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all  his  ftudies  his  way  was  not  to  leave  off  his  defi 
till  he  brought  it  to  effeGt ;  only  in  the  Arabic  langtu 
he  made  an  eflay  for  a  little  while,  and  then  defer 
it.     In  the  fame  place  having  alfo  writ,  Lahore  et  c 
JUmtia^  he  adds.  Bonce  Ji  conjungantur  humilitaii  etfubi 
n^irent  charitatu    With  thefe  fpeculations  the  largen 
of  hb  mind  could  join  poetry,  to  which  he  was  alwa 
addi^ed,  and  very  much  valued  that  part  thereof  whi 
confifts  of  defcription ;  but  the  hyperboles  of  fome  mode 
poets  he  as  much  flighted :   for  our  plays,  he  was 
enemy  to  them,  as  a  principal  caufe  of  the  debauchery 
thefe  times;    (the  other  caufes  he  thought  to  be  tl 
French  education  and  the  ill  examples  of  great  perfons 
for  fatires,  he  writ  none ;  his  wit  was  pure  and  peaceabk 

When  Dr.  Duport  refigned  the  chair  of  Greek  Profeffc 
he  recommended  this  his  pupil  for  his  fucceflbr,  who  ju 
tified  his  Tutor's  opinion  by  an  excellent  performance  k 
the  probation  exercife  j  but  being  thought  inclined  to  Ai 
minianifm,  he  obtained  it  not :  however,  he  always  ac 
knowledged  the  favour  which  Dr.  Whichcote  fhewed  hii 
on  that,  as  on  all  occafions.  The  partiality  of  others  agdn 
him  in  that  affair  fome  thought  might  help  forward  hi 
ilefire  to  fee  foreign  countries.    I  make  no  doubt,  bu 
that  he,  who  in  leffer  occurrences  did  very  judicioufl] 
confider  all  circumflances,  had  on  good  grounds  made  thr. 
refolution,  and  wifh  we  now  knew,  them  ;  for  the  reafonj 
and  counfels  of  a6tion  would  take  off  from  the  drynefs 
of  this  narration,  and  more  flrongly  recommend  him  tc 
imitation. 

To  provide  for  his  voyage,  ann.  Dom.  1654,  he  fold 
his  books,  and  went  firfl  into  France  :  at  Paris  he  found 
his  father  attending  the  Englifh  Court,  and  out  of  his 
fmall  viaticum  made  him  a  feafonable  prefent.  He  gave 
his  College  an  account  of  his  voyage  thither,  which  will 
be  found  among  his  Poems;  and  fome  farther  obferva- 
tions  in  a  letter,  which  will  fhew  his  piercing  judgment 
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in  political  affairs^  when  he  applied  his  thou^ts  that 
way. 

After  fome  months  he  went  to  Italy,  and  made  a  ftay 
at  Florence  5  where  he  had  the  favour,  and  neglefted  not 
the  advantage,  to  perufe  many  books  in  the  Great  Duke's 
library,  and  ten  thoufand  of  his  medals,  and  difcourfe 
thereon  with  Mr.  Fitton,  the  fame  of  whofe  extraordinary 
abilities  in  that  fort  of  learning  had  caufed  the  Duke  to 
invite  him  to  the  charge  of  that  great  treafury  of  an- 
tiquity. 

Florence  was  too  dear  a  place  for  him  to  remain  in 
long  :  his  defire  was  to  vifit  Rome,  rather  than  any  other 
place ;  but  the  plague  then  raging  there,  he  took  fhip  at 
Livom,  (Nov.  1657,)  for  Smyrna,  where  he  made  bimfelf 
moil  welcome  to  Conful  Bretton,  and  the  merchants ;  and 
fo  at  Conftantinople,  to  Sir  Thomas  Bendifh,  the  Englifh 
Ambaflador,  and  Sir  Jonathan  Daws,  from  whofe  civility 
he  received  many  favours ;  and  there  ever  after  continued 
between  them  an  intimate  friendfhip. 

As  he  could  prefently  learn  to  play  at  all  games,  fo  he 
could  accommodate  his  difcourfe  to  all  capacities,  that  i% 
fhould  be  grateful  and  profitable ;  he  could  argue  a  point 
without  arrogance  or  paflion  to  convince  the  learned,  and 
could  talk  pleafantly  to  the  entertainment  of  eafier  minds, 
yet  ftill  maintaining  his  own  charafter,  which  had  fome 
fuch  authority  as  is  infinuated  in  thefe  words  of  Cicero  to 
Atticus,  (£p.  XX.  1.  14.)  Non  te  Bruit  nojiri  vulticulus  nh 
ifia  ordtione  deterret  f 

At  Conftantinople,  the  fee  of  St.  Chryfoftom,  he  read 
over  all  the  works  of  that  Father,  whom  he  much  pre- 
ferred before  any  of  the  others,  and  remained  in  Turkey 
above  a  year.  Returning  thence  to  Venice,  as  foon  as  he 
was  landed  the  fliip  took  fire,  and  with  all  the  goods  was 
burnt,  but  none  of  the  people  had.  any  harm.  He  came 
thence  bdme  through  Grcrmany  and  Holland  ^  and  fome 
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part  of  thefe  travels  and  obfervations  are  alfo  related  in 
his  Poems. 

The  term  of  time  was  now  fomewbat  paft^  before 
which  all  Fellows  of  Trinity  College  are  by  the  oath 
obliged  to  take  upon  them  prieftly  orders^  or  quit  the 
College :  he  had  no  reft  in  his  mind^  till  he  got  himfelf 
ordained^  notwithftanding  the  times  were  then  very  un- 
fettled;  the  Church  of  England  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and 
circumft^nces  much  altered  from  what  they  were  when 
he  took  the  oath,  wherewith  others  fatisfied  themfelves  in 
the  negle£t  of  orders. 

When  the  Church  and  State  flouri(hed  upon  the  King's 
reftoration,  his  friends  expeAed  great  things  for  him  who 
had  fufiered  and  deferved  fo  much :  yet  nothing  came;  fo 
that  he  was  fenlible  enough  to  (ay,  (which  he  has  not  left 
among  his  Pdems,) 

Te  magis  optavit  redittirum,  Carole,  nemo, 
£t  nemo  feofit  te  rediifle  minos. 

i65o,  he  was  without  a  competitor  chofen  to  the  Greek 
Profeflbrihip  in  Cambridge ;  of  which  I  can  only  fay,  that 
(amt  friend  (to  himfelf  I  mean)  thought  fit  to  borrow,  and 
never  to  reftore  thofe  Le&ures. 

July  1 6,  1 66a,  he  was  chofen  to  the  Geometry  Le&ure 
at  Grefliam  College,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Laurence 
Book.  Dr.  Wilkins,  who,  while  Trinity  College  had  the 
happinefs  of  his  mafterfhip,  thoroughly  obferved  and  much 
efteemed  him,  and  was  always  zealous  to  promote  worthy 
men  and  generous  deiigns,  did  interpofe  vigorouily  for  his 
affiftance,  well  knowing  that  few  others  could  fill  the 
place  of  fuch  a  predeceflbr;  he  not  only  difcharged  the 
duty  incumbent  on  him,  but  fupplied  the  abfenoe  of  his 
learned  colleague  Dr.  Pope,  Aftronomy  Profeflbr;  and 
among  other  of  bis  Ledures  were  divers  of  the  ProjeAions 


LIFE  OF  DR.  BARROW.  xiii 

of  the  Sphere;  which  he  lent  out  alfo,  and  many  other 
papers  we  hear  no  more  of.  He  fo  well  anfwered  all 
expeftation,  and  performed  what  Dr.  Wilkins  had  under- 
taken for  him,  that  when  (1663)  Mr.  Lucas  founded  a 
Mathematic  Lefture  at  Cambridge,  the  fame  good  and 
conflant  friend  recommended  him  to  the  executors,  Mr. 
Raworth  and  Mr.  Buck,  who  very  readily  conferred  on 
him  that  employment:  and  the  better  to  fecure  the  end 
of  fo  noble  and  ufeful  a  foundation,  he  took  care  that 
himfelf  and  fucceflbrs  ftiould  be  bound  to  leave  yearly  to 
the  Univerfity  ten  written  Lectures;  and  thofe  of  his 
which  have  been,  and  others  yet  to  be  printed,  will  beft 
give  an  account  how  well  he  acquitted  himfelf  of  that 
fervke.  But  after  that  learned  piece  Geometricae  Le£Uones 
bad  been  fome  while  in  the  world,  he  had  heard  only  of 
two  perfons  that  had  read  it  through ;  thefe  two  were 
Monfieur  Slufius  of  liege,  and  Mr.  Gregory  of  Scotland, 
two  that  ibight  be  reckoned  inftead  of  thoufands :  yet  the 
little  reli(h  that  ftich  things  met  with  did  help  to  loofen 
him  from  thefe  fpeculations,  and  the  more  engage  his  in* 
cliqation  to  the  ftudy  of  morality  and  divinity,  which  had 
always  been  fo  predominant,  that  when  he  commented  on 
Archimedes,  he  could  not  forbear  to  prefer  and  admire 
much  more  Suarez  for  his  book  De  Legibus  :  and  before 
his  ApoUonius  I  find  written  this  divine  ejaculation : 

'O  08o;  yecoftfTpsT. 

Tu  auteniy  Dominey  quantus  es  geometra  ?  quum  enim  haee 
JcimUia  nullos  terminos  habeat ;  cum  in  Jempiternum  novo" 
rum  theorematum  inventioni  locus  relinquatur,  etiam  penes 
hunumum  ingenium,  tu  uno  hcec  omnia  intuitu  perfpeBu 
habesy  abjque  catena  corifequentiarum,  ahfque  tcedio  demon" 
Jirationum.  Ad  cceiera  pene  nihil  facere  poteft  bilelle&us 
nqfter ;  et  tanquam  brutorum  phantq/iA  videtur  wm  ni/i 
incerta  qucedamfomniarej  unde  in  iis  quot  funt  homines  tot 
exifiunt  fere  fententide ;  in  his  comjpir^tur  ab  omnibus^  in 
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his  humanum  ingenium  fe  pojfe  aliquid,  imo  ingens  aliquid 
et  mirificum  vifum  e/l,  ut  nihil  magis  mirum,  quod  enim  in 
c^eteris  pene  inepium  in  hoc  efficaXy  fedulumy  profperuniy 
Cfc.  Te  igitur  vel  €X  hac  re  amare  gaudeo,  te  fufpicor, 
aique  Uhtm  diem  defiderarefufpiriisfortiluSy  in  quo  purgata 
mente  et  claro  oculo  non  hcec  folum  omnia  alfque  hac  fuc^ 
cejfiva  et  laboriofa  imaginandi  cura,  verum  multo  plura  et 
t»ajora  ex  iua  lonitate  et  immenjiffima  fan&iffimaque  he^ 
vignitate  confpicere  etfcire  concedetur,  &c. 

The  laft  kindnefs  and  honour  he  did  to  his  mathematic 
chair  was  to  refign  it  (i66  )  to  fo  worthy  a  frietid  and 
fucceflbr  as  Mr.  Ifaac  Newton^  fixmg  his  refolution  to 
apply  himfelf  entirely  to  divinity.;  and  he  took  a  courfe 
very  convenient  for  his  public  perfon  as  a  preacher,  and 
his  private  as  a  Chriflian;  for  thofe  fubjefts  which  he 
thought  mod  important  to  be  confidered  for  his  own  ufe, 
he  caft  into  the  method  of  fermons  for  the  benefit  of 
others,  and  herein  was  fo  exaft,  as  to  write  fome  of  them 
four  or  five  times  over.  And  now  he  was  only  a  Fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  till  my  Lord  Bifliop  of  St.  Afaph  gave, 
him  a  fmall  finecure  in  Wales,  and  the  Right  Reverend 
jSeth,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  (who  very  much  valued 
his  cohverfation,)  a  prebend  in  his  Church;  the  advan- 
tages of  both  which  he  bellowed  in  a  way  of  charity,  and 
parted  with  them  as  foon  as  he  was  made  Mafler  of  his 
College,  (167a,)  he  and  his  relations  being  by  that  time 
out  of  a  neceilitous  condition  :  the  patent  for  his  mailer- 
{hip  being  fo  drawn  for  him  as  it  had  been  for  fome 
others,  with  permiffion  to  marry,  he  caufed  to  be  altered, 
thinking  it  not  agreeable  with  the  ftatutes,  from  which  he 
defired  no  difpenfation. 

He  had  hitherto  poflefled  but  a  fcanty  ellate,  which  yet 
was  made  eafy  to  him  by  a  contented  mind,  and  not.  made 
a  trouble  by  envy  at  more  plentiful  fortunes :  he  could  in 
patience  polTefs  his  foul  when  he  had  little  elfe;  and  now 
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with  the  fame  decency  and  moderation  could  maintain  his 
charafter  under  the  temptSatioris  of  profperity. 

When  the  King  advanced  him  to  this  dignity,  he  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  he  had  given  it  to  the  left  fcholar  m  Eng^ 
land:  his  Majefty  had  feveral  times  done  him  the  honour 
to  difcourfe  him,  and  this  preferment  was  not  at  all  ob- 
tained by  faftion  or  flattery ;  it  was  the  King's  own  aft, 
though  his  defert  made  thofe  of  the  greatefl:  power  for- 
ward to  contribute  to  it,  particularly  Gilbert,  Lord  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
then  Chancellor  of  Cambridge,  and  formerly  a  member 
of  Trinity  College. 

It  were  a  difrefpeft  to  his  College  to  doubt  that  where 
he  had  Ipent  fo  much  time,  and  obliged  fo  many  perfons, 
he  (hould  not  be  moft  welcome :  they  knew,  as  his  power 
Hicreafed,  the  effefts  of  his  goodnefs  would  do  fo  too;  and 
the  fenior  Fellows  fo  well  underftood  and  efteemed  him, 
that  with  good-will  and  joy  they  received  a  Matter  much 
younger  than  any  of  themfelves . 

Befides  the  particular  afliftance  he  gave  to  many  in  their 
ftudy,  he  concerned  himfelf  in  every  thing  that  was  for 
thie  intereft  of  his  College.  Upon  the  fingle  affair  of  build- 
ing their  Library,  he  writ  out  quires  of  paper,  chiefly  to 
thofe  who  had  been  of  the  College,  firft  to  engage  them, 
and  then  to  ^ve  them  thanks,  which  he  never  omitted. 
Thefe  letters  he  efteemed  not  enough  to  keep  copies  of; 
but  by  the  generous  returns  they  brought  in,  they  ap- 
peared to  be  of  no  fmall  value :  and  thofe  gentlemen  that 
pleafe  to  fend  back  their  letters  will  deferve  to  be<  ac- 
counted farther  benefaftors  to  the  Library.  He  had  al- 
ways been  a  conftant  and  early  man  at  the  chapel,  and 
now  continued  to  do  the  fame ;  and  was  therein  encou- 
raged, not  only  by  his  own  devotion,  but  by  the  efficacy 
his  example  had  upon  many  others  of  his  College. 

In  this  place,  feated  to  his  eafe  and  fatisfaftion,  a  Ration 
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wherein  of  all  others  in  the  world  he  could  have  been 
moft  ufeful^  and  which  he  meant  not  to  make  ufe  of  at  a 
ftep  to  afcend  higher,  he  abated  nothing  of  his  (Indies;  he 
yielded  the  day  to  his  public  bufinefs^  and  took  from  his 
morning  deep  many  hours,  to  increafe  his  ftock  of  Ser- 
mons, and  write  hb  Treatife  of  the  Pope's  Supremacy. 
He  underftood  Popery  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  he  had 
narrowly  obferved  it,  militant  in  England,  triumphant  in 
Italyi  di%uifed  in  France;  and  had  earlier  apprehenfions 
than  moft  others  of  the  approaching  danger,  and  would 
have  appeared  with  the  forwarded  in  a  needful  time :  for 
his  engagement  in  that  caufe,  and  his  place  in  your 
frieodfliip,  I  would  (with  the  leave  of  the  moft  worthy 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  his  highly  refpeded  friend)  call  him 
another  Dr.  Stillingfleet* 

But  fo  it  pleafed  God,  that  being  invited  to  preach  the 
Paffion-Sermon,  April  13, 1677,  at  Guildhall  Chapel,  (and 
it  was  the  fecond  Sermon  for  which  he  received  a  pecu- 
mary  recompenfe,)  he  never  preached  but  once  more, 
Silling  fick  of  a  fever :  fuch  a  diftemper  he  had  once  or 
twice  before,  otherwife  of  a  conftant  health :  this  fatally 
prevailed  agsdnft  the  (kill  and  diligence  of  many  phyiicians 
his  good  friends. 

I  think  not  myfelf  competent  to  give  an  account  of  his 
life,  much  lefs  of  his  ficknefs  and  death:  if  great  grief  had 
not  forced  (ilence,  you,  Sir,  his  deareft  and  moft  worthy 
friend,  had  perpetuated  the  remarkables  of  that  (ad  fcene, 
in  a  funeral  fermon. 

Our  paflions,  which  have  hitherto  been  kept  within  the 
banks,  fhould  now  be  permitted  to  overflow,  and  they 
even  txptSt  to  be  moved  by  a  breath  of  eloquence;  but 
that  is  not  my  talent.  In  ihort,  his  death  was  fuitahle  to 
his  life ;  not  this  imperfe6t,  (light  life,  as  I  relate  it,  but 
that  admirable,  heroic,  divine  life  which  he  lived. 

He  died  the  4th  of  May,  1677 ;  and  had  it  not  been  too 
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inpq(iyei4cnt  to  carry  him  to  Cambridge^  then  wit  and 
diciquence  )i^d  paid  their  tribute  for  the  honour  he  has 

4p«§  thoBit 

Now  he  AS  laid  in  Wieftminfter  Abbey,  with  a  monu-  . 
ment  ered:ed  by  the  contribution  of  his  friends^  a  piece  of 
gnatiitude  not  ufual  in  this  age,  and  a  refpeA  peculiar  to 
him  among  all  the  glories  df  that  Church.  I  wiih  they 
wcndd  (as  I  have  adventured)  bring  in  their  fymbols  to- 
W$^  .th£^  hiftciry  of  his  life :  there  are  many  which  long 
before  me  had  the  advantage  of  his  converfation,  and 
could  offer  more  judicious  obfervations,  and  in  a  ftyle  fit 
to  Ipe^  of  Dr.  Barrow. 

In  the  Epitaph,  Du  Mapletoft,  his  much  efteemed 
friends  4odi  truly  de&ribe  him;  his  pifilure  was  never 
made  from  the  life,  and  the  efHgies  on  his  tomb  doth  little 
refemble  bim.  He  was  in  perfon  of  the  lefTer  fize,  and 
lean ;  of  extraordinary  ftrength,  of  a  fair  and  calm  com- 
plexipn,  a  thih  (kin,  very  fenfible  of  the  cold;  his  eyes 
grey,  ckar,  and  fomewhat  fhort-fighted;  his  hair  of  a  light 
auburn^  very  fine  and  curling.  He  is  well  reprefented 
by  the  figure  of  Marcus  Brutus  on  his  denarii ;  and  I  will 
transfer  hither  what  is  faid  of  that  great  man. 

Virtue  was  thy  lifers  centre,  and  from  thence 
Did  filently  and  conftantly  difpenfe 

TJie  gentle  vigorous  influence 
To  all  the  wide  and  fair  circumference.  Cowley. 

The  eftate  he  left  was  books ;  thofe  he  bought,  fo  well 
chofen  as  to  be  fold  for  more  than  they  coft ;  and  thofe 
he  made,  when&of  a  catalogue  is  annexed ;  and  it  were  not 
improper  to  give  a  farther  account  of  his  Works  than  to 
name  them;  befide  their  humber,  variety,  method,  flyle, 
fiilneii^  and  ufefulneiis,  I  might  thence  draw  many  proofs 
to  coimrm  what  I  have  before  endeavoured. to  fay  to  his 
advantage,  and  many  more  important  refleftions  will  be 
obvious  to  you,  than  to  fuch  a  reader  as  I  am.  I  will  only 
take  leaye  to  fay,  that  for  his  little  piece  of  The  Unity 
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of  the  Churchy  he  has  better  deferved  of  the  Church  and 
religion,  than  many  who  make  a  greater  figure  in  ecclefi- 
aftic  hiftory  and  politics.  But  fuch  remarks  will  be  more 
fitly  placed  in  what  we  expefil  from  his  learned  friends  of 
the  IJniverfity.  And  to  them  I  muft  alfo  refer  for  the 
obfervables  at  the  taking  his  feveral  degrees,  and  dif- 
charging  the  office  of  Vice-Chancellor. 

There  are  befide  other  particulars,  which  are  grateful  to 
talk  over  among  friends,  not  fo  proper  perhaps  to  appear 
in  a  public  writing.  For  inftance,  one  morning  going  out 
of  a  friend's  houfe  before  a  huge  and  fierce  mafiifF  was 
chained  up,  (as  he  ufed  to  be  all  day,)  the  dog  flew  at 
him  ;  and  he  had  that  prefent  courage  to  take  the  dog  by 
the  throat,  and  after  much  ftruggling  bore  him  to  the 
ground,  and  held  him  there,  till  the  people  could  rife  and 
part  them,  without  any  other  hurt  than  the  ftraining  of 
his  hands,  which  he  felt  fome  days  after. 

Some  would  excufe  me  for  noting  that  he  feemed  in- 
temperate in  the  love  of  fruit;  but  it  was  to  him  phyfic,  as 
well  as  food ;  and  he  thought,  that  if  fruit  kill  hundreds 
in  autumn,  it  preferves  thoufands :  and  he  was  very  free 
too  in  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  believing  it  did  help  to  regulate 
his  thinking. 

I  did  at  firft  mention  the  uniformity  and  conftant  tenor 
of  his  life,  and  proceeding  on  have  noted  feveral  particu- 
lars of  very  different  nature.  I  therefore  explain  myfelf 
thus  5  that  he  was  always  one  by  his  exa£t  conformity  to 
the  rule  in  a  virtuous  and  prudent  converfation ;  he  fleered 
by  the  fame  compafs  to  the  fame  port,  when  the  florms 
forced  him  to  (hift  his  fails.  His  fortune  did  in  fome  oc- 
cafions  partake  of  the  unfettlednefs  of  the  times  wherein 
he  lived;  and  to  fit  himfelf  for  the  feveral  works  he  was 
to  do,  he  entered  upon  ftudies  of  feveral  kinds,  whereby 
he  could  not  totally  devote  himfelf  to  one  5  which  would 
have  been  more  for  the  public  benefit,  according  to  his 
own  opinion,  which  was,  that  general  fcholars  did  more 
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pleafe  themfelves,  but   they  who  profecuted  particular 
fubjeds  did  more  fervicc  to  others. 

Being  thus  engaged  with  variety  of  men  and  ftudies, 
his  mind  became  ftored  with  a  wonderful  plenty  of  words 
wherewith  to  exprefs  himfelf ;  and  it  happened  that  fome- 
time  he  let  flip  a  word  not  commonly  ufed,  which  upon 
refleftion  he  would  doubtlefs  have  altered,  for  it  was  not 
out  'of  afFefikatiort. 

But  his  life  were  a  fubje£l  requiring  other  kind  of  dif- 
courfes  5  and  as  he  that  a£ls  another  man,  doth  alfo  aft 
himfelf;  fo  he  that  would  give  an  account  of  the  excel- 
lent qualities  in  Dr.  Barrow,  would  have  a  fair  field 
wherein  to  difplay  his  own.  Another  Camerarius  or 
Gaflendus  would  make  another  Life  of  Melanflhon,  or 
Pierefkius.  What  I  am  doing  will  not  prevent  them ;  I 
fhall  be  well  fatisfied  with  my  unflcilftdnefs,  if  I  provoke 
them  to  take  the  argument  into  better  hands. 

All  I  have  faid,  or  can  fay,  is  far  fliort  of  the  idea  which 
Dr.  Barrow's  friends  have  formed  of  him,  and  that  cha- 
raSttr  under  which  he  ought  to  appear  to  them  who  knew 
him  not.  Befide  all  the  defeats  on  my  part,  he  had  in 
himfelf  this  difadvantage  of  wanting  foils  to  augment  his 
luftre,  and  low  places  to  give  eminence  to  his  heights; 
fuch  virtues  as  his,  contentment  in  all  conditions,  candour 
in  doubtful  cafes,  moderation  among  differing  parti^s^ 
knowledge  without  oftentation,  are  fubjefts  fitter  for  praife 
than  narrative. 

If  I  could  hear  of  an  accufation,  that  I  might  vindicate 
our  firiend's  fame,  it  would  take  off  from  the  flatnefs  of 
my  expreffion ;  or  a  well<*managed  fa£lion,  under  the 
name  of  zeal,  for  or  againft  the  Church,  would  (hew  well 
in  ftory ;  but  I  have  no  ihadows  to  fet  off  my  piece.  I 
have  laid  together  a  few  fticks  for  the  funeral*fire,  dry 
bones  which  can  make  but  a  (keleton,  till  fome  other  i 

hand  lay  on  the  fleih  and  finews,  and  caufe  them  to  live 
and  move.    You  will  encourage  others  by  pardoning  me^ 

b^ 
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which  J  promife  myfelf  from  that  goodneft  wUere 
Dr.  Barrow  and  you  have  ufed  to  accept  the  fmall  fii 
with  the  great  devodon  of, 

Sir^ 

Your  obedient 

And  humUe  Servant, 

A.  E 

Lonaon, 
April  lo,  1683. 
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pROV.  iii.  17. 


Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs^  and  all  her  paths 
are  peace. 

J.  HE  meaning  of  thefe  words  feems  plain  and  obvious^  SERM. 
and  to  need  little  explication.     Her  waySy  that  is,  the       !» 
ways  of  Wifdom.  What  this  Wifdom  is,  I  (hall  not- under-  "^ 

take  accurately  to  defcribe.  Briefly,  I  underftand  by  it, 
an  habitual  ikill  or  faculty  of  judging  aright  about  mat- 
ters of  prafitice,  and  choofing  according  to  that  right  judg- 
ment, and  conforming  the  a61:ians  to  fuch  good  choice. 
tVays  and  paths  in  Scripture- dialeft  are  the  courfes  and 
manners  of  adlion.  For  doing  there  is  commonly  called 
walking ;  and  the  methods  of  doing  are  the  ways  in  which 
we  walk.  By  phafantnefs  may  be  meant  the  joy  and 
delight  accompanying,  and  by  peace  the  content  and 
fatisfa6lion  enfuing  fuch  a  courfe  of  a£iions.  So  that,  in 
(hort,  the  fenfe  of  thefe  words  feems  fimply  to  be  this ; 
that  a  courfe  of  life  direfted  by  wifdom  and  good  judg- 
ment is  delightful  in  the  praftice,  and  brings  content 
after  it.  The  truth  of  which  propofition  it  ihall  be  my 
endeavour  at  this  time  to  confirm  by  divers  reafons,  and 
illufirate  by  feveral  inftances. 

I.  Then,  Wifdom  of  itfelf  is  delectable  and  fatisfafliory, 
as  it  implies  a  revelation  of  truth,  and  a  detection  of  error  Veritatis 
10  UB.    It  is  like  light,  pleafant  to  behold,  cafting  a^'^  '^'' 

VOL.  I.  B 


%  The  Pleafantnefs  of  Religion. 

9ERM.  fprightly  luftre^and  diffufing  a  benign  influence  all  about ^ 
I.  prefenting  a  goodly  profpcfl:  of  things  to  the  eyes  of  our 
bdminiini-inind;  difplaying  obje£ts  in  their  due  fhapes^  poftureSi 
Wl  ^^^^'  magnitudes^  and  colours ;  quickening  our  fpirits  with  a 
i,  '  comfortable  warmth,  and  difpoiing  our  minds  to  a  cheer- 

ful aSivity ;  difpelling  the  darknefs  of  ignorance,  fcatter- 
ing  the  mifts  of  doubt,  driving  away  the  fpe£ires  of  de- 
lufive  fancy ;  mitigating  the  cold  of  fullen  melancholy  y 
difcovering  obftacles,  fecuring  progrefs,  and  making  the 
paflages  of  life  clear,  open,  and  pleafant.  We  are  all 
naturally  endowed  with  a  flrong  appetite  to  know,  to  fee, 
to  purfue  truth  5  and  with  a  bafhful  abhorrency  from 
being  deceived,  and  entangled  in  miftake.  And  as  fuccefs 
in  inquiry  after  truth  affords  matter  of  joy  and  triumph ; 
fo  being  confcious  of  error  and  mifcarriage  therein,  is 
attended  with  fhame  and  forrow.  Thefe  delires  Wifdom 
in  the  mod  perfect  manner  fatisfies,  not  by  entertaining  ua 
with  dry,  empty,,  fruitlefs  theories,  upon  mcj^n  and  vulgar 
fubjeflls ;  but  by  enriching  our  minces  with  excellent  and 
ufeful  knowledge,  direAed  to  the  nobleft  objects,  and 
ferviceable  to  the  higheft  ends.  Nor  in  its  own  nature 
only^  but, 

II.  Much  more  in  its  worthy  confequences  is  Wifdom 
exceedingly  pleafant  and  peaceable:  in  general,  by  dif- 
poiing us  to  acquire  and  to  enjoy  all  the  good,  delight, 
and  happinefs  we  are  capable  of;  and  by  freeing  us  from 
all  the  inconveniences,  mifchiefs,  and  infelicities  our  con- 
dition is  fubje£):  to.  For  whatever  good  from  clear  un- 
derftanding,  deliberate  advice,  fagacious  forelight,  (lable 
refolution,  dexterous  addrefs,  right  intention,  and  orderly 
.  proceeding  doth  naturally  refult,  Wifdom  confers :  what- 
ever evil  blind  ignorance,  falfe  prefumption,  unwary  cre- 
dulity, precipitate  raihnefs,  unfteady  purpofe,  ill  con- 
trivance, backwardnefs,  inability,  unwieldinefs  and  con- 
fiifion  of  thought,  beget,  Wifdom  prevents.  From  a  thou- 
fand  fnares  and  treacherous  allurements,  from  innumera- 
ble rocks  and  dangerous  furprifes,  from  exceedingly  many 
needlefs  incumbrances  and  vexatious  toils  of  fruitlefs  en- 
deavouFj  (he  redeems  and  fecures  us.   More  particularly^ 
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III.  Wifdonjf'affures  us  we  take  the  beft  courfe,  and  SERK- 
proceed  as  we  ought.    For  by  the  fame  means  we  judge       I- 
aright,  and  reflefting  upon  that  judgment  are  affured  we  ~ 

do  fo :  as  the  fame  arguments  by  which  we  demondrate 
a  theorem  convince  us  we  have  demonArated  it,  and  the 
fame  light  by  which  we  fee  an  objeA  makes  us  know  we 
fee  it.  And  this  affurance  in  the  progrefs  of  the  action 
exceedingly  pleafes,  and  in  the  fequel  of  it  in6nitely  con- 
tents us.  He  that  judges  amifs,  not  perceiving  clearly 
the  re£titude  of  his  procefs,  proceeds  ufually  with  a  du- 
bious folicitude ;  and  at  length,  difcovering  his  error,  con- 
demns his  own  choice,  and  receives  no  other  fatisfaftion 
but  of  repentance.  Like  a  traveller,  who,  being  uncertain 
whether  he  goes  in  the  right  way,  wanders  in  continual 
perplexity,  till  he  be  informed,  and  then  too  late,  under- 
flanding  his  miftake,  with  regret  feeks  to  recover  himfelf 
into  it.  But  he  that  knows  his  way,  and  is  fatisfied  that 
it  is  the  true  one,  makes  on  merrily  and  carelefsly,  not 
doubting  he  (hall  in  good  time  arrive  to  his  defigned  jour- 
ney's end.  Two  troublefome  mifchiefs  therefore  Wifdom 
frees  us  from,  the  company  of  anxious  doubt  in  our 
actions,  and  the  confequence  of  bitter  repentance :  for 
no  man  can  doubt  of  what  he  is  fure,  nor  repent  of  what 
he  knows  good. 

IV.  Wifdom  begets  in  us  a  hope  of  fuccefs  in  our 
anions,  and  is  ufually  attended  therewith.  Now  what  is 
more  delicious  than  hope  ?  what  more  fatisfaftory  thaa 
fuccefs  ?  That  is  like  the  purfuit  of  a  flying  enemy,  this 
like  gathering  the  fpoil;  that  like  viewing  the  ripe  com,' 
this  like  the  joy  of  harveft  itfelf.  And  he  that  aims  at  a 
good  end,  and  knows  he  ufes  proper  means  to  attain  it^ 
why  ihould  he  defpair  of  fjaccefs,  fince  effe&s  naturally 
follow  their  caufes,  and  the  Divine  Providence  is  wont  to 
afibrd  its  concourfe  to  fuch  proceedings?  Befide  that 
fuch  well-grounded  hope  confir;us  refolution,  and  quick- 
ens aAivity,  which  mainly  conouce  to  the  profperous  iflue 
<»fdefign8.    Farther, 

V»  Wifdokn  prevents  difcouragement  from  the  poffi- 
Inlity  of  ill  fuccefs,  yea  and  makes  difappointment  itfelf 
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SERM.  tolerable.    For  if  either  the  forefight  of  a  pofiible  inif^ 
^'       carriage  (hould  difcourage  us  from  adventuring  on  aAion^ 
or  inculpable  frufiration  were  intolerable,  we  (hould  with 
no  heart  apply  ourfelves  to  any  thing ;  there  being  no 
defigns  in  this  world,  though  founded  upon  the  moft 
found  adrice,  and  profecuted  by  the  moft  diligent  en* 
deavour,  which  may  not  be  defeated,  as  depending  upon 
divers  caufes  above  our  power,  and  circumftances  beyond 
our  profpeA.    The  inconftant  opinions,  uncertain  refolu- 
tions,  mutable  afieftions,  and  fallacious  pretences  of  men, 
upon  which  the  accompli(hment  of  moft  proje&s  rely^ 
may  eafily  deceive  and  difappoint  us.-    The  imperceptible 
eourfe  of  nature  exerting  itfelf  in  fudden  tempefts,  dif« 
eafes,  and  unlucky  cafualties,  may  furprife  us,  and  give 
an  end  to  our  bufinefles  and  lives  together.     However, 
the  irrefiftible  power  of  the  Divine  Providence,  guided 
by  the  unfearchable  counfel  of  his  will,  we  can  never  be 
afiured  that  it  will  not  interpofe,  and  hinder  the  efie^  of 
our  endeavours.    Yet  notwithftanding,  when  we  aft  pru- 
dently, we  have  no  reafon  to  be  diiheartened ;  becaufe, 
ftaving  good  intentions,  and  ufing  fit  means,  and  having 
done  our  beft,  as  no  deferved  blame,  fo  no  confiderable 
damage  can  arrive  to  us :  and  though  we  find  Almighty 
God  hath  eroded  us,  yet  we  are  fure  be  is  not  difpleaf- 
ed  with  us.    Which  confideration,  wherewith  Wifdom 
fumiihes  us,  will  make  the  worft  fuccels  not  only  tole- 
rable, but  comfortable  to  us.    For  hence  we  have  reafon 
to  hope,  that  the  All-wife  Goodnefs  referves  a  better 
reward  for.  us,  and  will  fometime  recompenfe  not  only 
the  good  purpofes  we  unhappily  purfued,  but  alfo  tho 
unexpected  difkjppointment  we  patiently  endured;  and 
that  however  we  ihall  be  no  lofers  in  the  end.    Which 
difcourfe  is  mainly  fortified  by  confidering  how  the  beft 
and  wifeft  attempts  have  oft  mifcarried^    We  fee  Mofes, 
authorized  by  God's  comipand,  direded  by  his  counfel, 
and  conduced  by  his  hanJ,  intended  to  bring  the  Ifrael- 
ites  into  the  land  of  Canaan ;  yet  by  the  unreafonable 
incredulity  and  ftubbom  perverfenefs  of  that  people  he 
had  his  purpofe  fruftra.ted«    The  holy  prophets  afterward 
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eirnedly  endeavoured  to  contain  the  fame  people  within  SERM. 
compafs  of  obedience  to  the  divine  commands,  and  to       I* 
reduce  them  from  their  idolatrous  and  wicked  oourfes  5 
yet  without  correfpondent  efFeA.    Our  Saviour,  by  the 
example  of  his  holy  life,  continual  inftruftion,  and  vehe- 
ment exhortations,  aflayed  to  procure  a  belief  of  and  fub- 
miffion  to  his  moft  excellent  doftrine;  yet  how  few  fe- 
Ueved  his  report^  and  complied  with  his  difcipline  1  Yea, 
Almighty  Grod  himfelf  often  complains,  how  in  a  manner 
his  defigns  were  defeated,  his  defires  thwarted,  his  ofiers 
refufed,  his  counfels  rejed:ed,  his  exped:ations  deceived. 
Wherefore^  (faith  he  concerning  his  vineyard,)  when  Jifa.  v.  4. 
looked  it  Jhould  bring  forth  grapes^  brought  it  forth  wild 
grapes?  And  again,  /  have  Jpread  out  my  hands  all  /Aelfa. ixv. 2. 
day  to  a  rebellious  people.     And  again,  /  have  even  fent  Jer.  vii.  25, 
unto  you  all  my  prophets,  daily  ri/ing  up  early ,  andfend^  ^®' 
ing  them:  yet  they  hearkened  not  unto  me.     Wherefore 
there  is  no  good  caufe  we   fhould  be  difheartened,  or 
vexed,  when  fuccefs  is  wanting  to  well-advifed  purpofes* 
It  is  foolifh  and  ill-grounded  intentions,  and  prances  un- 
warrantable by  good  reafon,  that  make  the  undertakers 
folicitous  of  fuccefs,  and  being  defeated  leave  them  dif- 
confolate.    Yea  farther, 

VI,  Wifdom  makes  all  the  troubles,  griefs,  and  pain« 
incident  to  life,  whether  cafual  adverfities,  or  natural 
affidions,  eafy  and  fupportable ;  by  rightly  valuing  the 
importance,  and  moderating  the  influence  of  them.  It 
fuffers  not  bufy  fancy  to  alter  the  nature,  amplify  the 
degree,  or  extend  the  duration  of  them,  by  reprefenting 
them  more  fad,  heavy,  and  remedilefs  than  they  truly  are. 
It  allows  them  no  force  beyond  what  naturally  and  necef- 
larily  they  have,  nor  contributes  nouriftiment  to  their 
increafe.  It  keeps  them  at  a  due  diftance,  not  permitting 
them  to  encroach  upon  the  foul,  or  to  prbpagate  their 
influence  beyond  their  proper  fphere.  It  will  not  let  ex- 
ternal mifchances,  as  poverty  and  difgrace,  to  produce  an 
inward  fenfe  which  is  beyond  their  natural  efficacy :  nor 
corporeal  aflfedions  of  ficknefs  and  pain  to  difturb  the 
waoA^  with  which  they  have  nothing  to  do.    The  regioa 
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SERBL  of  thefe  malignant  diflempere  being  at  moft  bnt  the  habit  ^ 
^'  of  the  body,  Wifdom  by  eifedual  antidotes  repels  them 
from  the  hearty  and  inward  parts  of  the  foul.  If  any 
thing,  fin,  and  our  unworthy  mifcarriages  toward  God^ 
ihould  vex  and  difcompofe  us :  yet  this  trouble  Wiidoroy 
by  reprefenting  the  divine  goodnefs,  and  his  tender  mer- 
cies in  our  ever-blefled  Redeemeri  doth  perfedly  allay. 
And  as  for  all  other  adverfities,  it  abates  their  noxious 
power,  by  (hewing  us  they  are  either  merely  imaginary, 
or  very  ibort  and  temporary :  that  they  admit  of  remedy, 
or  at  moft  do  not  exclude  comfort,  not  wholly  hindering 
the  operations  of  the  mind,  nor  extinguiftiing  its  joys ; 
that  they  may  have  a  profitable  ufe,  and  pleafant  end ; 
and,  however,  neither  imply  bad  confcience,  nor  induce 
obligation  to  punifhment.     For, 

VII.  Wifdom  hath  always  a  good  confcience  attend- 
ing it,  that  pureft  delight  and  richeft  cordial  of  the  foul ; 
that  brazen  wall,  and  impregnable  fortrefs  againft  both 
external  aflaults,  and  internal  commotions  ;  that  continual 
feq/lf  whereon  the  mind,  deflitute  of  all  other  repaft,  with 
a  never  languifliing  appetite  may  entertain  itfelf ;   that 
faithful  witneft,  and  impartial  judge,  whoever  accufesj 
always  acquitting  the  innocent  foul ;  that  certain  friend, 
in  no  firait  failing,  in  no  adverfity  deferting;  that  fure 
refuge  in  all  dorms  of  fortune,  and  perfecutions  of  dif- 
grace ;  which,  as  Solomon  here  notes,  renders  a  man's 
Jleep  fweet,  and  undifturbed  with  fearful  phantafms,  his 
heart  light,  and  his  fteps  fecure ;  and,  if  any  thing,  can 
make  the  Stoical  paradox  good,  and  caufe  the  wife  man 
to  fmile  in  extremity  of  torment ;  arming  his  mind  with 
an  invincible  courage,  and  infufing  a  due  confidence  into 
it,  whereby  he  bears  up  cheerfully  againft  malicious  re- 
proach, undauntedly  fufiains  adverfity,  and  triumphs  over 
bad  fortune.    And  this  invaluable  treafure  the  wife  man 
is  only  capable  of  poflfefiling ;  who  certainly  knows,  and 
heartily  approves  the  grounds  upon  which  he  proceeds; 
whenas  the  fool,  building  his  choice  upon  blind  chance, 
or  violent  paffion,  or  giddy  fancy,  or  uncertain  example, 
iK>t  upon  the  fieady  warrant  of  good  reafon,  cannot  avoid 
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1)eing  perplexed  with  fufpicion  of  mifiake,  and  fo  necefla-  SERM. 
rily  is  deprived  of  the  comfort  of  a  good  confcience.  ^' 

VIII.  Wifdom  confers  a  facility,  expert  readinefs,  and 
dexterity  in  action ;  which  is  a  very  pleafant  and  com- 
modious quality,  and  exceedingly  fweetens  aftivity.  To 
do  things  with  difficulty,  ftruggling,  and  immoderate 
contention,  diiheartens  a  man,  quells  his  courage,  blunts 
^e  edge  of  his  refolution,  renders  Irim  fluggifli  and  averfe 
iirom  bufinefs,  though  apprehended  never  fo  necelTary,  and 
of  great  moment.  Thefe  obftruftions  Wifdom  removes, 
facilitating  operations  by  directing  the  intention  to  ends 
poffible  and  attainable,  by  fuggefting  fit  means  and  in- 
ftruments  to  work  by,  by  contriving  right  methods  and 
•courfes  of  procefs ;  the  mind  by  it  being  ftored  with  va- 
riety of  good  principles,  fure  rules,  and  happy  expedients, 
repofed  in  the  memory,  and  ready  upon  all  occafions  to 
be  produced,  and  employed  in  pra£tice. 

IX.  Wifdom  begets  a  found,  healthful,  and  harmonious 
complexion  of  the  foul,  difpofing  us  with  judgment  to 
diftinguifh,  and  with  pleafure  to  relifh  favoury  and  whole- 
fome  things,  but  to  naufeate  and  reje£):  fuch  as  are  in- 
grateful,  and  noxious  to  us ;  thereby  capacifying  us  to 
-enjoy  pleafantly  and  innocently  all  thofe  good  things  the 
.divine  goodnefs  hath  provided  for,  and  configned  to  us ; 
whence  to  the  foul  proceeds  all  that  comfort,  joy,  and 
vigour,  which  refults  to  the  body  from  a  good  conllitutioB, 
and  perfed;  health. 

X.  Wifdom  acquaints  us  with  ourfelves,  our  own  tem- 
per and  conftitution,  our  propenfions  and  paffions,'  our 
habitudes  and  capacities ;  a  thing  not  only  of  mighty  ad- 
vantage, but  of  infinite  pleafure  and  content  to  us.  No 
man  in  the  world  lefs  knows  a  fool  than  himfelf ;  nay^ 
he  is  more  than  ignorant,  for  he  conftantly  errs  in  the 
pointy  taking  himfelf  for,  and  demeaning  himfelf  as  to- 
ward another,  a  better,  a  wifer,  and  abler  man  than  he  is. 
He  hath  wonderful  conceits  of  his  own  qualities  and 
&culties ;  he  affe&s  commendations  incompetent  to  him ; 
he  foars  at  employment  furpaffing  his  ability  to  manage. 
No  comedy  can  reprefent  a  miftake  more  odd  and  lidi- 

B4 


8  The  Pleqfantnefs  of  Religion. 

8BRM.  culous  than  his :  for  he  wanders,  and  flares^  and  hunts 
I'  after,  but  never  can  find  nor  difcern  himfelf  ;•  but  always 
encounters  with  a  falfe  (Iiadow  inilead  thereof,  which  he 
paflionately  hugs  and  admires.  But  a  wife  man,  by  con- 
ftant  obfervation,  and  impartial  refledion  upon  himfelf^ 
grows  very  familiar  with  himfelf:  he  perceives  his  own 
inclinations,  which,  if  bad,  he  ftrives  to  alter  and  correfl:; 
if  good,  he  cheriflies  and  corroborates  them :  he  appre- 
hends the  matters  he  is  fitting  for,  and  capable  to  ma- 
nage, neither  too  mean  and  unworthy  of  him,  nor  too 
high  and  difficult  for  him ;  and  thofe  applying  his  care 
to,  he  tranfa£ls  eafily,  cheerfully,  and  fuccefsfully.  So 
being  neither  puffed  up  with  vain  and  overweening  opinion, 
nor  dejefted  with  heartlefs  diffidence  of  himfelf;  neither 
admiring,  nor  defpifing;  neither  irkfomely  hating,  nor 
fondly  loving  himfelf;  he  continues  in  good  humour, 
maintains  a  fure  friendfliip  and  fair  correfpondence  with 
himfelf,  and,  rejoices  in  the  retirement  and  private  conver- 
fation  with  his  own  thoughts :  whence  flows  a  plcafure 
and  fatisfaclion  unexpredible. 

XI.  Wifdom  procures  and  preferves  a  conflant  favour 
^nd  fair  refpe£t  of  men,  purchafes  a  good  name,  and 
upholds  reputation  in  the  world :  which  things  are  na* 
lurally  defirable,  commodious  for  life,  encouragements  to 
good,  and  preventive  of  many  inconveniences.  The  com- 
pofed  frame  of  mind,  uniform  and  comely  demeanour, 
compliant  and  inoffenfive  converfation,  fair  and  pun£^ual 
dealing,  confiderate  motions,  and  dexterous  addrefles  of 
wife  men  naturally  beget  efteem  and  affeftion  in  thofe 
that  obferve  them.  Neither  than  thefe  things  is  there 
any  thing  more  commendable  to  human  regard.  As 
fymmetry  and  harmony  to  the  animal  fenfes,  fo  delega- 
ble is  an  even  temper  of  foul  and  orderly  tenour  of  a&ions 
to  rational  apprehenfions.  Folly  is  freakifh  and  humo^ 
rous,  impertinent  and  obftreperous,  inconAant  and  in- 
confident,  peeviih  and  exceptions;  and  confequently  faf- 
tidious  to  fociety,  and  produ£tive  of  averfation  and  difi- 
refpc£l.  But  the  wife  man  is  ftable  in  his  ways,  confo- 
p^nt  to  himfelf^  fuiting  liis  adions  to  his  words,  and 
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thofe  to  his  principles^  and  all  to  the'rule  of  right  reafon ;  SERM» 
fo  that  you  may  know  where  to  find  him,  and  how  to  I. 
deal  with  him,  and  may  eafily  pleafe  him,  which  makes " 
his  acquaintance  acceptable,  and  his  perfon  valuable: 
befide  that  real  worth  of  itfelf  commands  refpefl,  and 
extorts  veneration  from  men,  and  ufually  profperity  waits 
upon  his  well-ad vifed  attempts,  which  exceedingly  adorn 
and  advance  the  credit  of  the  undertaker :  however,  if  be 
fail  fometime,  his  ufual  deportment  falves  his  repute,  and 
eafily  makes  it  credible  it  was  no  fault  of  his,  but  of  his 
fortune.  If  a  fool  profper,  the  honour  is  attributed  to 
propitious  chance;  if  he  mifcarry,  to  his  own  ill  manage- 
ment :  but  the  entire  glory  of  happy  undertakings  crowns 
the  head  of  Wifdom;  while  the  difgrace  of  unlucky  events 
falls  otherwhere.  His  light,  like  that  of  the  fun,  cannot 
totally  be  eclipfed;  it  may  be  dimmed,  but  never  ex- 
tinguiftied,  and  always  mainUins  a  day,  though  over- 
clouded with  misfortune.  Who  lefs  efteems  the  famous 
African  captain  for  being  overthrown  in  that  laft  fatal 
battle,  wherein  he  is  faid  to  have  fliewn  the  beft  (kill,  and 
yet  endured  the  worft  of  fuccefs  ?  Who  contemns  Cato, 
and  other  the  grave  citizens  of  Rome,  for  embracing  the 
juft,  but  improfperous  caufe  of  the  commonwealth  ?  A 
wife  man's  circumftances  may  vary  and  fluctuate  like  thd 
floods  about  a  rock ;  but  be  perfifts  unmoveably  the  fame, 
and  hid  reputation  unfhaken :  for  he  can  always  render  a 
good  account  of  his  actions,  and  by  reafonable  apology 
elude  the  aflaults  of  reproach. 

XII.  Wifdom  inftruSs  us  to  examine,  compare,  and 
rightly  to  value  the  obje£i;s  that  court  our  affe<ftions,  and 
challenge  our  care ;  and  thereby  regulates  our  paflions, 
and  moderates  our  endeavours,  which  begets  a  pleafant 
ferenity  and  peaceable  tranquillity  of  mind.  For  when, 
being  deluded  with  falfe  fhews,  and  relying  upon  ilU 
grounded  prefumptions,  we  highly  efteem,  paffionately 
affe&,  and  eagerly  purfue  things  of  little  worth  in  them- 
lelvesj  or  concernment  to  us,  as  we  unhandfomely  profti- 
Cute  our  affections,  and  prodigally  milTpend  our  time, 
and  vainly  lofe  our  labour;  fo  the  event  not  anfwering 
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SBRM.  our  exped:ation^  our  minds  thereby  are  confounded^ 
I"  difturbed,  and  diftempered.  But  when,  guided  by  right 
reafon,  we  conceive  great  efteem  of,  and  zealoufly  are 
enamoured  with,  and  vigoroufly  drive  to  attain  things  of 
excellent  worth,  and  weighty  confequence ;  the  confcience 
of  having  well  placed  our  affefiions,  and  well  employed 
our  pains,  aAd  the  experience  of  fruits  correfpondin]^  to 
our  hopes,  raviihes  our  mind  with  unexpreflible  content. 
And  fo  it  is:  prefent  appearance  and  vulgar  conceit 
ordinarily  impofe  upon  our  fancies,  difguifing  things  with 
a  deceitful  varnifh,  and  reprefenting  thofe  that  are  vaineft 
with  the  greateft  advantage;  whilft  the  nobleft  objects, 
being  of  a  more  fubtile  and  fpiritual  nature,  like  faireft 
jewels  inclofed  in  a  homely  box,  avoid  the  notice  of  grofs 
fenfe,  and  pafs  undifcerned  by  us.  But  the  light  of  Wif- 
dom,  as  it  unmafks  fpecious  impoAure,  and  bereaves  it  of 
its  falfe  colours ;  fo  it  penetrates  into  the  retirements  of 
true  excellency,  and  reveals  its  genuine  luftre.  For  ex-^ 
ample,  corporeal  pleafure,.  which  fo  powerfully  allures 
and  enchants  us,  Wifdom  declares  that  it  is  but  a  prefent^ 
momentany,  and  tranfient  fatisfaftion  of  brutifti  fenfe, 
dimming  the  light,  fuUying  the  beauty,  impairing  the 
vigour,  and  reftraining  the  aftivity  of  the  mind ;  divert- 
ing from  better  operations,  and  indifpofing  it  to  enjoy 
purer  delights ;  leaving  no  comfortable  relifh  or  gladfome 
memory  behind  it,  but  often  followed  with  bittemefg, 
regret,  and  difgrace.  That  the  profit  the  world  fo  greedily 
gapes  after  is  but  a  poffeflion  of  trifles,  not  valuable  in 
themfelves,  nor  rendering  the  mafters  of  them  fo ;  acci- 
dentally obtained,  and  promifcuoufly  enjoyed  by  all  forts, 
but  commonly  by  the  word  of  ineft ;  difficultly  acquired, 
and  eafily  loft ;  however,  to  be  ufed  but  for  a  very  (hort 
time,  and  then  to  be  refigned  into  uncertain  hands.  That 
the  honour  men  fo  dote  upon  is  ordinarily  but  the  diffe- 
rence of  a  few  petty  circumftances,  a  peculiar  name  or 
title,  a  determinate  place,  a  diftinguifhing  enfign ;  things 
of  only  imaginary  excellence,  derived  from  chance,  and 
conferring  no  advantage,  except  from  fome  little  in- 
fluence they  have  upon  the  arbitrary  opinion  and  fickle 
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humour  of  the  people;  complacence  in  which  is  vain,  SERM. 
and  reliance  upon  it  dangerous.  That  power  and  do-  I* 
miiuon^  which  men  fo  impatiently  ftruggle  for,  are  but 
neceflary  evils  introduced  to  reftrain  the  bad  tempers 
of  men ;  mod:  evil  to  them  that  enjoy  them ;  requiring 
tedious  attendance,  diflrading  care,  and  vexatious  toil ; 
attended  with  frequent  difappointment,  opprobrious  cen- 
fiire,  and  dangerous  envy;  having  fuch  real  burdens,  and 
flavifli  incumbrances,  fweetened  only  by  fuperiicial  pomps, 
ftnuned  obfequioufnefs,  fome  petty  privileges  and  exemp- 
tions fcarce  worth  the  mentioning.  That  wit  and  parts, 
of  which  men  make  fuch  oftentation,  are  but  natural 
endowments,  commendable  only  in  order  to  ufe,  apt  to 
engender  pride  and  vanity,  and  hugely  dangerous,  if 
ahofed  or  mifemployed.  What  fhould  I  mention  beauty, 
that  fading  toy ;  or  bodily  ftrength  and  aftivity,  qualities 
fo  palpably  inconfiderable  ?  Upon  thefe  and  fuch  like 
flattering  objefts,  fo  adored  by  vulgar  opinion,  Wifdom 
ezercifing  fevere  and  impartial  judgment,  and  perceiving 
in  them  no  intrinfic  excellence,  no  folid  content  fpringing 
from  them,  no  perfedion  thence  accruing  to  the  mind; 
BO  high  reward  allotted  to  them,  no  fecurity  to  the  future 
condition,  or  other  durable  advantages  proceeding  from 
them  ;  it  concludes  they  deferve  not  any  high  opinion  of 
the  mind,  nor  any  vehement  paflion  of  the  foul,  nor  any 
laborious  care  to  be  employed  on  them,  and  moderates 
our  affections  toward  them  :  it  frees  us  from  anxious  de- 
fire  of  them ;  from  being  tranfported  with  exceffive  joy 
in  the  acquifition  of  them ;  from  being  overwhelmed  with 
diiconfolate  forrow  at  the  miffing  of  them,  or  parting  with 
them ;  from  repining  and  envying  at  thofe  who  have  bet- 
ter fuccefs  than  ourfelves  in  the  procuring  them ;  from 
immoderate  toil  in  getting,  and  care  in  preferring  them  : 
and.fo  delivering  us  from  all  thefe  unquiet  anxieties  of 
thought,  tumultuous  perturbations  of  paffion,  and  tedious 
vexa^ons  of  body,  it  maintains  our  minds  in  a  cheerful 
calm,  quiet  indifferency,  and  comfortable  liberty.  On 
the  other  fide,  things  of  real  worth  and  high  concern- 
ment, that  produce  great  fatis&dion  to  the  mind,  and  are 
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SERM.  mainly  conducible  to  our  happinefs,  fuch  as  are  a  righC 
I*  underflanding  and  ftrong  fenfe  of  our  obligations  to  Al« 
mighty  God^  and  relations  to  men,  a  found  temper  and 
complexion  of  mind,  a  virtuous  difpofition,  a  capacity  to 
difcharge  the  duties  of  our  places,  a  due  qualification  to 
enjoy  the  happinefs  of  the  other  world ;  thefe  and  fuch 
like  things,  by  difcovering  their  nature,  and  the  effeAs 
refulting  from  them,  it  engages  us  highly  to  efteem,  ar- 
dently to  affefl,  and  induftrioufly  to  purfue ;  fo  prevent- 
ing the  inconveniences  that  follow  the  want  of  them, 
and  conveying  the  benefits  arifing  from  the  pofiTeffion  of 
them. 

XIII.  Wifdom  didinguiihes  the  circumfiances,  limits 
the  meafures,  determines  the  modes,  appoints  the  fit  fea- 
fons  of  aftion ;  fo  preferving  decorum  and  order,  the  pa- 
rent of  peace,  and  preventing  confufion,  the  mother  of 
iniquity,  ftrife,  and  difquiet.  It  is  in  the  bufinefs  of  hu- 
man life  as  in  a  building ;  a  due  proportion  of  bignefs,  a 
fit  fituation  of  place,  a  correfpondency  of  fhape,  and  fuit- 
ablenefs  of  colour,  is  to  be  obferved  between  the  parts 
thereof:  a  defe£l  in  any  of  which  requifites,  though  the 
materials  hap  to  be  choice  and  excellent,  makes  the  whole 
fabric  deformed  and  ugly  to  judicious  apprehenfion.  The 
bed  adlions,  if  they  fwell,  and  exceed  their  due  meafure, 
if  they  be  unfkilfully  mifplaced,  if  in  uncouth  manner 
performed,  they  lofe  their  quality,  and  turn  both  to  the-^ 
difgrace  and  difadvantage  of  life.  It  is  commendable  to 
pray;  but  they  that  would  always  be  performing  that 
duty,  by  their  abfurd  devotion  procured  to  themfelves  the 
title  of  heretics  :  and  they  that  will  ftand  praying  in 
places  of  public  concourfe,  deferved  our  Saviour's  repre- 
henfions ;  and  thofe  men  who,  againft  the  cuAom  and 
ordinary  ufe,  would  needs  pray  with  their  faces  covered, 
you  know  St.  Paul  infinuates  of  them,  that  they  were 
fond  and  contentious  perfons.  Friendly  admonition  is 
very  laudable,  and  of  rare  ufe ;  but  being  upon  all  occa- 
fions  immoderately  ufed,  or  in  public  fociety  fo  as  to 
encroach  upon  modefly,  or  endamage  reputation;  or 
when  the  perfon  admoni(hed  is  otherwife  employed,  and 
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attent  upon  his  bufinefs;  or  being  delivered  in  an  impe-  SERM. 
rioufly  infulting  way,  or  in  harfti  and  opprobrious  Ian-  .  !• 
guage ;  it  becomes  unlavoury  and  odious,  and  both  in  flidw 
and  effeA  refembles  a  froward,  malicious  exceptioulhefs. 
It  were  infinite  to  compute  in  how  many  inftances  want 
of  due  order,  meafure,  and  manner,  do  fpoil  and  incommo* 
date  a£tion.  It  is  Wifdom  that  appli)^  remedy  to  thefe 
mifchiefis.  Things  rnuft*  be  compared  to,  and  arbitrated 
by,  her  ftandard,  or  elfe  they  will  contain  fomething  of 
monfirous  enormity ;  either  flrutting  in  unwieldy  bulk, 
or  finking  in  defeftive  fcantnefs.  If  flie  do  not  fafliion 
and. model  circumftances,  they  will  fit  ugly  on  the  things 
that  wear  them ;  if  flie  do  not  temper  the  colours,  and  de- 
fcribe  the  lineaments,  the  draught  of  practice  will  be  but 
rude  and  imperfeS;,  and  little  refemble  the  true  pat- 
terns of  duty :  but  if  flie  interpofe,  and  perform  her  part, 
all  things  will  appear  conformable,  neat,  and  delicate. 

XIV.  Wifdom  difcovers  our  relations,  duties,  and  con- 
cernments, in  refpefit  of  men,  with  the  natural  grounds  of 
them;  thereby  both  qualifying  and  inclining  us  to  the 
difcharge  of  them  :  whence  exceeding  convenience,  plea« 
fure,  and  content  enfues.  By  it  we  underftand  we  are  parts 
and  members  of  the  great  body,  the  univerfe ;  and  are 
therefore  concerned  in  the  good  management  of  it,  and 
are  thereby  obliged  to  procure  its  order  and  peace,  and 
by  no  irregular  undertaking  to  difturb  or  difcompofe  it ; 
which  makes  us  honed  and  peaceable  men  :  that  we  pro- 
ceed from  the  fame  primitive  flock,  are  children  of  the 
(ame  father,  and  partake  of  the  fame  blood  with  all 
men;  are  endowed  with  like  faculties  of  mind,  paflions  of 
foul,  fliape  of  body,  and  fenfe  of  things :  that  we  have 
equally  implanted  in  our  original  conflitution  inclinations 
to  love,  pity,  gratitude,  fociablenefs,  quiet,  joy,  reputation : 
that  we  have  an  indifpenfable  need  and  impatient  defire  of 
company,  afiliflance,  comfort,  and  relief ;  that  therefore  it  is 
according  to  the  defign  of  nature,  and  agreeable  to  reafon, 
that  to  thofe,  to  whom  our  natural  condition  by  fo  many 
bands  of  cognation,  fimilitude,  and  mutual  necefiStUde,  hath 
knit  and  conjoined  us^  we  fliould  bear  a  kind  refped;  and 
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Bnal  experience,  and  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  wife  SERM. 
men  fufficiently  declare.    But  farther,  ^' 

XV.  The  principal  advantage  of  Wifdom  is,  its  ac- 
quainting us  with  the  nature  and  reafon  of  true  religion, 
and  affording  convi£kive  arguments  to  perfuade  to  the 
pra&ice  of  it ;  which  is  accompanied  with  the  pureft  de- 
lighty  and  attended  with  the  moft  folid  content  imagina- 
ble.    I  fay,  the  nature  of  religion,  wherein  it  confifts,  and 
what  it  requires ;  the  miftake  of  which  produceth  daily  fo 
many  mifchiefs  and  inconveniences  in  the  world,  and  ex- 
pofes  fo  good  a  name  to  fo  much  reproach.   It  fheweth  it 
confifleth  not  in  fair  profeffions  and  glorious  pretences, 
but  in  real  pra£tice ;  not  in  a  pertinacious  adherence  to 
any  feSt  or  party,  but  in  a  iincere  love  of  goodnefs,  and 
diflike  of  naughtinefs,  wherever  difcovering  itfelf ;  not  in 
vain  ofientations  and  flourifhes  of  outward  performance, 
but  in  an  inward  good  complexion  of  mind,  exerting  itfelf 
in  works  of  true  devotion  and  charity ;   not  in  a  nice 
orthodoxy,  or  politic  fubjedion  of  our  judgments  to  the 
peremptory  dictates  of  men,  but  in  a  fincere  love  of  truth, 
in  a  hearty  approbation  of,  and  compliance  with,  the  doc- 
trines fundamentally  good,  and  neceflary  to  be  believed ; 
not  in  harfh  cenfuring  and  virulently  inveighing  againft 
others,  but  in  careful  amending  our  own  ways ;  not  in  a 
peevifh  croflnefs   and  obftinate  repugnancy  to  received 
laws  and  cuftoms,  but  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  fubmiffion 
to  the  exprefs  laws  of  God,  and  lawful  commands  of 
man ;  not  in  a  furious  zeal  for  or  againfl:  trivial  circum- 
fiances,  but  in  a  confcionable  pra&ifing  the  fubdantial 
parts  of  religion ;  not  in  a  frequent  talking  or  contentious 
difputing  about  it,  but  in  a  ready  obfervance  of  the  un- 
queftionable  rules  and,  prefcripts  of  it :  in.  a  word,  that 
religion  confifts  in  nothing  elfe  but  doing  what  becomes 
our  relation  to  God,  in  a  conformity  or  fimilitude  to  his 
nature,  and  in  a  willing  obedience  to  his  holy  will :  to 
which  by  potent  incentives  it  allures  and  perfuades  us ; 
by  reprefenting  to  us  his  tranfcendently  glorious  attri- 
butes, confpicuoufly  difplayed  in  the  frame,  order,  and 
goyemment  of  the  world :  that  wonderful  Power,  which 
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SERM.  erefted  this  great  and  goodly  fabric ;  that  incomprehen- 
^'  fible  Wifdom,  which  preferves  it  in  a  conflant  harmony ; 
'  that  immenfe  Croodnefs^  which  hath  fo  carefully  provided 
for  the  various  neceflities,  delights,  and  comforts  of  its  in- 
numerable inhabitants.'  I  fay,  by  reprefenting  thofe  in- 
finitely glorious  perfediions,  it  engages  us  with  higheft 
refpeft  to  efleem,  reverence,  and  honour  him.  Alfo,  by 
minding  us  of  our  manifold  obligations  to  him,  our  re- 
ceiving being,  life,  reafon,  fenfe,  all  the  faculties,  powers, 
excellencies,  privileges,  and  commodities  of  our  natures 
from  him;  of  his  tender  care  and  loving  providence  con- 
tinually fupporting  and  protefting  us;  of  his  liberal  bene- 
ficence, patient  indulgence,  and  earned  defire  of  our  good 
and  happinefs,  by  manifold  expreffions  evidently  mani- 
feAed  tovtrard  us ;  it  inflames  us  with  ardent  love,  and 
obliges  us  to  officious  gratitude  toward  him.  Alfo,  by 
declaring  the  neceflary  and  irreconcileable  contrariety  of 
his  nature  to  all  impurity  and  perverfenefs,  his  peerlefs 
majefty,  his  irrefiftible  power,  and  his  all-feeing  know- 
ledge, it  begets  an  awful  dread  and  a  devout  fear  of  him. 
By  difcovering  him  from  his  infinite  benignity  willing, 
and  from  his  unlimited  power  only  able  to  fupply  our 
needs,  relieve  us  in  diftrefles,  protefl:  us  from  dangers, 
and  confer  any  valuable  benefit  upon  us,  it  engenders 
faith,  and  encourages  us  to  rely  upon  him.  By  revealing 
to  us  his  fupererainent  fovereignty,  uncontrolable  domi- 
nion, and  unqueftionable  authority  over  us ;  together  with 
the  admirable  excellency,  wifdom,  and  equity  of  his  laws, 
fo  juft  and  reafonable  in  themfelvcs,  fo  fuitable  to  our 
nature,  fo  conducible  to  our  good,  fo  eafy  and  praAica- 
ble,  fo  fweet  and  comfortable;  it  powerfully  inclines, 
and  by  a  gentle  force  as  it  were  conflrains  us  to  obe- 
dience. By  fuch  efficacious  inducements  Wifdom  urges 
us  to  all  duties  of  religion,  and  withal  furely  dire£ts  us 
(as  I  before  faid)  wherein  it  confifls ;  teaching  us  to  have 
right  and  worthy  apprehenfions  of  the  divine  nature,  to 
which  our  devotion,  if  true  and  good,  muft  be  fuited  and 
conformed :  and  fo  it  frees  us,  as  from  irreligion  and  pro- 
fane negle£t  of  God,  fo  from  fond  fuperftitions,  the  fources 
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of  fo  much  evil  to  mankind.  For  he  that  wifely  hath  con-  SERBL 
fidered  the  wifdom^  goodnefs,  and  power  of  God^  cannot  ^* 
imagine  God  can  with  a  regardle&  eye  overlook  his  pre-  "• 
fumptuous  contempts  of  his  laws,  or  endure  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  an  outrageous  defiance  of  Heaven,  to  continue 
hurting  himfelf,  or  injuring  his  neighbour ;  nor  can  ad- 
mit unreafonable  terrors,  or  entertain  fufpicious  conceits 
of  God,  as  of  an  imperious  mailer,  or  implacable  tyrant 
over  him,  eza&ing  impoilible  performances  from,  or  de- 
lighting in  the  fatal  miferies  of  his  creatures;  nor  can 
fuppofe  him  pleafed  with  hypocritical  fliews,  and  greatly 
taken  with  fuperficial  courtfbips  of  ceremonious  addreft; 
or  that  he  can  in  any  wife  favour  our  fiery  zeals,  fierce 
paffions/or  unjuft  partialities  about  matter  of  opinion  and 
eexeroony;  or  can  do  otherwife  than  deteft  all  fa£Uou8, 
harihj  uncharitable,  and  revengeful  proceedings,  of  what 
nature,  or  upon  what  ground  foever ;  or  that  he  can  be 
fb  inconfiftent  with  himfelf,  as  to  approve  any  thing  but 
what  is  like  himfelf,  that  is,  righteoufnefs,  fincerity,  and 
beneficence. 

Laflly,  Wifdom  attracts  the  favour  of  God,  purchafeth 
a  glorious  reward,  and  fecureth  perpetual  felicity  to  us. 
Far  God  loveth  none  but  him  that  dwelleth  with  wifdom.  w\![Mi.^%. 
And,  Glorious  is  the  fruit  of  good  labours:  and  the  root  of^^^  "• 
wifdom  fhall  never  fall  away.    And,  Happy  is  the  97tanProy.iii.19. 
thaifindeth  wifdom :  and,  Whofo  findeth  her jjindeih  life,^^^'  ®*' 
andjhall  obtain  favour  of  the  Lord.    Thefe  are  the  words 
of  wife  Solomon,  in  the  book  of  Wifdom,  and  in  the 
Proverbs.    God  loveth  her,  as  moft  agreeable  to  his  na- 
ture; as  refembling  him ;  as  an  offspring,  beam,  and  efflux 
of  that  Wifdom  which  founded  the  earth,  and  eftablifhed 
the  heavens ;  as  that  which  begetteth  honour,  love,  and 
obedience  to  his  commands,  and  truly  glorifies  him;  and 
as  that  which  promotes  the  good  of  his  creatures,  which 
he  eameftly  defires.    And  the  paths  (he  leads  in  are  fuch 
as  direftly  tend  to  the  promifed  inheritance  of  joy  and 
blifs. 

Thus  have  I  fimply  and  plainly  prefented  you  with  part 
of  what  my  m^tatjoji  fuggefled  upon  this  fubje^;  it 

vot.  u  p 
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SERM.  remains  that  we  endeavour  to  obtain  this  excellent  en- 
^'  dowment  of  foul,  by  the  faithful  exercife  of  our  reafon^ 
careful  obfervation  of  things,  diligent  (ludy  of  the  divine 
law,  watchful  refleflion  upon  ourfelves,  virtuous  and  reli- 
gious praftice;  but  efpecially,  by  imploring  the  divine 
influence,  the  original  fpring  of  light,  and  fountain  of  all 
true  knowledge,  following  St.  James's  advice :  If  any  man 
lack  wifdonij  let  him  ajk  it  of  God,  who  giveth  freely. 
Therefore,  O  everlafting  Wifdoni,  the  Maker,  Redeemer, 
and  Governor  of  all  things,  let  fome  comfortable  beams 
from  thy  great  body  of  heavenly  light  defcend  upon  us, 
to  illuminate  our  dark  minds,  and  quicken  our  dead 
hearts ;  to  enflame  us  with  ardent  love  unto  thee,  and  to 
direfit  our  fteps  in  obedience  to  thy  laws,  through  the 
gloomy  fliades  of  this  world,  into  that  region  of  eternal 
light  and  blifs,  where  thou  reigneft  in  perfeft  glory 
and  majcfty,  one  God  ever  blefled,  world  without  end'. 
Amen» 


SERMON    IL 


THE  PROFITABLENESS  OF  GODLINESS. 


iTiM.iv.S- 

Bui  Godlinefs  is  prqfilablefor  all  things. 

rlOW  generally  men,  with  moil  unanimous  confent,  are  SERM. 
devoted  to  profit,  as  to  the  immediate  fcope  of  their  de-      IL 
Sgns,  and  aim  of  their  doings,  if  with  the  flighted  atten- 
tion  we  view  what  is  a£):ed  upon  this  theatre  of  human 
afiairs,  we  cannot  but  difcern.    All  that  we  fee  men  fo 
very  ferious  and  indudrious  about,  which  we  call  bufi-Prov.  xiv. 
nefs ;  that  which  they  trudge  for  in  the  ftreets,  which  ^^^  ^^  ,^^ 
dicy  work  or  wait  for  in  the  (hops,  which  they  meet  and  >.«  «^;  fciy^t 
crowd  for  at  the  exchange,  which  they  fue  for  in  the  hall,  j'^^f^"^. 
and  folicit  for  at  the  court,  which  they  plough  and  digAriftopii. 
for,  which  they  march  a!nd  fight  for  in  the  field,  which 
they  travel  for  at  land,  and  fail  for  (among  rocks  and 
fiorms)  upon  the  fea,  which  they  plod  for  in  the  clofet, 
and  difpute  for  in  the  fchools,  (yea,  may  we  not  add, 
which  they  frequently  pray  for  and  preach  for  in  the 
Church  ?}  what  is  it  but  profit  ?  Is  it  not  this  apparently, 
for  which  men  fo  eagerly  conteft  and  quarrel,  fo  bitterly 
eovy  and  emulate,  fo  fiercely  clamour  and  inveigh,  fo 
cunningly  fupplant  and  undermine  one  another;  which 
ftafieth  their  hearts  with  mutual  hatred  and  fpite,  which 
tippeth  their  tongues  with  flander  and  reproach,  which 
often  embrueth  their  hands  with  blood  and  flaughter ;  for 
vbich  they  expofe  their  lives  and  limbs  to  danger^or 
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SERM.  which  they  undergo  grievous  toils  and  drudgeries,  for. 
J^'  which  they  diftraft  their  mind  with  cares,  and  pierce  their 
heart  withforrows ;  to  which  they  facrifice  their  prefent 
eafe  and  content,  yea,  to  which  commonly  they  proftitute 
their  honour  and  confcience  ?  This,  if  you  mark  it,  is  the 
great  miftrefs,  which  is  with  fo  paflionate  rivality  every 
where  wooed  and  courted ;  this  is  the  common  mark, 
which  all  eyes  aim,  and  all  endeavours  firike  at;  this  the 
hire  which  men  demand  for  all  their  pains,  the  prize  they 
hope  for  all  their  combats,  the  harveft  they  feek  from 
all  the  year's  afliduous  labour.  This  is  the  bait,  by  which 
you  may  inveigle  mod  men  any  whither ;  and  the  moft 
^  certain  fign,  by  which  you  may  prognofticate  what  any 
man  will  do :  for  mark  where  his  profit  is,  there  will  he 
be.  This  fome  profefledly  and  with  open  face,  others  flily 
■^Und  under  thin  veils  of  pretence,  (under  guife  of  friend- 
(hip,  of  love  to  public  good,  of  loyalty,  of  religious  zeal  j) 
fome  direftly  and  in  a  plain  track,  others  obliquely  and 
by  fubtile  trains ;  fome  by  fordid  and  bafe  means,  others 
in  ways  more  cleanly  and  plaufible;  fome  gravely  and' 
modeftly,  others  wildly  and  furioufly ;  all  (very  few  ex- 
cepted) in  one  manner  or  another,  do  clearly  in  moft  of 
their  proceedings  level  and  drive  at  *. 

This  praftice  then  being  fo  general,  and  feeing  that 
men  are  reafonable  creatures,  that  it  is  fo  cannot  furely 
proceed  from  mere  brutiftinefs,  or  dotage ;  there  muft  be 
fome  fair  colour  or  femblance  of  reafon,  which  draweth 
men  into,  and  carrieth  them  forward  in  this  way.  The 
reafon  indeed  is  obvious  and  evident  enough ;  the  very 
name  of  profit  implieth  it,  fignifying  that  which  is  ufefiil, 
pr  conducible  to  purpofes  really  or  feemingly  good.  The 
gain  of  money,  or  of  fomewhat  equivalent  thereto,  is 
therefore  fpecially  termed  profit,  becaufe  it  readily  fup- 
plietb  neceffity,  furniflieth  convenience,  feedeth  pleafurc. 


*  Prima  fere  vota,  et  cunftis  notiffima  templis,  ^^i 

Divitia  ut  crefcant,  &c.  Jwt.  Sat,  x. 

Omnes  ad  affe^um  atque  appetitum  utilitatis  fuae  naturae  ipfius  magiftorio 
fitqcie  impulflone  ducuntur.    Sah.  ad  EccI,  Cath.  3. 
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fktisfieth  fancy  and  curiofity,  promoteth  eafe  and  liberty,  SERl^it. 
fapporteth  honour  and  dignity,  procureth  power,  depcn-  "■ 
dencies,  and  friendfhips,  rendereth  a  man  fomebody  con- 
fiderable  in  the  world ;  in  fine,  enableth  to  do  good,  or 
to  perform  works  of  beneficence  and  charity.  Profit  is 
therefore  fo  much  affefiled  and  purfued,  becaufe  it  is,  or 
doth  feem,  apt  to  procure  or  promote  fome  good  defirable 
to  us; 

If  therefore  a  projeft  fhould  be  prdpofed  to  Us  verjr 
feafible,  and  probable  to  fucceed,  in  purfuance  whereof 
afluredly  we  ipight  obtain  great  profit;  methinks,  in 
oonfiftence  with  ourfelves,  and  conformably  to  our  ufual 
manner  of  afting,  we  fhould  be  very  ready  to  embrace 
and  execute  it.  Such  a  proje£t  it  is,  which  in  my  text, 
by  a  very  trufly  voucher  and  fkilful  judge  of  fuch  things, 
and  one  who  had  himfelf  fully  experimented  it,  is  pro- 
pofed  5  which  in  itfelf  is  very  pradlicable,  fo  that  any  of 
OB  may,  if  we  have  a  mind  to  it,  and  will  be  at  the  pains, 
throughly  compafs  and  carry  it  on :  which  will  exceed- 
ingly turn  to  account,  and  bring  in  gains  unto  us  unfpeak*- 
ably  vaft ;  in  comparifon  whereto  all  other  defigns,  which 
men  with  fo  much  care  and  toil  do  purfue,  are  very  un- 
profitable or  detrimental,  yielding  but  (hadows  of  profit, 
or  bringing  real  damage  to  us.  ' 

It  is  briefly  this,  to  be  religious  or  pious ;  that  is,  ih 
our  minds  ftead£Ei(Uy  to  believe  on  God,  (fuch  as  nature  in 
fome  meafure,  and  revelation  more  clearly,  declareth  him,) 
in  our  hearts  earneftly  to  love  and  reverence  him,  through 
all  our  pra£tice  fincerely  and  diligently  to  obferve  his  laws. 
This  is  it  which  St.  Paul  afiirmeth  to  be  profitable  for  all 
things^  and  which  it  is  my  intent,  by  God's  help,  to  re- 
commend unto  you  as  fuch ;  demonftrating  it  really  to 
be  fo,  by  reprefenting  fome  of  thofe  numberlefs  benefits 
and  advantages  which  accrue  from  it,  extending  to  all 
conditions  and  capacities  of  men,  to  all  dates,  all  feafons, 
and  in  efieft  to  all  afiairs  of  life. 

It  hath  been  ever  a  main  obftruAion  to  the  prafilice  of 
piety,  that  it  hath  been  taken  for  no  friend,  or  rather  for 
an  enemy,  to  profit  i  as  both  unprofitable  and  prejudicial 
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SBRM .  to  its  followers :  and  many  femblances  there  are  counte- 
"'  nancing  that  opinion.  For  religion  feemeth  to  fmother  or 
to  ilacken  the  induftry  and  alacrity  of  men  in  followinj^ 
profit,  many  ways :  by  charging  them  to  be  content  with 
a  little,  and  careful  for  nothing ;  by  diverting  their  aflfoc«* 
tions  and  cares  from  worldly  affairs  to  matters  of  another 
natm«,  place,  and  time,  prefcribing  in  the  firft  place  to 
feek  things  fpiritual,  heavenly,  and  future ;  by  difparaging 
all  fecular  wealth,  as  a  thing,  in  comparifon  to  virtua 
and  fpiritual  goods,  very  mean  and  inconfideraUe ;  by 
checking  greedy  defires  and  afpiring  thoughts  after  it  *, 
by  debarring  the  mod  ready  ways  of  getting  it,  (nolence, 
^^xa£Uon,  fraud,  and  flattery,)  yea,  ftraitening  the  beft 
ways,  eager  care  and  diligence;  by  commending  (lri& 
judice  in  all  cafes,  and  always  taking  part  with  con-* 
fcience  when  it  clalheth  with  intereft ;  by  paring  away . 
the  largeft  ufes  of  wealth,  in  the  prohibition  of  its  free 
enjoyment  to  pride  or  pleafure ;  by  enjoining  liberal  com- 
munication thereof  in  ways  of  charity  and  mercy;  by 
engaging  men  to  expofe  their  goods  fometimes  to  immi- 
nent hazard,  fometimes  to  certain  lofs ;  obliging  them  to 
ibrfake  all  things,  and  to  embrace  poverty  for  its  fake. 

It  favoureth  this  conceit,  to  obferve,  that  often  bad 
men  by  impious  courfes  do  appear  to  thrive  and  profper; 
while  good  men  feem  for  their  goodnefs  to  fuffer,  or  tp 
be  no  wife  vifibly  better  for  it,  enduring  taiuch  hardfliip 
and  dillrefs. 

It  furthereth  the  prejudice,  that  fome  perfons,^  void  of 
true  piety,  or  imperifeaiy  good,  (fome  dabblers  in  reli- 
gion,) do  not  from  their  lame,  flight,  and  fuperficial  per- 
formances, feel  iatisfa£lory  returns,  fuch  as  they  did  pre- 
fume  to  find ;  and  thence,  to  the  defamation  of  piety,  are 
Mal.iii.i4.dpt  to  fay,  with  thofe  men  in  the  Prophet,  It  is  vain  H 
ferve  God :  and  what  profit  is  it  that  we  have  kept  his  oT' 
dinance,  and  that  we  have  walked  mournfully  before  the 
Lord  of  hojls  ?  Yea,  that  fometimes  very  pious  men,  being 
out  of  humour,  and  fomewhat  difcompofed  by  the  urgent 
preflures  of  affliction,  the  difappointments  and  crofles  in- 
cident to  all  men  here  in  this  region  of  trouble,  are  i^  to 
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complain  and  exprefs  themfelves  diflatisfied,  faying  with  S£RM. 
Job,  //  profiteth  a  man  nothing  that  hejhould  delight  him^       "• 
fplfwith  God.     What  advantage  will  it  he  unto  me^  and  Job  Txiir. 
whai  profit  Jhall  I  have^  if  I  be  cleanfed  from  my  fin  ?  or^*  "x^-a- 
with  David,  Verily  I  have  cleanfed  my  heart  in  vain^  and  VLlxxWi. 
wajhed  my  hands  in  innocency :  for  all  the  day  long  I  have  ^^*  *** 
ieen  plagued^  and  chajiened  every  morning. 

To  thefe  confiderations,  difadvantageous  in  this  refpefit 
to  piety,  may  be  added,  that  the  conftant  and  certain  pro- 
fits emergent  from  it  (although  incomparably  more  fub- 
llantial,  and  to  the  mind  more  fenfible  than  any  other)  are 
Dot  yet  fo  grofs  and  palpable,  that  men,  who  from  being 
immerfed  in  earth  and  flefli  are  blind  in  error,  dull  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  vain  and  inconfiderate  in  their  judgments, 
tainted  and  vitiated  in  their  palates,  can  difcern  their 
worth,  or  relifli  their  fweetnefs.  Hence  it  is  that  fo  many 
follow  the  judgment  and  praftice  of  thofe  in  Job,  who  fay  joh  xxi. 
unto  Gody  Depart  from  us;  for  we  defire  not  the  hnowledge^^*  "• 
(jf  thy  ways.  JVhat  is  the  Almighty ^  that  we  fliould  ferve 
him?  and  what  profit  fhould  we  have^  if  we  pray  unto 
him? 

For  voiding  which  prejudices,  and  the  recommendation 
of  St,  Paul's  projeft,  I  fhall,  as  I  faid,  propofe  fome  of 
thofe  innumerable  advantages,  by  confidering.  which  the 
immenfe  profitablenefs  of  piety  will  appear.  And  firft,  I 
fhall  mention  thofe  confiderations,  which  more  plainly  do 
import  univerfality  ;  then  fhall  touch  fome  benefits  thereof, 
feeming  more  particular,  yet  in  effeft  vafUy  large,  and  of 
a  very  diffufive  influence. 

I.  Firfl  then,  we  may  confider,  that  piety  is  exceeding 
ufefiil  for  all  forts  of  men,  in  all  capacities,  all  flates,  all 
relations  i  fitting  and  difpofing  them  to  manage  all  their 
refpeftive  concernments,  to  difcharge  all  their  peculiar 
duties,  in  a  proper,  jufl,  and  decent  manner. 

Itrendereth  all  fuperiors  equal  and  moderate  in  theirEph.vi.  9. 
adminiflrations ;  mild,  courteous,  and  affable  in  their  con-^®^'  *^*  ^" 
verfe;  benign  and  condefcenfive  in  all  their  demeanour 
toward  their  inferiors. 

Correfpondently  it  difpofeth  inferiors  to  be  fincere  an^  Eph.  ti.  5. 
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8ERH.  £uthful^  modeft^  loving,  refpeaful,  diligent^  apt  winiii|^ 

**'      to  yield  due  fubjeAion  and  fervice. 
CoL  iii.  93.     It  inclineth  princes  to  be  juft,  gentle,  benign,  careful  toe 
I  Peu  u.  18.  ^^^  fubjea«'  good,  apt  to  adminifter  juftice  uprightly,  to 

proteA  rigbty  to  encourage  virtue,  to  check  wickednefiu 
Rom.  xiii.  Anfwcfably  it  rendereth  fubjeds  loyal,  fubmiffive,  obe- 
TtL  m.  i:  dient,  quiet,  and  peaceable,  ready  to  yield  due  honour, 
iPiet.iLi3.to  pay  the  tributes  and  bear  the  burdens  impofed,  to  dif- 
1  Ptt.  IT.  9.  charge  all  duties,  and  obferve  all  laws  prefcribed  by  their 
^*«^-^»*- governors,  confcionably,  patiently,  cheerfully,  without 

relu£tancy,  grudging,  or  murmuring. 
Eph«  Ti.  4.      It  maketh  parents  loving,  gentle,  provident  for  dmr 
C^^»^«i«  children's  good  education,  and  comfortable  fubfiflenoe; 
£pb.^.i/ children  again,  dutiful,  refpe&ful,  grateful,  apt  to  requite 
Col.  m.  20.  their  parents. 

Epb.v.  35.  Hufbands  from  it  become  afied^ionate  and  compliant 
fp^i^^^' to  their  wives;  wives  fubmiffive  and  obedient  to  dieir 
Cph.  ▼.  33.  hufbands* 

T?t  iL*"'      It  difppfeth  friends  to  be  friends  indeed,  full  of  cordial 
X  Pet.  Ui.  5.3LfftSdon  and  good-will,  entirely  faithful,  firmly  confian^ 
induflrioully  careful  and  a&ive  in  performing  all  good 
offices  mutually. 

It  engageth  men  to  be  diligent  in  their  calling,  £uthfiil 
to  their  tilifts,  contented  and  peaceable  in  their  flatioQp 
and  thereby  ferviceable  to  public  good. 
GaL  Tu  3.  It  rendereth  all  men  juft  and  punftual  in  their  dealing, 
iSiL  h.  8.  ^^^^^y  ^"^  quiet  in  their  behaviour,  courteous  and  com- 
1  TbeC  iii.  plaifant  in  their  converiation,  friendly  and  charitable  upon 
9  Cor.  iz.  ^  occafions,  apt  to  affift,  to  relieve,  to  comfort  one  an- 
M.  other. 

It  tieth  all  relations  more  fEiflly  and  ftrongly,  affiireCh 
and  augmenteth  all  endearments,  enforceth  and  efiabltfh- 
eth  all  obligations  by  the  firm  bands  of  conicience;  let 
afide  which,  no  engagement  can  hold  fure  againft  tempta* 
tions  of  intereft  or  pleafure.  Much  difference  there  is  be- 
tween performing  thefe  duties  out  of  natural  temper,  fear 
of  puniihment,  hope  of  temporal  reward,  felfiffi  defign,  re* 
gard  to  credit,  or  other  the  like  principles,  and  the  dif* 
charging  them  out  of  religious  confcience :  this  alone  will 
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keq>  men  tight,  unifons,  refolute,  and  ftable;  whereas  SBRltf. 
all  other  principles  are  loofe  aiid  flippery,  will  foon  be      ^^' 
fliaken  and  fidter. 

In  confequence  to  thofe  pra£tices  fpringing  fVom  it, 
piety  removeth  oppreffion,  violence,  iaAion,  diforders,  and 
murmurings,  out  of  the  ilate;  fchifnis  and  fcandals  out  of 
the  church;  pride  and  hau^btinefs,  (loth  and  luxury,  de- 
tniAion  and  fycophantry,  ont  of  the  court ;  corruption  and 
partiality  out  of  judicatures ;  clamours  and  tumults  out  of 
the  fireet;  brawUngs,  grudges,  and  jealoufies  out  of  fami- 
lies ;  extortion  and  cozenage  out  of  trade ;  ftrifes,  emula- 
tions, ilanderous  backbitings,  bitter  and  foul  language^ 
out  of  converfation :  in  all  places,  in  all  focieties  it  pro- 
duceth,  it  advanceth,  it  eftablifheth,  order,  peace,  fafety, 
profperity,  all  that  is  good,  all  that  is  lovely  or  hand- 
Ibme,  all  that  is  convenient  or  pleafant  for  human  fociety 
and  common  life.  It  is  that  which,  as  the  Wife  Man  Ph>v.  zif. 
laith,  exalteth  a  nation;  it  is  that  which  eftahlijheth  fl^lag*'"' 
ikrone*  zziz.  i4» 

It  is  indeed  the  bed  prop  and  guard  that  can  be  of][^|^ 
government,  and  of  the  commonweal :  for  it  fettleth  the 
body  politic  in  a  found  conftitution  of  health,  it  firmly 
cementeth  the  parts  thereof;  it  putteth  all  things  into  a 
right  order  and  fteady  courfe.  It  procureth  miftual  refpeft 
and  afiedion  between  governors  and  fubjefts,  whence 
arileth  fafety,  eafe,  and.  pleafure  to  both.  It  rendereth 
men  truly  good,  (that  is,  juft  and  honed,  fober  and  confi- 
derate,  modeft  and  peaceable,)  and  thence  apt,  without 
any  conftraint  or  ftir,  to  yield  every  one  their  due ;  not 
afieded  to  needlefs  change,  not  difpofed  to  raife  any  dif- 
turbance.  It  putteth  men  in  good  humour,  and  keepeth 
them  in  it ;  whence  things  pafs  fmoothly  and  pleafantly. 
It  cherifheth  worth,  and  encourageth  induftry ;  whence 
virtue  flouriiheth,  and  wealth  is  increafed;  whence  the 
occafions  and  means  of  diforder  are  (lopped,  the  pretences 
for  (edition  and  fadiion  are  cut  off.  In  fine,  it  certainly 
procureth  the  benediction  of  God,  the  fource  of  all  wel- 
fiure  and  profperity :  whence,  When  it  goeth  well  with  the?tov.xiio. 
righieous,  the  city  rejoiceth;  and.  When  the  righteous  a«"***  ^' 
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SERM.  in  aiUhority,  the  people  rejdce^  faith  the  great  politician 
!'•      Solomon. 

It  is  therefore  the  concernment  of  all  men,  who,  as  the 
Pfal. xxriv. Pfalmift  fpeaketh,  dzjire  io  ihe  well,  and  uouldjainjee 
iPrtJij.io.^oofi?  iayj;  it  is  the  fpeci^  iiitcreit  of  great  perfons,  (of 
the  magiftracy,  the  nobility,  the  gentry,  of  all  perfons 
that  have  any  considerable  intereft  in  the  world,)  who 
would  fafely  and  fweetlj-  enjdy  their  dignity,  power,  or 
wealth,  by  all  means  to  proted  and  promote  piety,  as  the 
beft  infirument  of  their  fecurity,  and  undifturbedly  enjoy- 
ing the  accommodations  of  their  ftate.  Tis  in  all  refpe^ 
their  belt  wifdom  and  policy ;  that  which  will  as  well  pre- 
fene  their  outward  ftate  here,  as  fatisfy  their  confciencet 
w  ithiu,  and  fave  their  fouls  hereafter.  All  the  Machiave* 
lian  arts  and  tricks,  all  the  lleights  and  fetches  of  worldly 
craft,  do  fignify  nothing  in  comparifon  to  this  one  plain 
and  eafy  way  of  fccurirg  and  furthering  their  interefts. 

If  then  it  be  a  grofs  abfurdity  to  defire  the  fruits,  anil 
not  to  take  care  of  tlie  root,  not  to  cultivate  the  flock^ 
whence  they  fprout ;  if  every  prince  gladly  would  have 
his  fubjecls  loyal  and  obedient,  every  mafter  would  have 
his  Tenants  honefi,  diligent,  and  obfen-ant,  every  parent 
would  ha^-e  his  children  officious  and  grateful,  every  man 
would  have  his  friend  faithful  and  kind,  every  one  would 
have  thofe  juft  and  Sincere,  with  whom  he  doth  negociate 
or  converfe;  if  any  one  would  choofe  to  be  related  to 
fuch,  and  would  citeem  their  relation  a  happinefs ;  then 
confequently  (liould  every  man  in  reafon  firive  to  furtlier 
piety,  from  whence  alone  thofe  good  difpofitions  and 
prances  do  proceed. 

II.  Piety  doth  fit  a  man  for  all  conditions,  qualifying 
liim  to  pafs  through  them  all  with  the  belt  advantage, 
wifely,  cheerfully,  and  Aifcly ;  fo  as  to  incur  no  confider- 
able  harm  or  detriment  by  them. 

Is  a  man  profpcrous,  high,  or  wealthy  in  condition  ? 
Piety  guardeth  him  from  all  the  mifchlcfs  incident  to  that 
flatc,  and  difpofeth  him  to  enjoy  tbiC  belt  advantages 
thereof.  It  keepcth  him  from  l>cing  fwcllod  and  puffed 
up  with  vain  conceit,  from  being  lianfportcJ  with  fond 
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complacence  or  confidcDce  therein ;  minding  him,  that  it  SERM. 
as  purely  the  gift  of  God,  that  it  abfolutely  dependeth  on      ^^' 
his  difpofal,  fo  that  it  may  foon  be  taken  from  him ;  and 
that  he  cannot  otherwife  than  by  humility,  by  gratitude, 
by  the  good  ufe  of  it,  be  fecure  to  retain  it;  minding  him 
aUb,  that  he  fhall  aflfuredly  be  forced  to  render  a  ftrid:  ac- 
coant  concerning  the  good  management  thereof.  It  pre- 
ierveth  him  from  being  perverted  or  corrupted  with  the 
temptations,  to  which  that  condition  is  moft  liable ;  from 
Itiziuy,  fTX>m  floth,  from  fiupidity,  irom  forgetfulnefs  of 
God^  and  of  himfelf ;  maintaining  among  the  floods  of 
^enty  a  ibber  and  fleady  mind.    It  fenceth  him  from  in- 
ibkoce,  and  &ftuous  contempt  of  others ;  rendereth  him 
civile  condefcenfive,  kind  and  helpful  to  thofe  who  are  in  a 
meaner  date.  It  inftru£l:eth  and  inciteth  him  to  apply  his 
wealth  and  power  to  the  befl  ufes,  to  the  fervice  of  God,  to 
the  benefit  of  his  neighbour,  for  his  own  bed  reputation, 
and  moft  folid  comfort.  It  is  the  right  ballaft  of  profperity, 
the  only  antidote  for  all  the  inconveniences  of  wealth ;  that 
which  fecureth,  fweeteneth,  and  fanfUfieth  all  other  goods: 
without  it  all  apparent  goods  are  very  noxious,  or  ex- 
tremely dangerous ;  riches,  power,  honour,  eafe,  pleafure, 
are  fo  many  poifons,  or  fo  many  fnares>  without  it.  Again, 
is  a  man  poor  and  low  in  the  world  ?  Piety  doth  improve 
and  fweeten  even  that  ftate :  it  keepeth  his  fpirits  up 
above  deje£tion,  defperation,  and  difconfolatenefs ;  it  freeth 
him  from  all  grievous  folicitude  and  anxiety;   ihewing 
him,  that  although  he  feemeth  to  have  little,  yet  he  may 
be  aflured  to  want  nothing,  he  having  a  certain  fuccour 
and  never-failing  fupply  from  God's  good  providence; 
that,  notwithftanding  the  prefent  ilraituefs  of  his  condi- 
tion, or  fcantnefs  of  outward  things,  he  hath  a  title  to 
goods  infinitely  more  precious  and  more  confiderable.    A 
pious  man  cannot  but  apprehend  himfelf  like  the  child  of 
a  moft  wealthy,  kind,  and  careful  father,  who,  although 
he  hath  yet  nothing  in  his  own  poiTeflion,  or  paffing  under 
his  name,  yet  is  affured,  that  he  can  never  come  into  any 
want  of'  what  is  needful  to  him :  the  Lord  of  all  things 
(who  hath  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  at  liis  difpofal^ 
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8ERM.  who  is  infinitely  tender  of  his  children's  good,  who  doth 
J^'       inceflkntly  watch  over  them)  being  his  gracious  Father^ 
how  can  he  fear  to  be  left  deftitute,  or  not  to  be  compd* 
tently  provided  for,  as  is  truly  bed  for  him  ? 

This  is  the  difference  between  a  pious  and  an  impious 
man.  Is  the  pious  man  in  need  ?  he  hath  then  an  invifi* 
ble  refuge  to  fly  to,  an  invifible  (lore  to  furmfli  him  ;  h» 
hath  fomewhat  beyond  all  prefent  things  to  hope  in»  to 
comfort  himfelf  with :  whereas  the  impious  perfon  hath 
nothing  befide  prefent  appearances  to  fupport  or  folace 
himfelf  by ;  the  which  failing,  down  he  finketh  into  de^ 
je£Uon  and  defpair.  Is  the  good  man  in  afRidion?  he 
knoweth  that  it  coroeth  not  on  him  without  Grod's  wife 
appointment,  nor  without  good  intention  toward  bim^  for 
probation,  exercife,  and  improvement  of  his  virtues,  or  for 
wholefome  corre£Uon  of  his  bad  difpofitions ;  that  it  is  only 
phyfic  and  discipline  to  him,  which  (hall  have  a  comfort- 
able iflue ;  that  it  (Iiall  laft  no  longer  than  it  is  expedient 
for  him  that  it  (hould  :  wherefore  he  patiently  fubmitteth 
to  it,  and  undergoeth  it  cheerfully,  with  the  fame  mind 
wherewith  a  patient  fwalloweth  down  an  unfavoury  potioo» 
which  he  prefumeth  will  conduce  to  his  health  K  Never^ 
indeed,  hath  any  man  enjoyed  more  real  content,  or  hath 
been  more  truly  fatisfied,  than  good  men  have  been  in  a 
feeming  depth  of  adverfity.  What  men  ever  upon  earth 
have  been  more  forely  afili&ed,  have  underwent  greater 
loflfes,  difgraces,  labours,  troubles,  diftrefles  in  any  kindj 
than  did  the  holy  Apoftles  ?  Yet  did  they  moft  heartily 
rejoice,  exult,  and  triumph  in  them  all  ^.  .Such  a  woq- 
drous  virtue  hath  piety  to  change  all  things  into  matter 
of  confolation  and  joy.  No  condition  in  tffe€t  can  be  evil 
Or  fad  to  a  pious  man  :  his  very  forrows  are  plea&nt,  his 

^  Scimus  amicos  Dei  ab  amantiffimo,  mifericordiffimo  Patre  Deo  mala  ilia 
poenalia  recipere,  non  ut  pGcnam  feu  vindi^am  iracundise,  fed  magis  ut  cof^ 
reCliones  et  medicamenta  ftuldttse,  etadjumenta  yirtutis,  ut  maUeatkmei  fivt 
iabricationcs,  et  tunfiones,  five  ablutiones>  et  caudidationes.  GuiL  Par,  dt 
Sacram. 

f»i*^9f  Mu  ^  w^if  r«y  Xfiriy  Ayawfi,  xai  ro  vniSfimvi  trmr^xiv,  Enfth,  T.  1,  Mart, 
tugd. 
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infirmities  are  wbolefome,  his  wants  enrich  hlm^  his  dif-  SERM. 
graces  adorn  him,  his  burdens  eafe  him  i  his  duties  are  1^- 
privileges^  his  ialls  are  the  grounds  of  advancement,  his 
very  fins  (as  breeding  contrition,  humility,  circumfpec- 
tioD,  and  vigilance)  do  better  and  profit  him :  whereas  im- 
j)iety  doth  Ipoil  every  condition,  doth  corrupt  and  embafe 
ill  good  things,  doth  embitter  all  the  conveniences  and 
tomforts  of  life. 

III.  Piety  doth  virtually  comprife  within  it  all  other 
profits,  ferving  all  the  defigns  of  them  all :  whatever  kind 
of  defirable  good  we  can  hope  to  find  from  any  other  pro- 
fity  we  may  be  aflured  to  enjoy  from  it. 

He  that  hath  it  is  ipfo  faSio  vaftly  rich,  is  intitled  to 
immenfe  treafures  of  moft  precious  wealth ;  in  comparifon 
whereto  all  the  gold  and  all  the  jewels  in  the  world  are 
mere  baubles.  He  hath  intered  in  God,  and  can  call  him 
his,  who  is  the  all,  and  in  regard  to  whom  all  things 
exiftent  are  lefs  than  nothing.  The  infinite  power  and 
wifdom  of  God  belong  to  him,  to  be  ever,  upon  all  fit 
occafions,  employed  for  his  benefit.  All  the  inefiimable 
treafures  of  heaven  (a  place  infinitely  more  rich  than  the 
Indies)  are  his,  after  this  moment  of  life,  to  have  and  to 
hold  for  ever :  fo  that  great  reafon  had  the  Wife  Man  to 
fcy,  that  In  the  houfe  of  tlie  righteous  is  much  treajiire.  Prov.  xv.  6. 
Piety  therefore  is  profitable,  as  immediately  inflating  in 
wealth:  and  whereas  the  defired  fruits  of  profit  are  chiefiy 
tfaefe,  honour,  power,  pleafure,  fafety,  liberty,  eafe,  op- 
portunity of  getting  knowledge,  means  of  benefiting 
others  5  all  thefe,  we  (hall  fee,  do  abundantly  accrue  from 
piety,  and  in  truth  only  from  it. 

The  pious  man  is  in  truth  moft  honourable.     Inter  Ao-seii.Ep.se. 
mines  pro  Jiimmo  eji  optimus,  faith<  Seneca ;  whom  Solo- 
mon tranflateth  thus;  The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than Prov.  xii. 
his  neighbour.     He  is  dignified  by  the  moft  illuftrious  ^^\  ^^ , 
titles,  a  Ion  of  God,  a  friend  and  favourite  to  the  fovereign  ^mt  i  Jkym* 
King  of  the  world,  an  heir  of  heaven,  a  denizen  of  the  Je-  ^'^i,*^^ 
rufalem  above :  titles  far  furpaffing  all  thofe  which  world- Jot.  Etk.  Ui. 
ly  ftate  doth  aflume.    He  is  approved  by  the  beft  and^' 
moft  infallible  judgments,  wherein  true  honour  refideth. 


50  The  TroJUallenefs  of  Godlinefs 

SERM.  He  is  refpedied  by  God  himfelf,  by  the  holy  angels^  by 

^J'      the  blefled  faints^  by  all  good  and  all  wife  perfons ;  yea, 

Prov.  xii.    commonly,  by  all  men :  for  the  effe£U  of  genuine  pietf 

•'  *•         are  fo  venerable  and  amiable,  that  fcarcc  any  man  can  do 

otberwife  than  in  his  heart  much  efteem  him  that  work- 

eth  them. 

The  pious  man  is  alfo  the  moft  potent  man :  he  hath  a 
kind  of  omnipotency,  becaufe  he  can  do  whatever  he  will, 
that  is,  what  he  ought  to  do  ^ ;  and  becaufe  the  Divine 
Power  is  ever  ready  to  affift  him  in  his  pious  enterprifefl^ 
fo  that  he  can  do  all  things  by  Chri/i  thaljlrengt/ienetk 
him.  He  is  able  to  combat  and  vanquifli  him  that  it 
6  l(rxypog^  the  Jiout  and  mighty  one;  to  wage  war  with 
happy  fuccefs  againfl  principalities  and  powers.  He  con* 
l>rov.  xvi.  quereth  and  commandeth  himfelf,  which  is  the  braved 
Vd*  Sen*^'  viftory  and  nobleft  empire :  he  quelleth  fleftily  lufts,  fub- 
<leBen.v.7.dueth  inordinate  paffions,  and  repelleth  (Irong  tempta- 
tions. He,  by  his  faith,  overcometh  the  world  with  a- 
conqueft  far  more  glorious  than  ever  any  Alexander  or 
Csfar  could  do.  He,  in  fine,  doth  perform  the  moft 
worthy  exploits,  and  deferveth  the  moft  honourable  tri- 
umphs that  man  can  do. 

The  pious  man  alfo  doth  enjoy  the  only  true  pleafures; 
hearty,  pure,  folid,  durable  pleafures ;  fuch  pleafures  aa 
Pf.  xvi.ii.  thofe,  of  which  the  divine  Pfalmift  fingeth :  In  thy  prem 
fence  is  fulnefs  of  joy  ;  at  thy  right  liand  there  are  pleor 
Rom.  XV.  fures  for  evermore.  That  all  joy  in  believing j  that  gaiety 
Hcb  iii  6  ^f  ^ope,  that  inceflant  rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  and  greatly 
Phil.  jv.  4.  delighting  in  his  law,  that  continual  feaft  of  a  good  con- 
cxii?i."i.1i.  fcience,  theit  ferving  the  Lord  with  gladnefs,  that  exceeding 
cMxA6,94,  gladnefs  with  God's  countenance,  that  comfort  of  the  Holy 
gi',iii.i4Q.  Spirit,  that  joy  unfpeakahle  and  full  of  glory  ;  the  latis- 
c.  2.  xxi.  6.  f5a£tion  refulting  from  the  contemplation  of  heavenly  truthp 
lf.xxix.i9.from  the  fenlb  of  Gknl's  favour,  and  the  pardon  of  his 
ao'^&c^**    fins,  from  the  influence  of  God's  grace,  from  the  hopes 

1  Pet.  i.  8.  and  anticipation  of  everlafting  blifs ;  thefe  are  pleafures 

Rom.  ziv. 

17. 

(*  Tantum  quantum  vult  poteft,  qai  fe  nifi  quod  debet  non  putat  pofle. 
Stmic.  Ep»  xc. 
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indeed^  iri  comparifon  whereto  all  other  pleafures  are  no  SERM. 
more  than  brutifli  fenfualities,  fordid  impurities,  fuper-      11. 
ficial  touches,  tranfient  flafhes  of  delight :  fuch  as  fliould  "~""~~^ 
be  iniipid  and  unfavoury  to  a  rational  appetite  \  fuch  as 
are  tinftured  with  fourhefs  and  bitternefs,  have  painful 
remorfes  or  qualms  confequent^.     All  the  pious  man's 
|)erformances  of  duty  and  of  devotion  are  full  of  pure 
fatiisfaftion  and  delight  here,  they  fliall  be  rewarded  with 
perfeft  and  endlefs  joy  hereafter. 

As  for  fafety,  the  pious  man  hath  it  moft  abfolute  and 
furcS ;  he  being  guarded  by  Almighty  power  and  wifdom  J 
rejling  under  the  Jhadow  of  God's  wings;  God  upholding  PC,  xvil  8. 
him  with  his  handy  ordering  hisJlepSjfo  that  none  of  theni^^^^^^'  ^y\ 
JhallJUde,  holding  his  foul  in  life^  andfuffering  not  his  feet  4.  xci.  4. 
to  be  moved;  he  being,  by  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  "^^ii^*' 
fecured  from  the  aflaults  and  impreffions  of  all  enemies, 'f^vii.  23. 
from  fin  and  guiIt,'*from  the  Devil,  world,  and  flefli,  fromiaajxvLg. 
death  and  hell,  which  are  our  moft  formidable,  and  in"*''^''**« 
cffeft  only  dangerous  enemies. 

As  for  liberty,  the  pious  man  moft  entirely  and  truly 
doth  enjoy  thai: ;  he  alone  is  free  from  captivity  to  that 
cruel  tyrant  Satan,  from  the  miferable  flavery  to  fin,  from 
the  grievous  dominion  of  luft  and  paffion.     He  can  do 
what  he  pleafeth,  having  a  mind  to  do  only  what  is  good 
and  fit.    The  Law  he  obferveth  is  worthily  called  the  per- j^im.  i.  55. 
fi&  law  of  liberty ;  the  Lord  he  ferveth  pretendeth  only 
to  command  freemen  and  friends :  Ye  are  myfriends^  faid  Johnxv. 
he,  if  ye  do  whatever  I  command  you  ;  and.  If  the  Sonfet  ot^*l'il^f[ 
you  free,  then  are  ye  free  indeed.  «*  in^lkt^ 

And  for  eafe,  it  is  he  only  that  knoweth  it ;  having  his  ^  f!iJel*s 
mind  exempted  from  the  diftra^lion  of  care,  from  diforder  5|'*^^?'jj 
of  paflSon,  from  anguifh  of  confcience,  from  the  drudge-  Thod. 
ries  and  troubles  of  the  world,  from  the  vexations  and  dif- 
qiuets  which  fin  produceth.     He  findeth  it  made  good  to 

*  Qnid  cnim  jucundius,  quam  Dei  Patris  et  Domini  reconciliation  quam 
veritatis  rcvelatio,  quam  errorum  rccognitio,  quam  tot  retro  criminum  venia? 
quae  major  voluptas,  quam  failidium  ipfius  voluptatis,  quam  faeculi  totius 
contemptusy  quam  vera  libertas,  quam  confcientia  integ^ra,  quam  vita  fuffi^ 
ciensy  quam  mortis  timor  null  us,  &c.  ?  Terf,  tie  Speffae,  39. 
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SERM.  him^  which  our  Lord  inviting  him  did  promife.  Come  unU 
^^'  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  ladetiy  and  I  will  give 
Matuxi.  you  reft:  he  fecleth  the  truth  of  thofe  divine  aflertioni, 
If  xxvi.  3.  '^^^^  ^^^^  *^^  **^  ^^  perfe6t  peace,  whofe  mind  isjiayed 
Pf.  cxix.  on  thee  ;  and.  Great  peace  have  they  which  love  thy  law, 
^^*'  and  nothing  Jhall  offend  them. 

As  for  knowledge,  the  pious^  man  alone  doth  attain  it 
confiderably,  fo  as  to  become  truly  wife  and  learned  td 
Prov.         purpofe.     Evil  men,  faith  the  Wife  Man  himfelf,  who 
xxviii.  5.    luiew  well,  under/land  not  judgment :  but  they  thai  Jbek 
the  Lord  underjtand  all  things.    It  is  the  pious  man  that 
employeth  his  mind  upon  the  moft  proper  and  worthy 
obje£ls,  that  knoweth  things  which  certainly  bed  deferve 
to  be  known,  that  hath  his  foul  enriched  with  the  choic- 
er notions ;  he  (killeth  to  aim  at  the  bed  ends,  and  to 
compafs  them  by  the  fitted  means ;  he  can  aflign  to  each 
thing  its  due  worth  and  value ;  he  can  profecute  things  by 
the  bed  methods,  and  order  his  affairs  in  the  bed  manner : 
fo  that  he  is  fure  not  to  be  defeated  or  difappointed  in  his 
endeavours,  nor  to  miflpend  his  care  and  pains,  without 
anfwerable  fruit.    He  hath  the  bed  mader  to  indruft  him 
in  his  dudies,  and  the  bed  rules  to  direft  him  in  his  pro- 
ceedings :  he  cannot  be  nidaken,  feeing  in  his  judgment 
and  choice  of  things  he  confpireth  with  in&llible  wifdom. 
Trifmeg.     Therefore  h  euasSoov  ixpms  f  iXoo-o^ei,  the  pious  man  is  the  er- 
Job  xxviii.  quifite  philofopher.     The  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is  wifdom  ; 
Prov.ix.io.ait^  to  depart  from  evil  is  under/landing.     The  fear  of  the 
Pfal.  cxi.    ^^^  (^  ^®  ^^^^  again  and  again  in  Scripture)  is  the  head 
10.  cxix.     (or.  top)  of  wifdom,     A  gosd  underfianding  have  all  they 
i8of  ^*  ^^*'  '^^'  ^^^  ^^  commandments. 

Farther:  the  pious  man  is  enabled  and  difpofed  (hath 
the  power  and  the  heart)  mod  to  benefit  and  oblige  others. 
He  doth  it  by  his  fuccour  and  affidance,  by  his  indruAipn 
and  advice,  which  he  is  ever  ready  to  yield  to  any  noAQ- 
upon  fit  occafion :  he  doth  it  by  the  dire£iion  and  encou- 
ragement of  his  good  example :  he  doth  it  by  his  condant 
and  earned  prayers  for  all  men :  he  doth  it  by  drawing 
down  bleffings  from  heaven  on  the  place  where  he  refideth. 
He  is  upon  all  accounts  the  mod  true,  the  mod  commop 
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hme&Stor  to  mankind;  all  bis  neighbours,  bis  country,  SBRM. 
the  world  are  in  fome  way  or  other  obliged  to  him  :  at      H- 
kaft,  he  doth  all  the  good  be  can,  and  in  wifli  doth  benefit  "~"—"^ 
all  men. 

Thus  all  the  fruits  and  confequences  of  profit^  the  which 
engage  men  fo  eagerly  to  purfue  it,  do  in  the  beft  kind 
and  higheft  degree  refult  from  piety,  and  indeed  only  from 
it.  All  the  philofophical  bravados  concerning  a  wife  man 
being  only  rich,  only  honourable,  only  happy,  only  above 
fiprtune,  are  verified  in  the  pious  man :  to  him  alone,  as 
iiich,  with  a  fure  foundation,  without  vanity,  with  evident 
reafon,  thofe  aphorifms  may  b^  applied.  They  are  .para-> 
doxes  and  fi£Uons  abftrading  from  religion,  or  confidering 
men  only  under  the  light  and  power  of  nature :  but  fup* 
pofing  our  religion  true,  a  good  Chriftian  foberly,  without 
arrogance,  in  proportion  and  according  to  the  meafure  of 
his  piety,  may  affume  them  to  himfelf,  as  the  holy  Apo- 
ftles  did :  I  pojfefs  all  things^  I  can  do  all  things^  he  may 
in  a  fort  fay  after  St.  Paul. 

As  for  all  other  profits,  fecluding  it,^  they  are  but  ima-  Sc11.Ep.59. 
ginary  and  counterfeit,  mere  (hadows  and  illufions,  yield- 
ing only  painted  (hows  infiead  of  fubftantial  frnit. 

If  from  bare  worldly  wealth  (that  which  ufurpeth  the 
name  of  profit  here)  a  man  feeketh  honour,  he  is  deluded, 
for  he  is  not  thereby  truly  honourable ;  he  is  but  a  fhining 
earth-worm,  a  well-trapped  afs,  a  gaudy  ftatue,  a  theatri- 
cal grandee :  with  God,  who  judgeth  mod  rightly,  he  is 
mean  and  defpicable :  no  intelligent  perfon  can  inwardly 
refped  him.  Even  here,  in  this  world  of  fallacy  and 
dotage,  the  wifeft  and  fobereft  men,  whofe  judgment 
ufually  doth  fway  that  of  others,  cannot  but  contemn 
him,  as  mailer  of  no  real  good,  nor  fit  for  any  good  pur- 
poie ;  as  ifeeing  that  in  the  end  he  will  prove  mod  beg- 
garly, and  wretched. 

If  a  man  a(re6leth  power  thence,  he  is  grievoufly  mif- 
taken :  for,  inftead  thereof,  he  proveth  exceedingly  feeble 
and  impotent,  able  to  perform  nothing  worthy  a  man, 
fubje£k  to  fond  humours  and  paffions,  fervant  to  divers 
lufis  and  plealures,  captivated  hy  the  Devil  at  his  pleqfure, 
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SEEM,  overborne  by  temptation^  hurried  by  the  ftream  oJF  the  - 
^^'      world,  and  liable  to  the  (Irokes  of  fortune. 

If  he  propoundeth  to  hirofelf  thence  the  enjoytnent  of  ■ 
pleafure,  he  will  alfo  much  fail  therein:  for  in  Ueu  thereof 
he  (hall  find  care  and  trouble,  furfeiting  and  difeafe,  wea« 
rifome  fatiety  and  bitter  regret ;  being  void  of  all  true' 
delight  in  his  mind,  fatisfaftion  in  his  confcience;  no-^ 
thing  here  being  able  to  furnifh  folid  and  fiable  plea*  - 
fure. 

If  he  fancieth  fafety,  he  deludeth  himfelf :  for  how  can 
he  be  fafe,  who  is  deftitute  of  God's  proteftion  and  fuc- 
cour;  who  is  the  objeft  of  Divine  wrath  and  vengeance; 
who  is  aflailed  by  many  fierce  and  powerful  enemies; 
whom  the  roaring  lion  is  ready  to  devour ;  whom  death 
1  Thcff.  V.  and  fvdden  de/iruQion  are  coming  to  feize  upon ;  whom 
piov.  X,  29.  S^^^  threateneth,  and  hell  gapeth  for ;  who  without  any 
guard  or  fence  flandeth  expofed  to  fuch  imminent,  fuch 
liorrid  and  ghaftly  dangers  ? 

If  he  third  for  liberty,  he  will  be  fruftrated :  for  he  t»n 
be  no  otherwife  than  a  flave,  while  he  continueth  impious; 
Auguft.  fervus  tot  dominorum,  quot  vitiorum,  ajlave  to  fo  many 
Prov.  XXV.  ^gj^g  ^g  i^g  \ffcpeth  vices :  a  flave  to  himfelf  and  his  own 
lufts :  carrying  about  with  him  the  fetters  of  unfatiable 
defire,  being  hampered  with  inconfident  and  irregular 
afiefUons. 

Eafe  he  cannot  obtdn,  being  opprefled  with  unwieldy*- 

burdens  of  fin,  of  care,  of  trouble;   being  tofled  witli 

Iia.lvii.fio*reftlefs  agitations  of  luft  and  paifion ;  being  like  the  trou>^ 

bledfea,  which  cannot  reft,  whofe  waters  caft  up  mire  and 

dirt. 

If  he  meaneth  to  get  wifdom,  he  is  out :  for  wifdom 
and  impiety  are  incompatible  things.  All  his  knowledge 
is  vain^  all  his  fpeculations  are  no  better  than  dream^i^ 
feeing  he  erreth  in  the  main  pointy  and  19  not  wife  tofaU 
vation. 

He  is,  in  fine,  extremely  miftaken;  and  in  all  bis  pro- 
je^  will  be  lamentably  difappointed,  whoever  fancieth 
eny  true  profit  without  piety :  he  never  can  attain  to  be 
ib  much  as  v^^thy  j  but  dmdge  a^d  plod  what  he  cai^ 
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fiEiaft'be  a  beggar,  and  a  forlorn  wretch.  For  how  can  he  SERM. 
be  any  wife  rich,  who  doth  want  all  the  beft  thmgs,  the  ^^- 
oaly  valaable  things  in  the  world,  which  any  man  may 
liave^  which  any  good  man  doth  poflefs  ?  How  can  he  be 
rich^  who  is  deftitute  of  the  moft  needful  accommodations 
of  life  ;  who  conftantly  feedeth  on  the  coarfeft  and  moft 
Ibrdid  fare,  (the  duft  of  pelf,  the  dung  of  fenfuality ;)  who 
hath  no  faithful  or  condant  friends,  (nothing  earthly  can 
be  fuch ;)  who  is  mailer  of  nothing  but  dirt,  or  chaff,  or 
fmoke?  Whereas  alfo  riches  do  confift,  not  in  what  one 
tnjoyeth  at  prefent,  (for  that  can  be  little,)  but  in  a  pre- 
fumed>  ability  to  enjoy  afterward  what  be  may  come  to 
need  or  deiire ;  or  in  well-grounded  hopes  that  he  {ball 
never  fail  into  want  or  di&refs.  How  can  that  man  be 
rich,  who  hath  not  any  confidence  in  God,  any  iiitereft  in 
him^  any  reafon  to  expe£t  his  blefling?  yea,  who  hath 
much  ground  to  fear  the  difpleafure  of  him,  in  whofe 
hand  all  things  are,  and  who  arbitrarily  difpoieth  of  all  ? 
Kety  therefore  is  the  only  profitable  thing,  according  to 
juft  edeem.  Ske  is  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  all  theVtw.ulm 
things  we  can  dejire  are  not  to  be  compared  to  her.  Upon 
this  account  it  is  mod  true,  what  the  Pfalmifl  afErmeth, 
A  little  thai  the  righteous  hath  is  better  than  great  riches  ofiM.  xxxvii. 
the  ungodly.  ^^' 

IV.  That  commendation  is  not  to  be  omitted,  which  is 
oeareft  at  hand,  and  fuggeded  by  St.  Paul  himfelf  to  back 
this  aflertion  concerning  the  univerfal  profitablenefs  of 
{Mety;.For,  faith  he,  it  hath  the  promife  of  the  life  that 
now  isj  and  of  that  which  is  to  come :  that  is,  God  hath 
promifed  to  r^ard  it  with  bleffings  appertaining  to  this 
mortal  life,  and  with  thofe  which  concern  the  future  eter- 
nal date. 

As  for  the  bleffings  of  this  life,  although  God  hath  not 
proniifed  to  load  the  godly  man  with  afHuence  of  worldly 
things,  not  to  put  him  into  a  fplendid  and  pompous  garb^ 
not  to  difpenfe  to  him  that  which  may  ferve  for  pamper-  • 
ing  the  fledi,  or.  gratifying  wanton  fancy,  not  to  exempt 
him  from  all  the  inconveniences  to  which  human  nature 
and  this  worldly  date  are  fubjeA ;  yet  hath  he  promifed 
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SBRM.  to  fiirniih  him  with  whatever  is  needfiil  or  convenient  fbr^ 
^^'      him,  in  due  meafure  and  feafon^  the  which  he  doth  beft 
underftand.    There  is  no  good  thing  which  a  man  natu- 
rally defireth,  or  reafonably  can  wiih  for,  which  is  not' 
in  exprefs  terms  propofed  as  a  reward,  or  a  refult  oF 
piety. 
P*w.  X.  6.      In  general,  it  is  declared,  that  Bleffttigs  are  upon  the 
^^i  8.    *^fl^  ^f  ^heJHfts  that.  No  good  thing  God  wtll  withhold 
^\  '• .    from  them  that  walk  uprightly  ;  that,  whatever  otherwife- 
11.         '  doth  fall  out,  it  ajfuredly  Jhall  be  well  with  them  that  fear 
E^lef.viii.  Q^j^.  ti^at,  Blejfed  is  every  one  thatfeareth  the  Lord,  that 
Ifa.  iii.  10.  walketh  in  his  ways : — happy  Jhalt  thou  he,  and  it  Jhall  be 
rf.^cxxviii.  ^^11  ^^^f^  ^j^^,  ^j^^^^  There  Jhall  no  evil  happen  to  thejuft; 

(Prov.  via.  that,  -4//  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
¥mY.  zii.     God. 

^1-  ...  Particularly,  there  are  promifed  to  the  pious  man, 
28.  "  A  fupply  of  all  wants.  The  Lord  tvill  notfuffer  thejbul 
Prov  xii?*  ^  '*^  righteous  tofamijh.  The  righteous  eateth  to  thefati/^ 
25.  '  fying  ofhisfouL  There  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  Crod* 
Pf.xxxiv.  Tlie  young  lions  do  lack,  and  fuffer  hunger;  but  they  that 
xxxui.  19.  fi^  ^^^  Lord  Jhall  not  want  any  good  thing. 
xxxvii.  3,  A  protection  in  all  dangers.  The  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
18.  '  them  that  fear  him,  upon  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy;  to 
XXX  iv.  20.  j^iiygf  their  foul  from  death,  and  to  keep  them  alive  in 
jixxvW.  ^B,  famine.  There  Jhall  no  evil  befal  thee,  neither  Jhall  any 
xcu  10,  ^^'piggiig  cQ^g  nigfi  thy  dwelling:  He  Jhall  give  his  angels 
charge  over  thee^  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways. 

Guidance  in  all  his  undertakings   and    proceedings* 

K  xxxvii.  Thejieps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord none  of 

Prov!lii.  6.  hisjieps  Jhall  Jlide. In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  Am, 

(Prov.  xi.    and  he  Jhall  direSi  thy  paths. 

Pf.*xxxvii.       Succefs  and  profperity  in  his  defigns.    Commit  thy  way 

»•  unto  the  Lord;  trufl  alfo  in  him,  and  he  Jhall  bring  it  to 

Pf.i.3.      pafs. Wliatfoever  he  doeth,  it  Jhall  proJper.-^-^-^ThoU 

gg^""'  Jhalt  decree  a  thing,  and  it  Jhall  be  e/iabli/hed;  and  the 
Dcut.  light  Jhall  Jhine  upon  thy  ways.  The  Lord  Jhall  command 
la.  "  '  ^  ^mfi'f^S  ^P^^  Ihe^  i^  thyjlorehoufes,  and  in  all  that  thou 
Vtov.iaaiufette/l  thine  hand  unto.  Thine  expeSlation  Jhall  not  be 
"•  cutoff. 
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Comfortable  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  induftry. — Thou  SERM. 
Jhali  eat  the  laltmr  of  thine  hands.  ^^' 

.    Satisfaction  of  all  reafonable  defires.     The  defire  of  the  V{,ckewuI 
rightecus  Jhall  h^  granted.    Delight  thyfelf  in  the  Lordj  p^^^  ^  ^^ 
and  he  Jhall  give  thee  the  defires  of  thine  heart.     He  will^-  xkyU. 
fulfil  the  defire  of  them  that  fear  him :  he  will  hear  their  t^^,  ^g^ 
m/y  and  willfave  them. 

.    firm  peace  and  quiet.     The  work  of  righteoufnefs  Jhall  i^,  xujL 
h  peace;   and  the^ffeSi  of  righteotifnejs,  quietnefs  and^^' 
affiirancefor  ever.     Great  peace  have  they  which  love  thy  p&l.  osix. 
law.     The  fruit  of  righteoufnefs  is  f owed  in  peace.  j^*    ... 

Joy  and  alacrity.     Light  is  fownfor  the  righteous,  and  in, 
gladnefsfor  the  upright  in  heart.   In  the  tranfgrejfion  ofan^^'  **^"' 
evil  man, there  is  afnare:  hut  the  righteous  doihfng  anrfProv.xxix. 
rejoice. 

Support  and  comfort  in  afRi£tions.     He  healeth  /A^Pf.cxlTiLs. 
Irohen  in  heart,  and  lindeth  up  their  wounds.    Be  of  good  ^M.  uzL 
courage,  and  he  Jhall Jirengthen  your  heart,  all  ye  that  hope^^^^  ^^^ 
in  the  Lord. 

Deliverimce  from  trouble.    Many  are  the  affli6iions  of^,  xnxW. 
■  the  righteous,  hut  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them  all.^^* 

.  He  keepeth  all  his  hones,  not  one  of  them  is  hroken. 

Preiervation   and   recovery  from   mifliaps,  or  mifcar- 
xiages.     Though  he  fall,  he  Jhall  not  he  utterly  cafi  down :  PC  xxxviu 

far  the  Lord  upkoldeth  him  with  his  hand.  ^*' 

Preferment  of  all  forts,  to  honour  and   dignity,   to 
wealth  and  profperity.     Wait  upon  the  Lord,  and  keep  hispt,  xmtiu 
way;  and  he  Jhall  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land.    By  hu-  p^^  ^  .. 

:  mility  and  fear  of  the  Lord  are  riches  and  honour.     BleJfedA, 
is  the  man  that  feareth  the  Lord wealth  and  riches  areg  *""*  ^* 

.  in  his  houfe.     The  upright  Jhall  have  good  things  in  poffef-  Prov. 

.^fian.  If  they  ohey  andjerve  him,  they  Jhall  Jpend  their  days  *job"ixxv*i. 

.  in  profperity,  and  their  years  in  pleafure.     The  tahernacle'^'^        ,    , 
of  the  righteous  Jhall  Jkurijh.  '  11.  * 

.      Long  life.     The  fear  of  the  Lord  prolongeth  days.     By  |*[**^-  **^' 

.  .9U  thy  days  Jhall  he  multiplied^  and  the  years  of  thy  life  Pfot.  z.  t;. 

■  Jhall  he  increafed.     Cet  thine  heart  keep  my  command-^^'^^'^^^^'^' 

.  menis:  for  length  of  days,  and  long  life^  and  peace^  Jhall 

,  ikey  add  unto  thee. 

i>3 
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S£RM.      A  good  name  enduring  after  death.    The  memory  of 

I^'       thejiift  is  hlejfed. 
Prov.  X.  7.      Bleflings  entailed  on  pofterity.   His  feed  Jhall  he  mighty 
Pf.xxxvii.  "^^^  earth;  the  generation  of  the  upright  Jhall  be  bleffedi 
36.  cxii.  a.  The  root  of  the  righteous  Jhall  not  be  moved. 
(^     .  XX.      Thus  is  a  liberal  difpenfation  even  of  temporal  goods 
Prov.  xii.  3.  annexed  by   God's  intkllible  word  unto  the  praftice  of 
piety.     It  is  indeed  more  frequently^bundantlyj  and  ex- 
Prov.xi.ai.plicitly  promifed  unto  God's  ancienr  people,  as  being  A 
xxviii.  1.    conditional  ingredient  of  the  covenant  made  with  them^ 
vii.  la.  xi.  exhibited  in  that  as  a  recompence  of  their  external  per- 
formance of  religious  works  prefcribed  in  their  Liaw.  The 
Golpel  doth  not  fo  clearly  propound  it,  or  fo  much  infift 
upon  it,  as  not  principally  belonging  to  the  evangelicid 
covenant,  the  which,  in  reward  to  the  performance  of  its 
conditions  by  us,  peculiarly  doth  offer  bleffings  fpiritual, 
s  Cor.  iv.    and  relating  to  the  future  ftate ;  as  alfo  fcarce  deferving 
Item.  viii.  *^  ^®  mentioned  in  comparifon  to  thofe  fuperior  bleffings. 
18.  Yet  as  the  celeftial  benefits,  although  not  openly  tendered 

in  the  Jewifli  Law,  were  yet  myftically  couched  therein^ 
and  clofely  defigned  for  the  fpiritual  and  hearty  praftifers 
of  religion ;  fo  is  the  collation  of  temporal  accommoda- 
tions to  be  underftood  to  belong  to  all  pious  Chriftians : 
there  is  a  codicil^  as  it  were,  annexed  to  the  New  Teflai- 
ment,  in  which  God  fignifieth  his  intention  to  fumifhhis 
children  with  all  that  is  needful  or  convenient  for  them. 
His  providence  hath  not  ceafed  to  watch  over  us,  his 
bounty  doth  not  fail  toward  us  even  in  this  refpeft ;  his 
care  will  not  be  wanting  to  feed  us  and  clothe  us  coni* 
fortably,  to  proteft  us  from  evil,  to  profper  our  good 
undertakings.     Hence  doth  he  command  us  to  care  for 

1  Pet.  ▼.  7.  nothitig,  but  to  ccjl  our  care  upon  him^  to  recommend  our 
Heb  xiii^5  bufinefs  to  him,  becaufe  he  carethfor  us  ;  he  will  never  for^ 
Matth.  vi.  fake  us;  he  will  hear  our  prayers,  and  help  us.  Hende 
?  Tim.  Ti.  ^®  ^^^  enjoined  not  to  trujl  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the 
^7*  living  God,  who  givetTi  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy.  Hence 

2  Pet  i.  3.  it  is  faid,  that  The  divine  power  hath  given  us  all  things 

pertaining  unto  life  and  godlinefs,  through  the  knowledge^ 
of  him  that  hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue.    Hence  it  is 
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promifed  by  our  Lord^  that,  Ifwefeekfirjl  the  kingdom  af  SERM. 
G©rf,  all  things  Jhxdl  he  added  to  us.     Hence  it  is  inferred,      ^^' 
as  oonfequential  to  the  nature  of  the  evangelical  difpenfa-  Matth.  tI. 
tion,  that  we  cannot  want  any  good  thing;  He,  faith 
St.  Paul,  thatjpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  Rom.  viii. 
fir  us  all,  howjhall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all^^' 
things  P  In  fine,  hence  it  is  propofed  as  notorious,  that 
nothing  is  permitted  to  fall  out  otherwife  than  as  con- 
duceth  to  our  good/  .  fFe  know,  faith  St.  Paul,  that  atf  Rom-viii, 
things  work  together  for  good  unto  thofe  that  love  God:  iCor.x.i«» 
new  will  God,  in  any  CB!k,fuffer  us  to  he  tempted,  by  any 
want  oj  preflure,  beyond  what  we  are  able  to  bear.    Thus 
18  piety  evidently  profitable,  as  having  the  promifes  of  this 
Ufe^  or  exhibiting  all  temporal  bleffings  defirable  to  the 
pra^fers  thereof. 

But. infinitely  more  profitable  it  is,  as  having  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  future  life,  or  as  procuring  a  title  to  thofe  in- 
comparably more  excellent  bleffihgs  of  the  other  world ; 
thc^e  tndefe£tible  treafures,  that  incorruptible,  undefiled,uAtxVi._ 
and  never-fading  inheritance,  referved  in  heaven  for  «^;i^pct.  i.4. 
that  exceeding  weight  of  glory ;  thofe  ineffable  joys  of'i  Cor.  iv. 
paradife,  that  lightfome  countenance  and  beatifying  pre- }  p^t.  i. «. 
fence  of  God;  that  unconceivably  and  unexpreffibly  joy-iv.ia. 
fill,  glorious,  perfe£k,  and  endlefs  blifs ;  briefly,  all  that  is 
coroprifed  and  intimated  in  thofe  words  of  the  Apoftle, 
Eye  bath  notfeen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  1  Cor.  ii.  9. 
ike  heart  of  man  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  that  love  him.    Infinitely  profitable  furely  muft  that 
be,  which  procureth  thofe  things  for  us :  and  in  thefe  re* 
fpe&  great  reafon  had  St.  Paul  to  fay,  that  Godlinefs  is 
profitable  for  all  things. 

^ut  &rther  to  evidence  and  recommend  this  point,  I 
might. propound  certain  peculiar  advantages  arifing  from 
pety,  which  have  a  very  general  influence  upon  our  lives, 
and  do  afford  unto  them  exceeding  benefit :  but  this  I 
muft^  in  regard  to  the  time  and  your  patience,  at  prefent 
forbear. 
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THE  PROFITABLENESS  OF  GODLINESS, 


I  Tim.  iv,8. 

——fill/  Godlinefs  is  profitallefor  all  things. 

SERM.  In  difcourfing  formerly  upon  thefe  words,  I  did  pro- 
'  pound  divers  general  confiderations,  ferving  to  confirm 
and  recommend  this  aiTertion  of  St.  Paul.  I  ihall  now 
infill  upon  fome  others  more  particular,  which  yet  fcem 
much  conducible  to  the  fame  purpofe,  declaring  the  vaft 
utility  of  religion  or  piety. 

I.  We  may  confider,  that  religion  doth  prefcribo  the 
trueft  and  heft  rules  of  a£tion ;  thence  enlightening  our 
mind,  and  rectifying  our  practice  in  all  matters,  and  upon 
all  occafions,  fo  that  whatever  is  performed  according  to 
it,  is  done  well  and  wifely,  with  a  comely  grace  in  regard 
to  others,  with  a  cheerful  fatisfaftion  in  our  own  mind^ 
with  the  bed  affurance,  that  things  are  here  capable  of,  to 
find  happy  fuccefs  and  beneficial  fruit. 

Of  aJl  things  in  the  world  there  is  nothing  more  gene- 
rally profitable  than  light:  by  it  we  convcrfe  with  the 
world,  and  have  all  things  fet  before  us ;  by  it  we  truly 
and  eafily  difcem  things  in  their  right  magnitude,  (hape, 
and  colour ;  by  it  we  guide  our  fteps  fafely  in  profecu* 
tion  of  what  is  good,  and  (hunning  what  is  noxious ;  by 
it  our  fpirits  are  comfortably  warmed  and  cheered,  our 
life  confequently,  our  healthy  our  vigour^  and  a^vity  are 
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preferved.    The  like  benefits  doth  religion,  which  is  the  SERM. 
light  of  our  foul,  yield  to  it.     Pious  men  are  children  of     III. 
the  light;  pious  works  are  works  of  light ^min^  i^/brcLukcxTLs. 
men.     God's  word  (or  true  religion)  is  a  lamp  unto  owr^i^-JJj.'- 
feet,  and  a  light  unto  our  path ;  enabling  us  to  perceive  5. 
tilings,  and  judge  rightly  of  them ;  teaching  us  to  walkg®^"  **'• 
ftraightly  and  furely,  without  erring  or  ftumbling ;  quali-  Matt.  ▼.  16, 
fying  us  to  embrace  what  is  ufeful,  and  to  avoid  hurtful  p^j'^ij^' 
things;  preferving  our  fpiritual  life,  and  difpofing  us  toio5. 
.a£k  well  with  a  vigorous  alacrity :  without  it  a  man  is 
fiark  blind,  and  utterly  benighted,  gropeth  in  doubt,  wan-  if.  lix.  10. 
dereth  in  miftake,  trippeth  upon  all  occafions,  and  often  J^^^J[-  "• 
falleth  into  mifchief.     The  path  ofthejyft,  faith  the  Wife  xxviU.  29. 
Man,  is  as  thejhining  light.     The  way  of  the  wicked  is  as  ig^^'gj' 
darknefs,  they  know  not  at  what  iheyjiumble.    Righteau/'-  prov.  xiii. 
nefs  keepeth  him  ihat  is  upright  in  the  way  ;  but  wicked-  ^*  *'*•  *•  *• 
nefs  overtkroweth  the  firmer. 

Again :  it  is  a  fair  ornament  of  a  man,  and  a  grand  con- 
venience both  to  himfelf^  and  to  others  with  whom  he 
converfeth  or  dealeth,  to  afl:  regularly,  uniformly,  and 
eonfiftently;  freeing  a  man's  felf  from  diflraftion  and  irre- 
folution  in  his  mind,  from  change  and  confufion  in  his 
proceedings;  fecuring  others  from  delufion  and  difap- 
■pointment  in  their  tranfa£tions  with  him.    ^£ven  a  bad 
mle  conftantly  obferved  is  therefore  better  than  none: 
order  and  perfeverance  in  any  way  feemeth  more  conve- 
'  nient  than  roving  and  toiling  about  in  uncertainties.  But> 
'  fecluding  a  regard  to  the  precepts  of  religion,  there  can 
hardly  be  any  fure  or  fettled  rule,  which  firmly  can  en- 
gage a  man  to,  or  effediually  reftrain  a  man  from  any 
thing. 

There  is  fcarce  in  nature  any  thing  fo  wild,  fo  untrafila- 
ble,  fo  unintelligible,  as  a  man  who  hath  no  bridle  of  con*- 
fcience  to  guide  or  check  him.  A  profane  man  is  like  a 
Ihip,  without  anchor  to  flay  him,  or  rudder  to  fleer  him, 
or  compafs  to  guide  him ;  fo  that  he  is  tofled  with  any 
mnd,  and  driven  with  any  wave,  none  knoweth  whither  y 

*  Vit  eanti  diquid  eztrtmum  eft  \  enof  immeafus  eft.   8tn%  £/.  16. 
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6ERM.  whither  bodily  temper  doth  fway  him^  or  pafiion  doth 
III,  hurry  him,  or  intereft  doth  pull  him,  or  example  leadeth 
him,  or  company  inveigleth  and  haleth  him,  or  humoqr 
tranfporteth  him;. whither  any  fuch  variable  and  ynaQ- 
countable  caufes  determine  him,  or  divers  of  them  to- 
gether diftrad  him :  whence  he  fo  rambleth  and  hovereth, 
that  he  can  feldom  himfelf  tell  what  in  any  cafe  he  ihou^ 
do,  nor  can  another  guefs  it;  fo  that  you  cannot  at  ai^ 
time  know  where  to  find  him,  or  how  to  deal  with  him : 
you  cannot  with  reafon  ever  rely  upon  him,  fo  un/iable  he 
is  in  all  his  ways.  He  is  in  efied  a  mere  child,  all  hu- 
mour and  giddinefs,  fomewhat  worfe  than  a  beaft,  which> 
following  the  inftin£l  of  its  nature,  is  conftant  and  re- 
gular, aird  thence  tra6Uble ;  or  at  leaft  fo  untra^ble^ 
that  no  man  will  be  deceived  in  meddling  with  hina. 
Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  unmanly  than  fuch  a 
perfon,  nothing  can  be  more  unplealant  than  to  have  to 
do  with  him  \ 

But  a  pious  man,  being  fieadily  governed  by  confciencc, 
,  and  a  regard  to  certain  principles,  doth  both  underftaivi 
himfelf  and  is  intelligible  to  others:  he  prefently  defcrie^ 
what  in  any  cafe  he  is  to  do,  and  can  render  an  account  of 
his  a£ling :  you  may  know  him  clearly,  and  afluredly  tell 
what  he  will  do,  and  may  therefore  fully  confide  in  him-^. 

What  therefore  law  and  government  are  to  the  public, 
things  neceflary  to  preferve  the  world  in  order,  peace,  aqd 
fafety,  (that  men  may  know  what  to  do,  and  diAingui^i 
what  is  their  own,)  that  is  piety  to  each  man's  private 
Hate,  and  to  ordinary  converfation :  it  freeth  a  man's  own 
life  from  diforder  and  difiraflion ;  it  prompteth  men  how 
to  behave  themfelves  toward  one  another  with  fecurify 
and  confidence* 

This  it  doth  by  confining  our  pra&ice  within  fettled 
bounds :  but  this  advantage  appeareth  greater,  confider- 


^  Nihil  eft  tarn  occupatum,  tam  multiforme,  tot  ac  tam  variis  af!e6libu» 
concifum  atque  laceratum,  quam  mala  mens.    Quint,  xii.  i. 

€  O/  WntKUt  iauTBit  cfMfcwt  xtu  iXXnXtff  M  «•«»  »vt£9  <Wff ,  atf  tiViTv  r£f 
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ing  that  -the  rules  which  it  prefcribeth  are  the  bed  that  SERIL 
can  be.  Such  they  muft  needs  be,  as  proceeding  from  ^^^* 
infallible  wifdom  and  immenfe  goodnefs;  being  indeed  no 
other  than  laws^  which  the  all-wife  and  mod  gracious 
Lord  and  Maker  of  the  world,  out  of  tender  kindnefs  to 
his  fubjefts  and  creatures,  with  efpecial  regard  to  our 
welfare,  hath  been  pleafed  to  enaft  and  declare.  What  of 
old  he  faid  to  the  Ifraelites  concerning  their  laws,  may 
with  greater  advantage  be  applied  to  thofe,  which  (hould 
regulate  .our  lives:  jind  now,  I/rael,  what  doth  the  Lorc2 l>eut.x^ 
thy  God  require  of  thee,  but  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  ^^'  *®' 
walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him,  and  to  ferve  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul ; 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  his  Jiatutes^ 
which  I  command  thee  this  day  for  thy  good  ?  (For  thy 
good ;  that  was  the  defign  of  their  being  commanded ; 
thereto  the  obfer\'ance  of  them  did  tend.)  And  that  com- 
mendation, which  by  the  Levites  in  Nehemiah  is  given  to 
that,  doth  niore  clearly  and  fully  agree  to  the  Chriftian 
(general  and  perfeft)  inflitution:  Thou  came/i  downfrom'Seh.iL.ing 
mount  Sinai,  andfpakejl  with  them  from  heaven,  and  gave/i 
them  right  judgments,  and  true  laws,  goodjlatutes  and  com^ 
mandments.  And,  The  law,  faith  the  Apoflle  Paul,  is  holy;  Rom.  vik 
the  commandment  is  holy,  jvji,  and  good:  as  fuch  it  is  ^^' 
recommended  to  us  by  its  Author,  fo  we  Chriflians  are 
by  many  great  arguments  afTured  that  it  is,  and  that  it  is 
fuch  even  our  natural  reafon  di6lateth ;  fo  (as  to  the  chief 
snftances  thereof)  the  mod  wife  and  fober  men  always 
have  acknowledged,  fo  the  general  confent  doth  avow,  and 
fo  even  common  experience  doth  atteft.  For,  heartily  to 
love  and  reverence  the  Maker  of  all  things,  who  by  every 
thing  apparent  before  us  demondrateth  himfelf  incompre- 
henfibly  powerful,  wife,  and  good,  to  be  kind  and  charita- 
ble to  our  neighbours,  to  be  jud  and  faithful  in  our  deal- 
ings, to  be  fober  and  moded  in  our  minds,  to  be  meek 
and  gentle  in  our  demeanours,  to  be  daunch  and  temperate 
in  our  enjoyments,  and  the  like  principal  rules  of  duty, 
are  fuch,  that  the  common  reafon  of  men  and  continual 
experience  do,  approve  them  as  hugely  conducible  to  the  j 
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8!BRM.  public  good  of  men,  and  to  each  man's  private  welbtm, 
HI.  So  notorioufly  beneficial  tbey  appear,  that  for  the  jafii- 
fication  of  them  we  might  appeal  even  to  the  judgment 
and  confcience  of  thole  perfons,  who  are  moft  concerned 
to  derogate  from  them.  For  hardly  can  any  man  be  fb 
fenfelefs^  or  fo  lewd,  as  ferioufly  to  difapprove  or  condemn 
them,  as  inwardly  to  blame  or  (light  thole  who  truly  ad 
according  to  them.  The  will  of  men  fometimes  may  be 
fo  depraved,  that  diflblute  perfons  wantonly  and  heedlelkly 
may  fcoif  at  and  feem  to  difparage  goodnefs;  that  good 
men  by  very  bad  men  for  doing  well  may  be  envied  and 
hated :  (their  being  fo  treated  is  commonly  an  argument 
of  the  goodnefs  of  their  perfons  and  of  their  wajrs :)  bat 
the  underilanding  of  men  can  hardly  be  fo  corrupted, 
that  piety,  charity,  juftice.  temperance,  meeknefs,  can  in 
good  earned  confiderately  by  any  man  be  difallowed^  or 
that  perfons  apparently  pra^iiing  them  can- be  defpifed  ^ 
'but  rather,  in  fpite  of  all  contrary  prejudice  and  diiafiec- 
tions,  fuch  things  and  fuch  perfons  cannot  but  in  judg- 
ment and  heart  be  efieemed  by  all  men.  The  luftre  of 
them  by  a  natural  and  neceflary  efficacy  (like  that  of 
-heaven's  glorious  light)  dazzleth  the  fight  and  charmeth 
the  fpirits  of  all  men  living ;  the  beauty  of  them  inrefifti- 
biy  conquereth  and  comraandeth  in  the  apprehenfiont  of 
men :  the  more  they  are  obferved,  the  more  ufeful  and 
needful  they  appear  for  the  good  of  men;  all  the  iruitB 
which  grow  from  the  obfervance  of  them  being  to  all 
men's  tafte  very  pleafant,  to  all  men's  experience  very 
'wholefome.  Indeed,  all  the  good,  whereby  common  life 
'18  adorned,  is  fweetened,  is  rendered  pleafant  and  defir- 
able,  doth  fpring  thence;  all  the  mifchiefs  which  infeft 
'particular  men,  and  which  difturb  the  world,  palpably  do 
^'arife  from  the  tranlgreffion  or  negle£l  thereof. 

If  we  look  on  a  perfon  (licking  to  thofe  rules,  we  (hall 

-perceive  him  to  have  a  cheerful  mind  and  compoled  paf- 

,        fions,  to  be  at  peace  within,  and  fatisfied  with  himfelf ;  to 

live  in  comely  order,  in  good  repute,  in  fair  corre{pond- 

ence,  and  firm  concord  with  his  neighbours.    If  we  maxk 

^what  preierveth  the  body  found  and  lufty^  what  keepeth 
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the  mind   vigorous   and   briflc,    what  faveth  and  im-  SBRM.' 
[iroveth  the  eflate,   what  upholdeth  the    good   name^     III. 
what  guardeth  and  graceth  a  man's  whole  life ;   it  is  ' 

nothing  elfe  but  proceeding  in  our  demeanour  and  deal- 
ings according  to  the  honeft  and  wife  rules  of  piety.  If 
we  view  a  place  where  thefe  commonly  in  good  meafure. 
are  obferved,  we  (hall  difcern,  that  peace  and  profperity 
do  floDrifli  there ;  that  all  things  proceed  on  fweetly  and 
fiurly ;  that  men  generally  drive  on  converfation  and  com- 
merce together  contentedly,  delightfully,  advantageoufly^. 
yielding  friendly  advice  and  aid  niutually,  driving  to 
render  one  another  happy ;  that  few  clamours  or  com- 
plaints are  heard  there,  few  contentions  or  flirs  do  appear^ 
few  dilafters  or  tragedies  do  occur;  that  fuch  a  place  hath 
indeed  much  of  the  face,  much  of  the  fubftance  of  Para* 
dife. 

-  But  if  you  mind  a  perfon  who  negle&eth  them,  you 
will  find  his  mind  galled  with  fore  remorfe,  racked  with 
anxious  fears  and  doubts,  agitated  with  ftorms  of  paflion 
and  lull,  living  in  diforder  and  difgrace,  jarring  with 
others,  and  no  lefs  diflatisfied  with  himfelf.  If  you  ob- 
ferve  what  doth  impair  the  health,  doth  weaken  and  fret 
the  .mind,  doth  wafte  the  efiate,  doth  blemifh  the  reputa- 
tion, doth  expofe  the  whole  life  to  danger  and  trouble; 
what  ifi  it  but  thwarting  thefe  good  rules  ?  If  you  confider 
a  place  where  thefe  are  much  neglected,  it  will  appear 
like  a  wildemefs  of  favage  beads,  or  a  dy  of  foul  fwine, 
or  a  hell  of  curfed  fiends ;  full  of  roaring  and  tearing,  of 
fieiAions  and  feuds,  of  didpa£tions  and  confufions,  of  piti-> 
fill  objeAs,  of  doleful  moans,  of  tragical  events.  Men  are  " 
diere  wallowing  in  filth,  wildly  revelling,  bickering  and 
Iquabbling,  defifiming,  circumventing,  didurbing  and  vex- 
ing one  another ;  as  if  they  aSefled  nothing  more  than 
Id  render  one  another  as  miferable  as  they  can.  It  is 
from  luft  and  luxury,  from  ambition  and  avarice,  from 
envy  and  fpite,  and  the  like  difpofitions,  which  religion 
chiefly  doth  interdi£t,  that  all  fuch  horrid  mifchiefs  do 
fpring. 
In  fine,  the  precepts  of  religion  are  no  pther^  than  fucti 
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SBRM.  as  phyficians  would  prefcribe  for  the  health  of  our  bodies^?  - 
^^^'      as  politicians  would  avow  needful  for  the  peace  of  A©''- 
ftate,  as  Epicurean  philofophers  do  recommend  for  tho  '- 
tranquillity  of  our  mind,  and  pleafure  of  our  lives ;  fuch  at  '■'< 
common  reafon  di£tateth,  and  daily  trial  (heweth  con*.: 
ducible  to  our  welfare  in  all  refpeAs :  which  confequentlyj* 
were  there  no  law  exafiting  them  of  us,  we  (hould  in  wif-    ■ 
dom  choofe  to  obferve,  and  voluntarily  impofe  on  our- 
felves,  confefling  them  to  be  fit  matters  of  law,  as  moft^    . 
advantageous  and  requiiite  to  the  good  (general  and  par* 
ticular)  of  mankind.     So  that  what  Plutarch  reporteth 

^ttt.  in  Sol.  Solon  to  have  faid^  that  he  hadfo  fquared  his  laws  to  the 
citizens,  that  all  of  them  might  clearly  perceive,  that  to 
obferve  them  was  more  far  their  benefit  and  intereft  than  to 
violate  them,  is  far  more  true  concerning  the  divine  laws. 

II.  We  may  confider  more  particularly,  that  piety 
yieldeth  to  the  pra£lifer  all  kind  of  interior  content^ 
peace,  and  joy;  freeth  him  from  all  kinds  of  diflatis&o-* 
tion,  regret,  and  difquiet;  which  is  an  ineAimably  great 
advafntage :  for  certainly  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of  men 
are  wholly  or  dhiefly  feated  and  founded  in  the  mind.  If 
that  is  in  a  good  ftate  of  health,  reft,  and  cheerfulneft, 
whatever  the  perfon's  outward  condition  or  circumllancM 
be^  he  cannot  be  wretched :  if  that  be  diftempered  or  diiC* 
turbed,  he  cannot  be  happy.  For  what  if  a  man  feein 
Very  poor ;  if  he  be  abundantly  fatisfied  in  his  own  pof* 
feffions  and  (Enjoyments  ?  What  if  he  tafteth  not  the  plea- 
fures  of  fenie ;  if  he  enjoyeth  purer  and  fweeter  delighta 
of  mind  ?  What  if  tempefts  of  fortune  furround  him ;  if 
his  mind  be  calm  and  ferene?  What  if  he  have  fewer 
^d  friends ;  if  he  yet  be  throughly  in  peace  and  amity 
with  himfelf,  and  can  delightfully  converfe  with  his  owd 
thoughts  ?  What  if  men  flight,  cenfure,  or  revile  him ;  if 
he  doth  value  his  own  date,  doth  approve  his  own  a^ons, 
doth  acquit  himfelf  of  blame  in  his  own  confcience  ?  Such 
external  contingencies  can  furely  no  more  prejudice  a 
man's  real  happinefs,  than  winds  bluftering  abroad  Can 
harm  or  trouble  him  that  abideth  in  a  good  room  withia 
doorsjt  than  ftorms  and  fluduatioos  at  fea  cau  moled  hio) 
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who  fiandetb  firm  upon  the  fliore.    On  the  other  hand^  SERIL 
the  greateft  affluence  of  feeming  goods  will  avail  nothing,     ^^^* 
if  real  content  of  mind  be  wanting.    For  what  will  the 
bigbeft  eminence  of  outward  ftate  import  to  him  that  is 
dejeded  in  his  own  conceit?  What  if  the  world  court 
and  blels  him,  or  if  all  people  do  admire  and  applaud  piov.zvUi. 
him ;  if  he  be  difpleafed  with,  if  he  condemneth,  if  he  ** 
delpifeth  himfelf  ?   What  if  the  weather  look  fair  and 
bright  without,  if  ftorms  rage  in  his  breaft,  if  black  clouds 
do  overcaft  hts  Ibul  ?  What  if  he  do  abound  with  friends^ 
and  enjoy  peace  abroad;  if  he  find  diftra£don  at  home, 
and  18  at  cruel  variance  with  himfelf?  How  can  a  man 
enjoy  any  fatisfafUon,  or  reli(h  any  pleafurey  while  fore 
remorfe  doth  fting  him,  or  folicitous  doubts  and  fears  do 
rack  him  <^? 

Now  that  from  the  pra£tice  of  religion,  and  from  it 
alone,  fuch  inward  content  and  pleafure  do  fpring ;  that 
it  only  minidereth  reafon  of  content,  and  difpofeth  the 
mind  to  enjoy  it;  that  it  extirpateth  the  grounds  and 
roots  of  difcontent ;  that  it  is  the  only  mother  of  true, 
fober  alacrity  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  will,  upon  con- 
ideriog  things,  be  manifeft. 

•  There  is  no  other  thing  here  in  this  world  that  can 
yield  any  folid  or  ftable  content  to  our  mind.    For  aUProv.uvii. 
prefent  enjoyments  are  tranfient  and  evanid ;  and  of  any  ^^' 
future  thing,  in  this  kingdom  of  change  and  contingency, 
there,  can  be  no  afiurance.    There  is  nothing  below  large  ptof.xxvu. 
enough  to  fill  our  vail  capacities,  or  to  fatiate  our  bound-  ^^* 
lels  defires,  or  to  appeafe  our  fqueami(h  delicacy.    There 
is  nothing  whofe  fweetnefs  we  do  not  prefently  exhauft 
and  fuck  dry;    whereof  thence  we  do  not  foon  grow 
wearyi  quite  loathmg,  or  faintly  liking  it.    There  is  not 
any  thing  which  is  not  flippery  and  fleeting ;  fo  that  we 
can  for  a  long  time  hope  to  poflefs  it,  or  for  any  time 
can  enjoy  it,  without  reftlefs  care  in  keeping  it,  and 

*  Chyfifitm,  in  Rom,  i.  Or,  1.  EvS-vftiaw  yit^  xxi  ;i^et^9  &»  ^iX'if  fiuytB^t,  «v 
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S.£RM.  anxious  fear  of  lofing  it.  Nothing  there  is,  in  th^  pQiTr- 
III.  fuance^  the  cuAody,  the  defence  and  maintenance  whererf-: 
we  are  not  liable  to  difappointments  and  crofles.  Nothing, 
confequently  there  is  produS:ive  of  any  found  content  tOi 
the  faftidious,  impatient,  greedy,  and  refilefs  heart  of  muxUi 
The  greateft  confluence  of  prefent^  corporeal,  fecular. 
things  (of  all  the  health,  the  riches,  the  dignity,  tho, 
power,  the  friendfliips  and  dependencies,  the  wit,  the* 
learning  and  wifdom,  the  reputation  and  renown  in  thisi 
world)  will  not  afford  much  of  it:  which  yet  is  butani 
imaginary  fuppofition;  for  in  effeA  hardly  do  all  fuch.: 
accommodations  of  life  concur  in  any  (late.  There  is 
Ecclef.x.  1.  ever  feme  dead  fly  in  our  box,  which  marreth  our  ointmenii 
fome  adherent  inconvenience,  which  foureth  the  guft  oC 
our  enjoyments :  there  is  always  fome  good  thing  abfent, 
which  we  do  want  or  long  for ;  fome  ill  thing  prefent,  or 
in  profpe^  which  we  abhor,  would  avoid,  do  fear  may. 
come.  If  therefore  we  would  find  content,  we  muft  not 
feek  it  here  5  we  muft  want  it,  or  have  it  from  anothec 
world:  it  muft  come  hither  from  heaven,  and  thence  only 
piety  can  fetch  it  down.  This,  inftead  of  thefe  unfatia-' 
fying,  uncertain,  and  unftable  things,  fupplieth  us  with 
goods  adequate  to  our  moft  outftretched  wiflies,  infiUli- 
Qfiwm9^  bly  fure,  inceflantly  durable ;  an  indefe&ihle  treq/ure,  am 
^^*^*^^^yincorruptihle  mheritance,  an  unjhakahle  kingdom^  a  per- 
A^^fvtf^  k&  and  endlefs  joy,  capable  to  replenifh  the  vafteft  heart  t 
SSxitlJ^Ir.  which  he  that  hath  a  good  title  to,  or  a  confident  hope  of, 
how  can  he  be  other  wife  than  extremely  pleafed,.than  fully 
content  ?  It  aflureth  the  favour  and  friendfbip  of  God,  of 
him  that  is  abfolute  Lord  and  difpofer  of  aU  things :  the 
which  he  that  hath,  and  confideth  in,  what  can  he  want  or 
wiih  more  ?  what  can  he  fear  ?  what  can  annoy  or  difinay 
him?  what  can  hap  to  him  worthy  to  be  deemed  evil  or  fad? 
What  is  poverty  to  him,  for  whom  God  is  concerned  to  pro- 
vide?  What  is  difgrace  to  him,  that  hath  the  regard  and  ap- 
probation of  God?  What  is  danger  to  him,  whom  God  con- 
tinually proteAeth  ?  What  can  any  diftrefs  work  on  him, 
whom  God  doth  comfort,  and  will  relieve  ?  What  is  any 
thing  to  him,  who  is  fenfible  that  all  things  are  purpofely 
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diipofed  to  him  by  that  Wifdom  which  perfedily  knoweth  SBRM. 
what  18  beft  5  by  that  Goodnefs  which  entirely  loveth  him  ?  HT. 
In  fine^  he  that  \s  confcious  to  himfelf  of  being  well-af- 
ibfted  in  mind^  and  a£Ung  the  beft  way,  who  is  fatisfied  in 
the  ftate  of  his  foul,  fecure  from  God's  difpleafure,  and 
hopeful  of  his  iavour^  what  can  make  any  grievous  im- 
preffion  on  him  ?  What  other  affeftions  than  fuch  as  are 
moft  grateful  and  pleafant  can  lodge  in  his  foul  ?  Joy  and 
peaoe  have  natural  feeds  in  fuch  a  mind,  and  neceflarily 
mnft  fpring  up  there ;  in  proportion,  I  mean,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  degrees  of  piety  reiident  therein. 

The  Epicureans  did  conceit  and  boaft,  that  having,  by 
A&r  atheiftical  explications  of  natural  effects,  and  com- 
mon events  here,  difcarded  the  belief  and  dread  of  reli- 
gion,  they  had  laid  a  ftrong  foundation  for  tranquillity  of 
mind,  had  driven  away  all  the  caufes  of  grief  and  fear,  fo 
that  nothing  then  remained  troublefome  or  terrible  unto 
US ;  and  confequently,  what,  faid  they,  could  forbid^  but 
that  we  fhould  be  entirely  contented,  glad,  and  happy  ? — 
Nos  exisquat  viBoria  ccclo  ;  no  God  then  furely  could  be 
more  happy  than  we.  But  their  attempt  in  many  refpeds 
was  vain  and  lame.  They  prefumed  of  a  viftory  which  it 
is  impoffible  to  obtain :  and  fuppofing  they  had  got  it^ 
their  triumph  would  not  have  been  fo  glorious,  their  fuc- 
cels  would  not  have  been  fo  great,  as  they  pretended.  For 
feeing  no  Epicurean  difcourfe  can  baffle  the  potent  argu- 
ments which  perfuade  religion  i  (thofe  arguments,  which 
the  vifible  conftitution  of  nature,  the  current  tradition  of 
an  ages,  the  general  confent  of  men,  the  pregnant  attefta- 
tions  of  hifiory  and  experience  concerning  fupernatural 
and  miraculous  events,  do  afibrd ;)  fince  the  being  and 
providence  of  God  have  proofs  fo  clear  and  valid,  that  no 
fubtlety  of  man  can  fo  far  evade  them,  a^  not  to  be  fhaken 
with  them,  as  wholly  to  be  freed  from  doubt  and  fufpicion 
of  their  truth ;  fince  there  can  be  no  means  of  evincing  the 
negative  part  in  thofe  queftions  to  be  true  or  probable ;  it 
is  impoffible  that  any  confidering  man,  in  this  caufe  againft 
reli^n,  fhould  fuppofe  himfelf  to  have  acquired  an  ab- 
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8ERM  folute  and  fecure  vi6lory,  or  that  he  (Iiould  reap  fubftantud 
^^^'  frnit  of  comfort  thence.  It  cannot  be,  that  any  man  (houM 
enjoy  any  perfeA  quiet,  withont  a£ting  fo  a8  to  get  IbfiM 
good  hope  of  avoiding  thofe  dreadful  mifchieft^  which 
religion  threateneth  to  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  its  precept^ 
Were  there  indeed  but  reafon  enough  to  flir,  if  not  to 
ftagger^  an  infidel ;  were  it  fomewhat  dubious  whetbier, 
yea^  were  it  great  odds  that  there  are  not  referved  any 
pmii{hments  for  impiety^  as  indeed  there  is,  if  not  the 
perfefteft  aflurance  imaginable,  yet  vafl:  advantage  on  the 
contrary  fide ;  were  there  but  any  fmall  reafon  for  a  judge- 
ment to  come,  as  there  are  apparently  very  many  and 
great  ones;  had  moft  men  confpired  in  denying  Provi- 
dence, as  ever  generally  they  have  confented  in  avowing 
it ;  were  there  a  pretence  of  miracles  for  edabliihing  the 
mortality  and  impunity  of  fouls,  as  there  have  been  num- 
berlefs  ftrongly  teftified  by  good  witneflfes  and  great  events, 
to  confirm  the  oppofite  do<ftrines ;  did  mod  wife  and  fober 
men  judge  in  favour  of  irreligion^  as  commonly  they  ever 
did  and  dill  do  otherwife ;  yet  wiidom  would  require  that 
men  fhould  choofe  to  be  pious,  fince  otherwife  no  man 
can  be  throughly  fecure.  It  is  a  wildnefs,  not  to  dread 
the  leaft  poffibility  of  incurring  fuch  horrible  mifchiefo : 
any  hazard  of  fuch  importance  cannot  but  ftartle  a  man 
in  his  wits.  To  be  in  the  lead  obnoxious  to  eternal  tor'* 
ments,  if  men  would  think  upon  it  as  men,  (that  is,  as  ra- 
tional and  provident  creatures,)  could  not  but  didurb  thentp 
And  indeed  fo  it  is  in  experience ;  for  whatever  they  lay, 
or  feem,  all  atheifts  and  profane  men  are  inwardly  fufpr- 
cious  and  fearful ;  they  care  not  to  die,  an4  would  gladly 
efcape  the  trial  of  what  fliall  follow  death.  But  let  ur 
grant  or  imagine  the  Epicurean  fuccefsful  as  be  could 
wifli  in  this  enterprife  of  fubduing  religion :  yet  except 
therewith  he  can  alfo  trample  down  reafon,  new  mould 
human  nature,  fubjugate  all  natural  appetites  and  paf- 
fions,  alter  the  date  of  things  here^  and  transform  the 
world,  he  will  yet  in  the  greated  part  fail  of  his  conceited 
advantages ;  very  fhort  he  will  fall  of  triumphing  in  a 
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contented  and  quiet  mind.  That  which  accruetb  thence  SE9-M. 
will  at  moft  be  no  more  than  fome  negative  content,  or  a  1^^- 
partial  indolency^  arifing  from  his  being  refcued  from  fome 
particular  cf^res  and  fears ;  which  exceedeth  not  the  tran- 
quillity of  a  beaft,  or  the  ftupidity  of  one  that  i9  out  of  bis 
fenfes :  that  is  all  he  can  claim,  which  yet  is  more  than  he 
can  ever  compafs.  For  he  cannot  be  as  a  beaft^  or  a  mere 
fbty  if  he  would :  reafon,  reflefting  on  prefent  evils^  and 
boding  others  future,  will  afili£t  him ;  his  own  unlatiable 
defires,  unavoidable  fears,  and  untameable  paffions,  will 
difquiet  him.  Were  the  other  world  quite  out  of  his  faith^ 
or  his  thought,  yet  this  world  would  yield  trouble  fufEcient 
to  render  him  void  of  any  ileady  red,  or  folid  joy.  All  men 
ever  have,  and  ever  will  complain,  that  the  burdens,  croffes,  ^  • 

fatieties  of  this  life,  do  much  furpafs  the  conveniences  and 
comforts  of  it.    So  that,  were  no  other  to  be  expeded  orNon  tem- 
feared,  this  of  itfelf  would  become  grievous  and  naufeous  ;PJ^^^* 
we  fliould  foon  have  enough  or  too  much  of  it,  without  afea.  Seitec. 
fnpport  and  fupply  from  other- where.     In  the  largeft  af- jf^^j**^' 
fluence  of  things,  in  the  deeped  calm  of  our  date,  we  are 
apt  to  naufeate,  and  are  weary  even  of  our  profperity  it- 
ielf ;  the  which  indeed  commonly  hath  ingredients  not 
only  fomt&what  unfavoury,  but  very  bitter  and  loathfome. 
We  may  add,  that  had  thofe  profane  attempters  quite 
baniflied  religion,  they  with  it  mud  have  driven  away  all 
the  benefits  and  comforts  of  it :  which,  even  fuppofing 
them  but  imaginary,  are  yet  the  greated  which  common 
life  doth  need,  or  can  defire :  with  it  they  would  fend 
packing  judice,  fidelity,  charity,  fobriety,  and  all  folid 
virtue,  things  which  cannot  firmly  fubfid  without  con* 
fiaence :  which  being  gone,  human  life  would  be  the  mod 
£forderly,  mod  unfafe,  mod  wretched  and  contemptible 
thing  that  can  be;  nothing  but  infipid  and  flafby  fen- 
fnaliues  would  be  left  behind  to  comfort  a  man  with; 
and  thofe  hardly  any  man  (by  reafon  of  competitions  audi 
contentions  for  them,  nowife  redrainable)  could  enjoy 
quietly  or  fafely.     It  is  therefore  piety  alone^  which,  by 
nufing  hopes  of  bleffings  and  joys  incomparably  fuperiqr 
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SERM.  to  any  here^  that  cannot  be  taken  from  us^  can  lay  any 
III.      ground  of  true  content,  of  fubfiantial  and  pofitive  con- 

'"""'"""""  tent ;  fuch  as  confifteth  not  only  in  removing  the  objeds 
and  caufes  of  vexatious  paflions,  but  in  employing  the 
mod  pleafant  afFe6iions  (love,  hope,  joy,)  with  a  delight- 
ful complacence  upon  their  proper  and  moft  noble  objeSs. 

]tom.xiT.   The  kingdom  of  God  (and  thit  only,  no  other  kingdom 

^^'  hath  that  privilege)  covjijleth  in  righteoufnefs  (firfl,  then  in) 

peace  and  fpirihial  joy.    No  philofopher,  with  truth  and 
reafon,  can  make  that  overture  to  us,  which  our  Lord 

Matt.  xi.    doth ;  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy 

^^'  ladeny  and  yejhalljind  reji  to  your  fouls.    Out  of  religion 

there  can  be  no  aphorifm  pretended  like  to  that  of  the 

Ifa.xxvi.3.  Prophet,  Thouflialt  keep  him  in  perfeSi  peace,  whofe  mind 

isjiayed  on  thee. 

If  indeed  we  difiin£lly  furvey  all   the  grounds   and 

fources  of  content,  it  will  appear  that  religion  only  can 

afford  it. 

Doth  it  refult  from  a  well  governing  and  ordering  our 

paffions  ?  Then  it  is  plain,  that  only  a  pious  man  is  ca- 

pable  thereof;  for  piety  only  can  efre6k  that :   it  alone^ 

with  the  powerful  aid  of  Divine  grace,  doth  guide  our 

paffions  by  exa6l  rules,  doth  fet  them  upon  worthy  ob- 

jefts,  doth  temper  and  tune  them  in  juft  harmony,  doth 

feafonably  curb  and  check  them,  doth  rightly  correS: 

and  reform  them  c.  • 

This  no  bare  reafon  (which  naturally  is  fo  dim  and  fo 

feeble  in  man)  can  achieve :  much  lefs  can  unreafonable- 

nefs  do  it,  which  is"  ever  prevalent  in  irreligious  perfons. 

Their  paffions  do  ever  run  wildly  and  at  random,  in  no 

good  pace,  within  no  good  compafs,  toward  the  meaneft 

and  bafeft  objefts;  whence  they  can  have  no  reft  or  quiet 

in  their  minds.    As  they  are  conftantly  offending,  fo  will 

they  ever  be  punifhing  themfelves,  with  inteftine  broils  and 

ifauxlviii.   confliSs,  with  diffatisfaflions  and  regrets.  Hence,  TA^c  15 
93. 

^  Mala  mens — cam  inlidiatur,  fpe,  curis,  laborc  diftringitur ;  et  jam  cum 
fcelcris  compos  fuerit,  folicitudine,  poenitentia^  poeaarum  omnium  esfpe^U- 
tione  torquetur.   Quinf,  xii.  l. 
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no  peace  to  the  wicked.    He  is  like  ike  troubled  fea,  which  SERM. 
cannot  re/L  God  (as  St.  Auftin  fpeaketh)  hathj'aid  it,  and     ^^^' 
Jo  it  is  J  Every  inordinate  mind  is  a  punijhment  to  itJelfU     lUuUil  so. 

Doth  content  fpring  from  a  hearty  lapprobation  of,  or 
8  complacence,  in  a  man's  own  a£Uons ;  from  refleftion 
that  he  conftantly  doth  a£t  according  to  reafon  and  wif- 
dom,  to  juflice  and  duty  ?  Then  can  the  pious  man  alone  ^^ififapicnti 
pretend  to  it,  who  knoweth  that  he  walketh  inoffenjively  p\2icent: 
toward  God  and  man;  that  he  confulteth  his  own  beft^."?"'*^'* 
intereft  and  welfare ;  that  afluredly  no  bad  confequence  faftidio  fui. 
can  attend  his  unblameable  behaviour;  that  moft  wife'^^*^**' 
men  have  declared  their  approbation  of  his  proceedings  ; 
that  if  he  prove  in  his  chief  defign  miftaken,  yet  no  mif- 
chief  can  thence  befall  him;  yea,  that  he  is  not  thereby 
quite  difappointed,  feeing  even  much  prefent  fatisfaAion 
and  convenience  do  arife  up  to  him  from  his  practice* 

Doth  content  grow  from  a  found  and  healthful  confti- 
tution  of  foul  ?  It  is  the  pious  man  alone  that  hath  that, 
whofe  mind  is  clear  from  diftempers  of  vice  and  paffion. 
The  impious  man  is  infirm,  out  of  order,  full  of  difeafe 
and  p^n,  according  to  the  Prophet's  defcription  of  him ; 
— TAfi  whole  head  isjick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint :  Jroniih,  j, 5, g, 
ihefole  of  the  foot  even  unto  the  head  there  is  no  foundnefs 
in  it  s  but  wounds,  and  bruifes,  and  putrefying  fores. 

Doth  content  arife  fpecially  from  good  fuccefs  in  our 
attempts,  or  from  profperous  events  befalling  us  ?  Then 
it  is  the  pious  man  who  is  moft  capable  thereof:  for  he 
only  is  fecure,  that  what  feemeth  good  and  profperous  is 
really  fuch  to  him,  as  meant  for  his  good  by  the  Divine 
goodnefs,  as  tending  thereto  by  the  guidance  of  infallible 
wifdom.  As  he  only  hath  ground  to  hope  for  fuccefs, 
becaufe  he  confideth  in  God,  becaufe  he  dutifully  feeketh 
God's  help,  becaufe  God  is  favourably  difpofed  toward 
him,  becaufe  God  ordereth  his  Jleps,  becaufe  God  is  by 
promife  engaged  to  blefs  him,  becaufe  he  is  confcious  of 

'  Nulla  major  poena  nequitise  eft,  quam  quod  fibi  ac  fuis  difplicet.    Sen, 

Kp.  42. 

ttftatfU  wmmg  Hntiat  a*oX»v^es,    Plat,  de  Leg.  5, 

DeiB  juffiti  et  ita  eft,  Sibi  poeoa  eft  omnis  inordinatus  animus.  Mg.  Cotf, 

»3       ■ 
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-SERM.  intentions  to  render  God  thanks  and  praife  for  it^  to  em« 

^^'     ploy  his  fuccefs  to  God's  honour  and  fcrvice :  fo  he  only 

can  be  fatisfied  with  the  appearance  of  fuccefs^  bdng  able 

Rom.Tiii.  with  aflurance  to  fa;y  after  St.  Paul,  fFe  know  that  to 

^*'  ihqfe  who  love  God  all  things  cooperate  for  good. 

Is  fecurity  from  danger,  from  trouble,  from  want,  from 

all  evil,  a  fource  or  matter  of  content  ?  It  certainly  doth 

attend  the  pious  man ;  God  being  his  efpecial  proteAor^ 

9tov.  zii.    his  comforter,  his  purveyor.    There  Jhall  no  evil  befall  the 

K  xci  10  J^ '  There  Jhall  no  plague  com6  near  his  dwelling.    God 

xzxiv.  30.   keepeth  all  his  bones,  not  one  of  them  is  broken.    He  deli' 

Prov.  X.  24.  ^^^'A  '^  righteous  out  of  their  troubles.    The  defire  of  the 

V{,ttx\y.9.  righteous  Jhall  be  granted.    There  is  no  want  to  them  that 

fear  God.    So  do  the  holy  oracles  aflure  us. 

Doth  contentednefs  fpring  from  fufficiency,  real  or  ap- 
prehended? This  appertaineth  peculiarly  to  the  pious 
tnan :  for,  having  God,  the  mader  of  all,  for  his  portion, 
be  hath  the  richeft  eftate  that  can  be ';  he  hath  all  that  he 
can  defire,  he  cannot  but  take  himfelf  to  have  enough. 
1  Tim.  vi.  Hence  Godlinefs  with  contentednefs  {[mt*  airapxtSo^f  with 
*•  fufficiency)  is,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  fiiyas  vro^ia-fMs,  the  great 

way  of  gaining.    He  faith  it  act,  as  fuppofing  godlinefs 
and  contentednefs  to  be  feparable  5  but  rather,  as  imply- 
ing godlinefs  therefore  to  be  mod  gainful,  becaufe  fuffi- 
ciency and  contentednefs  do  ever  attend  it.     In  fine,  if 
Si  cui  fua   that  faying  of  Seneca  be  true,  that,  If  to  any  man  thor 
.tion  viden-  fhings  he  pojfejfeth  do  not  feem  moft  ample,  although  he  be 
fima,  licet  majier  of  the  whole  world,  he  is  yet  miferable;   then 
S  dwnTn  °s  ^ffuredly  the  pious  man  only  can*e  happy  5  for  to  him 
fit,  tamen  alonc  his  pofleflions  can  feem  the  largeft  and  bed,  fuch 
SlffiJ.  i.  ^s  there  can  be  no  poffible  accefiion  to^  or  amendment  of. 
For  nothing  can  be  greater  or  better  than  God,  in  whom 
he  hath  a  (leadfaft  propriety,  whofe  infinite  power  and 
wifdom  are  engaged  to  do  him  the  utmoft  good  that  he 
is  capable  of.    And  farther, 

III.  Seeing  we  have  mentioned  happinefs,  or  thefum^ 

mum  bonum,  the  utm'oft  fcope  of  human  defire,  we  do 

add,  that  piety  doth  furely  confer  it.     Happinefs,  what- 

.    over  it  be,  hath  certainly  an  eflenti^l  coherence  with  piety. 
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Thde  are  reciprocal  propofitions^  both  of  them  infallibly  SERIL 
true^  He  that  is  pious  is  happy ;  and,  He  that  is  happy  III. 
is  pious.  No  man  doth  undertake  or  profecute  any 
thing,  which  he  doth  not  apprehend  in  fome  order  or 
degree  conducing  to  that  which  all  men  under  a  confufed 
notion  regard  and  tend  to,  which  they  call  bappinefs,  the 
bigheft.  good,  the  chiefeft  defirable  thing.  But  in  their 
judgments  about  this  thing,  or  the  means  of  attaining  it, 
as  men  diflent  much ;  fo  of  neceffity  mod  of  them  muft 
be  miilaken.  Moft,  indeed,  do  aim  and  (hoot  at  a  mere 
(hadow  of  profit,  or  at  that  which  is  very  little  confider* 
able,  and  in  comparifon  nothing  at  all ;  which  little  conr 
duceth  to  the  perfed:ion  of  their  nature,  or  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  their  defire.  If  they  mifs  the  mark,  they  are  dit 
appointed;  if  they  hit  it,  they  are  no  lefs,  and  inefTeft 
hit  nothing.  But  whatever  this  grand  matter  is,  in  what- 
ever it  coniifteth,  however  it  be  procured ;  be  it  the  pof- 
iefiion  and  fruition  of  fome  fpecial  choice  goods,  or  an 
aggregation  and  affluence  of  all  goods;  piety  furely  is 
the  main  ingredient  and  principal  caufe  thereof.  All 
Other  goods  without  it  are  infignificant  and  unufeful 
thereto ;  and  it  cannot  be  wanting,  where  piety  is.  $e  a 
man  never  fo  rich,  fo  powerful,  fo  learned  and  knowing, 
to  profperous  in  his  afiairs,  fo  honourable  in  the  opinions 
and  a£fedions  of  men  :  yet  nowife  happy  can  he  be,  if  he 
is  not  pious;  being  he  wanteth  the  bed  goods,  and  is 
fubjed  to  the  worft  evils ;  being  he  wanteth  the  love  an4 
fevour  of  God,  he  wanteth  peace  and  fatisfa£tion  of  coix>- 
icience,  he  wanteth  a  right  enjoyment  of  prefent  thingif, 
be  wanteth  fecurity  concerning  his  final  welfare.  Be  he 
never  fo  poor,  fo  low  in  the  eyes  of  men,  fo  forlorn  and 
defiitute  of  worldly  conveniences ;  yet  if  he  be  pious,  he 
icannot  be  wretched :  for  he  hath  an  interefi  in  goods  in-- 
comparably  mod  precious,  and  is  fafe  from  all  confider- 
able  evils ;  he  hath  a  free  refort  to  the  inexhauftible  foun« 
tain  of  all  happinefs,  he  hath  a  right  to  iramenfe  and 
endlefs  felicity,  the  which  eminently  containeth  all  the 
goods  we  are  capable  of;  he  is  poflefled  thereof  in  hope 
wod  certain  reverfion.  there  is  but  a  moment  to  pafs  b^ 

''4  M 
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SERM.  fore  his  complete  fruition  of  it.    The  want  of  all  other 
JII'      pc^^y  things  no  more  can  maim  the  integrity  of  his  fbK- 

"""*""  city,  than  cutting  the  hair,  or  paring  the  nails,  do  muti- 
late a  man:  all  other  things  are  but  fuperfluities  or  ex« 
crelcences  in  regard  to  the  conftitution  of  happinefr. 
Whatever  happeneth,  that  will  afliiredly  be  true,  wbidi 

Pf.  czxviii.  ia  fo  much  inculcated  in  holy  Scripture,  Bleffed  is  everf 

i»  3.  cxii.  ^^  thatfeareth  the  Lord,  that  walketh  in  his  ways;  happg, 
Jhall  he  he^  and  it  JhaU  he  well  with  him.  Piety  is  indeed 
fraught  with  beatitudes,  every  part  thereof  yieldeth  pe- 

Matt.  V.  euliar  bleflednefs.  To  the  love  of  God,  to  charity  toward 
our  neighbour,  to  purity  of  heart,  to  raeeknefs,  to  ho* 
roility,  to  patience,  to  mercifulnefs,  to  peaceablenefs,  bea^ 
titude  is  afcribed  by  our  Lord,  the  great  Judge  and  Dif-^ 
penfer  of  it.  Elach  religious  performance  bath  happy 
fruits  growing  from  it,  and  bllfsful  rewards  affigned 
thereto.  All  pious  difpofitions  are  fountains  of  ple^fant 
fireams,  which  by  their  confluence  do  make  up  a  full  fea 
of  felicity. 

IV.  It  is  a  peculiar  advantage  of  piety,  that  it  for* 
nifheth  employment  fit  for  us,  worthy  of  us,  hugely 
grateful,  and  highly  beneficial  to  us.  Man  is  a  very  bufy 
and  a£tive  creature,  which  cannot  live  and  do  notliingy 
whofe  thoughts  are  in  reAlefs  motion,  whofe  defires  are 
ever  ftretcbing  at  fomewhat,  who  perpetually  will  bo 
working  either  good  or  evil  to  himfelf :  wherefore  greatly 
profitable  muft  that  thing  be,  which  determineth  him  to 
a£t  well,  to  fpend  his  care  and  pain  on  that  which  is  trujy 
advantageous  to  him ;  and  that  is  religion  only.  It  alone 
fafteneth  our  thoughts,  afFe&ions,  and  endeavours,  upon . 
occupations  worthy  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  fuiting  the 
excellency  of  our  natural  capacities  and  endowments^ 
tending  to  the  perfe6tion  and  advancement  of  our  reafonji 
to  the  eniriching  and  ennobling  of  our  fouls.  Secluding 
that,  we  have  nothing  in  the  world  to  ftudy,  to  affcft,  to 
purfue,  not  very  mean  and  below  us,  not  very  bafe  and 
mifbecoming  us,  as  men  of  reafon  and  judgment.  What 
have  we  to  do  but  to  eat  and  drink,  like  horfes  or  like 
fwine;  but  to  fport  and  play,  like  children  or  apes;  but 
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to  bicker  and  llcaffle  about  trifles  and  imperdnences,  like  SERIC 
kieots?  what^  but  to  fcrape  or  fcramble  for  ufelefs  pelf;  ^^^*  . 
to  bunt  after  empty  (hows  and  fhadows  of  honour,  or  the 
vain  Suiciea  and'dreams  of  men  ?  what,  but  to  wallow  or 
baik  in  fordid  pleafures,  the  which  foon  degenerate  into 
remorfe  and  bittemefs  ?  To  which  fort  of  employments 
were  a  man  confined^  what  a  pitiful  thing  would  he  be^ 
aad  how  inconfiderable  were  his  life !  Were  a  man  de« 
figned  only^  like  a  fly, -to  buz  about  here  for  a  time^ 
fucking  in  the  air,  and  licking  the  dew,  then  foon  to  va« 
ni(h  back  into  nothing,  or  to  be  transformed  into  worms ; 
htm  forry  and  defpicable  a  thing  were  he?  And  fuch 
without  religion  we  fhould  be.  But  it  fupplieth  us  with 
bufinefs  of  a  mod  worthy  nature  and  lofty  importance ; 
h  fetteth  us  upon  doing  things  great  and  noble  as  can  be; 
it  etigageth  us  to  free  our  minds  from  all  fond  conceits, 
and^cleanfe  our  hearts  from  all  corrupt  affections;  to 
eorb  our  brutifh  appetites,  to  tame  our  wild  paflions,  to 
corred  our  perverfe  inclinations,  to  conform  the  difpoli* 
tions  of  our  foul  and  the  a6lions  of  our  life  to  the  eternal 
laws  of  righteoufnefs  and  goodnefs :  it  putteth  us  upon 
the  imitation  of  God,  and  aiming  at  the  refemblance  of 
fait  perfedions;  upon  obtaining  a  friendfliip  and  main- 
taining a  correfpondence  with  the  High  and  Holy  One ; 
upon  fitting  our  minds  for  converfation  and  fociety  with 
die  wifeft  and  pureft  fpirits  above ;  upon  providing  for  an 
immortal  (late,  upon  the  acquift  of  joy  and  glory  ever« 
lading*  It  employeth  us  in  the  divined  adions,  of  pro** 
noting  virtue,  of  performing  beneficence,  of  ferving  the 
public,  and  doing  good  to  all:  the  being  exercifed  in 
which  things  doth  indeed  render  a  man  highly  confider- 
able,  and  his  life  excellently  valuable. 

It  is  an  employment  mod  proper  to  us  as  reafonable 
men.  For  what  more  proper  entertainments  can  our 
mind  bave^  than  to  be  purifying  and  beautifying  itfelf,  to 
be  keeping  itfelf  and  its  fubordinate  faculties  in  order,  to 
be  attending  upon  the  management  of  thoughts,  of  paf- 
.fions,  of  wordsj  of  anions  depending  upon  its  govern- 
«Oce} 
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SERM.  It  18  an  employment  mod  beneficial  to  us :  in  purfuing 
ni.  which  we  greatly  better  ourfelves,  and  improve  our  coo*- 
dition;  we  benefit  and  oblige  others;  we  procure  found 
reputation  and  (leady  friendfhips ;  we  decline  many  irk* 
Ifa.  It.  9.  fome  milchiefii  and  annoyances ;  we  do  not,  like  thofe  id 
the  Prophet,Jpend  our  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieih  iM/» 
nor/pend  our  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread:  iicH'  both 
temporal  profperity  and  eternal  felicity  are  the  wages  of 
the  labour  which  we  take  herein. 

It  is  an  employment  mod  conftant,  never  allowing  doth 
or  liftleflhefs  to  creep  in^  inceflantly  bufying  all  our  fit- 
culties  with  earned  contention ;  according  to  that  profeC- 
Aas  juLir.  fion  of  St.  Paul,  declaring  the  nature  thereof,  Herein  al" 
*^'  ways  do  I  exercife  myfelf  to  have  a  confcience  void  of 

offence  toward  God  and  toward  man.  Whence  it  is  called 
ijightj  and  a  race,  implying  the  continual  eameflnefs  of 
attention  and  a£^ivity,  which  is  to  be  fpent  thereon. 
It  is  withal  a  fweet  and  grateful  bufinels :  for  it  is  .a 
poa.cxK.i.  pious  man's  chara£ler,  that  he  delighteth  greatly  in  Gpd's 
1  Johnr, 9,  commandments ;  that  the  commandments  are  not  grievous 
Johniv.34./o  him;  that  it  is  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  God^s  will;  that 
P&l.  cxix.  God's  words  (or  precepts)  are  fweeter  than  honey  to  his 
ProT.iij.  17.  *<?/&;  that  the  ways  of  religious  wifdom  are  ways  ofpleai 
fantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.    Whereas  all  other 
employments  are  wearifome,  and  foon  become  loath* 
fome :  this,  the  farther  we  proceed  in  it,  the  more  plea- 
lant  and  fatisfadory  it  groweth  e;.      There  is  perpetual 
matter  of  vi£tory  over  bad  inclinations  pedering  us  with 
in,  and  drong  temptations  aflsdling  us.  without :  which  to 
combat  hath  much  delight;  to  mader,  breedeth  unex*- 
preffible  content.    The  fenfe  alfo  of  God's  love,  the  in- 
fluences of  his  grace  and  comfort  communicated  in  the 
performances  of  devotion  and  all  duty,  the  fatisfa£lion  of 
good  confcience,  the  adured  hope  of  reward,  the  foretadet 
of  future  blifs,  do  feafon  and  fweeten  all  the  labourv 
4aken,  and  all  the  difficulties  undergone  therein. 

■  Non  poteft  cuiquam  fempcr  idem  placere,  nifi  rectum.    Stn,  ao. 
Dcdit  hoe  providentia  hominibus  munus,  ut  honcAa  magis  juYaren^ 
i.  13. 
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In  fine^  the  bare  light  of  nature  hath  difcerned;  that  SERII. 
were  it  not  for  fuch  matters  as  there  to  fpend  a  man's  ^^^ 
care  and  pains  upon,  this  would  be  a  lamentable  world  to 
Hvc  in.  There  was,  for  inftance,  an  emperor  great  and 
mighty  as  ever  did  wield  fceptre  upon  earth,  whofe  ex- 
cellent virtue,  coupled  with  wifdom,  (inferior,  perhaps,  to 
none  that  adp  man  ever  without  fpecial  infpiration  hath 
been  endowed  with,)  did  qualify  him  with  mod  advantage 
to  examine  and  rightly  to  judge  of  things  here ;  who, 
notwithftanding  all  the  conveniences  which  his  royal 
edate  and  well  fettled  profperity  might  afford,  (the  which 
furely  he  had  fully  tafted  and  tried,)  did  yet  thus  exprefs 
his  thoughts :  Ti  /toi  ^v  Iv  xoo-jxa)  xgya>  ^smVi  %  mpovoleis  xeveo ;  M.  Ant.  ii. 
tf^t  doth  it  concern  me  to  live  in  a  world  void  of  God,  or  *^'  ^*'  ^^' 
void  of  Providence  ?  To  govern  the  greateft  empire  that 
ever  was,  in  the  deepefl  calm ;  to  enjoy  the  largeft  afflu- 
ences of  wealth,  of  fplendour,  of  refpeS,  of  pleafure;  to 
be  loved,  to  be  dreaded,  to  be  ferved,  to  be  adored  by 
ib  many  nations^  to  have  the  whole  civil  world  obfe- 
^uious  to  his  will  and  nod;  all  thefe  things  feemed 
vain  and  idle,  not  worthy  of  a  man's  regard,  affefkion*  or 
choice,  in  cafe  there  were  no  God  to  worfhip,  no  provi- 
dence to  obferve,  no  piety  to  be  exercifed.  So  little 
worth  the  while  common  fenfe  hath  adjudged  it  to  live 
without  reh'gion. 

Y.  It  is  a  confiderable  benefit  of  piety,  that  it  affbrdeth 
the  bed  friepdfhips  and  fweeteft  fociety.     Man  is  framed  Nullius  b«. 
for  fociety,  and  cannot  live  well  without  it :  many  of  his"y^JJ^^*^'* 
Eusulties  would  be  ufelefs,  many  of  his  appetites  would  poifcffio eft. 
reft  unfatisfied  in  folitude.     To  have  a  friend  wife  and  **'  ^*   ' 
able,  honeft  and  good,  unto  whom  upon  all  occafions  we  ut  aiiarum 
may  have  recourfe  for  advice,  for  afliftance,  for  confola-  J|js1unata' 
don,  is  a  great  convenience  of  life:  and  this  benefit  wedulcedoeft^ 
owe  to  religion,  which  fupplieth  us  with  various  friend- ^^^"^^'^JJ^' 
ibips  of  the  beft  kind,  moft  beneficial  and  moft  fweet  unto 
us. 

It  maketh  God  our  friend,  a  friend  infinitely  better  than 
all  friends,  moft  afleftionate  and  kind,  mofl  faithful  and 
fiire,  moft  able^  moft  willing,  and  ever  moft  ready  to  per* 
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S£RM.  fonxi  all  friendly  offices,  to  yield  advice  in  all  our  doubts, 
^^^'     fuccour  in  all  our  needs,  comfort  in  all  our  troubles,  la- 
Prov.  xii.  s.  tisfadtion  to  all  our  defires.     Unto  him  it  minifiereth  a 
rs^^Kxiiir  ^^^^  addrefs  upon  all  occafions ;  with  him  it  alloweth  us 
18.  cxiv.     continually  a  moft  fweet  and  pleafant  intercourfe.    The 
«9.  "*^"*  pious  man  hath  always  the  all-wife  God  to  counfel  hun> 
Job  Kxvi.  to  guide  his  aftions  and  order  his  fteps  ;  ho»  hath  the  Al- 
mighty to  proteft,  fupport,  and  relieve  him  ;  he  hath  the 
immenfe  Goodnefs  to  commiferate   and   comfort  him  j- 
unto  him  he  is  not  only  encouraged,  but  obliged  to  re- 
fort  in  need  :  upon  him  he  may,  he  ought  to  difcharge  all  . 
his  cares  and  burdens. 

It  confequently  doth  engage  all  creatures  in  the  world 

to  be  our  friends,  or  inftruments  of  good  to  us,  according 

to  their  feveral  capacities,  by  the  direSion  and  difpofal  of 

God.     All  the  fervants  of  our  great  Friend  will,  in  com* 

Job  V.  23.  pliance  to  him,  be  fervioeable  to  us,  Thoujhalt  be  in  league 

with  tkejlones  ofihejieldy  and  the  leqfts  of  the  field  JhaU 

he  at  peace  with  thee:  fo  Job's  friend  promifeth  him  upon 

condition  of  piety.     And  Grod  himfelf  confirmeth  that  pro- 

Hof.  ii.  18.  mife ;  In  that  day^  faith  he  in  the  Prophet,  will  I  make  a 

covenant  for  them  with  the  leajis  of  the  fields  and  with  the 

fowls  ofheaven,  and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the  groundm 

Ifa.  xliii.  3.  And  again,  fFhen  thoupajfe/i  through  the  waters,  I  will  he 

with  thee;  and  though  the  rivers,  they  Jhall  not  overflow 

thee :  when  thou  walkeft  through  the  fire,  thoufhalt  not  be 

Pr.  cxxi.  6.  burnt ;  neither  fhall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.     And,  The 

fun  fliall  not  fmite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by  night. 

Vi.  xci.  13.  Thoujlialt  tread  upon  the  lion  and  adder,  the  young  lion 

Markxvi.    and  the  dragon  Jhalt  thou  trample  under  foot.     They  fhall 

DcuL         ^^^^  ^P  fcorpions  ;  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  ii 

vxTiii.  92.  fhall  not  hurt  them  :  (fo  our  Lord  promifed  to.  his  Difci- 

pies.)     Not  only  the  heavens  (hall  difpenfe  their  kindly 

influences,  and  the  earth  yield  her  plentiful  ftores,  and  all 

the  elements  difcharge  their  natural  and  ordinary  good 

offices ;  nor  only  the  tame  and  fociable  creatures  (hall 

upon  this  condition  faithfully  ferve  us ;  but  even  the  moft 

wild,  moft  fierce,  moft  ravenous,  moft  venomous  creatures 

fiiallj  if  there  be  Qeed^  prove  friendly  and  helpful,  or  at 
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leaft  barmlefs  to  us  :  as  were  the  ravens  to  Elias,  the  lions  SERll 
to  Daniel^  the  viper  to  St.  Paul,  the  fire  to  the  three  chil-      HI. 

^f^-  .  ,  1  Kings 

But  efpecially  piety  doth  procure  the  friendfhip  of  the  ^vii.  6. 
good   angels^  that  puifiant  hod  of  glorious  and  happy  pfai.xxzin 
^lirita :  they  all  do  tenderly  love  the  pious  perfon ;  they  l^^l  ^^ 
tie  ever  ready  to  ferve  and  do  him  good,  to  protect  him 
firom  danger,  to  aid  him  in  his  undertakings,  to  refcue 
him-  from  mifchiefs.     What  an  honour,  what  a  bleffing  is 
this,  to  have  fuch  an  innumerable  company  of  noble  friends 
(the  courtiers  and  favourites  of  heaven)  deeply  concerned 
and.  conftantly  vigilant  for  our  welfare  ! 

It  alfo  engageth  the  blefled  faints  in  glory,  thejpirits  of 

juft  men  perfe&edy  the  church  of  thejir/i-born,  to  bear  dear* 

eft  afTeftion  to  us,  to  further  our  profperity  with  their 

good  wifhes  and  eameft  prayers,  mightily  prevalent  wiih 

God. 

It  rendereth  all  forts  of  men  our  friends.    To  good 
men  it  uniteth  us  in  holy  communion ;  the  communion  of 
brotherly  charity  and  hearty  good  will,  attended  with  all 
the  good  offices  they  are  able  to  perform  :  to  other  men 
it  reconcileth  and  endeareth  us  ;  for  that  innocent  and  in** 
oJBTeniive,  courteous  and  benign,  charitable  and  beneficent 
demeanour,  (fuch  as  piety  doth  require  and  produce,)  are 
apt  to  conciliate  refpefl:  and  afTeftion  from  the  word 
men.     For,   yindt  malos  pertinax  bonitas;  men  hardly  Stn,  A  Bf^ 
can  perfift  enemies  to  him  whom  they  perceive  to  be  their  *^*  ^"'  ^'* 
friend :  and  fuch  the  pious  man  in  difpoiition  of  mind, 
and  in  efFe£t  when  occafion  ferveth,  is  toward  all  men  ^ ; 
being  fenfible  of  his  obligation  to  love  all  men,  and,  as  ^Gal.vi.  lo, 
hatfi  opportunity y  to  do  good  to  all  men.    It  afTureth  and 
more  ftriftly  endeareth  our  friends  to  us.     For,  as  it  mak-O' fy*^ 
eth  U8  hearty,  faithful,  conftant  friends  to  others ;  fo  it  >///,  Arijf. 
reciprocally  tjeth  others  to  us  in  the  like  fincerity  and  ^'^'  ^•"'  *• 
faftnefs  of  good  will. 

It  reconcileth  enemies.     For,  when  a  i^an*s  ways  do^^o^^^^^i* 
pleafe  the  Lordf  he  maketh  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  '^' 

k  Oai  fibi  amicus  eft^  fcito  hunc  amicum  omnibus  efle.    Sen,  K^*  6, 
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SERM.  him.    It  bath  a  natural  efficacy  to  that  purpofe,  and  DU 
m-      vine  blefling  promoteth  it. 

By  it  all  converfation  becometh  tolerable^  gratefiil,  and 

uieful.    For  a  pious  man  is  not  eafily  difturbed  with  any 

croflhefs  or  perverfenefs^  any  infirmity  or  impertinency  of 

thofe  he  converfeth  with  :  he  can  bear  the  weakneOes  and 

the  failings  ^f  his  company ;  he  can  by  wholefome  re-i 

fieAions  upon  all  occurrences  advantage  and  pleafe  him^ 

felfJ. 

Qusris  In  fine,  piety  rendereth  a  man  a  true  friend  and  ti  good 

^^m7^^  companion  to  himfelf  5  iatisfied  in  himfelf,  able  to  con^. 

mmicusefle  verfc  freely  and  pleafantly  with  his  own  thoughts.    It  it 

S^!^^6.  for  ^^^  w*"^  of  P^o"*  inclinations  and  difpofitions,  thatfo- 

litude  (a  thing  which  fometimes  cannot  be  avoided,  which 

often  ihould  be  embraced)  is  to  moft  men  fo  irkfome 

and  tedious,   that  men  do  carefully  fhun   themfelvesj^ 

and  fly  from  their  own  thoughts ;  that  they  decline  all 

converfe  with  their  own  fouls,  and  hardly  dare  look  upon 

their  own  hearts  and  confciences :  whence  they  become 

aliens  from  home,  wholly  unacquainted  with  themfelves, 

motl  ignorant  of  their  own  neareft  concernments,  no  faith* 

ful  friends  or  pleafant  companions  to  themfelves ;  fp  for 

refuge  and  eafe  they  unfeafonably  run  into  idle  or  lewd 

converfation,  where  they  diforder  and  defile  themfelves  ^* 

Nunquatn  But  the  pious  man  is,  like  Scipio,  never  Ufs  alone,  than 

Uu^quam  ^hen  akme  :  his  folitude  and  retirement  is  not  only  toler 

•am  folui,  rable,  but  commonly  the  moft  grateful  and  fruitful  part  of 

his  life  :  he  can  ever  with  much  pleafure,  and  more  adr 

vantage,  converfe  with  himfelf;  digefting  and  marihalling 

his  thoughts,  his  affeflions,  his  purpofes  into  good  order ; 

fearching  and  difcufling  his  heart,  reflecting  on  his  paft 

*  ^iftiimyuv  rt  •Zr&f  uturi  l^uktrm*  ilL*s  y»f  mM  «r»/«r.— (^rf/?*/.  Sti.  iz« 

4.)  t£*  rt  ytif  wur^cty/timf  Ivrtrtfrus  «m  ftnifuu^  tuu  rSv  fuXXirruv  iXvUtf 

kym^aL  , 

"  Nemo  eft>  cui  non  iatius  lit  cnni  quolibet  tSCt^  quam  fecum.    Stm. 

Ep,  IS'  ^ 

wtfi  n«XtMr^.  p.  916. 

ZnrmJgtp  pi  /Mji^^ti^cl  /uy  mi  wufnfu^tvfutgn^  Uunwt  I'i  pvywn,  Artft,  ix.  4. 
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WBjs,  enfordng  his  former  good  refolutions^  and  {raming  SERM. 
new  ones ;  inquiring  after  edifying  truths ;  ftretching  his  HI, 
meditations  toward  the  beft  and  fublimeft  objefts,  raifing 
bis  hopes  and  warming  his  ailedions  towards  fpiritual  and 
heavenly  things ;  afldng  himfelf  pertinent  queftions,  and 
refolving  incident  doubts  concerning  his  praAice  :  in  fine^ 
oonverfing  with  his  beft  friend  in  devotion  ;  with  admira* 
tion  and  love  contemplating  the  divine  perfections  dif- 
played  in  the  works  of  nature,  of  providence,  of  grace ; 
praifing  Grod  for  his  excellent  benefits  and  mercies;  con- 
feffingbis  defe&s  and  offences;  deprecating  wrath  and 
imploring  pardon,  with  grace  and  ability  to  amend;  pray* 
ing  for  the  fupply  of  all  his  wants  ".  All  which  per-  * 
ibrmances  yield  both  unconceivable  benefit  and  unexprefS- 
ble  comfort.  So  that  folitude  (that  which  is  to  common 
nature  fo  offeniive,  to  corrupt  nature  fo  abominable)  is  to 
the  pious  man  extremely  commodious  and  comfortable : 
which  is  a  great  advantage  peculiar  to  piety,  and  the  laft 
which  I  fhall  mentioti. 

So  many,  and  many  more  than  I  can  exprefs,  vaftly 
great  and  precious  advantages  do  accrue  from  piety ;  fo 
that  well  may  we  conclude  with  St.  Paul,  that  Godliness 
h  profitable  for  all  things* 

It  remaiheth  that,  if  we  be  wife,  we  (bould,  if  we  yet 
have  it  not  ingrafTed  in  us,  labour  to  acquire  it ;  if  w^' 
have  it^  that  we  fhould  endeavour  to  improve  it,  by  conli 
fiant  exercife,  to  the  praife  of  Grod,  the  good  of  our  neigh* 
bour,  and  our  own  comfort.  Which  that  we  may  effec» 
toally  perform,  Ahnighty  Grod  in  mercy  vouchfafe,  by  his 
grace,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord ;  to  whom  for  ever 
be  all  glory  and  praife.    Amen. 

■  Aoquiefcit  iibi,  oogitationibus  fuis  traditus.  Seth  Ep.  9* 
Sapieiia  nunqoam  folos  efle  poteft,  habet  fecum  omnes  qui  funt,  qniqui^ 
onqiiafn  fuerant  boni ;  et  aniraum  liberum  quocunque  vult  transfert :  quod 
corpoie  non  poteft,  cogitatione  compleAitur  ;  et  ii  hominum  inops  fuerie, 
loqoitor  cum  Deo.  Nunquam  minus  folus  erit,  quam  cum  folua  fuerit 
ff«r«  miw.  J9vim,  i.  98. 


SERMON  IV. 


THE  REWARD  OF  HONOURING  GOD. 


1  Sam.  ii.  30. 

For  them  that  honour  me  I  will  honour. 

SERM.  The  words  are  in  the  ftriaeft  fenfe  the  word  of  God, 
^^*  uttered  immediately  by  God  himfelf;  and  may  thence 
command  from  us  an  efpecial  attention  and  regard.  The 
hiftory  of  that  which  occaiioned  them  is,  I  prefume^  well 
known ;  neither  (hall  I  make  any  defcant  or  refle&ion 
thereon ;  but  to  take  the  words  feparately,  as  a  propofitkm 
of  itfelf,  affording  a  complete  indru&ion  and  ample  matter 
of  difcourfe.  And  as  fuch,  they  plainly  imply  two  things  i 
a  duty  required  of  us  to  honour  God  5  and  a  reward  profiered 
to  us,  upon  performance  of  that  duty,  being  honoured  by 
God.  It  is  natural  for  us,  before  we  are  willing  to  under- 
take any  work,  to  confider  the  reward  or  benefit  accruing 
from  it ;  and  it  is  neceffary,  before  we  can  perform  any 
duty,  to  underftand  the  nature  thereof.  To  this  our  me- 
thod of  a^ion  I  fhall  fuit  the  method  of  my  difcourfe; 
firft  endeavouring  to  eftimate  the  reward,  then  to  explain 
the  duty.  Afterward  I  mean  to  (hew  briefly  why  in  rea- 
fon  the  duty  is  enjoined ;  how  in  efTeft  the  reward  is  con- 
ferred. 

I.  The  reward  may  be  confidered  either  abfolutely,  (as 
what  it  is  in  itfelf ;)  or  relatively,  (as  to  its  rife,  and  whence 
it  comes.) 

I.  For  itfelf,  it  is  honour;  a  thing,  if  valued  according 
to  the  rate  it  bears  in  the  common  market,  of  higheft  price 
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among  all  the  objefts  of  human  defire;  the  chief  reward  SERM. 
which   the  greateft  anions  and  which  the  beft  adions  do_iXl— 
pretend  unto,,  or  are  capable  of;  that  which  ufually  bears 
moft  fway  in  the  hearts,  and  hath  ftrongeft  influence  uponr 
the  lives  of  men  5  the  defire  of  obtaining  and  maintaining 
which  doth  commonly  overbear  other  moft  potent  inclina- 
tions.    The  love  of  pleafure  ftoops  thereto  :  for  men,  to 
get  or  keep  reputation,  will  decline  the  moft  pleafant  en- 
joyments^ will  embrace  the  hardeft  pains.     Yea,  it  often 
prevails  over  the  love  of  life  itfelf,  which  men  do  not  only 
frequently  expofe   to  danger,  but  fometimes  devote  to 
certain  lofs,  for  its  fake.     If  we  obferve  what  is  done  in 
the  world,  we  may  difcem  it  to  be  the  fource  of  moft  un- 
dertakings therein  :  that  it  not  only  moveth  the  wheels  of 
public  a6lion,  (that  not  only  for  it  great  princes  contend, 
great  armies  march,  great  battles  are  fought ;)  but  that 
from  it  moft  private  bufinefs  derives  its  life  and  vigour : 
diat  for  honour  efpecially  the  foldier  undergoes  hardftiip, 
toil,  and  hazard  ;  the  fcholar  plods  and  beats  his  brains  ; 
the  merchant  runs  about  fo  bufily,  and  adventures  fo  far; 
yea,  that  JFor  its  fake  the  meaneft  labourer  and  artificer 
doth  fpend  his  fweat,  and  ftretch  his  finews.     The  prin- 
eipal  drift  of  all  this  care  and  induftry  (the  great  reafon 
of  all  this  fcuffling  for  power,  this  fearching  for  know- 
ledge, this  fcraping  and  fcrambling  for  wealth)  doth  feem 
to  be,  that  men  would  live  in  fome  credit,  would  raife 
diemfelves  above  contempt  ^ 

In  fuch  requeft,  of  fuch  force,  doth  honour  appear  to 
be.     If  we  examine  why,  we  may  find  more  than  mere 

AtracmrrnXXm^^ivtuf  M^  li  rou  ru)^M  »«X«;  ^iiinSy  iit^v^xuv  i^iXtvcag,  Jfocr, 
Orat.  mJ  PkUip, 

Mora  turn  aequiffimo  animo  appetitur,  cum  fuis  fe  laudibus  vita  occidens 
confolari  poteft.     Cic,  i.  Tufc. 

—  UiQdift  avidi  pecuniae  liberales  erant,  gloriam  ingentem  divitias  honeftas 
volebaDt ;  banc  aidentUfime  dilexerunt,  propter  hanc  vivere  voluerunt,  pro    , 
hac  et  mori  non  dubitaverunt.     Cseteras  cupiditates  hujus  unius  ingenti  cu* 
piditate  preflbrunt.    Aug,  it  Civ.  Dei^  y.  12. 

Ai  ymf  3vMB#ir«i  futi  i  frXSfr«»  1m  rify  rtiinv  tfn  etl^trei,  Ar\ft,  Eth,  iv.  3« 

Honos  alit.artes,  omnefque  incenduntur  ad  ftudia  gloria,  &g.     Clc,  Tufc, 
Qm4tfi.  1. 

VOL.  I.  P 
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SERM.  £i{hion  (or  mutual  imitation  and  confent)  to  ground  tho 
^^'     experiment  upon.    There  is  one  obvious  reafon  why  na 
mean  regard  (hould  be  had  thereto ;  its  great  convenience 
and  ufefulnefs  :  for  that  a  man  cannot  himfelf  live  fafely, 
quietly^  or  pleafantly,  without  fome  competent  meafure 
thereof;  cannot  well  ferve  the  public^  perform  of&ces  of 
duty  to  his  relations,  of  kindnefs  to^his  friends^  of  charity 
to  his  neighbours,  but  under  its  prote£Uon,  and  with  its 
aid  :  it  being  an  engine  very  requi6te  for  the  managing 
any  bufinefs,  for  the  compaffing  any  defign,  at  lead  fweet- 
ly  and  fmoothly ;  it  procuring  to  us  many  iiirtherancea  in 
our  proceedings,  removing  divers  obftacles  out  of  our  way> 
guarding  a  man's  perfon  from  offences,  adding  weight  to 
his  words,  putting  an  edge  upon  his  endeavours :  for  every 
one  allows  a  favourable  ear  to  his  difcourfe,  lends  an  af- 
fixing hand  to  Iiis  attempts,  grants  a  ready  credence  to 
his  teftimony,  and  makes  a  fair  conftru£lion  of  his  doingSiL 
whom  he  efteems  and  refpeSs.    So  is  honour  plainly  va- 
luable among  the  bona  uiiliaj  as  no  fmall  accommodation 
of  life ;  and  as  fuch,  reafon  approves  it  to  our  judgment^. 
But  fearching  farther,  we  fliall  find  the  appetite  of  ho- 
nour to  have  a  deeper  ground,  and  that  it  is  rooted  even  in 
our  nature  itfelf.     For  we  may  defcry  it  budding  forth  in 
men's  firfl:  infancy,  (before  the  ufe  of  reafon,  or  fpeeach ;) 
Vidi  ego  et  even  little  children  being  ambitious  to  be  made  much  of, 
fum  zcian-  tnaintaining  among  themfelves  petty  emulations  and  com- 
tern  parvu-  petitions,  as  it  were  about  punftilios  of  honour.    We  may 
Aug,    ^'    obferve  it  growing  with  age,  waxing  bigger  and  ftronger 
together  witli  the  increafe  of  wit  and  knowledge,  of  civil 
culture  and  experience ;  that  the  matured  age  doth  moft 
refent  and  relifh  it ;  that  it  prevails  moft  in  civilized  na- 
tions ;  that  men  of  the  beft  parts,  of  the  higheft  improve- 


.  »»  Vide  HUr,  Bp,  ad  CeUnt. 

Confcientia  nobis  neceffaria  eft,  fama  proxima.  Qui  confcientia  fidetU, 
(kxnam  negligit,  cradelis  eft.  Aug, 

n^0f  XZ^**t  ^irtr^uw  t^ywtn  h  ^H^a,     Galen, 

Kec  vero  negligenda  fama  eft  ;  nee  mediocre  tetum  ad  res  gerendas  exifti* 
9iftre  oportet  benerolentiam  civium.     Cie  dc  Amic* 

yidc  Chryf,  torn.  vi.  Orat,  17. 
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■lents,  of  the  weightieft  employments/ do  moft  zealoufly  SERM. 
mStSt  it  and  fland  upon  it ;  that  they  who  moft  ftruggle      ^^' 
with  it  do  moft  feel  its  might,  how  difficult  it  is  to  refift 
and  reftrain  it^  how  impoffible  it  is  to  ftifle  or  extinguifti  it. 
For  the  (>h]lofopher  with  all  his  reafons  and  coniiderations 
cannot  difpute  it  down^  or  perfuade  it  away ;  the  anchoret 
cannot  with  all  his  aufterities  ftarve  itj'^r  by  his  retirtoient 
ihun  it :  no  affliSion,  no  poverty,  no  wtetchednefs  of  con-^ 
dition  can  totally  fupprefs  it.     It  is  a  fpirit  that  not  only 
haunts  our  courts  and  palaces,  but  frequents  our  fchools 
and  cloifters,  yea,  creeps  into  cottages,  into  hofpitals,  into  in  foljmdi- 
prifons,  and  even  dogs  men  into  defarts  and  folitudes  ;  fo  "^Jl^fu™.' 
tdofe  it  fticks  to  our  nature.    Plato  faith,  it  is  the  laft  coatbia.  Hier, 
which  a  wife  man  doth  put  off.    But  I  queftion  whether 
he  could  fhew  us  that  wife  man  who  had  done  it,  or  could 
tdl  us  where  he  dwelt,  except  perhaps  in  his  own  Utopian 
lepublic.     For  they  who  moft  pretend  to  have  done  it 
(who  in  their  difcourfe  moft  vilify  honour ;  who  talk  like 
Chryfippus,  that  a  wife  man  for  reputation  fake  will  not  Cic.dtPin. 
to  much  as  ftretch  out  his  finger;  or  like  Seneca,  that  we^* 
ihould  do  every  thing  purely  for  confcience  fake,  without 
any  regard  to  men's  opinion ;  who  make  harangues  and 
-write  volumes  againft  glory  »^)  do  yet  appear  by  their 
praftice,  fometimes,  by  fo  doing,  to  aim  at  it :  even  as 
men  do  ufually  complain  of  and  eagerly  quarrel  with  that 
which  they  moft  affefk  and  woo.   Chryfippus  wrote,  as  we 
are  told,  above  700  books,  moft  of  them  concerning  logical  Lac'^- 
quirks,  and  fuch  as  one  can  hardly  imagine  what  other 
'  drift  be  could  have  in  compofing  them,  befides  oftentation 
of  his  fubtilty  and  (harpnefs  of  wit.    Seneca,  if  hiftory  do 
not  wrong  him,  and  the  face  of  his  a6Uons  do  not  mifre- 
prefent  him,  was  not  in  his  heart  exempt  from  a  fpice  of 
ambition.    Yea,  that  excellent  emperor  M.  Aurelius,  who 
would  often  fpeak  like  a  Stoic,  could  not  but  commonly 
aA  like  a  man,  more  by  hispraftice  commending  honour, 

■  Nihil  optnionis  cauia^  omnia  conicientiae  faciam.  Sen,  de  V,  B» 
Nil  fit  illi  cum  arobitione  famaque  commune,  fibl  placeat«  Epifi,  113. 
Juftam  efle  gratis  oportet.  Ih» 
fJ.  de  Ira,  iji.  41. 

r  7, 
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SERM.  thanhedifparageditinhiswords.  For  dory  reprefents  him 

^^'      very  careful  and  jealous  of  his  credit,  very  diligent  to  pre- 

Tert  Apol.  ferve  it  and  to  repair  it<>.    Tertullian  calls  fuch  philofophers 

negotiatoresjamcp,  merchants  for  fame :  and  it  is  perchance 

fome  part  of  their  cunning  in  that  trade^  which  makes 

them  flrive  to  beat  down  the  price  of  thb  commodity^ 

thatifchey  may  nv>re   eaiily  engrofs  it  to  themfelves* 

However,  experience   proves  that  fuch   words  are  but 

words,   (words  fpoken  out  of  afFeftation  and  pretence, 

rather  than  in  good  earned  and  according  to  truth ;)  that 

endeavours  to  banifh  or  to  extirpate  this  defire  are  but  fond 

and  fruitlefs  attempts.    The  reafon  why  is  clear :  for  it  is 

as  if  one  (hould  difpute  againft  eating  and  drinking,  or 

Ihoidd  labour  to  free  himfelf  from  hunger  and  thirft :  the 

appetite  of  honour  being  indeed,  as  that  of  food,  innate 

unto  us,  fo  as  not  to  be  quenched  or  fmothered,  except 

by  fome  violent  diftemper  or  indifpofition  of  mindP ;  even 

by  the  wife  Author  of  our  nature  originally  implanted 

therein,  for  very  good  ends  and  ufes,  refpe£i:ing  both  the 

private  and  public  benefit  of  men ;  as  an  engagement  to 

virtue^  ^nd  a  reftraint  from  vice  ;  as  an  excitement  of  in^ 

duftry,  an  incentive  of  courage,  a  fupport  of  conftancy  in 

the  profecution  of  worthy  enterprifes ;  as  a  ferviceable  in- 

ftrument  for  the  conditution,  confervation,  and  improve* 

ment  of  human  fociety.    For  did  not  fome  love  of  honour 

glow  in  men's  breads,  were  that  noble  fpark  quite  extind, 

few  men  probably  would  ftudy  for  honourable  qualities,  or 

perform  laudable  deeds ;  there  would  be  nothing  to  keep 

fome  men  within  bounds  of  modedy  and  decency,  to  deter 

them  from  doing  odious  and  ugly  things ;  men,  not  caring 

Ani,f  y  #<-  what  others  thought  of  them,  would  not  regard  what  they 

^•fMffi  wmv'  ^d  themfelves ;  a  barbarous  (loth,  or  brutidi  dupidity, " 

^(^*^tvtlf,  would  overfpread  the  world,  withdrawing  from  common 

Nm.  Carw.  jjfg  jjjqJj  of  it's  omamcnts,  much  of  its  convenience.;  men 

56. 

•  Erat  fame  fuse  curioiiilifnus^  et  male  loquentium  di£lis  vel  literis  ve 
fermone  refpondebat.  Capit, 

P  Ut  quidam  morbo  aliquo  et  fenfiis  ftupore  i\iavitatcm  cibi  non  fentiunt ; 
fie  libidfnofi,  wmxi,  facinoroii  rem  laudis  ^flum  non  habent.  Crc 
Pkilipp.  8. 
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generally  would,  if  not  altbgether  fliun  fociety,  yet  at  lead  SERM. 
decline  the  cares  and  burdens  requifite  tp  the  promoting  IV* 
its  wel&re,  for  the  fuftaining  which  ufually  the  chief  en-^ 
oouragement,  the  main  recompeafe,  is  this  of  honour. 
That  men  therefore  have  fo  tender  and  delicate  a  fenfe  of 
their  reputation,  (fo  that  touching  it  is  like  pricking  a 
nerve,  as  foon  felt,  and  as  fmartly  ofienfive,)  is  an  excellent 
provifion  in  nature  5  in  regard  whereto  honour  may  pafs 
among  the  bona  naturaliaj  as  a  good  neceflary  for  the  fa- 
tisfe&ion  of  nature,  and  for  fecuring  the  accomplifliment 
of  its  bed  defigns. 

A  moderate  regard  to  honour  is  alfo  commendable  asNq^Hgere 
an  inftance  of  humanity  or  good  will  to  men,  yea,  as  auquif^ue 
argument  of  humility,  or  a  fober  conceit  of  ourfelves.f«n^f^*n<>- 
For  to  defire  another  man's  efteem,  and  confequently  his^iud.  ^ 
love,  (which  in  fome  kind  or  degree  is  an  infeparable  ^  ^ 
companion  of  efieem,)  doth  imply  fomewhat  of  reciprocal 
efieem  and  affedion  toward  him ;  and  to  prize  the  judg- 
ment of  other  men  concerning  us,  doth  fignify,  that  we 
are  not  oveirfatisfied  with  our  own. 
'  We  might  for  its  farther  commendation  allege  the  au- 
thority of  the  more  cool  and  candid  fort  of  philofophers, 
(foch  as  grounded  their  judgment  of  things  upon  notions 
agreeable  to  common  fenfe  and  experience ;  who  adapted 
their  rules  of  pradice  to  the  nature  of  man,  fuch  as  they 
found  it  in  the  world,  not  fuch  as  they  framed  it  in  their 
own  fiincies,)  who  have  ranked  honour  among  the  prin- 
dpal  of  things  defirable,   and   adorned  it  with   faired 
elopes;  terming  it  a  divine  thing,  the  bed  of  exterior 
goods,  the  mod  honed  fruit  and  mod  ample  reward  of 
true  virtue ;  adjudging,  that  to  negle£k  the  opinions  of 
men  (efpecially  of  perfons  worthy  and  laudable)  is  a  fign 
of  dupid  bafenefs,  that  to  contemn  them  is  an  effed:  of 
unreafonable  haughtinefs ;  reprefenting  the  love  of  honour 
(rightly  grounded  and  duly  moderated)  not  only  as  the 
parent  and  guardian  (as  productive  and  prefervative)  of 
other  virtues,  but  as  a  virtue  itfelf,  of  no  fmall  magnitude 
and  lodre  in  the  condellation  of  virtues^  the  virtue  of 

1^3 
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SERM.  generofity<i.    A  virtue^  which^  next  to  the  fpirit  of  true 
^y*      religion,  (next  to  a  hearty  reverence  toward  the  fupreme 
blefled  Goodnefs,  and  that  holy  charity  toward  meufi 
which  fpringeth  thence,)  doth  lift  a  man  up  neare(t  t0 
heaven;  doth  raife  his  mind  above  ,the  fordid  defires^  the 
forry  cares,  the  fond  humours,  the  perverfe  and  froward 
paflSons^  with   which  men  commonly  are  pofiefled  and 
a&ed :  that  virtue,  which  inflames  a  man  with  courage,  lb 
that  he  dares  perform  what  reafon  and  duty  require  of 
him,  that  he  difdains  to  do  what  is  bad  or  bafe ;  which 
infpires  him  with  (incerity,  that  he  values  his  honefty  be«* 
fore  all  other  interefts  and  refpe&a,  that  be  abhors  to 
wrong  or  deceive,  to  flatter  or  abufe  any  man,  that  he 
cannot  endure  to  feem  otherwife  than  he  is,  to  fpeak 
otherwife  than  he  mean^,  to  aft  otherwife  than  he  pro- 
mifes  and  profefles ;  which  endows  him  with  courtefy, 
that  he  is  ready  to  yield  every  man  hia  due  refped,  to  - 
afford  any  man  what  help  and  fuccour  he  is  able;  that 
virtue,  which  renders  a  man  upright  in  all  his  dealings^, 
and  correfpondent  to  all  his  obligations ;  a  loyal  fiibjed;  ta. 
his  prince,  and  a  true  lover  of  his  country,  a  candid  judge 
of  perfons  and  things,  an  earned  favourer  of  whatever  ia 
good  and  commendable,  a  faithful  and  hearty  friend^  a- 
beneficial  and  ufeful  neighbour,  a  grateful  refenter  and' 
requiter  of  courtefies,  hofpitable  to  the  (Irajiger,  bountiful 
to  the  poor,  kind  and  good  to  all  the  world:  that  virtue^, 
in  fine,  which  conftitutes  a  man  of  honour,  who  furely  is  * 
the  bed  man  next  to  a  man  of  confcience.  Thus  may 
honour  be  valued  from  natural  light,  and  according  to 
common  fenfe^ 

*i  e«r»»  Ti  91  rtfoi.   Plat,  de  Leg.  iv. 

K«X«y  rait  «r8XX«7f  v«Xi4ri  rl  Tra^etKiXtu^fui  in,  w^4rtf*f9  tvieHQM*  9r^§  Tm 
«'«XA«i>.  I  Jem.  de  Rep.  xii. 

Hiytfv  tttt  Ixris  kyetBZt  i|  rt/A^,  Arijt.  Eti.  iv.  3. 

Levis  eft  animi,  jaftam  gloriam,  qui  eft  fruaos  ▼irtatis  honeftiffiimis,  le* 
pudiare.   Cie.  in  Pif. 

Ex  omnibus  prsemiis  virtutis  amphffimnm  eft  pnunium  gloria.  Idem  pr9 
Mil 

'  Trahtmur  omnes  laudis  ftudio,  et  optimus  quifque  maxime  gloria 
ducitur.  CicpfArch. 
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Bat  beyond  all  this^  the  holy  Scripture  (that  moft  cer-  SERM: 
tain  ftandard,  by  which  we  may  examine  and  determine      J^- 
the  true  worth  of  things)  doth  not  teach  us  to  flight 
honour,  but  rather  in  its  fit  order  and  juft  meafure  to  love 
ttid  prize  it.    It  indeed  inftruf^s  us  to  ground  it  well,  (not 
upon  bad  qualities  or  wicked  deeds,  that  is  villainous  mad- 
neis;  not  npon  things  of  a  mean  and  indifferent  nature, 
that  is  vanity;  not  upon  counterfeit  (hews  and  pretences, 
that  IB  hypocrify;  but  upon  real  worth  and  goodnefs,  that 
may  confift  with  modefty  and  fobriety :)  it  enjoins  us  not 
to  be  immoderate  in  our  defires  thereof,  or  complacences 
therein,  not  to  be  irregular  in  the  purfuit  or  acquift  of  it; 
(to  be  fo  is  pride  and  ambition;)  but  to  affed  it  calmly, 
to  purchafe  it  fairly:  it  dire6U  as  not  to  ipake  a  regard 
thereto  our  chief  principle,  not  to  propound  it  as  our  main 
end  of  aAion:  it  charges  us  to  bear  contentedly  the  want 
or  lofs  thereof,  (as  of  other  temporal  goods;)  yea,  in  fome 
caiea,  for  confcience  fake,  or  for  God's  fervice,  (that  is,  for 
a  good  incomparably  better  than  it,)  it  obliges  us  willing- 
ly to  proftitute  and  facrifice  it,  choofing  rather  to  be  in- 
fiunous  than  impious,  (to  be  in  difgrace  with  men,  rather 
than  in  disfavour  with  God^ :)  it,  in  fine,  commands  us  to 
ieek  and  embrace  it  only  in  fubordination  and  with  final 
reference  to  God's  honour.    Which  difl:in6tions  and  cau- 
tions being  provided,  honour  is  reprefented  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture as  a  thing  confiderably  good,  which  may  be  regarded 
without  blame,  which  fometimes  in  duty  muil  be  regard- 
ed.    It  is  there  preferred  before  other  good  things,  in 
themfelves  not  defpicable.  For,  A  good  name  is  better  than  Ecdef.  Tii. 
precious  ointment;  yea,  A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  ^Ao/«ipj^^^  ^^..^ 
than  great  riches,  faith  the  Wife  Man.     It  is  called  a  gifk  i. 
of  God:  for.  There  is  a  many  faith  the  Preacher,  to  whom EcclcLrla. 
God  hath  given  riches  and  honour.     Yea,  not  only  a  fimple 
pft,  but  a  blefling,  conferred  in  kindnefs,  as  a  reward  and 
encouragement  of  goodnefs :  for.  By  humility  and  the  fear  Ptoy.  zxii. 

4. 

Oi  ;^«ffi»rs«  umi  wfrnvrmti,  plaufible  and  aflive  men  do,  faith  Ariftotle, 
place  bappinels  in  bonour.  Eti,  i.  4. 

•  Non  Tia  efle  juftua  fine  gloria?  at  mehercule  faepe  juftus  efle  debes  cum 
mfiunia.  Sew,  Epiji.  czili. 

F4 
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SERM.  of  the  Ijyrd,  faith  be  again,  are  riches  andhommr,  Whelio^ 
^^•-     it  18  to  be  acknowledged  as  an  efpecial  benefit^  and  a  fit 
ground  of  thankfgiving ;  a»  is  pradifed  by  the  Pfalmift* 
Plal.zzi.  s.  in  his  royal  hymn :  Honour y  faith  he,  and  majefty  haji  thau 
laid  upon  him.  .  Wifdom  alfo  is  defcribed  unto,  us  bearing 
Prov.ui.i6.  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honour :  and  Wifdom  furely  will 
not  take  into  any  hand  of  hers,  or  hold  therein^  what  is 
worth  nothing.    No:  we  are  therefore  moved  to  procure 
Pioy.  IT.  8,  her,  becaufe,  exalting  Iier,JheJhall  promote  us.  — Shejhall 
^'  give  unto  our  head  an  ornament  of  grace,  a  crown  of  glory 

Jhalljhe  deliver  to  us.     We  are  alfo  enjoined  to  render 
honour  as  the  bed  expreflion  of  good -will  and  gratitude 
toward  them  who  bed  deferve  in  themfelvesy  or  mod  de- 
fence of  us ;  to  our  prince,  to  our  parents,  to  our  priefts, 
iPet.ii.ir-efpecially  to  fuch  of  them  as  govern  and  teach  well,  to 
iTim.v.3.^j]  gQoj  lUGn,  {Have fuch  in  reputation,  fays  the  Apodle.) 
Phil.  ii.  29.  And  were  not  honour  a  good  thing,  fuch  injunctions 
would  be  unreafonable.    Yea,  becaufe  >ye  are  obliged  to 
1  Pet.  ii.  17*  bear  good  will  toward  all  men,  St.  Peter  bids  us  to  honour 
all  men.    From  hence  alfo,  that  we  are  efpecially  bound 
to  render  honour  unto  God  himfelf,  we  may  well  infer 
Ariftot.      with  Ariftotle,  that  honour  is  the  lejl  thing  in  our  power  to 
th.iv.  3.  ^^^    rp^  ^j^^^^  confiderations  may  be  added,  that  we  are 
Rom.  xiii.  commanded  to  walk  twrxtiMvtasj  {decently,  or  fpecioufly, 
S)m.xii.   which  implies  a  regard  to   men's  opinion;)   to  provide 
17.  things  honeft  in  the  fight  of  all  men,  (t«  x«X«i,  that  is^  not 

only  things  good  in  fubdance,  but  goodly  in  appearance;) 
I  Pet.  U.  Id.  to  have  our  converfation  hone/i  before  the  Gentiles,  (xo^ 
again,  that  is,  fair,  or  comely,  and  plaufible,  fuch  as  may 
commend  us  and  our  profeflion  to  the  judgment  of  thmn 
Phil.  iv.  8.  who  obferve  us.)     St.  Paul  alfo  exhorts  us  to  mind,  not 
only  what  things  are  true,  are  jiift,  are  pure;  but  alfo 
I        ocTflt  o-fjxvfll,  {whatever  things  are  venerable,  or  apt  to  beget 
refpeft,)  Sa-a  vpoa-pXri,  {whatever  things  are  lovely,  or  gra- 
cious in  men's  eyes  and  edeem,)  oa-a  euft^fc^a,  {whatever 
things  are  well  reported,  or  well  reputed  of)     He  requires 
us  not  only,  if  there  be  any  virtue,  (any  thing  very  good 
in  itfelf,)  but,  if  there  be  any  praifc,  (any  thing  much  ap- 
proved in  common  edeem,)  that  we  fliould  mind  fuch 
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Mngs.    Laftly^  the  blefled  date  hereafter  (the  higheft  SERM. 
infiance  of  divine  bounty,  the  complete  reward  of  good-      ^V* 
nets)  is  reprefented  and  recomraended  to  us  as  a~  date  of 
honour  and  glory  j  to  be  ambitious  whereof  is  the  cha- 
lact^  of  a  good  man.     To  every  mauj  faith  St.  Paul,  Jhall  Rom.  ii.  6, 
God  render  according  to  his  works :  to  ihem^  who  by  patient 
continuance  in  well  doing  feek  for  glory ^  and  honour j  and 
.  immortality,  eternal  life. 
:.  Such  is  the  reward  propounded  to  us  in  itfelf ;  no  vile 
or  contemptible  thing,  but  upon  various  accounts  much 
valuable;  that  which  the  common  apprehenfions  of  men^ 
pliun  di&ates  of  reafon,  a  predominant  in(lin6l  of  nature^ 
the  judgments  of  very  wife  men,  and  divine  atteftation 
itfelf  confpire  to  commend  unto  us  as  very  confiderable 
and  precious.     Such  a  reward  our  text  prefcribes  us.  the 
certain,  the  only  way  of  attaining. 
,  %.  Such  a  benefit  is  here  tendered  to  us  (that  which  yet 
more  highly  commends  it,  and  exceedingly  enhances  its 
worth)  by  God  himfelf :  /,  faith  he,  will  honour.    It  is 
lanftified  by  coming  from  his  holy  hand ;  it  is  dignified 
by  following  his  mod  wife  and  juft  difpofal;  it  is  fortified 
and  aflured  by  depending  on  his  unquedionable  word,  and 
uncontrollable  power :  who,  as  he  is  the  prime  Author  of 
all  good,  fo  he  is  in  efpecial  manner  the  fovereign  dif- 
penfer  of  honour.     The  king,  we  fay,  is  the  fountain 
of  honour.     What  any  king,  as  the  reprefentative  and 
delegate  of  God,  is  in  his  particular  kingdom,  that  is 
almighty  God  abfolutely  and  independently  in  all  the 
world.     Both  riches  and  honour,  faid  good  king  David,  1  Chron. 
come  of  thee,  for  thou  rulejl  over  all:  in  thine  hand  w"*****^ 
power  and  might;  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to 
givejhrength  unto  all.    He  whofe  grants  are  in  effcSt  only 
fure  and  yalid,  whofe  favours  only  do  in  the  end  turn  to 
good  account,  he  freely  offers  us  mod  defirable  prefer- 
ment :    he  doth  himfelf  gracioufly  hold  forth  mod  au- 
thentic patents,  by  virtue  of  which  we  may  all  become 
right  honourable,  and  perfons  of  quality  indeed;   having 
not  only  the  names  and  titles,  the  outward  enfigns  and 
badges  of  dignity^  (fuch  as  earthly  princes  confer,)  but 
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2)£RM.  the  fubftantial  reality,  the  afTured  enjoyment  thereof.  (For 
YV*     man  can  only  impofe  law  upon  tongues  and  gefiuresf 
God  alone  commandeth  and  inclineth   hearts^  wherem^ 
honour  chiefly  refideth.)     He  offers  it,  I  fay,  rood  freely* 
indeed,  yet  not  abfolutely:  he  doth  not  go  to  fell  H  fbrtf 
price,  yet  he  propounds  it  under  a  condition ;  as  a  moft 
juft  and  equal,  fo  a  very  gentle  and  eafy  condition.    It  is* 
but  an  exchange  of  honour  for  honour ;  of  honour  fronr 
God,  which  is  a  free  gift,  for  honour  firom  us,  which  is  a 
juft  duty;  of  honour  from  him  our  fovereign  Lord,  fbr 
honour  from  us  his  poor  vaffals;  of  honour  from  the  moft 
high  Majefty  of  heaven,  for  honour  from  us  vile  worm^ 
Creeping  upon  the  earth.    Such  an  overture  one  would 
think  it  not  only  reafonable  to  accept,  but  impoffible  to  re« 
fufe.  For  can  any  man  dare  not  to  honour  invincible  powers- 
infallible  wifdom,  inflexible  jufticc?  Will  any  man  forbear 
to  honour  immenfe  goodnefs  and  bounty  ?  Yes,  it  feems 
there  are  men  fo  mad  as  to  reject  fo  fair  an  offer;  fo  baxl 
as  to  negle£t  fo  equal  a  duty.    Let  us  therefore  confider 
what  it  is  that  is  here  required  of  us,  or  wherein  this  ho- 
nouring  of  God  confifls,  that  we  may  thereby  difcem  when 
we  perform  this  duty,  when  we  are  deficient  therein. 

II.  There  are  feveral  wajrs  of  honouring  God,  or  feveral 
parts  and  degrees  of  this  duty;  all  which  we  may  refer  ta 
two  forts,  conceiving  the  duty  as  a  compound,  made  up  of 
two  main  ingredients,  (correfpondent  to  thofe  two  parts 
in  which  they  refide,  and  of  which  our  nature  confifla; 
which  diftinftion  St.  Paul  fuggefteth,  when  he  faith, 
1  Cor.  vi.  Glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  Jpirit,  which  are 
God's,)  one  of  them  being,  as  it  were,  the  form  and  foul, 
the  other  as  the  matter  and  body  of  the  duty. 

I.  The  foul  of  that  honour  which  is  required  of  us 
toward  God,  is  that  internal  efteem  and  reverence  which 
we  fliould  bear  in  our  hearts  towards  him ;  importing 
that  we  have  impreffed  upon  our  minds  fuch  conceptions 
kbout  him  as  are  worthy  of  him,  fuitable  to  the  perfe3ion 
of  his  nature,  to  the  eminency  of  his  ftate,  to  the  juft  qua- 
lity of  his  works  and  aftions :  that  we  apprehend  him  to 
be,  what  he  really  is,  in  his  nature,  fuperlatively  good^ 


so. 
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wif^  powerful,  hoty^  and  juft :  that  we  afcribe  unto  bim  SERM» 
the  produ&ion  and  confervation  of  $31  beings,  together  ^^' 
with  an  entire  fuperintendency  o\'er,  and  abfolute  difpofal 
of,  all  events:  that  we. conceive  ourfelves  obliged  to  fub- 
nut  unto^  and  acquiefce  in,  all  his  difpenfations  of  provi- 
dknce,  as  moft  wife  and  moft  righteous ;  to  rely  upon  the 
declarations  of  his  mind,  (whether  in  way  of  aflertion,  or 
promife,)  as  infallibly  true  and  certain.  In  fuch  a&s  of 
mind  the  honouring  of  God  doth  primarily  confift.  In 
aStSf  I  fay:  not  in  fpeculative  opinions  concerning  the 
divine  exceUencies,  (fuch  as  all  men  have,  who  are  not 
downright  atheifts  or  infidels^  floating  in  the  fancy,  or 
dormant  in  the  mind;  but  in  continually  prefent,  lively^ 
eflRB&ual  aSta  of  apprehenfion  and  judgment,  finking  down 
into  the  heart  and  afieftions^  and  quickening  them  to  a 
congruous,  real  performance.  Such  an  apprehenfion  of 
God's  power^  as  fhall  make  us  to  dread  his  irrefiftible 
hand,  fhall  caufe  us  to  defpair  of  profpering  in  bad 
courfes,  fhall  difpofe  us  to  confide  in  him,  as  able  to 
perform  whatever  he  wills  us  to  expert  from  him :  fuch 
an  c^nion  of  his  wifdom,  as  fhall  keep  us  from  queflion- 
ing  whether  that  is  befl  which  God  declares  to  be  fb ;  as 
fhall  hinder  us  from  prefuming  (in  compliance  with  pur 
own  fhallow  reafon,  or  vain  fancy)  to  do  any  thing  againft 
God's- judgment  and  advice :  fuch  a  conceit  of  God's  juf- 
doe,  as  fhall  render  us  careful  to  perform  what  his  law 
promifes  to  reward,  and  fearful  to  commit  what  it  threat- 
ens to  punifh :  fuch  a  perfuafion  concerning  God's  good- 
nefs,  as  fhall  kindle  in  us  an  hearty  affeSion  toward  him^ 
fball  make  us  very  fenfible  of  his  bounty,  and  ready  to 
yield  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude  unto  him ;  as  fhall 
preferve  us  from  being  diftruflful  of  his  proridence,  or 
doubtful  in  our  need  and  diftrefs  of  finding  relief  from 
him:  foch  a  vigorous  and  fruitful  efteem  of  God  in  all 
refpeds,  as  fhall  produce  in  us  difpofitions  of  mind,  and 
a&ions  of  life,  agreeable  to  our  various  relations  and  obli- 
gations to  him ;  becoming  us  as  his  creatures  and  chil- 
dren, as  his  fubje^ts  and  forvants.  This  is  indeed  the  foul 
of  tfaeduty^  which  being  ablent,  all  exterior  (h&w  fpecious 
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SERM.  foever)  either  profeffions  or  performances,  are  but  as  pic«- 

IV'      tures,  having  in  them  foiAewhat  of  refemblance  in  (hape 

'  and  colour,  nothing  of  life :  yea  rather,  as  carcafes,  not 

only  dead  and  fenfelefs,  but  rotten  and  filthy  in  God'a 

Matt.  zv.  8.  fight.  This  people^  faith  God,  do  honour  me  with  their 
lips,  but  their  heart  is  far  from  me.  Such  honour  is  indeed 
no  honour  at  all,  but  impudent  abufe  and  profane  mockery  i 
for  what  can  be  more  abominably  vain,  than  for  a  man  to 
court  and  cajole  him  viho  knows  his  whole  heart,  who  * 
fees  that  he  either  minds  not,  ot  means  not  what  he  bjji} 
It  behoves  us  therefore  by  all  proper  nieans,  by  cob- 
templating  the  works  and  adions  of  God^ '  (his  adinirable 
works  of  nature,  the  wife  proceedings  of  his  providence, 
the  glorious  difpenfations  of  his  grace,)  by  meditating  on 
his  word,  by  praying  for  his  grace,  by  obferving  his  law  ' 
and  will,  to  raife  up  in  our  hearts,  to  foment  and  cberi(h 
this  internal  reverence,  which  is  the  true  fpring  of  all ' 
piety,  the  principle  which  forms  and  a&uates  that  other 
fort,  coming  next  to  be  touched  on,  being  the  body  of  our 
due  honour  to  God  ;  concurring  in  its  order  to  the  inte<»> 
grity  thereof,  as  without  which  the  interior  part  would  be 
a  kind  of  ghoft,  too  thin  in  fubfiance,  too  remote  from 
fenfe,  too  deftitute  of  good  fruit  and  ufe. 

z.  This  bodily  part  confifis  in  outward  expreffions  and 
performances,  whereby  we  declare  our  eflieem  and  reve- 
rence of  God,  and  produce  or  promote  the  like  in  others* 
For  our  thus  honouring  God  refpe£is  thofe  two  ends  and 
efie£ts,  the  uttering  our  own,  the  exciting  in  others  a  reve- 
rence toward  him.  And  it  we  may  firft  view  in  the  general, 
or  grofs  bulk  thereof;  then  furvey  its  principal  members. 
Firft,  in  general,  God  is  honoured  by  a  willing  and 
careful  practice  of  all  piety  and  virtue  for  confcience  fake, 
or  in  avowed  obedience  to  his  holy  will.  This  is  the 
moft  natural  expreflSon  of  our  reverence  toward  him,  and 
the  raoft  effeftual  way  of  promoting  the  fame  in  others; 
A  fubje£t  cannot  better  demonftrate  the  reverence  he 
bears  toward  his  prince,  than  bj'  (with  a  cheerful  dili-* 
gence)  obferving  his  laws ;  for  by  fo  doing  he  declares 
that  he  acknowledgeth  the  authority,  and  revereth  the 
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majefty,  which  enafked  them  ;  that  he  approvics  the  wif-  SERH. 
dboi  which  devifed  them,  and  the  goodnefs  which  defigned     ^V- 
them  for  public  benefit;  that  he  dreads  his  prince's  power, 
which  can  maintain  them,  and  his  jufiice,  which  will  vin* 
dicate  them ;  that  he  relies  upon  his  fidelity,  in  making 
gpod  what  of  prote&ion  or  of  reconipenfe  he  propounds 
to  the  obfervers  of  them.    No  lefs  pregnant  a  fignification 
of  our  reverence  toward  God  do  we  yield  in  our  gladly 
and.ilri&ly  obeying  his  laws;  thereby  evidencing  our 
fubmiffion  to  God's  fovereign  authority,  our  edeem  of  his 
wi£lom  and  goodnefs,  our  awful  regard  to  his  power  and 
juftioe,  our  confidence  in  him^  and  dependance  upon  his 
word.     As  alfo  the  practice  of  wholefome  laws,  viiibly 
producing  good  fruits,  (peace  and  profperity  in  the  com- 
monwealth,) doth  conciliate  refped  unto  the  prince,  he 
thereby  appearing  wife  and  good,  able  to  difcem,  and 
willing  to   cboofe  what  confers  to  public   benefit:   fo 
a&ious  conformable  to  the  divine  law,  being  (by  God's 
wife  and  gracious  difpofal)  both  in  themfelves  comely 
and  lovely,  and  in  effeft,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  good  and  pro- Tit.  ni,  e. 
fitable  to  men,  conducing  indeed  not  only  to  private,  butp^ut.x.'io] 
alfo  to  public  welfare,  to  the  rendering  human  fociety 
comfortable,  to  the  fettling  and  fecuring  common  tran- 
quillity, the  performance  of  them  mud  needs  bring  great 
commendation  to  the  author  and  ordainer  of  them.     By 
obferving  them  we  fhall,  as  St.  Peter  fpeaks,  fet  forth  the\  Pet.  it.^. 
virtues  of  him  that  called  us  to  fuch  a  pra3ice.    The  light 
and  luftre  of  good  works,  done  in  regard  to  divine  com- 
mand, will  caufe  men  to  fee  clearly  the  excellencies  of 
our  moft  wife  and  gracious  Lord ;  will  confequently  in* 
duce  and  excite,  the^  to  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  Matt.  v.  16. 
heaven.     In  this,  faith  our  Saviour,  is  my  Father  glorified,  joh.  xv.  s. 
if  you  bear  much  fruit.    The  goodlinefs  to  the  fight,  the 
plealkntneis  to  the  tafte,  which  is  ever  perceptible  in  thofe 
fruits  which  genuine  piety  beareth,  the.  beauty  men  fee  in 
a  calm  mind  and  a  fober  converfation,  the  fweetnefs  they 
tafle  from  works  of  juflice  and  charity,  will  certainly  pro- 
duce   veneration  to  the  do6lrine   which  teacheth  fuch 
things^  and  to  the  authority  which  enjoins  them.     It  is 
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SERM.  an  aggravation  of  impiety,  often  infixed  upon  in  Scriptare^ 

^V'      that  it  flurs,  as  it  were,  and  defames  God,  brings  reproach 

Rom.  ii.  23.  and  obloquy  upon  him,  caufes  his  name  to  be  profaned^ 

Isam.  xii.  *^  ^  curfed,  to  be  blafphemed  :  and  it  is  anfwerably  a 

14.  commendation  of  piety,  that  by  the  practice  thereof  we 

Ezek.        (i^^t  ^^7  procure  many  great  advantages  to  ourfdveSj 

xxxvi.  3d.  many  bleffings  and  comforts  here,  all  joys  and  felicities 

Eph.  iv.  1.  hereafter :  but  do  alfo  thereby)  beget  efteem  to  God  faim- 

Sf  V  10  *  felf,  and  fanAify  his  ever-blefled  name  ;  caufe  him  to  bo 

1  Their,  ii.  regarded  and  reverenced,  his  name  to  be  pndfed  and 

Rom*  xii.    Wcffed  among  men.     It  is  by  exemplary  piety,  by  pro" 

17*  viding  things  honejl  in  tlie^ght  of  all  men^  by  doing  things 

honourable  and  laudable,  (fuch  are  all  things  which  God 

hath  been  pleafed  to  command  us,)  that  we  (hall  be 

iCor.z.3i.fure  to  fulfil  that  precept  of  St.  Paul,  of  doing  all  things 

h  the  glory  of  God;  which  is  the  body  of  that  duty  we 

fpeak  of. 

Secondly,  But  there  are,  deferving  a  particular  in<» 
fpe&ion,  fome  members  thereof,  which  in  a  peculiar  aad 
eminent  manner  do  conditute  this  honour;  fome  ads 
which  more  fignally  conduce  to  the  illuftration  of  God's 
glory.    Such  are, 

1.  The  frequent  and  conftant  performance  (in  a  ferious 
and  reverent  manner)  of  all  religious  duties,  or  devotions 
immediately  addrefled  to  God,  or  converfant  about  him  : 

P&l,  xiix,  that  which  the  Pfalmift  ftyles,  Giving  the  Lord  the  honour 
^*  due  to  his  name^  worjhipping  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of 

hoUnefs. 

2.  Ufing  all  things  peculiarly  related  unto  God,  6is 
holy  name,  his  holy  word,  his  holy  places,  (the  placei^ 

Pfal.  xxvi.  where  his  honour  dwelleth,)  his  holy  times,  (religious  fiifls 

ifft.  iviii.     and  feftivities,)  with  efpecial  refpeft. 

^m.xiii.      3*  Yielding  due  obfervance  to  the  deputies  and  mi- 

4.  '  nifters  of  God  (both  civil  and  ecclefiaftical)  as  fuch,  or 

J^^^'^'^ii  becaufe  of  their  relation  to  God:  the  doing  of  which 

7.  God  declares  that  he  interprets  and  accepts  as  done  unto 

Johnxiii.   nimleit. 

»o-     .  4.  Freely  fpending  what  God  hath  given  us  (out  of 

18.   ' '      refpeA  unto  him)  in  works  of  piety,  charity,  and  mercy  i 
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that  which  the  Wife  Man  caHs,  honouring  the  Lord  with  SBRM. 
ourjiilfiance.  IV. 

5.  All  penitential  afts,  by  which  we  fubmit  unto  God,  ptoT.  iii.  9. 
and  humble  ourfdves  before  him.    As  Achan,  by  con-**^-^*' 
feffing  of  his  fin,  is  faid  to  give  glory  to  the  Lord  God  of  JoitiMl  19. 
IfraeL  ^P*^*"^- 

6.  Cheerful  undergoing  affli6Uons,  loiTes,  difgraces,  for 
the  profeffion  of  God*s  truth,  or  for  obedience  to  God's 
commands.     (As  St.  Peter  is  faid  by  his  death,  fufferedjohnxxi. 
upon  fuch  accounts,  to  glorify  God.)  ^^' 

Thefe  fignal  inftances  of  this  duty  (reprefented  as  fuch 
in  holy  Scripture)  for  brevity's  fake  I  pafs  over ;  craving 
leave  only  to  confider  one,  mod  pertinent  to  our  prefent 
bufinefs,  and  indeed  a  very  comprehenfive  one ;  which  is 
this  : 

..  7*  We  (hall  efpecially  honour  God,  by  difcharging 
faithfully  thofe  offices  which  God  hath  intruded  us  with  ; 
by  improving  diligently  thofe  talents  which  God  hath 
committed  to  us;  by  ufing  carefully  thofe  means  and 
opportunities  which  God  hath  vouchfafed  us,  of  doing 
him  fervice,  and  promoting  his  glory.  Thus  he  to  whom 
God  hath  given  wealth,  if  he  expend  it  (not  to  the  nou- 
riihment  of  pride  and  luxury,  not  only  to  the  gratifying  his 
own  pleafure  or  humour,  but)  to  the  furtherance  of  God's 
honour,  or  to  the  fuccour  of  his  indigent  neighbour,  (in  any 
pious  or  charitable  way,)  he  doth  thereby  in  efpecial  man- 
ner honour  God.  He  alfo  ore  whom  God  hath  beftowed 
wit  and  parts,  if  he  employ  them  (not  fo  much  in  contriving 
proje&s  to  advance  his  own  petty  interefts,  or  in  procuring 
vain  applaufe  to  himfelf,  as)  in  advantageoufly  fetting 
forth  God's  praife,  handfomely  recommending  goodnefs^ 
dexteroufly  engaging  men  in  ways  of  virtue,  (doing  which 
things  is  true  wit  and  excellent  policy  indeed,)  he  doth 
thereby  remarkably  honour  God.  He  likewife  that  hath 
honour  conferred  upon  him,  if  he  fubordinate  it  to  God'ii 
honour,  if  he  ufe  his  own  credit  as  an  inftrument  of  bring- 
ing credit  to  goodnefs,  thereby  adorning  and  illuftrating 
piety,  he  by  fo  doing  doth  eminently  pra6tife  this  duty^ 
The  like  may  be  (aid  of  any  other  good  quality^  any  ca<- 
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SERM.  pacity  or  advantage  of  doing  good;  by  the  right  qfc 
IV.       thereof  we  honour  God  :  for  that  men,  beholding  thie 
worth  of  fuch  good  gifts,  and  feeling  the  benefit  emei;gent 
from  them,  will  be  apt  to  blefs  the  donor  of  them ;  as  did 
they  in  the  Grofpel,  who,  feeing  our  Saviour  cure  the  pa- 
Matt,  ii.  •.ralytic  man,  did  prefently  glorify  Gody  who  had  given  fuch 
power  unto  men.     But  efpecially  they  to  whom  power  and 
authority  is  committed,  as  they  have  the  chief  capacity, 
fo  they  are  under  an  efpecial  obligation  thus  to  honour 
God :  they  are  particularly  concerned  to  hear  and  obferve 
Pfal.  xxiz.  that  royal  proclamation.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  mighty^ 
1*  *•    •     give  unto  the  Lord  gloiy  andflrength  ;  give  unto  the  Lord 
the  honour  due  unto  his  name.     When  fuch  perfons  (like 
Dan.  iv.  34.  King  Ncbuchadnczzar  returned  to  his  right  fenfes)  do  fe- 
j^^*^^ j{j*^  rioufly  acknowledge  their  power  and  eminency  derived 
andpraifcd  from  God  alone ;  when  they  profefs  fubje£lion  unto  him, 
noured"      ^^^  exprefs  it  in  their  praftice,  not  only  driving  others  by 
hira,  &c.    their  power,  but  drawing  them  by  their  example,  to  piety 
and  goodnefs ;  when  they  caufe  God's  name  to  be  duly 
worfliipped,  and  his  laws  to  be  ftriftly  obferved;  whea 
they  favour  and  encourage  virtue,  difcourage  and  chaftife 
wickednefs;  when  they  take  care  that  juflice  be  impar- 
tially adminiftered,  innocence  protefked,  neceflity  relieved, 
all  iniquity  and  oppreffion,  all  violence  and  diforder,  yea, 
fo  much  as  may  be,  all  affli£i:ion  and  wretchednefs  be  pre- 
vented, or  removed ;  when  they  by  all  means  drive  to  pro- 
mote both  the  fervice  of  God^  and  the  happinefs  of  men, 
Matt.  xxiv.  {difpenfing  equally  and  benignly  to  the  family  over  which 
*^'  their  Lord  hath  fet  them,  their  meat  in  duefeqfon;  providing 

1  Tim.  ii.  2.  that  men  under  them  may  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet  life^ 
in  allgodlinefs  and  honejiy  ;  doing  which  is  the  bufinefs  al- 
lotted to  them,  the  intereft,  as  it  were,  of  God,  which  be 
declares  himfelf  concernedly  to  tender,  and  by  their  mi- 
niftry  to  profecute ;)  when  they  carefully  do  fuch  things, 
then  do  they  indeed  approve  themfelves  worthy  honourers 
of  their  high  Mafter  and  heavenly  King ;  then  do  they 
truly  aO:  God's  part,  and  reprefent  his  perfon  decently. 
When  the  aftions  of  thefe  vifible  gods  are  fo  divinely 
good  and  beneficial,  men  will  be  cafily  induced,  yea,  can 
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hardly  forl^ear  tp  reverence  and  magnify  the  inviiible  SERM. 
Fpui^cler  of  their  authority.  By  fo  doing,  as  they  will  ^^' 
fkt  Jl^fbre  men's  eyes  the  bed  pattern  of  loyalty;  as  they 
will  imprefs  upon  men's  hearts  the  ftronge;ft  argument 
for  obedience  and  refpeft  toward  themfelves;  as  they 
Audi  both  more  plainly  inform  and  more  efFe^ually  per- 
fuade  people  to  the  performance  of  their  duty  unto  them, 
than  by  all  the  law  and  all  the  force  in  the  world ;  as  they 
will  thereby  confequently  beft  fecure  and  maintain  their 
own  honour,  and  their  own  welfare,  (for  men  will  never 
be  heartily  loyal  and  fubmiffive  to  authority,  till  they  ,be- 
come  really  good ;  nor  will  they  ever  be  very  good,  till 
they  fee  their  leaders  fuch :)  fo  they  will  together  greatly 
advance  the  prsdfe  and  glory  of  him  in  whofe  name  they 
rule,  to  whofe  favour  they  owe  their  power  and  dignity ; 
in  whofe  hand,  as  the  Prophet  faith,  is  their  breath,  an^fDan.  ▼.  33. 
whoje  are  all  their  ways.  For  all  men  will  be  ready  mod 
awfully  to  dread  him,  unto  whom  they  fee  princes  them- 
ielyes  humbly  to  ftoop  and  bow ;  no  man  will  be  afliamed 
or  unwilling  to  ferve  him,  whom  he  fhall  obferve  that  his 
lords  and  governors  do  concern  themfelves  to  worihip : 
the  world  cannot  but  have  a  good  opinion  of  him,  a  par- 
ticipation of  whofe  power  and  majefty  yields  fuch  ex- 
cellent fruits ;  it  will  not  fail  to  adore  him,  whofe  fhadows 
and  images  are  fo  venerable.  It  is  a  mod  notorious  thing, 
both  to  reafon  and  in  experience,  what  extreme  advantage 
great  perfons  have,  efpeciaUy  by  the  influence  of  their 
praAice,  to  bring  God  himfelf,  as  it  were,  into  credit : 
how  much  it  is  in  their  power  eafily  to  render  piety  a 
thing  in  fafhion  and  requeft.  For  in  what  they  do,  they 
never  are  alone,  or  are  ill  attended ;  whither  they  go,  they 
carry  the  world  along  with  them :  they  lead  crowds  of 
people  after  them,  as  well  when  they  go  in  the  right  way, 
as  when  they  run  aftray.  llie  cuftom  of  living  well,  no 
lefs  than  other  modes  and  garbs,  will  be  foon  conveyed 
and  propagated  from  the  court ;  the  city  and  country  will 
readily  draw  good  manners  thence,  (good  manners  truly 
fo  called,  not  only  fuperficial  forms  of  civility,  but  real 

VOL.  I.  G 
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SERM.  praftices  of  goodnefs.)  For  the  main  body  of  men  goeth 
IV.  not  qua  eunduntjfed  quaitur^not  according  to  roles  BxA 
reafons,  but  after  examples  and  authorities  ;  efpecially  of 
great  perfons^  who  are  like  (lars^  fhinuig  in  high  and  con- 
fpicuoiis  places^  by  which  men  fteer  their  courfe  r  their 
actions  are  to  be  reckoned  not  as  (ingle  or  folilary  ones^ 
but  are,  like  their  perfons,  of  a  public  and  reprefentative 
nature,  involving  the  pra£lice  of  others,  who  are  by  them 
awed,  or  (hamed  into  compliance.  Their  good  example 
elpecially  hath  this  advantage,  that  men  can  find  no  ex- 
c.ufe,  can  have  np  pretence  why  they  (hould  not  follow  it. 
Piety  is  not  only  beautified,  but  fortified  by  their  dignity; 
it  not  only  fhines  in  them  with  a  clearer  luftre,  but  with  a 
mightier  force  and  influence  :a  word,  a  look  (the  leaft  in- 
timation) from  them  will  do  more  good,  than  others'  beft 
eloquence,  cleared  reafon,  mod  earned  endeavours.  For 
it  is  in  them,  if  they  would  apply  themfelves  ^o  it,  as  the 

ProY.xx.  8.  wifed  prince  implies,  to  Jcatier  iniquity  with  th^r  eyes. 
A  fmiie  of  theirs  were  able  to  enliven  virtue,  and  dtflfiife 
it  all  about  3  a  frown  might  fufiice  to  mortify  and  di£Spate 
wickednefs.  Such  apparently  is  their  power  of  honouring 
God ;  and  in  proportion  thereto  furely  great  is  their  obli- 
gation to  do  it :  of  them  peculiarly  God  expeds  it,  aitid 
all  equity  exafts  it.  What  the  meaner  rank  of  fervants 
(who  are  employed  in  bafer  drudgeries,  whofe  fare  is  more 
coarfe,  whofe  wages  are  more  fcant,  who  dand  at  greater 
didance  from  their  lord,  and  receive  no  fuch  ample  or  cx- 
prefs  marks  of  his  favour,  what  thefe)  do  is  of  fome  con- 
fequence  indeed,  but  doth  not  import  fo  much  to  the 
mader*s  reputation ;  their  good  word  concerning  him, 
their  good  carriage  toward  him  doth  not  credit  him  fo 
much.  But  thofe  whom  he  employs  in  matters  of  highed 
trufl;  and  importance  to  his  affairs,  whom  he  places  in  the 
neared  degree  to  himfelf,  (feats  even  in  his  own. throne, 
upon  his  ovi^n  tribunal,)  whom  he  feeds  plentifully '  and 
'  daintily,  maintains  in  a  handfome  garb,  allows  lafgelyj  as 
their  deportment  doth  much  refleft  on  their  lord's  es- 
teem, as  they  are  highly -capable  of  advancing  his  repute ; 
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lb  all  the  rules  of  ingenuity  and  gratitude,  all  the  laws  of  SBRM. 
jnfUce  and  equity  do  oblige  them  earneftly  to  endeavour     IY> 
it.    And  it  is  indeed  no  lefs  their  concernment  to  do  fo. 
For  if  there  be  diforders,  prejudicial  to  the  mafter's  ho- 
nour and  intereft,  frequently  committed  in  the  family^  it  is 
thofe  fervants  muft  be  refponfible  :  if  due  order  be  there 
kept  to  his  glory  and  advantage,  they  (hall  chiefly  be  com- 
mended, and  peculiarly  hear  the  Euge^  honeferve.    They  Matt.  zxr. 
muft  be  loaded  with  other  men's  faults,  or  crowned  for  ^^* 
other  men's  virtues,  as  their  behaviour  hath  refpe£tively 
contributed  to  them.    Thofe  univerfal  rules  of  equity,  pro- 
pofed  in  the  Gofpel,  will,  in  Grod's  reckoning  with  add 
requiting  men,  be  pun£hially  obferved :  to  wkbmfoever  Lufce  xii.^ 
much  is  given,  ofhimmuchjhall  le  required;  anfwerable 
to  the  improvement  of  what  is  delivered  in  truft  fhall  the 
acceptance  be. 

I  have  inflfted  foinewhat  more  largely  on  this  point,  bci- 
cftufe  otcr  te^'hath  a  particular  affjeffc  diereon ;  the  words 
being  uttered  upon  occation  of  Eli,  then  judge  in  Ifrael,- 
his  hot  ufihg  authority  to  thefef  purpofes ;  his  forbearing 
to  redrefs  a  grievous  abufe,  committed  by  his  own  fons, 
to  the  diflervioe  and  diflionbur  of  Cxod.  Whence  to  per^ 
ions' of  his  rank  is  this  law  efpecially  directed  f  upon  them 
18  this  duty  chiefly  incumbent ;  ofi  them  afluredly,  (as  fore 
as  God  iff  true,)  if  they  will  obferve  the  duty^  the  reward^ 
fhall  be  conferred.  God  will  certainly  not  only  preferve 
die  honour  they  have  already,  but  will  aceumulate  more 
honours  on  them. 

Thefe  are  general  truths ;  the  particular  application  of 
them  is  ours.  God,  I  pray^  vouchfafe  his  grace  and 
bleffing,  that  it  may  be  made  to  our  benefit  and  com- 
fort. 

III.  I  (hould  now  fliew  why  the  duty  is  required  of  us, 
or  how  reafonable  it  is.  I  muft  not  (and  the  matter  is  fo 
palpable  that  I  need  not)  fpend  many  words  on  that. 
God  furely  doth  not  exa£):  honour  from  us  becaufe  he 
needs  it,  becaufe  he  is  the  better  for  it,  becaufe  he,  for 
itfelf,  delights  thferein.  For  (befide  that  he  cannot  want 
tay  thing  without  himfelf,  that  hfe  cannot  any  wife  need" 

o  a 
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8ERM.  mortal  breath  to  praile  him  %  or  hands  of  fiefli  to  fyrwe 
tV-       hiin,  who  hath  millions  of  better  cieatures  than  we  4b- 

"""""""""  folatety  at  his  devodon^  and  can  with  a  word  ci^eaCe  mil- 
lions oJF  luillions  more,  fitter  than  we  to  honour  hi^}  the 
t>eft  eAimation  we  can  have  of  bim  is  much  below  him  | 
the  heft  expreffion  we  can  make  is  very  unworthy  of  him. 
He  is  infinitely  excellent,  beyond  what  we  Can  imagine  or 

K6h.  u.  9.  declare :  his  name  is  exalted  above  all  il^/ftng  and  praifi  ; 

Pf.  czHii.  ^^  gi^^  ^  above  the  earth  and  heaven.    So  tl^tt  alji  pi^r 

Ecclus.  endeavours  to  honour  him  are,  in  comparifbn  to  wh/^t  ja 
due,  but  defefks,  and  in  a  manner  difparageineatB  to  bi.i9. 
It  is  only  then  {which  (hould  afled  bur  ingenuity  to  con- 
fider)  his  pure  goodnefs  that  moves  him,  for  our  :h^nefit 
and  advantBge,  to  demand  it  of  us. 

1.  For  that  to  honour  God  is  the  moft  proper  Avoirk  of 
reafon ;  that  for  which  primarily  we  were  defigned  and 
framed ;  (for  as  other  things  were  made  to  afford  the 
^nratter  and  occafion,  fo  man  was  defigned  to  exercife  the 

Seii.Ep.76.a£k  of  glorifying  God  :)  whence  the  performance  thereof 
doth  preferve  and  perfe£t  our  nature  \  to  negle&  it  being 
unnatural  and  mondrous. 

2.  For  that  alfo  it  is  a  mod  pleafant  duty.  He  is  not  a 
man,  (hath  loft  all  natural  ingenuity  and  humanity ,)  who 
doth  not  delight  to  make  fome  returns  thither,  where  he 
hath  found  much  good  will,  whence  he  hath  felt  gi:eat 
kindnefs.  Since  then  all  the  good  we  have,  we  have.ce- 
ceived  from  God's  favour,  it  cannot  but  be  very  pleafiipt 
to  render  fomewhat  of  requital,  as  it  were,  unto  him ;  and 
we  can  render  no  other  but  this.  We  cannot  make  tOod 
more  rich,  more  joyful,  more  happy  than  he  is  :  all  that 
we  can  do  is,  to  exprefs  our  reverence  toward  bim. 

3.  For  that  likewife  our  honouring  God  difpofes  vBto 
the  imitation  of  him,  (for  what  we  do  reverence  wCtWould 
refemble,)  that  is,  to  the  doing  thofe  things  wherein  our 
chief  perfection  and  bappinefe  confifts,  whence  our  befi 
content  and  joy  doth  fpring. 

•>  *K»fi^r*f  yA^  muti  n  ^im  tuit  MvcidtJif  wtfa^  ihiug  Iri^u  w^tarlurfW  W  H 
mifihrts  mn-it  kmfi9^irt^u  yiftilm.     Chryjojt,  in  B/aL  cjMy.    el  Tfide  in  Pfii, 
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4*  la  fitey  for  that  the  praAtce  of  this  duty  is  tbo^  pro-  SERM. 
fiuble  and  beneficial  to  us  5  unto  it  by  an  eternal  liite  of  ^^' 
jufiice  our  final  welfare  and  prOfperity  being  annexed: 
whence  God  bath  declared  it  to  be  the  way  and  con- 
ditioa  of  our  attiuning  that  thing  which  we  fo  like  and 
prite^  honour  to  oarfelvea ;  Uie  which  by  promife  he  hath 
engaged  bioifelf  to  confer  on  thofe  who  honour  hitik 
And, 

IV.  This  promife  he  makes  good  feveral  ways :  fome  of 
&efll  I  fliaJl  briefly  fuggeft. 

I.  The  honouring  God  is  of  itfelf  an  honourable  things 
the  employment  which  ennobles  heaven  itfelf,  whereili 
the  lugbeft  angels  do  rejoice  lind  glory.  It  it  the  great* 
eft  hondur  of  d  fervant  to  bring  credit  to  his  liiafler^  of  a 
fubje&  to  fpread  his  pritiOe's  renown,  and  (upon  grounds 
vaftly  more  obliging)  of  a  creature  to  glorify  his  Maker: 
that  we  may  do  fo  is  an  honour  we  ifaould  be  ^lad,  may 
be  proud  of. 

a.  By  honouring  Grod  we  are  immediately  inftatfed  in 
great  honour ;  we  ^nter  iiito  moft  noble  relations,  acqmre 
moft  illuftrious  titles,  ehjoy  mdft  glorious  privileges ;  we 
become  the  friends  and  favourites  of  heaven,  are  adopted 
into  God's  family,  and  are  ftyled  his  children ;  do  obtain 
A  free  aecefs  udto  him,  a  fure  prote6tion  under  him,  a 
ready  aflliftance  from  him  in  all  our  needs.  And  what 
honour  can  exceed,  can  equal  this  ? 

3.  God  hath  fo  ordered  it,  that  honour  is  naturally 
confequent  upon  the  honouring  him.  God  hath  made 
IpoodaeA  a  noble  and  a  ftdtely  thing ;  hath  imprefled  upoti 
It  that  beauty  and  majefty  which  commands  an  univerfal 
love  and  veiieration,  which  ftrikes  prefently  both  a  kindly 
and  an  awful  refpe£t  into  the  minds  of  all  men.  TA^Prov.zH." 
righteous  is  (not  only  in  himfelf,  but  in  common  efteem)  *^- 
more  excellent  than  his  neighbour*,  Power  may  be  dreaded, 
riches  may  be  courted,  wit  and  knowledge  may  be  ad« 
inired;  but  only  goodnefs  is  truly  efleemed  and  ho- 
noured^.   Not  only  men  of  goodnefs  and  difcretion,  but 

*  T/nw  t»5  vXftrM*  TtftituTi^ts  l»  rw  ^mpnftu  ;t^0ri^f ,  &c.  Nam*  Ormt,  dt 
fsMp. 
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SERM.  even  the  vulgar  fort  of  men  (yea,  as  Plato  hath  well  ob^ 
IV»      ferved,  the  worft  men)  do  psifs  this  judgment^  do  prefer 
true  goodnels  above  all  things  ^. 

4.  God,  by  his  extraordinary  providence,  as  there  is 
rcafon  and  occafion,  doth  interpqfe,  fo  as  to  procure  ho- 
nour %o  them,  to  maintain  and  further  their  reputation, 
^Pf.nuuii.  who  honour  him.    God  fii/hionelh  the  hearts  ofnwuT  the 
iiav  xxi.i.*^^''^^  ^^  ^^^  greateft  men  are  in  his  hand;  he  tnmeth 
them  as  the  rivers  of  waters,  whitherfoever  he  will  t  he 
confequently  raifeth  or  deprefleth  lis,  as  he  plea&s,  i#the 
.Prov.xvi. 7. judgments  and  affefUons  of  men.     fVhen  a  man's  ways 
pleafe  the  Lord,  he  maketh  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace 
with -him,  laith  the  Wife  Man ;  that  is,  he^  difpofeth  the 
mod  averfe  minds  to  love  and  honour  him.    No  envy 
Cfijx  fupplant,  no  ll^der  can  defieuse  the  credit  of  fuch  a 
peribn  ;  fince  God  hath  taken  it  into  his  charge  and  care, 
Pf.  xxxvii.  fince, be  bath  faidit,  that^  will  bring  forth  his  righiemf* 
Pf.  XXX.  7.  ^A  ^  if^  light,, and,  his  judgment  as  the  noon  day.    God 
xc,  17.      Alfo  by  fecret  methods^tandundilcerhible  tmins,  ofdereth 
all  events,  mana^ng  our  thoughts  and  defigns,  our  enter* 
•prif<^s  ^d  adions  fo,  that  the  refult  of  them  fliall  be  mat- 
ter of  benefit,  comfort,  and  reputation,  or  of  dilailer,  regret, 
and  diigrace,  as  he  thinks  good.    Vi&ory  and  fuccefsr  ho 
abfolutely  difpofeth  of,  and  confequently  of  the  honour 
that  follows  them;. and  they  do  ufually  attend  the  ho- 
Ff.  cxi.  10.  nours  of  God :  for,  as  it  is  in  the  Pfalm,  a  good  Jnccefs 
Prov.  III.  ^•ji^^  fjigy  jjufiQ  jf^gp  fii^  commandments.  ■  Many  are  the.  in- 
fiances  of  perfons,  (fuch  as  Abraham,  JofephjMofes, 
David,  Job,  and  Daniel,)  who,  for  their  fignal  honouring 
of  God,  from  a  bafe  and  obfcure,  or  from  an  afili£ted  and 
forlorn  condition,  have,  in  ways  ftrange  and  wonderful^ 
been  advanced  to  eminent  dignity^  h^ve  been  rendered 

If  gloria  maxime  excellit,  qui  virtute  plurimum  pneftat.     Cic, 

KttT  &X3n^*M9  i  ityct^h  f^iv^t  rtftnris.  Arift.  £M.  iv.  3. 

Adeo  gratiola  virtufi  eft,  ut  iniitttm  iit  etiam  nialis  probare  meliora.  Sem» 
de  Benef.\y,.X34 

c  0|7;y  4-1  ««)  tvT^X*^  Ift  »«^  'TMt  Munltf  £ft  Teifi9rdX>.M  rSif  v^oi^m.  xecxSp  tZ 
r44f  Xoyu$  xeu  reus  %i\wt  Zitu^SvTm  rug  afi$ivu$  rif  h^^vcvt,  neu  rov%  X**C*f» 
Plat*  d4  Repub.  xu. 
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moft  illu^ouSf:  by  the  providence  of  him,  who  raijeth  SERBl 
■  the  poor  out  of  the  diffi, .  and  lifteth  the  beggar  out  of  the      ^V* 
dunghill  J  tofet  them  among  princes,  and  to  make  them  inhe*  Pf  cvii.  «. 
lit  the  throne  of  glory.     He  doth  it  in  an  evident  manner,  *       *  "*  ^' 
and  eminent  degree,  to  fome ;  be  doth  it  in  a  convenient 
way,  and  competent  meafure,  to  all  that  honour  him. . 

5.  Whereas  men  are  naturally  inclined  to  bear,  much  Cic.  Tufc. 
regard  to  the  judgment  of  pofterity  concerning  them,  are  ^* 
d^rpus  to  leave  a  good  name  behind  them,  and  to  have 
their  memory  retained  in  efteem  :  God  fo  difpofes  things, 
that  the  memory  ofthejtiftjhall  he  llejjed;  that  his  righ-  Prov.  x.  7. 
teoufnefs  Jhall  he  had  in  everlajiing  remembrance  ;  that  Ai?  p^y*xiif/ 
light  Jhall  rejoice,  (or  burn  clearly  and  pleafantly,  even  9. 
when  bis  life  is  put  out  here.)  ^  No  fpices  can  fo  em- 
balm a  man,  no  monument  can  fo  preferve  his  name  and 
memory,  as  a  pious  converfation,  whereby  God  hath  been 
honoured,  and  men  benefited.  The  fame  of  fuch  a  perfon 
is,  in  the  bed  judgments,  far  more  precious  and  truly  glo* 
rious,  than  is  the  fame  of  thofe  who  have  excelled  in  any 
other  deeds  or  qualities.  For  what  fober  man  doth  not 
in  his  thoughts  afford  a  more  high  and  hearty  refpe^  to 
thofe  poor  fifhermen,  who  by  their  heroical  a£tivity  and 
patience  did  honour  God  in  the  propagation  of  his  hea- 
venly truth,  than  to  all  thofe  Hefitors  .in  chivalry,  thofe 
conquerors  and  achievers  of  mighty  exploits,  (thofe  Alex- 
anders and  Caefars,)  who  have  been  renowned  for  doing 
things  which  feemed  great,  rather  than  for  performing 
what  was  truly  good  ?  To  the  honour  of  thofe  excellent 
poor  men,  conQ)icuous  monuments  have  been  ere&ed 
e\'ery  where ;  anniverfary  memorials  of  their  names  and 
virtues  are  celebrated ;  they  are  never  mentioned  or 
thought  of  without  refpeS  ;  their  commendations  are  in- 
terwoven with  the  praifes  of  their  great  Lord  and  Maker, 
whom  they  honoured  ^. 

^  *AHiyxn,  it  Utxs,  ftikuf  iifiuv  *mt  rw  tvurtt  XV**'  t^iiin  ««<  ruy^^^y^* 
mmra  TJf»  purify  »*  /mv  «v3f«4r0^«;}tr«rM,  ouiU  ^^evri^tfjig  «vr«*  «  V  Wmx%faT«tf 
«£r  ie»tw9r%t  ?Tv§  &f  tis  ro9  t'rura  x^f»y  tv  axtuuftf.  Plat.  Epift,  ii. 

rf  §i»Uftivf  THWm,  &c.     Ckrjf.  in  z  Cor,  Or.  37* 

04 


88  The  Reward  of  honouring  Cfod. 

SEBM.      5.  La%,  to  thofe  Who  honour  God  here,  tSUA  Kaih 
*^'     referved  an  honour  infinitely  great  and  excellent,  m  cotti-i 
parifon  whereto  all  honours  here  are  but  drains,  ttiH 
loudeft  aoclamations  of  uiortal  men  are  btit  empty  fouAdi, 
the  brighteft  glories  of  this  world  are  but  fluflcifh  ah'd 
fleeting  (hadows ;  an  honour  moflt  fblid,  mod  durable ;  an 
3  Cor.  iv.    eternal  weight  of  glory.    They  (hall,  in  the  face  of  all  the 
^^*  world,  be  approved  by  the  moll  righteous  Judge's  un- 

queftionable  fentence ;  they  (hall  be  efteemed  in  the  uhsLni- 
mous  opinion  of  angels  and  faints ;  they  (hall  be  applauded 
by  the  general  voice  and  atteftation  of  heaven ;  they  (hall 
then  be  feated  upon  unmoveable  thrones,  their  heads  en- 
circled with  unfading  crowns,  their  faces  (hining  with  rays 
of  unconceivable  glory  and  majefiy.  The  lefs  of  honour 
they  have  received  here,  in  this  tranfitory  moment  of  life^ 
the  more  thereof  they  (hall  enjoy  in  that  future  etetnal 
(late ;  where,  with  him  who,  through  the  whole  co'urfe  (if 
johnviU.  his  Hie^  fought  not  his  own  honour y  but  the  honour  of  him 
Hcb*  u.  9.  l^^lf^l  A'^  S  who,ybr  thejufferihg  of  deaths  was  crdwnei 
xii.  2.  with  glory  and  honour  ;  who,ybr  the  joy  thai  wasfet  before 
him,  endured  the  crofs,  dejpifing  thejhamey  and  isfet  at  the 
right  hand  of  God  ;  with  thofe  who  confecrated  all  their 
endeavours,  and  who  facrificed  tneir  lives  to  the  promoting 
of  God's  honour,  they  (hall  poflefs  everlafiing  glory. 
Which,  together  with  them,  God  Almighty  of  his  itifiiiite 
mercy  grant  unto  us  all,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  ; 
to  whom,  with  God  the  Father,  and  ,God  the  Holy  Ghbft, 
be  for  ever  all  honour  aiid  praife.    Amen. 


SERMON   V. 


UPRIGHT  WALKING  SURE  WALKING. 


Prov.  X.  9. 


He  that  walketh  uprightly ^  ivalkethJUrely. 

X  Hk  world  is  much  addi£ted  to  the  politics ;  the  hea(J8  SERM- 
off  men  are  very  bufy  in  contrivance,  and  thdir  mouths       ^* 
kn  full  of  talk  about  the  ways  of  confulting  our  iaiety> 
and  lecurinj^  our  interefts.     May  we  not  therefore  pre- 
Ibme^  that  an  infallible  maxim  of  policy,  propofing  the 
Aiod  expedite  and  certain  method  of  feciirity  iu  all  ovu* 
tianfiidions,  will  be  entertained  with  acceptance  ?  Such  1  Kingt  ui. 
Aiione  the  greateft  politician  and  wifeft  man  for  biiiinefd 
(if  we  may  take  God's  own  word  for  it)  that  ever  was  or 
will  be,  dotfa  here  fugged  to  us.  For  the  praAice  cbuched 
in  our  text  he  otherwhere  voucheth  for  a  point  of  policy, 
telling  us,  that,  A  man  ofunder/ianding  walketh  uprightly :  Prov.  xr. 
and  here  he  recommendeth  it  as  a  method  of  fecurity,  He^^' 
that  walketh  uprightly,  walketh  furely. 

Treating  upon  which  aphorifm,  I  (hall,  by  God's  help, 
endeavour,  firft,  in  way  of  explication,  briefly  to  defcribe 
Hie  praAice  itfelf ;  then,  in  way  of  proof,  by  fome  con- 
siderations to  declare,  that  fecurity  doth  attend  it. 

For  explication.  To  walk  (as  well  in  the  ftyle  of  holy 
Scripture,  as  in  other  writings,  and  even  in  common 
ipeech)  doth  fignify  our  uiual  courfe  of  dealing,  or  the 
conftant  teiior  of  our  pradice. 


90  Upright  walking  Jure  walking^. 

SEKM.  ,  Uprightly^  according  to  the  original^  might  be.  rea-^ 

^'       dered,  inpeffe&ion,  or  with  integrity  :  and  by  the  Greek 

Bin3      tranflators  in  feveral  places  is  fuppofed  chiefly  to  denote 

fincerity  and  purity  of  intention. 
He  that  In  efffea,  the  phrafe,  He  that  walketh  upr^tly,  doth 

his  uprisht- import,  one  who  is  confiantly  difpofed-  in  his  defigns  and 
*h^/*M^  dealings  to  bear  a  principal  regard  to  the  rules  of  his  duty, 
.Piov.xivia.and  the  di£kates  of  his  confcience;  who  in  every  cde 
emergent  is  ready  to  perform  that,  which  upon  good  de- 
liberation doth  appear  mod  juft  and  fit,  in  conformity  to 
God's  law  and  found  reafon,  without' being  fwayed  by 
any  appetite,  any  pafiion,  any  finifter  refpe£t  to  his  own 
private  intereft  of  profit,  credit,  or  pleafure,  to  the  com- 
miflion  of  any  unlawful,  irregular,  unworthy,  orbafe  act; 
who  generally  doth  sl&l  out  of  good  principles ;  (namely, 
severence  to  God,  charity  to  men,  fober  regard  to  his- 
own  true  welfare ;)  who  doth  aim  at  good  ends,  that  is, 
at  God's  honour,  public  benefit,  his  own  falvation,  oth^ 
good  things  fubordinatc  to  thofe,  or  well  confiflent  with 
them ;  who  doth  profecute  his  defigns  by  lawful  means, . 
in  fair  ways,  fuch  as  honeft  providence;  and  induflry,  ve- 
racity and  fidelity,  dependence  upon,  God's^  help,  and 
prayer  for  his  bleffing :  in  fliort,  one  who  never  advifedly 
doth  undertake  any  bad  thing,  nor  any  good  thing  to  iu 
purpofes  3  nor  doth  ufe  any  foul  means  to  compafs  his 
intents. 

For  proof.  That  fuch  an  one  doth  ever  proceed  with 
much  fecurity,  from  the  following  confiderations  may  ap- 
pear. 

I.  An  upright  walker  is  fecure  of  eafily  finding  his 
way.  For  it  commonly  requireth  no  reach  of  wit  or 
depth  of  judgment,  no  laborious  diligence  of  inquiry,  no 
curious  intentnefs  of  obfervation,  no  folicitous  care,  or 
plodding  ftudy,  to  difcern  in  any  cafe  what  is  juft;  we 
need  not  much  trouble  our  heads  about  it,  for  we  can 
hardly  be  to  feek  for  it.  If  we  will  but  open  our  eyes,  it 
lieth  in  view  before  us,  being  the  plain,  firaight,  obvious 
road,  which  common  reafon  prompteth,  or  which  ordinary* 
inflrudiion  pointeth  out  to  us :  fo  that  ufually  that  di- 
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feftiotf' of  Solomon  is  fufficient^  List  thine  eyes  look  right  SERM. 
en,  and  let  thine  eye-lids  look  Jiraight  before  thee. — Turn      ^' 
not  to  the  right  handy  nor  to  the  left.  Prov.  iv.  95. 

The  ways  of  iniquity  and  vanity,  (if  we  may  call  them^?;*^*'*** 
ways^  which  indeed  are  but  exorbitances  and  feduftions 
from  the  way,)  ill  defigns  and  bad  means  of  executing 
defigns,  are  very  unintelligible,  very  obfcure,  abilrufe, 
and  intricate;  being  infinitely  various,  and  utterly  un- 
certain :  fo  that  out  of  them  to  pick  and  fix  on  this  or 
that  may  puzsle  our  heads,  and  perplex  our  hearts ;  as  to 
pnrfoe  any  of  them  may  involve  us  in  great  difficulty  and 
trouble.    But  the  ways  of  truth,  of  right,  of  virtue,  are 
fo  very  fimple  and  uniform,  fo  fixed  and  permanent,  fo 
clear  and  notorious,  that  we  can  hardly  mifs  them,  or 
(except  wilfully)  fwerve  from  them.     For  they  by  divine 
wifdbm  were  chalked  out,  not  only  for  ingenious  and 
fabtile  perfons,  (men  of  great  parts,  of  refined  wits,  of  long 
experience,)  but  rather  for  the  vulgar  community  of  men, 
the  great  body  of  Cjod*s  fubjeds,  confiding  in  perfons  of 
Bieaneft  capacity,  and  fmalleft  improvement:  being  de- 
fignedto  make  wife  tlie  Jimpley  to  give  the  young  ma»Pfal.ziz.7. 
knowledge  and  difcreiion :  to  direfil  all  forts  of  people  in  p^ov^^^^?*3^ 
their  duty,  toward  their  happinefs ;  according  to  that  in  i-  4. 
the  Prophet,  A  high  way  Jhall  be  there,  and  itjhall  ^^ifj^^**/* 
caUedy  The  way  tf  holinefs — the  way-faring  men,  though  s. 
fQolsy  Jhall  not  err  therein.  2^Lmc  " 

They  are  in  very  legible  characters  graven  by  the  finger  Rom.  ii.  15. 
ef  God  upon  our  hearts  and  confciences,  fo  that  by  any  ^i.  "** 
confiderate  refle^on  inwards  we  may  eafily  read  them  :  i^«  xxzrii. 
or  they  are  extant  in  God's  word,  there  written  as  with  a 
fim-beam,  fo  perfpicuoufly.  expreiled,  fo  frequently  in« 
colcated,  that  without  grofs  negligence  or  Arange  dulnefs 
we  cannot  but  defcry  them.     For  who  with  half  an  eye 
may  not  fee,  that  the  pra&ice  of  pious  love  and  reverence 
toward  Grod,  of  entire  juftice  and  charity  toward  our 
neighbour^.of  fober  temperance  and  purity  toward  our- 
fdvea,  18  approved  by  reafon,  is  prefcribed  by  God  to  us  ? 

Hence  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  as  bad  ways  are  called  Prov.  iv.  19. 
4^rkj  crooked,  rough,  flippery  ways^  fo  the  good  waysy^/^jtjj*'^ 
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SERM.  are  faid  to  be  *  clear,  plain,  dire^,  even  wayt :  ^  The  path 
V.  ofthejuft,  (ay  they,  is  as  a  Jhining  light.  All  the  words 
P(ki  ixxxii  ^f^y  ^ow^A  ^^^  plain  to  him  that  ander/kindeth,  (6T,'thai 
5.CXXT.  5.  Confidereth  tbem.)  My  foot  ^/ktnieth  in  an  even  place. 
Slu-ts.  The  law  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart:  dnd  none  of  his  Jtep$ 
Jcr.xxiii.  Jhalljlide. 

•  Heb.  xii.  Hence  it  is  affirmed,  that  an  upright'  man  doth  hardljr 
^-  need  any  condnft  befide  his  own  honefty.     For,  «  The  in^^ 

Luke  iii.  3.  tegtity,  faith  Solomon^  bf  the  upright  Jhall  guide  them  ; 
^J^-*j;j^;and,  The  righteoufnefs  of  the  perfea  Jhall  direSi  his  wap. 
xxviii.  14. '  But  in  cafeiuch  an  otte  (hould  ever  be  at  a  (land  or  at  a 
is^'vUiT  ^^^^9 '"  doubt  of  his  courfe,  he  hath  always  at  hand  a  moft 
9.  xiv.  6.  fure  guide  to  conduft  or  direft  him.  It  is  but  aflcing  thd 
itrnZ^s  I^  ^*y  of  ^'^^h  or  faying,  with  the  Pfalmift,  <*  Shew  me  thy 
««,  Lxx.  u/aySf  O  Lord,  teach  me  thy  paths ;  Teach  me  to  do  thy 
13.  xxxvii.  wiUy  and,  Lead  me  in  the  way  everlqfting ;  0  let  me  not 
xlliT,^'  ^' bonder frorn  thy  commandments :  and  then ^his  ears,  as  the 
xviii.  36.  Prophet  faith,  ^/hall  hear  a  word  behind  him,  faying,  Thii 
o/sT'  ***  **  '*^  «^^>  tbaik  ye  in  it ;  theti  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift 
-W."xxT.4.fl,all  be  verified,  JVhat  inaH  is  he  that  fedteth  the  Lordf 
xvil  5.*  Hifk  Jhall  he  teach  in  the  way  that  he  Jhall  choojk.  T%e 
Sixix  ^2  f»«f*  will  he  guide  injudgfnent,  and  the  rtteek  he  will  teach 
o^x.  10.    his  way, 

a;.  33. 35.  Hence  is  the  upright  man  happily  feciired  firOtti  tiring 
« If.  XXX.  pains  in  the  fearch,  from  racking  anxieties  in  the  choioe, 
Pf.ixr.  9.  ^om  grating  fcruples  and  galling  regrets  in  the  purfuit  of 
i3f.  his  way. 

II.  The  upright  walker  doth  tread  upon  firm  ground. 
(ftoy.  xii.  fj^  ^^^^j,  jjyjj^  j^jg  praaice,  not  upon  the  perildus  bogs, 
the  treacherous  quagmires^  the  devouring  quickfand^  of 
uncouth,  bold,  impious  paradoxes,  (fuch  as  have  bteh 
vented  by  Epicurus,  by  Machiavel,  by  others  more  lately, 
whofe  in&mous  names  are  too  well  known,  as  the  efle&s 
of  their  pefiilent  notions  are  too  much  felt ;)  but  upon 
folid,  fafe,  approved,  and  well-tried  principles  ;  viz.  thelb, 
and  the  like  coherent  With  them  :  That  therd  is  an  eternal 
God,  incomprehenfibly  powerful,  wife,  juft,  and  good; 
who  is  always  prefent  with  us,  and  ever  intent  upon  us ; 
viewing  not  only  all  our  external  dfilions,  (open  und  ft- 


cret,)  hurt  our  inmAft  cogitfttions,  defires^  and  intendooB^  SERM. 
bjr  the 'which  our  a&foos  chie&y  aie  to  beiefiimated :  that  V- 
he,  as  governor  of  the  world,  and  judge  of  men,  doth 
^eoncern  hin^elf  in  all  human  affiurs,  difpoiing  and  ma- 
aaging  all  events  according  to  his  righteous  pleafure ; 
CTaftJng  punctual  phedienoe  to  his  laws,  and  difpenfing 
teoompenfes  aniwerable  thereto;  with  impartial  jufiice 
lewmrding  each  man  according  to  the  purpofes  of  his 
heart  and  the  prances  of  his  life :  that  ail  our  good  and 
haf^inefs  doth  abfolutely  depend  on  God's  favour;  fo 
that  to  pleafe  h^n  can  only  be  true  wifdom^  and  to  oflfend 
Urn  the  greateft  folly :  that  virtue  is  incomparably  the 
•beft  endowment  whereof  .we  are  capable,  and  fin  the  worft 
mildiief  to  which  we  are  liable :  that  no  worldly  good  or 
evil  is  confiderable  inxomparifon  with  goods  or  evils  ^- 
ritual :  that  nothing  can  be  really  profitable  or  advan- 
tageous to  -us,  which  doth  not  confift  with  our  duty  to 
God,  doth  not  fomewife  conduce  to  our  fpiritual  intereft 
and  eternal  wel&re :  yea,  that  every  thing  not  ferviceable 
.10  thofe  purpofes  is  either  a  frivolous  trifle,  or  a  dangerous 
fiiare,  or  a  notable  damage,  or  a  woful  bane  to  us :  that 
content  of  mind,  fpringing  from  innocence  of  life,  irom 
the  fiiithful  difcharge  of  our  duty,  from  fatisfa£Hon  of 
ccH(i(cience,  from  a  good  hope  in  regard  to  God  and  our 
fotore  Aate,  is  in  our  edeem  and  choice  much  to  be  pre- 
ierred  before  all  the  delights  which  any  temporal  pofleffion 
or  fruition  can  afford ;  and,  that  a  bad  mind  is  the  foreft 
adverfity  which  can  befall  us.  Such  are  the  grounds  of 
upright  pradice,  more  firm  than  any  rock,  more  unihake* 
able  than  the  foundations  of  heaven  and  earth ;  the  whioh 
are  afTured  by  the  facred  Oracles,  and  attefled  by  many 
remarkable  providences ;  have  ever  been  avowed  by  the 
wifer  fort,  and  admitted  by  the  general  confent  of  men, 
as  for  their  truth,  moft  agreeable  to  reafon,  and  for  their 
nfefulnefs^  approved  by  conftant  experience  ;  the  belief  of 
•them  having  apparently  moft  wholefome  influence  upon 
all  the  concerns  of  life,  both  public  and  private ;  indeed, 
being  abfolutely  needful  for  upholding  government,  and 
preferving  human  fociety ;  no  obligation,  no  faith  or  con« 
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SERM.  fidence  between  men,  no  friendfhip  or  peace  beuig  abfe  to 
V«       fubfift  without  it.    Whence  the  praaice  built  on  fnch 
foundations  muft  be  very  iecure.    And  if  God  (hall  not 
ceafe  to  be,  if  he  will  not  let  go  the  reins^  if  his  word 
cannot  deceive,  if  the  wifeil  men  are  not  in&tuated^  if  the 
common  fenfe  of  mankind  do  not  prove  extravagant^  if 
the  main  props  of  life  and  pillars  of  fociety  do  not  flail ; 
he  that  walketh  uprightly,  doth  proceed  on  fure  grounds. 
IIL  The  upright  perfon  doth  walk  fleadily,  maintain- 
ing his  principal  refolutions,  and  holding  his  main  courfe> 
through  all  oceafions,  without,  flinching  or  waverings  or 
defultory  inconiiftence  and  fickleoefs ;  his  integrity  beii^ 
An  excellent  ballad,  holding  him  tight  and  well  poifed  in 
•  his  deportment ;  fo  that  waves  of  temptation  daihing  on 
'  him  do  not  make  him  roll  in  uncertainty,  or  topple  over 
into  unworthy  praAices. 

Luft,  paflion,  humour,  intereft,  are  things  very  mutable, 

as  depending  upon  temper  of  body,  cafualties  of  time, 

the  winds  and  tides  of  this  vertiginous  world :  whence  be 

:fam.  i.  8.    that  is  guided  or  moved  by  them  muft  needs  bb  mamj/ 

Vt^'cvM  <i7.fninded  and  unliable  in  all  his  ways;  will  reel  taandjro 

.  like  a  drunken  man,  and  be  at  his  wifs  end  ;  never  enjoying 

any  fettled  reft  of  mind,  or  obferving  a  {moo&'  tenor  of 

a£lion.    But  a  good  confcience  is  very  ftable,  and  per- 

fifteth  unvaried  through  all  circumftances  of  tiide,  iff  all 

viciOStudes  of  fortune^     For  it  fteereth  by  immoveable 

pole-ftars,  the  inviolable  rules  of  duty ;  it  aimeth  at  marks 

which  no  force  can  ftir  out  of  their  place ;  its  objeAs  of 

mind  and  adeiSbion  are  not  tranfitor)'' ;  its  hopes  and  con- 

iidences  are  fixed  on  the  rock  of  ages.    Whence  an  upright 

Tir^«9/a»y0f.  perfon  jn  all  cafe^,  and  all  conditions,  (profperous  or  ad- 

tcnaccm  ^   verfe,)  is  the  fame  man,  and  goeth  the  fame  way.     Con- 

propofiti  vi-  tingences  of  a&irs  do  not  unhinge  his  mind  from  its  good 

//™'    ^     purpofes,  or  divert  his  foot  from  the  right  courfe.     Let 

the  weather  be  fair  or  foul,  let  the  world  fmile  or  frown,, 

let  him  get  or  lofe  by  it,  let  him  be  favoured  or  crofled^ 

5iCor.vi.8,comi|?ended  or  reproached,  {ly  lionour  and  di/honaur,  hy 

[evil  report  and  good  report y)  be  will  do  what  his  duty  re- 

.qiiiretb:  the  external  ftate.  pf  things  muft  not  alter  tbo 
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moral  reafon  of  things  with  him.    This  is  that  which  the  SERlf. 
Pfalmift  obferveth  of  him  5  He  Jhall  not  he  afraid  of  evil      V' 
^wig"^, /or  Am  heart  Jkmdeth  fqfif  and  lelieveth  in  'A^pfai.cwi.7. 
Lord,    His  heart  is  Jiahlijhedy  and  will  notjhrinkm    And  s. 
this  the  Wife  Man  promifetb  to  him  ;  Commit  thy  works  33/*  *"* 
mto  the  Lords  and  ^hy  thoughts  Jhall  be  ejlalliftied.  Piov.zTua. 

Hence  a  man  is  fecured  from  diffidence  in  himfelf,  and 
diftra£tion  in  his  mind^  from  frequently  being  off  the 
hooks,  from  leading  an  unequal  life^  clafhing  with  itfelf, 
firOm  deluding  and  difappointing  thofe  with  whom  he 
oonverfeth  or  dealeth^  and  confequently  from  the  incon- 
veniences iffiiing  thence. 

IV.  The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  the  fureft  for  difpatcfa^ 
and  the  fliorteft  cut  toward  the  execution  or  attainment  of 
any  good  purpofe ;  fecuring  a  man  from  irkfome  ex- 
peftations  and  tedious  delays,  the  which,  as  the  Wife 
Man  faith,  do  make  the  heart fck.  Pioy.  xiU. 

It  in  Scripture  is  called  thejiraight  and  the  plain  way.  ^^*  ... 
And  as  in  geometry,  of  all  lines  or  furfaces  contained 
within  the  fame  bounds,  the  (bright  line  and  the  plain 
fmfEU^  are  the  fhorteft ;  fo  it  is  alfo  in  morality :  by  the 
right  line  of  juftice,  upon  the  plain  ground  of  virtue>  a 
man  fooneft  will  arrive  to  any  well-chofen  end. 

In  this  way  there  are  no  bewildering  intrigues  and 
mazes,  no  crooked  windii^  and  turnings,  no  occafions 
forcing  men  to  dance  hither  and  thither,  to  fkip  backward 
and  forward,  to  do  and  undo ;  which  courfes  do  protradl 
bufinefs,  and  commonly  do  hinder  from  ever  difpatching 
it.  .iBut  a  man  a£ting  juftly  and  fairly  doth  continually 
proceed  on  in  the  direft  open  road,  without  retreat,  ex- 
curfion,  or  defle£lion ;  not  turning  afide  (as  the  phrafe  isP10r.iT.37* 
in  holy  writ)  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left.  ^!^\!\T 

To  clamber  over  fences  of  duty,  to  break  through 
hedges  of  right,  to  trefpafs  upon  hallowed  enclofures, 
may  feem  the  mofl:  (hort  and  compendious  ways  of  get- 
ting thither  where  one  would  be :  but  doth  not  a  man 
venture  breaking  his  neck,  or  fcratching  his  face,  in- 
curring mifchief  and  trouble  thereby  ?  Is  he  not  liable  tp 
the  £eite  to  which  the  Preacher  doometh  him.  Hi?  thatdig-ZccXttx.n. 
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SEilM.  geth  a  pUJhallfaU  into  it :  and  whnfo  pf^aheth  a  Jfe^gf^a 
V*      ferpentjludl  bite  f^im  f  J^or  ipftance,  to  gi;9i^  rfc^^  fiSyu4> 
extortion,  corniption,  oppreffioQ,  oy^on^acijljang  and  j[yp- 
pjapting  m^y  feem  tl^e  re^dieA  ^r\d  n^oll  expedite  wj^ys  \ 
bi^t  in  truth  they  axe  t^e  &i]t^eft  ways  f  boj^t,  /or  |i;ath(f 
no  ways  #  all :  for  that  yvhich  Us  got  by  tbofe  meiin^  ^ 
A9i(  our  Qwn  $  nor  i^  jtfae  poflc^on  of  jit  trijily  w^th,  Jbut 
ufurpation,  o^  d|stentJo;i  of  fpoil  and  rapine),  wh^ch  ,we 
Pjugbt  \f>  diigorge.    fyfA  hQweyer  tp  tl^e  ^ttjng  it  there 
lire  often  mighty  difficulties  occ.ui;^,ii:^  from  Jfjf^^  i^^y^ 
(1'rov.xxiii.are  comn;iqnly  iprupuDrabJie  obflaclejs  inte^pofed  by  God| 
10, 11. J      ^j^Q  \\2i\}ci  exprefsly  condemned  andcurfe^  itbofe  ways, 
Prov.  xiii.   4cclariiig  that,  wealth  gotten  ly  vanity  (or  cozeneLjgt)  J^U 
xxvuf.'aaf  ^^  dijninijfied  ^  that  he  that  opprejfeth  to  incfefife  his  riches, 
20.  xxi.  6.  Jfiqlljiirely  cajrffi  to  tfjqnt ;  that  he,  ipho  (thus)  hqfteth  to  be 
^er.xvii.    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  evilfiye,  and  covfidereth  npt  thjit  poverty  Jfiall 
come  vpon  him  ;  that  as  thfi  partridge  fiteth  on  /sggs,  emfi 
hatcheth  them  not ;  Jo  he  that  getteth  riches  and  pot  by 
/right,  JfuiU  lei^Lve  thept  in  the  midft  of  his  day s^  and  qt  his 
.enijholl  bfi  a  foiiL    Ayhere^js  the  plain  way  of  hoi^eft 
hftroilefs  ipdv*ftry,  (johje^  with  a  pious  regard  to  Ijiip 
)vho  \^  the  difpeofer  of  all  good  things,)  how  flow  fqeyer 
it  may  feem^  ^s  tl^e  ipoft  Q^eedy,  becaufe  the  only  fafe 
way  to  tihrjlve ;  having,  beficje  all  fecondary  advanta^ges, 
Prov.  X.  4.  the  .lecvrity  ojl  thofe  oracles ;  The  hand  of  the  diiigeni 
xuu'ii!^*  ^//  maJte  rich:  He  thai  gatherethly  labour  Jhall  in- 
xxii.  4.       cre^aje :  By  hufnility  and  the  fear  of  tlie  Lord  are  riches, 
'  j^d  /iQApur,  and  life. 

y.  The  w^y  .of  upr^ghtnefs  is  in  itfelf  very  fafe,  free  ,of 

danger,  pending  to  no  mifchief ;  according  to  thofe  fayings 

Prov.xx¥Hi..of  .the  Wife  AJan  ;  There  Jhall  no  evil  happen  to  thejfjji: 

^?.!  ^^'^^^'In  the  way  of  righteovfnefs  is  life;  and  in  the  path  thereof 

29.  xii.  21.  there  is  no  deaJth. 

^®*  Jle  who  defigneth  only  that  which  is  juft  and  reafon- 

able,  who  innoqently  and  fairly  profecuteth  his  intent, 

can  run  no  great  hazard,  cannot  fall  into  any  extreme 

Pf.  xxxvii.  4ifH(le,r,  cannot  irrecoverably  fink  into  miferable  difap- 

^*'  pointip/ent. 

iHe  probably  yvjjll  not  receive  much  harm  from  men,  or 
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troidble  from  the  world  :  for,  as  he  meaneth  innocently,  SERM. 
as  he  dealeth  inofienfively,  (not  violently  aflkiling,  nor  Y- 
fraudulently  circumventing,  not  any  wife  injurioufly  or 
malicioufly  abufing  any  man,)  as  he  doth  yield  no  juft 
provocation  or  urgent  temptation  to  oppofe  him ;  fo  he  ia 
not  very  likely  to  meet  with  obftru£tions  or  crofles 
thwarting  his  defigns.  He  can  hardly  raife  up  adver- 
laries;  at  lead  fuch  as  will  prove  very  formidable,  or  very* 
fierce  and  implacable  toward  him. 

He  may  be  fure  that  few  wife  men,  and  no  good 
men,  will  trouble  him ;  but  that  fuch  rather  will  af- 
ford their  countenance  and  furtherance  to  his  under- 
takings. 

But  afluredly  he  (hall  have  the  favourable  protection  of 
Almighty  God,  who  throughly  knowing  his  heart,  and 
obTerving  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  intentions  and  proceed- 
ings, will  not  fuffer  him  to  incur  any  notable,  deftru£tive» 
remedilefs  calamity.    His  prayer,  didated  by  good  con- 
Icience,  Let  integrity  and  vpright7iefs  preferve  me,  will  cer-  Wkl-  «▼• 
tainly  be  heard ;  God  having  pafled  his  word  for  it  in  ^^y.  ziii. 
numberlefs  places  of  Scripture;  particularly  in  thofe  re-^»'.^0 
markable  words  of  Ifaiah  :  »  He  that  walketh  righteoufly^  xviii.  10. ' 
andjpeaketh  uprightly  ;  he  that  de/pifeth  the  gain  of  op-  "1^"  35** 
preffions,  that^aketh  his  hands  from  holding  of  hriheSy  that  Pfai.  xviii. 
Jloppeth  his  ears  from  hearing  of  blood,  andjhutteth  his  eyes  \^yuV 
from  feeing  evil;  hejhall  dwell  on  high  :  his  place  o/'de-"»v.4, 5. 
fence  Jhall  be  the  munitions  of  rocks  :  his  bread  Jhall  be  15.  * '    * 
given  him,  his  water  Jhall  be  fure.    That  is,  a  man  who  is*^^*-  "*'"• 
conftantly  upright  in  his  dealings,  (Iiall  by  the  divine  Pro^ 
vidence  be  in&llibly  and  impregnably  preferved  from  any 
grievous  mifchief,  from  any  fore  want,  from  any  extreme 
diftrefs. 

The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  ever  guarded  with  angels, 
ready  to  promote  the  afiairs  of  the  honeft  perfon^  or  at 
leaft  to  prote£t  him  from  evil.  He  may  hopefrilly  fay  to 
himielf,  as  Abraham  did  to  his  fervant.  The  Lord,  before  Gen.  zxir. 
whom  I  walk,  will  fend  his  angel  with  thee,  and  profper^^' 
thy  way :  or  he  confidently  may  apply  to  himfelf  that  of 
the  Pialmift,  He  Jhall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  P<al.  zci. 
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SEilM.  geth  a  pit  Jhall  fall  into  it :  and  whofo  If^keth  a  ^gf^f 
V'      ferpentjhall  bite  him  f  J^or  ipftance,  to  grj^fyr  nclf^hf^f 
extortion^  corruption,  oppreffipn,  ovQn;eac4^in^  and  ^fr 
pjapting  xn^y  feem  tl;ie  readiejft  ^i\d  n^oll  expedjle  vffijs ; 
bqt  in  truth  they  axe  t^e  &il|t^eft  way^  ^hoyft,  /or  f^tbfif 
no  ways  ^  ail :  for  that  which  is  got  by  tbofe  meiinf  is 
Sil9t  our  Qwn ;  nor  i^  jthe  po.fie^on  of  jit  truly  w^th^  Jbut 
ufurpation,  o^  d/stentip;)  of  fpoil  and  rajpine^  ^.^V^^  <^^ 
qjjf^t  \fi  dUgorge.    i^Liid  hpweyer  tp  the  ^ttjng  it  there 
lire  often  mighty  difficujldes  pccuifii^  from  jpf^rf^  fl^^ 
(tVov.xxiii.are  comn;ipnly  ipfuperabjie  obAacles  inteipofed  by  God| 
10, 11. J      ^Y^^  hsLth  exprefsly  condemned  and  curfed  ^tbofe  ways, 
Prov.  xiii.   4e9lariiig  that^  fvfialth  gotten  by  vanity  (or  cozenafg^)  jJiaU 
xxvuf  "22.^^^  di^wij/^^^;  that  Ac  that  opprejfeth  to  inqrefije  his  riches, 
20.  xxi.  6.  Jigll/urely  co%e  to  ifjant ;  that  he,  ipho  (thus)  hi^fieth  to  he 
^er.xvii.    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  evUfiye,  and  covjidereth  not  that  poverty  Jfudl 
come  upon  him  ;  that  as  the  partridge  ^teth  on  fsggs,  an/d 
hatcheth  them  not ;  fo  he  that  getteih  riches  and  fiot  by 
right 9  JhoU  le(f.ve  thep^  in  the  midft  of  his  days,  and  qt  his 
.end ^11  bfi  a  fofiU    ]Vy|here^  the  plain  way  of  hoi^eft 
ha,railefs  iqduftry,  (jplne^  with  a  pjous  regard  to  IjiiijD 
)vho  i?  the  difpeofer  of  all  good  things,)  how  flow  foteyer 
it  may  feem^  ^s  t^e  ipoft  ^eedy,  becaufe  the  only  fafe 
way  to  t^rjlve }  having,  befide  all  fecondary  advanta^ges^ 
Prov.  X.  4.  the  .fecurity  of  thofe  oracles ;  The  harid  of  the  diligent 
xHuTi!^'  Jf^^l  ^^^  ^^^'  He  thaf  gatherethly  labour  Jhall  in- 
xxii.  4.       craafe :  By  hupiiliiy  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord  are  riches^ 
'  .and  /lonpur,  and  life. 

y.  The  w^y  .of  uprightnefs  is  in  itfelf  very  fafe,  free  ,pf 

danger,  pending  to  no  mifchief ;  according  to  thofe  fayings 

Prov.  xxirjii..of  .the  Wife  IS^an  5  There  Jhall  no  evil  happen  to  thejfi/t: 

^?.:  ^^^'^^^'In  the  way  of  righteovfnefs  is  life;  and  in  the  path  thereof 

!29.  xii.  21.  there  is  no  deaJth. 

^®*  He  who  defigneth  only  that  which  is  juft  and  reafon- 

able,  who  innoqently  and  fairly  profecuteth  his  intent^ 
can  run  no  great  hazard,  cannot  fall  into  any  extreme 
Pf.  xxxvii.  difafte,r,  cannot  irrecoverably  fink  into  miferable  difap- 
pointop^nt. 
He  probably  yvjjll  not  receive  much  harm  from  men^  or 
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troidbk  from  the  world  :  for,  as  he  meaneth  innocently,  SERM. 
as  he  dealeth  iooflenfively,  (not  violently  affsdling,  nor  ^- 
frauduleBlly  drcumventing,  not  any  wife  injuriouily  or 
malicloufly  abufing  any  man,)  as  he  doth  yield  no  juft 
piovocation  or  urgent  temptation  to  oppofe  him ;  fo  he  is 
not  very  likely  to  meet  with  obftru£tions  or  crofles 
thwarting  his  defigns.  He  can  hardly  raife  up  adver- 
iaiies^  at  lead  fuch  as  will  prove  very  formidable,  or  very* 
6Qrce  and  implacable  toward  him. 

He  may  be  fure  that  few  wife  men,  and  no  godd 
men,  will  trouble  him ;  but  that  fuch  rather  will  af- 
ibrd  their  countenance  and  furtherance  to  bis  under- 
takings. 

But  afiuredly  he  (hall  have  the  favourable  proteftion  of 
Almighty  God,  who  throughly  knowing  his  heart,  and 
(Serving  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  intentions  and  proceed- 
ings, will  not  fuffer  him  to  incur  any  notable,  deftruftive, 
remedilefs  calamity.    His  prayer,  didated  by  good  con- 
Icience,  Let  integrity  and  vprtght7iefs  preferve  mey  will  cer-  PfiJ-  «v. 
tainly  be  heard ;  God  having  pafled  his  word  for  it  in  ^^.  xuu 
nomberlefs  places  of  Scripture;  particularly  in  thofe  re-^^*.^*) 
markable  words  of  Ifaiah  :  ^  He  that  walketk  righteoufly,  rnn,  10. ' 
andjpeaketh  uprightly;  he  that  dejpifeth  the  gain  of  op^HJ^W^* 
preffums,  thatjhaketh  his  hands  from  holing  of  bribes,  that  VOX,  vim. 
Jloppeth  his  ears  from  hearing  of  bloody  atidjhutteth  his  eyes  \^yuV 
fromfeeir^  evil;  hejhall  dwell  on  high  :  his  place  0/* &-"«▼•*»  5- 
fence  fhall  be  the  munitions  of  rocks :  his  bread  Jhall  be  15.    *    * 
given  himj  his  water  fhall  be  fure.    That  is,  a  man  who  i$»l<*- «»*»"• 
conftantly  upright  in  his  dealings,  (liall  by  the  divine  Pro^ 
vidence  be  in&llibly  and  impregnably  preferved  from  any 
grieveus  mifchief,  from  any  fore  want,  irom  any  extreme 
diftrefs. 

The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  ever  guarded  with  angels, 
ready  to  promote  the  aflairs  of  the  honed  perfon,  or  at 
leaft  to  proteA  him  from  evil.  He  may  hopefully  fay  to 
himfelf,  as  Abraham  did  to  his  fervant,  The  Lord,  before  Gea.  uir. 
whom  I  walk,  uAllfend  his  angel  with  thee,  and  profper^^' 
thy  way :  or  he  confidently  may  apply  to  himfelf  that  of 
the  Piklniift,  He  Jhall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  P<al.  zci. 
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SERM.  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways.     TheyJItall  hear  thee  up  in  their 
V-       hands,  left  thou  dajh  thy  foot  againjl  ajione. 

However,  the  fequel  will  be  tolerable :  whatever  the 
fuccefs  of  his  undertaking  be^  it  can  be  no  ruin^  no  flur^ 
no  heart-breaking  to  him.  His  confcience  is  fafe,  hiB 
(Credit  is  entire^  his  hopes  are  good ;  he  is  perfe&ly  fecure 
from  being  tainted  with  foul  guilt,  from  being  expofed  to  . 
due  reproach,  from  being  (lung  with  vexatious  remorie^i 
from  being  plunged  into  a  gulf  of  defperation  or  difcon- 
folatenefs.    For, 

VI.  The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  fair  and  pleafant.    He 

that  walketh  in  it  hath  good  weather,  and  a  clear  iky 

about  him;  a  hopeful  confidence  and  a  cheerful  fatif- 

Prov.  xxi.  fa£tion  do  ever  wait  upon  him.     It  is  joy,  as  the  Wife 

^*'  Man  faith,  to  thejuft  to  dojtidgment. 

(Prov.xxiii.  Being  confcious  to  himfelf  of  an  honed  meaning,  and  a  ^ 
17, 18.)  j^g  courfe  of  profecuting  it,  he  feeleth  no  check  or  ftrug- 
gling  of  mind,  no  regret  or  ding  of  heart ;  being  through* 
ly  fatisfied  and  pleafed  with  what  he  is  about,  his  judg- 
ment approving,  and  his  will  acquiefcing  in  his  procedure, 
as  worthy  of  himfelf,  agreeable  to  reafon,  and  conformable 
to  his  duty. 

He  therefore  briflcly  moveth  forward  with  alacrity  and 
courage;  there  being  within  him  nothing  to  control  or 
countermand  him,  to  pull  him  back^  to  make  him  halt^  to 
diftra£t  or  difturb  him. 

Nor  hardly  can  any  thing  abroad  difmay  or  difcourage 

him.     For  he  may  reafonably  hope  for  the  good  will  of 

men,  and  cannot  hugely  dread  their  oppofition.     He  may 

ftrongly  prefume  upon  the  propitious  afpefit  and  favour- 

Prov.xi.^o.able  fuccour  of  Heaven,  which  always  fmileth  and  cadeth 

benign  influences  on  honed  undertakings. 
Jcr.  xxxii.       He  that  hath  chofen  a  good  way,  may  with  afTurance 
p^'     xiv  ^o"™™^"^  ^^^s  way  to  God's  providence ;  he  may  depend 
14.  upon  God  for  his  concurrent  »benedi6lion ;  he  with  an 

^^^•*^'^^' humble  boldnefs  may  addrefs  prayers  to  God  for  his  pro- 
Pf.  xxxvii.  teftion  and  aid.  He  fo  doing  hath  intered  in  divers  clear 
p^^J'j^^j*  J  declarations  and  exprefs  promifesof  good  fuccefs;  fuchas 

Ecclu».4i.  thofe;  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lordy  truji  alfo  in  him. 
10. 
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and  hejhall  bring  if  to  pafs.     The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  SEHM. 
that  call  upon  him  in  truth  :  he  will  fulfil  the  defire  of      V. 
ihem  that  fear  him;  he  will  hear  their  cry,  and  wUlfave^^^  xxxiv. 
them.  sa.  xxvi.  1. 

He  may  dare  to  refer  his  cafe  to  the  fevered  examina-  Prov.  x.  S4. 
tion,  faying  with  Job,  ^Let  me  be  weighed  in  an  even  *«- J^'^'"' 
kttccy  that  God  may  know  mine  integrity  ;  and  with  the  !*•"▼»• 
Pfalmift,  ^  Judge  me,  OLord,  according  to  my  righteoufnefs,  joi  xxU. 
and  according  to  mine  integrity  that  is  in  me,  ^7- 

He  with  an  humble  confidence  can  appeal  to  God,  bor-  ^^o^»*»- 
rowing  the  words  of  Hezekiah,  ^  I  befeech  thee,  0  Lord, "  Pfal.  vii, 
remember  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in  truth  and  with^'^^^'  ^' 
a  perfeB  heart,  and  have  done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  xx.  3!°^ 
fght. 

Hence,  The  hope  of  the  righteous,  as  the  Wife  Man  tell-  piw,  x.  as, 
eth  us,  is  gladnefs.    He,  confidering  the  goodnefs,  the 
jaftice,  the  fidelity  of  CJod,  whereof  his  integrity  doth 
render  him  capable  and  a  proper  obje£t,  cannot  but  con- 
ceive a  comfortable  hope  of  a  good  iflue. 

And  obtdning  fiiccefs,  he  doth  not  only  enjoy  the  ma- 
terial pleafure  thereof,  but  the  formal  fatis&£tIon  that  it 
is  indeed  good  fupcefs,  or  a  bleiling  indulged  to  him  by 
fpecial  favour  of  God  5  enabling  him  to  fay  with  the 
Plalmift,  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  righte*  pfal.  xyiU. 
oufnefs ;  according  to  the  cleannefs  of  my  hands  hath  he^^'^^' 
recompenfed  me.  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord, 
and  have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my  God, 

However,  an  upright  dealer  hath  this  comfortable  re- 
ferve,  that  whatever  doth  befall  him,  however  the  bufinefs 
goeth,  he  (hall  not  condemn  and  punifh  himfelf  with  re- 
morfe;  he  {ball  not  want  a  confolation  able  to  fupport  and 
to  ere£k  his  mind.  He  (hall  triumph,  if  not  in  the  felicity 
of  his  foccefs,  yet  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and  the 
innocence  of  his  depk>rtment ;  even  as  blefled  Job  did 
under  all  the  preflfures  of  his  adverfity :  for.  Till  I  die, 
faid  he,  /  will  not  remove  my  integrity  from  me.  My 
righteoufnefs  I  holdfajl,  and  will  not  let  it  go:  my  heart 
fraU  not  reproach  mefo  long  as  I  live. 

So  true  it  is  upon  all  accounts,  that,  according  to  that 
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SERM.  aflertioii  lA  the  Pfalm,  Light  is /own  for  ffyf  rrgHteousi  dnA 

^'      joyful  gladnefsfor  the  upright  in  heart. 
PXkLzcvii.      VII*  He  that  walketh  uprightly  is  feciife  as^  to  hte 
**'  honour  and  credit.    He  is  fure  not  to  come  off  difgrace- 

fully,  either  at  home  in  his  o^n  apprehenfions^  or  ^road 
in  the  eftimations  of  men.  He  doth  not  blufli  at  what  he 
is  doing,  nor  doth  reproach  hitnfelf  for  what  he  hath 
done.  No  blemifh  or  blame  can  dick  upon  his  pro- 
ceeding. 

By  pure  integrity  a  man  firft  maintaineth  a  due  refpefk 
ifnd  efteem  for  himfelf^  then  preferveth  an  entire  reputa- 
tion with  others:  he  refleflteth  on  his  own  heart  with 
complacence^  and  looketh  upon  the  world  with  confi- 
dence. He  hath  no  fear  of  being  detefted,  or  car6  tcr 
fmother  his  intents.  He  is  content  that  his  thoughts 
fhould  be  founded,  and  his  a£kions  fitted  to  the  bottom. 
He  could  even  wi(h  that  his  bfeaft  had  windows,  that  hb 
heart  were  tranfparent,  that  all  the  world  might  fee 
through  him,  and  defcry  the  clesli^efs  of  his  intenticns. 
The  more  curioufly  his  ways  are  marked,  the  more  ex- 
actly his  dealings  are  fcanned,  the  more  throughly  hiff 
defigns  are  penetrated  and  known ;  the  greater  approba- 
tion he  is  fure  to  receive. 

The  iflue  of  things  aifuredly  will  be  creditable  to  him  ; 
and  when  the  day-light  hath  fcattered  all  mifls,  hath 
cleared  all  mifprifions  and  mift'akes,  his  reputdtion  will 
fhine  moft  brightly :  the  event  declaring,  that  he  had  no 
corrupt  ends ;  the  courfe  of  his  proceedings  being  juftified 
by  the  very  light  of  things. 

God  himfelf  will  be  concerned  to  vindicate  his  reputa- 
tion, not  fuffering  him  to  be  confiderably  defamed;  ao- 
K.zxzrii.  cording  to  that  promife,  Hejhall  bring  forth  thy  righie* 
*xxiv  5  ^nf^f^  ^  ^^^  lighty  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon-ddy. 
1  Pet.  ii.  6.  That  in  Job  will  be  made  good  to  him,  Thenjhalt  thon 
Job.  XI.  15.  ii^f  ^p  thyfac^  without  Jpot :  and  he  may  confidently  aver 
Pf.  cxix.  6.  with  the  Pfalmift,  Thenjhalllnot  he  ajhamed^  when  I  have 
^9*  46.       refpeB  to  all  thy  commandments. 

If  he  findeth  good  fuccefs,  it  will  not  be  invidious>  ap- 
pearing well  deferved,  and  fairiy  procured:  It  will  be 
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tndy  ixMiourable,  a3  Esihut  and  recaoipenoe  of  virtue^  as  SERM. 
a  mark  and  pledge  pf  tfae.diyjne  fiEivour  toward  him.  V« 

If  he  feemetb  di&ppointed^  yet  he  will  not  be  difpa-  Ff.  xcL  n. 
raged :  wife  and  candid  men  will  excvife  him ;  good  men 
•w31  patronize  his  caufe ;  no  man  of  fenfe  and  ipgenuity 
^rill  infult  xm  his  misfortune.      He  JhaU  not,  as  the  Pf.  znrii. 
JPfidmift  afliireth^  he  q/hamed  in  an  ejuil  time.    Yea^  often  ^^* 
faia  repute  &om  under  a  cloud  will  ihine^  if  not  with  fo 
glaring  fplendor^  yet  with  a  pl^fant  luflre ;  upnghtnelis 
iUilf>o6ng  :him  to  bear  adverfe  events  with  a  graceful  de- 
cency. 

VIII.  The  particular  methods  of  a&ing  which  up- 
rightnefs  difpofeth  to  obferve,  do  yield  great  fecurity 
ttom.  troubles  and  croQes  in  their  tranfadions. 

Wliat  is  the  conduft.of  the  upright  man  ?  He  is  cleair^Pkov.  ziii. 
frank}  candid^  harmlefs,  confident  in  all  his  behaviour,  his  ^|^  xxz?!. 
^ilcourie,  his  dealing.    His  heart  commonly  may  -be  feen  3>  4.  uxiv. 
ia  his  iace,  his  mind  doth  ever  fuit  with  his  fpeech,  his    '     *  * 
4eedsli4ve  a  juft  correfpondence  with  his  profeffions;  he 
never  faileth  to  perform  what  he  doth  promife,  and  to  fa- 
tiafy  tbeezpedations  which  he  hath  raifed. 

>He  doth  not  wraphimfelf  m  clouds,  that  none  may  fee 
where  he  is,  or  know  how  to  find  him ;  may  difcern  what 
h§  is  about,  or  whither  he  tendeth. 

'He  difguifeth  not  his  intents  with  fallacious  pretences  Prov.  z.  is. 
of  conference,  of  public  good^  of  fpedal  friendihip  and 
fefpea. 

He  doth  ufe  no  difirigenuous,  fpitdfVd,  unjuft  tricks  or 
-Heights,  to  ferve  the  prefent  turn. 

He  l^yeth  no  baits  or  fnares  to  caich  men,  alluring  them  jer.  y.  96. 
into  noifchief  or  inconvenience.  {^'  ^**7-  *• 

As  he  doth  not  aflfeft  any  poor  bafe  ends,  fo  he  will  15.  vU.  15. 
jiot  4efile  his  fiur  intentions  by  fordid  means  of  com-  ^ixv!  7!*  ^' 
•mffing  ^theifi;  fuch  as  ar^  illufive  fimulations  and  fub-c^-^* 

^^  PflDV    XXVI 

dctlous  aptifices,  treacherous  collufions,  fly  infinuations^;. 
and  fycoi^antic  detra£tions,  verfatile  whifflings  and  dodg-  Eccicf.  x. 
ings,  flattering  colloguings  and  glozings,  fervile  crouch-  Pfai.  z.  7. 
ings  and  fawnings,  and  the  like.  ^e.'x^g  *io.* 

.He  hath  .little  ^f  the  ferpent,  (none  of  its  lucking  in-lvi.  5. 
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SERM.  fidioufnefiit  of  its  furpri6ng  violence^  of  its  rancoroui 
■  ^'  venom,  of  its  keen  mordacity,)  but  much  of  the  dove,  (all 
Rom.  ztI.  its  fimplicity,  its  gentlenefs,  its  fidelity,  its  innocence^)  in 
Ecclus.xiz  ^**  converfation  and  commerce. 

86.  His  wifdom  is  ever  tempered  with  fincerity,  and  fear 

9  Sam.  XV.  fjj^jgj  ^j^j^  humanity,  with  meeknefs,  with  charity ;  being 
Pioir.  xi.  9'  the  wifdom  which  is  from  above,  jfirft  pure,  then  peaceable, 
Jam.m.'i;.^^''^^  Cfl/^  to  be  entreated,  fuU  of  good  fndts,  without 

partiality,  and  without  hypocrify. 
ProT.  ziv.       He  fometime  may  prudently  referve  his  mind,  not 
ii!  ^i.*3.  venting  it  by  foolilh  loquacity  :  but  his  words  do  never 
i6.xxi.  23.cla(h  with  his  meaning,  fo  as  to  deceive  or  difappoint  any 

xii.  23. 

Ecclus.  XX.  inan. 

^  He  may  warily  prevent  harm  and  decline  perils :  but  it 

s.xxvii.ia.is  without  hurtful  oounterraining,  or  deriving  miichief  on 

xiV.  8. 15,  j^jg  neighbour. 

EccleT.  Tiit.      He  may  difcreetly  pick  out  feafons,  and  embrace  op-* 

^'  portunities   of  righting  or  benefitting  himfelf :  but  he 

never  will  feek  or  lay  hold  of  advantages  to  prejudice 

others. 

Vtw.  xii.        He  fometimes  may  reprefs  infurre£Uons  of  anger  or  dif- 

16.  XIX.  ii-guft .  but  he  never  doth  allow  them  to  bake  into  rancour 

or  malice. 

He  may  be  apt  to  life  courteous,  afiable,  obliging  de- 
meanour, ferving  to  breed  fnendfliips,  and  to  (lifle  en- 
mities :  but  he  never  thereby  meanetb  to  gull,  inveigle, 
and  entrap  men ;  or  to  procure  inftruments  and  aids  of 
any  perverfe  defign. 

He  is  no  enemy  to  himfelf,  but  (according  to  the  obli- 
gations of  reafon  and  confcience)  he  hath  always  a  re- 
gard to  the  good  of  others;  nor  is  ever  fo  felfifli,  as  to  be 
unjuft  or  uncharitable  to  any  man. 

The  principal  engines  he  doth  employ  for  achieving 
•  his  enterprifes  are,  a  careful  and  cautious  providence  in 
contriving,  a  fedulous  and  fteady  diligence  in  a^ng,  a 
circumfpeA  heedful nefs  not  to  provoke  any  man  by  of- 
fenfive  carriage,  by  injury,  by  difcourtefy,  to  obftruft 
him,  but  rather  by  kind  demonilrations  and  real  bene- 
ficence to  engage  men  to  further  him  in  hb  proceedings : 
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but  efpedally  hn  main  inftniment,  wherein  he  mofi  con-  SERM. 
fideth^  is  devoat  fupplication  to  God  for  hia  fnccour  and      ^- 
Ueffing.  ~        "• 

Now  is  not  this  conduA  the  moft  fecure  that  can  be? 
dodi  it  not  afibrd  many  great  commodities  and  advan- 
tages ?  doth.it  not  exempt  from  manifold  fears^  and  cares, 
and  crofles,  and  flaveries  ? 

It  cannot  but  derive  bleffings  from  the  God  of  truths  Pnnr.  xii. 
the  great  friend  of  fimplicity  and  fincerity,  the  hater  of  ^•"  **' 
fidlebood  and  guile. 

And  humanly  regarding  things,  he  that  ufeth  thefe 
methods,  doth  from  them  obt^n  many  conveniences. 
He  doth  not  lie  under  perpetual  conftraint,  engaged  to 
keqi  a  conftant-  guard  upon  himfelf,  to  watch  his  me- 
mory, to  curb  his  tongue,  to  manage  his  very  looks  and 
geftores,  left  they  betray  his  intentions,  and  difclofe  his 
plots.     He  is  not  at  the  trouble  of  flopping  holes,  of 

"mending  flavirs,  of  patching  up  repugnances  in  his  a&ions, 
diat  his  mind  do  not  break  through  them.     He  is  not 
afraid  of  the  difappointraent  and  fhame  which  attend  the 
detefiion  of  unworthy  defigns.    He  is  not  at  pains  to 
obviate  the  jealoufies,  the  furmifes,  the  diffidences,  the 
counterplots,  the  preventive  oppofitions  and  ailaults,  which  ^rov.  xxri. 
gloomy  clofisnefs  and  crafty  diffiroulation  ever  do  raife^^.^*  ^^- 
againft  the  praAifers  of  them.     In  fine,  men  do  not  ihnn  pfai.  xxvi. 
the  converlation  and  the  commerce  of  an  upright  perfon,'^' 
but  gladly  do  confort  and  deal  with  him ;  do  feek  his  ac- 
qniuntance  and  alliance :  they  are  not  apt  to  diltruft  him, 
to  fofpeft  him,  to  be  (hy  and  referved  in  their  intercourfe 
with  him ;  but  readily  do  place  an  entire  confidence  in 
him,  and  ufe  a  clear  franknefs  toward  him.    No  man 
doth  iear  him  as  dangerous,  or  will  cro(s  him  as  an-  ad- 

^verliury.  Whence  as  he  feldom  hath  caufe  to  fear,  or  oc- 
cafion  to  conteft  with  others ;  fo  he  doth  undifturbedly 
CB^oj  the  benefits  of  fociety  with  great  fafety,  eafe,  and 
comfort. 

IX.  Lafily,  an  upright  wallur  hath  perfed:  fecurity,  as  to 

.  the  final  refult  of  afiGurs,  that  he  fhall  not  be  quite  baffled  in 
his  expeAations  and  defires.    And  if  profperity  doth  ccm- 
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SEHM.  fift  in  a  fiitisfkdion  of  mind  cooceming  e?entBf  he  c$xmot- 
^'      fail  of  moft  profperous  fuocefs.     tVha^wtr  he  doHki 
m  1. 8.    faith  the  Pfahnift  of  him,  it  Jhall  pro/per.    How  id  thati^ 
91.  *     '    Doth  he,  if  be  warretb,  always  get  the  viBtoryi  iu  he' 
perpetually,  whien  be  tradetb,  a  confideraUe  gainer  ?  mU 
he  ceitainly,  after  fowing,  reap  a  plentifiil  crop  ?  ProbaUj 
yes  j  and  perhaps  no.     Yet  afluredly  he  ihaU  profper^  in 
the  true  notion  of  profpeiity,  ez[dained  by  thofe  divine 
Ftscnrff.  iayings :  Mark  the  perfeA  moHf  mnd  behold  the  upright; 
Iflu  xxxiu  fi^  '^  ^^  of  that  man  is  peace.    The  work  of  rigUeoufi' 
17.  nefs  Jhall  he  peace j  and  the  effeB  of  righteoufnefs  <]uietaeft 

Ecclef.  viii.  and  offuroncefor  ever,    lively  I  know  it  Jhaii  he  wM  i&Aik 
"•  ihem  thai  fear  God. 

He  pannot  be  much  defea4»d  in  his  purpofes :  for,  as  to 
bis  general,  principal,  abfolute  defigns,  (that  is,  bis  defigir 
of  pleafing  God,  and  procuring  his  favour;  bb  defign  «f 
<atisfying  himfelf,  and  difcfaar^ng  his  confcience;  km 
defign  of  promoting  his  own  fpiritual  intereft,  and  favkig 
iufl  foul ;  his  defign  of  doing  good,  of  exercifing  charity  to- 
bis  neighbour,  of  ferving  the  public,  of  obliging  the  wodd 
by  virtuous  example^  and  by  real  beneficence;)  thefe  he 
cannot  fail  throughly  to  accompli(h ;  nothing  can  db- 
AmOi  him  in  the  profecudoD,  nothing  can  debar  fam 
from  the  execution  of  thefe  undertakings ;  in  fyite  of  ail 
the  world,  by  the  fuccour  of  that  divine  grace  which  ever 
^oth  fevour  and  further  fuch  defigns,  he  moft  happily  will 
achieve  tiiem.  And  ioft  other  inferior  defigns,  he  oan 
hardly  be  croffed  in  regard  to  them :  for  it  is  an  -eflential 
|iart  of  integrity,  <not  otberwife  to  aflSsd:  or  aim  at  privaile 
feoular  interefts,  than  under  condition,'  and  with  a  refer- 
^$Btion,  if  it  be  Giod's  pleafure,  if  it  feem  good  to  divine 
^fdom.  He  knoweth  that  his  pains  employed  on  aiiy 
honeft  purpofe,  in  a  fsur  way,  (be  it  to  procure  ibme 
werkUy  advantage  for  himfelf,  for  his  relations,  -or  fer 
lus  friend,)  are  not  loft,  if  they  have  the  fruit  of  fpb* 
miilion  to  God's  wiU,  and  acquiefcence  in  the  event  4tf- 
peled  by  him.  He  as  afliued  that  it  is  good  luck  te  have 
liis^ojed  blafted,  and  that  miffing  is  better  than  getting, 
'MPbeA  1^  foveceign  wifdom  it  is  fo  determmed.    He  thei«« 
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fare  could  aot  fi»  fix  Us  lieait^  or  engagr  hk  affisAioa  in  SERll. 
pnffiiichconoem,  that  hisinhid  is  ibrprifiBd,  or  hk  paffions  V* 
difcoiBpoled  by  a  fcomiiig  tdverfenefi  of  events  to  his  en* 
dpavoors*  So  that  in  effi^  he  can  have  no  bad  fuccefs. 
br  howr  can  that  occurpence  be  deemed  bad,  which  plain 
reaibn  didbatetfa  in  ceartain  judgB&ent  to  be  moft  expedient 
iM*  hnn  $  about  which  he  ever  was  very  indififerent,  and 
with  'wiudh  at  prcfient  he  is  not  heartily  difpleafed  ?  How 
cMi  it  b^  taken  for  di£ippointment  and  misfortune,  wliich 
one  waa  pnqpaced  to  eaibrace  with  fatis&&ion  and  com- 
{iaoenee? 

Yea,  ta  a  perfbn  fo  difpoTed,  that  Aiccefs  which  feemeth 
soft  adtciie,  jniUy  may  be  reputed  the  beft  and  moft 
iiappy^  as  promoting  ends  iaconaparably  more  excellent 
dian  any  worldly  gain ;  as  producing  fruits  exceedingly 
more  wholefeme  and  more  favoury  than  any  temporal 
commodity  ;  as  exeroifing  and  improving  the  divineft  vir- 
tses^  (humility,  patience,  meeknefs,  moderation,  con- 
leotednefs,)  a  grain  whereof  is  worth  all  the  vi^akh,  all 
lke  pre£0pment,  all  that  is  defirable  in  the  world. 

Wherefore  let  the  worft  that  can  arrive,  (or  that  which 
liUHi»)  blindnefs  and  fondnefs  do  count  the  worft,)  yet 
upright  perfons  do  not  come  off  ill,  or  fo  (matters  being 
i^tly  ftfited)  as  to  be  lofers  upon  the  foot  of  the  ac- 
eount. 

If  tlus  do  not  iatisfy  grofler  apprehenfions,  we  may 
add,  that  €vea  in  thefe  meaner  concerns  Almighty  God  is 
ffleafed  commonly  to  reward  and  encourage  upright  per- 
ibns  by  the -beft  fuccefs.  For  he  hath  as  it  were  a  natural 
inclination  to  gratify  thorfe  who  defire  to  pleafe  him ;  and, 
as  the  Pfaltnift  exprefleth  it,  hath  pleq/iire  in  the  pro/perity  Pfal.  xxxv. 
ofhisjervants.     He  may  feem  concerned  in  honour  to^^^^j^^^^ 
countenance  thofe  who  have  regard  to  his  will,  and  who  ^^'  9. 
repofe  confidence  in  his  aid ;  difcriminating  them  from 
fuch  as  prefume  to  aA  againft  or  without  him,  in  defiance 
to  his  will,  with  no  deference  to  his  providence.     As  they  Prov.  xiv.a. 
do  render  him  his  due  refped,  by  fubmitting  to  his  au- 
thority, and  avowing  his  power ;  fo  he  will  acknowledge 
them  by  fignally  &vouring   their  concerns.    Even  his 
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SERM.  truth  and  fidelity  are  engaged  in  their  behalf;  fis^g  be 

^'       very  often  hath  declared  and  promifed^  that  in  all  matters, 

l>eut.        and  upon  all  occafions,  he  will  be  ready  to  blefs  them. 

xu."9.      '     X.    To  conclude;  It  is  an  infinite  advantage  of  up- 

Pf.  cxxiriii.  right  dealings  that  at  the  laft  iflue^  when  all  things  (hall 

xxxiv.  9,    be  moft  accurately  tried  and  impartially  decided,  a  man  is 

10.  ixxxiv.  aflured  to  be  fully  juitified  in  it,  and  plentifully  rewarded 

Matt.vi.33.for  it.    As  then  all  the  deceits,  which  now  pafs  under 

Eccief.  VIII.  fp^jQ^g  mafks,  fliall  be  laid  bare ;  all  vamiih  of  pretence 

Prov.xxviii.  {hall  be  wiped  off;  all  perverfe  intrigues  fhall  be  unra- 

fProv  xi     veiled  ]  all  wicked  and  bafe  intentions  (hall  be  quite 

18.)  Aripped  of  the  veils  which  now  enfold  them  ;  all  ihrewd 

contrivers  and  engineers  of  roifchief,  all  pra£iifers  of  un- 

juft  and  malicious  guile,  (hall  be  expofed  to  (hame,  Jhall 

lie  down  inforrow :  (o  then  the  righteous  man  Jhall  Jiand 

in  great  loldnefs;  his  cafe  will  be  rightly  dated,  and  fiiUy 

cleared  from  fianderous  afperfions,  from  odious  furmifes, 

finom  unlucky  prejudices  and  miftakes :  what  he  hath  done 

Ihall  be  approved ;  what  he  hath  fuffered  fhall  be  repaired^ 

So  that  it-then  evidently  will  appear,  that  upright  fim- 

plicity  is  the  deepeft  wifdom,  and  perverfe  craft  the  meer- 

eft  fliallownefs ;  that  he  who  is  true  and  juft  to  others,  is 

moft  faithful  and  friendly  to  himfelf ;  that  whoever  doth 

abufe  his  neighbour,  is  his  own  greateft  cheater  and  foe. 

Rom.  ii.  16.  For,  In  the  day  when  God  Jhall  judge  the  fecrets  of  men 

by  Jefus  Chrift,  every  man's  work  Jhall  be  made  manifeft. 

1  Cor.  iii.    The  Lord  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  of  darknrfs, 

and  will  make  manifeji  the  counfels  of  the  hearts  ;  and  ihen 

Jhall  every  man  have  praife  of  God.    Unto  which  our  up- 

1  Tim.  i.    right  Judge,  the  King  eternal^  immortal,  invijible,  the 

only  wife  God,  be  honour  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 

Amen. 
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trouble  from  the  world  :  for,  as  he  meaneth  innocently,  SERM. 
as  he  dealeth  inoffenfively,  (not  violently  aflailing,  nor  ^' 
frauduleBtly  circumventing,  not  any  wife  injurioufly  or 
nudicioufly  abufing  any  man,)  as  he  doth  yield  no  juft 
provocation  or  urgent  temptation  to  oppofe  him  5  fo  he  is 
not  very  likely  to  meet  with  obftru£lions  or  crofles 
thwarting  his  defigns.  He  can  hardly  raife  up  adver* 
iaries;  at  lead  fuch  as  will  prove  very  formidable,  or  very 
fierce  and  implacable  toward  him. 

He  may  be  fure  that  few  wife  men,  and  no  godd 
men,  will  trouble  him ;  but  that  fuch  rather  will  af- 
ford their  countenance  and  furtherance  to  his  under- 
takings. 

But  aSbredly  he  fhall  have  the  favourable  protection  of 
Almighty  God,  who  throughly  knowing  his  hearty  and 
obferving  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  intentions  and  proceed- 
ings, will  not  fufier  him  to  incur  any  notable,  deftruAive^ 
remedilefs  calamity.     His  prayer,  dieted  by  good  con- 
fcience.  Let  integrity  and  uprightnefs  preferve  me,  will  cer-  Wal.  xxv. 
tainly  be  heard ;  God  having  pafled  his  word  for  it  in  ^p^.  xui. 
nomberlefs  places  of  Scripture;  particularly  in  thofe  re-^*»«.^-) 
markable  words  of  Ifaiah  :  ^  He  that  walketh  righteoufly^  xvWL  10. ' 
andJPeaketh  uprightly  ;  he  that  dejpifeth  the  gain  of  op^  "j^x"  as** 
preffions,  thatjhaketh  his  hands  from  holding  of  bribes,  /Aa^Pfai.  xviiu 
Jhppeth  Ids  ears  from  hearing  of  blood,  andjhutteth  his  cyes^^Yxl^' 
from  feeing  evil;  hejhall  dwell  on  high  :  his  place  0/*  (&-"«▼•*>*• 
fence  Jhall  be  the  munitions  of  rocks  :  his  bread  Jhall  be  15.     '    * 
given  him,  his  water  Jhall  be  fure.    That  is,  a  man  who  is"^**-  "**"• 
condantly  upright  in  his  dealings,  (liall  by  the  divine  Pro- 
vidence be  infallibly  and  impregnably  preferved  from  any 
l^evaus  mifchief,  from  any  fore  want,  irom  any  extreme 
diftrefs^ 

The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  ever  guarded  with  angels, 
ready  to  promote  the  afiairs  of  the  honeft  perfon,  or  at 
lead  to  proted  him  from  evil.  He  may  hopefully  fay  to 
liimfelf,  as  Abraham  did  to  his  fervant.  The  Lord,  before  Gen.  xxir. 
whom  I  walk,  wiUfend  his  angel  with  thee,  and  prqfper^^' 
thy  way :  or  he  confidently  may  apply  to  himfelf  that  of 
the  Plkhnift,  He  Jhall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  P<al*  zci. 

VOL.  I.  H  ^**  ^^' 
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SERM.  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways.     TheyJIiall  hear  thee  up  in  their 
V'       hands f  left  thou  d'q/h  thy  foot  againji  ajione. 

However,  the  fequel  will  be  tolerable  5  whatever  the 
foccefs  of  his  undertaking  be,  it  can  be  no  ruin,  no  flur, 
no  heart-breaking  to  him.  His  confcience  is  fafe^  his 
Credit  is  entire,  his  hopes  are  good ;  he  is  perfe&ly  fecure 
from  being  tainted  with  foul  guilt,  from  being  expofed  to  . 
due  reproach,  from  being  (lung  with  vexatious  remorfcj^ 
from  being  plunged  into  a  gulf  of  defperation  or  difcon- 
folatenefs.     For, 

VI  •  The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  fair  and  pleafant.     He 
that  walketh  in  it  hath  good  weather,  and  a  clear  fky 
about  him;  a  hopeful  confidence  and  a  cheerful  fatif« 
Piov.  zxi.  feftion  do  ever  wait  upon  him.    It  is  joy ^  as  the  Wife 
^*'  .  Man  faith,  to  thejuft  to  do  judgment. 

(ProT.xxiii.  Being  confcious  to  himfelf  of  an  honed  meaning,  and  a  - 
17, 18.)  j^g  courfe  of  profecuting  it,  h^  feeleth  no  check  or  ftrug- 
gUng  of  mind,  no  regret  or  ding  of  heart ;  being  through«- 
]y  fatisfied  and  pleafed  with  what  he  is  about,  his  judg- 
ment approving,  and  his  will  acquiefcing  in  his  procedure, 
a?  worthy  of  himfelf,  agreeable  to  reafon,  and  conformable 
to  his  duty. 

He  therefore  briflcly  moveth  forward  with  alacrity  and 
courage ;  there  being  within  him  nothing  to  control  or 
countermand  him,  to  pull  him  back,  to  make  him  halt,  to 
diftra£t  or  difturb  him. 

Nor  hardly  can  any  thing  abroad  difniay  or  difcourage 

him.     For  he  may  reafonably  hope  for  the  good  will  of 

men,  and  cannot  hugely  dread  their  oppofition.    He  may 

ftrongly  prefume  upon  the  propitious  afpefit  and  favour- 

Prov.xi.70.abIe  fuccour  of  Heaven,  which  always  fmileth  and  cadeth 

benign  influences  on  honed  undertakings. 
Jcr.  xxxii.       He  that  hath  chofen  a  good  way,  may  with  afTurance 
pJo7  xxiv  ^o"™™^"d  ^^  w^y  ^Q  God's  providence ;  he  may  depend 
14.  upon  God  for  his  concurrent  *benedi6lion ;  he  with  an 

Heb.iv.i6.j^^jj^y^  boldnefs  may  addrefs  prayers  to  God  for  his  pro- 
Pf.  xxxvii.  teftion  and  aid.  He  fo  doing  hath  intereft  in  divers  clear 
plJj'j^^i' 3  declarations  and  exprefs  promifesof  good  fuccefs;  fuchas 
Eccluf.4i.  thofe;   Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord,  trvft  alfo  in  him, 
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and  hejhall  bring  it  to  pafs»    The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  SEHM. 
that  call  upon  him  in  truth  :  he  will  fulfil  the  defire  of      V. 
them  that  fear  him;  he  will  hear  their  cry,  and  wUl  faxje p^i.  xvav, 
them.  aa.xxvi.  1! 

He  may  dare  to  refer  his  cafe  to  the  fevered  examina- Prov.  x.  S4. 
tion,  fiiyinflr  with  Job,  ^Let  me  he  weighed  in  an  even  ia-{^'"^^:*'» 
Umccy  that  God  may  know  mine  integrity  ;  and  with  the  **•  «▼'»• 
P&Imift,  ^  Judge  me,  OLord,  according  to  my  righteou/hefs,  jqi^  ^xii. 
and  according  to  mine  integrity  that  is  in  me.  ^7- 

He  with  an  humble  confidence  can  appeal  to  God,  bor-  ^•'o^»*»- 
rowing  the  words  of  Hezekiah,  « I  hefeech  thee,  0  Lord, "  Plal.  vii. 
remember  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in  truth  and  with^'^^!'  ^' 
a  perfeB  heart,  emd  have  done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  xx.  3.°^ 
Jghi. 

Hence,  The  hope  of  the  righteous,  as  the  Wife  Man  tell-  piw,  x.  as, 
eth  118,  is  gladnefs.    He,  confidering  the  goodnefs,  the 
juflice,  the  fidelity  of  CJod,  whereof  his  integrity  doth 
render  him  capable  and  a  proper  obje£t,  cannot  but  con- 
ceive a  comfortable  hope  of  a  good  ifliie. 

And  obtaining  fiiccefs,  he  doth  not  only  enjoy  the  ma- 
teiiai  pleafure  thereof,  but  the  formal  fatisfa£tion  that  it 
is  indeed  good  fuccefs,  or  a  bleiling  indulged  to  him  by 
fpecial  favour  of  God  3  enabling  him  to  fay  with  the 
Plalmift,  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  righte*  pfal.  xyiu. 
oufnefs;  according  to  the  cleannefs  of  my  hands  hath  he^^*^^' 
recompenfed  me.  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord, 
and  have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my  God. 

However,  an  upright  dealer  hath  this  comfortable  re- 
lerve,  that  whatever  doth  befall  him,  however  the  bufinefs 
goeth,  he  (hall  not  condemn  and  punifh  himfelf  with  re- 
morfe;  he  {hall  not  want  a  confolation  able  to  fupport  and 
to  ere&  his  mind.  He  (hall  triumph,  if  not  in  the  felicity 
of  his  foccefs,  yet  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and  the 
innocence  of  his  depk>rtment;  even  as  blefled  Job  did 
under  all  the  preflfures  of  his  adverfity :  for.  Till  I  die, 
faid  he,  /  will  not  remove  my  integrity  from  me.  My 
righieoufnefs  I  hold  f aft,  and  will  not  let  it  go:  my  heart 
Jkall  not  reproach  mefo  long  as  I  live. 

So  true  it  is  upon  all  accounts,  that,  according  to  that 
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1 06  l^ight  wdtt&hgjure  tvdliin^. 

SERM.  afler^on  ill  the  P{alm,  Light  is /own for  the  rigHiMiSj  Mi 

^'      joyfid  gladnefsfor  the  upright  in  heart. 
PXkLzcvii.      VII.  He  that  walketh  uprightly  is  feciife  as^  to  faitt 
**•  honour  and  credit.    He  is  fure  not  to  come  off  difgrdce- 

fiillyy  either  at  home  in  his  o^n  apprehenfions^  or  d>road 
in  die  effimations  of  men.  He  doth  not  blufh  at  what  he 
is  doing,  nor  doth  reproach  hitnfelf  for  what  he  hath 
done.  No  blemifh  or  blame  can  dick  upon  his  pro- 
ceeding. 

By  pure  integrity  a  man  firft  maintaineth  a  due  refpefk 
and  efteem  for  himfelf^  then  preferveth  an  entire  reputa-* 
tion  with  others:  he  refle£lteth  on  his  own  heart  with 
complacence^  and  looketh  upon  the  world  with  confi- 
dence. He  hath  no  fear  of  being  dete£ied,  or  care  to 
fmother  his  intents.  He  is  content  that  his  thoughts 
fhould  be  founded,  and  his  a£kions  fitted  to  the  bottom. 
He  could  even  wi(h  that  his  bread  had  windows,  that  hb 
heart  were  tranfparent,  that  all  the  world  might  fee 
through  him,  and  defcry  the  cle^lrnefs  of  his  intentions. 
The  more  curioufly  his  ways  are  marked,  the  more  ex- 
actly his  dealings  are  fcanned,  the  more  throughly  hiff 
defigns  are  penetrated  and  known  ]  the  greater  approba- 
tion he  is  fure  to  receive. 

The  iffue  of  things  afluredly  will  be  creditable  fo  him  j 
aiid  when  the  day-light  hath  fcattered  all  mids,  hath 
cleared  all  mifprifions  and  midakes,  his  reputation  will 
fhine  mod  brightly :  the  event  declaring,  that  he  had  no 
corrupt  ends ;  the  courfe  of  his  proceedings  being  judified 
by  the  very  light  of  things. 

God  himfelf  will  be  concerned  to  vindicate  his  reputa- 
tion, not  fuffering  him  to  be  confiderably  defamed;  ac- 
K.xxxvii.  cording  to  that  promife,  Hejhall  bring  forth  thy  right e^ 
*•  ^?'  oyfnefs  as  the  lights  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon-day. 
1  Pet.  ii."  6.  That  in  Job  will  be  made  good  to  him,  Thenjhalt  than 
Job.  XI.  15.  iij^  ^p  thyfoc^  without  Jpot :  and  he  may  confidently  aver 
Pf.  cxix.6.  with  the  Pfalmid,  Thenjhalllnot  le  ajhamed^  when  I  have 
#9. 46.       re/peSi  to  all  thy  commandments. 

If  he  findeth  good  fuccefs,  it  will  not  be  invidious^  ap- 
pearing well  deferved,  and  fairly  procured:  It  will  be- 
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toAy  faooourable^  a3  EiiriMt  aod  .recovipenoe  of  virtue,  a$  SERM. 
a  mark  and  pledge  pf  the.diyjqe  fevour  toward  him.  V- 

If  he  feemeth  difappointedj  yet  Jie  will  not  be  difpa-  Ff.  scL  is. 
raged :  wife  and  candid  men  will  excuie  Ijum ;  good  men 
vfll  patronize  hia  caufe ;  no  man  of  fc^e  and  ipgenuity 
Infill  infult  xm  bia  misfortune*      He  JhaU  mU  ^  ^^  ^'  xn^ii- 
JPfalmift  affiireth,  he  c^hximed  in  an  evil  time.    Yea,  often  ^^' 
iua  repute  &om  under  a  cjoud  wiU  ihlne,  if  not  with  fo 
glaring  fplendor,  yet  with  a  pleafant  luflre ;  uprightnelji 
.di^fingiiim  to  bear  adverfe  events  with  a  graceful  de- 
cency. 

iVIII*  Jhe  particular  methods  of  a£ting  which  up- 
rightnefs  diipofeth  to  obferve,  do  yield  great  fecurity 
from,  troubles  and  crofles  in  their  tranfadions. 

Wibat  is  the  conduft.of  the  upright  man  ?  He  is  cleair^Proy.  zUi. 
frank,  candid,  harmlefs,  confident  in  all  his  behaviour,  his  ^^  xxxH. 
^fcourfe,  his  dealing.    His  heart  conunonly  may  be  feen  3^  «•  »zhr. 
in  his  face,  his  mind  dojth  ever  fuit  with  his  fpeech,  his 
43eed9Jbave  a  juft  correfpondence  with  his  profelSons;  he 
never  faileth  to  perform  what  he  doth  promife,  and  to  ia- 
tisfy -tbeexpeSiUions  which  he  hath  raifed. 

>He  doth  not  vio-aphimfelf  in  clouds,  that  none  may  fee 
where  he  is,  or  know  how  to  find  him  ;  may  difcern  what 
he  J8  about,  or  whither  he  tendeth. 

He  difguifeth  not  his  intents  with  fallacious  pretences  Prov.  s.  is. 
of  oonfcience,  of  .public  good^  of  fpedal  friendfhip  and 
vefpea. 

He  doth  ufe  no  difirigenuous,  fpitelul,  unjuft  tricks  or 
-fle^bts,  to  ferve  the  prefent  turn. 

He  Ifiyeth  no  baits  or  fnares  to  catch  meuy  alluring  them  jer.  y.  26. 
into  mifohief  or  inconvenience.  {^'  ^^'7-^  *• 

As  he  doth  not  affeA  any  poor  bafe  ends,  fo  he  will  15.  vu.  15. 
jDOt  'defile  his  fiair  intentions  by  fordid  means  of  com-  ^xxt! V.'  ^' 
«afline  4fhei|i:  fuch  as  are  illufive  fimulations  and  fub-cxi.  5. 

^"^  Prov  xxvi 

^€i]iOU8  artifices,  treacherous  coUufions,  fly  infinuations^;.  ' 
and  fycophantic  detra^ons,  verfatile  whifBings  and  dodg-  ^^/^^^^-  *• 
jngs,  flattering  colloguings  and  glozings,  fervilc  crouch-  Pfai.  x.  7. 
ings  and  fawnings,  and  the  like.  ^^'^^/^  ^ jJJ[* 

.Hehadi  .little  of  tbe  ferpent,  (none  of  ite  lurking  jn-ivi.  5. 
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xod  Vjpright  walking  Jure  walking. 

SERM.  fidioufneffl,  of  its  furprifing  violence^  of  its  raocorout 
■  ^'  venom,  of  its  keen  mordacity,)  but  much  of  the  dove,  (all 
Rom.  zTi.  its  fimplicity,  its  gentlenefs,  its  fidelity,  its  innocence^)  in 
Ecclus.xix  ^*^  converfation  and  commerce. 

so.  His  wifdom  is  ever  tempered  with  fincerity,  and  fea^ 

5,  '*^'  foned  with  humanity,  with  meeknefs,  with  charity;  being 
Pio7.  xi.  Q.  the  wifdom  which  is  from  above,  Jir/i  pure,  then  peaceable, 
JutuB-'ir-S^^^^  ^^Jy  ^^  ^^  entreated,  fuU  of  good  Jruits,  without 

partiality,  and  without  hypocrify, 
Pro¥.  xi7.       He  fometime  may  prudently  referve  his  mind,  not 
iii  S'^a.  venting  it  by  foolilh  loquacity  :  but  his  words  do  never 
is.xxi.  33.cla(h  with  his  meaning,  fo  as  to  deceive  or  difappoint  any 

Xii.  23.  irjr  # 

Ecclus.  XX.  man, 

^  He  may  warily  prevent  harm  and  decline  perils :  but  it 

a.zxvii.i3.is  without  hurtful  oounterraining,  or  deriving  miichief  on 

f^«"'  his  neighbour. 

Eceldr.Tiii.  He  may  difcreetly  pick  out  feafons,  and  embrace  op- 
portunities of  righting  or  benefitting  hirofelf :  but  he 
never  will  feek  or  lay  hold  of  advantages  to  prejudice 
others. 

Prav.  xii.        He  fometimes  may  reprefs  infurre£lions  of  anger  or  dif- 

16.  XIX.  ii.guft .  but  he  never  doth  allow  them  to  bake  into  rancour 
or  malice. 

He  may  be  apt  to  life  coiuteous,  afiable,  obliging  de- 
meanour, ferving  to  breed  friendifaips,  and  to  ftifle  en- 
mities :  but  he  never  thereby  meaneth  to  gull,  inveigle, 
and  entrap  men ;  or  to  procure  inftruments  and  aids  of 
any  perverfe  defign. 

He  18  no  enemy  to  himfelf,  but  (according  to  the  obli- 
gations of  reafon  and  confcience)  he  hath  always  a  re- 
gard to  the  good  of  others;  nor  is  ever  fo  felfifh^  as  to  be 
unjuft  or  uncharitable  to  any  man. 

The  principal  engines  he  doth  employ  for  achieving 
•  his  enterprifes  are,  a  careful  and  cautious  providence  in 
contriving,  a  fedulous  and  fteady  diligence  in  a&ing^  a 
circumfpeft  heedfulnefs  not  to  provoke  any  man  by  of- 
fenfive  carriage,  by  injury,  by  difcourtefy,  to  obftruft 
him,  but  rather  by  kind  demonftrations  and  real  bene- 
ficence to  engage  men  to  further  him  in  his  proceedings : 
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bat  efperially  his  main  infirument,  wherein  he  moft  con-  SERM. 
fideth^  is  devout  fupplication  to  God  for  his  fnccour  and      ^* 
UeflBng. 

Now  is  not  this  condufk  the  moft  fecure  that  can  be  ? 
doth  it  not  afford  many  great  commodities  and  advan- 
tages ?  doth.it  not  exempt  from  manifold  fears^  and  cares, 
and  crofles,  and  ilaveries  ? 

It  cannot  but  derive  bleflSngs  from  the  God  of  truths  Prov.  xii. 
the  great  friend  of  fimplicity  and  fincerity,  the  hater  of  *'•  **• 
fidfehood  and  guile. 

And  humanly  regarding  things,  he  that  ufeth  thefe 
methods,  doth  from  them  obtain  many  conveniences. 
He  doth  not  lie  under  perpetual  conftraint,  engaged  to 
keep  a  conftant-  guard  upon  himfelf,  to  watch  his  me- 
mory, to  curb  his  tongue,  to  manage  his  very  looks  and 
geftures,  left  they  betray  his  intentions,  and  difclofe  his 
pk>ts.     He  is  not  at  the  trouble  of  ftopping  holes,  of 

^mending  flaws,  of  patching  up  repugnances  in  his  a£tions, 
that  his  mind  do  not  break  through  them.     He  is  not 
afr^d  of  the  difappointment  and  (hame  which  attend  the 
detedion  of  unworthy  defigns.     He  is  not  at  pains  to 
obviate  the  jealoufies,  the  furmifes,  the  diffidences,  the 
counterplots,  the  preventive  oppofitions  and  afTauIts,  which  Piov.  xxTi. 
gloomy  clofenefs  and  crafty  diffimulation  ever  do  raife^^.  ^' ^^' 
ag&inft  the  praftifers  of  them.     In  fine,  men  do  not  fhunpfai.  zzvi. 
the  converfation  and  the  commerce  of  an  upright  perfon,'** 
but  gladly  do  confort  and  deal  with  him ;  do  feek  his  ac- 
quaintance and  alliance  :  they  are  not  apt  to  diAruft  him, 
to  fufped  him,  to  be  (hy  and  referved  in  their  intercourfe 
with  him ;  but  readily  do  place  an  entire  confidence  in 

-him,  and  ufe  a  clear  franknefs  toward  him.  No  man 
doth  fear  him  as  dangerous,  or  will  crofs  him  as  an*  ad- 

•verlary*  Whence  as  he  feldom  hath  caufe  to  fear,  or  oc- 
cafioQ  to  conteft  with  others ;  fo  he  doth  undifturbedly 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  fociety  with  great  fafety,  eafe,  and 
oomfort. 

IX.  Laftly,  an  upright  walLw  hath  perfeS:  fecurity,  as  to 

.  the  final  refult  of  affairs,  that  m  fliall  not  be  quite  baffled  in 
his  expeAations  and  defires.    And  if  profperity  doth  con- 
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f  04  t^trigii  tmlktngfift^umOtwgh . 

8BRM.  fift  in  a  fiitiuifaftion  of  niiod  cooceming  evtnlaf  \im  * 

^'      f«il  jof  fl)oft  (irofperous  fuoceft.     IVhaifHamr  ke  doeik, 

^  '-a-    faith  the  Pfalmifl:  of  him,  it  Jhall  pro/per.    How  in  tkut 

SI.       '    Doth  be,  if  be  warreth,  always  get  the  vitStoryi  is  he 

perpetuaUjr,  whien  be  tradeth,  a  coa&deraUe  gainer  ?  wBl 

he  ceitainly^  after  fowing,  reap  a  plentiful  crop  ?  ProbaUy 

yes ;  and  perhaps  no.     Yet  afluvedly  he  ihatt  profpeiv  an 

the  true  notion  of  profpeiity,  ezf^ained  by  tfaofe  diTine 

VtxsxvU.  iayings:  Mark  the  perf&Sl  num^  mnd  behold  ihfi  uprighi; 

Ift.  xuii.  fi^  ^^  ^^  of  that  man  is  peace.     The  work  of  righieoiuff 

17.  nefs  Jhall  he  peace,  and  the  effeSt  of  rightemfnefs  qmetseft 

Eoclef.  viii.  and  ejffurancefor  ever.    Surely  I  know  iijhati  he  wM  wkk 

"•  ikem  that  fear  God. 

He  Qannot  be  much  defea4ied  in  his  purpoies :  for,  as  io 
Sris  general,  principal,  abfolute  defigns,  (that  is,  bis  defignr 
of  pkaiing  God,  and  procuring  his  favour;  bb  defign  «f. 
fiitisfying  faimfelf,  and  difdbarging  his  confcience;  kofi 
defign  oi  promoting  bis  own  fpiritual  intereft,  and  favk^ 
ius  foul ;  his  defign  of  doing  good,  of  exercifing  charity  tD^ 
bis  neighbour,  of  ferving  the  public,  of  obliging  the  worid 
by  virtuous  esample^  and  by  real  beneficence  0  liiefe  he 
eannot  fail  throughly  to  acconopHih ;  nothing  can  'Ob- 
iferufi:  him  in  the  p(Fofecution,  nothing  can  debar  inm 
£mn  the  execution  of  thefe  undertakings ;  in  ^ite  of  ail 
the  world,  by  the  fuccour  of  that  divine  grace  which  ever 
^th  fevour  and  further  fuch  defigas,  he  moft  happily  will 
achiei^  them.  And  im  other  inferior  defigns,  he  oan 
kardly  be  croffed  in  regard  to  them :  for  it  is  an  eflentisl 
!part  4a(  integrity,  <Rot  otberwife  to  afifed:  or  aim  at  privttfie 
feoular  interefis,  than  under  condition,'  and  with  a  refer- 
'iation,  if  it  be  God's  fdeafure,  if  it  feem  good  to  divine 
wtfdom.  He  knoweth  that  his  pains  employed  on  aiiy 
honeft  fDurpofe,  in  a  fair  way,  (be  it  to  procure  ibme 
workUy  advantage  for  bimfelf,  for  his  relations,  -or  fer 
his  friend,)  are  not  k>ft,  if  they  have  the  fruit  of  fpb* 
miffion  to  God's  will,  and  acquiefcence  in  the  event  4^- 
pefed  by  him.  He  is  aflf^d  that  it  is  good  ludc  to  have 
his  pro)e6i:  blafied,  and  that  miffis^  is  better  than  getting, 
'ivheB  by  fofeceign  wifdom  it  is  fo^tetermtned.    He  there* 


fiore  could  aot  fii  fix  Ub  iieait^  or  engage  his  a&Aioa  in  8BRU. 
mf  ^Bch  conoeaai,  that  hia  ound  k  furprifiBd,  or  hia  paflSona  ^' 
difcoiB|K>fiid  by  a  feeming  adverfeneft  of  eventa  to  his  en* 
deavears*  So  that  in  ethSt  he  can  have  no  bad  fuccefs. 
Far  hcMT  can  that  occurreace  be  deemed  bad,  which  plain 
rea6m  didiaAeth  in  cntain  judgment  to  be  mod  expedient 
for  him  ^  about  which  he  ever  was  very  indifferent,  and 
with  wiiieh  at  prtbat  he  is  not  heartily  dilpleafed  ?  How 
eaa  it  b^  taken  for  diiappointment  and  misfortune,  which 
<Hie  was  prepared  to  embrace  with  fatis£a&ion  and  com.- 
fiaoenee? 

Yea,  to  a  perfon  fo  difpofed,  that  fuccefs  which  feemeth 
jBoft  adteiie,  jufUy  may  be  reputed  the  beft  and  mod 
happy,  as  promoting  ends  incomparably  more  excellent 
than  any  worldly  gain ;  as  producing  fruits  exceedingly 
vaone  whdiefome  and  more  favoury  than  any  temporal 
^Dommodity  ;  as  exerdfing  and  improving  the  divined  vir- 
taes,  (humility,  patience,  meeknefs,  moderation,  con<- 
teolednefs,)  a  grain  whereof  is  worth  all  the  wealth,  all 
ifae  preferment,  all  that  is  defirable  in  the  world. 

Wherefore  let  the  worft  that  can  arrive,  (or  that  which 
liuman  bltndnefs  and  fondnefs  do  count  the  word,)  yet 
upright  perfons  do  not  come  off  ill,  or  fo  (matters  being 
i^htly  ftated)  as  to  be  lofers  upon  the  foot  of  the  ac- 
€Ount« 

If  this  de  not  iatisfy  groffer  appreheafions,  we  may 
add,  that  eves  in  thefe  meaner  concerns  Almighty  God  is 
•pieafed  commonly  to  reward  and  encourage  upright  per- 
fons -by  cbe  'beft  fuccefs.  For  he  hath  as  it  were  a  natural 
fficlination  to  gratify  thofe  who  defire  to  pleafe  him ;  and, 
as  the  Pfaltnift  exprefleth  it,  hath  pleqfure  in  the  projperiiy  Pfal.  xxxv. 
of  hisfervants.     He  may  feem  concerned  in  honour  to^^^^ig^^ 
countenance  thofe  who  have  regard  to  his  will,  and  who  ^^«  9. 
repofe  confidence  in  his  lud ;  difcriminating  them  from 
fuch  as  prefume  to  a£t  againft  or  without  him,  in  defiance 
to  his  will,  with  no  deference  to  his  providence.     As  theyProv.xiv.9. 
do  render  him  his  due  refped,  by  fubmitting  to  his  au- 
thority, and  avowing  his  power ;  fo  he  will  acknowledge 
them  by  fignally  favouring  their  concerns.    Even  his 
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SERM.  truth  and  fidelity  are  engaged  in  their  behalf;  fiBeiog-  be 

•      very  often  hath  declared  and  promifed^  that  in  all  matters, 

Deut.        and  upon  all  occafions,  he  will  be  ready  to  blefs  them. 

xzz."9.      '    X.    To  conclude;  It  is  an  infinite  advantage  of  up« 

Pf.  cxxyiii.  right  dealings  that  at  the  laft  iffue,  when  all  things  (hall 

zzxiv.  9,    be  moft  accurately  tried  and  impartially  decided,  a  man  is 

10.  ixxxiv.  affured  to  be  fully  juftified  in  it,  and  plentifully  rewarded 

Matt.vi.33.for  it.     As  then  all  the  deceits,  which  now  pafs  under 

Eccief.  VIII.  fp^JQ^g  niaflcs,  (hall  be  laid  bare ;  all  vamifti  of  pretence 

Prov.xxviii.  (hall  be  wiped  oflF;  all  perverfe  intrigues  (hall  be  unra- 

fProv  xi     v^^^^^  9  ^^  wicked  and  bafe  intentions  fhall  be  quite 

18.)  Aripped  of  the  veils  which  now  enfold  them  ;  all  fhrewd 

contrivers  and  engineers  of  roifchief,  all  pra£lifers  of  un- 

juft  and  malicious  guile,  (hall  be  expofed  to  (hame,  JhaU 

lie  down  inforrow :  fo  then  the  righteous  man  JhaU  Jiand 

in  great  loldnefs;  his  cafe  will  be  rightly  (lated,  and  fiiUy 

cleared  from  (landerous  afperfions,  from  odious  furmifeti, 

from  unlucky  prejudices  and  mifiakes :  what  he  hath  done 

(hall  be  approved ;  what  he  hath  fufiered  (hall  be  repaired* 

So  that  it'then  evidently  will  appear,  that  upright  fim- 

plicity  is  the  deeped  wifdom,  and  perverfe  craft  the  meer- 

eft  (hallo wnefs ;  that  he  who  is  true  and  juft  to  others,  is 

mod  faithful  and  friendly  to  himfelf ;  that  whoever  doth 

abufe  his  neighbour,  is  his  own  greated  cheater  and  foe. 

Rom.  ii.  16.  For,  In  the  day  when  God  JhaU  judge  the  fecrets  of  men 

by  Jefus  Chrift,  every  man's  work  JhaU  be  made  manifeft* 

1  Cor.  iii.    The  Lord  wiU  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  of  darhnefs^ 

and  will  make  manifeji  the  counfels  of  the  hearts  ;  and  then 

JhaU  every  man  have  praife  of  God.     Unto  which  our  up- 

iTim.  i.    right  Judge,  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  invifible,  the 

only  wife  God,  be  honour  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 

Amen. 
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SERMON  VI. 


OF  THE  DUTY  OF  PRAYER. 


1  Thess.  v.  17. 

Pray  without  ceqfing. 

It  18  the  manner  of  St.  Paul  in  his  EpifUes,  after  that  he  SERM. 
hath  difcafled  fome  main  points  of  dodxine  or  difciplinej  ^'* 
(which  occafion  required  that  he  (hould  clear  and  fettle,) 
to  propofe  feveral  good  advices  and  rules,  in  the  obferv- 
ance  whereof  the  life  of  Chriftian  pra&ice  doth  confift. 
So  that  he  thereby  hath  fumifhed  us  with  fo  rich  a  variety 
of  moral  and  fpiritual  precepts,  concerning  fpecial  mat- 
ters, fubordinate  to  the  general  laws  of  piety  and  virtue ; 
•that  out  of  them  might  well  be  compiled  a  body  of 
ethics,  or  fyfiem  of  precepts  de  officiis^  in  truth  and  in 
oompleteneft  far  excelling  thofe  which  any  philofophy 
hath  been  able  to  devife,  or  deliver.  Thefe  he  rangeth 
not  in  any  formal  method,  nor  linketh  together  with 
ftrift  connexion,  but  freely  fcattereth  them,  fo  as  from 
his  mind  (as  out  of  a  fertile  foil,  impregnated  with  all 
feeds  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs)  they  did  aptly  fpring  up, 
or  as  they  were  fuggefted  by  that  holy  Spirit  which 
continually  guided  and  governed  him. 

Among  divers  fuch  delivered  here,  this  is  one,  which 
fliall  be  the  fubje&  of  my  prefent  difcourfe ;  the  which, 
having  no  other  plain  coherence  (except  by  affinity  of 
matter)  with  the  reft  inclofing  it,  I  (hall  confider  abfo- 
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!)ERM.  lately  by  itfelf^  eDdeavouripg  ibmewhat  to  expUin  it,  9xA 

VI.      to  urge  its  pra£tice. 
"""""^"^     Pray  without  ceqfing.    For  underftanding  thefe  words, 
let  us  firft  confider  what  is  meant  by  the  aSL  enjoinedf 
praying;  then,  what  the  qualification  or  circumftance  ad* 
joined,  without  cec^ng,  doth  import. 

I.  The  word  prayer  doth,  in  its  ufual  latitude  of  ac- 
ception,  comprehend  all  forts  of  devotion,  or  all  that  part 
of  religious  pra£tice,  wherein  we  do  inunediately  addrefii 
ourfelves  to  God^  having  by  fpeech  (cnral  or  mental)  a 
kind  of  intercourfe  and  converfation  with  him.  So  it  in- 
cludeth  that  praife  which  we  fhould  yield  to  God,  im^ 
plying  our  due  efteem  of  his  mod  excellent  perfeAions, 
mod  glorious  works,  moft  juil  and  wife  difpenfations  of 
providence  and  grace;  that  thankfgiving  whereby  we 
fhould  exprefs  an  a£Ee£tionate  cefentment  of  our  obliga* 
tion  to  him  for  the  numberlefs  great  benefits  we  receive 
from  him  ;  that  acknowledgment  Off  our  eoftire-^c^piQiidefiqe 
xtpan  him,  or  our  total  fubjeSlion  to  bis  |>ower  aod  ^^kr 
cCure ;  together  widi  >that  prafeffion  of  ffMth  in  kim^  A9fl 
'aiK>wing  of  fervice  to  him,  which  we  do  owe  a^  bi^  na- 
tural creatures  and  fubjefts ;  that  bumble  (Confefi^on  tof 
our  infirmity,  our  vilenefe,  our  guilt,  our  mifery,  { jpioe^ 
-with  deprecation  of  wrath  and  vengeance^  ^hich  19  :dji^ 
from  us  as  wnetched  moo,  and  grievous  finners ;  t^t  -pe^ 
tition  of  things  needful  or  convenient  for  us^  (of  fvipfJy  jn 
our  wants,  of  fuccour  and  comfort  in  our  diftrefl^s^of  41- 
^6):ion  and  aflSfiance  in  our  undertakings,  of  m^rcy -cud 
pardon  for  our  offences,)  which  our  natural  ilate  i(fi^ 
poor,  weak,  fad,  and  finful  (late)  doth  engage  ^s  to  feek ; 
that  interceffion  for  others,  which  general  charity  or  Spe- 
cial .relation  do  require  from  us,  as  concerned  or -obliged 
to  define  and  promote  their  good.  AH  thefe  religious 
performances  prayer,  in  its  larger  notion,  doth  :Gon^rife; 
according  whereto  in  common  ufe  the  whcde  body  of  4i- 
«kie  fer\'ice,  containing  all  fuch.a6ks,  is  termed  pnayer; 
and  temples,  confecisated  to  the  performance  of  aU  iholy 
duties,  are  Ayled  hxmfes  of  prayet ;  and  that  brief  di- 
peAory,  or  pregnant  form  of  all  devotion^  wlwh  ow  SmA 
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dtfilaCed^  if  eaHed  his  praj/er:  and  ki  xmmberiefr  plaoesp  SSRM. 
of  Scripture  it  is  fo  taken.  ^^' 

In  a  firi&er  feftfe,  it  dotb  only  fignify  one  particular 
nSt  tammg  thofe^  the  petition  of  things  needful  or  ufeiVd 

fef  OS. 

Bat  aecording  to  the  former  more  comprehenfive  mean- 
ing,  I  cboofe  to  tmderiland  it  her6 ;  both  becaufe  it  is 
iBoft  comnionly  fb  nfed^  (then,  efpecially,  when  no  dif- 
tindive  limStation  is  annexed,  or  the  nature  of  the  fubjed: 
matter  doth  not  reftratn  it,)  and  bec£tufe  general  reafons 
do  equally  oblige  to  performance  of  aU  thefe  duties  in  the 
mabner  here  prefcribed :  nor  is  there  any  ground  to  e:^- 
dtsde  any  part  of  devotion  from  continual  ufe ;  we  being 
obliged  no  lefs  inceiTantly  to  praife  God  for  his  excel- 
lencies, and  thank  him  for  his  benefits,  to  avow  his  fove- 
r^gtj  majefty  and  authority,  to  confefs  our  infirmities  and 
itaifeaniages,  than  to  beg  help  and  mercy  from  God. 
All  devotion  therefore,  all  forts  of  proper  and  due  ad- 
drefr  to  God,  (that  ^Sia-u  vgotnux^,  all  prayer  andyeup- Eph.vi.  it» 
pScaiion,  which  St.  Paul  otherwhere  fpeaketh  of)  are 
here  Enjoined,  according  to  the  manner  adjoined^  with^ 
out  ceajingf  SiiMKilTrmSf  that  is,  indefinently,  or  con- 
tnitnury. 

9.  For  the  meaning  of  #hich  expreffion,  we  muft  fup- 
pbfe,  that  it  mufl:  riot  be  utiderftood  as  if  we  were  obliged 
in  every  inflant  or  fingular  point  of  time  aftuaUy  to  ap-^ 
ply  cmr  minds  to  this  pra3:ice ;  for  to  do  thus  is  in  itfelf 
nnpoffibie,  and  therefore  can  be  no  matter  of  duty  f  it  is 
inconfifteht  with  other  duties,  and  therefore  inuft  not  be 
praftifed;  yea,  will  not  confift  with  itfelf;  for,  that  we 
fnay  pray^  we  muft  live ;  that  we  may  live,  we  mufl:  eat ; 
lliat  we  may  eat,  we  muft  work ;  and  muft  therefore  at- 
tetkd  other  matters  :  fo  that  a&ual  devotion  neither  muft 
IK>r  can  fwallow  up  all  our  time  and  care.  The  deliberate 
operations  of  otur  mind  are  fometimes  interrupted  by 
ileep,  fometimes  will  be  taken  up  in  fatisfying  our  natural 
appetites,  fometimes  muft  be  fpent  in  attendance  upon 
Othielr  reafonable  emfdoytnents,  commanded  or  allowed 
Uf  God  f  whence  there  cm  be  no  obligation  to  this  prac* 
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S£RM.  tice  according  to  that  unlimited  interpretation.    This 
^-      precept  therefore  (as  divers  others  of  a  like  general  pur- 
port and  expreflion)  mud  be  underflood  not  in  a  natural^ 
but  moral  fenfe,  according  as  the  exigence  of  things  per- 
initteth,  or  as  the  reafon  of  the  cafe  requireth;  fo  far  as 
it  is  conveniently  prafticable,  or  as  it  is  reafonably  com- 
patible with  other  duties  and  needs.    But  we  muft  not  fo 
reftrain  it  as  to  wrong  it,  by  pinching  it  within  too  nar- 
Adoro        row  bounds.     How  then  it  may  be  underftood,  and  how 
Scripturae   (^^  j^  (hould  extend,  we  {hall  endeavour  to  declare  by. 
nem.  Tert.  propounding  divers  fenfes  whereof  it  is  capable,  grounded 
upon  plain  teftimonies  of  Scripture,  and  eriforcible  by 
good  reafon ;  according  to  which  fenfes  we  (hall  together 
prefs  the  obfervance  thereof. 

I.  Firft  then,  praying  incejfanily  may  import  the  main- 
taining in  our  fouls  a  ready  difpofition  or  habitual  in-- 
clination  to  devotion ;  that  which  in  Scripture  is  termed 
Zech.  »ii.   thejpirit  ofjupplicaiion.    This  in  moral  efteem^  and  ac- 
*®'  cording  to  current  language,  derived  thence,  amountetfa 

to  a  continual  practice ;  a  man  being  reckoned  and  faid 
to  do  that,  to  which  he  is  ever  prompt  and  propenfe :  as 
Pf.  xzxvii.  it  is  faid  of  the  righteous  man,  that  he  is  ever  merciful^' 
ut quamvis  ^'^^  /ewrf^M,  bccaufc  he  is  conftantly  difpofed  to  fupply 
tacetHer-  his  neighbour  with  needful  relief ;  although  he  doth  not 
amfo"tt-  ®ver  aftually  difpenfe  alms,  or  furnilh  his  neighbour  with 
men  aeque  fupplies  for  his  neccffity.  The  words  may  fignify  this ; 
H«r,  they  do  at  leaft  by  confequence  imply  fo  much  :  for  if  we 

do  not  in  this,  we  can  hardly  perform  the  duty  in  any 
fenfe ;  without  a  good  temper  fitting,  and  a  good  appetite 
prompting  to  devotion,  we  fcarce  can  or  will  ever  apply 
ourfelves  thereto.     If  there  be  not  in  our  heart  a  root  of 
devotion,  whence  fhould  it  fpring  ?  how  can  it  live,  or 
thrive  ?    If  the  organs  of  prayer  are  out  of  kelter,  or  out 
1  Pct.i.  13. ^f  tune,  how  can  we  pray?   If  we  be  not  accmiSi,  have 
Luke  xH.    not  the  loins  of  our  mind  girt,  and  our  feet  Jhod  in  prepara- 
Eph,v\.  14. tion  to  the  fervice,  when  fliall  we  fet  forward  thereto? 
Pf.  cviii.  1.  jj^y  hearty  faid  David,  isfixed^  I  will  fug  and  give  praife  r 
XXX.  19.    Jixedf  that  is,  readily  prepared,  and  fteadily  inclined  to 
fo.)^**     devotion.     So  (hould  ours  conftantly  be.     As  a  true 
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friend  is  ever  ready  to  entertun  his  friend  with  a  frank  SERM. 

courtefy  and  complacency  5  as  he  ever  is  apt  upon  occa-     VI- 

fion  for  advice  and  affiftance  to  have  recourfe  to  him  :  fo 

{hould  we  be  always  difpofed  cheerfully  and  decently  to 

converfe  with  God^  when  he  freely  coraeth  to  uSj  or  we 

have  need  to  apply  ourfelves  to  him.     If  tliere  be  (from 

ftupidity  of  mind^  from  coldnefs  of  affeftion^  from  (lug- 

^nels  of  fpirit,  from  worldly  diilra£Uon)  any  indifpofi- 

tion  or  averfenefs  thereto^  we  (hould,  by  ferious  conlidera- 

tibn  and  induftrious  care,  labour  to  remove  them ;  rouling 

our  fpirits,  and  kindling  in  our  afieftions  fome  fervency 

of  defire  toward  fpiritual  things:  otherwife  we  fhall  be  apt 

to  (hun,  or  to  flip  the  opportunities  inviting  to  devotion ; 

our  hearts  will  be  fo  refty,  or  liftlefs,  that  hardly  we  fhall 

be  induced  to  perform  it^  when  it  is  moft  neceflary  or 

ufefiil  for  us. 

II.  Praying  incejfantly  may  denote  a  vigilant  attend- 
ance (with  earned  regard,  and  firm  purpofe)  employed 
upon  devotion :  fuch  attendance  as  men  ufually  beftow 
on  their  afiairs,  whereof  although  the  aftual  profecution 
fometime    doth   ftick,  yet  the  defign  continually  pro- 
oeedeth ;  the  mind  ever  fo  directing  its  eye  toward  them, 
as  quickly  to  efpy^  and  readily  to  fnatch  any  advantages 
of  promoting  them.     This  is  a  kind  of  continuance  in 
pra£iice,  and  is  commonly  fo  termed :  as  we  fay,  that 
fuch  an  one  is  building  a  houfe,  is  writing  a  book,  is  oc- 
cupying fuch  land,  although  he  be  at  prefent  fleeping,  or 
eating,  or  following  any  other  bufinefs  y  becaufe  his  main 
defign  never  fleepeth,  and  his  purpofe  continues  uninter* 
mpted.    This  is  that  which  is  fo  often  enjoined  under  the 
phrafe  of  watching,  about  prayer.     Watch  ye  therefore,  \jaVti.j\. 
and  pray  always^  faith  our  Lord.    Continue  in  prayer,  and  ^^^  .^ 
watch  in  the  fame,  faith  St.  Paul.     Be  yefoher,  a?id  watch  Eph.  vi.  it. 
unto  prayer,  faith  St.  Peter.     Which  expreflions  import  a  J^att.  ixiv. 
mod  condant  and  careful  attendance  upon  this  duty:  that^^.xxv.i;!. 
\w  do  not  make  it  a  vage^ov,  or  bye-bufinefs  in  our  life, 
(a  matter  of  fmall  confideration  or  indifference,  of  cu- 
riofity,  of  chance,)  to  be  tranfafted  drowfily  or  fiaintly, 
with  a  defultorious  and  flight  endeavour,  by  fits,  as  the 
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^£RM.  humour  taketb  us;  but  that,  accounting  it  a  bufioeft  ot 
^I*     the  chokeft  nature  and  wedghtieft  moment)  we  do  adberd 
thereto  with  unmoveable  purpofe,  regard  it  with  un- 
difira6ted  attention,  purfue  it  with  unwearied  diligeooOi 
being  always  upon  the  guard,  wakeful  and  expedite^  in- 
tent upon  and  apt  to  clofe  with  any  occafion  fuggefliii|^ 
matter  thereof.    That  we  ihould  do  thus  reafon  aifo  doth 
oblige :  for  that,  as  in  truth  no  bufinefs  doth  better  c(e- 
ferve  our  utmoft  refolution  and  care ;  fo  none  doth  mort 
need  them ;  nature  being  fo  backward,  and  occafion  la 
flippery,  that  if  we  do  not  ever  mind  it,  we  Aisll  feldom 
praftife  it. 
8  Pet.  i.  13.     III.  Praying  inceffantly  may  fignify,  that  we  do  a6-« 
^^^18.  ^"**ly  embi^ce  all  6t  fedfons  and  emergent  occafions  of 
fl-^^Tfri ;«-  devotion.    This  in  moral  computation  doth  pa&  for  eoa« 
^'^*''       tinual  performance :  as  a  tree  is  (aid  to  bear  that  fruity 
which  it  produoeth  in  the  feafon ;  and  a  man  is  aocouiifed 
to  work  in  that  trade,  which  he  exercifeth  whenever  he  '» 
called  theteto.    This  fenfe  is  in  feveral  preoeptA  parallel  to 
Eph.  vi.  18.  that  in  hand  plaihly  e^prefled.    Pray,  faith  St«  Paul,  UfUh 
Lukezxi.   oU  prayer  and  fupplicatian,  sv  vavri  nmp^'  and,  Watch^ 
^^'  faith  our  Lord,  Iv  firflcvr)  xm^^  ii^iuvoi^  praying  ifi  everjf 

Jeafm,  or  upon  every  opportunity.    Devotion,  itide<Ml|  is 
rarely  unfeafonable,  or  impertinent :  we  may  oflkr  it  rf* 
sTim.  iv.  xalpoo^j  itxalpoogj  in  feqfon,  and  out  offeafm;  that  is,  not 
^'  only  taking  opportunities  prefented  for  it,  or  urgently  re- 

quiring it,  bnt  catching  at  them,  and  creating  them  to 
ourfelves,  when  there  is  no  fuch  apparent  and  pref&ng 
need  of  it.    But  there  are  fome  fpecial  occafions,  which 
more  importunately  and  indifpenfably  do  exad:  it :  fome 
feafons  there  are,  (either  miniflered  by  extrinfioal  accv« 
dents,  or  fpringing  from  internal   difpofitions,)   wben» 
without  both  great  blame  and  much  damage  to  ourfelves^ 
we  cannot  negle£i;  it :  times  there  be  mod  proper  and  ao* 
ceptable,  when  we  do  efpecially  heed  to  pray,  and  when 
Pfal.  xzxii.  we  are  likely  to  fpeed  well  therein.    Every  one,  faith  the 
a  Cor-^vila.  Pf^lmift,  that  is  godly  will  pray  unto  thee  in  a  time  when 
Ifa.  xliz.  8.  thou  maye/i  be  found :  and.  My  pray&y  faith  he  again,  ii 
tmto  thee  hi  am  acceptable  time. 
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ThuBy  when  we  have  received  any  lingular  bleffing  or  SERM. 
notable  £Bi?our  from  God^  when  profperous  fuccefs  hath      ^^* 
attended  our  honefi  enterprifes,  when  we  have  been  hap- 
pily reicued  from  imnunent  dangers^  when  we  have  been 
6i{^x>rted  in  difficulties^  or  relieved  in  wants  and  ilraits ; 
Aen  18  k  feafonable  to  render  facrifices  of  thankfgiving 
and  praife  to  the  God  of  victory,  help^  and  mercy ;  to  ad- 
mire and  cejebrate  him,  who  is  our  Jlrengthy  and  our  de-  Pfal.  xviii. 
kiferer^  ourfaithJtLl  refuge  in  trouble^  our fortrefs,  and  the^*^^^' 
fock  of  oixrfalvation.    To  omit  this  piece  of  devotion  then 
b  vile  ingratitude,  or  ftupid  negligence  and  floth. 

When  any  rare  objeft  or  remarkable  occurrence  doth, 
xapon  this  theatre  of  the  world,  prefent  itfelf  to  our  view, 
in  furveying  the  glorious  works  of  nature,  or  the  ftrange 
etientt  of  Providence ;  then  is  a  proper  occafion  fuggefted 
to  fend  up  hymns  of  praife  to  the  power,  the  wifdom,  the 
goodnefa  of  the  world's  great  Creator  and  Governor. 

When  we  undertake  any  bufinefs  of  fpecial  moment  a>7«»W 
and  difficulty,  then  it  is  expedient  (wifdom  prompting  it)  ^^^^"7- 
to  foe  for  Qod's  aid,  to  commit  our  affairs  into  his  hand,  '^<  ^p^^ut- 
to  recommend  our  endeavours  to  the  bleffing  of  him,  by  ^riJ^^^* 
whofe  gutdanoe  all  things  are  ordered,  without  whofe 
concourfe  nothing  can  be  efle6ted^  upon  whofe  arbitrary 
di^fid  all  fuccefs  dependeth. 

The  beginning  of  any  defign  or  buiinefs  (although  or- 
dinary, if  confiderable)  is  a  proper  feafon  of  prayer  unto 
Um^  to  whofe  bounty  and  favour  we  owe  our  ability  to 
aft,  fupport  in  our  proceedings,  any  comfortable  iflue  of 
what  we  do:  (for  all  our  fvfficiency  is  of  him:  without ^CorAW.i. 
Um  we  can  do  nothing.)  Whence  we  can  never  apply  °  °  *^*  *' 
oorfelves  to  any  bufinefs  or  work,  not  go  to  eat,  to  deep, 
to  travel,  to  trade,  to  ftudy,  with  any  true  content,  any 
realbnaUe  fecarity,  any  fatisfa6tory  hope,  if  we  do  not 
firft  humbly  intplore  the  favourable  protection,  guidance, 
and  affifiance  of  God. 

When  we  do  fall  into  doubts,  or  darknelles,  (in  the 
conrfe  either  of  our  fpiritual  or  fecular  affairs,)  not  know- 
ing what  oourfe'  to  fteer,  or  which  way  to  turn  ourfelves ; 
(a  cafe  which  to  fo  blind  and  filly  creatures,  as  we  are, 

▼OL«  I.  I 
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SERM.  mud  often  happen ;)  then  doth  the  time  bid  us  to  cohfok 
VI.  the  great  Oracle  of  truth,  the  mighty  Counfellor,  the  Ri^ 
jcr.  X.  33.  ^A^  of  lights  J  feeking  refolution  and  fatisfieiAion,  light 
Prov.  XX.  and  wifdom  from  him ;  faying  with  the.  Pfalmift,  Skem 
Ifalix,  0.  ^te  thy  ways,  0  Lord,  lead  me  in  thy  truth,  and  ieaiA 
iSl  xxv'  iw^;  for  thou  art  the  God  of  my  falvation:  Order  my 
4,  5.  8.  Jieps  in  thy  word,  and  let  not  any  iniquity  have  domi^ 
Ixxxvilii.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^*  following  the  advice  of  St.  James,  ijT  amf 
cxliii.  10.  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  ajk  of  God,  that  giveth  to  mil 
cxix"i35.  ^'^^^  liberally,  and  uplraideth  not;  and  it  JhaU  be  gwek 
133.  him. 

PioT.  ii.  6.  When  any  ftorm  of  danger  bluftereth  about  us,  pe- 
P^*j"'g^*riloufly  threatening,  or  furioully  afTsuling  us  with  mif- 
xxxiv.  4.  chief,  (fo  that  hardly  by  our  own  ftrength  or  wit  we  can 
^wwiiu  3.  jj^p^  ^^  evade,)  then  with  the  wings  of  ardent  devotion 
we  fhould  fly  unto  God  for  ihelter  and  for  relief. 

When  any  anxious  care  diflra^th,  or  any  heavy  bur- 
den prefleth  our  minds,  we  fhould  by  prayer  eafe  our- 
felves  of  them,  and  difcharge  them  upon  God,  committng 
the  matter  of  them  to  his  care  and  providence  3  accord- 
Phil,  nr.  6.  ing  to  that  dire£lion  of  St.  Paul,  Be  tarefulfor  nothmg-s 
Imt  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  fypplication  with  thankf* 
giving  let  your  reque/is  be  made  known  to  God. 

When  we  do  He  under  any  irkfome  trouble,  or  fore 

diftrefs,  (of  want,  pain,  difgrace,)  then,  for  fuccour  and 

fupport,  for  eafe  and  comfort,  we  fliould  have  recourfe  to 

2  Cor.  i.  8.  the  Father  of  pities,  and  God  of  all  cojifolation ;  who  is 

^'19**^*  f^igh  to  all  that  call  upon  him,  will  alfo  hear  their  cry,  and 

cxlvii.3.     will  fave  them;  who,  when  the  righteous  cry^  doth  hear 

jivui\y^.  ihem,  and  delivereth  tliem  out  of  all  their  troubles;  who  it 

ivi.  3.        fo  often  ftyled  the  hiding-place  from  troubles,  the  help  akd 

xxxil.  7.'  Jirength,  the  Jhield  and  buckler,  the  rock,  thefortrefs,  the 

jtxxiii.  30.  high  tower,  the  horn  of  falvation,  to  all  good  and  diftreflTed 

people.    To  him  we  (hould  in  fuch  a  condition  have  re^ 

courfe,  imitating  the  pious  Plalmift,  whofe  pradice  was 

fl^ IxxvU. this :  In  the  day  of  my  trouble  I  fought,  the  Lord:  I 

exiu!  fil*  ^  po^^  ^^  ^  complaint  before  him,  IJIiewed  before  him, 

pMl  <•    my  trouble :  I  called  unto  the  Lord  in  my  diftrefs :  the 

Lord  anfu^red  me,  andfet  me  in  a  large  place. 
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.    When  aiiy  flrong  tempution  doth  invade,  us^  with  SERM. 

which  by  our  own  ftrength  we  cannot  grapple,  but  are      ^^' 

Eke  to  fink  and  faulter  under  it;  then  is  it  opportune 

and  needful  that  we  (hould  feek  to  God  for  a  fupply  of 

^nritual  forces,  and  the  fuccour  of  his  almighty  grace,  as 

.  St.  Paul  did :  when  there  was  given  to  him  a  thorn  in  the  2  Cor.  zU. 

fl^f  a  mejffenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  him  ;  then  he  he/ought  ''*  ^'  *' 

the  Lord  thrice  that  it  might  depart  from  him :  and  be 

had   this  return  from  God,  My  grace  is  fufficient  for 

thee. 

When  alfo  (from  ignorance  or  miftake,  from  inad- 
vertency, negligence,  or  rafhnefs,  from  weaknefs,  from 
wantonnefs,  from  prefumption)  we  have  tranfgrefled  our 
duty,  and  incurred  finful  guilt;  then,  (for  avoiding  the 
oonfequent  danger  and  vengeance,  for  unloading  our  con- 
fciences  of  the  burden  and  difcOmfort  thereof,)   with 
fauinble  confeffion  in  our  mouths,  and  ferious  contrition 
in  our  hearts,  we  fhould  apply  ourfelves  to  the  God  of 
oiercy,  deprecating  his  wrath,   and   imploring   pardon 
from  him;  remembering  that  promife  of  St.  John,  If  we  i  John  1 9. 
•  confs/i  ourjins,  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our 
faiSf  and  to  cleanfe  us  from  all  iniquity  ;  and  that  decla- 
ration of  the  Wife  Man,  He  that  covereth  his  fns  JhcdlPtar.xx:nu. 
not  pro/per^  but  he  that  confeffeth  and  forfaketh  themjhall^^  ^^^^^1. 
have  mercy.  -  5.  it.  1 ,  &c. 

In  thefe  and  the  like  cafes  God  by  our  neceffities  doth  ^  ^*'  ^^' 
invite  and  fummon  us  to  come  unto  him;  and  no  lefs 
fbolifli  than  impious  we  are,  if  we  do  then  flink  away,  or 
iy  firom  him.  Then  we  fhould  (as  the  Apoftle  to  the 
Hebrews  exhorteth)  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  graceyHeb/ir.io. 
that  we  may  obtain  mercy y  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time 
of  need,  (or,  *for  feafonable  relief.)  *  nV  sAmm- 

And  befide  thofe  outwardly  prompting  and  urging  yj^^t^^M^*^* 
there  be  other  opportunities,  fpringing  from  within  us, 
which  we  are  no  lefs  obliged  and  concerned  to  embrace. 
When  God  by  his  gentle  whifpers  calleth  us,  or  by  his  Jer.  zxrr.* 
foft  impulfes  draweth  us  into  his  prefence;  we  Aiould  pj^^  |;  ^^ 
then  take  heed  of  topping  our  ears,  or  turning  puri<a>i*3.lxr.^ 
hearts  from  him;  refuting  to  hearken^  or  to  comply."'  *^-*« 

I  2 


iitf  The  Duty  of  Prayer. 

SERM.  We  muft  not  any  wife  quench  or  damp  any  fparkft  of 
VI.      devout  afre6^ion  kindled  in  U8  by  the  divine  Spirit;  wb 
""""""""^  muft  not  repel  or  refift  any  of  his  kindly  fuggeftions  ot 
motions. 

Whenever  we  find  ourfelves  well  aflfefted  to,  or  wdi 
framed  for  devotion ;  that  we  have  a  lively  fenfe  of,  and 
iBL  coming  appetite  to  fpiritual  things  ;  that  our  fpirits  ar6* 
briflc  and  pure,  our  fancy  calm  and  clear,  oar  hearts  tender 
and  fupple,  our  afieSions  warm  and  nimble;  then  a  fiuf 
feafon  offereth  itfelf ;  and  when  the  iron  is  fo  hot,  wd 
fhould  ftrike. 

If  at  any  time  we  feel  any  forward  inclinations  or  good 
difpofitions  to  the  praftice  of  this  duty,  we  fhould  never 
check  or  curb  them,  but  rather  fhould  promote  and  ad- 
vance them;  pufliing  ourfelves  forward  in  this  hopeful 
career ;  letting  out  the  ftream  of  our  aflfeftions  into  this 
right  channel,  that  it  may  run  freely  therein,  that  it 
may  overflow  and  diffufe  itfelf  in  exuberance  of  devotion. 
Farther, 

IV.  Praying  inceffantly  may  fignify,  that  we  fhould 
with  afliduous  urgency  drive  oh  the  intent  of  our  prayers^ 
fuever  quitting  it,  or  delifling,  till  our  requefb  are  granted, 
or  our  defires  are  accomplifhed.    Thus  doing  we  may  be 
laid  to  pray  continually :  as  he  that  goeth  forward  in  his 
journey,  (although  he  fometime  doth  bait,  fometime  doth 
reft  and  repofe  himfelf,)  is  faid  yet  to  be  in  travel ;  or  as 
he  that  doth  not  wave  the  profecution  of  his  caufe,  (al- 
though fonie  demurs  intervene,)  is  deemed  ftill  to  be  in 
fuit.    This  is  that  which  our  Lord  did  in  the  Gofpel 
prefcribe  and  perfuade,  where  it  is  recorded  of  him,  that 
Luke  wriu.  He  Jpake  a  parable  unto  iherriy  that  men  ought  always  to 
pray,  and  not  to  faint.    That  praying  always  the  enfuing 
difcourfe  flieweth  to  import  refllefs  importunity,  and  per- 
feverance  in  prayer :  the  fame  which  fo  often  is  com- 
Col.  i.  9.     mended  to  us  by  the  phrafes  of  |»^  IxxaxsTv,  720/  to  fcthit 
Eph. 1. 16.  or  faulter;  [m^  flrauco-^ai,  not  to  ceafe,  or  give  over;  nrgod-- 
Col.  iv.b,  ?<«^fe^v,  to  continue  iriftant,  or  hold  out  ftoutly;  &yoM^ 
1  Tim  v  5  l^^^9  '®  ftrive  eamefily^  or   conteft   and   ftruggle    in 
Mjpir,  li.  19. prayers  j  ^fotfijAmv  rm^  Sf{(rf(ri,  to  abide  at  fupplications ; 
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iygiaiuSff  b  w^  vp9arxe^fTep^ei,  to  watch  with  all  p/grr  SERll* 
tiperaxkce*  That  which  ajfo  is  implied  by  thofe  teryia,  ^t' 
I  |rhich  in  fcriptural  ilyl^  do  commonly  exprefs  devotion :  •  PfAl.  z.  4. 
by  ^Jeeking  God;  which  implieth^  that  God  doth  not  pre-^'jl^i/e* 
fently,  upon  any  flight  addrefs^  difcover  himfelt'  in  bene-ixiii.i.lxiz. 
ficial  efkSts  anfwerablq  to  our  defires,  but  after  a  careful  ixxxiii"  i* 
and  painful  continuance  in  our  applications  to  him:  by{p^^"i*5- 

•  *  **  Dcut  iv  3Q 

^waiting  upon  Godj  which  fignifieth^  that  if  God  do  notproT.'yiiu  ' 
I     prefently  appear,  granting  our  requefts,  we  (hould  pa-if'i 
i     tiently  ftay,  ezpe&ing  till  he  be  pleafed  to  do  it  in  his  ^  Pf.  cuui! 

own  bed  time,  according  to  that  in  the  Pfalm,  ^Otir  «y^^cx«*5^' 
!      waii  upon  the  Lord  our  God,  until  he  have  mercy  upon  us :  xxxvii.  /• 
l)y  knocking;  which  intimateth,  that  the  door  of  grace "^'i*i4. 
doth  not  ever  Hand  open,  or  that  we  can  have  an  effeflual  "xv»i.  a*- 
accefs  to  God,  until  he,  warned,  and  as  it  were  excited,  lii.^i.  hx.  9, 
byourearneft  importunity,  pleafeth  to  liften,  to  difclofe"*^-.?.*- 

.  ,        _  -_  r»         t  lis.  VIIU  I/* 

himleJf,  to  come  forth  unto  us.  xi.  31.  xiix. 

And  this  pra|£lice  reafon  alfo  doth  enforce.     For  there  ^^^  ^j.  ^^ 
are  fonie  good  things  abfolutely  neceflary  for  our  fpiritual  ^m-  "i- 
life  and  welfare,  (fuch  as  are  freedom  from  bad  inclina-  pr^y,  ^ 
tions.  diforderly  affeftions,  vicious  habits,  and  noxious  ^^-^ 

'■    Pf.  CXXIIL 

errors ;  the  fan£tifying  prefence  and  influence  of  God's  2. 
holy   Spirit,   with   the   blefled   graces  and   fweet   fruits  ^^^®  **^* 
thereof;  growth  in  virtue,  delight  in  fpiritual  things,  theMattvii.7.. 
fenfe  of  God's  love  and  favour,  with  the  like,)  which  J^^;^!!"^- 
good  reafon  engageth  us  perfeveringly  to  feek,  as  never  Orat.  wWu 
to   reft  or  be  fatisfied   till  we   have  acquired  them  in^. 
perfeA^  degree;  fince  we  cannot  ever  do  well  without 
them,  or  ever  g^  enough  of  them.     In  begging  other 
inferior  things,  it  may  become  us  to  be  referved,  indif- 
ierentj  and  modeft ;  but  about  thefe  matters  (wherein  all  aA^  t^ 
our  felicity  is  extremely  concerned)  it  were  a  folly  to  be  j^^J^^ 
flack  or  timorous :  as  we  cannot  be  faid  immoderately  to  ^^i'  ^(^ 
defire  them,  fo  we  cannot  be  fuppofed  immodeftly  to  feek  "^^ 
tbem  there,  where  only  they  can  be  found,  in  God's  pre* 
fence  and  hand.    The  cafe  doth  bear,  yea,  doth  require, 
that  we  fliould  be  eager  and  hot,  refolute  and  ilifF,  free 
and  bold,  yea»  in  a  manner  peremptory  and  impudent  fo* 
licitora  with  God  for  them.    So  our  Saviour  intimatetbi^ 

^3      ■ 
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SERM.  where,  comparing  the  manner  of  God's  proceedfaq;  witS 
.,  ^J'  .   that  of  men,  he  reprefenteth  one  friend  yielding  needfvA 
fuccour  to  another,  not  barely  upon  the  fcore  of  friend- 
Luke  xi.s.  Aip)  hut  h^  ri)v  &val^BMv,  for  his  impudence  j  that  is,  M 
his. confident  and  continued  urgency,  admitting  no  rt^ 
filial  or  excufe.     So  doth  Grod,  in  fuch  cafes,  allow  atid 
oblige  us  to  deal  with  him,  being  inflant  and  pertinacious 
Ml  Ini.  7.  in  our  requefts,  giving  him  no  reft,  (as  the  phrafe  is  in  the 
Prophet ;)  not  enduring  to  be  put  off,  or  brooking  any 
repulfe ;  never  being  difcouraged,  or  caft  into  defpair,  by 
any  delay  or  femblance  of  negleft.    We  may  wreftle  with 
Gen.  zzzii.  God^  like  Jacob,  and  with  Jacob  may  fay,  I  will  not  let 
^^*  thee  goj  except  thou  blefs  me.     Thus  God  fuffereth  him* 

felf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  and  is  willingly  overcome :  thus 
Omnipotence  may  be  maftered,  and  a  happy  viftory  may 
be  gained  over  Invincibility  itfelf.  Heaven  fometim6  may 
be  forced  by  ftorm,  (or  by  the  aflaults  of  extremely  fer- 
vent prayer ;)  it  affuredly  will  yield  to  a  long  fiege.  Grod 
will  not  ever  hold  out  againft  the  attempts  of  an  obftinate 
Mttt.  xi.     fappliant.     So  the  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffereth  violence^ 

W  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force.    We  read  in  St.  John's 

John  V.  5.  ...  i 

Vid.  Chryf.  Gofpel  of  a  man,  that,  being  thirty-eight  years  difeafed, 

Orat.^'o.  ^*^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  P°^^  ^^  Bethefda  feeking  relief:  him  our 
and  in  Joh.  Lord  pitied  and  helped,  crowning  his  patience  with  mira* 
culous  relief,  and  propofing  it  for  an  example  to  us  of 
perfeverauce.  It  is  faid  of  the  Patriarch  Ifaac,  that  he 
Gen.  XXV.  tntreated  the  Lord  for  his  wife,  lecaiife  fhe  was  barren ; 
^^'  and  the  Lord  was  tntreated  of  him^  and  Rebecca  his  wife 

Vid.  torn,  conceived.  Whereupon  St.  Chryfoftom  d6th  obferve,  that 
vi.Orat.68.jjg  had  perfevered  twenty  years  in  that  petition. 
Lam.iii.35.  Of  good  fuccefs  to  this  practice  we  have  many  af-- 
Ifa.  3txx.  furances  in  holy  Scripture.  The  Lord  is  good  unto  them 
T{i xxy.  3,  that  wait  for  him,  to  the  foul  that  feeketh  him,  Bleffed 
•  m^xi^i  ^^  ^^^  '^^  '^^^  wait  for  him.  None  that  wait  on  him 
1  Chron.  Jhall  be  (learned.  » They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  fkatl 
'Ezr**viii^22  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  Jlrength ;  they  fhall  mount  up  with  wings  as 
Amosv.  4.  eagles  ;  they  Jhall  run,  and  not  be  weary  ;  they  Jhall  walk, 
j5,  '*  *^'  and  not  faint.  So  hath  God  affured  by  his  word,  and  en- 
Pf.  ix.  10.  gaged  himfelf  by  promife,  that  he  will  yield  unto  conftant 

God,  the  periphrafis  of  a  religious  man.  Pf.  ziv.  2,  xxiv.  6.  Iziz.  6.  Ixx.  4.  cxix.  2.  x.  4. 
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and  pttieot  devotion;  fo  that  it  fhall  never  want  good  SERM*: 
focGefs.  VI. 

Without  this  pra£Uce  we  cannot  indeed  hope  to  ob-  " 

tain  thofe  precious  things;  they  will  not  come  at  an 
eafy  rate,  or  be  given  for  a  fong ;  a  lazy  wifli  or  two  can- 
not fetch  them  down  from  heaven.  God  will  not  bedow 
them  at  firft  afking,  or  deal  them  out  in  one  lump  :  but 
it  is  upon  affiduous  foliciting,  and  by  gradual  communi- 
cation, that  he  difpenfeth  them.  So  his  wife  good- will, 
for  many  fpecial  reafons,  difpofeth  him  to  proceed :  that 
we  may  (as  it  becometh  and  behoveth  us)  abide  under  a 
continual  fenfe  of  our  natural  impotency  and  penury ;  of 
our  dependance  upon  God,  and  obligation  to  him  for 
the  finee  collation  of  thofe  beft  gifts :  that  by  fome  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  them  we  may  be  minded  of  their 
worth,  and  induced  the  more  to  prize  them :  that  by 
eameftly  feeking  them  we  may  improve  our  fpiritual  ap- 
petites^ and  excite  holy  affediions :  that  by  much  con- 
verfing  with  heaven  our  minds  may  be  raifed  above 
earthly  things,  and  our  hearts  purified  from  fordid  de- 
fires  :  that  we  may  have  a  conflant  employment  anfwer- 
able  to  the  beft  capacities  of  our  fouls^  worthy  our  care 
and  pain,  yielding  moft  folid  profit  and  pure  delight  unto 
us :  that,  in  fine,  by  our  greater  endeavour  in  religious 
pra&ice  we  may  obtain  a  more  ample  reward  thereof. 

For  the  fame  reafon  indeed  that  we  pray  at  all,  we 
ihould  pray  thus  with  continued  inftance.  We  do  not 
pray  to  inftruS:  or  advife  God ;  not  to  tell  him  news,  or 
inform  him  of  our  wants:  {He  knows  them,  as  our  Sa-Matt. tLs 
viour.  telleth  us,  before  we  afk ;)  nor  do  we  pray  by  dint 
of  argument  to  periuade  God,  and  bring  him  to  our  bent; 
nor  that  by  fair  fpeech  we  may  cajole  him  or  move  his 
aflfe&ions  toward  us  by  pathetical  orations :  not  for  any 
fuch  purpofe  are  we  obliged  to  pray.  But  for  that  it 
becometh  and  behoveth  us  fo  to  do,  becaufe  it  is  a  pro- 
per inftrument  of  bettering,  ennobling,  and  perfe^ing 
our  fouls ;  becaufe  it  breedeth  moft  holy  afTedions,  and 
pure  fatisfaftions,  and  worthy  refolutions ;  becaufe  it 
fittetb  OS  for  the  enjoyment  of  happinefs,  and  leadeth  us 

^4 
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SERM.  thither:  for  fuch  ends  devotion  is  prefcribed;  tad oonftnt 
^    ^^-      perfeverance  therein  being  needful  to  thofe  purpofea^  {p^^f' 
log  by  fits  and  darts  not  fufficing  to  accomplifii'  them,) 
therefore  fuch  perfeverance  is  required  of  us.    Farther, 

V.  Praying  incejfantly  may  import,  that  we  do  wit^ 
all  our  occupations  aiid  all  occurrences  interlace  devoat 
ejaculations  of  prayer  and  praife ;  lifting  up  our  hearts  to 
God/ and  breathing  forth  expreffions  of  devotion,  fuitable 
to  the  objects  and  occafions  which  prefent  themiblvcs. 
This  as  it  nearly  doth  approach  to  the  pundual  accom* 
plifhment  of  what  our  text  prefcribeth,  fo  it  feemeth  ro^ 
Eph.vi.  18.  quired  by  St.  Paul,  when  he  biddeth  us  pray  always  h 
CoUii.  16.  ^vsviMTty  infpirity  and  to  iing  Iv  r^  xaphlu,  in  the  heatt  t 
that  is,  with  very  frequent  elevations  of  fpirit  in  holy 
thoughts  and  deiires  toward  heaven ;  with  opportune  re* 
fentments  of  heart,  directing  thanks  and  praife  to  God. 
We  cannot  ever  be  framing  or  venting  long  prayers 
with  Our  lips,  but  almoft  ever  our  mind  can  throw  pioip 
fiances,  our  heart  may  dart  good  wifhes  upwards;  fb 
that  hardly  any  moment  (any  confiderable  fpace  of  time) 
{hall  pafs  without  fome  lightfome  flafhes  of  devotion*. 
As  bodily  refpiration,  without  intermiflion  or  impediment, 
doth  concur  with  all  our  adlions ;  fo  may  that  breathing 
of  foul,  which  preferveth  our  fpiritual  life,  and  ventilateth 
that  holy  flame  within  us,  well  confpire  with  all  other 
occupations  ^.     For  devotion  is  of  a  nature  fo  fpiritual,  fo 
fub tile,  and  penetrant,  that  no  matter  can  exclude  or  ob- 
flru£):  it.     Our  minds  are  fo  exceedingly  nimble  and  ac- 
tive, that  no  bufinefs  can  hold  pace  with  them,  or  exhauft 
their  attention  and  aftivity.     We  can  never  be  fo  fully 
poflefled  by  any  employment,  but  that  divers  vacuities  of 
time  do  intercur,  wherein  our  thoughts  and  afre6):ions  will 
be  diverted  to  other  matters.    As  a  covetous  man,  what* 

•  Sed  non  fatis  perfpiciunt  quantum  natura  humani  ingenii  vtleaty  qTM 
ita  eft  agilis  et  vclox,  (ic  in  omnem  partem  (ut  ita  diKerim)  fpe6Ut,  ml 
fie  poffit  quidem  aliquid  agere  tan  turn  unum ;  in  plura  vero  non  eodem  die 
modo,  fed  codem  tcmporis  momento,  vim  fuam  impendat.  Qutnt.  i.  12. 

J^kK*  «  4  nfro  wftMTitf.  Nax.  Or,  33* 
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ever  befide  he  is  doings  will  be  carking  about  bis  bags  SERM. 
and  traafures;  an  ambitious  man  will  be  devifing  on  his      VI- 
plots  and  projeds ;  a  voluptuous  man  will  have  his  mind 
in  faiB  difhes  $  a  lafcivious  man  wiU  be  doting  on  his 
imours  ;  a  ftudiotis  man  will  be  muling  on  his  notions ; 
every  noan^  according  to  his  particular  inclination,  will  Vid.  Chtyf. 
hrd  his  bufinefs  and  befprinkle  all  his  anions  with  cares  ^^m  *** 
nd  wiflies  tending  to  the  enjoyment  of  what  he  mod  torn.  v.  p. 
eSeemeth  and  affefteth:  fo  liiay  a  good  Chriftian,  through  '*'  ^^ 
all  his  undertakings^  wind  in  devout  reflections  and  pious 
motions  of  foul  toward  the  chief  obje£):  of  his  mind  and 
afle&ion.     Moft  bufinefles  have  wide  gaps,  all  have  fome 
dunksj  at  which  devotion  may  flip  in.    Be  we  never  fo 
vgently  fet  or  clofely  intent  upon  any  work,  (be  we 
feeding,  be  we  travelling,  be  we  trading,  be  we  fludying,) 
nothing  yet  can  forbid,  but  that  we  may  together  wedge 
io  a  thought  coneerning  God's  goodnefs,  and  bolt  forth  a 
word  of  praife  for  it ;  but  that  we  may  reflect  on  our  (ins, 
•nd  fpend  a  penitential  iigh  on  them ;  but  that  we  may 
defcry  our  need  of  God's  help,  and  difpatch  a  brief  peti- 
tion for  it :  a  God  be  praifedj  a  Lord  have  mercy ^  a  God 
Ueftj  or  God  help  me^  will  nowife  interrupt  or  difiurb  our 
proceedings^^.    As  worldly  cares  and  defires  do  often  in- 
trude and  creep  into  our  devotions,  diftra£ting  and  defiling 
them ;  fo  may  fpiritual  thoughts  and  holy  afleAions  in- 
finuate  themfelves  into,  and  hallow  our  fecular  tranfac- 
tions.     This  practice  is  very  poffibie,  and  it  is  no  lefs  ex- 
pedient: for  that  if  our  employments  be  not  thus  fea- 
Ibned,  they  can  have  no  true  life  or  favour  in  them ;  they 
will  in  themfelves  be  dead  and  putrid,  they  will  be  foul 
and  noifome,  or  at  lead  flat  and  infipid  unto  us. 

There  are  fome  other  good  meanings  of  this  precept,, 
according  to  which  holy  Scripture  (backed  with  good 
reafon)  obligeth  us  to  obferve  it :  but  thofe,  (together 
arith  the  general  inducements  to  the  practice  of  this 
duty,)  that  I  may  not  farther  now  trefpafs  on  your  pa- 
tience, I  fhall  referve  to  another  opportunity. 

*■  EM  MMirm  "iuuMmt^  'EXiifoy  /it,  i  eu«f »  m(^  awn^ifmi  nr  if  %lx!^.  Chryf,  ibid. 
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OF  THE  DUTY  OF  PRAYER. 

I  Thess.  v.  17. 
Pray  without  ceqfing. 

SERM.  \T  HAT  the  prayer  here  enjoined  by  St  Paul  doth  im- 
V^^'  port,  and  how  by  it  univerfally  all  forts  of  devotion  (hoiild 
be  underftood,  we  did  formerly  difcourfe.  How  alfo  ac* 
cording  to  divers  fenfes  (grounded  in  holy  Scripture^  and 
enforced  by  good  reafon)  we  may  perform  this  duty  m^ 
eejfantly^  we  did  then  declare;  five  fuch  fenfes  we  did 
mention  and  profecute:  I  fhall  now  add  two  or  three 
more^  and  prefs  them. 

VI.  Praying  then  tncejfantly  may  imply,  that  we  do 

appoint  certain  times  conveniently  diftant  for  the  pradioe 

of  devotion,  and  carefully  obferve  them.    To  keep  the 

Jews  in  a  conflant  exercife  of  divine  worihip,  God  did 

Dan.  Tiii.    conftitute  a  facrifice,  which  was  called  Tamidhy  (^  iuacwnh^ 

Hcb.xiii.5.'^''^'*)  ^^  continual  facrificc.    And  as  that  facrifice,  being 

Keh.  X.  33.  conftantly  offered  at  fet  times,  was  thence  denominated 

continual;  fo  may  we,  by  pun6tually  obferving  fit  retuma 

of  devotion,  be  faid  to  pray  incejfantly. 

And  great  reafon  there  is  that  we  (hould  do  fo.  For 
we  know  that  all  perfons,  who  would  not  lead  a  loofe 
and  flattering  life,  but  defign  with  good  aifurance  and^ 
advantage  to  profecute  an  orderly  courfe  of  a6tion,  are 
wont  to  diftribute  their  time  into  feveral  parcels ;  aflign- 
ing  fome  part  thereof  to  the  neceffary  refeftion  of  their 
bodies,  foroe  to  the  convenient  relaxation  of  their  minds^. 
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fome  to  tho  dtlpatch  of  their  ordinary  affairs^  fome  alfo  SERM. 
to  familiar  converfation,  and  interchan^ng  good  offices  ^^^^' 
with  their  friends'^;  confidering,  that  otherwife  they  fiiall 
be  uncertain^  and  uriftahle  in  all  their  ways.  And  in  this 
diftribution  of  tirae  devotion  furely  (hould  not  lack  its 
(hare :  it  rather  juftly  claimeth  the  choiceft  portion  to  be 
allotted  thereto,  as  being  incomparably  the  nobleft  part 
of  our  duty,  and  maineli  concernment  of  our  lives.  The 
feeding  our  fouls  and  nouriihing  our  fpiritual  life,  the  re- 
fitihing  our  fpirits  with  thofe  no  lefs  pleafant  than  whole- 
fome  exercifes,  the  driving  on  our  correfpondence  and 
commerce  with  heaven^  the  improving  our  friendihip  and 
intereft  with  God,  are  affairs  which  above  all  others  do 
beft  deferve,  and  rooft  need  being  fecured.  They  muft 
not  therefore  be  left  at  random,  to  be  done  by  the  by,  as 
k  hitteth  by  chance,  or  as  the  fancy  taketh  us.  If  we  do 
not  depute  vacant  feafons,  and  fix  periodical  returns  for 
devotion^  engaging  ourfelves  by  firm  refolution,  and 
inuring  our  minds  by  conftant  ufage  to  the  ftrifil  obferv- 
ance  of  them,  fecluding  from  them,  as  from  facred  en- 
dofures^  all  other  bufineffes;  we  fhall  often  be  danger- 
oaHy  tempted  to  negle£t  it,  we  fhall  be  commonly  liftlefs 
to  it,  prone  to  defer  it,  ^afily  feduced  from  it  by  the  en- 
croachment of  other  affairs,  or  enticement  of  other  plea- 
lores.  It  is  requifite  that  our  fouls  alfo  (no  lefs  than  our 
bodies)  fhould  have  their  meals,  fettled  at  fuch  intervals 
IS  the  maintenance  of  their  life,  their  health,  their  ftrength 
and  vigour  do  require ;  that  they  may  not  perifh  or  lan- 
guifli  for  want  of  timely  repafls ;  that  a  good  appetite 
may  duly  fpring  up,  prompting  and  infligating  to  them ; 
diat  a  found  temper  and  robuli  conftitution  of  foul  may 
be  preferved  by  them. 

Prayers  are  the  bulwarks  of  piety  and  good  confcience, 
die  which  ought  to  be  placed  fo  as  toJank  and  relieve 
one  another,  together  with  the  interjacent  fpaces  of  our 


'  Cur  ipfi  aliquid  forenfibus  negotiis,  aliquid  defideriis  amicorum,  aliquid 
fadonibos  domeftici;^  aliquid  curae  corporis,  nonnihil  Toluptati  quotidie  da- 
mns? driiR/.  i.  19. 
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8ERM.  life ;  that  the  enemy  {the  Jin  which  doth  Jo  eq/Uy  hefot  uii 
VII.     may  not  come  on  between^  or  at  any  time  afiault  i^ 

Heb.xii.  i.  Without  a  force  fufficiently  near  to  reach  and  repel  him. 
In  determining  thefe  feafona  and  meafures  of  time  ac- 
cording to  juft  proportion,  honeft  prudence  (weighing  the 
feveral  conditions,  capacities,  and  circumfiances  of  each 
perfon)  muft  arbitrate.  For  fome  difference  is  to  be  madp 
between  a  merchant  and  a  monk,  between  thofe  who  fol- 
low a  court,  and  thofe  who  refide  in  a  cloider  or  a  coUegff. 
Some  men  having  great  encumbrances  of  bufinefs  and 
duty  by  neceflity  impofed  on  them,  which  confume  much 
of  their  time,  and  engage  their  thoughts;  of  th^m  iQ 
reafon,  neither  fo  frequent  recourfes  to,  nor  fo  long  oonr 
tinuance  in  prayer  can  be  demanded,  as  from  tbof^  who 
enjoy  more  abundant  leifure,  and  freer  fcope  of  thoughts. 
But  fome  fit  times  all  may  and  muft  allow,  which  hq 
avocation  of  bufinefs,  no  diftraCtion  of  care  (hould  purloiq 
from  them. 

Certain  feafons  and  periods  of  this  kind  nature  itfelf 
(in  correfpondence  to  her  unalterable  revolutions)  doti; 
feem  to  define  and  prefcribe :  thofe  which  the  royal  Pro* 

Pfal.xcii.i,phet  recommendeth,  when  he  faith,  It  is  a  good  thing  t^ 

a.  Iv.  17.  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord^  and  to  Jing  praifes  unto  thy 
namej  0  thou  moft  high :  To  Jhew  forth  thy  loving^kindn^ 
every  mornings  and  thy  faithfulnefs  every  night.  £very 
day  we  do  recover  and  receive  a  new  life  from  God  J 
every  morning  we  do  commence  bufinefs,  or  revive  it| 
from  our  bed  of  reft  and  fecurity  We  then  iflue  forth,  ex* 
pofing  ourfelves  to  the  cares  and  toils,  to  the  dangers, 
troubles,  and  temptations  of  the  world  :  then  efpecially 
therefore  it  is  reafonable,  that  we  (hould  facrifice  thank^ 
to  the  gracious  preferver  of  our  life^  and  the  faithful  re* 
ftorer  of  its  fupports  and  comforts ;  that  we  (hould  crave 
his  direction  and^help  in  the  purfuit  of  our  honeft  under- 
takings; that  to  his  prote£lion  from  fin  and  mifchief  we 
{hould  recommend  ourfelves  and  our  affairs ;  that,  by  of- 
fering up  to  him  the  firft-fruits  of  our  diurnal  labours,  we 
fliould  confecrate  and  confign  them  all  to  his  bleflSng; 
Aat  as  we  are  then  wont  to  falute  all  the  wprld^  fo  tbeq 
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chiefly  with  humble  obeifance  we  (hould  accoft  him,  who  SERM. 
is  ever  prefent  with  us,  and  continually  watchful  over  us*  VII. 
Then  alfo  peculiarly  devotion  is  moft  feafonable,  becaufe 
then  ottr  minds  being  lefs  prepoiTefled  and  peftered  with 
other  cares,  our  fancies  becoming  lively  and  gay,  our 
ttemories  frefh  and  prompt,  our  fpirits  copious  and  brifky 
we  are  better  difpofed  for  it. 

Every  night  alfo  reafon  calleth  for  thefe  duties;  re- 
quiring that  we  (hould  clofe  our  bufinefs  and  wind  up  all 
our  cares  in  devotion ;  that  we  (hould  then  blefs  God  for 
his  gracious  prefervation  of  us  from  the  manifold  hazards 
and  the  (ins  to  which  we  flood  obnoxious;  that  we 
(honid  implore  his  mercy  for  the  manifold  neglects  and 
trta%reflions  of  our  duty,  which  through  the  day  paft 
we  have  incurred;  that  our  minds  being  then  fo  tired 
t^th  ftudy  and  ^e,  our  fpirits  fo  wafted  v^ith  labour  and 
toil,  that  we  cannot  any  longer  fuftain  ourfelves,  but  do 
of  our  own  accord  fink  down  into  a  podure  of  death,  we 
ihould,  as  dying  men,  refign  our  fouls  into  God's  hand, 
depoliting  ourfelves  and  our  concernments  into  his  cuf- 
tody,  who  alone  dolh  never  Jleep  nor  Jlumler;  praying 
that  he  would  guard  us  from  all  the  dangers  and  dif- 
tuAances  incident  to  us  in  that  (late  of  forgetfiilnefs,  and 
hiterregnum  of  our  reafon;  that  he  would  grant  us  a 
happy  refurre^on  in  fafety  and  health,  with  a  good  and 
cheerful  mind,  enabling  us  thereafter  comfortably  to  en- 
joy ourfelves,  and  delightfully  to  ferve  him. 

Thus  if  we  do  conftantly  bound  and  circumfcribe  our 
iajs,  dedicating  thofe  moft  remarkable  breaks  of  time 
mfto  God's  fervice,  (ifice  beginning  and  end  do  compre* 
hend  the  whole,  feeing,  in  the  computation  and  ftyle  of 
Mbies^  evening  and  morning  do  conftitutte  a  day ;  we  may ' 
with  fome  good  congruity  be  faid  to  pray  inceftantly. 

Efpecially  if  at  the  middle  diftance  between  thofe  ex- 
Cremes  we  are  wont  to  interpofe  fome  what  of  devotion. 
ter  as  then  ufually  our  fpirits,  being  fomewhat  (battered 
end  fpent,  do  need  a  recruit,  enabling  us  to  pafs  through 
the  refidue  of  the  day  with  its  incumbent  bufinefs ;  fo 
then  it  would  do  well,  and  may  be  requifite,  in  a  meal  of 
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SERM.  devotion  to  refrefh  our  fouls  with  fpiritual  fuftenaace^ 

VII.     drawn  from  the  never-failing  liorehoufe  of  divine  graci^; 

which  may  fo  fortify  us,  that  with  due  vigour  and  alacrity 

we  may  perform  the  enfuing  duties  to  God's  honour  and 

our  own  comfort.    Thus  to  pra£tife  was  the  refolution  of 

PiU.lv.  17.  the  Pfahnift,  that  great  mailer  of  devotion)  Eveningy&iA 

he,  and  morning,  and  at  noon,  will  I  pray,  and  cry  aloud* 

And  this  was  the  cuftom  of  the  noble  Daniel^  from  which 

Dan.Ti.io.no  occaiion  could  divert,  no  hazard  could  deter  him:  He 

kneeled,  faith  the  (lory,  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day, 

and  prayed,  and  gave  (hanks  before  his  God. 

Thefe  are  times  which  it  is  neceflary,  or  very  expedieql, 
that  all  men  (even  perfons  of  higheft  rank,  and  greateft 
employment)  fhould  obferve.  Thefe  even  of  old  were  the 
pra&ices  of  religious  perfons,  not  exprefsly  prefcribed  by 
God's  law,  but  aflumed  by  themfelves ;  gdod  reafon  fug^- 
gefting  them  to  the  firfl  pra^ifers,  and  the  confenting  ex- 
ample of  pious  men  afterward  enforcing  them. 

God  indeed  did  himfelf  in  his  Law,  or  by  his  Prophet^, . 

appoint  public  and  folemn  celebrations  of  worfbip  to  bim*- 

felf,  in  facrifices  (involving  prayer  and  accompanied  ther^ 

with)  conftantly  to  be  offered  every  morning  and  even- 

9  Chron.  ii.  ing :  religious  princes  alfo  did  infiitute  fervices  of  thank£- 

i  Chron.    g^^i"g  ^J^d  praife  to  be  performed  at  thofe  times:  but 

xvi.  40, 41.  there  doth  not  appear  any  direA  inftitution  of  private 

Bzr.iii.3.  devotion,  or  its  circumdances ;  but  the  pradice  thereof 

feemeth  originally  to  have  been  purely  voluntary,  mar 

naged  and  meafured   according   to  the  reafon,  by  the 

choice  of  each  perfon ;  yet  fo,  that  the  pra6lice  of  emi" 

nently  good  men  leading,  and  others  following,  it  grew 

into  a  kind  of  common  law,  or  {landing  rule,  (feeming  to 

carry  an  obligation  with  it,)  to  obferve  the  times  fpe- 

cified. 

Befides  thofe  three  times,  there  were  farther  other  mid- 
dle times  obferved  by  devout  people,  who  had  leifure  and 
difpofition  of  mind  thereto ;  once  between  morning  and 
noon,  and  once  between  noon  and  evening  were  fequef- 
tered  to  that  purpofe :  whence  in  the  AAs  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  day  (that  is,  the  middle  interval  between 
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mxm  and  evening)  is  called  the  hour  of  prayer.    Yea^  SBRIC- 
fome  did  impofe  on  themfelves  the  obfervation  of  two     ^^^' 
other  Umes^  one  between  evening   and    midnight,  theAasUi.  i. 
other  between  midnight  and  mom.    To  which  pradice 
tfaofe' places  in   the  Pfalms  do   feem    to    allude;    Mypf.  ixULs^ 
munUhJhall  praife  thee  with  joyful  lipSy  when  I  remem*^' 
her  thee  on  my  bed,  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the  night- 
watches.    I  prevented  the  dawning  of  the  morning,  and  Vf^.cxix. 
cried  T  Mine  eyes  prevent  the  night-watches ,  that  Imay^^'^*^^^ 
metUiaie  on  thy  word.    And  plainly  the  whole  number  of 
thofe  times,  which  the  Pfalmift  obferved,  is  expreiled  in 
thofe  words :  Seven  times  a  day  will  I  praife  thee,  hecaufeVitX,  cxlx. 
of  thy  righteous  judgments.    Which  examples  whoever  ^^*' 
fliall  choofe  to  follow,   (in  any  meafure,)  he  (hall  do 
wifely  and  commendably ;  he  (hall  certainly  have   no 
caufe  to  repent ;  he  will  find  it  richly  worth  his  while ; 
great  benefit  and  comfort  will  thence  accrue  unto  him. 

If  indeed  Jews  were  fo  liberal  in  afligning,  To  pund:ual 
hi  affording  fuch  portions  of  time  for  yielding  praife^  and 
ofiring  fupplications  unto  God;  how  much  more  free 
aiid  ready,  more  careful  and  diligent,  (hould  we  be  in  this 
way  of  pra£Uce  ?  we  who  have  a  religion  fo  far  more 
fpiritual,  and  exempt  from  corporeal  encumbrances ;  pre* 
eepts  fo  much  more  exprefs  and  clear ;  fo  much  higher 
obligations  and  flronger  encouragements  to  this  duty; 
whom  God  in  efpecial  manner  fo  gracioufly  doth  invite^ 
fi»  powerfully  doth  attra£b  unto  himfelf  ?  But  farther, 

VII-  More  efpecially  this  precept  may  be  fuppofed  to 
ezaft  from  us  a  compliance  in  carefully  obferving  the  Lerit.  xix. 
times  of  devotion  ordained  by  public  authority,  or  fettled^*^-^^^*'  ** 
by  general  cufiom.     This  in  a  popular  and  legal  fenfe  is  keep  my 
doing  a  thing  indeiinently,  when  we  perform  it  fo  often  ^^^*^^J. 
as  is  required  by  law  or  cuftom.    So  the  Apoftle  to  therence  my 
Hebrews  faith  of  the  priefts,  that  they  went  always  m/o  Heb.ll^^6. 
the  tabernacle,  accompli/hing  the  fervice  of  God :  always, 
(bat  is,  at  all  the  folemn  times  appointed.     And  thus  of 
|be  Apoftles  it  is  affirmed  by  St.  Luke,  that  they  were  Lake  nif. 
contismaUy  in  the  temple,  hleffing  and  praifing  God  ;  that  is,  ^^' 
tfaey  confbmtly  reforted  thither  at  the  (lated  times  of  con- 
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8ERM.  courfe  for  prayer.  This  good  reafon  alfo  pUinl^  doth  en-^ 
^^^'  join ;  for  that  the  negle6ling  it  is  not  only  a  diforderly 
behaviour  in  a  matter  of  high  confequence  i  a  criniioal 
difregard  and  difobedience  to  authority;  a  fcandalons 
contempt  of  our  neighbours,  from  whofe  laudable  fafhion 
we  difcoft;  a  wrongful  deferting  the  public,  to  whofe 
good,  mainly  promoted  by  the  public  worfhip  of  God^ 
we  do  owe  the  contribution  of  our  endeavour;  but  a 
heinous  aifront  to  Almighty  God,  who  thereby  is  plainly 
di(honoured,  and  in  a  manner  openly  difavowed ;  a  huge 
prejudice  to  religion,  the  credit  and  power  whereof,  with- 
out vifible  profeffion,  exemplary  compliance^  mutual  con- 
fent  and  encouragement,  cannot  be  upheld.  Were  there 
times  by  law  or  cuftom  defined,  (as  in  fome  places  indeed 
there  are,)  when  all  men  thould  be  required  in  perfon  fo- 
lemnly  to  attend  on  their  prince,  for  profeffing  their  al- 
legiance, or  deferring  any  homage  to  him;  would  not 
thofe,  who  fhould  wilfully  refufe  or  decline  appearance^ 
be  juftly  chargeable  as  guilty  of  difhonouring  and'wroBg^ 
ing  him  ?  would  not  their  fuch  defailance  paTs  for  fuffi- 
cient  proof,  that  they  do  not  acknowledge  him,  that  at 
leaft  they  do  not  much  regard  or  value  him  ?  So,  by  not 
joining  at  dated  times  in  celebration  of  divine  worfliipi 
we  may  be  well  conceived  wholly  to  difclatm  God,  or 
greatly  to  difefteem  him ;  to  (light  religion,  as  a  thing  in- 
fignificant  and  unprofitable.  Do  we  not  indeed  tlrareby 
more  than  indmate^  that  we  little  believe  God  to  be  our 
fovereign  Lord  and  Governor ;  that  we  ftand  in  no  great 
awe  or  dread  of  him ;  that  we  are  not  much  fenfible  of  his 
benefits  and  mercies ;  that  we  repofe  fmall  truft  or  hope 
in  him ;  that  we  do  not  take  ourfelves  much  to  want  his 
protection,  his  guidance,  his  afliAance,  his  favoiu*  and 
mercy  ?  Are  we  not  in  effeft  like  to  thofe  in  Job,  who  Jay 
JdbxTliA,tinto  Godf  Depart  from  us;  for  we  dejire  not  the  knotul&Ige 
^*"  .  qfthy  ways?  What  is  the  Almighty,  that  we  Jhtmld  ferve 
him  P  or  what  profit  Jhall  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  himf 
Thus  the  ftanders-by  commonly  (fome  fo  as  to  be  much 
ofiended  at,  others  fo  as  to  be  corrupted  by  our  bad  ex- 
ample) will  interpret  this  negleft :  and  fo  affuredly  G^ 
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hunfelf  will  take  it  bjiffn  us,  and  accordingly  deal  with  SERM. 
us.    As  he  claimeth  this  public  attendance  on  him  for  his     ^^' 
due :  (Give,  prodaimeth  he  by  the  mouth  of  one  of  his  pfai.  niz. 
great  Heralds^  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  mighty,  give  unto  *•  a«^v«««* 
the  Lord  glory  andjhength :  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory 
due  to  his  name :  worjhip  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holi^ 
nefs :)  fo  if  we  to  his  wrong  and  difgrace  refufe  to  yield 
itj  we  ihall  certainly  find  anfwerable  refentment  and  re- 
compenfe  from  him :  that  as  we  are  carelefs  to  ferveliim^ 
fo  he  will  be  unmindful  to  blefs  us ;  as  we  are  backward 
to  avow  and  glorify  him^  fo  he  will  not  be  forward  to 
own  and  grace  us ;  as  we  do  fo  deny  him  before  men,  fo 
he  will  deny  us  b^efore  them  alfo.    What  other  meafure9Tim.it 
indeed  can  we  imagine^  or  expeA  to  receive  ?  Will  God,  JJ^^  ^  ^^ 
think  we^  be  fo  partial  and  fond  to  us,  fo  difregardful  and  Luke  ix.«s. 
injurious  toward  himfelf,  that  he  will  vouchfafe  to  appear"^'  ^' 
in  favour  to  us,  when  we  deign  not  to  appear  in  refpeA  to 
him  ?  that  he  will  openly  tender  our  repute,  when  we  ap« 
parently  difregard  his  honour  ?  that  he  will  employ  his 
wifdom>  or  exert  his  power^  in  our  behalf,  when  we 
icarce  will  think  a  thought,  or  fiir  a  ftep,  for  his  fervice  ? 
Can  we  hope  that  he  will  freely  difpenfe  profperous  fuc- 
oefs  to  our  enterprifes,  when  we  either  care  not  or  fcom 
to  implore  his  help  ?  that  he  will  reach  forth  undeferyed 
Uefiings  to  us,  when  we  fubtrad:  due  praifes  from  him  ? 
that  be  will  any  wife  fhew  himfelf  bountiful  and  merciful 
toward  us,  when  we  fo  palpably  are  injuft  and  ingrateful 
toward  him?  No,  furely  he  f comet h  the  f comers j  and,Pfov.iii.a4. 
whofoever  dejpifeth  him,  Jhall  be  lightly  ejleemed :  fo  he 
exprefsly  hath  threatened ;  and  feeing  he  is  both  infallibly 
trucy  and  invincibly  able,  we  may  reafonably  prefume  that 
he  will  accomplifli  his  word. 

VIII.  Laftly,  Praying  incejfantly  may  import  at  large  a 
frequency  in  devotion.  This  the  words  at  lead  do  exa£t 
or  neceflarily  imply,  however  expounded.  For  doing  in* . 
c^antly  cannot  imply  lefs  than  doing  frequently  :  in  no 
tolerable  fenfe  can  we  be  faid  to  do  that  continually, 
which  we  do  feldom :  but  it  is  an  ordinary  fcheme  of 
^leech  to  lay  that  a  man  doth  that  alw;ays,  w  ich  be  is 
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8ERM.  wont  to  do^  and  performeth  often.  A&  of  the  pious  fol* 
VII.  dier  Cornelius  it  is  laid,  that  he  gave  much  alms  to  ths 
ABm  z.  9.  people^  and  prayed  to  God  always;  and  of  Anna  the  pro- 
tiikeu.a7.pheter8,  that  (he  departed  not  from  the  temple^  but  ferved 
God  unth prayers  andfq/iings  night  and  day;  that  is^  (bo 
frequently  reforted  to  the  temple^  and  ferved  God  with 
an  ailiduous  confiancy.  As  the  words  may  bear  an4  Ao 
involve  this  fenfe^  fo  doth  the  reafon  of  the  cafe  enfiorce 
it :  for  very  juft,  very  fit,  very  needful  it  is  to  praQSSo 
thus.  There  is  ever  at  hand  abundant  reafon  for,  and 
appofite  matter  of,  devotion ;  therefore  no  large  ipace  of 
time  fliould  pafs  without  it:  there  be  perpetually  de- 
pending many  caufes  thereof;  whence  there  is  not  to  be 
allowed  any  long  vacation  from  it.  As  every  moment  we 
from  God's  mercy  and  bounty  partake  great  favours;  fo 
ihould  we  often  render  thanks  and  praife  for  them  :  for 
perpetually  to  receive  courtefies,  and  rarely  to  return  ac-^ 
knowledgments,  is  notorious  ingratitude  and  iniqtuty. 
We  frequently  (and  in  a  manner  continually)  do  fidl  into 
fins ;  often  therefore  we  are  obliged  to  confefs  fins,  we  al^ 
concerned  to  deprecate  wrath,  and  beg  mercy ;  otherwiib 
we  muft  long  crouch  under  the  fore,  burden  of  guilt,  the 
fad  dread  of  punifhment,  the  bitter  pangs  of  remorfe,  or 
the  defperate  hazard  of  (lupid  obduration.  Whatever  wo 
defign  or  undertake,  toward  the  good  management  and 
happy  fuccefs  thereof,  we  (being  ignorant  and  impotent 
creatures)  do  need  the  guidance,  the  ailiftance,  and  the 
bleflSng  of  God ;  fo  often  therefore  it  is  requifite  that  we 
ihould  be  feeking  and  fueing  for  them :  if  not,  we  do  not 
only  tranfgrefs  our  duties,  but  fondly  negle£l:  or  foully 
betray  oiu*  own  concernments.  The  caufes  therefore  oif 
devotion  being  fo  conftant,  the  eS^&s  in  fome  corre- 
fpondence  (hould  be  frequent. 

Such  frequency  i^  indeed  nece0ary  for  the  breeding, 
the  nourifhment,  the  growth  and  improvement  of  all 
piety.  Devotion  is  that  holy  and  heavenly  fire,  which 
darteth  into  our  minds  the  light  of  fpiritual  knowledge, 
which  kindleth  in  our  hearts  the  warmth  of  holy  defires : 
if  therefore  we  do  continue  long  abfent  from  it^  a  night 
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of  darknefs  will  overfpread  our  minds^  a  deadening  cold-'SERlVf. 
nefs  will  feize  upon  our  affeftions.  It  is  the  bed  food  of  ^^' 
our  fouls,  which  preferveth  their  life  and  health,  which 
repaireth  their  ftrength  and  vigour,  which  rendereth  them 
lufly  and  active :  if  we  therefore  long  abftain  from  it,  we 
fliall  ftarve,  or  pine  away ;  we  (hall  be  faint  and  feeble  in 
all  religious  performances  ;  we  (hall  have  none  at  all,  or  a 
-feiy  languid  and  meagre  piety. 

To  maintain  in  us  a  conflant  and  Aeady  difpofition  to 
obedience,  to  correft  our  perverfe  inclinations,  to  curb 
our  unruly  paffions,  to  (Irengthen  us  againft  temptations, 
to  comfort  us  in  anxieties  and  diftrelTes,  we  do  need  con- 
tinual fupplies  of  grace  from  God  ;  the  which  ordinarily 
are  communicated  in  devotion,  as  the  channel  which  con- 
veyetli,  or  the  inftrument  which  helpet  to  procure  it,  or 
the  condition  upon  which  it  is  granted.  Faith,  hope, 
love^  fpiritual  comfort,  and  joy,  all  divine  graces  are 
'  chiefly  elicited,  exprefled,  exercii'ed  therein  and  thereby : 
it  is  therefore  needful  that  it  fhould  fequently  be  ufed; 
feeing  otherwife  we  (hall  be  in  danger  to  fail  in  difcharg- 
ing  our  chief  duties,  and  to  want  the  heft  graces. 

It  b  frequency  of  devotion  alfo  which  maintaineth  that 
friendfliip  with  God,  which  is  the  foul  of  piety.  As  fa- 
miliar converfation  (wherein  men  do  exprefs  their  minds 
and  afie£tions  mutually)  breedeth  acquaintance,  and  che- 
riflieth  good-will  of  men  to  one  another ;  but  long-for- 
bearance thereof  diflblveth  or  flackeneth  the  bonds  of 
amity,  breaking  their  intimacy,  and  cooling  their  kind- 
nefs :  fo  is  it  in  refpe6i:  to  God ;  it  is  frequent  converfe 
with  him,  which  begetteth  a  particular  acquaintance  with  ' 
him^  a  mindful  regard  of  him,  a  hearty  liking  to  him,  a 
ddightfiil  tafte  of  his  goodnefs,  and  confequently  a  iincere 
and  folid  good-will  toward  him ;  but  intermiflion  thereof 
produceth  eftrangement  or  enmity  toward  him.  If  we  fel- 
dom  come  at  God,  we  (hall  little  know  him,  not  much 
care  for  him,  fcarce  remember  him,  reft  infenfible  of  his 
love,  and  regardlefs  of  his  favour ;  a  coldnefs,  a  (hynefs,  a 
diftafte^  an  antipathy  toward  him  will  by  degrees  creep 
upon  ui«    Abftioence  from  his  company  and  prefence 
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SERM.  will  caft  us  into  converfations  deftrudive i>r  prejudiciid  toft 
Vn.  our  friendfliip  with  him;  wherein  foon  wc  (hoU  o6ntFa&«; 
familiarity  and  friendfliip  with  his  enemies^  (the  worldf^ 
and  the  flefh^)  which  are  inconfiAent  with  love  to  hiqi^.i 
which  will  difpofe  us  to  foi^get  him^  or  to  diilike  and 
loathe  him. 

It  is^  in  fine,  the  frequency  of  devotion  which  alone  can. 
fecure  any  pra£lice  thereof,  at  leaft  any  pra£tice  tbereq^^ 
duly  qualified ;  fo  hearty,  fo  eafy,  fo  fweet  and  dqlightful' 
as  it  fhould  be.  We  have  all  a  natura]  averfenefs  or  in-, 
difpofition  thereto,  as  requiring  an  abftra&ion  of  thoughts 
atid  afTe&ions  from  fenfible  things,  and  a  faflening  them 
upon  obje£ls  purely  fpiritual ;  a  rearing  our  heavy  fpiritv 
above  their  common  pitch ;  a  (laying  and  fettling  our 
roving  &ncies ;  a  compofing  our  vain  hearts  in  a  fober 
and  fteady  frame,  agreeable  to  devotion :  to  effeA  which' 
things  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty  and  pain ;  which 
therefore,  without  much  ufe  and  exercife,  cannot  be  ac- 
compliflied;  but  with  it,  may;  fo  that  by  frequent  pnu> 
tice,  the  bent  of  our  heart  being  turned,  the  firangeneft  of 
the  thing  ceafing,  the  difficulty  of  the  work  being  fur- 
mounted,  we  ihaJl  obtain  a  good  propenfion  to  the  duty^ 
and  a  great  fatisfa£lion  therein. 

This  will  render  the  way  into  God's  prefence  fmooth 

and  paflTable ;  removing,  as  all  other  obftacles,  fo  particu* 

larly  thofe  of  fear  and  doubt  in  refpeS:  to  God,  which 

may  deter  or  difcourage  us  from  approaching  to  him«i 

God  being  mod  holy  and  pure,  mod  great  and  gloriouSt 

we,  fenfible  of  our  corruption  and  vilenefs,  may  be  fearful 

and  (by  of  coming  near  unto  him.  *  But  when,  coming 

Kal,  xxxiv.  into  his  prefcncc,  we  do  find,  thatfuch  as  his  majefiy  is^ 

fuck  is  bis  mercy ;  when  we  do  tqfte  and  fee  that  the  Lord 

xvi.  11.      Is  goods  when  by  experience  we  Teel,  that  in  his  prefencet 

Pfal.xxxvi.  there  is  fulness  of  joy  ;  being  abundantly  satisfied  with  the 

Uiii.  5.      fatnefs  of  his  houfe;  having  our  fouls  therefotisfied  as  with 

lx«iv.  10.  ffiarrow  and  fatnefs  ;  finding,  tliat  a  day  in  his  courts  %$ 

letter  than  a  thoufand  fpent  otherwhere ;  perceiving  that 

he  biddeth  U9  welcome,  that  he  treateth  us  kindly,  th^t 

he  (endeth  us  away  refreflied  with  fwe^teft  comforts,  and 
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rewarded  with  inoft  excellent  benefits ;  this  wiU  not  only  SERBiL 
reconcile  bu^  hearts  to  devotion^  but  draw  us  into  a  cor-     Vl^- 
dial  liking  and  earned  defire  thereof;  fuch  as  the  Pfalmift 
exprefletbj  when  he  faith^  My  fmd  longeth,  yea,  even^- imir, 
famtetk,  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord :  my  heart  and  my  ^' 
fiejh  crieth  out  for  the  living  God.    This  will  engage  us 
into  ftrong  refolutions  of  conftantly  praftifing  it ;  fuch  as 
the  fiune  holy  perfon  again  declareth  in  thefe  words ;  JPf*  czyI.  1, 
love  the  Lord,  lecatife  he  hath  heard  my  voice  and  myjup^^' 
plications:  Becatife  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me,  there^ 
fife  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live.    Hence^  inftead 
of  a  fufpicious  eftrangednefs,  a  fervile  dread^  or  an  hoflile 
difafieftion  toward  God^  there  will  fpring  up  an  humble 
confidence,  a  kindly  reverence,  a  hearty  love  toward  him; 
which  will  upon  all  occafions  drive  us  to  him,  hoping  for 
his  friendly  fuccour,  longing  after  his  kind  embraces.    So 
will  the  frequency  of  devotion  render  it  facile  and  plea- 
fanL     Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  difufe  thereof  will  make 
it  at  any  time  hard  and  irkfome  ;  firengthening  and  in- 
creafing  our  natural  averfenefs  thereto :  performing  it 
feldom,  we  (hall  never  perform  it  well,  with  that  attention, 
that  aflfedion,  that  promptitude,  that  willingnefs  and  ala- 
crity, which  are  due  thereto. 

According  to  fo  many  fenfes,  in  fo  many  refpefts,  may 
we,  and  (hould  we  obferve  this  precept.  From  thus  pray- 
ing continually  there  can  be  no  good  exception  or  juft 
ezcufe.  The  moft  common  pleas  that  will  be  alleged  for 
the  omiffion  thereof  are  two ;  one  drawn  from  external 
avocations,  the  other  from  internal  indifpofitions  ob- 
fbn&ing  it :  both  of  which  are  fo  far  from  being  good, 
that  being  fcanned,  they  will  foon  appear  ferving  rather 
to  aggravate  than  to  excufe  or  abate  the  negle£t. 
'  I.  I  cannot,  faith  one,  now  attend  to  prayers,  becaufe 
I  am  not  at  liberty,  or  at  leifure,  being  urgently  called 
away,  and  otherwife  engaged  by  important  affairs.  How 
much  a  flam  this  apology  is  we  fhall  prefently  defcry,  by 
aflung  a  few  queflions  about  it. 

I.  Do  we  take  devotion  itfelf  to  be  no  bufinefs,  or  a 
bafineft  of  no  confideration  ?  Do  we  conceit,  when  we 
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S£RM.  pay  God  his  debts,  or  difcharge  our  duties  tow|u*d  hiniy 

VII.     when  we  crave  his  aid  or  mercy,  when  we  folicit  the  main 

""""""""^  concernments  of  our  foul,  (yea,  of  our  body  alfo  and  iti 

efiate,)  that  we  are  idle  or  mifemployed }  that  we  laviih 

our  time,  or  lofe  our  pains? 

2.  What  other  affairs  can  we  have  of  greater  moment 
or  neceflity  than  tliis  ?  Can  there  be  any  obligation  more 
indifpenfable  than  is  that  of  yielding  due  refpeA  and  fervicp 
to  our  Maker,  our  great  Patron,  our  mod  liberal  Bene*, 
factor  ?  Can  there  be  any  intereft  more  clofe  or  weighty 
than  this,  of  providing  for  our  fouls*  eternal  heald^  and 

Luke  X.  94.  happinels  ?  Is  not  this  indeed  the  great  work,  the  only 
Job  XXIII.  fi^cejfary  matter^  in  comparifon  whereto  all  other  occu- 
^irlxtM  pations  are  mere  trifling,  or  unprofitable  fiddling  about 
Wi^'^\u  nothing  ?  What  will  all  other  bufinefs  fignify,  what  will 
?'»'^?^  come  of  it,  if  this  be  neglefted?  Bufy  we  may  be,  we 
Coftft.  Apoft,  may  plod,  we  may  drudge  eternally ;  but  all  to  no  end. 
All  our  care  is  in  effedt  improvidence,  all  our  induftry  may 
be  well  reckoned  idlenefs,  if  God  be  not  ferved,  if  our 
fouls  are  not  fecured. 

3.  If  we  furvey  and  prize  all  worldly  bufinefles,  which 
among  them  will  appear  fo  importunate  as  to  demand,  fo 
greedy  as  to  devour,  fo  worthy  at  lead  as  to  deferve  all 
our  time,  that  we  cannot  fpare  a  few  minutes  for  main- 
taining our  mod  pleafant  intercourfe,  and  moft  gainful 
commerce  with  heaven  ?  What  are  the  great  btifinefles 
of  the  world  ?  what  but  fcraping  and  fcrambling  for  pelf, 
contriving  and  compaffing  defigus  of  ambition,  courting 
the  favour  and  refpedl  of  men,  making  provifion  for  carnal 
pleafure,  gratifying  fond  curiofity  or  vain  humour  ?  And 
do  any  of  thefe  deferve  to  be  put  into  the  fcale  againft^ 
ihall  all  of  them  together  be  able  to  fway  down  our  fpi- 
ritual  employments?  Shall  thefe  images,  thefe  (hadows 
of  bufinefs,  fupplant  or  crowd  our  devotion ;  that  which 
procureth  wealth  inedimably  precious,  pleafure  infinitely 
fatisfadory,  honour  incomparably  noble  above  all  this 
world  can  afford  ?  If  the  expence  of  time  be,  as  the  Phi- 

Theophr.     lofopher  faid,  voXursXifUTOv  avoLKc/ofML,  the  moji  precious  eX" 
pence  that  can  be  3  how  can  it  better  be  laid  out  than 
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6jxm  the  xk^orfhieft  things,  fucb  as  devotion  alone  can  SERH ; 
aflbrd  the  purchafe  and  poffeffion  of?  True  virtue,  found  ^^^ 
^vvifdohi^  a  quiet  confcience,  and  fteady  tranquillity  of 
mind,  the  love  and  fiivour  of  God,  a  title  unto  endlefg 
jojr  and  blifs,  are  purely  the  gifts  of  Heaven  ;  and  thence 
4cy  will  not  defcend  of  themfelves,  but  prayer  muft  fetch 
4faem  down*  If  nothing  then  in  the  world  be  comparable 
to  thoie  things,  how  can  any  time  be  fo  well  fpent  as  in 
prayer,  which  acquireth  them ;  which  alfo  beft  fecureth 
nHbatever  we  have,  and  is  the  readied  way  to  procure 
whatever  we  want  ? 

4.  Should  we  not  fkrther,  honeftly  comparing  things, 
eafily  difcem,  that  it  is  no  fuch  indifpenfable  bufinefs, 
but  rather  indeed  fome  bafe  dotage  on  lucre,  fome  in- 
feigfing  bait  of  pleafure,  fome  bewitching  traCnfport  of 
fitncy,  that  crdfleth  our  devotion  ?  Is  it  not  often  a  com* 
piimental  vifit,  an  appointment  to  tattle  or  to  tipple,  a 
i&atch  for  fport,  a  wild  ramble  in  vice  or  folly,  that  fo 
deq>l7  engi^geth  us  to  put  off  our  duty  ? 

5.  Yea,  is  it  not  commonly  floth  rather  than  adivity, 
an  iaverfeneft  from  this,  rather  than  an  inclination  to  any 
other  employment,  which  diverteth  us  from  our  prayers  ? 
Is  not,  I  fay,  the  true  reafon  why  we  pray  fo  feldom,  not 
becaufe  we  are  very  bufy,  but  becaufe  we  are  extremely 
idle ;  fo  idle,  that  we  cannot  willingly  take  the  pains  to 
unfcrew  our  affeftions  from  fenfible  things,  to  reduce  our 
wandering  thoughts,  to  compofe  our  hearts  into  a  right 
frame,  to  bend  our  untoward  inclinations  to  a  compliance 
with  our  duty  ?  Is  it. not  becaufe  we  do  not  feel  that  fa- 
vour and  fatisfa£tion  in  thefe,  which  we  do  in  other  trivial 
and  worthlefs  employments,  nor  will  be  at  the  trouble  to 
work  fuch  difpofitions  in  our  fouls  ?  Do  we  not  betake 
onrfelves  to  other  converfations  and  commerces  merely 
for  refuge,  fhunning  this  intercourfe  with  God  and  with 
ourfelves  ?  Thefe,  I  fear,  are  oftener  the  real  caufes  of  our 
negle&ing  devotion,  than  any  fuch  mighty  avocations 
which  we  pretend. 

6.  But  were  there  indeed  not  only  a  counterfeit  or 
imaginary,  but  a  real  competition  between  devotion  and 
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SSRM.  other  lawful  bufineft,  which,  in  reafon,  (hould  earry  it) 
VII.  in  confcience,  which  of  the  two  (hould  be  forborne  or 
fufpended?  Is  it  not  evidendy  better,  that  the  purfuit  of 
our  temporal  intereAs^  whatever  they  be,  (houid  be  a 
little  checked,  than  that  our  affairs  of  everlafting  confer 
quence  ihould  be  quite  laid  afide  ?  that  we  (hould  venture 
a  fmall  impairing  of  our  eftate,  than  furely  endamage 
our  fouls?  that  we  hazard  to  difappoint  or  difpleaie 
a  man,  than  dare  to  affront  and  offend  the  Almighty 
God? 

7.  Were  it  not  (Irangely  abfurd  and  unhandfome  to 
fay»  I  cannot  wait  on  God,  becaufe  I  rouft  (peak  with  a 
friend ;  I  cannot  go  to  church,  although  God  calleth  me 
thither,  becaufe  I  muft  hafie  to  market ;  I  cannot  (land  to 
pray,  becaufe  I  am  to  receive  money,  or  to  make  up  a 
bargain ;  I  cannot  difcharge  my  duty  to  God^  becaufe  a 
greater  obligation  than  that  doth  lie  upon  me  ?  How  tm*  . 
conceivable  an  honour,  how  unvaluable  a  benefit  is  it, 
that  the  incompreheniibly  great  and  glorious  Majefiy 
of  heaven  doth  vouchfafe  us  the  liberty  to  approach  (b 
near  unto  him,  to  converfe  fo  freely  with  him,  to  de- 
mand and  derive  from  his  hand  the  fupply  of  all  our 
needs,  and  fatisfa&ion  of  all  our  reafonable  defires  ?  and 
is  it  then  juft  or  feemly,  by  fuch  comparifons  to  diP- 
parage  his  favour,  by  fuch  pretences  to  baffle  with  his 
goodnefs  ? 

Put  the  cafe  our  prince  (hould  call  for  us  to  fpeak  with 
him  about  matters  nearly  touching  his  fervice  and  our 
welfare  5  would  it  be  according  unto  duty,  difcretion,  or 
decency,  to  reply,  that  we  are  at  prefent  bufy,  and  have 
no  leifure,  and  muft  therefore  hold  ourfelves  excufed;  biit 
that,  if  he  will  flay  awhile,  at  another  time,  when  we 
have  lefs  to  do,  we  (hall  be  perhaps  difpofed  to  wait  upon 
him  ?  The  cafe  is  propounded  by  our  Lord  in  that  pa- 
rable, wherein  God  is  reprefented  as  a  great  man,  that 
had  prepared  a  feaft,  and  invited  many  guefls  thereto  ^ 
Matt.xxii.  but  tiey  excufed  them felves  :  Onefaidy  that  he  hadpur^ 
Loke  idv.    chofed  land,  and  muft  needs  go  out  to  fee  it ;  another  had 
le,  &c.       louglu  five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  muft  go  to  prove  them;  an^ 
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id^  had  fnarried  a  wife,  and  therefore  could  not  come;  SERK 
Tbefe  indeed  were  affiurs  confiderable,  as  this  world  hath     VIi; 
any;  bat  yet  the  excufes  did  not  fatisfy^  for,  notwith- "e*^* m 
flanding,  the  great  perfon  was  angry,  and  took  the  °%'*'*^^!f' 
leA  in  huge  diidain.  fa^tt,  arc. 

.  8.  Moreover,  if  we  reflefl:  what  vaft  portions  of  t^c^J^-^j^, 
we  fqoander  away  upon  our  petty  matters,  upon  vo-ii. 
laptuous  enjoyments,  upon  fruitlefs  paftimes,  upon  im- 
pertinent talk ;  how  can  we  fatisfy  ourfelves  in  not  allot- 
ting competent  time  for  God's  fervice,  our  own  falvatiooj 
and  the  fiiture  everlafUng  (late  ?  Doth  not  he,  who,  with 
the  continuance  of  our  life,  beftoweth  on  us  all  our  time^ 
deferve  that  a  pittance  of  it  fhould  be  referved  for  him* 
ielf  ?  Can  all  the  world  duly  claim  fo  great  an  allowance 
thereof  ?  May  not  our  foul  (which  is  far  our  nobkft  part, 
which  indeed  is  all  ourfelves)  juftly  challenge  a  good  (hare 
of  our  time  to  be  expended  on  it  ?  or  (hall  this  mortal 
huflc  engrofs  it  all  ?  Mud  eternity,  which  comprehendeth 
all  time,  have  no  time  belonging  to  it,  or  allotted  for  its 
concernments  ? 

9.  Again,  is  it  not  great  imprudence  fo  to  lay  our  bu* 
finefs,  that  any  other  matter  (hall  thwart  or  thruft  out  de- 
votion ?  Eaiily  with  a  little  providence  may  things  be  fo 
ordered,  that  it,  without  interfering  or  juftling,  may  well 
confift  with  all  other  both  needful  bufinefs,  and  convenient 
divertifement ;  fo  that  it  (hall  neither  obftru£t  them,  nor 
.they  extrude  it :  and  are  we  not  very  culpable,  if  we  do 

not  ufe  lo  much  providence  ^  ? 

10.  In  truth,  attending  upon  devotion  can  be  no  ob- 
fiacle,  but  will  be  great  furtherance  to  all  other  good  bu- 
finefi.  It  is  the  mod  fure,  moft  pleafant,  moft  advan- 
-tageous  and  compendious  way  of  tranfa£ling  afiairs,  to 
>iniz  prayers  and  praifes  with  them ;  it  is  the  bed  oil  that 

can  be,  to  make  the  wheels  of  a6^ion  go  on  fmoothly  and 
fpeedily:  it  not  only  fan£tifieth  our  undertakings,  but 
much  promptetb  and  exceedingly  fweeteneth  the  manage- 

•  n^n  /Ufy  •ir#  rirr#  fynJUi^Mi  9b  /UMfiv^  ri  i(MiA.Srd«i  rfirm  w^uyfumt 
irx4Sfi,  JMi2  Twk  ^vvtMif  tSrm  wr^o^XUf^m  im  irrnvrig,  its  f^nk  {Mtfrnv  ilf  t»     ' 
wdwtm  kmymmAtt^  i^ur  <%«JU».  Ckiyf,  m  JtA.  L  14.  {Or.  11.) 
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SEIIM.  ment  6(  them.  For  the  confcience  of  having  Vendn^ 
^^'  noto  God  his  due  refpeGt  and  fervice,  of  having  intrufteX 
ear  affairs  to  his  care,  of  having  confequently  engaged 
his  proteAioft  and  aififtance  for  us,  will  difpofe  os  to  do 
things  with  a  courageous  alacrity  and  comfortable  'figftift 
fBL&ioet ;  will  fill  us  with  a  good  hope  of  profperinjg ;  will' 
prepare  us  however  to  be  fatisiied  with  the  event,  whatever 
it  (hall  be ;  will  in  effed:  procure  a  bleffing  and  ha^y  fuc- 
ceft,  fuch  as  we  may  truly  rejoice  and  triumph  in,  as  con^ 
ferred  by  Grod  in  favour  to  us.  Whereas  negleding  tfaefil 
duties,  we  can  have  no  folid  content  or  favoitry  com^ 
placence  in  any  thing  we  undertake :  reflecting  on  fadl 
mifbehaviour  (if  we  foe  hot  downright  infideli,  or  obdu- 
rate reprobates  in  impiety)  will  quafh  or  damp  our  cou- 
iBge :  having  thence  forfeited  all  pretence  to  God's  fuc» 
eour,  and  provoked  him  to  crofs  us,  we  muft  needs  Tuf- 
^ft^difappointment :  as  we  have  no  reafonable  ground 
to  hope  for  fuccefs  5  fo  we  cannot,  if  fucccfs  arriveth,  be 
heartily  fatisfied  therein,  or  take  it  for  a  bleiling. 

He  therefore  that  is  fuch  a  niggard  of  his  time,  that 
he  grudgeth  to  withhold  any  part  thereof  from  his  world- 
ly occafions>  deeming  all  time  cad  away  that  is  laid  out  in 
waiting  upon  God,  is  really  moft  unthrifty  and  prodigal 
thereof :  by  not  fparing  a  little,  he  wai^eth  all  his  time  to 
no  purpofe ;  by  fo  eagerly  purfuing,  he  effe6hially  fetteth 
back  his  defigns  j  by  prepofteroufly  affeAing  to  difpatch 
his  affairs,  he  rendereth  them  endlefs,  or,  whiph  is  the 
lame,  altogether  unprofitable. 

atn  fine,  we  may  be  fure  that  no  time  is  fpent  even  fo 
prudently  and  politicly,  with  fo  great  advantage  and  fo 
real  fruit  to  ourfelves,  as  that  which  is  employed-  upoh' 
devotion.     In  facrificing  his  time,  his  pains,  his  fubftance^  • 
any  thing  he  hath  or  can  do,  to  God's  fervice,  no  man 
can  be  a  lofer. 

We  have  alfo  many  examples  plainly  demonftrating  the" 
eonfiftency  of  this  praftice  with  all  other  bufinefs.    Wh6 
ever  had  more  or  greater  affairs  to  manage,  and  who  ever 
managed  them  with  greater  fuccefs,  than  David ;  upon 
whom  did  lie  the  burden  of  a  royal  eftate,  and  the  care- 
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over  a  moft  populous  nation  j  the  which  he  fed  with  a  SEKIL 
faithful  and  true  heart,  and  ruled  prudently  with  aU  his     V^L 
power  j;  who  waged  great  wars,  vanquifbed  mighty  cue-  pf.  ixzviU. 
soiesy  achieved  many  gloriouft  exploiter  underwent  many  7^* 
grievous  trottble9  ?    Yet  could   not  fucfa  engagementir 
diftra£t  or  deprefs  his  mind  from  a  conftant  attendance  on 
devotion.     I  will  btefs  the  Lord  at  all  times*,  his  praifeV{.xxiiw.u 
fadl  be  continually  in  my  mouih.    My  mouth  fhall  Jhiw^^^^^^ 
forth  thy  righteoufnefs  and  thy  Jalvation  all  the  day,    Ixlxy.  at. 
tf4U  ahide  in  thy  tabernacle  for  ever.    So  be  declaredi  hit    *  ^* 
lefolution  and  his  practice.    Who  is  more  preffingly  em- 
ployed than  was  Daniel,  firft  prefident  over  fo  vaft  a  king- 
dom,  chief  minifier  of  (late  to  the  greateft  monarch  on 
earth  ?     Yet  conilantly  thrice  a  day  did  he  pray  and gtvejy^jua.i^ 
thanks  unto  his  God*    Who  can  be  more  entangled  in  va- 
rieties and  intricacies  of  care,  of  pains,  of  trouble,  than 
was  he  that  prefcribeth  unto  us  this  rule  of  praying  con- 
tinually ?  Upon  him  did  lie  the  care  of  all  the  churches  y^  Cor.  zf. 
night  and  day  with  labour  and  toil  did  he  work  for  the'^^^^^uj 
fufienance  of  his  life,  that  he  might  not  (to  the  difparage-t. 
ment  of  the  Gofpel)  burde?i  any  man  ;  perpetually  he  was 
engaged  in  all  forts  of  labour  and  travail,  ever  conflifting 
with  perils,  with  wants,  with  inconveniences  numberlefs  : 
yet  did  he  exadlly  conform  his  praftice  to  his  rule,  being 
no  lefs  indefatigable  and  inceffant  in  his  devotion  than  he 
was  in  his  bufinefs.     Who  ever  managed  a  greater  empire 
than  Conftantine  ?  Yet  every  day^  as  Eufebius  reporteth,. 
atjiated  times,  Jkutting  himfelf  up,  he  alone  privately  did 
converfe  with  his   God^.    The  mort  pious  men  indeed 
have  never  been  idle  or  carelefs  men,  but  always  moft 
bufy  and  active,  moft  induftrious  in  their  callings,  moft 
provident  for  their  families,  moft  officious  toward  their 
friends,  moft  ready  to  ferve  their  country,  moft  abundant 
in  all  good  works  ;  yet  have  they  always  been  moft  con- 
ftant in  devotion.     So  that  experience  clearly  doth  evi- 
dence, how  reconcileable  much  devotion  is  to  much  bu- 

*  KMfHt  Ituiftlf  n/**^  r»xr»tg  \mvrn  lyKXtSm,  fMfot  ftivf  rf  m»rf  ^^•fttftiku 
•if.  B^feh.  dt  yita  Cf{ft.  iv.  33. 
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8BRM.  finefi;  and  that  oonfequently  the  profecii(»n  of  the  ontf-^ 
.  VP'     cannot  weU  palliate  the  negle£t  of  the  other. 

II.  No  better  can  any  man  ward  himfelf  from  blam^ 
by  impi)ting  the  negled  of  devotion  to  foroe  indifpofition 
within  him  thereto.  For  this  is  only  to  cover  one  £eiult 
with  another,  or  to  lay  on  a  patch  more  ugly  than  the 
fore.  It  is,  in  effed,  to  fay  we  may  fin,  becaufe  we  have 
a  mind  to  it,  or  care  not  to  do  otherwife.  Om*  indifpofi-* 
tion  itfelf  is  criminal ;  and,  as  fignifying  fomewhat  ha* 
bitual  or  fettled,  is  worfe  than  a  iingle  omiffion  :  it  ought 
therefore  to  be  corre£ted  and  cured ;  and  the  way  to  do  it 
is,  by  fetting  prefently  upon  the  practice  of  the  duty,  and 
perfifting  refolutely  therein  :  otherwife  how  is  it  poffible 
that  it  (hould  ever  be  removed  ?  The  longer  we  forbear  it, 
the  more  feldom  we  perform  it,  the  ftronger  furely  wilt 
our  indifpoiition  grow,  and  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to 
remove  it.  But  if  (with  any  degree  of  ferioufnels  and 
good  intention)  we  come  indifpofed  to  prayer,  we  may^ 
thereby  be  formed  into  better  difpofition,  and  by  con*-' 
tinual  attendance  thereon,  we  fhall  (God's  grace  oo-^ ' 
operating,  which  never  is  wanting  to  ferious  and  honefl 
intentions)  grow  toward  a  perfeA  fitnefs  for  it:  prayer  jjjr  • 
degrees  mil  become  natural  and  delightful  to  us. 


SERMON  Vm. 


OF  THE  DUTY  OF  THANKSGIVING. 


Efhes.  v.  30. 
Oiving  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto  God. 

X  HESE  wordsj  although  (as  the  very  fyntax  doth  im-  SERM. 
mediately  dilcover)  they  bear  a  relation  to,  and  have  a  fit    VHL 
coberenoe  with,  thofe  that  precede,  may  yet,  (efpecially 
confidering  St.  Paul's  ftyle  and  manner  of  expreifion  in 
the  preceptive  and  exhortative  part  of  his  EpifUes,)  with-  vid.  Rom. 
out  any  violence  or  prejudice  on  either  hand,  be  fevered  *|**|'^*^ 
from  the  context,  and  confidered  difiin&ly  by  themfelves. 
And  (to  avoid  encumbrance  by  farther  comparifon)  fo 
taking  them  we  may  obferve,  that  every  fingle  word 
among  them  carries  with  it  fomething  of  notable  em* 
phafis  and  efpecial  fignificancy.    The  firfl  ^Giving  thanks'] 
expreiles  the  fubftance  of  a  duty,  to  which  we  are  ex- 
horted.   The  next  (I  mean,  in  order  of  conftru£tion)  [^o 
God]  denotes  the  objed;  or  term  to  which  it  is  directed. 
The  following  [always]  determines  the  main  circumftance 
of  thb  and  all  other  duties^  the  time  of  performance. 
The  laft  [Jbr  all  things]  declares  the  adequate  matter  of 
the  duty,  and  how  far  it  ihould  extend,    Thefe  particulars 
I  iball  confider  leverally,  and  in  order. 

I.  Firft  then,  concerning  the  duty  itfelf,  to  give  thanks^ 
or  rather^  to  be  thankful;  (for  ffvp^p<r>7y  doth  not  only  fig- 
nify  graiias  agere,  reddere,  dicere^  to  give,  render,  or  de^ 
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8ERM.  clare  thanks^  but  alfo  gralias  habere,  grate  qffeStum  effe, 
VIII.    to  be  thankfully  di/pofed,  to  entertain  a  grateful  aire£tion9 

*"""""""""  fenfe  or  memory :  in  which  more  comprehenfive  notion  I 
mean  to  confider  it,  as  including  the  whole  'duty  or 
virtue  of  gratitude  due  to  Almighty  God  for  all  his  bene- 
fits, favours,  and  mercies ;)  I  fay,  concerning  this  duty 
itfelf,  (abAra£ledly  confidered,)  as  it  involves  a  refped  to 
benefits  or  good  things  received ;  fo  in  its  employment 
about  them  it  imports,  requires,  or  fuppofes  tMTe  follow- 
ing particulars. 

I,  It  implies  a  right  apprehenfion  of,  and  confequently 
a  confiderate  attention  unto,  benefits  conferred.  For  ha 
that  is  either  wholly  ignorant  of  his  obligations,  or  mif* 
takes  them,  or  pafles  them  over  with  a  flight  and  fuper- 

Ff.  cvii.  48.  ficial  view,  can  no  wife  be  grateful.  IVhofo  is  wifcj  and 
will  olJjBTve  thefe  things,  even  they  Jhall  under/land  the 

pf.  Ixiv.  9.  loving' kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  Men  Jhall  fear,  and  Jhall 
declare  the  work  of  God ;  for  they  Jhall  wifely  conjider  q^ 

K.  cxU  9.    his  doings.     The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  Jbught  out  of 

Kztxir.s'oll  that  have  pleq/ure  therein.  0  tq/ie  (firft,  and  then)  fee 
that  the  Lord  is  good. 

This  is  the  method  that  great  mailer  of  thankfgiving 
prefcribes;  firft  experimental  notice,  then  wife  confider- 
ation,  then  grateful  fenfe,  then  public  acknowledgment. 
And  thofe  we  find  both  by  him  and  by  the  Prophet  Ilaiat 
(in  the  very  fame  words)  reprehended  as  wickedly  in- 

Pf.  xxviii.   grateful  perfons,  who  regarded  not  the  work  of  the  Lord, 

*•  nor  coTi/idered  the  operation  of  his  hands.    Tis  part  ther^-* 

fore  of  this  duty  incmubent  on  us,  to  take  notice  of  dili- 
gently, and  carefully  to  confider,  the  divine  benefits ;  not 
to  let  them  pa(s  undifcerned  and  unregarded  by  us,  at 
perfons  either  wofuUy  blind,  or  ftupidly  drowfy,  or  to- 
tally unconcerned. 

'Tis  a  general  fault,  that  the  moft  common  and  fre- 
quent, the  moft  obvious  and  confpicuous  favours  of  God, 
(like  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  nature,  which,  as  Ari- 
ftotle  obferves,  though  in  themfelves  moft  admirable,  are 
yet  leaft  admired,)  the  conftant  rifing  of  the  fun  upon  us, 
the  defcent  of  fruitful  ihowers,  the  recourfe  of  temperate 
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feafonsy  the  continuance  of  our  life,  the  enjoyment  of  SERM. 
health,  the  providential  difpenfation  of  wealth,  and  com-    ^^^^' 
.petent  means  of  livelihood,  the  daily  prote£tion  from  in- 
cident dangers,  the  helps  of  improving  knowledge,  ob- 
taining virtue,  becoming  happy,  and  fuch  like  mod  ex- 
cellent benefits,  we  commonly  little  mind  or  regard,  and 
confequently  feldom  return  the  thanks  due  for  them. 
Poffibly  fome  rare  accidents  of  providence,  fome  extra- 
ordinary judgment,  fome  miraculous   deliverance,  may 
roufe  and  awaken  our  attention :  (as  it  is  faid  of  the  If- 
raelites,  fVhe^  he  Jlew  themy  thm  they  fought  him — andPf.  IxxviK, 
remembered  that  Go(fwas  their  rock,  and  the  high  God^^*^^' 
their  Redeemer ;}  but  fuch  advertency  is  not  the  effeS  fo 
much  of  gratitude,  as  of  curiofity  or  of  neceffity :  the 
notable  rarity  invites,  or  fome  powerful  impulfe  com- 
mands our  notice.    But  the  truly  grateful  induftrioufly 
.defign,  and  are  Audious  to  know  throughly  their  obliga- 
tions, that  they  may  be  able  to  render  anfwerable  returns 
for  them. 

2.  Thb  duty  requires  a  faithful  retention  of  benefits 'A;^«fi«-««  ^ 
in  memory,  and  confequently  frequent  reflexions  upon  ^•j^^'j'*'* 
them.     For  he  that  is  no  longer  aiTefted  with  a  benefit 
than  it  incurs  the  fenfe,  and  fuflers  not  itfelf  to  be  difre- 
garded,  is  far  from  being  grateful ;  nay,  if  we  believe  the 
philofopher,  is  ingrateful  in  the  word  kind,  and  higheft 
degree.     For,  Ingratus  eft^  faith  he,  qui  leneficium  ao-  Sen.  iii.  de 
^iff^fi  ^^g^^9  9^0^  ciccepit ;  ingratus  efty  qui  diffimulat ;  ^J^^'  ^^' 
ingratusy  qui  non  reddit :  ingratiffimus  omnium^  qui  obliius 
efl.     He  that  falfely  denies  tlie  reception  of  a  benefit,  and 
he  that  diffembles  it,  and  he  that  doth  not  repay  it,  is  in- 
grateful ;  but  mojl  ingrateful  of  all  is  he  that  forgets  it. 
It  is  a  fign  the  benefit  made  no  deep  impreffion  on  his 
mindyfince  it'lefi  no  difcernible  footftep  there  $  that  he 
hardly  ever  thought  of  making  recompenfe,  fince  he  hath 
iiifiered  himfelf  to  become  altogether  uncapable  of  doing 
it :  neither  is  there  any  hope  of  his  amending  the  paft 
oegle& ;  .no  (bame,  no  repentance,  no  {air  occafion  can 
redeem  him  from  ingratitude,,  in  whom  the  very  remem- 
brance of  his  obligation  is  extingui(hed. 
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8ERM.      If  to  be  fenfible  of  a  prefent  good  turn  deferved  tbe 

vni'    title  of  gratitude^  all  men  certainly  would  be  grateful : 

the  Jews  queftionlefs  were  fo.    When  Almighty  God, 

by  his  wonderful  power  in  extraordinary  ways,  delivered 

them  from  the  tyranny  and  oppreflion  of  their  prevalent 

enemies ;  when  he  caufed  dreams  to  guih  forth  from  the 

bowels  of  a  hard  rock^  to  refreih  their  thirft ;  when  bread 

defcended  from  heaven  in  fhowers^  and  the  winds  were 

winged  with  flefh,  to  fatisiy  their  greedy  defires ;  then 

furely  they  were  not  altogether  unfenfible  of  the  divine 

eoodnefs ;  then  could  they  acknowledge  his  power,  and 

be  forward  enough  to  engage  tbemfelves  in  promifes  of 

correfpondent  obfervance  toward  him   for  the  future. 

But  the  mifchief  was,  immediately  after,  as  the  Pfalmift 

Pf.Uzviii.  complains,  Theyforgat  his  works j  and  the  wonders  he  had 

11. 43.      Jhewed  them  :  They  remembered  not  his  hand,  nor  the  day 

Veh.\x.  17.  when  he  delivered  them  from  the  enemy.    They  refufed  /• 

obey,  neither  were  mindful  of  the  wonders  that  God  did 

DevLi^xxxn.  among  them,  as  Neheniiah  confefles  in  their  behalf.     Of 

^^'  the  rock  that  begat  them  they  were  unmindful,  and  forgoi 

the  God  that  formed  them,  as  it  is  in  Deuteronomy.  They 

diftrufted  his  promifes,  repined  at  his  dealings,  difobeyed 

his  laws,  and  treacheroufly  apoftatifed  from  his  covenant. 

Such  were  the  fruits  of  their  ingrateful  forgetfulnefs ; 

which  therefore  that  people  is  fo  often  charged  with,  and 

fo  (harply  reproved  for  by  the  Prophets, 

On  the  contrary,  we  find  that  great  pattern  of  gratitude, 

^y^oT^'Js-the  royal  Prophet  David,  continually  revolving  in  his 

ever  before  thoughts,  imprinting  upon  his  fancy,  ftudying  and  medi- 

Pf^xxv^'i  ^^"g  upon,  recoUefting  and  renewing  in  his  memory, 

Ixxvii.  11,  therefults  of  divine  favour.    /  will  remember,  faith  he, 

^^\\,^^^' ^' thy  wonders  of  old ;  I  will  mediate  of  all  thy  works,  and 

talk  of  thy  doings  :  and,  I  remember  the  days  of  old;  I 

will  meditate  on  all  thy  works  ;  Imiife  on  the  works  of  thy 

hands :  and^  Blefs  the  Lordy  0  my  foul,  and  forget  not  aJl 

ft  Iziii.  5,  his  benefits :  and,  My  mouth  fhall  praife  thee  with  joyfid 

^  ^*         lips,  when  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  meditate  on 

thee  in  the  night-watches,  becaufe  thou  hqfl  been  my  help. 

No  place  unfit,  it  feems,  no  time  unfeafonable  for  the 
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prafiice  of  this  duty;  not  the  place  defigned  for  reft,  not  SERM. 
tbe  time  due  to  fleep,  but,  as  David  thought,  more  due  to  vni, 
a  wakeful  contentplation  of  the  divine  goodnefs.  Whofe 
vigilant  gratitude  we  (hould  drive  to  imitate,  devoting  our 
mod  folitary  and  retired,  our  moft  fad  and  ferious  thoughts 
(not  the  (Indies  only  of  our  clofet,  but  the  confultations 
aHo  of  Our  pillow)  to  the  prefervation  of  thofe  blefled 
ideas ;  that  neither  length  of  time  may  deface  them  in  our 
&ncyj  nor  other  care  thruft  them  out  thence. 

It  was  a  fktirical  anfwer,  (that  of  Ariflotle,)  and  highly 
o]pprobrious  to  maiikind ;  who,  being  aflced,  T/  ri^t^w 
ff^itrxw^  What  doth  the  foone/l  grow  old?  replied,  Xopi^, 
Thanks :  and  fo  was  that  adagial  verfe,  "A/x*  {Xsijrai,  xci 
^^^^^w'  ^  X^P'^*  Nbfooner  the  courtefy  lorn,  than  the  r€» 
JmtfMnt  thereof  dead.  Such  reproachful  aphorifms  we 
fhould  labour  to  confute,  efpecially  a|  they  are  applicable 
td  the  divine  favours,  by  fo  maintaining  and  cherifliing 
oiir  thanks  for  them,  that  fhey  neither  decay  with  age, 
nor  prematurely  die,  nor  be  buried  in  oblivion ;  but  n)ay 
referable  the  pi£):ures  and  poetical  defcriptions  of  the 
Graces,  thofe  goodly  daughters  of  heaven,  fmiling  always 
with  Ik  never-fading  ferenity  of  countenance,  and  flourifli- 
itsg  in  an  immortal  youth. 

The  middle,  we  may  obferve,  and  the  fafeft,  and  the 
ikireft,  and  the  moft  confpicuous  places  in  cities  are  ufually 
deputed  for  the  eredions  of  ftatues  and  monuments  de- 
dicated to  the  memory  of  worthy  men,  who  have  nobly 
deferved  of  their  countries.  In  Jike  manner  fliould  we  in 
tbe  heart  and  centre  of  our  foul,  in  the  beft  and  higheft 
apartments  thereof,  in  the  places  moft  expofed  to  ordinary 
obfen'ation,  and  moft  fecure  from  the  invafions  of  worldly 
care,  ereA  lively  reprefentations  of,  and  lafting  memorials 
niito,  tlie  divine  bounty ;  conftantly  attending  to  which 
we  may  be  difpofed  to  gratitude.  Not  one  blefling,  not 
tbe  leaft  ikvourable  paflage  of  providence  ought  to  perifti 
with  us,  tfrough  long  ftnce  paft,  and  removed  bCft  of  the 
inhere  of  prefent  fenfc. 

We  mufl  not  in  our  old  age  forget  who  formed  us  inPf.Uxi.  6. 
the  womb^  who  broi:^t  us  into  the  ligfit,  who  fuckled 

vot.  X.  I- 
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SERM.  our  infancy,  who  educated  our  childhood,  who  |^em^ 
^^^^'  our  youth,  who  conduced  our  manhood  through  the 
manifold  hazards,  troubles,  and  difafiers  of  life.  Nor  ia 
our  profperity,  our  aflSuence  of  good  things,  our  pofleflSon 
I>eut.  yi.  of  Canaan,  fliould  we  be  unmindful  of  him  who  relieved 
'  us  in  our  Araits,  who  fupplied  our  wants,  fufhuned  our  ad- 
verfity,  who  redeemed  us  from  Egypt,  and  led  us  through 
the  wildemefs.  A  fucceflion  of  new  and  firefli  benefits 
(hould  not  (as  among  fome  lavages  the  manner  is  for  the 
young  to  make  away  the  old)  fupplant  and  expunge 
ancient  ones,  but  make  them  rather  more  dear  and  vene<' 
rable  to  us.  Time  fhould  not  weaken  or  diminifh,  but 
rather  confirm  and  radicate  in  us  the  remembrance  of 
God's  goodnefs ;  to  render  It,  as  it  doth  gold  and  wine^ 
more  precious  and  more  ftrong.  We  have  ufually  a  me- 
mory more  than  enough  tenacious  of  injuries  and  iU  tuma 
done  to  us :  let  it  ilkver  be  laid,  to  the  difgrace  of  that 
noble  faculty,  that  we  can  hardly  forget  the  difcourtefiies 
of  man,  but  not  eafily  remember  the  f&vours  of  God* 
But  farther, 

3.  This  duty  implies  a  due  efieera  and  valuatioif  <^ 
benefits;  that  the  nature  and  quality,  the  meafure  and- 
qu^ntity,  the  circumftances  and  confequences  of  them  b6 
well  expended ;  elfe  the  gratitude  is  like  to  be  none,  or 
very  defeAive.  For  we  commenfurate  our  thankfulnefii, 
not  fo  much  to  the  intriiific  excellency  of  things,  as  to  our 
peculiar  efiimations  of  them.  A  cynic  perhaps  would  not 
return  more  thanks  for  a  diamond,  than  for  a  pebble;  nor* 
more  gratefully  receive  a  talent  of  gold,  than  an  ounce  of 
copper ;  becaufe  he  equally  values,  or  rather  alike  con^ 
temns  both. 

Wherefore  we  find  our  {neverrto-be-forgotten)  ex- 
ample, the  devout  thankfgiver^  David»  continually  de- 
claring the  great  price  he  fet  upon  the  divine  favours  s 
admiring  and  difplaying  their  tranfcendent  perfe£tioiiSy ' 
their  wonderful  greatnefs,  their  boundlefs  extenfion,  their 
exceflive  multitude,  their  endlefs  duration,  their  advan* 
tageous  circumftancesi  (the  excellent  needfulneft,  con-« 
ysQisnce,  and  feafonable^fifs  of  them ;  togetherwitk  tke 
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ftdoiirablc  ireenefs,  wifdom,  and  power  of  the  Beneiador,  SBRBf . 
fliiiiing  forth  in  and  by.  them.)    I  will  praife  thee,  OLordy     VHI- 
iaith  he^  among  the  people^  I  willjlng  unto  thee  among  the  Pf.  cviii.  a, 
noHons:  for  thy  mercy  is  great  unto  the  heavens^  and  Ihy^ 
fiut/^lnefs  reacheth  unto  the  clouds.    And,  Remember  thePt  or.  y  ?• 
marvellous  works  thai  he  hath  dqncy  his  wonders^  and  the 
judgments  of  his  mouth.     He  is  the  Lord  our  God,  hl% 
judgments  are  in  all  the  earth.    And  again,  Thy  ^ncrcy,  pr.  xzzri. 
0  Lordf  is  in  the  heavens,  thy  faithfulnefs  reacheth  unto^*  ^*  ^' 
the  clouds.    Thy  righteoiifnefs  is  like  the  great  mountains  ; 
thy  judgments  are  a  great  deep :  0  Lord,  thou  prefer ve/i 
man  and  heqft.    How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindnefs,  OP^-c^^^^'- 
God !  and.  How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me,  0^  ' 
Lord!  O  how  great  is  thejum  of  them  I  If  I  Jhoidd  count 
them,  they  are  more  in  number  than  thefand.    And  again,  Pf.cxi.  t. 
His  work  is  honourable  and  glorious,  his  righteoufnefs  en-       *  ^ 
durethfor  ever:  and,  The  Lord  is  good  to  all^  and  ^^i^ Pf. Ucriii. 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works  .*  and,  Blejfed  be  the^^ 
Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us  with  his  benefits. 

In  fuch  manner  ought  we  diligently  to  furvey  and  ju- 
dicioufly  to  eftiraate  the  eiTe^ls  of  divine  beneficence,  ex- 
amining every  part,  and  defcanting  upon  every  circum- 
fiance  thereof:  like  thofe  that  contemplate  fome  rare 
beauty,  or  fome  excellent  picture ;  fome  commending  the 
ezaft  proportions,  fome  the  graceful  feature^,  fome  the 
lively  colours  difcernible  therein.  There  is  not  the  lead 
of  the  divine  favours,  which,  if  we  confider  the  conde- 
ibenfive  tendemefs,  the  clear  intention,  the  undeferved 
frankoefs,  the  cheerful  debonairity  exprefled  therein,  hath 
not  dimenfions  larger  than  our  compreheniion,  colours 
too  £Biir,  and  lineaments  too  comely  for  jOur  weak  fight 
thoroughly  to  difcem;.  requiring  therefore  our  higheft 
cfteem  and  our  utmofl  thanks. 

Tm  perhaps  fomewhat  dangerous  to  affix  a  determinate 
value  upon  any  of  God's  benefits :  (for  to  value  them 
feems  to  undervalue  them,  they  being  really  ineftimable :} 
what  then  is  it  to  extenuate,  to  \'i]ify,  to  defpife  the  great- 
•ft  ?  We  (hould  efleem  then),  as  we  meafure  the  heavens 
mth  ourcye^  as  wc  compute  the  fands  upon  the  fbore,  as 

h  % 
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SERM.  we  would  prize  inexhaudiblc  mines  of  gold^  and  treafures 

_V7^I-    of  pearl ;  that  is,  by  confefling  heartily  their  worth  fur- 

pafles  the  ftrength  of  our  imagination  to  conceive,  and  of 

our  fpeech  to  utter ;  that  they  are  immenfe,  innumerable, 

nnconoeivable,  and  unexpreflible.    But  ftill, 

4.  Giving  thanks  imports,  tliat  benefits  be  received  with 
a  willing  mind,  a  hearty  ftnfe,  a  vehement  affeftion. 
The  forementioned  particulars  are  indeed  neceflary  pro- 
perties, infeparable  concomitants,  or  prereqiufite  con- 
ditions to :  but  a  cheerful  and  cordial  acceptance  of  be- 
nefits is  the  form,  as  it  were,  and  foul,  the  life  and 
fpirit,  the  principal  and  moft  eflential  ingredient  of  this 
duty. 

It  was  not  altogether  unreafonable,  though  it  went  for 
a  paradox,  that  dictate  of  the  Stoics,  that  animus  Jiiffidt 
animo,  and,  that  qui  libenter  accepitf  heneficium  reddidit: 
that  he,  who  with  a  willing  and  well-affefted  mind  re- 
ceives a  courtefy,  hath  fully  difcharged  the  duty  of  gra- 
titude ;  that  other  endeavours  of  return  and  compenfatioti 
are  rather  handfome  accefliotis  to  it,  than  indifpenfably 
requifite  to  the  completion  thereof.  For  as  in  the  col-- 
lation,  It  is  not  the  gold  or  the  filver,  the  food  or  the  apK 
parel,  in  which  the  benefit  confifts,  but  the  will  and  beriie^ 
volent  intention  of  him  that  beftows  them ;  fo  recFptocally 
it  is  the  good  acceptance,  the  fenfiblenefs  of,  and  acqui- 
efcence  in  the  benefafitor's  goodnefs,  that  conftitutes  the 
gratitude ;  which  who  affords,  though  he  be  never  ca- 
pable of  yielding  other  fatisfaAion,  voluntate  voluntati 
fatisfecit ;  and,  regum  cequavit  opes  animo .  It  is  in- 
genuity that  -conftitutes  (refpeftively)  both  a  bountiful 
giver  and  a  thankful  receiver^  A  truly  noble  benefador 
purely  aimeth  at  not  any  material  reward,  or  advantage  to 
himfelf;  (it  were  trading  this,  not  beneficence])  but  die 
good  profit  and  content  of  him,  to  whom  he  difpenfeth 
his  favour :  of  which  being  aflured,  he  re({s  fatisfied,  and 
accounts  himfelf  royally  recompenfed*. 

•  Qoocles  quod  propofuit  quit  confaquitur»  capit  operis  fui  fru^um.     Qui 
WMficinm  dat,  quid  proponit  fibi  ?  prodeflb  ei  cai  dit,  et  fibi  r^laptati  efl*e  -. 
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Such  a  benefkdor  is  Almighty  God^  and  fuch  a  tribute  SERM. 
he  requires  of  us;  a  ready  cmbracement  of,  and  a  joyful    V^^' 
complacency  in  his  kindnefs ;  even  fuch  as  he  exprefled^ 
who  faid,  Becaufe  thy  loving 'kindnefs  is  better  than  /t/i?,K.  ixHi.  3. 
«y  lipsjhall  praife  thee :  and,  My  foul  fhall  be  filed  aJu^ifgi. 
mth  Tomrow  andfatnefs^  and  my  mouth  Jhall  praife  /A^i^»»-  *•  *»*• 
with  joyful  lips :  and,  /  will  praife  thee  with  my  whole  ' 
heart;  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thee:  and,  Blefs  ihe^'  ciii.  1. 
Ixn-dj  0  my  foul ;  and  all  that  is  within  me,  praife  his 
holy  name. 

No  holocauft  is  fo  acceptable  to  God,  as  a  heart  en- 
flamed  with  the  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs.  He  loves  not  only 
tkei^v  £oTi}y,  (a  merry  giver y)  but  IhMflv  ^axngy  (a  cheerjul  2  Cot.  \x.  7 > 
receiver)  alfo.  He  would  have  us,  as  to  defire  his  favour 
with  a  greedy  appetite,  fo  to  tafte  it  with  a  iavoury  reliih. 
He  defigns  not  only  to  s^fill  our  mouths  with  food,  butAasxi^i;. 
our  hearts  alfo  with  gladnefs. 

We  muft  not  feem  to  grudge  or  repine,  to  murmur  or 
difdain,  that  we  are  neceffitated  to  be  beholden  to  him ; 
left  it  happen  to  us  as  it  did  to  them  of  whom  it  is  faid. 
While  the  meat  was  yet  in  their  mouths^  the  wrath  of  God^-  ixxviii. 
came  upon  them,  and  flew  the  fatteji  of  t/iem.  Yea,  *tis^^'^^' 
our  duty,  not  to  be  contented  only,  but  to  be  delighted, 
to  be  tranfported,  to  be  ravifhed  with  the  emanations  of 
his  love :  to  entertain  them  with  fuch  a  difpofition  of 
mind,  as  the  dry  and  parched  ground  imbibes  the  foft 
dew  and  gentle  (bowers;  as  the  chill  and'darkfome  air 
admits  the  benign  influences  of  heavenly  light ;  as  the 
tbirfty  foul  takes  in  the  fweet  and  cooling  ftream.  He 
that  with  a  fuUen  look^  a  dead  heart,  a  faint  fenfe,  a  cold 
hand^  embraces  the  gifts  of  heaven,  is  really  unthankful, 
though  with  deluges  of  wine  and  oil  he  makes  the  altars 
•  to  overflow,  and  clouds  the  fky  with  the  fleam  of  his  fa- 
crificjes.    But  yet  farther, 

5.  This  duty  requires  due  acknowledgmient  of  our  ob- 

non  fibi  invicem  reddi  voluic ;  auc  non  fuit  beneficiuni,  fed  negotiatio.  Bene- 
ficii  propiium  eft»  nihil  de  reditu  cogitare.  &mm« 

Ncc  eft  dubium  quin  is  qui  liberalis .  benignufque  dicitur,  officium,  non 
froftum,  feqoatnr.   Ch.  de  Leg,  u 

^3 
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8ERM.  ligation^  iignifications  of  our  notice,  declarations  of  our 
Vin.    efteem  and  good  acceptance  of  favours  conferred.     It  is 
the  word  and  moft  deteftable  of  ingratitudes,  that  which 
proceeds  froin  pride  and  fcom :  and  fuch  is  he  guilty  of, 
who  is  either  unwilling  or  afhamed  to  confefs  himielf 
obnged;  who  purpofely  difleinbles  a  benefit,  or  difavowi 
the  bene&dor ;  who  refufes  to  render  thofe  moft  mani- 
feftly  due,  and  mod  ^eafily  difcharged,  thofe  neither  toil- 
fome  nor  expenfive  oblations  of  praife  and  acknowledg- 
ment.   This  part  of  our  duty  requires,  that  we  oflfer  to 
God,  not  coftly  hecatombs,  but  the  calves  only  of  our  lips, 
Hor.ziT.s.  (as  the  prophet  Hofea  fpeaks;)  not  the  fruit  of  our  lands, 
but  xfiepTov  x^'^^^y  only?  (^s  the  Apoiile  to  the  Hebrewi 
Heb.  xiii.    ftyles  it,)  the  fruit  of  our  lipSf  corife/Jing  to  his  name;  thit 
]^^i^    we  employ  fome  few  blafts  of  the  breath  he  gave  us  on 
*»«•  the  celebration  of  his  goodnefs,  and  advancement  of  his 

Pf.lxix.  30,  repute.     I  ^^^^  praife  the  name  of  God  with  a  fong^  and 
^**  will  magnify  him  with  thankfgiving.    This^fhall  pleqfe  the 

hard  better  than  an  ox  or  bullock  that  liath  horns  and 
hoofsj  faith  David. 

And  furely  it  is  the  lead  homage  we  in  gratitude  owe, 

and  can  pay  to  Almighty  God,  to  avow  our  dependance 

upon  an  obligation  to  him  for  the  good  things  we  enjoy, 

to  acknowledge  that  his  favours  do  deferve  thanks,  to 

publifb  to  the  world  our  experience  of  his  goodnefs,  to 

proclaim  folemnly  with  the  voice  of  thankfgiving  his  moft 

deferved  praife;  refembling  him  who  abounds  in  fuch 

K.  Ixxxix.  expreflions  as  thefe :  /  willjing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord 

cii"r.  ^'  fi^  ^^^^ »  withmy  mouth  will  I  make  known  his  faithful^ 

xi.  10.       nefs  to  all  generations.    I  will  publi/h  with  the  voice  of 

i,  6  come  thankfgiving^  and  tell  of  all  his  wondrous  works.     I  will 

fe!S*?d  X^JP^^  ^f  ^^^  glorious  honour  of  thy  majeflyy  and  of  thy 

works  of    wondrous  works.    I  h^ave  not  hid  thy  righteoufnefs  in  my 

God,  &c.    f^^ri^  I  /iQyg  declared  thy  faithfulnefs  and  thyfalvation :  I 

have  not  concealed  thy  loving-kindnefs  and  thy  truth  from 

the  great  congregation. 

^  OiiSi  yof  /So^v  n  tuu  i«'«;^52f  Ir/^nnr  «»(*  n/K^'S  ^>>>-'  4  «*•  ifuX$yuit  fUut 
torn.  i.  pag.  54. 
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.  Thu3  if  a  grateful  afleaion  live  in  our  hearts^  it  will  SBRU; 
lelpire  through  our  mouths,  and  difcover  itfelf  in  the  ^^l^ 
motion  of  our  lips.  There  will  be  a  confpiracy  and  fidth*- 
fiil  correfpondence  between  our  mind  and  our  tongue :  if 
the  one  be  fenfible,  the  other  will  not  be  iilent ;  as  if  the 
fpring  works,  the  wheels  will  turn  about,  and  the  bell  not 
fail  to  fpeak.  Neither  (hall  we  content  ourfelves  in  lone- 
fome  tunes,  and  private  foliloquies,  to  whifper  out  the 
divine  praifes ;  but  fhall  loudly  excite  and  provoke  others 
to  a  melodious  confonance  with  us.  We  (hall,  with  the 
fweet  finger  of  Ifrael,  cite  and  invoke  heaven  and  earth ; 
the  celeflial  choir  of  angels ;  the  feveral  eftates  and  gene- 
rations of  men,  the  numberlefs  company  of  all  the  crea- 
tares,  to  affift  and  join  in  concert  with  us^  in  celebrating 
the  worthy  deeds,  and  magnifying  the  glorious  name 
of  our  moft  mighty  Creator,  of  our  moft  bountiful  Bene- 
fiiaor. 

Gratitude  is  of  a  fruitful  and  difTufive  nature,  of  a  fre^ 
and  communicative  difpofition,  of  an  open  and  fociable 
temper:  it  will  be  imparting,  difcovering,  and  propa- 
gating itfelf:  it  afTefis  light,  company,  and  liberty;  it 
cannot  endure  to  be  fmothered  in  privacy  and  obfcurity. 
Its.beft  iiiftrument  therefore  is  fpeech,  that  mod  natural^ 
proper,  and  eafy  mean  of  converfation,  of  fignifying  our 
conceptions,  of  conveying,  and  as  it  were  transfunding 
our  thoughts  and  paflions  into  each  other  ^.  This  there- 
fore ghry  of  QurSy  and  bed  organ  that  we  have,  (as  the 
Pfaloiiil  feems  to  call  it,)  our  tongue,  we  ihould  in  all  pf.  i^ii.  § .  ; 
realbn  devote  to  the  honour,  and  confecrate  to  the  praife 
of  him  who  made  it,  and  who  conferves  it  ftill  in  fune. 

And,  the  farther  to  provoke  us,  we  may  confider,  that 
It  hath  been  the  manner  prompted  by  nature,  and  au- 
thorized by  general  pra£tice,  for  men  of  all  natiogs,  an^ 
all  times,  and  all  ways,  by  compofed  hymns  and  pane* 
gyrical  elogies,  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  for  the  gifts  of 
nature,  and  for  the  benefits  indulged  by  Providence ;  in 

*  Yir^j^  ym^t  Hfuu^  ^v^  ««)  wnSfim  wnvfmrt  wum^rriftim  xar*  rn*  m 
Xiy9  m^ff  kC'  dim.  Aim.  Strtm,  u  p.  370. 

1-4 
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$£RM.  their  public  facriSces  and  foleipn  feftivitipf  tMUA\mg  <he 
^^^'  excellent  qualities  of  their  imaginiHry  deities,  loid  recitiq|[ 
the  feinoua  achievements  of  their  heroes  and  fuppdfed 
henefadx>r« :  to  whofe  (avourabte  help  and  hleffing,  -itt 
their  conceit,  they  owed  the  fruits  of  th0  eaFCb*  the  coihy 
fprts.of  life,  the  defence  and  patronage  of  their  countrie^r 
being  indeed  miftaken  in  the  objed,  but  not  tranfgrefiyDg 
in  the  lubftance  of  the  duty ;  payitig  a  due  debt,  thougb 
to  falfe  creditors.  And  I  wi(h  we  were  as  ready  to  inuF 
tate  them  in  the  one,  as  we  are,  perhaps*  prone  to  blaiii6 
tlwm  for  the  other.  For,  certsunly,  aolcnowledgmentt  ef 
the  divine  goodnefs,  and  folemn  teftifieations  of  oitf 
thankful  fenfe  thereof,  (whatever  the  abufed  vvorld  may 
nowi imagine,)  was  always,  is  now,  and  ever  will  be  the 
principal  and  moft  noble  part  of  all  religion  immediately 
addrefTed  to  God.    But  moreover, 

6.  This  duty  requires  endeavours  of  real  compen&tioiiy 
and  a  fatisfactory  requital  of  benefits,  according  to  the 
1  Sam.  zii.  ability  and  opportunity  of  the  receiver :  that  we  do  not- 
fear  the^  ^^^Y  verbally  dicerCf  and  agnqfcere  ;  but  really  agerCf  and 
Lord,  and  referr^  graiias:  that  to  him,  who  hath  by  his  benei- 
truth,  with  cence  obliged  us^  we  niinifter  reciprocal  a(B(lance,  com» 
heart  "for  ^^^^^  ^^^  relief,  if  he  need  them,  and  be  capable  to  re« 
confider  ceive  them ;  however,  by  evident  teftimonies  to  difoover 
Siin^'^hc*  ^"^  ready  difpofition  to  make  fuch  real  returns  5  and 
hath  done  withs^,  tp  fuit  our  ad:ions  to  his  good  liking,  and  in  our 
°f  ^^^'  carriage  to  conriply  with  bis  reafonable  defires.  ffor,  as 
Heb.vi.  7,  t/f^  earth  which  drinheth  the  rmn  (^ten  coming  upon  il^  and' 
^'  having  been  by  great  labour  tilled,  and  manured  with  ex* 

tS^ir»vfi4-  pence,  yiaZ^fiM  yet  n^  meet  kerbagey  ox  frvit  agreealle  te: 
^''"'*        the  ^af^&ation  ofhiv^  that  drejfeth  it 9  but  is  either  wholly 
barren,  or  prcd^C6th  only  tkoms  and  briars ^  is  (aa  tbo 
4jK>(Ue  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us)  to  be  repr^atisdy  and  nigh' 
ujito  curfing ;  tb^t  is,  deferves  no  farther  care  or  cultuM. 
to  W  employed  on  it,.and  is  to  be  reputed  defperatelgrl 
worthl^fs:  fo  is  he,  (4bat  we  may  apply  an  apadqfitt  ta- 
the  Apoftle*s  comparifon,)  who,  daily  partaking  the  in-: 
fluences  of  divine  providence  and  bounty,  affords  no  an* 
fwerable  return,  to  be  afico^nted  4aeorably.untba9kfM},t 
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jad  mmoftlMr  t^am  fiu^er  favour  to  be  fliewed  toward  SERM. 
hm.  VUl. 

Tift  true,  our  rigkieoulhefs  (or  beneficencej  fo  the  word  Pf.  xvi.  s. 
Ihere  fignifiev)  c/oM  nai  extend  unto  Qod :  his  benefits  ex- 
ceed all  poffibility  of  any  proportionable  requital:  be 
4otb  not  need,. cor  can  ever  immediately  receive  any  ad« 
WDtage  from  us :  we  cannot  enrich  bim  with  our  gifts^ 
•vhu  .by  unqueftiooahle  right,  and  in  unalterable  poflei^ 
Stm^  is  Lord  and  Mailer  of  all  things  that  do  adoally  or 
MB  poffibly  exifi;  nor  advance  hioi  by  our  weak  commen- 
dations, who  already  enjoyeth  the  fupreme  pitch  of  glory) 
nor  any  way  contribute  to  hie  in  itfelf  complete  and  inde* 
fe£tible  beatitude.  Yet  we  may  by  appofite  fignifications 
declare  our  willingnefs  to  ferve  and  eiialt  him :  we  may 
by  our  obfequious  demeanour  highly  pleafe  and  content 
bun  :^  we  may,  by  our  charity  and  benignity  to  tfaofe 
wbofe  good  he  tenders,  yield  (thongb  not  an  adequate, 
yet)  an  acceptable  return  to  his  benefits.  What  Jkall  /Pf.czvi.13. 
tender  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  P  faith  David,  in 
way  of  Gounfel  and  deliberation  :  and  thereupon  refolves, 
I  will  take  the  cvp  0/  falvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  ofVer.  i3>  14. 
the  Lord:  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,  Seafon- 
able  benedictions,  officious  addrefTes,  and  faithful  per- 
formances of  vows,  he  intimates  to  bear  fome  fhadow  at 
leaft,  fome  refemblance  of  compenfation.  And  fo  did 
h»  wife  fon  likewife,  when  he  thus  advifed,  Honour  /A^Prov.  iii.9» 
Lord  with  thy  Juhjionce^  and  with  the  Jirfi-fmxts  of  thy 
increafe. 

Almighty  God,  though  he  really  doth,  and  cannot 
otfaerwife  do,  yet  will  not  feem  to  beOow  his  favours  al- 
together gratis,  but  to  expe£l  fome  competent  return, 
Ibme  fmall  ufe  and  ineomefrom  them.  He  will  affert  his 
rightM  title,  and  be  acknowledged  the  chief  proprietary, 
by  fignal  expreflions  of  our  fealty,  and  the  payment  of 
ibme  though  inconfiderable  quit-rent,  for  our  pofleffiona 
derived  from  him :  he  will  rather  himfelf  be  feemingly 
indigent,  than  permit  us  to  be  really  ingrateful.  For 
knowing  well  tliat  our  performance  of  duty  and  refpeA 
toward  him  greatly  conducetdi  to  our  eomfort  and/ bap- 
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SERM.  pinefs^j  be  requireth  of  us  fuch  demonftrations  of  tbeniy 
^^^'    as  we  conveniently  are  able  to  exhibit ;  be  appoints  far- 
vices  ezprefllive  of  tbankfiilnefs^  exa£ls  tribates  and  cuf- 
toms^  demands  loans  and  benevolences,  encourages  and 
Exoctxiiii.  accepts  free-will  offerings  from  us.   Thoujhalt  not  appear 
^^'  empty  before  the  Lord,  was  a  ftatute  to  the  JewSj  quali- 

fied and  moderated  by  certaia  meafures :  the  firft-fhuta 
of  their  lands,  the  firft-bom  of  their  cattle  and  of  thein- 
felves,  the  tenths  of  their  annual  increafe,  and  a  certun 
allotment  from  the  fpoils  acquired  in  wars,  did  God 
challenge  to  himfelf,  as.  fitting  recompenfes  due  for  his 
bounty  to  and  care  over  them. 

Neither  did  the  Gentiles  conceive  themfelves  exempted 
from  the  like  obligation.  For  the  &xfo!blvia,  the  top  or 
chief  of  their  com  heaps,  they  were  wont  to  confecrate 
unto  him  who  had  bleffed  their  fields  with  increafe ;  and 
the  kn^Xua,  the  firfi  and  left  of  the  prey,  they  dedicated, 
to  the  adornment  of  his  temple  by  whofe  favourable  dif- 
pofal  they  had  obtained  the  viAory.  Neither  would  they 
fooner  begin  their  meal,  and  partake  of  their  neceflary  re- 
frefhment,  than,  by  pouring  forth  their  gratulatory  liba- 
tion, they  had  performed  fome  homage  to  heaven  for  it. 

ad  finem.  Tlfiv  wif£iy,  vrfiv  Xf7\{fai  (mpyAvii  Kpov/ouyi, 

was  the  cuftom,  it  feems,  in  Homer's  time.     I  fhall  not 

jhlift  upon  their  ctyot^fMtra,  their  anniverfary  or  their  cafual 

lacrifices ;  but  only  obferve,  (what,  if  feafonable,  might 

by  many  fuflScient  teflimonies  be  evinced,)  that  thofe 

men  (at  leaft  the  mod  intelligent  of  them)  were  not  fa 

Vid.  Plato-  fenfelefs  as  to  imagine,  that  the  gods,  to  whom  they  per-.; 

*'/-'{"*•-"•  formed  thofe  fervices,  and  devoted  thofe  oblations,  did 

fiM,  TMTii,  any  wife  need,  or  were  truly  benefited  by  them ;  but  that 

^^^  2r«    ^^^y  ®^^^*^®^  ^^  *  comely  thing,  by  the  moft  fignificant 

iiri  l^    means  they  could  invent,  to  declare  their  grateful  fenfe  of 

Sl^^Wilthe  divine  goodnefs  and  indulgence  toward  them. 

Msrhf,  &c. 

«  ^XnA^M-t  y»^  mitii  h  &rm  nm)  mnMt  vr«,  ihvis  iriftf  w^turm'   W  }k 
mtwtru  mifrif,  »ur§i  kmf*Tfiv$^  yif§m$f  S,,  ChtyJ,  in  Pf,  cxlir.  p.  885^  iSWi/. 
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And  though  we  are^  perhaps,  difobliged  now  from  the  SERM. 
circumlhLntial  manner,  yet  are  we  no  wife  freed  from  (but    ^^^^' 
rather  more  ftrongly  engaged  to)  the  fubftantial  perform- 
ance of  this  fort  of  gratitude.    We  are  to  offer  ftill,  not 
dead  lulls  and  goats,  but,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  our  own  lodieSy^aLTdlu 
Bvingjacrifices,  holy  and  acceptable  to  God.    We  are  ex- 
ciifed  from  material,  but  are  yet  bound  to  yield  nrtw^Mt^ 
TOLi/i  ^vctasfjpiritual/acrifices  unto  God,  as  St.  Peter  tells  i  P«.  ii.  5. 
OS.    We  muft  burn  incenfe  ftiU,  that  of  fervent  devotion ; 
and  fend  up  continually  to  heaven  bwrlav  r^^  ulvia-icos,  that 
thank-offering  of  praife,  which  the  Apoftle  to  the  He-  Hcb.  ziiL 
brews  mentions.    We  muft  confecrate  the  firft-bom  of  ^*' 
our  fouls,  (pure  and  holy  thoughts,)  and  the  firft-fruits  of 
our  ftrength,  (our  mod  a£iive  endeavours,)  to  God's  fer- 
nce.     We  muft  flay  our  impure  defires,  mortify  our  cor- 
rupt affe£tions,  and  abandon  our  felfifli  refpeds  for  bis 
fake.     We  muft  give  him  our  hearts,  and  prefent  ourM^i^ir 
wills  entirely  to  his  difpofal.     We  muft  vow  to  him,  and JJIJJJ^aSL;- 
pay  the  daily  oblation  of  fincere  obedience.    We  muftw*'w«» 
officioufly  attend  his  pleafure,   and  labour  to  content  J^^^^  ^ 
him   by    an    innocent    and    unblemiflied    converfation.  ®'y*  5^- 
With   thefe  things  Almighty  God  is  effedually  grati-vn.p.  siv, 
fied;  he  approves  of  and  accepts  thefe,  as  real  teftimo- 
nies  of  our  thankfulnefs,  and  competent  returns  of  his 
benefits. 

Efpecially  our  charity  and  beneficence,  our  exhibiting 
love  and  refpe£t  to  good  men,  (his  faithful  fervants  and 
near  relations,)  our  affording  help  and  fuccour  to  perfons 
in  need  and  diftrefs,  he  accounts  a  fuitable  retaliation  of 
his  kindnefs,  acknowledges  to  be  an  obligation  laid  upon 
bimfelf,  and  hath  by  fettled  rules  and  indifpenfable  pro- 
mifes  obliged  bimfelf  to  requite  them.    For,  He  that  hath^rov.  xix. 
piiy  on  the  poor,  lendeth  unto  the  Lord;  and  that  which  he 
hath  given,  he  will  pay  him  again:  and,  God  is  not  z^n- Heb. ti.  10. 
righteous y  to  forget  your  work  and  lalour  of  love,  which  ye 
have  fhewed  towafd  his  name^  in  that  ye  have  miniftered  to 
ike  faints,  and  do  minifter :  and.  To  do  good  and  to  com-  Hcb.  xiii. 
fnunicate,  forget  not ;  for  with  fuch  facrifices  God  is  well  *^* 
f  leafed:  imd,  I  defire  fruit,  Mth  St.  Paul  to  the  Philip- ^ili^Uf 

IS. 
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S]£RM.  pians^  thai  may  abound  to  your  account.  But  I  have  allf 
^^^'  and, abound;  I  amfull^  having  received  oj  Bpophroditus  ikf? 
things  which  were  Jent  from  you,  an  odour  of  a  Jiveei 
Jmellf  a  facrifice  acceptable,  well  pleq/ing  to  God*  Andj 
M^  zzT.  Inqfmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  to  (that  is,  fed,  and  dothr 
ed,  and  comforted)  the  leq/i  of  thefe  my  brethren^  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me,  faith  our  Saviour;  manifeftly  de- 
claring, that  the  good  we  do^  and  the  refpeft  we  (hew 
unto  good  and  needy  men,  God  reckons  it  done  untp 
liimfelf. 

And  this  point  I  (hall  conclude  with  the  fayings  of  the 
Ecclus.  wife  Hebrew  philofopher  Ben-Sirach,  He  that  keepeth  the 
«xv.  1,  2,  ^^^  bringeih  offerings  enough :  He  that  taketh  heed  to  tlie 
commandment,  offereth  a  peace-offering.  He  that  requite 
eth  a  good  turn,  offereth  fine  flower :  and  he  that  giveth 
alms,  facrificeth  praife.  To  depart  from  wickednefs  is  a 
thing  pleqfing  to  the  Lord :  and  to  forfake  unrighteou/hefs^ 
is  a  propitiation.  To  thefe  I  ihall  only  add  this  one  par- 
ticular ; 

7.  That  true  gratitude  for  benefits  is  always  attended 
with  the  efteem,  veneration^  and  love  of  the  benefa&or* 
Beneficence  is  a  royal  and  godlike  thing,  an  argumentof 
eminent  goodnefs  and  power  confpiring ;  and  neceflarily 
therefore,  as  in  them  that  perceive  and  duly  confider  it,. it 
begets  refpe6l  and  reverence ;  fo  peculiarly  in  thpfe  that 
feel  its  benign  infiuence,  it  produces  love  and  afieftion : 
like  the  heavenly  light,  which  to  all  that  behold  it  ap- 
pears glorious;  but  more  powerfully  warms  thofe  that 
are  direftly  fubjeft  to  its  rays,  and  is  by  them  more  vi- 
goroufly  reflefted. 

And  as  to  thofe  that  are  immediately  concerned  there* 
in,  it  imports  more  particular  regard  and  good-will ;  fo, 
if  they  be  duly  fenfible  thereof,  it  engages  them  in  mutual 
correfpondence  to  an  extraordinary  cAeem  and  beneyo^ 
lence :  fuch  as  David  upon  this  account  profefles  to  have 
been  in  himfelf  toward  God,  and  frequently  excites  otbejni 
Pf.  xviii.  1.  to.  I  will  love  thee,  0  Lord  myftrength.  I  will  call  upon 
^'  **•  (he  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be  praifed.  The  Lord  livet^i, 
and  bleffed  be  my  rock;  and  let  the  God  of  my  falvation  be 
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exdted.  '  I  love  the  Lord,  hecaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice  SfiftSf. 
and  my  fupplicaiions.    And,  (in  the  Gofpel,)  Becaufe  her    ^J^- 
fins^  being  manyy  were  forgiven^  therefore  Jhe  loved  much.Vi,cxy\.\, 
So  true  it  is,  that  fenfe  of  favour  indulged  is  naturally  ^"^*  ^"' 
produdi ve  of  love,  "Erit  x^fi 

Thus  have  I  plainly  and  fimply  prefented  you  with  J^r^^/Tw* 
what  my  meditations  fuggefled  concerning  the  nature  and  **'•  ^^^^' 
fnbftance  of  this  duty,  with  the  feveral  branches  fprouting 
from  the  main  flock  thereof:  I  proceed  now  to  that 
which  will  exceedingly  enlarge  the  worth,  and  engage 
to  the  performance  thereof. 

II.  The  obje£l  and  term  to  which  it  Is  to  be  directed ; 
we  are  to  give  thanks  to  God.  To  God,  I  fay ;  that  is,  to 
hinij  unto  whom  we  are  obliged,  not  for  fome  fmall  and 
mconfiderable  trifles,  but  for  the  mod  weighty  and  va- 
luable benefits :  from  whom  we  receive,  not  few  or  fome, 
but  all  good  tilings;  whatever  is  neceflary  for  our  fuf- 
tenance,  convenient  for  our  ufe,  pleafant  for  our  enjoy- 
ment; not  only  thofe  that  come  immediately  from  his 
hand,  but  what  we  obtain  from  others,  who  from  him  re- 
ceive both  the  will  and  the  power,  the  means  and  the 
opportunities  of  doing  us  good :  to  whom  we  owe,  not 
only  what  tve  ever  did  or  do  at  prefent  poflefs,  or  can 
hereafter  hope  for  of  good ;  but  that  we  were,  are,  or 
ihall  ever  be  in  capacity  to  receive  any :  to  the  author, 
upholder,  and  preferver  of  our  being;  without  whofe 
gbodnefs  we  had  never  been,  and  without  whofe  care  we 
cannot  fubfift  one  moment. 

To  him  who  is  the  Lord  and  true  owner  of  all  things 
we  partake  of;  whofe  air  we  breathe,  whofe  ground  we 
fread  on,  whofe  food  fuftains  us ;  whofe  wholly  we  are 
ourfelves,  both  the  bodies  we  carry  about  us,  (which  is  the 
work  of  his  hands,)  and  the  foul  we  think  with,  which 
Wto=  breathed  froin  his  mouth. 

To  him  vrfio  hath  created  a  whole  world  to  ferve  us,  a 
^psxnoua,  a  b^utlful,  a  (lately  world  for  us  to  inhabit  and 
to  dilpwt  in ;  who  hath  fubjcfted  fo  fair  a  territory  to 
our  dominion,  and  coniigned  to  our  ufe  fo  numerous  a 
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SERM,  progeny  of  goodly  creatures^  to  be  managed^  to  be  go- 
^^^*    verned,  to  be  enjoyed  by  us. 

^     So  that  wherever  we  direft  our  eyes,  whether  we  re-* 
.  fieA  them  inward  upon  ourfelves,  we  behold  his  goodneft 
to  occupy  and  penetrate  the  very  root  and  centre  of  our 
beings ;  or  extend  them  abroad  toward  the  things  about 
,  U89  we  may  perceive  ourfelves  indofed  wholly,  and  fur- 
xounded  with  his  benefits.    At  home  we  find  a  cornel]^ 
body  framed  by  his  curious  artifice,  various  organs  fitly 
proportioned,  fituated,  and  tempered  for  ftrength,  orna- 
ment, and  motion,  actuated  by  a  gentle  heat,  and  in- 
vigorated with  lively  fpirits,  difpofed  to  health,  and  quali- 
fied for  a  long  endurance;  fubfervient  to  a  foul  endued 
with  divers  fenfes,  faculties,  and  powxrs,  apt  to  inquire 
after,  purfue,  and  perceive  various  delights  and  contents* 
To  the  fatisfaftion  of  which  all  extrinfical  things  do  mi« 
nifier  matter  and  help;  by  his  kind  difpofal,  who  iiirniifaes 
our  palates  with  variety  of  delicious  fare,  entertains  our 
eyes  with  pleafant  fpe^acles,  ravifhes  our  ears  with  har- 
monious  founds,   perfumes   our   noftrils  with   fragrant 
odours,  cheers  our  fpirits  with  comfortable  gales,  jEUf 
,  our  hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs,  fupplies  our  manifold 
needs,  and  protects  us  from  innumerable  dangers. 
^      To  him  who  hath  infpired  us  with  Immortal  minds,  and 
..impreifed  upon  them  perfpicuous  charaders  of  his  own 
divine  eflence;  hath  made  us,  not  in  (bme  fuperficial  li- 
neaments, but  in  our  mod  intimate  conftitution,  to  re- 
femble  himfelf,  and  to  partake  of  bis  moft  excellent-  per- . 
fedions;  an  extenfive  knowledge  of  truth,  a  vehement 
jcomplacency  in  good,  a  forward  capacity  of  being  com- 
.  pletely  happy,  (according  to  our  degree  and  within  our 
fphere.)    To  which  blefifed  end  by  all  fuitable  means  (of 
external  miniftry  and  interior  affidance)  he  faithfully  con- 
duds  us ;  revealing  to  us  the  way,  urging  us  in  our  pro* 
cefs,  reclaiming  us  when  we  deviate ;  engaging  us  by  his 
,  commands,  foliciting  us  by  gentle  advices,  encouraging 
.us  by  gracious  promifes;  inilruAing  us  by  his  holy  word, 
and  adrooniihing  us  by  his  loving  fpirit.  ' 
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To  him  who  vouchiafes  to  grant  us  a  free  accefs  unto^SERM. 
a  conftant  intercourfe  and  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  ^^^^' 
himfelf  ^  to  efleem  and  ftyle  us  his  Jriends  and  children;^ 
to  iuvite  JI8  frequently,  and  entertain  us  kindly  withy 
diofe  moft  pleaiant  delicacies  of  fpiritual  repaft ;  yea,  tOv 
vifit  U8  crften  at  our  home,  and  (if  we  admit)  to  abide  and^ 
dwell  with  us ;  indulging  us  the  enjoyment  of  that  pre^. 
ftnoe,  wherein  the  life  of  all  joy  and  comfort  confifts,  and  v 
to  behold  the  light  of  his  all-cheering  countenance. 

Is  there  any  thing  more?  Yes:  To  him  who,  to  re-  ^ 
deem  us  from  mifery,  and  to  advance  our  eftate,  hatli  in-  ^ 
finitely  debafed  himfelf,  and  eclipfed  the  brightnefs  of  his  ^ 
glorious  majedy ;  not  difdaining  to  aflume  us  into  a  neat^ 
affinity^  yea,  into  a  perfect  union  with  himfelf;  to  inhabit^ 
our  frail  and  mortal  nature,  to  undergo  the  Jaws  and  con-' 
didons  of  humanity,  to  appear  in  our  (hape,  and  converfe,  v 
as  it  were,  upon  equal  terms  with  us,  and  at  laft  to  tafle  . 
Che  bitter  cup  of  a  moft  painful  and  difgraceful  death  ^ 
fbr  ui. 

Yea,  4o  him  who  not  only  defcended  from  his  imperial 
Arooe,  became  a  fubjed,  and  (which  is  more)  a  fervant* 
ibr  dur  fake ;  but  defigned  thereby  to  exalt  us  to  a  parti- 
cipadon  of  his  royal  dignity,  his  divine  nature,  his  eternal  n 
glory  and  blifs;  fubmitting  crowns  and  fceptres  to  o\}rv 
choice ;  crowns  that  cannot  fade,  and  fceptres  that  can  ^ 
nowet  be  extorted  from  us. 

Farther  yet,  To  him^  the  excellent  quality,  the  noble  end,  - 
the  moft  obliging  manner  of  whofe  beneficence  doth  fur-  ^ 
paft  the  matter  thereof,  and  hugely  augment  the  benefits  :n 
who,  not  compelled  by  any  neceflity,  not  obliged  by  any 
|aWf  (or  previous  compa6t,)  not  induced  by  any  extrinlic  ^ 
atguments,  not  inclined  by  our  merits,  not  wearied  with  . 
our  unportunities,  pot  inftigated  by  troublefome  paflions . 
Qf  jrity,  (faame,  or  fear,  (as  we  are  wont  to  be,)  not  flat-  ' 
Uared  with  promifes  of  recompenfe,  nor  bribed  with  ex-  ^ 
pcAatioQ  of  emolument,  thence  to  accrue  unto  himfelf; 
but  being  abfolute  mafter  of  his  own  anions,  only  both- 
lawgiver  and  counfbllor  to  himfelf,  all-fufHcient,  and  in-  * 
capable  of  admitting  any  acceflion  to  his  perfe£t  blifsful- 
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SERM.  ^efs ;  moft  willingly  and  freely,  out  of  purt  bounty  and 
VIII.  good-will,  is  our  Friend  and  Benefk&or;  preventing  not 
only  our  defires,  but  our  knowledge ;  furpaffing  not  our 
deferts  only,  but  our  wiihes,  yea>  even  our  jConceitSj  in 
the  difpenfation  of  his  ineftimable  and  unrequitable  beae^ 
fits ;  having  no  other  drift  in  the  collation  of  them^  beflde 
our  real  good  and  welfare^  our  profit  and  advantage^  oiir 
pleafure  and  content. 

.  To  kirn  who  not  lately  began,  or  fuddenly  will  oeafe^ 
-that  is  either  uncertain  or  mutable  in  his  intentk»s,  but 
from  everlafting  deligned,  continues  daily,  and  will  (if  W0 
fuflfer  him)  to  all  eternity  perfevere  unmoveable  in  his  re** 
folutions  to  do  us  good. 

To  kirn  whom  no  ingratitude,  no  undutiful  carriage) 

'  no  rebellious  difobedience  of  ours,  could  for  one  minuie 

wholly  remove,  or  divert  from   his  fteady  purpofe  of 

,  caring  for  us :  who  regards  us,  though  we  do  not  attend 

,  to  him;   procures  our  welfare,  though  we  negled:  hii 

.  concernments ;  employs  his  redlefs  thought,  extends  hia 

.  viratchfiil  eye,  exerts  his  poweriul  arm,  is  always  mindful, 

,«id  always  bufy  to  do  us  good ;  watching  over  us  v^hm . 

,  we  deep,  and  remembering  us  when  we  forget  oftrfdivea'S 

in  whom  yet  'tis*  infinite  condefceniion  to  think  of  u^i 

who  are  placed  fo  far  beneath  his  thoughts ;  to  vldue  o^ 

,  who  are  but  duft  and  dirt ;  not  to  defpife  and  hate  us^ 

Pf.  cxiii.  5,  who  are  really  fo  defpicable  and  unworthy.     For  though 

^*  he  dwelleth  on  high^  faith  the  Pfalmift  truly  and  empha*  , 

tically,  he  humbleth  himfdf  to  behold  the  things  thut  ari 

done  in  heaven  and  earth. 

To  him  that  is  as  merciful  and  gracious,  as  liberal  and 

.  munificent   toward  us ;    that   not  only  beftows  on  \m 

more  gifts,  but  pardons  us  more  debts,  forgives  us  m0t§ 

fins,  than  we  live  minutes;  thaft  with  infinite  patiend# 

.endures,  not  only  our  manifold  infirmities  and  impeHbd^ 

'  tions,  but  our  petulant  follies,  our  obftinate  perverfendflea,* 

our  treacherous  infidelities ;  overlooks  our  carelefa  neg^^ 

lefts  and  our  wilful  mifcarriages ;  puts  up  the  exceed^ 

ingly  many  outrageous  affronts,  injuries,  and  contumeliev 

continually  offered  to  his  fnpreme  Majefty  by  us  bcfe^ 
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inmnUf  whom  he  hath  always  under  his  feetj  and  can  S  ERM 
cnifli  to  nothing  at  his  pleafure.  V^^^* 

To  him  jet,  who,  as  St.  James  faith,  giveth  freely  ,and  jam.  i.  5. 
tpiraideth  no  man  ;  who  calls  us  neither  very  frequently 
aor  over  firi£dy  to  accounts ;  who  exaAs  of  us  no  im- 
poffible,  no  very  difficult,  no  greatly-burdenfome  or 
ooftly  returns  5  being  fatisfied  with  the  cheerful  accept- 
ance of  his  favours,  the  hearty  acknowledgments  of  his 
goodnefs,  the  iincere  performance  of  fuch  duties,  to  which 
our  own  welfare,  comfort,  and  advantage  (rightly  appre- 
hended) would  otherwife  abundantly  difpofe  us. 

To  hinij  laftly,  whofe  benefits  to  acknowledge  is  the 
greateft  benefit  of  all ;  to  be  enabled  to  thank  whom  de- 
fenres  our  greateft  thanks ;  to  be  fenfible  of  whofe  bene- 
ficence, to  meditate  on  whofe  goodnefs,  to  admire  whofe 
excellency,  to  celebrate  whofe  praife,  is  heaven  itfelf  and 
paradife,  the  life  of  angels,  the  quinteffence  of  joy,  the 
fnpreme  degree  of  felicity. 

In  a  word.  To  him  whofe  benefits  are  immenfely  great, 
innumerably  many,  unexprefiibly  good  and  precious.  For, 
IFho  can  utter  the  mighty  a6is  of  the  Lord  ?  who  canjkew  Pf.  en.  a. 
firth  all  his  praife  P  faid  he,  who  had  employed  often  his 
moft  adive  thoughts  and  his  utmoft  endeavours  there- 
upon, and  was  incomparably  better  able  to  do  it. 

To  this  God,  to  this  great,  to  this  only  BenefaAor  of 
ours,  we  owe  this  moft  natural  and  eafy,  this  moft  juft 
and  equal,  this  moft  fweet  and  pleafant  duty  of  giving 
thanks.  To  whom  if  we  wilfully  refufe,  if  we  carelefsly 
negle&  to  pay  it,  I  fliall  only  fay  thus  much,  that  we  are 
not  only  monftroufly  ingrateful,  and  horribly  wicked; 
but  abominably  foolifti,  and  deplorably  miferable.  I  ftiall 
repMMthis  fentence  once  again,  and  wifh  it  may  have  its 
duelmsd:  upon  us:  To  this  great,  to  this  only  Patron 
and  Benefaftor  of  ours,  if  we  do  not  in  fome  meafure  dif- 
chaif^e  our  due  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  ineftimable  bene- 
fita  and  mercies,  we  are  to  be  adjudged  not  only  moft 
prodigioufly  unthankful,  moft  deteftably  impious,  but 
moft  wofully  ftupid  alfo  and  fenfelefs,  moft  defperately 
wretched  and  uqbappy. 

VOL,  1.  M 
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SERM«  I  ihould  now. proceed  to  confider  the  curomnftaiioe  of 
^^^^'  time  detefmined  in  the  word  always ;  and  the  extenfioQ 
of  the  matter^  implied  in  thofe  words, /or  all  things:  and 
then  to  fubjoin  fome  farther  inducements  or  arguments 
perfuafive  to  the  pra£dce  of  this  duty.  But  the  time  (atidi 
I  fear,  your  patience)  failing,  I  fhall  referve  them  to  fome 
other  opportunity. 


» 


SERMON  IX. 


OP  THE  DUTY  OF  THANKSGIVING, 


Ephes.  y.  0,0. 

Giving  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto  God. 

xlAVING  formerly  difcourfed  upon  thefe  words,  I  ob-  S£RM. 
ferved  in  them  four  particulars  confiderable  :  i.  The  fub-  ^^* 
ftance  of  a  duty,  to  which  we  are  exhorted,  to  give  thanks; 
%.  The  term  unto- which  it  is  direfted,  to  God ;  3.  The 
circumftance  of  time  determined  in  that  word  always;  4. 
The  extent  of  the  matter  about  which  the  duty  is  em- 
ployed, for  all  things.  Concerning  the  two  former  par- 
ticulars, wherein  the  duty  confided,  and  wherefore  efpe- 
cially  related  unto  God,  I  then  reprefented  what  did 
occur  to  my  meditation. 

III.  I  proceed  now  to  the  third,  the  circumftance  of 
time  allotted  to  the  performance  of  this  duty,  exprefled 
by  that  unive^fal  and  unlimited  term,  always. 

"Vfhich  yet  is  not  fo  to  be  underftood,  as  if  thereby  we 
were  obliged  in  every  inftant  (or  Angular  point  of  time) 
adually  to  remember,  to  confider,  to  be  afFefted  with, 
and  to  acknowledge  the  divine  benefits :  for  the  deliberate 
operations  of  our  minds  being  fometimes  wholly  inter- 
rupted by  fleep,  otherwhile  preoccupied  by  the  indifpen- 
fable  care  of  ferving  our  natural  neceflSties,  and  with  at- 
tendance upon  other  reafonable  employments,  it  were 
impoffible  to  comply  with  an  obligation  to  the  per- 
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SERM.  formance  of  this  duty  fo  interpreted.  And  thofe  nuuuma. 
^^'  of  law,  Impoffiltlium  nulla  eji  olligatioi  and,  Qu€B  rerum 
natura  prohibentur,  nulla  lege  confirmaia  funt,  (that  is. 
No  law  or  precept  can  oblige  to  impojphilities^  being 
evidently  grounded  upon  natural  equity,  feem  yet  more 
valid  in  relation  to  his  laws,  who  is  the  Judge  of  all  the 
world,  and  in  his  difpenfations  moft  tranfcendently  juft 
and  equal. 

We  may  therefore  obferve,  that  the  Hebrews  are  wont 

(in  way  of  fynecdoche,  or  grammatical  hyperbole)  fo  to 

ufe  words  of  this  kind,  that  their  univerfal  importance 

ought  to  be  reftrained  by  the  quality  or  circumftances  of 

'^  the  matter  about  which  they  converfe.    As  when  our 

Matt.  X. 23. Saviour  faith,  Yejhall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my  fake  ; 

all  is  not  to  be  taken  for  every  lingular  perfon,  (fince 

there  were  fome  that  loved  our  Saviour,  and  embraced 

the  evangelical  doftrine,)  but  for  many,  or  the  moft. 

Pf.xiv.i*  And  when  David  faith.  There  is  none  that  doeth  good} 

he  feemeth  only  to  mean,  that  in  the  general  corruption 

of  his  times  there  were  few  righteous  perfons  to  be  found. 

And  fo /or  ever  is  often  ufed,  not  for  a  perpetual  and  end- 

lefs,  but  for  a  long  and  lafting  duration ;  and  always^  not 

for  a  continual,  unintermitted  ftate  of  being,  or  a6lion,. 

but  for  fuch  a  perfeverance  as  agrees  to  the  condition  of 

the  thing  to  which  it  is  applied. 

'Tis,  for  inftance,  prefcribed  in  Exodus,  that  Aaron 

Exod.        (hould  bear  the  judgment  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  (the 

xxviii.  30.  Urinj  and  Thummim)  upon  his  heart  before  the  Lord  con- 

tinually;  that  is,  (not  in  abfolute  and  rigorous  accepta* 

tion  continually,  but)  conftantly  ever  when  he  went  into 

the  holy  place  to  difcharge  the  pontifical  funftion,  as  the 

context  declares.     And  our  Saviour  in  the  Gofpel  faith  of 

Joh.  xviii.  himfelf,  'Eyco  TtavTore  IS/^oJa,  I  always  taught  in  the  temple; 

^°*  that  is,  very  often,  and  ever  when  fit  dccafion  was  pre- 

fented.     And   the   Apoftles,    immediately   after  Chrift*8 

Luke  xxiv,  afcenfion,  ^<rav  huTToivTos  h  t£  lepcOf  were,  as  St.  Luke  tells 

*^'  us,  continually  in  the  temple^  praifing  and  bleffing  God ; 

that  is,  they  reforted  thither  conftantly  at  the  ufual  timed 

or  canonical  hours  of  prayer.    In  like  manner  thofe  in-^ 
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jiin&ions  (of  ne^reft  afEnity)  of  rejoicings  of  giving  thanks  S'E^M, 
tdwaysy  and  particularly  oi  praying  without  ceajingj  (as  I      JX. 
have  (hewn  more  largely  in  another  difcourfe,)  are  to  be  iTheff  ▼. 
taken  in  a  fenfe  fo  qualified,  that  the  obfervance  of  them  ^*^l\  * ** 
may  be  at  lead  morally  poflible.  Luke  xviH. 

Thus  far  warrantably  we  may  limit  the  extenfion  and  *"  ' 
mollify  the  rigour  of  this  feemingly  boundlefs  term ;  but 
we  can  hardly  allow  any  farther  reftriftion,  without  de- 
ftroying  the  natural  fignification^  or  diminifhing  the  due 
empbafis  thereof.  As  far  therefore  as  it  is  poflible  for  us, 
we  muft  endeavour  always  to  perform  this  duty  of  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God:  and  confequently, 
•  I.  Hereby  is  required  a  frequent  performance  thereof: 
that  we  do  often  a&ually  meditate  upon^  be  fenfible  of^ 
confefs  and  celebrate  the  divine  beneficence.  For  what  is 
done  but  feldom  or  never,  (as  we  commonly  fay,)  cannot 
be  underdood  done  always,  without  a  catachrefiSj  or  abufe 
of  words  too  enormous.  As  therefore  no  moment  of  our 
life  wants  fufficient  matter,  and  every  confiderable  portion, 
of  time  miniflers  notable  occafion  of  blefling  God  \  as  he 
allows  himfelf  no  fpacious  intervals  or  difcontinuances  of 
doing  us  good  :  fo  ought  we  not  to  fuffer  any  of  thofe 
many  days  (vouchfafed  by  his  goodnefs)  to  flow  befide  us, 
void  of  the  fignal  expreffions  of  our  dutiful  thankfulnefs 
to  him  ;  nor  to  admit  in  our  courfe  of  life  any  long  va- 
cations froni  this  duty.  If  God  inceflantly,  and  through 
every  minute,  demonflrates  himfelf  gracious  unto  us ;  we 
in  aU  reafon  are  obliged  frequently  and  daily  to  declare 
ourielves  grateful  unto  him. 

-  So  at  lead  did  David,  (that  mod  eminent  example  in 
this  kind,  and  therefore  mod  appofite  to  illudrate  our 
dodxine,  and  to  enforce  the  pra6lice  thereof;)  for.  Every  vt  cxlr.a. 
day^  faith  he,  I  will  blefs  thee  ;  I  will  praife  thy  name  for 
ever  and  ever.  Every  day.  The  heavenly  bodies  did  not 
more  condantly  obferve  their  courfe,  than  he  his  diurnal 
revolutions  of  praife :  every  day  in  his  calendar  was  as  it 
were  fedival,.  and  confecrated  to  thankfgiving.  Neitlier 
did  he  adjvidge  it  fuiEcient  to  devote  fome  fmall  parcels 
of  each  day  tp  this  fervice :  for.  My  tongue,  faith  he,Jhall^'  »xxt. 
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S'EiB.yLjpeak  of  thy  r^^hteoufnefs  and  of  thy  praife  all  the  day 
P^'     long :  and  again^  My  mouth  Jhtdljhew  forth  thy  righteouf^ 
R  Ixxi.  a.  nefs  and  thyfalvation  all  the  day ,  for  I  know  not  the  num* 
lers  thereof.    The  benefits  of  God  he  apprehended  lb 
great  and  numerous,  that  no  definite  fpace  of  time  would 
ferve  to  confider  and  commemorate  them.    He  refolves 
therefore  otherwhere  to  befiow  his  whole  life  upon  that 
Pf.  cxlvi.  3.  employment :  While  I  live  I  will  praife  the  Lord :  I  will 
xxxiv!  1.   ^^S  praifes  upio  my  God  while  I  have  any  being :  aod^  / 
izxi.  6.      iijill  llefs  the' Lord  at  all  times :  his  praife  Jhall  continuaUy 
be  in  my  mouth.    No  man  can  reafonably  pretend  greater 
impediments^  or  oftener  avocations  from  the  pradice  of 
this  duty,  than  he,  upon  whom  the  burden  of  a  royal 
eflate,  and  the  care  of  governing  a  populous  nation,  were 
incumbent :  yet  could  not  they  thruft  out  of  his  memory, 
nor  extinguifh  in  his  heart,  the  lively  fenfe  of  divine  good- 
nefs  ;  which  (notwithftanding  the  company  of  other  fe- 
cular  encumbrances)   was  always  prefent  to  his  mind^ 
.and,  like  a  fpirit,  (excluded  from  no  place  by  any  cor- 
poreal refinance,)  did  mingle  with  and  penetrate  all  his 
thoughts,  and  affe6tions,  and  adlions.    So  that  he  feems 
to  have  approached  very  near  to  the  complete  perform- 
ance of  this  duty,  according  to  the  extremity  of  a  literal 
interpretation,  and  to  have  been  always,  without  any  in- 
termiffion^  employed  in  giving  thanks  to  God.    The  con- 
.fideration,  methinks,  of  fo  noble  a  pattern,  adjoined  to  the 
evident  reafonablenefs  of  the  duty,  ihould  engage  us  to 
the  frequent  pra6tice  thereof*. 

But  if  the  confideration  of  this  excellent  example  do 

not,  yet  certainly  that  may  both  provoke  us  to  emulation, 

and  confound  us  with  fhame,  of  Epi&etus,  a  heathen 

man,  whofe  words  to  this  purpofe  feem  very  remarkable : 

Lib.  i.  cap.  £S  yoip  vSv  sfxoftev,  faith  he  in  Arrian's  Diflert.  a\Xo  m  &a 

are^ifX^^^^  ^^^  X«P»'^«^  5  ^^  «^«»  hoi  o-xairrovraj,  xa)  up5yru$y 

tf§tmv[tuu$  aVBf MB«A«r«y  Giiir*  vim  at  t;c»f*tv  u^tXeyUf  n  ^uyyfeifitfv  hf^uu  ftfmvrfiw 
0X*^^*  ifywir,  Kai  ft^  *9H}cmt  f^v^n  htrtwifvif,  &c,     CArj/,  torn*  V.  p.  76-  , 
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Xfl)  itf'dfemef  eBay  rov  ufivov  rov  eU  rh  @iSv ;  Msytf;  6  0kls,  ice.  SBRM. 
that  is^  in  bur  language,  If  we  underjiood  ourf elves,  what  IX' 
other  thing  Jhould  we  do,  either  publicly  or  privately y  than 
fing  hymns  to,  andjpeak  well  of  God,  and  perform  thanks 
unto  him?  Ought  we  not,  when  we  were  digging,  or 
ploughing,  or  eating,  to  fng  a  (fuitable)  hymn  to  him^  P 
Great  is  God,  in  that  he  hath  heftowed  on  us  thofe  iriftru* 
ments  wherewith  we  till  the  ground :  Great  is  God,  hecaufe 
he  hath  given  us  hands,  a  throat,  a  belly  ;  that  we  grow  in- 
fenfibly,  that  Jleeping  we  breathe.  Thus  (proceeds  he) 
fiould  we  upon  every  occurrence  celebrate  God,  andfuper- 
add  of  all  the  mqft  excellent  and  moji  divine  hymn,  for  that 
he  hath  given  us  the  faculty  of  apprehending  and  tifing 
thefe  things  orderly.  JVhereforefince  moJi  men  are  blind 
and  ignorant  of  this,  Jkould  there  not  be  fome  one,  who 
Jhould  difchdrge  this  office,  and  who  Jhould  for  the  rejl  utter 
this  hymn  to  God  P  And  what  can  I,  a  lame  {and  decrepit) 
old  man  do  elfe,  than  celebrate  God  ?  Were  I  indeed  a 
nightingale,  I  would  do  what  belongs  to  a  nightingale ;  if 
afwan,  what  becomes  a  fwan :  butjifice  now  I  am  endued 
with  reafon,  I  ought  to  praife  God,  This  is  my  duty  and 
concernment,  andfo  I  do  ;  neither  will  I  defert  this  employ- 
ment,  while  it  is  in  my  power :  and  to  the  fame  fong  I  ex- 
hort  you  all.  Thus  that  worthy  philofopher,  not  in- 
ftrufting  us  only,  and  exhorting  with  pathetical  difcourfe, 
but  by  his  praftice  inciting  us  to  be  continually  expreffing 
our  gratitude  to  God. 

And  altho.ugh  neither  the  admonition  of  prophets,  nor 
precepts  of  philofophers,  nor  the  examples  of  both,  fliould 
prevail ;  yet  the  precedents,  methinks,  of  dumb  and  fenfe- 
lefe  creatures  fhould  animate  us  thereto;  which  never 
ceafe  to  obey  the  law  impofed  on  them  by  their  Maker, 
and  without  intermiffion  glorify  him.  Tor,  The  heavens pc^IxIt, 
declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  frmdment  Jheweth  his  ^*^'  ®* 
kandy-work.  Day  unto  day  utterethjpeech,  and  night  unto 

*»   Harr»    tdlwf   rlt  fiUf    ioprhv  aiyowtty    vutrn  vifr^tn   snt^itumt  rov   Giev 
Wi9iirf£i*M,  yu/fySfU9  miymrts,   trA^cMV  uftwwtt,   nuTti    t^9  ^XXnv  ifXirt'ff 
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SERM.  night  Jkeweth  knowledge.    There  is  nojpeech  nor  kn^uage, 
JX,      where  their  voice  is  not  lieard.     It  is  St.  Chryfoftom's  ar* 

InPf.czliv..gunientation  ;  Ka)  yaq  altrp^pov  h  ehi,  faith  he^  rh  KoynAtt 
avipmrovj   xeii    rm  Iptofji^ooy  eaeavrcof  rifuJTtpWf   tkarlov  t% 
Mrla-eas  fepmv  xaret  rdv  r^^  raf  ij/x/a;  kiyov*  lax  altrx^  ^e  fi^ifw, 
oAA^  xa)  Sto%o9j  &c.  It  were  an  ugly  thing,  that  man,  en* 
dued  with  reafon,  and  the  mojl  honouralle  of  all  things 
vifihle,  Jhould  in  rendering  thanks  and  praife  be  exceeded  '■ 
by  other  •creatures :  neither  is  it  only  bafe,  but  abfurd.    For 
how  can  it  be  othetivife, fnce  other  creatures  every  day' 
and  every  hour  Jend  up  a  doxohgy  to   their  Lord  and- 
Maker  P    For,  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God, 
&c. 

If  the  bufy  heavens  are  always  at  leifure,  and  the  ftupid 
earth  is  perpetually  a<%ive  in  manifefting  the  wifdom^ 
power^  and  goodnefs  of  their  Creator ;  how  ihamefiil  is 
it,  that  we  (the  flower  of  his  creation,  the  moft  obliged, 
and  moft  capable  of  doing  it)  fhould  commonly  be  either 
too  bufy,  or  too  idle  to  do  it;  fliould  feldom  or  never  bc^ 
difpofed  to  contribute  our  endeavours  to  the  advancement 
of  his  glory  ?  But, 

2.  Giving  thanks  always  may  import  our  appointing, 
and  punftually  obferving,  certain  convenient  times  of  per- 
forming this  duty;  that  is,  of  ferious  meditation  upon, 
and  affeftionate  acknowledgment  of  the  divine  bounty. 
We  know  that  all  perfons,  who  defign  with  advantage  to 
profecute  an  orderly  courfe  of  aftion,  and  would  not  lead 
a  tumultuary  life,  are  wont  to  diftinguifh  their  portions  of 
time,  affigning  fome  to  the  neceflary  refefitions  of  their 
body,  others  to  the  divertifement  of  their  minds,  and  a 
great  part  to  the  difpatch  of  their  ordinary  bufinefs: 

Jam.  i.  ••  otherwife  (like  St.  James's  double- minded  man)  thqf 
would  be  UTiftable  in  all  their  ways;  they  would  ever 
fluctuate  in  their  refolutions,  and  be  uncertain  when,  and 
how,  and  to  what  they  fhould  apply  themfelves.  Andfo, 
this  main  concernment  of  ours,  this  moft  excellent  part  of 
our  duty,  if  we  do  not  depute  fome  vacant  feafons  for  it, 
and  obferve  fome  periodical  recourfes  thereof,  we  fliall  bo 
tenipted  often  to  omit  it ;  we  (hall  be  liftlefs  to  do  it,apt 
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tD-defisr-it,  and  eafily  diverted  from  it  by  the  encroach-  SERXL 
ments  of  other  lefs-behoving  affairs.  ^^' 

The  Jews,  to  preferve  them  in  the  conftant  exercife  of 
this  duty,  had  inflituted  by  God  a  facrifice  called  TDH 
{jug^)y  rendered  by  the  Greek  tranflators,  ^  Siairawo^Dan.  via. 
^la,  the  continual  facrifice  ;  to  which  the  divine  author  ^^' 
of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  feems  to  allude,  when  in 
thefe   words   he   exhorts :    Ai'   axrr^    Sv  ava^efafiev  drxrlav  Heb.  xiiL 
Mtho^  itaxavros  rco  Gt^J'    By  him  therefore  let  us  offer  the^^' 
fierifice  ofpraife  to  God  continually ,  (or  the  continual  fa- 
crifice of  praife,)  the  fruit  of  our  lips,  giving  thanks  to  his 
name*  As  that  facrifice  therefore,  being  offered  conffantly  at 
afet  time,  was  thence  denominated  continual;  fo  perhaps 
may  we,  by  conftantly  obferving  fome  fit  returns  ofpraife 
and  thankfgiving,  be  faid  always  to  give  thanks. 

In  determining  the  feafons  and  proportions  of  which, 
what  other  rule  or  (landard  can  we  better  conform  to, 
than  that  of  the  royal  Prophet  ?  I  (hall  not  urge  his  ex- 
ample fo  much ;  (according  to  which  we  (hould  be  obliged 
to  a  greater  frequency ;)  for,  Seven  times  a  day,  faith  he,  Pf.cxix.64. 
do  Ipraife  thee,  hecaufe  of  thy  righteous  judgments  :  but 
rather  allege  his  general  direction  and  opinion,  propofed 
to  us  in  thofe  words  of  his;  It  is  a  good  thing  to  givept,  xcii.  1, 
ilmnks  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  fng  praifes  unto  thy  name,^'^^'  ^^* 
0  thou  Mo/i  High;  to  Jhew  forth  thy  loving-kindnefs  every 
morning,  and  thy  faithfulnefs  every  night.  It  is  a  good 
tkit^j  that  is,  a  feemly,  a  convenient,  a  commendable,  a 
*due  performance :  every  morning;  that  is,  when  our  fpi- 
rits,  being  recreated  with  fleep,  are  become  more  vigorous, 
tmr  memories  more  frefh,  our  fancies  more  quick  and 
adive :  to  Jhew  forth  thy  loving-kindnefs  ;  that  is,  from  a 
-hearty  fenfe  of  our  obligation,  to  acknowledge  the  free 
-bounty  of  him,  who,  in  purfuance  of  his  former  kindnefs, 
hath  been  pleafed  to  accumulate  new  favours  to  us;  to 
^guard  us  by  his  watchful  care,  when  we  were  buried^  as 
it  were,  in  a  fenfelefs  ignorance,  and  total  negle£l  of  our 
own  wel&re  j  to  raife  us  from  that  temporary  deay^i,  and 
to  confer  a  new  life  upon  us,  reftoring  us  to  our  health, 
to  aur  means  of  fubfiffence,  to  all  the  neceflary  fupports^ 
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SERM.  and  the  defirable  comforts  of  life :  every  night  alio  ;  that 
^X.  is,  when  our  fpirits  are  exhaufted  with  a&ion,  and  OM 
minds  tired  with  thoughtfulnefs ;  when  we  are  become 
weary,  not  of  doing  only,  but  almoft  of  being ;  we  fhould 
conclude  our  toils,  and  wrap  up  our  cares  in  the  fweet 
fenfe  and  grateful  memory  of  his  goodnefs,  who  hath  pro- 
teded  us  fo  many  hours  from  the  manifold  dangers,  and 
more  fins,  to  which,  by  our  weaknefs,  and  our  folly,  and 
our  bad  inclinations,  we  are  through  every  minute  eac- 
pofed ;  and  withal  hath  provided  us  fo  eafy  and  fo  de- 
lightful a  means  of  recovering  our  fpent  adivity,  of  Mr 
pairing  our  decayed  flrength. 

Thus  if  we  condantly  begin,  and  thus  clofe  up,  thus 
bound  and  circurafcribe  our  days,  dedicating  thofe  moft 
Pf.  ixv.  8.  remarkable  periods  of  time  to  bleffing  God,  and  makingt 
as  the  Pfalmiil  fpeaks,  the  outgoings  of  the  morrwig  and 
evening  to  rejoice  in  him  :  (fince  beginning  ^nd  ending 
do  in  a  manner  comprehend  the  whole  ;  and  the  moming 
and  evening,  in  Mofes's  computation  and  dyle,  do  c<hi- 
ftitute  a  day ;)  we  may  (not  incongruoufly)  be  fuppofed 
and  faid  to  give  thanks  always.  But  yet  farther,  this  may 
import, 

3.  A  vigilant  attendance  upon  this  duty,  fuch  as  men 
bellow  on  their  employments,  whereof  though  the  a^ual 
profecution  ceafes,  yet  the  defign  continually  proceeds. 
As  we  fay,  fuch  a  one  is  writing  a  book,  building  a  houfe, 
occupying  a  piece  of  land,  though  he  be  at  that  pre&nt 
peradventure  fleeping,  or  eating,  or  fatisfying  fome  other 
defire;  becaufe  his  defign  never  deeps,  and  his  purpofe 
perfifls  uninterrupted.    And  thus,  it  feems,  we  are  to  un- 
derhand our  Saviour  and  the  Apoftles,  when  they  exhort 
Rom.  xii.    US  Trpoa-KupTspelv,  to  continue  inftant  in  prayer  and  thankf- 
Eph.  vi.  is.S^^^^S  9  ^^^  dypwrveiv  h  vmtyi  vpoo-xaprgp^crg*,  to  tvatch  with 
Col.  iy.2.   all perfeverance  ;  and  ypijyopeTv,  to  wake  in  thankfgiving; 
1  Theff.  V.  ^^^  M  wawecr^a*,  not  to  give  over  giving  thanks :  and  to 
i7«       ...  perform  thefe  duties  oStaXgiWcof,  inceffantlyj  or  without 
1.  givin£L  off;  jx^  exxaxeiv,  not  to  grow  worfe^  faint y  or faulter : 

(whicn  is,  in  that  place,  made  equivalent  to,  explicatory 
of  doing  duty  always.)     Which  expreflSons  denote  a  moft 


The  Duty  qf  Thank/giving.  171 

diligMt  attendance  on  thefe  duties;  that  we  may  make  SERM. 
them  not  a  iropfpyov,  a  diverfion  or  by-bufinefs  of  our  lives^      IX. 
allowing  only  a  perfundory  and  defultorious  endeavour 
on  them  ;  but  efleem  them  a  weighty  bufinefs,  to  be  pur- 
fiied  with  fteadfaft  refolution  and  unwearied  induAry. 

As  our  beings  and  powers  did  proceed  from  the  good- 
9C&9  fo  the  refults  of  them  naturally  tend  to  the  glory  o^ 
God ;  and  the  deliberations  of  our  will  ought  to  confpire 
with  the  infiindts  of  our  nature ;  it  fhould  be  the  principal 
defign  which  our  intention  ihould  aim  at^  and  our  endea- 
TOUT  always  drive  on^  to  glorify  our  Maker.  Which 
doing,  we  may  be  reputed  to  difcharge  this  duty^  and  in  . 
Ibme  fenfe  laid  always  to  give  thanks.    But  farther, 

4.  This  term  [alwaj/s']  doth  neceflarily  imply  a  ready 
difpofition,  or  habitual  inclination,  to  ^ve  thanks,  ever 
permanent  in  us :  that  our  hearts,  as  David's  was,  be 
jEsoct  always  (that  is,  fittingly  prepared,  and  fteadily  re-Pf.  cviii.  1. 
folved)  to  thank  and  praife  God ;  that  our  afie£tions  be 
£ke  tinder,  though  not  sdways  inflamed,  yet  eafy  inflam- 
mable by  the  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs. 

^is  {kid  of  the  righteous  man,  that  he  is  ever  merciful,  pf.  xxz?ii. 
€md  lendeth :  not  for  that  he  doth  ever  aftuaUy  difpenfe  ^^' 
alms,  or  fiimifli  his  poor  neighbour  with  fupplies;  but 
becaufe  his  mind  is  ever  inclinable  to  do  it,  when  need 
requires.  So  a  grateful  man  doth  always  give  thanks,  by 
.being  difpofed  to  do  it  upon  all  fit  occafions.  Tis  the 
habit  that  qualifies  and  denominates  a  man  fuch  or  fuch 
in  any  kind  or  degree  of  morality.  A  good  man  is  in 
•Scripture  frequently  compared  to  a  tree  bringing  forth 
fruit  in  duefeafon;  and  the  root  thereof  is  this  habitual 
difpofition,  which,  being  nouriflied  by  the  dew  of  heaven, 
and  quickened  by  the  benign  influence  of  divine  grace, 
iprouts  forth  opportunely,  and  yields  a  plentiful  increafe 
of  good  fruit.  Though  we  cannot  always  fing,  our  or- 
gans may  be  always  rightly  tuned  for  praife  j  at  leafl:  they 
fhould  never  be  unftrung,  and  wholly  out  of  kelter. 

We  (hould  maintain  in  ourfelves  a  conilant  good  tem- 
per of  mind,  that  no  opportunity  furprifc,  and  find  us  un- 
prepared to  entertain  worthily  the  efTe^  of  divine  &vour: 


36. 
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SERM.  otherwife  we  fhall  as  well  lofe  the  benefit,  as  God  the 
JX.      thanks  and  glory  due  to  them.     That  we  be  always  thus 
difpofed,  is  not  impoflible,  and  therefore  reqiiifite.    But 
moreover, 

5.  Laftly,  Giving  thanks  always  imports,  that  we  rca-- 
dily  embrace  every  opportunity  of  aftually  exprefling  our 
thankfulnefs.  For  fo,  what  in  fome  places  of  Scripture . 
is  enjoined  to  be  done  continually^  and  ivithoui  cea^ng, 
is  in  others  only  required  to  be  done  upon  all  opportu^ 
nities.  Which  fhews,  that  iravroTf  is  to  be  expounded^ 
not  fo  much  Iv  irayrl  XP^vcoy  at  all  times,  as  h  ^etrr)  naigS, 

Epb.vi.  is.f'n  every Jectfon,  So  Tpoo-gup^ojxffvoi  Iv  frctrri  xaipa^  h  meufutrtj 
praying  upon  every  opportunity  in  your/pirit:  and,  'Aypw- 

Luke  zxi.  Tvsrrff  3v  Iv  Tayr)  xenpw  $e(f/x£voi.  Be  watchful,  praying  in  every 
feqfon.  And  this  fenfe  feems  probably  to  be  chiefly  in- 
tended by  this  Apoftle,  whenever  he  hath  (as  he  hath 
often)  this  expreffion,  wavrore  euip^apireTv,  that  we  embrace 
every  overture  or  fit  occafion  of  giving  thanks. 

Tis  true,  no  time  is  unfeafonable  to  do  it :  every  mo- 
ment we  receive  favours,  and  therefore  every  minute  we 
owe  thanks :  yet  there  are  fome  efpecial  feafons,  that  do 
more  importunately  require  them.  We  fhould  be  like 
thofe  trees  that  bear  fruit  (more  or  lefs)  continually ;  but 
then  more  kindly,  and  more  abundantly,  when  more  pow- 
erfully cheriftied  by  the  heavenly  warmth. 

When  any  frefli,  any  rare,  any  remarkable  benefit  hap- 
pens to  us ;  when  profperous  fuccefs  attends  our  boneft 
endeavours ;  when  unexpefted  favours  fall  as  it  were  of 
their  own  accord  into  our  bofoms  5  (like  the  grain  in  the 
golden  age  fpringing  uG-wctproi  xa«  dv^poruy  without  our  care 
or  our  toil,  for  our  ufe  and  enjoyment ;)  when  we  are  de- 
livered from  flraits  in  our  apprehenfion  inextricable,  fur- 
mount  difficulties  feeming  infuperable,  efcape  haizards  (as 
we  fufpefted)  inevitable;  then  is  afpecial  feafon  prefented 
us  of  offering  up  the  facrifice  of  praife  to  the  Grod  of 
mercy,  help,  and  viftory. 

When  we  revolve  in  our  minds  (as  we  fhould  often  do) 
the  favourable  pafTages  of  providence,  that  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  our  lives  have  befallen  us :  how  in  our  extreme 
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poverty  and  diftreis  (when  perhaps  no  help  appeared^  and  SERM. 
all  hopes  feemed  to  &il  us,)   God  hath  raifed  us  up      IX. 
fiiends^  who  have  commiferated,  comforted,  and  fuccoured  "~"""— * 
us;  and  not  only  fo,  but  hath  changed  our  forrowful 
condition  into  aftate  of  joy;  hath  (to  ufe  the  Pfalmift's  ex- 
pieffions)  turned  our  mourning  into  dancing;  hathpz^  offourVi.xtx.  11. 
Jktkdoihy  and  girded  us  with  gladnefs;  hath  conjidered  our^,  xxzi.  7, 
trouble^  and  known  our  foul  in  adverjity  ;  hath^e^  our  feet  ^' 
»  a.  large  room^  and^  furnifhed  us  with  plentiful  means  of 
fabfifience ;  how  in  the  various  changes,  and  adventures^ 
and  travels  of  our  life,  upon  fea  and  land,  at  home  and 
abroad,  among  iriends,  and  (Irangefs,  and  enemies,  he 
bath  prote&ed  us  from  wants  and  dangers ;  from  devour- 
ing difeafes,  and  the  diflemperatures  of  infectious  air; 
from  the  aflaults  of  bloody  thieves  and  barbarous  pirates ; 
from  the  rage  of  fire,  and  fury  of  tempers ;  from  difaf- 
troos  cafualties;  from  treacherous  furprifes;  from  open 
mifchiefis,  that  with  a   dreadful  face   approached    and 
threatened  our  deAru£tion  :  then  mod  opportunely  ibould 
we  with  all  thankful  exultation  of  mind  admire  and  cele<> 
brate  our  Jirengthj  and  our  deliverer ;  our  faithful  refuge 
« trouble^  and  the  rock,  of  our  falvation. 

Alfo  when  the  ordinary  effefts  of  divine  providence  do 
in  any  advantageous  manner  prefent  themfelves  to  our 
tiew  ;  when  we  perufe  the  volumes  of  (lory,  and  therein 
obferve  the  various  events  of  human  adlion ;  eipecially 
the  feafonable  rewards  of  virtue,  the  notable  protedions 
and  deliverances  of  innocence,  and  the  unexpedled  pu- 
niihments  of  malicious  wickednefs  :  then  we  fhould  with 
tbankfiil  acclamations  cAbrate  the  divine  goodnefs  and 
juftice ;  joining  in  concert  with  that  heavenly  choir,  and 
laying.  Hallelujah  ;falvation^  and  glory ^  and  honour ^  ^^^ Apoc.  xix. 
pfxwer  unto  the  Lord  our  God :  for  true  and  righteous  are  1*  a. 
Usjtidgments. 

Or  when  we  contemplate  the  wonderful  works  of  nature, 
and,  walking  about  at  our  Icifure,  gaze  upon  this  ample 
theatre  of  the  world,  confidering  the  (lately  beauty,  cpn- 
flant  order,  and  fumptuous  furniture  thereof;  the  glorious 
fplendour  and  uniform  motion  of  the  heavens ;  the  plea^ 


174  1^  'Dttiy  ofTkankfghmg. 

SERM.  fent  fertility  of  the  earth ;  the  curious  figure  and  frUgrant 
JX.  fweetnefs  of  plants;  the  exquifite  frame  of  animals  $  and 
all  other  amazing  miracles  of  nature,  wherein  the  glorioui 
attributes  of  God  (efpecially  his  tranfcendent  goddneb) 
are  moft  confpicuouily  difplayed ;  (fo  that  by  them  not' 
only  large  acknowledgments,  but  even  gratulatory  hymns^ 
as  it  were,  of  praife  have  been  extorted  froqi  the  mouths 
of  Ariftotle,  Pliny,  Galen,  and  fuch  like  men,  never  fiiT- 
pe£ted  guilty  of  an  exceffive  devotion;)  then  fhould  our 
hearts  be  affe£ted  with  thankful  fenfe,  and  our  lips  break 
forth  into  his  praife. 

Yea,  from  every  objeft  of  fenfe,  from  every  event  of 
providence,  from  every  common  occurrence,  we  may  ex- 
traft  fit  matter  of  thankfgiving :  as  did  our  Saviour^ 
when,  coniidering  the  ftupid  infidelity  of  thofe  proud  peo- 
ple of  Chorazin,  Bethfaida,  and  Capernaum,  (who  were 
not  at  all  affefled  by  his  miraculous  works,  nor  moved  to 
repentance  by  his  pathetical  difcourfes,)  and  comparing 
it  with  the  pious  credulity  of  his  meaner  difciples,  he 

Lukex.  31. brake  forth  into  that  divine  ejaculation;  /  thank  thee,  O 
Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  hajl  concealed 
thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haji  revealed 
them  unto  babes,  'Ev  sxelvep  rm  xatpm  ebFOxpi^e)s  'Iijcrov;  elin, 
faith  the  evangelical  narration;  Upon  that  occq/ton  Jeftis 
thusfpake  :  he  embraced  that  convenient  opportunity  of 
thankfully  acknowledging  God's  wife  and  gracious  dif- 
penfation.  And  frequent  occafion  is  afforded  us  daily 
(were  our  minds  fuitably  difpofed)  of  doing  the  like. 

But  fo  much  concerning  th^ime  of  performing  thxr 
duty.  * 

IV.  We  proceed  to  the  matter  thereof, /or  all  things. 
St.  Chryfoftom  (in  his  Commentary  upon  the  145th 
Pfalm)  having  enumerated  feveral  particulars  for  which 
we  are  bound  to  thank  God ;  "  Becaufe,"  (I  recite  his 
words  punftually  rendered,)  ^^  Becaufe,  faith  he,  he  hath 
^^  made  us,  who  before  had  no  being,  and  made  us 
*«  fuch  as  we  are ;  becaufe  he  upholds  us  being  made, 
**and  takes  care  of  us  continually,  both  publicly 
**  and  privately,  fecretly  and  openly,  with  and  without 
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•'eur  knowledge;  for  all  vlfible  things  created  for  our  SERM. 

^&ke,  the  mmiftiy  of  them  afforded  to  us ;  the  conform-      IX. 

Nation  of  our  bodies,  the  noblenefs  of  our  fouls;  his 

^  daily  difpenfations  by  miracles,  by  laws,  by  punifli- 

*  ments  ;  his  various  and  incomprehenfible  providence ; 

'^  for  the  chief  of  all,  that  he  hath  notfpared  his  only- 

^ begotten  Son  for  our  fake;  the  benefits  conferred  on 

•us  by  baptifm,  and  the  other  holy  myfteries,  (or  fa- 

'^craments;)  the  ineffable  good  things  to  be  bellowed 

« on  us  hereafter,  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  refurrec- 

*  don,  the  enjoyment  of  perfeft  blifs ;"  having,  I  fay,  in 
Acle  words  comprifed  the  things  for  which  we  are 
obliged  to  thank  and  praife  God,  he  thus  defpondently 
concludes :  (*Av  yot,p  htct^v  n;  tovtoov  xetraXiyYij  el$  iciXctyog. 
ifoerwf  liMretrelTeu  i6e§y€<rt6wy  xoi  o\|/eraf  incrcov  Irtv  (nnu^vvos  r^ 
BtfJ)  ^^  If  any  one  fhall  endeavour  to  recount  particu- 
"  larly  every  one  of  thefe  things,  he  will  but  plunge  him- 

*  felf  into  an  unexpreffible  deep  of  benefits,  and  then  per- 
**ccive  for  how  unexpreffibly  and  inconceivably  many 
^  good  things  he  flands  engaged  to  God/*  And  to  the 
like  non  plus  doth  the  devout  Pfalmift  feem  to  be  reduced, 

when  he  thus  exclaims.  How  precious  are  thy  thought s?i.cTxxix. 
unto  mCf  0  God  I  how  great  is  the  fum  of  them  !  If  I^xxvi^  5  e, 
fimdd  count   therriy  they   are  more  in  number  than  the  7* 
fand. 

I  (hall  not  therefore  confound  myfelf  by  launching  too 
&r  into  this  immenfe  ocean,  nor  flrive  minutely  to  com- 
pute the  incomprehenfible  fum  of  the  divine  benefits ;  but 
only  obferve,  that  in  grofs,  according  to  our  Apoftle's  cal- 
culation, all  things,  which  however  happen  to  us,  are  in- 
gredients thereof.  No  occurrence  (great  or  fmall,  com- 
mon or  particular,  prefent  or  pafl,  pleafant  or  fad,  perpe- 
tual or  tranfitory)  is  excluded  from  being  the  fubjefit  of 
our  thankfgiving  :  each  one  may  prove  beneficial  to  us ; 
and  we  are  v^^ith  a  cheerful  contentednefs  and  a  grateful 
refentment  to  receive  them  all  from  God's  hand.  But  to 
obferve  fome  little  diftinftion  :  I  fay, 

I.  We  are  to  give  thanks,  not  only  for  great  and  no- 
table benefits,  but  for  the  leafl  and  mofl  ordinary  favours 
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SERM.  of  God :  though  indeed  none  of  God's  favotmare  in  them* 
^X.      felves  fmall  and  inconfiderable.    Men  are  wont  to  bleft 
themfelves,  if  they  receive  but  a  tranfient  glance  from  a 
prince's  eye ;  a  fmile  from  a  great  perfonage ;  any  deader 
intimation  of  regard  from  him  that  is  in  capacity  to  da 
them  good.    What  is  it  then  to  receive  the  lead  tefti- 
mony  of  his  good- will,  from  whom  alone  every  good  thing 
can  be  expe&ed ;  upon  whofe  difpofal  all  happy  fucceft 
of  our  wjfhes,  our  hopes,  and  our  endeavours  do  en- 
tirely depend !    We  repute  him  unjuft,  who  withholds 
the  lead  part  of  what  is  due  from  the  true  ovmer:  and 
is  not  be  ingrateful  then,  that  omits  to  render  thanks  for 
the  lead  of  divine  mercies  ? 
1  Cor.  XV.       There  is  one  glory  ofthejun,  another  of  the  moony  another 
**•  of  thejiarsy  faith  St  Paul.     Some  works  of  God  indeed 

excel  in  lullre ;  yet  all  are  glorious,  all  are  to  be  difcemed» 
all  to  be  efteemed  and  thankfully  entertained  by  us.  The 
brightnefs  of  the  one  (hould  not  wholly  obfcure  the  other ; 
if  it  do,  it  argues  the  weaknefs  of  our  fenfe,  the  dulnefs 
of  our  fpiritual  faculty.  For  every  beam  of  light  that  de- 
light* our  eye,  for  every  breath  of  air  that  cheers  our  Ipi- 
rits,  for  every  drop  of  pleafant  liquor  that  cools  our  thirft> 
for  every  minute  of  comfortable  repofe,  for  every  ftep  we 
fafely  take,  for  the  happy  iffue  of  the  lead  undertaking, 
for  efcaping  the  vengeance  due  to  an  idle  word  or  a  wan- 
ton thought,  we  Qwe  a  hymn  of  praife  to  God.     But, 

2.  We  are  to  render  thanks,  not  only  for  new  and  pre- 
fent  benefits,  but  for  all  we  have  formerly,  all  that  wc 
may  hereafter  receive.  We  find  David  not  only  frequent- 
ly acknowledging  the  gracious  difpenfations  of  providence 
toward  him  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  but  look- 
ing back  in  his  thankful  devotions  as  far  as  his  very  ori- 
ginal being,  and  praiiing  God  for  favours  conferred  on  him 
Pf.  cxxxix.  beyond  his  memory,  yea  before  his  life.  /  will  praife 
14, 15, 16.  tJiee^  faith  he,ybr  /  am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  : 
marvellous  are  thy  works,  and  that  my  foul  knoweth  right 
well.  My  fuljiance  was  not  hid  from  thee,  when  I  was 
made  infecret,  and  curioujly  wrought  in  the  lower  p€trts  of 
the  earth.    Thine  eyes  did  fee  my  fubjiajice,  yet  being  im^ 
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piarjk&;  and  in  thy  look  all  my  members  were  written^  SERM. 
which  in  continuance  were  fafliionedi  when  as  yet  there      ^' 
IMU  none  ofthenh  And  St.  Paul,  yet  farther  reflefiting  his  " 
gnitiBlvil  confidjc^ration,  blefles  God  for  his  favour  com- 
.menced  bqfpr^.the  beginning  of  things.     Bleffedj  faith  he, 
lejthe  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/i,  who  haihEphri.Q,4. 
V^Hfd  us  wiik  cUjpiriival  ble/pngs  in  heavenly  places  in 
Cbriftp  according  as  he  hath  chojen  us  before  the  foundation 
^.tJfe  wprld- 

Neither  doth  the  memory  only  of  former,  and  the  en- 
joyment Qf  prefent,  but  the  hope  and  forefight  alfo  of  fii- 
tone  bljciSngs,  worthily  claim  our  thanks.  For,  faith  St.  1  Pet.  i.  3, 
Peter,  JBleffed  be  tlie  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  ^' 
Ckrlfty  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath  begot^ 
ten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  refurreSiion  of  Jefus 
Chrjfi from  the  dead:  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and 
midefiledf  referved  in  heaven  for  you.  Beads  only,  and 
mpoL  not  XQuch  better  than  they,  are  afiefted  with  prefent 
good  turns  :  but  mqn  of  honeft  and  generous  temper  re- 
(ent  indifferently  the  obligations  of  all  times.  Senfe  doth 
oat  confine  th^ir  gratitude,  nor  abfence  remove,  nor  age 
wear :it  put.  What  once  is  done,  is  ever  done  to  them; 
«Dd  .what  of  courtefy  is  purpofed,  feems  to  them  perform- 
ed- J3ut  having  before  difcourfed  fomewhat  largely  con- 
cerning the  remembrance  of  benefits,  I  leave  this  point* 
Furthermore, 

.3.  We  fbould  blefs  God,  not  only  for  new,  rare,  extra- 
*  ordinary  accidents  of  providence,  but  for  the  common  and 
daily  benefits  and  indulgences  thereof.  Thefe  favours  are 
nfiifilly  the  greateft.and  mod  valuable  in  their  own  na- 
ture. (For  what  can  be  imagined  of  higher  confequence 
to  us,  than  the  prefervation  of  our  lives  and  of  our  edates, 
by  .which  they  are  comfortably  maintained ;  than  the  aon- 
Ifamanoe  of  our  bodies  in  good  health,  and  our  minds  in 
their  right  wits;  than  the  knowledge  of  heavenly  truth, 
the  encouragements  to  virtue  and  piety,  the  affidances  of 
divine  grafce^  and  the  promifes  of  eternal  blifs  continiiially 
eidubited  to  us  <^  ?)  Shall  the  commonnefs  and  continuance 

*  Quern  vtro  aftrorum  ordines,  quem  dienim  no^umgut  viciffitudiacf, 
VOI-.  I.  N 
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S  ERM.  of  thefe  exceeding  favours,  that  they  are  not  given  us  once: 
IX.  only,  and  tranfitorily,  but  continued,  (that  is,  given  us  lb- 
often  as  time  hath  inftants,)  and  with  an  uninterrupted 
perfeverance  renewed  unto  us ;  (hall  this  abate  and  ener-r'. 
vate  our  gratitude,  which  in  all  reafon  (hould  mainly  in-^ 
creafe  and  confirm  it  ?  But  this  point  I  alfo  touched  be- 
fore, and  therefore,  forbearing  to  infift  thereon,  I  proceed. . 
4.  We  (hould  give  thanks,  not  only  for  private  and  par*: 
ticular,  but  for  public  benefits  alfo,  and  for  fuch  as  befiEdl.- 

iTim.  ii.  1.  others.  I  exhort  therefore,  faith  St.  Paul,  before  all  things^ 
thatfupplicationsy  prayers,  intercejfwns,  and  thankfgiving$ 
le  made  for  all  men :  not  prayers  only,  for  good  things  to.^ 
be  beftowed  on  others ;  but  thankfgivings  alfo,  for  the  be- 
nefits received  by  others.  (And  (nrip  %olytwv  in  our  testy 
however  otlierwife  commonly  interpreted,  may  well  admit 
this  fenfe  alfo ;  and  be  taken  indifferently,  pro  omnibus^for , 
all  perfons,  and  propter  omnia, for  all  things,) 

Vid.  Chryf.     We  are  all  citizens  of  the  world,  and  concerned  in  its 

Or.  2.  good  conftitution ;  and  thence  obliged  thankfully  to  adoro. . 
the  mighty  Upholder  and  wife  Governor  thereof,  praifioig 
him  for  all  the  general  benefits  liberally  poured  forth  upoa 
mankind.  We  partake  in  the  commodities  of  civil  fo- 
ciety  ;  and  therefore  fhould  heartily  thank  him,  by  whc^e 
gracious  difpofal  order  is  maintained,  peace  continued^ 
juftice  adminiftered,  plenty  provided,  our  lives  made  fafe 
and  fweet  to  us  therein.  We  are  members  of  a  church,- 
and  highly  interefted  in  the  profperous  eftate  and  well- 
being  thereof :  when  unity  therefore  is  preferved,  and  cha- 
rity abounds  ',  when  knowledge  is  increafed,  and  virtue 
encouraged ;  when  piety  iiourifhes,  and  truth  triumphs 
therein ;  we  are  bound  to  render  all  poffible  thanks  ta* 
the  gracious  bedower  of  thofe  inedimable  bleiQngs. 

We  are  much  miftaken  in  our  account,  if  we  either  de- 
termine our  own  concernments,  or  meafure  this  duty^by 
the  narrow  rule  of  our  private  advantage :  for  fubdu&ing 
either  the  benefits  commonly  indulged  to  mankind,  or 

qttcm  menfium  temperatioi  quemque  ea  qua  nobis  gignuntur  ad  firuendum 
Dpn  gratum  efTc  commit;  hunc^homineia  omnino  numerare  qui  decet^ 
Cif-  it  Ltg.  ii.  *. 
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t.tefe  which  accrue  from  the  welfare  of  public  fociety,  SERM. 

iivlut  poffibility  will  remain  of  fubfiftence,  of  fafety,  of     IX. 

oontent  unto  us  ?  what  but  confufion^  want,  violence,  and  '"""""""^ 

4ifquiet  ? 

-.  As  we  are  concerned  with  our  utmoft  endeavours  to 

promote,  to  wifh  and  pray  for,  to  delight  and  rejoice  ffij^ 

ihe  public  good  of  mankind,  the  peace  of  our  country, 

the  ppofperity  of  Sion ;  fo  we  are  to  blefs  and  thank  him, 

bjr  whole  gracious  help  and  furtherance  they  are  attained. 

If  we  confult  all  hiftory,  (facred  and  civil,)  we  fhall  find 
il  to  contain  hardly  any  thing  elfe  confiderable,  but  the 
cnneft  endeavours  of  good  men  for  public  benefit,  and 
their  thankful  acknowledgments  to  the  divine  goodnefs 
for  it.  Mofes,  David,  Nehemiah,  St.  Paul,  all  the  Pro- 
phets, and  all  the  ApofUes,  what  other  things  memorable 
did  they  do,  but  ferve  God  in  procuring  public  good,  and 
Uefs  God  for  conferring  it  ?    * 

Neither  only  as  we  are  combined  with  others  in  com- 
mon interefl;,  but  without  felfifh  refpeds,  purely  out  of 
charity,  and  humanity,  and  ingenuous  pity,  are  we  obliged 
to  thank  God  for  the  benefits  he  is  pleafed  to  impart  to 
odiers.     If  upon  thefe  accounts  we  are  commanded  to  do  Gal,  ri.  10. 
good  to  all  men  ;  to  rejoice  with  thofe  that  rejoice;  to  loveKo.  xU.  15. 
eoen  thofe  that  hate  us,  and  hlefs  thofe  that  curfe  us;  His  Matt.  ¥.44. 
(by  £ur  confequence)  furely  intended,  that  we  fhould  alfo 
hkfs  God  for  the  good  ifTue  of  our  honefl  endeavours,  or 
of  our  good  wifhes  for  them. 

And  verily  could  we  become  endowed  with  this  excel- 
lent quality  of  delighting  in  others'  good,  and  heartily 
thanking  God  for  it,  we  needed  not  to  envy  the  wealth  and 
fplendour  of  the  greateft  princes,  not  the  wifdom  of  the 
profbundeft  dodors,  not  the  religion  of  the  devouteft  an- 
dKMPets,  no,  nor  the  happinefs  of  the  highefl  angels  :  for 
upon  this  fuppofition,  as  the  glory  of  all  is  God's,  fo  the 
eCQlent  in  all  would  be  ours.  All  the  fruit  they  can  per- 
ci^ve  of  their  happy  condition,  of  what  kind  foever,  is  to 
jrejoice  in  it  themfelves,  and  to  praife  God  for  it :  and  this 
fhould  we  then  do  as  well  as  they.  My  neighbour's  good 
fucceft  it  mine^  if  I  equally  triumph  therein ;  his  riches 
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8ERM.  are  mine^  if  I  delight  to  fee  him  enjoy  then):  hit  1m| 
nC'  is  mine,  if  it  refirefh  my  fpirits:  his  virtue  mine,  if  I  byl| 
l>ettered,  and  have  hearty  complacence  therein.  Byd 
means  a  man  derives  a  confluence  of  joy'  upon  1| 
felf,  and  makes  himfelf^  as  it  were,  the  centre  of  aHJ 
dfjr;  enriches  himfelf  with  the  plenty,  and  faliatea  I 
felf  with  the  pleafure,  of  the  whole  world:  refervhi| 
God  the  praife,  he  enjoys  the  fatisfiBidion  of  all  goodri 
happens  to  any. 

Thus  we  fee  David  frequently  thanking  God,  not 

his  &vour  only  and  mercy  fliewed  particularly  to  him 

but  for  his  common  munificence  toward  all ;  for  (to 

K  czlv.  9.  his  OVTU  phrafes)  his  goodnefs  to  all,  and  his  tender  mm 

«lv».7>8,  ^^  ^^  ^-^  works;  for  executing  judgment  in  behal 

the  oppreffed;  (or  feeding  the  hungry;  for  loqfeniwjf 

prifoners;  for  opening  the  eyes  of  the  Hind;  for  n» 

them  that  are  bowed  down;  for  preferving  thejiran^ 

pr.  cxlviH   and  relieving  the  fatherle/s  and  widow  ;  for  lifting  tip 

i'pct.v,  7  ^'^^^f  ^^^  loving f  and  caring  for,  and  defending  the  r 

Pf.T.  11.    ieous;  for  opening  his  hand,  and  fatisfying  the  defir 

cxi'vf  16.     ^^  living  thing ;  for  giving  to  the  beaft  his  food,  an 

•xlvii.  9.    t}ie  young  ravens  when  they  cry  unto  him ;  in  a  word* 

his  goodnefs  to  every  particular  creature,  not  exclui 

the  mod  contemptible  nor  the  moft  favage  of  all.    : 

how  afie^onately  doth  St.  Paul  every  where  thank  < 

for  the  growth  in  grace  and  fpiritual  wifdom,  for  the 

tience  in  affli&ion  and  perfeverance  in  faith,  of  t 

good  ChrifUans  he  writes  unto !    So  fhould,,  with  u 

reftrained  exuberakice,  both  our  charity  to  men,  and 

gratitude  to  God,  abound.    But  moreover, 

5.  We  are  obliged  to  give  thanks,  not  only  for  { 
faint  and  profperotis  occurrences  of  providence,  but 
thofe  alfo  which  are  adverfe  to  our  defire,  and  diflirf 
unto  our  natural  fenfe^  for  poverty,  ficknefs,  di%r 
^r  all  the  forrows  and  troubles,  the  difafters  and  di 
^ointments,  that  befall  us.  We  are  bound  to  pay  tha 
not  for  our  food  only,  but  for  our  phyfic  alfo :  ( wl 
though  ingrateful  to  our  palate,  is  profitable  for 
health:)  we  are  obliged,  in  the  fchool  of  providenoej 
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ody  finr  the  good  infirudionsi  but  for  the  feafonable  cor-  SERM. 
-nftioQS  alfo  vouchfafed  unto  us,  (whereby,  though  our  D^* 
JCuxEbb  are  ofieoded,  our  manners  are  bettered^.)  What- 
ortr  proceeds  from  good  purpofe,  and  tends  to  a  happy 
^tod,  that  is  gracioufly  defigned,  and  efie&ually  conduces 
-to  qur  good,  is  a  fit  fubjed:  of  thankfgiving :  and  fuch 
inay  all  adverfities  prove  unto  us.  They  proceed  ufually 
fiom  love  and  kind  intention  toward  us :  for.  Whom  God  Heb.xii.  6. 

lnKveth  he  chqfieneth,  and  Jcourgeth  every  Jim  whom  he  re^ 
teweih :  and,  Iknow^  0  Lord,  faith  David,  thai  thy  judg»?(.ciiK.7$. 

fmenis  are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulnefs  haft  cffli&ed 

me:  in  faithfulnefs^  that  is,  with  a  fincere  intention  of 

dcong  me  good. 
God  thoroughly  knows  our  confiitution,  what  is  noxious 

to  our  health,  and  what  may  remedy  our  diftempers ;  and 

.therefore  accordingly  difpofeth  to  us 

— pro  jucundis  aptiffima  quaeque 5 

iaftoad  of  pleaiant  honey,  he  fometimes  prefcribes  whole- 
.fome  wormwood  for  us.  We  are  ourfelyes  greatly  ig- 
norant of  what  is  conducible  to  our  real  good,  and,  were 
the  choice  of  our  condition  wholly  permitted  to  us, 
lliould  make  very  fooliih,  very  difadvantageous  ele&ions. 
We  ihould  (be  fure)  all  of  us  embrace  a  rich  and  plen- 
tiful eftate ;  when  as,  God  knows,  that  would  make  us 
flothfiil  and  luxurious,  fwell  us  with  pride  and  haughty 
Aoughts,  encumber  us  with  anxious  cares,  and  expofe  us 
Id  dangerous  temptations ;  would  render  us  forgetful  of 
ondelves,  and  neglectful  of  him.  Therefore  he  wifely 
difpofeth  poverty  unto  us ;  poverty,  the  mother  of  fobriety, 
die  marfe  of  induiby,  the  mi(h*efs  of  wifdom ;  which  will 
make  us  underfiand  ourfelves  and  our  dependence  on  him, 
•and  force  us  to  have  recourfe  unto  his  help.  And  is  there 
not  reafpo  we  (bould  be  thankful  for  the  means  by  which 
we  are  delivered  from  thofe  defperate  mifchiefe,  and  ob- 
tain thefe  excellent  advantages  ? 

N3 
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SERM.  We  ihould  all  (certainly)  choofe  the  favour  and  Bj^ 
,  IX.  plaufe  of  men :  but  this,  God  alfo  knows,  would  corrupt: 
our  minds  with  vain  conceit,  would  intoxicate  our  fencite 
with  fpurious  pleafure,  would  tempt  us  to  afcribe  Im- 
moderately to  ourfelves,  and  facrilegioufly  to  deprive 
God  of  his  due  honour.  Therefore  he  advifedly  fufiers 
us  to  incur  the  difgrace  and  difpleafure,  the  hatred  aijd 
contempt  of  men ;  that  fo  we  may  place  our  glory  only 
in  the  hopes  of  his  favour,  and  may  purfue  more  ear> 
ncftly  the  purer  delights  of  a  good  confcierice.  And 
doth  not  this  pdrt  of  divine  providence  highly  merit  our 
thanks? 

We  would  all  climb  into  high  places,  not  confidering 
the  precipices  on  which  they  (land,  nor  the  vertiginouf- 
nefs  of  our  own  brains :  but  God  keeps  us  fafe  in  the 
humble  valleys,  allotting  to  us  employments  which  we 
are  more  capable  to  manage. 

We  {hould  perhaps  infolently  abufe  power,  were  it 
committed  to  us  :  we  fhould  employ  great  parts  on  un- 
wieldy projeAs,  as  many  do,  to  the  diilurbance  of  others^ 
and  their  own  ruin:  vaft  knowledge  would  caufe  us  to 
over-value  ourfelves,  and  contemn  others :  enjoying  con- 
tinual health,  we  (hould  not  perceive  the  benefit  thereof, 
nor  be  mindful  of  him  that  gave  it.  A  fuitable  mediocrity 
therefore  of  thefe  things  the  divine  goodnefs  allotteth 
unto  us,  that  we  may  neither  ftarve  for  want,  nor  furfeit 
with  plenty. 

In  fine,  the  advantages  arifing  from  affli^ions  are  fo 
many,  and  fo  great,  that  (had  I  time,  and  were  it  feafon^ 
able  to  infift  largely  on  this  fubje6t)  it  were  eafy  to  de- 
monftrate,  that  we  have  great  reafon,  not  only  to  be  con- 
tented with,  but  to  rejoice  in,  and  to  be  very  thankful  for, 
all  the  croiTes  and  vexations  we  meet  with:  to  receive 
them  cheerfully  at  God's  hand,  as  the  medicines  of  obr 
foul,  and  the  condiments  of  our  fortune;  as  the  argu- 
ments of  his  good-will,  and  the  inftruments  of  virtue;  as 
folid  grounds  of  hope,  and  comfortable  prefages  pf  future 
joy  unto  us.  - 

6.  Laftly,  we  are  obliged  to  thank  God,  not  only  for 
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miporeal  and  temporal  benefits^  but  alfo  (and  that  prin-  SERM. 
^dpally)  for  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleffings.    We  are  apt,     P^^ 
.as  to  defire  more  vehemently,  to  rejoice  more  heartily  in 
the  fruition,  and  more  paffionately  to  bewail  the  lofs  of 
•  •>temi>oral  good  things ;  fo  more  fincerely  and  feriouily  to 
-eijMrers  our  gratitude  for  the  reception  of  them,  than  for 
others  relating  to  our  fpiritual  good,  to  our  everlading 
wdfare.     Wherein  we  misjudge  and  mifbehave  ourfelves 
.extremely.    For,  as  much  as  the  reafonable  foul  (that 
goodly  image  of  the  divine  eiTence,  breathed  from  the 
.mouth  of  God)  doth  in  dignity  of  nature,  and  purity  of 
.  fubftance,  excel  this  feculent  lump  of  organized  clay,  our 
■  body;  as  the  blifsful  ravifhments  of  fpirit  furpafs  the  dull 
.  iatis£i&ions  of  fenfe ;  as  the  bottomlefs  depth  of  eternity 
'^exceeds  that  ihallow  furface  of  time,  which  terminates 
.this  tranfitory  life 5  in  fuch  proportion  fliould  our  appe- 
tite unto,  our  complacence  in,  our  gratitude  for  fpiritual 
■bleffings  tranfcend  the  affections  (refpedively)  engaged 
about  thefe  corporeal  accommodations. 

Confider  that  injunction  of  our  Saviour  to  his  difciples : 
In  this  rejoice  not,  that  thejpiriis  arefuhjeii  unto  you  ;  hut  Luke  x.  ao. 
.f other  rejoice^  hecaufe  your  names  are  written  in  heaven. 
Rejoice  not;  that  is,  be  not  at  all  affeCted  with  this  (al- 
^though  in  itfelf  very  rare  accompHfhment,  eminent  privi- 
l^e,  glorious  power  of  working  that  indeed  greateft  of 
rmiracles,  fubjeCting  devils ;  that  is,  baffling  the  flirewdeft 
craft,  and  fubduing  the  ftrongeft  force  in  nature)  in  cbm- 
jiarifon  of  that  delight,  which  the  confideration  of  the  di- 
vine favour,  in  order  to  your  eternal  felicity,  doth  afford. 
-  We  are,  'tis  true,  greatly  indebted  to  God  for  our 
creation,  for  that  he  hath  extracted  us  from  nothing,  and 
placed  us  in  fo  lofty  a  rank  among  hlb  creatures ;  for  the 
•  excellent  faculties  of  foul  and  body,  wherewith  he  hath 
.endued  us ;  and  for  many  mod  admirable  prerogatives  of 
our  outward  efiate :  but  much  more  for  our  redemption, 
iind  the  wonderful  circumAances  of  unexpreffible  love  and 
•grace  therein  declared ; .  for  his  defcending  to  a  conjunc- 
tion with  our  nature,  and  elevating  us  to  a  participation 
.ef  his;  for  dignifying  us  with  more  illuftrious  titles,  and 
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SliRM.  inflating  tis  in  a  fure  capacity  of  a  mrich  fup^ricMr  haj^ 
IX.  nefs.  Our  daily  food  deferves  well  a  gracd  to  be  fail 
before  and  after  it:  but  how  much  more  that  conftsttt 
proviiion  of  heavenly  manna,  the  evangelical  verity  ^  tbcA 
favoury  delicacies  of  devotion,  whereby  om*  fouls  tm 
nourifhed  to  eternal  life  ?  Tis  a  laudable  cuftom,  Dvbeft 
we  are  demanded  concerning  our  health,  to  anfwer,  ffUlg 
I  thank  God;  but  much  more  reafon  have  we  to  fay  fo, 
if  our  confcience  can  attefl  coticerning  that  found  cotifli- 
tution  of  mind,  whereby  we  are  diipofed  vigoroufly  to 
perform  thofe  virtuous  functions,  due  from  reafonable  na- 
ture, and  conformable  to  the  divine  law.  If  for  the  prof* 
perous  fuccefs  of  our  worldly  attempts ;  for  avoiding 
dangers,  that  threatened  corporal  pain  and  damage  to 
us ;  for  defeating  the  adverfaries  of  our  fecular  quiet,  "M 
make  Te  Deum  laudamus  our  hrmxm,  (our  fong  for  vio^ 
tory;)  how  much  more  for  the  happy  progrefs  of  our 
fpiritual  aflfairs,  (affairs  of  incomparably  higheft  confe- 
quence;)  for  efcapiiig  thofe  dreadful  hazards  of  utter 
tuin,  of  endlefs  torture;  for  vanquifhing  fin  and  hel^ 
thofe  irreconcileable  enemies  to  our  everlafting  peace ;  are 
we  obliged  to  utter  triumphal  anthems  of  joy  and  thank* 
fulnefs ! 

This  is  the  order  obferved  by  the  Pfalmift  :  inciting  hit 

K  ciii.  1,  Joul  to  blefs  God  for  all  his  htnefitSj  he  be^ns  with  the 
confideratioh  of  God's  mercy  in  pardoning  his  fins ;  then 
proceeds  to  his  goodnefs  in  beftowing  temporal  favour^* 
Who  forgiveth  all  thy  JinSf  leads  the  van ;  Who  fatisfieik 
thy  mouth  with  good  things^  brings  up  the  rear  in  the 
enumeration  and  acknowledgment  of  God's  benefits.  That 
dUr  ininds  ai*e  illuflrated  with  the  knowledge  of  Go4 
and  his  glorious  attributes,  of  Chrifl;  and  his  blefiled 
Gofpel,  of  that  flraight  path  which  condudieth  to  true 
happinefs;  that  by  divine  aflSflance  we  are  enabled  to 
elude  the  allurements,  to  withfland  the  violences  df 
temptation,  to  afluage  immoderate  defires,  to  bridle  estOiv 
bitant  pafiions,  to  correct  vicious  inclinations  of  mind:; 
requires  more  our  hearty  thanks,  than  for  that  we  were 
able  by  our  natural  wit  to  penetrate  the  abflrufeft  niyft&- 
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lia,  or  to  fubjugate  empires  by  our  bodily  ftrepgtb.  The  SERM. 
{Hghreneft  of  our  fins  doth  more  oblige  us  to  a  grateful  ^X* 
jMknowledgment  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  than  fhould  God 
Cttrieh  us  with  all  the  treafures  contained  in  the  bowels 
of  die  earthy  or  bottom  of  the  ocean.  One  glimpfe  of 
his  fiivourable  countenance  fhould  more  enflame  our  af- 
fcfliotis,  than  being  invefted  with  all  the  imaginable 
l^dendour  of  worldly  glory. 

Of  tbefe  ineftimable  benefits^  and  all  the  advantageous 
droamftances  wherewith  they  are  attended,  we  ought  to 
maintain  in  our  hearts  conftant  refentments;  to  excite 
oar  thankfulnefs,  to  kindle  our  love,  to  quicken  our  obe- 
dience^ by.the  frequent  contemplation  of  them. 

Tlius  have  I  (though,  I  confefs,  much  more  flightly 
Aan  fo  worthy  a  fubjeft  did  require)  profecuted  the  feve- 
nl  particulars  obfervable  in  thefe  words.  I  fhould  con- 
dude  with  certain  inducements  perfuafive  to  the  practice 
rf  this  duty ;  whereof  I  have  in  the  tenor  both  of  the 
former  and  prefent  difcourfe  infinuated  divers,  and  could 
propound  many  more :  but  (in  compliance  with  the  time) 
I  {hall  content  myfelf  briefly  to  confider  only  thefe  three 
•very  obvious  ones. 

Rrfl  therefore,  we  may  confider,  that  there  is  no  dif-  I.  % 
pofition  whatever  more  deeply  radicated  in  the  original 
confHtution  of  all  fouls  endued  with  any  kind  of  percep- 
tion or  pafHon,  than  being  fenfible  of  benefits  received; 
being  kindly  affefted  with  love  and  refpeft  toward  them 
that  exhibit  them ;  being  ready  with  fuitable  expreflions 
to  acknowledge  them,  and  to  endeavour  competent  re- 
compenfes  for  them.  The  worfl  of  men,  the  moft  devoid 
of  all  not  only  piety,  but  humanity  and  common  inge- 
noity^  the  moft  barbarous  and  raoft  wicked,  (whom  nei- 
ther fenfe  of  equity  nor  refpeft  to  law,  no  promife  of  re- 
ward or  fear  of  vengeance,  can  anywife  engage  to  do 
tiiiiigs  juft  and  fitting,  or  reftrain  from  enormous  a£lions,) 
retain  notwithftanding  fomething  of  this  natural  inclina- 
tion, and  are  ufually  fenfible  of  good  turns  done  unto 
them.  Experience  teaches  us  thus  much;  and  fo  doth 
that  lure  oracle  of  our  Saviour :  If,  faith  he,  ye  do  goo(2  Luke vi.aa. 
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SBRM.  ^0  ^hqfe  who  do  goad  to  you,  what  thanks  is  it?  for  4 
IX.     finners  (that  is,  men  of  apparently  lewd  and  dxflblute  coa- 
verfation)  do  the  fame. 

Yea  even  beafls,  and  thofe  not  only  the  moft  gentle 
and  fociable  of  them^  (the  officious  dog,  the  tradable 
horfe,  the  docile  elephant,)  but  the  wildeft  alfo  and 
fierceft  of  them,  (the  untameable  lion,  the  cruel  tigers 

Vid.  Gcll.   and  ravenous  bear,  as  fiories  tell  us,  and  experience  at- 

I  •^•*^-^'*'tefls^)  bear  fome  kindnefs,  (hew  fome  grateful  affedicm  to' 
thofe  that  provide  for  them. 

Neither  wild  beads  only,  but  even  inanimate  creatures 
feem  not  altogether  infenfible  of  benefits,  and  lively  re- 
prefent  unto  us  a  natural  abhorrence  of  ingratitude.  The 
rivers  openly  difcharge  into  the  fea  thofe  waters,  which 
by  indifcemible  conduits  they  derived  thence  \  the  hea« 
vens  remit  in  bountiful  (bowers  what  from  the  earth  they 
had  exhaled  in  vapour ;  and  the  earth  by  a  fruitful  ip- 
creafe  repays  the  culture  bellowed  thereon;  if  not,  (as 

Hcb.  vi.  8.  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  doth  pronounce,)  it  deferves 
curjing  and  reprobation.  So  monflrous  a  thing,  and  uni- 
verfally  abominable  to  nature,  is  all  ingratitude.  And 
how  execrable  a  prodigy  is  it  then  toward  God,  from 
whom  alone  we  receive  whatever  we  enjoy,  whatever  we 
can  expeft  of  good  ? 
II.  The  fecond  obligation  to  this  duty  is  moft  juft  and 

•  Labcrius.  equal.  For,  (as  *  he  faid  well,)  Beneficium  qui  dare  nefcit, 
injtifte  petit ;  He  unjujily  requires  (much  more  unjuftly 
receives)  a  lenefity  who  is  not  minded  to  requite  it.  In  all 
reafon  we  are  indebted  for  what  is  freely  given,  as  well 
as  for  what  is  lent  unto  us.  For  the  freenefs  of  the  giver, 
his  not  exa£Ung  fecurity,  nor  expreflSng  conditions  of  re- 
turn, doth  not  diminifh,  but  rather  increafe  the  debt.  He 
that  gives,  indeed,  according  to  human  (or  political)  law, 
(which,  in  order  to  prefervation  of  public  peace,  requires 
only  a  punftual  performance  of  contraSs,)  transfers  his 
right,  and  alienates  his  pofTeflion  :  but  according  to  that 
more  noble  and  perfeft  rule  of  ingenuity,  (the  law  which 
God  and  angels  and  good  men  chiefly  obferve,  and  ga- 
vern  themfelves  by,)  what  is  given  is  but  committed. to 
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'ftcftith,  depofited  in  the  hand,  treafured  up  in  the  cuf-  SERM. 
tody  of  him  that  receives  it:  and  what  more  palpable      IX. 
iniquity  is  there,  than  to  betray  the  truft,  or  to  detain  the  ^^xo  n 
jdedJB;e,  not  of  fome  inconfiderable  trifle,  but  of  inefti-^'^«^«'*i^ 
mable  good-will  ?  Excepta  Macedonum  gente^  faith  Seneca,  J^jf**^  ^  * 
fwi  e/i  ulla  data  adverfus  ingratum  aBio :  In  no  nation  p^  Betief. 
Jexcepting  the  Macedonians)  an  aSiion  could  be  preferred  ^^^  ^/ 
•gain/l  ingratefttl  perfonsy  asfo.     (Though  Xenophon,  no 
'taean  author,  reports,  that  among  the  Perfians  alfo  there 
were  judgments  afligned,  and  punifliments  appointed  for 
ingratitude.)     However,  in  the  court  of  heaven,  and  at 
flic  tribunal  of  confcience,  no  offender  is  more  conftantly 
arraigned,  none  more  furely  condemned,  none  more  fc- 
•?erely  puniftied,  than  the  ingrateftil  man. 

Since  therefore  we  have  received  all  from  the  divine 
bounty ;  if  God  fhould  in  requital  exaft,  that  we  facriflce 
our  lives  to  the  teftimony  of  his  truth ;  that  we  employ 
;cwir  utmbft  pains,  expend  our  whole  eftate,  adventure  our 
health,  and  prbftitute  all  our  earthly  contents  to  his  fer- 
vice ;  fince  he  did  but  revoke  his  own,  it  were  great  in- 
juftice  to  refiife  compliance  with  his  demands :  how  much 
more,  when  he  only  expefts  from  us  and  requires  fome 
few  acknowledgments  of  our  obligation  to  him,  fome 
little  portions  of  our  fubftance,  for  the  relief  of  them 
that  need,  fome  eafy  obfervances  of  his  moft  reafonable 
commands  ? 

Thirdly,  This  is  a  moft   fweet  and  delightful  duty.     HI. 
Praife  the  Lordj  faith  the  moft  experienced  Pfalmift,ybrpf.cxxxv. 
the  Lord  is  good;fing  praifes  to  his  nameyfor  it  is  pleafant :  ^' 
and  otherwhere,  Praife  the  Lord,  for  it  is  good  tofng  praifes  pf.cxlvii.i, 
to  our  God;  for  it  is  pleafant ^  and  praife  is  comely.    The  >*•  i- 
performance  of  this  duty,  as  it  efpecially  proceeds  from 
'  good  humour,  and  a  cheerful  difpofition  of  mind ;  fo  it 
'  feeds  and  foments  them ;  both  root  and  fruit  thereof  are 
'hugely  fweet  and  fapid.  Whence  St.  James ;  If  ant/  man  be  jam,  y^  j,. 
afflidedy  let  him  pray  ;  is  any  merry ,  let  him  fvg  pfalms. 
{Pfalms,  the  proper  matter  of  which  is  praife  and  thankf- 
pving.) 

Other  duties  of  devotion  have  fomething  laborious  in 
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SERM.  them,  fomething  difguftfiil  to  oar  fenib.    Rrayer  mu)4|P 
^^      UB  of  our  wants  and  imperfefkions ;  confeflion  inducoaft 
fad  remembrance  of  our  mifdeeds  and  bad  deferts :  bi(t' 
thankfgiving  includes  nothing  uneafyor  unplealant;  QQr 
thing  but  the  memory  and  fenfe  of  exceeding  goodnefiu  , 
All  love  is  fweet ;  but  that  efpecially  which  arifeaj  nqt 
from  a  bare  apprehenfion  only  of  the  obje£t's  worth  Ufi 
dignity,  but  from  a  feeling  of  its  fingular  beneficence  9ni 
ufefulnefs  unto  us.    And  what  thought  can  enter  into  tbfB 
heart  of  man  more  comfortable  and  deliciout  than  thii, 
that  the  great  Mafter  of  all  things^  the  moft  wife  airf 
mighty  King  of  heaven  and  earthy  hath  entertained  jS 
gracious  regard^  hath  exprefled  a  real  kindnefs  towards 
US  ?  that  we  are  in  capacity  to  honour,  to  pleafe,  to  pr^ 
fent  an  acceptable  facrifice  to  him,  who  can  render  us 
perfe£lly  happy  ?  that  we  are  admitted  to  the  praSioe  qi 
that  wherein  the  fupreme  joy  of  paradife,  and  the  perfec* 
tion  of  angelical  blifs  confifts  ?   For  praife  and  thankf- 
giving are  the  mofl:  dele£):able  bufinefs  of  heaven;  anjd 
God  grant  they  may  be  our  greateft  delight,  our  moft 
frequent  employment  upon  earth. 
Vid.  Pfal.        To  thefe  I  might  add  fuch  farther  confiderations:  That 
Jf^j^'g^^'^^^'this  duty  is  of  all  moft  acceptable  to  God,  and  moft  pro- 
S3.  fitable  to  us.    That  gratitude  for  benefits  procures  more, 

difpofing  God  to  beftow,  and  qualifying  us  to  receive  theip. 
That  the  ferious  performance  of  this  duty  efficacioufly  pro- 
motes and  facilitates  the  pra£lice  of  other  duties;  fince  tint 
more  we  are  fenfible  of  our  obligations  to  God,  the  more 
ready  we  fhall  be  to  pleafe  him,  by  obedience  to  his  conti- 
Vid.  divi-  mandments.  What  St.  Chryfoftom  faith  of  prayer.  It  is 
niir.Chryf.  impoffible  that  he,  who  with  competent  promptitude  bf 
Y, p.76.  'mind  doth  conftantly  apply  himfelf  thereto,  fliould  ever 
fin,  is  moft  efpecially  true  of  this  part  of  devotion :  for 
how  can  we  at  the  fame  time  be  fenfible  of  Grod's  good- 
nefs  to  us,  and  willingly  offend  him  ?  That  the  memory 
of  paft  benefits,  and  fenfe  of  prefent,  confirms  our£Eutb, 
and  nourifties  our  hope  of  future.  That  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  divine  beneficence  mightily  ftrengthen  the 
obligation  to  this  duty ;  efpecially  his  abfolute  freenefe 
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in  ^ving,  and  our  total  unworthinefs  to  receive ;  our  SERM. 
irery  ingratitude  itfelf  affording  ftrong  inducements  to  IX. 
gmtitude. .  That  giving  thanks  hath  de  faSio  been  al- 
ways  the  principal  part  of  all  religion,  (whether  inflituted 
by  divine  command,  or  prompted  by  natural  reafon,  or 
propagated  by  general  tradition;)  the  Ethnic  devotion 
ocmfifiing  (as  it  were  totally)  in  the  praife  of  their  gods, 
and  acknowledgment  of  their  benefits ;  the  Jewi(h  more 
dian  hal£  in  "euchariftical  oblations,  and  in  folemn  com- 
memorationa  of  providential  favours ;  and  that  of  the  an- 
dent  Chriftians  fo  &r  forth,  that  bye-danders  could 
hardly  difcem  any  other  thing  in  their  religious  pra£tice,  pun.  Epift. 
than  that  they  fang  hymns  to  Chrift,  and  by  mutual  fa« 
craments  obliged  themfelves  to  abftain  from  all  villainy* 
But  I  will  rather  wholly  omit  the  profecudon  of  thefe 
pn^gnuit  arguments,  than  be  farther  offenfive  to  your 
patience* 

Now  the  blejfed  Fountain  of  all  goodnefs  and  mercy  in* 
j^tfv  oiwr  hearts  with  his  heavenly  grace,  and  thereby  enable 
ns  rightly  to  apprehend,  diligently  to  confider,  faithfully 
h  remember,  worthily  to  ^eem,  to  be  heartily  affe&ed 
with,  to  render  all  due  acknowledgment,  praife,  love^  and 
thtmkfiil  obedience  for  all  his  {infinitely  great  and  innume- 
Htble  many)  favours,  mercies,  and  benefits  freely  conferred 
i^nmus:  of^  let  us  fay  with  David,  Blejfed  be  the  Lord  PiAziii 
God  tflfrael,  who  only  doth  wondrous  things :  and  blejfed^^'  ^^' 
he  his  glorious  name  for  ever;  and  let  tlie  whole  earth  be 
filed  with  his  glory.    BUffcd  be  the  Lord  God  of  2/raeZ  pf.  cvi.  4f. 
from  everlqfting  to  everlqfting  :  and  let  all  the  people,  fay, 
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I  exhort  therefore j  thatyjirjl  of  all,  fupplicationSf  prayer^* 
inter  ceffionSy  and  giving  of  thanks,  he  made  for  all  mem 
for  kings,  and  for  all  that  are  in  authority. 

SERM.  DAINT  Paul  in  his  preceding  difcourfe  having  infiiia«  * 
^'       ated  direftions  to  his  fcholar  and  fpiritual  fon,  Timothys 

1  Tim.  1. 3.  concerning  the  difcharge  of  his  office,  of  inftru6i:ing  men 
in  their  duty  according  to  the  evangelical  doftrine  5  (the 
main  defign  whereof  he  teacheth  to  confift^  not  (as  fbme 

Vcr.  6.       men  conceited)  in  fond  ftories,  or  vain  fpeculations,  hut  in 
pra&ice  of   fubftantial  duties,   holding  a  fncere  fdiihf  ' 
maintaining  a  good  confcience,  performing  offices  oi  punt  ■■ 

Vcr.  9,  X9.  and  hearty  charity  ;)  in  purfuance  of  fuch  general  duty^ 
and  as  a  principal  inftance  thereof,  he  doth  here  fir/i  ofaU 
exhort,  or,  doth  exhort  thatfr/i  of  all  all  kinds  of  devotion, 
ihould  be  offered  to  God,  as  for  all  men  generally,  fo  pair* 
ticularly  for  kings  and  magi/irates.  From  whence  wo 
may  collect  two  particulars,  i.  That  the  making  of  ■ 
prayers  for  kings  is  a  Chriftian  duty  of  great  importance.-^  ^ 

Um^tutxs   (St.  Paul  judging  fit  to  exhort  thereto  Trpokov  vavrav,  be*  - 

f^dS^'^^fore  all  other  things  ;  or,  to  exhort  that  before  all  things 

«?>:»«.  it  fhould  be  performed.)  «.  That  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
pafiors  of  the  church  (fuch  as  St.  Timothy  was)  to  take 
jpecial  care,  that  this  duty  ihould  be  performed  in  the  x 
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clmrch;   both  publicly  in  the  congregations^  and  pri-  SERM. 
lately  in  the  retirements  of  each  Chriftian  :  according  to      X. 
what  the  Apoflle^  after  the  propoiing  divers  enforcements 
of  this  duty^  fubfumeth  in  the  eighth  verfe;  /  will  there- 
firej  that  men  pray  every  where^  lifting  up  holy  hands, 
without  tvrath  or  doubting. 

The  firft  of  thefe  particulars,  That  it  is  a  duty  of  great 
importance  to  pray  for  kings,  I  fhall  infift  upon :  it  be- 
ii)g  indeed  now  very  fit  and  feafonable  to  urge  the  pra6lice 
of  it,  when  it  is  perhaps  commonly  not  much  confideredj 
or  not  well  obferved  ;  and  when  there  is  mod  need  of  it, 
in  regard  to  the  effects  and  confequences  which  may 
proceed  from  the  confcionable  difcharge  of  it. 
■  My  endeavour  therefore  fliall  be  to  prefs  it  by  divers 
confiderations,  difcovering  our  obligation  thereto,  and 
fcFving  to  induce  us  to  its  obfervance:  fome  whereof 
iball  be  general,  or  common  to  all  times;  fome  parti- 
cular, or  fuitable  to  the  prefent  circumflances  of  things. 

I.  The  Apoftle  exhorteth  Chriftians  to  pray  for  kings 
intk  all  forts  of  prayer :  with  Je^o-ej^,  or  deprecations,  for 
averting  evils  from  them  ;  with  ir^oireup^a),  or  petitions,  for 
obtaining  good  things  to  them ;  with  fyreuj^i^,  or  occa-' 
fanal  interceffionsj  for  needful  gifts  and  graces  to  be  col- 
lated on  them  :  as,  after  St.  Auflin,  interpreters,  in  ex- Aug.  E*. 
pounding  St.  Paul's  words,  commonly  diftinguiih ;  how  ^^-  ^^^* 
8Qcarately,  I  (hall  not  difcufs  :  it  Sufficing,  that  afluredly    °  "*' 
the  Apoftle  meaneth,  under  this  variety  of  expreffion,  td 
comprdiend  all  kinds  of  prayer.    And  to  this  I  fay  we 
ue  obliged  upon  divers  accounts. 

T.  Common  charity  (hould  difpofe  us  to  pray  for  kings. 
This  Chriftian  difpofition  inclineth  to  univerial  benevo^ 
leoce  and  beneficence ;  according  to  that  apofiolical  pre- 
cept, as  we  have  -opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men :  G«i.  vi.  it. 
it  confequently  will  excite  us  to  pray  for  all  men ;  feeing 
tiut  18  a  way  of  exerting  good-will,  and  exercifing  benefi- 
cence, which  any  man  at  any  time,  if  he  hath  the  will  and 
lieart,  may  have  opportunity  and  ability  to  purfue. 

-No  man  indeed  otherwife  can  benefit  all :  few  men 
etherwife  can  beodSt  many  :  fome  men  otherwife  can  be- 


199  On  the  King's  happy  Return. 

8ERM.  nefit  none  :  but  in  this  way  any  man  is  able  to  benefit  ^ 
X-  or  unconfinedly  to  oblige  mankind,  deriving  on  any  fanm 
what  of  God's  immenfe  beneficence.  By  perfoiming  iJfk 
good  office,  at  the  expence  of  a  few  good  wifhes  addrefled 
to  the  fovereign  Goodnefs^  the  pooreft  may  prove  beii0p 
faAors  to  the  richefl,  the  meaneft  to  the  higbefi^  tba 
weakeft  to  the  mightieft  of  men  :  fo  we  may  benefit  even 
thofe  who  are  mod  remote  from  us,  mod  ftrangers  and 
quite  unknown  to  us.  Our  prayers  can  reach  the  utmoft 
pnds  of  the  earth ;  and  by  them  our  charity  may  embraco 
all  the  world. 

And  irom  them  furely  kings  muft  not  be  excludedt 
For  if,  becaufe  all  men  are  our  fellow-creatures,  and  bre- 
thren by  the  fame  heavenly  Father ;  becaufe  all  men  art 
allied  to  us  by  cognation  and  fimilitude  of  nature;  be* 
caufe  all  men  are  the  obje£ts  of  God's  particular  &voiir 
and  care :  if,  becaufe  all  men  are  partakers  of  the  com- 
mon redemption,  by  the  undertakings  of  him  who  is  the 
common  Mediator  and  Saviour  of  all  men ;  and  becaufe 
all  men,  according  to  the  gracious  intent  and  defire  of 
God,  are  defigned  for  a  confortfliip  in  the  fame  blefled  in- 

1  Tim.  ii.  heritance :  (which  enforcements  St.  Paul  in  the  context 
doth  intimate:)  if,  in  fine,  becaufe  all  men  do  need 
prayers,  and  are  capable  of  benefit  from  them,  we  fhould 
be  charitably  difpofed  to  pray  for  them  :  then  muft  we 
alfo  pray  for  kings,  who,  even  in  their  perfonal  capacityj 
as  men,  do  (hare  in  all  thofe  conditions.  Thus  may  we 
conceive  St.  Paul  here  to  argue :  For  all  men,  fSaitix  hei 
for  kings  ;  that  is  confequently/or  kingSj  or  particularly 
for  kings;  to  pray  for  whom,  at  lead  no  lefs  than  for 
other  men,  univerfal  charity  fliould  difpofe  us. 

Indeed,  even  on  this  account  we  may  fay,  efpecially^br 
kings;  the  law  of  general  charity  with  peculiar  advan- 
tage being  applicable  to  them  :  for  that  law  commonly 
is  exprefifed  with  reference  to  our  neighbour,  that  is^  to 
perfons  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  who  come  under  our 
particular  notice,  who  by  any  intercourfe  are  approxi- 
mated to  us  I  and  fuch  are  kings  efpecially.  For  where- 
as the  greateft  part  of  men  (by  reafon  of  their  difiance 
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ftom  us,  from  the  obfcurity  of  their  condition,  or  for  SERM. 
want  of  opportunity  to  converfe  with  them)  muft  needs  X' 
flip  befide  us,  fo  that  we  cannot  employ  any  diftin6t 
thought  or  afieAion  toward  them :  it  is  not  fo  with'  kings, 
who  by  their  eminent  and  illuftrious  ftation  become  very 
obfervable  by  us  ;  with  whom  we  have  frequent  tranfac- 
tions  and  mutual  concerns ;  who  therefore  in  the  ftri6teft 
acceptton  are  our  neighbours,  whom  we  are  charged  to 
love  as  ourfelves  5  to  whom  confequently  we  muft  per- 
form this  moft  charitable  office  of  praying  for  them, 

2.  To  imprefs  which  confideration,  we  may  refleft, 
that  commonly  we  have  only  this  way  granted  us  of  ex- 
ercifing  our  charity  toward  princes ;  they  being  fituated 
aloft  above  the  reach  of  private  beneficence* :  fo  that  we 
cannot  enrich  them,  or  relieve  them  by  our  alms;  we 
cannot  help  to  exalt  or  prefer  them  to  a  better  ftate ;  we 
can  hardly  come  to  impart  good  advice,  feafonable  confo- 
lation,  or  wholefome  reproof  to  them ;  we  cannot  profit 
or  pleafe  them  by  familiar  converlation.  For  as  in  divers 
other  refpeSis  they  refemble  the  Divinity ;  fo  in  this  they 
are  like  it,  that  we  may  fay  to  them,  as  the  Pfalmift  to 

God,  Thou  art  my  Lord;  my  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  thee*  pfai.  zvi.  ft. 
Yet  this  cafe  may  be  referved,  wherein  the  pooreft  foul 
may  benefit  the  greateft  prince,  imparting  the  richeft  and 
choiceft  goods  to  him :  he  may  be  indebted  for  his 
fafety,  for  the  profperity  of  his  affairs,  for  God's  mercy 
and  fiivour  toward  him,  to  the  prayers  of  his  meaneft 
vaflal.  And  thus  to  oblige  princes,  methinks,  we  (hould 
be  very  defirous;  we  fhould  be  glad  to  ufe  fuch  an  advan- 
tage, we  fhould  be  ambitious  of  fuch  an  honour. 

3,  We  are  bound  to  pray  for  kings  out  of  charity  to 
the  public ;  becaufe  their  good  is  a  general  good,  and  the 
cqpimunities  of  men  (both  church  and  (late)  are  greatly 
concerned  in  the  bleflSngs  by  prayer  derived  on  them. 

The  fafety  of  a  prince  is  a  great  part  of  the  common 
welfare;  the  commonwealth,  as  it  were,  living  and  breath- 

*  Privatorum  ifta  copia  eft,  inter  fe  efle  munificos.    Aufin,  ad  Gratian. 
Abfity  Aognfte,  et  iftud  (an^divinitas  omen  avertat^  ut  tu  i^quoquam  ooor- 
(^lium  czpdte  vicem  bcneficii.  Mamerc,  ad  Julian, 
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SERM.  ing  in  him  :  his  fall,  like  that  of  a  tall  cedar^  (to  which 
^'       he  is  compared,)  fliaking  the  earth,  and  difcompofing  the; 
Ifa.  H.  13.  ftate ;  putting  things  out  of  courfe,  and  drawing  them 
into  new  channels ;  tranflating  the  adminiftration  of  af-^ 
fairs  into    untried  hands,  and  an  uncertain  condition. 
\  Kings  i.    Hence,  Let  the  king  live,  (which  our  tranflators  render,. 
3  Kings  xi.  ^°^  f^^^  ^^^  l^^^gy)  was  an  ufual  form  of  falutation,  or 
13.  prayer :  and,  0  king  live  for  ever,  was  a  cuftomary  addrefs  to 

xxiii.^i!  princes,  whereto  the  beft  men  did  conform,  even  in  ap- 
1  Kings  i.  plication  to  none  of  the  beft  princes;  as  Nehemiah  to  king 
Dan.  ii.  4.  Artaxerxes,  and  Daniel  to  king  Darius.  Hence  not  only  . 
iii.  9.  V.  10.  good  king  David  is  called  the  light  oflfrael ;  {Thou  Jhall 
Neh.  ii.  a.  not,  faid  Abifliai,  any  more  go  out  with  us  to  battle,  thai  thou 
?&im  xxV.  ?"^^^  ^o'  '^^  %*^  ?/^  ffr^^h)  hut  even  the  wicked  and  per- 
17.  verfe  king  Zedekiah  is  by  the  prophet  Jeremy  himfelf  (who 

xxiv"i9.     l^^d  been  fo  mifufed  by  him)  ftyled  the  breath  of  our  noftrils. 
Jcr.  xxxii.   ^The  breath,  faith  he,  of  our  nojlrils,  the  anointed  of  the  Lord^ 
Lam.iv.  20.  ^^  taken  in  their  pits.)  Hence  not  only  the  fall  of  good  king 
Zech.  xii.  Joiiah  was  fo  grievoufly  lamented ;  but  a  folemn  mourning 
"chnm     ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^ Saul;  and.  Ye  daughters  ofJerufalem^ 
xxxv.  24.    weep  for  Saul,  was  a  ftrain  becoming  the  mouth  of  hil 
i«^. '     great  fucceffor  king.  David.    Hence  the  primitive  Chrif- 
tians,  who  could  not  be  conftrained  to  fwear  by  the  ge- 
nius of  Caefar,  did  not  yet,  in  compliance  with  the  ufua} 
practice,  fcruple  to  fwear  by  their  health,  or fafety\  that 
is,  to  exprefs  their  wifliing  it,  with  appeal  to  God's  te^- 
mony  of  their  fincerity  therein ;  as  Jofeph  may  be  con- 
Gen,  xlii.    ceived  to  have  fworn  by  the  life  of  Pharaoh.     Hence  well 
lA,  16.       might  the  people  tell  king  David,  Thou  art  worth  ten  thou^- 
xviii.  3.     fand  of  us ;  feeing  the  public  was  fo  much  interefted  in 
his  fafety,  and  had  fuflfered  more  in  the  lofs  of  him^  than 
if  a  myriad  of  others  had  mifcarried. 

This  honour  likewife  of  a  prince  is  the  glory  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  feeing  it  is  founded  on  qualities  or  deeds  tending' to 
their  advantage ;  feeing  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  he 
Ihould  acquire  honour  without  their  aid  and  concurrence, 
or  that  he  (hould  retain  it  without  their  fupport  and  their 

..  >j6ed  et  juramus,  ficut  non  per  genios  Csfarum,  ita  per  faluteta^onipi, 
qtUB  lift  »uguftior  omnibus  geniis.  Tfrt,  Apol.  cap.  xxxit% 
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kdnhtESoftu    And  as  the  chief  grace  and  beauty  of  a  body  SERM. 
ii  10  the  head,  and  the  faireft  ornaments  of  the  whole  are       X. 
placed  there ;  fo  is  any  commonwealth  mod  dignified  and  p,^^^  jy^  g^ 
betndfied  by  the  reputation  of  its  prince. 

The  wealth  and  power  of  a  prince  are  the  fupports  and 
fecnritiea  of  a  (late ;  he  thereby  being  enabled  to  uphold 
and  defend  its  fefety,  its  order, its  peace;  to  prote£t  hispfkl. ixxU. 
people  from  foreign  injuries  and  invaiions ;  to  fecure  them  ^' 
from  inteftine  broils  and  fai^ions ;  to  reprefs  outrages  and 
opprefiions  annoying  them. 

The  profperity  of  a  prince  is  infeparable  from  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  people ;  they  ever  partaking  of  his  fortunes, 
and  thriving  or  fufTering  with  him.  For  as  when  the  fun 
fliineth  brightly,  there  is  a  clear  day,  and  fair  weather  over 
the  world ;  fo  when  a  prince  is  not  overclouded  with  ad- 
verfity  or  difafirous  occurrences,  the  public  ftate  muft  be 
ferene,  and  a  pleafut  flate  of  things  will  appear.  Then 
18  the  (hip  in  a  goodcondition,  when  the  pilot  in  open  fea, 
with  full  fails  and  a  brifk  gale,  cheerfully  fteereth  on  to- 
ward his  defigned  port. 

Efpecially  the  piety  and  goodnefs  of  a  prince  is  of  vafl: 
coniequence,  and  yieldeth  infinite  benefit  to  his  country. 
For,  Fitaprincipis  cenfura  eft;  the  life  of  a  prince  is  a  call- 
mg  of  other  men's  lives  to  an  account.  His  example  Ecc1us.z.s. 
hadi  an  unfpeakable  influence  on  the  manners  of  his  peo- 
ple, who  are  apt  in  all  his  garb  and  every  fafliion  to  imi- 
tate him<^.  His  prance  is  more  powerful  than  his  com- 
mands, and  often  doth  control  them.  His  authority  hath 
the  great  (Iroke  in  encouraging  virtue,  and  checking  vice, 
if  it  bendeth  that  way ;  the  difpenfation  of  honours  and 
rewards,  with  the  infliftion  of  ignominies  and  corre6i:ions, 
being  in  his  hand,  and  paffing  from  it  according  to  his  in- 
clinations. His  power  is  the  (hield  of  innocence,  the 
fence  of  right,  the  fhelter  of  weaknefs  and  fimplicity  agaiofl 

*  Flexibiles  in  quamcunque  partem  ducimur  a  princtpe,  atque,  ut  itadicaniy 
fcqoaoes  fnmiu.  Huic  enim  chart,  huic  probati  efle  cupimus ;  quod  fruftra 
f^enverint  diffimilcs.  Eoque  obfequii  continuatione  pervenimus^  ut  prope 
«Biiiefl  hominet  onius  moribus  vivamus.   PUn,  Paneg, 

Tilt  principis  cenfura  eft,  eaque  perpetua ;  ad  banc  dirigimur,  ad  banc  con. 
vertSmnr ;  nee  tarn  iroptrio  nobis  opus  eft  quam  ezemplo.    IhiJ, 
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S  £RM.  violences  and  frauds.    His  very  look  (a  fmiie  or  a  frawo. 

X*      of  his  countenance)  is  fufficient  to  advance  goodneft^  and 

Piov.M.  B.^^PP*^^  wickednefs;  according  to  that  of  Solomon^^ 

hing  Jitting  in  tlie  throne  of  judgment  fcaitereth  avuay  M 

evil  with  his  eyes.    His  goodnefs  pleafing  God  procuretb 

his  fiivour^  and  therevirith  deduceth  from  heaven  all  kindsi 

of  bleffings  on  his  people.    And  if  thofe  politic  apborifins 

ProT.  xiv.  8,  of  the  Wife  Man  be  true,  that  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  no- 

a'sam. vi'i.  ^^  ^^  eftobli/heth  a  throne;  that  when  it  goeth  well. 

^'  with  the  righteous  y  the  city  rejoiceth;  and  the  fame  by  the 

11.  *hleffing  of  the  upright  is  exalted:  then  upon  his  inclina* 

tions  to  virtue  the  advancement  and  ftability  of  publio 

welfare  do  mainly  depend.    So,  for  infiancej  how  did 

piety  flourifh  in  the  times  of  David,  who  loved,  favoureds 

and  praAifed  it !  and  what  abundance  of  profperity  did 

•  i5am.Tii.  attend  it!  What  fliowers  of  bleffings  (what  peace,  what 

(Pfal.  izxii.  wealth,  what  credit  and  glory)  did  God  then  pour  down 

^'^  upon  Ifrael !  How  did  the  goodnefs  of  that  prince  tranf- 

mit  favours  and  mercies  on  his  country  till  a  long  time 

(a  Sam.  vii.  after  his  deceafe !  How  often  did  God  profefs  ^br  his  fir* 

1  kings  zi.  vant  David* s  fake  to  preferve  Judah  from  deftruftion ;  fb 
j3-  ...  that  even  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  when  the  king  of  Af- 
si.'  '  fyria  did  invade  that  country,  God  by  the  mouth  of  likiah 
Pf.  ixxxix.  declared,  I  will  defend  this  city  to  fave  it  for  mine  own 
cxxxii.  10-) fake  J  and  for  myfervant  David's  fake, 

J^.'*"^"*  We  may  indeed  obferve,  that,  according  to  the  repre- 
(1  Kings  fentation  of  things  in  holy  Scripture,  there  is  a  kind  of 
'  moral  conneflion,  or  a  commi|nication  of  merit  and  guill^ 
between  prince  and  people ;  fo  that  mutually  each  of  them 
is  rewarded  for  thevirtues,  each  is  punifhed  for  the  vioea 
of  the  other.  As  for  the  iniquities  of  a  people,  God  with- 
draweth  from  their  prince  the  free  communications  of  his 
grace  and  of  his  favour,  (fufiering  him  to  incur  fin,  or  to 
fail  into  misfortune ;  which  was  the  cafe  of  that  incompa- 

2  Kings  rably  good  king  Joiiah,  and  hath  been  the  fate  of  divers 
ifa"iii.  1*  excellent  princes,  whom  God  hath  fnatched  away  from 
&c.  people  unworthy  of  them,  or  involved  with  fuch  a  people 
jjgyj  in  common  calamities  j  according  to  the  rule  propounded 
zxviii.  36.  in  the  Law,  of  God's  dealing  with  the  Ilraelites  in  the  cafe 
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tftheirdifobedience;  and  according  to  that  of  Samuel^  SERM. 
l^yejkall  do  wickedly ,  yejhall  he  confumed,  loth  ye  and      X. 
jfoar  king:)    fo  reciprocally,  for  the  mifdemeanors  ofis^m. xii. 
princes,  (or  in  them,  and  by  them,)  God  doth  chaftife,^^^^ 
their  people.    For  what  confulions  in  Ifrael  did  the  of- xxviu.  3.), 
fenc^  of  Solomon  create!    What  mifchiefs  did   iffue Jg^^'^s^ '''*• 
thereon  from  Jeroboam's  wicked  behaviour  !  How  did  the  1  Kings  it. 
fins  of  Manafleh  Aick  to  his  country,  (ince  that,  even  after  ^^j^jngg 
that  notable  reformation  wrought  by  Jofiah,  it  is  faid,xvii.ai. 
tibtwithfianding  the  Lord  turned  not  from  thejiercenefs  of  xxUi.  a6. 
his  great  wrath,  wherewith  his  anger  was  kindled  again/i  *  ^•"^'  ***• 
Jttdahf  lecaufe  of  all  the  provocations  wherewith  Manqffeh 
had  provoked  him  f  And  how  forely,  by  a  tedious  three 
years  famine,  did  God  avenge  Saul's  cruelty  toward  the 
Gibeonites ! 

Nor  are  only  the  fins  of  bad  princes  affixed  to  peo-  (jcr.  xxxii. 
pie  confpiring  with  them  in  impiety;  for  even  of  king 3a-) 
Hezekiah  it  is  faid,  But  Hezekiah  rendered  iltft  again  accord-  35. 
ing  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him  ;  for  his  heart  was  lifted  up : 
therefore  there  was  wrath  upon  him,  and  upon  Judah  and 
Jervfalem.    So  the  pride  and  ingratitude  of  an  excellent 
prince  were  avenged  on  his  fubjeds.  And  when  good  king 
David  (God  averting  his  grace  from  him)  did  fall  into  that 
arrogant  tranfgreflion  of  counting  his  forces,  that,  as  Joab 
prudently  foretold,  became  a  caufe  of  trejpafs  to  Ifrael ;  j  chtxxi. 
and  Go/i,  faith  the  text,  was  di/pleqfed  with  this  thing  i^'f' 
therefore  hefmote  Ifrael. 

David  indeed  feemed  to  apprehend  fome  iniquity  in  this 
proceeding,  expoflulating  thus,  7^  it  not  I  that  commanded  ^  ^^^  ^xi, 
the  people  to  he  numbered  ?  even  I  it  is  that  have  finned  and  ^7. 
done  evil  indeed:  but  as  for  thefe  Jheep,  what  have  they 
done  f  But  God  had  no  regard  to  his  plea,  nor  returned 
any  anfwer  to  it ;  for  indeed  God's  wrath  began  with  the 
people,  and  their  king's  fin  was  but  a  judgment  executed 
On  them ;  for  the  anger,  it  is  faid,  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  2  Szm. 
again/l  Ifrael,  (by  their  fin  furely,  which  is  the  only  incen-  ***^'  ** 
five  of  divine  wrath,)  and  he  moved  David  againji  them 
to  fay,  60^  number  Ifrael  and  Judah. 

So  indeed  it  is  that  princes  are  bad,  that  they  incuir 
03 
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S£RM.  great  errors^  or  commit  notable  trefpafles,  is  commonly 
X-       imputable  to  the  fault  of  fubjeSs ;  and  is  a  juft  judgment 
by  divine  Providence  laid  on  them,  as  for  other  provoca- 
tions, fo  efpecially  for  their  want  of  devotion,  and  neglefb- 
ing  duly  to  pray  for  them.     For  if  they  confiantly,  with- 
hearty  fincerity  and  earned  fervency,  would  in  their  behal£> 
Pfo1.xzxm.fue  to  God,  who  fajhioneth  all  ike  hearts  of  men,  who 
Ptov  xxi    cQ?®c^'ly  holdeth  the  hearts  of  kings  in  his  hand,  and 
1.  tumeth  them  whitherfoever  he  tuiUj  we  reafonably  might 

prefume,  that  God  by  his  grace  would  dire&  them  into 
the  right  way,  and  incline  their  hearts  to  goodnefs ;  that^ 
Ifo.  iz.  17.  he  would  accomplifh  his  own  word  in  the  Prophet,  I  will 
make  thy  officers  peace,  and  thine  exa£lors  righteoufhefs  s 
that  we  might  have  occafion  to  pay  thankigivings  like 
Ezr.vU.97.  that  of  Ezra,  Blejfed  he  the  Lord  God  of  tmr  fathers,  wha 
hath  putfuch  things  as  this  in  the  king's  heart,  to  beautyy 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerufalem. 

We  are  apt  to  impute  the  ill  management  of  things, 
and  the  bad  fuccefs  waiting  on  it,  unto  princes,  being  in 
appearance  the  immediate  agents  and  inftruments  of  it : 
but  we  commonly  do  therein  miflake,  notconfidering  that 
ourfelves  are  mofl  guilty,  and  blameable  for  it ;  that  it  ia 
an  impious  people  which  maketh  an  unhappy  prince; 
that  their  offences  do  pervert  his  counfels,  and  blaft  hid 
undertakings ;  that  their  profanenefs  and  indevotion  doin- 
cenfe  God's  difpleafure,  aud  caufe  him  to  defert  princes^ 
withdrawing  his  gracious  condufl  from  them,  and  per- 
mitting them  to  be  mifled  by  temptation,  by  ill  advice,  by 
their  own  infirmities,  luils,  and  paflions,  into  courfes  fit  to 
punifli  a  naughty  people.     So  thefe  were  the  caufes  of 
PfaJ.  cvi.    Mofes's  fpeaking  unadvifedly  with  his  lips^  and  that  it 
|<2, 33.       ji;^,^  III  j^,iifi  kirn  for  their  fakes;  of  Aaron*s  forming  the 
Deutiz.    molten  calf;  of  David's  numbering  the  people;  ofJofiah's 
unadvifed  enterprife  againft  Pharaoh  Neco ;  of  Zedekiah's 
rebellion  againft  the  Aflfyrians,  (notwithfianding  the  ftrong 
difluafions  of  the  prophet  Jeremy;)  concerning  which  it 
2  Kings      is  faid,  For  through  the  anger  of  the  Lord  it  came  to  pafs  in 
xxiT.  20.    jgriifalem  and  Judah,  until  he  had  caji  them  out  from  kit 
prefence,  that  Zedekiah  rebelled  againft  the  king  ofBabyhm.. 
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Cohfidering  which  things  it  is  apparent^  that  prayer  for  SBRM. 
oor  prince  is  a  great  office  of  charity  to  the  public ;  and       X* .. .. 
that  in  praying  for  his  fafety,  for  his  honour,  for  his 
wealth,  for  his  profperity,  for  his  virtue,  we  do  in  eflefk 
jirsy  for  the  fame  benefits  refpeftively  to  our  country: 
tiiat  in  praying  for  his  welfare,  we  do  in  confequence  pray 
fer  the  good  of  all  our  neighbours,  our  friends,  our  rela- 
tions, our  families ;  whofe  good  is  wrapped  in  his  welfare, 
dodi  flow  from  it,  doth  hang  upon  it. 
■  We  are  bound,  and  it  is  a  very  noble  piece  of  charity, 
to  love  our  country,  fincerely  to  defire  and  earneftly  to 
ftarther  its  happinefs,  and  therefore  to  pray  for  it ;  accord- 
ing to  the  advice  and  praftice  of  the  Pfalmift :  0  pray  for  pfyx.cjxM.(i. 
ike  peace  ofJerufalem;  tkey  Jkall  projper  that  love  Mc^.  (cxxviii.  *.) 
Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prq/perity  within  thy  palaces,  puj.cxxi!. 
We  are  obliged  more  efpecially  upon  the  higheft  accounts,  7* 
with  deareft  afie^on  to  love  the  church,  (our  heavenly 
oommonwealth^  the  Tociety  of  our  fpiritual  brethren,) 
moft  ardently  to  tender  its  good,  and  feek  its  advantages; 
and  therefore  mod  urgently  to  fue  for  God's  favour  toward 
it :  being  ready  to  fay  after  David,  Do  good,  0  God^  in  thy  pfai.iiris. 
g9od  pleafure  to  Sion :  build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerufalem. 
Ari/ef  O  Lord,  and  liave  mercy  upon  Sion :  for  the  time  /o  pfai.cii. 
favour  her,  yea  thefei  time  is  come.    Now  thefe  duties  we  i3- 16. 
cannot  more  eafily,  more  compendioufly,  or  more  effec-  ^ 
tnally  difcharge,  than  by  eamefUy  praying  for  our  prince; 
ieeing  that  if  we  do  by  our  prayers  procure  God's  favour 
to  him,  v^  do  certainly  dra>v  it  on  the  ftate,  and  the 
church.     If  Grod,  moved  by  our  devout  importunities, 
fball  pleafe  to  guard  his  perfon  from  dangers,  and  to 
gfoni  him  a  long  life;  to  endue  his  heart  with  gr^ce, p^. ^^-^  ^^ 
with  the  love  and  fear  of  himfelf,  with  a  zeal  of  further- 
ing public  good,  of  favouring  piety,  of  difcountenancing 
fin  ^  if  Grod  (hall  vouchfafe  to  infpire  him  with  wifdom, 
and  td  guide  his  counfels,  to  blefs  his  proceedings,  and 
to  crown  his  undertakings  with  good  fuccefs :  then  aflur- 
edly  we  have  much  promoted  the  public  intereft ;  then 
jufkllibly,  together  with  thefe,  all  other  bleffings   (hall 
defeenfd  on  us,  all  good  will  flouriOi  in  out  land.    This 
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S£RM.  was  the  anctent  pra&ioe  of  ChriitianB,  and  direAcd  to 
X.  this  end.  For,  tFe,  faith  LaAantius  to  Conftaatiiie^ 
""""""""""  with  daily  prayers  do  fupplicate  God,  that  he  wwddfit^ 
of  all  keep  thee,  whom  he  hath  willed  to  be  the  keep&re§ 
things  ;  then  that  he  would  infpire  into  thee  a  willy  whera^. 
by  tliou  maye/i  ever  perfevere  in  the  love  ofGed^s  neumef 
lifhich  isfalutary  to  all,  both  to  thee  for  thy  happinefs,  ani 
to  Its  for  our  quiet  d. 

4«  Wherefore  confequently  our  own  intereft  and  chai*, 

rity  to  ourfelves  ihould  difpofe  us  to  pray  for  our  princeiL 

We  being  nearly  concerned  in  ^  bis  welfare,  as  parts  o£ 

the  public^  and  as  enjoying   many  private  advaotagei 

thereby ;  we  cannot  but  partake  of  his  good^  we  cannot 

but  fuffer  with  him.  We  cannot  live  quietly,  if  our  prince 

is  difturbed;  we  cannot  live  happily,  if  he  be  unfortunate; 

Nefdo  an   we  can  hardly  live  virtuouily,  if  divine  grace  do  not  in« 

biTs^^nfc'  ^^*'^^  ^^°*  *^  favour  us  therein,  or  at  lead  reftrain  hint 

ratprinceps,from  hindering  us.    This  is  St.  Paul's  own  confideratioii : 

2^^^^j^/exAor/  youj  faith  he,  to  make  prayers  ftn-  kings — thai  me 

quam  qui    may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  gpdJinefs  and  ho'^ 

Au^r.    ^^y*    Upon  fuch  an  account  God  did  command  the 

Jews  to  pray  for  the  welfare  of  that  heathen  ftate,  un<- 

Jef,xxa.7.der~which  they  lived  in  captivity.    Andfeek,  laid  he,  the 

peace  of  the  city  whither  I  have  caufed  you  to  be  carried 

away  captives,  and  pray  unto  the  Lord  for  it :  for  in  the 

peace  thereof  Jhall  ye  have  peace.  And  for  the  like  caufe 

the  Chrlflians  of  old  deemed  themfelves  bound  to  pray 

for  the  Gentile  magiftrates ;  according  to  that  of  Tertul* 

lian :  We  pray  for  you,  becaife  with  you  the  empire  it 

fhaJten :  and  the  other  members  of  it  being  Jhaken,  affwredly 

even  we.,  haw  far  foever  we  may  be  thought  from  troubles^ 

are  found  infome  place  of  tkefall^.   Farther, 

**  Cni  nos  quotidianis  precibus  fupplicamus,  ut  te  imprimis,  quem  rcram 
euftodem  voluit  efle,  cuftodiat ;  deinde  infpiret  tibi  voluntatem>  qua  femper 
in  amore  divi^i  nominis  perfe?eres ;  quod  eft  omnibus  (aiutare,  et  tibi  ad  feli- 
citatem,  et  nobis  ad  quietem.   Laa,  vii.  26. 

e  Vobiicum  enim  concutitnr  imperium  :  concuffis  ctiam  cseteris  membris 
ejusy  utique  et  nos,  licet  extranei  a  turbis  seftimemur,  in  aliquo  loco  Gafaa 
invcnimur.  Tert.  jlpoi.  cap.  xxxii. 
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j.  lAt  in  cofifider^  that  fahjeSta  are  obliged  in  grati-  SBRBf. 
iode  and  ingenuitj,  yea  in  equity  and  juftioe^  to  pray  for      X. 
AAr  princes.   For, 

Thqr  are  mod  nearly  related  to  us^  and  allied  by  the 
aioft  &cred  ibands ;  being  conftituted  by  God,  in  hb  own 
B,  the  parents  and  guardians  of  their  country ;  being 
alfo  avowed  and  accepted  for  fuch  by  folemn  vows,  and 
iDoft  holy  facraments  of  allegiance :  whence  unto  them 
at  fuch  we  owe  an  humble  piety,  a  very  refpe^lful  afiec- 
tHMif  a  moft  dutiful  obfervance^;  the  which  we  cannot 
tetter  expreft  or  exercife,  than  in  our  heartieft  prayers  for 
Am  welfare* 

They  by  ^God  are  defined  to  be  the  protedors  of  the 
cbnrch,  the  paitrons  of  religion,  the  fofterers  and  cherifh- 
ers  of  truth,  of  virtue,  of  piety  :  for  of  the  church  in  the 
evangelical  times  it  was  prophefied,  Kings  Jhall  he  Mjrifa.  zHk, 

23.  Ix.  16. 
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Jhall  mmifter  to  thee :  wherefore  to  them,  not  only  as 
men  and  citizens,  but  peculiarly  as  Chriftians,  we  owe 
the  higheft  duty  ;  and  confequently  we  mud  pay  the  beft 
devotion  for  them. 

To  them  we  ftand  indebted  for  the  greateft  benefits  of 
Gooimon  life:  they  neceiTarily  do  take  much  care,  they 
undergo  great  trouble,  they  are  expofed  to  many  hazards 
lor  our  advantages;  that  under  their  Jhadow  we  may  en- Lam. iv. 20. 
joy  iafoty  and  quiet,  we  may  reap  the  fruits  of  our  in- 
duftiy,  we  may  poflefs  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
€if  our  life,  with  fecurity  from  rapine,  from  contention, 
from  Iblicitude,  from  the  continual  fears  of  wrong  and 
outrage.  4 

To  their  induftry  and  vigilancy  under  God  we  owe  the 
fair  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  protedion  of  right  and 
innocence,  the  prefervation  of  order  and  peace,  the  en- 
couragement of  goodnefs,  and  corre6tion  of  wickednefs : 

'  Qyeip  fciens  (Cbriftianut)  a  Deo  fuo  conflitui,  necefle  eft,  ut  et  ipfum 
ililigaCy  ct  rerereatur,  et  honoret,  et  falvam  velit.  Tert.  ad  Seap»  ii. 

Jurat  per  Deum^  et  per^Chriftum,  et  per  Spiritum  S.  et  per  majeaatem  ira- 
pevBlorifly  quK  fecimdam  Dcum  genert  humano  diligenda  eft,  et  colenda. 
WtgeU  ii.  5. 
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8ERM.  for  they,  as  the  Apoftle  telkth  us,  mre  GotTs  nmifters^  of- 

^-       tending  coniinuaUy  on  tkefe  very  things.    They  mdeed  £) 

SSm^iiU.  attend  as  to  deny  themfelves,  and  fo  forego  mach  of  their 

own  eafe,  their  pleafure,  their  fatisfadion;  being  Ire* 

quently  perplexed  with  cares,  continuaUy  enllaved  to  bo- 

finefs,  and  fubje&  to  various  inconveniences,  rendering 

their  life  to  confiderate  fpeflators  very  little  defiraUe. 

As  therefore,  according  to  our  Lord's  obfervation,  they 

LakexsiL  ^^  ufually  ftyled  benefa&orsj  fo  they  really  are;  even 

>»•  the  word  of  diem  (fuch  as  Clau^us,  or  Nero^  of  whoni 

our  Apoftles  fpeak)  in  confiderable  meafure;  at  leaft.m 

comparifon  of  anarchy,  and  confidering  the  mifchiefa  i& 

fuing  from  want  of  government.   Ou  tmKkmUl  Wi  ri  wpSyput 

oi**\»*u»The  matter  is  not  flattery ;  (faith  St.  Chryfoftom,  hino* 

^'  ^ix^^'  ^"^'^  ^^  ^^^  ™^"  fartheft  from  a  flatterer ;)  but  according  to 

M^  «■«»     the  reafon  of  the  cafe  we  muft  efleem  ourfelves  much  ob« 

*\«T*r>X  ''8^^  ^®  xh^m  for  the  pains  they  fuftain  in  our  behalf,  and 

y#f.  Ckryf.  ioT  thc  bcncfits  wc  rcccivc  from  them.    For  he  indeed 

U*  \7*™    "*^^  ^^  ^  ^'®T^  ^^^  governor,  to  whom  that  fpeech  of  the 

orator  TertuUus  may  not  without  glozing  be.accommo- 

Aasxxiv.  dated;  Seeing  that  by  thee  we  enjoy  great  quietnefs,  and 

*»  *•  that  very  worthy  deeds  are  done  unto  this  nation  by  thy  pro^ 

ifidence^  we  accept  it  always^  and  in  all  places^  moft  noble 

FeliXf  with  all  thankfulnefs. 

However,  what  Seneca  faith  of  philofophers,  that  they 
of  all  men  are  mq/l  obliged,  and  moft  grateful  to  kings  and 
magiflratesy  becaufe  from  their  care  they  enjoy  the  leifitre, 
quiet  i  andfecurity  of  contemplating  and  pra&ifing  the  befi 
things;  upon  which  account y  faith  he,  they  could  not  but 
reverence  the  authors  offo  great  a  good  as  parents  ^  ;  that 
is,  or  (hould  be,  far  more  true  of  Chriftians.  That  lei/ure 
(to  ufe  his  words)  which  isjpent  with  Godj  and  which  ren-^ 
dereth  us  like  to  God^i  the  liberty  of  ftudying divine  truth, 

C  Null!  adverfus  magiftratus  ac  reges  gratiores  funt ;  nee  immerito,  nuUts 
enim  plus  praeftant,  quam  quibus  fnii  tranquillo  otto  licet;  Itaque  hi  quibus 
ad  propoiitum  bene  vivendi  confert  fecuritas  publica>  neceffe  eft  audocem 
hujus  boni  ut  parentem  colant.  Sgn,  Ep,  73. 

h  GLaanti  seftimamus  hoc  otiuro>  quod  inter  Deos  agitur,  quod  Deoi  fkoit  ? 
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aodof  ferviog  God  with  fecurity  and  quiet;  are  inefiima*  SERll. 
ble  benefits,  for  the  which  they  are  indebted  to  the  pro-       ^' 
tefiion  of  magiftrates :  therefore  in  all  reafon  a  grateful 
retribution  of  good  will^  and  of  all  good  offices,  parti- 
cularly of  our  prayers,  is  to  be  paid  to  them.     Is  it  notnSscSfWH 
veryabfurd,  faith  St.  Chryfoftom, /Aa/  they  JhouU  lalouri]^'l,f' 
and  venture  for  us,  and  we  not  pray  for  them  P  <^^uf'  «W 

.  6.  Whereas  we  are  by  divine  command  frequently  en-  i"p™"  jj. 
Joined  to  fear  and  reverence,  to  honour,  to  obey  kings;  ^3. 17. 
we  ihould  look  on  prayer  for  them  as  a  principal  branch.  Tit.  Hi.  1.  ' 
and  the  negleO:  thereof  as  a  notable  breach  of  thofe  du-!^I°^'"*^* 
ties.    For, 

As  to  honour  and  reverence,  it  is  plain,  that  no  exterior 
fignificalion,  in  ceremonious  unveiling  or  cringing  to 
them,  can  fo  demonftrate  it,  as  doth  the  wiihing  them 
well  in  our  hearts,  and  from  thence  framing  particular 
addrefles  to  the  divine  Majefly  for  their  welfare.  Than 
which  practice  there  can  be  no  furer  argument,  that  we 
hold  them  in  great  account  and  coniideration.  And  how 
indeed  can  we  much  honour  them,  for  whom  we  do  not 
vouchiafe  fo  much  as  to  offer  our  good  wiflies,  or  to  men- 
tion them  in  our  interceffions  unto  him,  who  requireth  us 
to  make  them  for  all  men,  and  particularly  for  thofe  for 
whom  we  are  concerned  ?  Doth  not  this  omiffion  evi- 
dently place  them  in  the  lowed  rank,  beneath  the  meaneft 
of  our  friends  and  relations  ?  doth  it  not  imply  a  very 
flender  regard  had  to  them  ? 

And  as  for  obedience,  prayer  for  princes  is  clearly  an 
inftance  thereof;  feeing  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  all 
princes  do  require  it  from  their  fubje6b.  Not  only 
Cbriftian  princes,  who  believe  God  the  fole  difpenfer  of 
all  good  things,  and  the  great  efficacy  of  devotion  in 
procuring  them  from  him,  may  be  deemed,  to  exad: 
this  beneficial  office  from  us;  but  even  heathens  and 
infidels,  from  their  dim  notion  of  a  fovereign  Providence, 
(which  hath  ever  been  common  in  the  world,)  have 
made  an  account  of  this  practice;  as  we  may  fee  by 
that  decree  of  the  Perfian  king  in  Ezra,  charging  his 
officers    to   fumifli   the   Jewifh    elders  with    facrifices. 
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SERM.  that,  faid  he^  they  may  offer facrtfices  of  Jive^  favour  uifAl 
^V  the  God  of  heaven,  and  pray  for  the  life  of  the  kingi 
^nYu  10. and  ofkisfons.  And  that  fuch  was  the  pradace  of  tlsS 
Romans  even  in  their  heathenifh  flate,  doth  appear  frofli 
thofe  words  of  Pliny ;  ff^e  have,  faith  he^  been  wont  4^ 
make  vows  for  the  eternity  of  the  empire,  and  for  the  tvd* 
fare  of  the  citizens;  yea  for  the  welfare  of  the  princes^  an§ 
in  their  behalf  for  the  eternity  of  the  empire  K 

Not  only  pious  princes  with  a  ferious  defire  will  expeft 
this  duty  from  us ;  but  even  profane  ones  in  policy  w9 
demand  it,  as  a  decent  teftimony  of  refpe£l  to  them^  and 
a  proper  means  of  upholding  their  ftate ;  that  they  may 
feem  to  have  place  in  the  ,moft  ferious  regards  and  fin 
lemn  performances  of  their  fubje£ts.     So  that  to  negle& 
this  duty  is  ever  a  violation  of  our  due  obedience,  and  a 
kind  of  difloyalty  to  them.     Again, 
Dcovclpri-     7.  The  praying  for  princes  is  a  fervice  peculiarly  ho* 
iSliSnrfer-  ^^^^^^able,  and  very  acceptable  to  God  ;  which  he  will  id- 
Tit,  cum     terpret  as  a  great  refpe£l  done  to  himfelf :  for  that  there- 
cum'diligit,  ^y  wc  honour  his  image  and  charafter  in  them,  yielding 
qui  Deo      Jn  his  prefcncc  this  fpecial  refpeft  to  them  as  his  repre- 
torc.  r*^r/.  fentatives ;  for  that  thereby  we  avow  his  government  of 
"•  *•  the  world  by  them  as  his  miniflers  and  deputies  ;  fiw  that 

thereby  we  acknowledge  all  power  derived  from  him, 
and  depending  on  his  pleafure ;  we  afcribe  to  him  an  au- 
thority paramount  above  all  earthly  potentates ;  we  im- 
ply our  perfuafion,  that  he  alone  is  abfolute  fovereign  of 
I  Tim.  vi.  the  world,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  fo  that 
^'  princes  are  nothing  otherwife  than  in  fubordination  to 

him,  can  do  nothing  without  his  fuccour,  do  owe  to  him 
all  their  power,  their  fafety,  their  profperity,  and  welfere*. 
for  that,  in  fine,  thereby  difclaiming  all  other  confideAcea 
Wal.  cxlvi.  in  any  fon  of  man,  we  fignify  our  entire  fubmiffion  to 
g'^  g^*"'     God's  will,  and  fole  confidence  in  his  providence.     This 

♦  Nuncupare  vota  et  pro  aetemitate  imperii,  ct  pro  falutc  civium,  imo  pro 
(alute  principum>  ac  propter  illos  pro  aetemitate  imperii^  folebamos.  P/E*. 
Pamg,  ^ 

k  Tempcrans  majcftatem  Cefaris  infra  Dcum,  magis  ilium  commend* 
X)eo.   Tert.  J^h  cap.  zzxiii.         " 
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krnc6  therefore  is  a  very  grateful  kind  of  adoring  our  S£RM. 
almighty  Lord;  and  as  fuch  St.  Paul  recommendeth  it  in      X. 
the  words  immediately  fubjoined  to  our  text^  For  thisti'nta.u,^, 
iaith  he,  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  Jight  of  God  our 
Saviour. 

8.  Let  us  confider,  that  whereas  wifdoni,  guiding  our 
piety  and  charity,  will  efpecially  incline  us  to  place  our 
devotion  there  where  it  will  be  moft  needful  and  ufeful ; 
we  therefore  chiefly  muft  pray  for  kings,  becaufe  they  do 
jBoft  need  our  prayers. 

The  office  is  mod  high,  and  hard  to  difcharge  well  or 
happily:  wherefore  they  need  extraordinary  fupplies  of 
gifts  and  graces  from  the  divine  bounty. 

Their  affairs  are  of  greateft  weight  and  importance,  re- 
quiring anfwerable  (kill  and  Arength  to  ileer  and  wield 
them  :  wherefore  they  need  from  the  fountain  of  wifdom 
jwd  power  fpecial  communications  of  light,  of  courage,  of 
ability,  to  conduft,  to  fupport,  to  fortify  them  in  their 
managements;  they  need  that  God  ihould  uphold  Mempfal. li.  13. 
mu/Mtri  ^ffftovixw,  with  that  princely  fpirit,  for  which  king 
David  prayed. 

They  o&en  are  to  deliberate  about  matters  of  dark  and 
uncertain  confequence  ;  they  are  to  judge  in  cafes  of  du- 
bious and  intricate  nature;  the  which  to  refolve  pru- 
dently, or  to  determine  uprightly,  no  human  \yifdom 
fufficiently  can  enable  :  wherefore  they  need  the  fpirit  ofu^  xi.  2. 
€Ounfel,  and  thejpirit  of  judgment,  from  the  fole  difpenfer"^*"'  ^* 
of  them,  the  great  Counfellor  and  mod  righteous  Judge,  ifa.  ix.  6. 
The  wifeft  and  ableft  of  them  hath  reafon  to  pray  with 
Solomon,   Giue  thy  fervant  an  under/ianding  heart,  to  pfsA.^'ii.  11. 
judge  thy  people,  that  I  may  difcern  between  good  and  bad:  ^fj^i^"*J' 
/or  u/ho  is  able  to  judge  this  thy  fo  great  a  people  ?  That  (Pfal.  ixxii .' 
b  what  the  Wife  Man  faith  may  be  verified,  A  divine]^^^^.^^ 
fintence  is  in  the  lips  of  the  king,  his  mouth  tranfgrej/p-  xo. 
etk  not  in  judgment :  and  that  of  the  wife  woman,  As^suUfUt- 
Wi. angel  of  God,fo  is  my  lord  the  king  to  difcern  good ^'^' 
€nd  bad* 

They  commonly  are  engaged  in  enterprifes  of  greateft 
diffioult^,  iofuperable  by  the  might  Qr  indufirjr  of  niiui ; 
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SERM.  in  regard  to  which  we  may  fay  with  Hannah,  Byjlrengtk 

X.     Jhxdl  no  man  prevail ;  with  the  Preacher,  The  race  is  not 

iSam.n.9.  to  the  ftvifty  nor  the  battle  to  the  Jirovg  ;  with  the  Pfalm- 

^^   e.ix.   j^^  There  is  no  king  Javed  by  the  multitude  of  an  ho/l: 

Pfal.  xxxiii.  wherefore  they  need  aid  and  fuccour  from  the  Almighty, 

to  carry  them  through,  and  blefs  their  deiigns  with  fuc- 

cefs. 

They  are  mod  expofed  to  dangers  and  diiafters;  ((land- 
ing like  high  towers,  mod  obnoxious  to  the  winds  and 
tempefts  of  fortune ;)  having  ufually  many  envious  ill- ' 
willers,  many  difaffefted  malecontents,  many  both  open 
enemies  and  clofe  infidiators  ;  from  whofe  force  or  trea- 
chery no  human  providence  can  fufficiently  guard  them :  - 
they  do  therefore  need  the  prote£lion  of  the  ever-viplant " 
Kal.  xxi.  Ai Keeper  of  Ifrael  to  fecure  them  :  for,  Except  the  Lord  ■ 
cxxvii  1     ^^^^h  the  city^  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain  ;  except ' 
xxxiii.  16.  the  Lord  preferve  the  king,  his  guards,  his  armies  fur- 
round  him  to  no  purpofe. 

They  have  the  natural  infirmities  of  other  men,  and  far 
beyond  other  men  are  fubjeft  to  external  temptations. 
Zecb.  Hi.  i.The  malicious  fpirit  (as  in  the  cafe  of  Job,  of  David,  of 
Ahab,of  Joihuathe  High  Prieft,  is  exprefled)  is  ever  wait- 
ing for  occafion,  ever  craving  permiilion  of  God  to  feduce 
and  pervert  them ;  fuccefs  therein  being  extremely  conduci- 
ble  to  his  villainous  defigns.    The  world  continually  doth 
aflault  them  with  all  its  advantages,  with  all  its  baits  of 
pleafure,  with  all  its  enticements  to  pride  and  vamty,  to 
oppreffion  and  injuftice,  to  floth,  to  luxury,  to  exorbitant 
felf-will  and  felf-conceit,  to  every  fort  of  vicious  praftice. 
Ecclcf.viii.  Their  eminency  of  date,  their  affluence  of  wealth,  their 
^'  uncontrollable  power,  their  exemption  from  common  re- 

draints,  their  continual  didra£bions  and  encumbrances  bj 
varieties  of  care  and  bufinefs,  their  multitude  of  obfe- 
qnious  followers,  and  fcarcity  of  faithful  friends  to  ad- 
vife  or  reprove  them,  their  having  no  obdacles  before 
them  to  check  their  wills,  to  crofs  their  humours,  to 
curb  their  luds  and  paffions,  are  fo  many  dangerous  fnares 
unto  them  :  wherefore  they  do  need  plentiful  meafures  of 
grtloe»  and  mighty  aflidances  from  God,  to  preferve  them ' 
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fix)m  the  word  errors  and  fins ;  into  which  btherwife  it  is  SERM. 
almoft  a  miracle  if  they  are  not  plunged.  X. 

And  being  they  are  fo  liable  to  fin,  they  muft  confe-.orxirr« 
quently  (land  often  in  need  of  God's  mercy  to  l)ear  with  «'««r'Vi^ 
them,  and  to  pardon  them.  ^Tdm 

They  therefore,  upon  fo  many  accounts  needing  fpe-A««'*'»« 
dal  help  and  grace  from  Heaven,  do  mod  need  prayers  to 
derive  it  thence  for  them. 

All  princes  indeed  do  need  them.  Good  princes  need 
many  prayers  for  God's  help,  to  uphold  and  confirm  them 
in  their  virtue :  bad  princes  need  deprecations  of  God's 
wrath  and  judgment  toward  them,  for  offending  his  Ma- 
jefty;  together  with  fupplications  for  God's  grace  to 
eonvert  and  reform  them  :  the  moA  defperate  and  incorri- 
gible need  prayers,  that  God  would  overrule  and  reftrain 
them  from  doing  mHchief  to  themfelves  and  others. 
All  princes  having  many  avocations  and  temptations, 
hindering  them  to  pray  enough  for  themfelves,  do  need 
Aipplemental  aids  from  the  devotions  of  others. 

Wherefore  if  we  love  them,  if  we  love  our  country,  if 
iwe  love  ourfelves,  if  we  tender  the  interefts  of  truth,  of 
pie^,  of  common  good,  we,  confidering  their  caie,  and 
manifold  need  of  prayers,  will  not  fail  eameilly  to  fue 
fbr.  them ;  that  God  would  afford  needful  affiftance  to 
them  in  the  adminiftration  of  their  high  office,  in  the  im- 
provement of  their  great  talents,  in  the  condud  and  ma- 
nagement of  their  arduous  afiTairs;  that  he  gracioufly 
•would  dixeGt  them  in  their  perplexed  counfels,  would 
back  them  in  their  difficult  undertakings,  would  proted: 
their  perf6ns  from  dangers,  would  keep  their  hearts  from 
the  prevalency  of  temptations,  would  pardon  their  failings 
apd  treipafiesi    Again, 

9*  Whereas  God  hath  declared,  that  he  hath  fpecial 
regard  to  princes,  and  a  more  than  ordinary  care  over 
them,  becaufe  they  have  a  peculiar  relation  to  him,  as 
his  reprefentadves^  the  mini/iers  of  his  kingdom,  the  mainwifd.  tI.  ^. 
inftraments  of  bis  providence,  whereby  he  couveyeth  his 
fsvours,  and  difpenfeth  his  juflice  to  men;  Becaufe  alfo. 
the  good  of  mankiod,  which  he  efpecially  tendereth,.  is  < 
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SERM.  mainly  concerned  in  their  welfare;  whereas,  I  iky, itUy 
^-  that  givethfalvatitm  unto  kings;  that  giveth  great  deUvef- 
Hai.cxUv.  ance  to  his  kingj  andjheweth  mercy  to  his  anointed;  that 
z^ii.  50.'  hath  the  king's  heart,  and  his  breath,  and  all  his  ways  U 
(ixiii.  11.)  ^fj  f^Q^fi .  ^^,gjj  upon  this  accovmt  our  prayers  for  them 
51.  are  the  more  required.     For  it  is  a  method  of  God,  and 

Ihm.'"a3!*'*  eftabliflied  ride  of  divine  providence,  not  to  difpenfe 
fpecial  bleffings  without  particular  conditions,  and  the 
concurrence  of  our  duty  in  obfervance  of  what  he  pre- 
fcribeth  in  refpeS:  to  them.  Seeing  then  be  hath  en- 
joined, that,  in  order  to  our  obtaining  thofe  great  benefits 
which  iflue  from  his  fpecial  care  over  princes,  we  fhould 
pray  for  it,  and  feek  it  from  his  hands ;  the  omii&on  of 
this  duty  will  intercept  it,  or  bereave  us  of  its  advantages; 
nor  in  that  cafe  may  we  expe6l  any  bleffings  of  that  kind. 
As  without  praying  for  ourfelves  we  muft  not  expeft 
private  favours  from  heaven;  fo  without -praying  for 
our  prince  we  cannot  well  hope  for  public  bleffings. 
For,  as  a  profane  perfon  (who  in  efieA  difavoweth  God^ 
by  not  regarding  to  feek  his  favour  and  aid)  is  not  qua-^ 
lified  to  receive  any  good  from  him  ;  fo  a  profane  nation 
(which  difclaimeth  God's  government  of  the  world,  by 
not  invoking  his  benediction  on  thofe  who  moderate  it 
under  him)  is  not  well  capable  of  common  benefits.  It  is 
Ezr.vin.22.upon  all  accounts  true  which  Ezra  faid.  The  hand  of  our 
H^'  ^6d.^  ^^^  ^  upon  all  them  for  good  that  feek  him :  hut  his  power 
iii.  6.  and  his  wrath  is  agairi/i  all  them  that  forfake  him.  If 
therefore  we  defire  that  our  prince  fhould  not  lofe  God's 
fpecial  regard,  if  we  would  not  forfeit  the  benefits  thei^ 
of  to  ourfelves,  we  muft  confpire  in  hearty  prayers  for 
him. 

lo.  To  engage  and  encourage  us  in  which  pradice,  we 
may  farther  confider,  that  fuch  prayers,  offered  duly, 
(with  frequency  and  conftancy,  with  fincerity  and  zeal^) 
do  always  turn  to  good  account,  and  never  want  good 
efied: :  the  which,  if  it  be  not  always  eafily  difcemible» 
yet  it  is  ceij;tainly  real ;  if  it  be  not  perfeft  as  we  may  de- 
fire,  yet  it  is  competent,  as  expediency  requireth^  or  as 
the  condition  of  things  will  bear. 
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There  may  be  impediments  to  a  full  fuccefs  of  the  bed  8£RS£ 
prayers  ;  they  may  not  ever  prevail  to  render  princes  com-       ^' 
jdetely  good^  or  extremely  profperous  :  for  fome  concur- 
rence of  their  own  will  is  requifite  to  produce  their  virtue, 
God  rarely  working  with  irrefiftible  power,  or  fatal  effi- 
cacy; and  the  ftate  of  things,  or  capacities  of  perfons,  are 
not  always  fitly  fuited  for  profperity.     Yet  are  not  fuch 
prayers  ever  wholly  vain  or  fruitlefs  ;  for  God  never  pre- 
fcribeth  means  unavailable  to  the  end :  he  never  would 
have  commanded  us  particularly  to  pray  for  kings,  .if  he 
did  not  mean  to  beftow  a  good  iflue  to  that  prafUce. 

And,  furely,  he  that  hath  promifed  to  hear  all  requefts, 
with  faith  and  fincerity  and  inceflant  eameftnefs  prefented 
to  him,  cannot  fail  to  hear  thofe  which  are  of  fuch  confe- 
queace,  which  are  fo  agreeable  to  his  will,  which  do  include 
ib  much  honefly  and  charity.  In  this  cafe,  furely,  we 
may  have  fome  confidence,  according  to  that  of  St.  John, 
This  is  the  confidence  we  have  in  him^  thaty  if  we  api  any  \}oYi,Y.  14. 
thing  according  to  his  willy  he  heareth  us. 

As  the  good  bifliop,  obferving  St.  Auftin's  mother,  with 
what  conflancy  and  paffionatenefs  (he  did  pray  for  her' 
fon^  being  then  engaged  in  ways  of  error  and  vanity,  did 
encourage  her,  faying, // f5  impoffihle  that  a  Jon  of  thofe  Fiennon 
devotions  Jhould  perijh;  fo  may  we  hopefully  prefume,  P^^^f^'JJJ^^ 
and  encourage  ourfelves,  that  a  prince  will  not  mifcarry,  lacryma- 
for  whofe  welfare  many  good  people  do  eameftly  folicit :  ^^.^"J;^; 
JFfcri  flow  potefty  ut  princeps  iftarum  lacrymarum  pereaf.       iv.  12. 

You  know  in  general  the  mighty  efficacy  of  prayer;  jamesv, 
'what  pregnant  aflurances  there  are,  and  how  wonderfuH^* 
inflances  thereof  occur  in  holy  Scripture,  both  in  relation 
to  public  and  private  bleffings :  how  it  is  often  promifed, 
diat  all  thingSy  whatfoever  wejhall  ajk  in  prayer  believingy  Matt,  xxi, 
wejhall  receive;  and  that  whoever  ajkeih  receivethy  and  he^'     .. 
thai  feeketh  Jindethy  and  to  him  that  knocketh  it  Jhall  les. 
cpened:  how  the  prayer  of  Abraham  did  heal  Abimelechfy^"'  "* 
iind  his  fiMnily  of  barrennefs;  how  the  prayers  of  MofesNum.xi.  2. 
did  quench  the  fire,  and  cure  the  bitings  of  the  fiery  fer-"f'  cvi.30. 
pents  $  how  the  prayer  of  Jofliua  did  arreft  the  fun  ;  how^-^-^ 
the  prayer  of  Hannah  did  procure  Samuel  to  her,  as  his  1  Sam.  i. 

VOL,  u  P  *^* 
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S£RM.name  doth  import;  how  Elias*8  prayers  did  open  and 
X.  {hut  the  heavens ;  how  the  fame  holy  Prophet's  prayer  did 
][^[j~^  reduce  a  departed  foul,  and  that  of  EUfha  did  effeft  the 
Jam.  V.  17,  fame,  and  that  of  another  Prophet  did  reftore  Jeroboam** 
iKingsxvii.^^^^^^^^^  hand  ;  how  the  prayers  of  God's  people  £ne- 
21.2a.  quently  did  raife  them  up  faviours,  and  when  they  cried 
33.  "^  ww/o  the  Lord  in  their  troubley  he  delivered  them  out  of 
1  Kings  xiU./^{>  diftrejfes :  how  the  prayers  of  *Afa  difcomfited  a 
Dcut.iv.29.friiilion  of  Arabians,  and  thofe  of  Jehofhaphat  dedroyeda 
^^•^/^^' numerous  army  of  his  enemies' by  their  own  hands,  and 
cvii.  6. 13.  thofe  of  Hezekiah  brought  down  an  angel  from  heaven  to 
Jud.^iil.15.  ^"^  off  the  Aflyrians,  and  thofe  of  Manafles  reflored  him 
iv.  3.  vi.  7.  to  his  kingdom,  and  thofe  of  Efther  faved  her  people  from 
•ichr.xiv.  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  thofe  of  Nehemiah  inclined  a  Pagan 
11.  XX.  3.  king's  heart  to  favour  his  pious  defign  for  re-edifying  Je- 
xxxii.  20,  Tuialem,  and  thofe  of  Daniel  obtained  ftrange  vifions  and 
12  "* "  difcoveries.  How  ^  Noah,  Job,  Daniel,  Mofes,  and  Sa- 
Efth.iv.i6.muel  are  reprefented  as  powerful  interceflbrs  with  God; 
ii.*4.  '*'  ^^^  confequently  it  is  intimated,  that  the  great  things. 
Dan.  chap,  achieved  by  them  were  chiefly  done  by  the  force  of  their 

ii.  iv.v.  vii.  '' 

viii.ix.  x.%prayers. 

J'-*'^'    .        And  feeing  prayers  in  fo  many  cafes  are  fo  effeftual, 
14.  and  work  fuch  miracles  ;  what  may  we  hope  from  them 

Jcr.  XV.  1.  jj^  ^j^jg^  wherein  God  fo  exprefsly  and  particularly  direfteth 
us  to  ufe  them  ?  If  our  prayers  can  fo  much  avail  to  our 
perfonal  and  private  advantage,  if  they  may  be  very  help- 
ful to  our  friends;  how  much  (hall  the  devotions  of 
many  good  men,  all  levelled  at  one  mark,  and  aiming  at  a 
public  mod  confiderable  good,  be  prevalent  with  the  di- 
vine goodnefs  ?  However,  if  God  be  not  moved  by  prayers 
\o  convert  a  prince  from  all  fin,  to  make  him  do  all 
the  good  he  might,  to  blefs  him  in  all  matters ;  yet  he 
may  thence  be  induced  to  reftrain  him  from  much  evil,  to 
keep  him  from  being  worfe,  or  from  doing  worfe  than 
otherwife  would  be;  he  may  difpofe  him  to  do  many 
things  well,  or  better  than  of  himfelf  he  would  do ;  he 
may  preferve  him  from  many  difafters  otherwife  incident 
to  him  :  which  will  be  confiderable  effefts  of  prayer. 
XI.  I  fhall  add  but  one  general  confideration  more, 
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which  18  this,  that  prayer  is  the  only  allowable  way  of  SERM, 
redreffing  our  cafe,  if  we  do  fuflFer  by  or  for  princes.  X* 

Are  they  bad,  or  do  they  mifdemean  themfelves  in  their 
adminifiration  of  government  and  juftice  ?  we  may  not  by 
^ny  violent  or  rough  way  attempt  to  reclaim  them ;  for 
they  are  not  accountable  to  us,  or  liable  to  our  correSion. 
iVhere  the  word  of  a  king  isy  there  is  power :  and  who  Ecclcf.  riU. 
Jhallfay  to  him,  What  doeft  thou  ?  was  the  Preacher's  doc-  *' 
trine.  ^^ 

Do  they  opprefs  us,^'  abufe  us  ?  do  they  treat  us 
•harfhly,  or  cruelly  perfec'ute  us?  we  mud  not  kick  againft 
them,  nor  ftrive  to  right  ourfelves  by  refiftance.     For, 
Again/i  a  king,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  there  is  no  rijing  up :  P"*^-  *«• 
and.  Who,  faid  David,  canftretch  out  his  hand  againjl  the  ^  ^^^ 
LM'd*s  anointed,  and  he  guiltlefs  ?  and,  They^  faith  St.  Paul,  xxvi.  9. 
thai  re/yiyjhall  receive  to  themfelves  damnation.  ^^™-  **"• 

We  muft  not  fo  much  as  eafe  our  ftomach,  or  difcharge 
our  paffion,  by  railing  or  inveighing  againft  them.     For, 
Thou  fhalt  not  Jpeak  evil  of  the  ruler  of  thy  people,  is  a  Exod.  xxii. 
diyine  law;   and,   to  hlafpheme,  or   revile,   dignities,   is?^    .., 
by  St.   Peter  and  St.   J ude  reprehended   as   a  notable  2  Pet.  u. 

•™n«-  Judes. 

We  muft  not  be  bold  or  free  in  taxing  their  anions.  Job  xxxiv. 
For,  Is  it  fit,  faidElihu,  to  fay  to  a  king,  Thou  art  wicked,^^^' ^^^^^^ 
and  to  princes.  Ye  are  ungodly  P  and,  to  reproach  the  foot-  si. 
fteps  of  GotTs  anointed^h  implied  to  be  an  impious  prac- 
tice. 

We  muft  forbear  even  complaining  and   murmuring 
agsdnft  them.     For    murmurers   are   condemned   as  noJudcie. 
mean  fort  of  offenders ;  and  the  Jews  in  the  wildemefs 
werfc  forely  puniflied  for  fuch  behaviour. 

We  muft  not  (according  to  the  Preacher's  advice)  fo  Ecclcf.  x. 
much  as  curfe  them  in  our  thoughts ;  or  not  entertain  ill  ^^^^  ^.j; 
conceits  and  ill  wifties  in  our  minds  toward  them.  21.)' 

To  do  thefe  things  is  not  only  high  prefumption  in  re- 
gard to  them,  (inconfiftent  with  the  dutiful  affeftion  and 
refpeft  which  we  owe  to  them,)  but  it  is  flat  impiety  to- 
ward God,  and  an  invafion  of  his  authority  ;  who  alone  is 
King  of  kings,  and  hath  referved  to  himfelf  the  prerogative 
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SERM.  of  judging,  of  rebuking,  of  punifhing  kings^  when  h« 
X.       findeth  caufe. 

"""""""  Thefe  were  the  mifdemeanors  of  thofe  in  the  late  times, 
who^  inftead  of  praying  for  their  fovereign,  did  clamour 
and  rail  at  him^  did  afperfe  him  with  foul  imputations, 
did  accufe  his  proceedings,  did  raife  tumults,  and  levy  war 
againft  him,  pretending  by  rude  force  to  reduce  him  to 
his  duty  ;  fo  ufurping  on  their  prince,  or  rather  on  God 
himfelf ;  afluming  his  right,  aa^ taking  his  work  out  of 
his  hands ;  difcovering  alfo  tl^rein  great  profanenefs  of 
mind,  and  diflruft  of  God's  providence ;  as  if  God,  being 
implored  by  prayer,  could  not,  or  would  not,  had  it  been 
needful,  without  fuch  irregular  courfes,  have  redrefled 
thofe  evils  in  Church  or  State,  which  they  pretended  ta 
feel  or  fear. 

Nothing  therefore  in  fuch  cafes  is  left  to  us  for  our  re- 
medy or  eafe,  but  having  rccourfe  to  God  himfelf,  and 
feeking  relief  from  his  hand  in  his  good  time,  by  convert- 
ing our  prince,  or  dire£Ung  him  into  a  good  courfcf 
however  comforting  ourfelves  in  the  confcience  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  God's  wilK. 

This  is  the  only  method  St.  Paul  did  prefcribe,  even 
when  Nero,  a  mod  vile,  flagitious  man,  a  forry  and  naugh- 
ty governor  as  could  be,  a  monftrous  tyrant,  and  mod 
bloody  perfecutor,  (the  very  inventor  of  perfecution,)  did 
fway  the  empires.  He  did  not  tdvife  Chriftians  to  (land- 
upon  their  guard,  to  contrive  plots,  to  provide  arms, 
to  raife  mutinies  and  infurreftions  againft  him ;  but  to 
offer  fupplications,  prayers,  and  Interceffions  for  him, .  as 
the  beft  means  of  their  fecurity  and  comfort^.  And  this 
was  the  courfe  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,  during  their 

'  Abiit  enim  ut  indigne  feramus  ea  nos  pati  quae  optamus,  aut  ultionem 
a  nobis  aliquam  machinemur,  quam  a  Deo  expe6lamus.    Tert.  ad  Seap,  2. 

?  Qui  non  dicam  regum^  fed  omnium  hominum,  et  vel  beftiarum  fordi- 
diffimus>  dignus  exftitit  qui  perfecutionem  in  Chriftianos  primus  inciperet. 
Sulp.  Srv,  ii.  40. 

^  Ita  nos  magis  oramus  pro  ialute  imperatoris,  ab  eo  earn  poftulantes  qui 
praeftare  poteft.  Et  utiquc  ex  difciplina  patientiae  divinae  agere  nos,  iatit 
manifeftum  cfTe  vobis  poteft,  cum  tanta  hominum  muUitudo,  pars  peno  ma- 
jor civitatis  cojufque,  in  filentioet  modeftia  agimus.  Tert,  adScap,<i, 
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hard  condition  under  the  domination  of  Heathen  princes^  SERM. 
impugners  of  their  religion  :  Prayers  and  tears  were  then'      X. 
the  only  arms  of  the  church  ;  whereby  they  long  defended""         ^ 
it  from  ruinj  and  at  laft  advanced  it  to  moft  glorious 
profperltyi. 

Indeed^  if,  not  afluming  the  liberty  to  find  fault  with 
princes^  we  would  praftife  the  duty  of  feeking  God  for 
his  bleffing  on  their  proceedings;  if,  forbearing  to  fcan 
and  cenfure  a£bs  of  ftate,  we  would  earneftly  implore 
God's  dire^on  of  them ;  if,  leaving  to  conceive  difgufis, 
and  vent  complaints  about  the  date  of  things,  we  would 
affiduoufly  petition  Grod  for  the   fettlement  of  them  in 
good  order;  if,  inftead  of  being  fhrewd  politicians,  or 
fmart  judges  in  fuch  matters,  we  would  be  devout  orators 
and  bumble  folicitors  at  the  throne  of  grace ;  our  endea- 
vours furely  would  find  much  better  efre£t  toward  public 
advantage  :  we  certainly  might  do  more  good  in  our  do- 
fets  by  a  few  hearty  wifhes  uttered  there,  than  by  all  our 
tattling  or  jangling  politics  in  comers. 

There  are  great  contrivances  to  fettle  things :  every  one 
hatli  his  model  of  ilate,  or  method  of  policy,  to  commu- 
nicate for  ordering  the  date  ;  each  is  zealous  for  his  own 
conceit,  and  apt  to  be  difpleafed  with  thofe  who  diflent 
from  him  :  but  it  is,  as  the  faired  and  jufleft,  fo  the  furefl: 
and  likelieft  way  of  reducing  things  to  a  firm  compofur^ 
(without  more  ado,  letting  the  world  alone,  to  move  on  . 
its  own  hinges,  and  not  impertinent  troubling  ourfelves 
or  others  with  the  condu6):  of  it,)  fimply  to  requeft  of  Al- 
mighty God,  the  fovereign  Governor  and  fole  Difpofer 
of  things,  that  he  would  lead  his  own  vicegerents  in 
the  management  of  the  charge  by  himfelf  committed  to 
them.  Be  careful  for  nothing;  but  in  every  thing  iyPhil/ir. «. 
prayer  andfupplication  with  thankfgiving  let  your  requefts 
be  made  knoum  to  God,  is  a  rule  very  applicable  to  this 
cafe. 
As  God's  providence  is  the  only  fure  ground  of  our 

t  F^mdendo  (anguineni*  et  patiendo  magis  quam  faciendo  contujnelii^^ 
ChrilU  fiindata  eft  ecclefia ;  perfecutionibus  crevit,  &c.    Hin.  Ep.  63. 

P3 


ti4  On  the  Km^s  happy  Return. 

BERM. confidence  or  hope  for  the  prefervation  of  Church  and, 
X.  State,  or  for  the  reftitution  of  things  into  a  ftable  quiet ;  • 
fo  it  is  only  our  hearty  prayers,  joined  with  a  confcien* 
tious  obfervance  of  God's  laws,  whereby  we  can  incline 
Providence  to  favour  us.  By  them  alohe  we  may  hope 
to  fave  things  from  finking  into  diforder,  we  may  afliiage 
the  faSions,  we  may  defeat  the  machinations  againft  the 
public  welfare. 

12.  Seeing  then  we  have  fo  many  good  arguments  and 

Conft.        motives  inducing  to  pray  for  kings,  it  is  no  wonder  that, 

A??^"  ..    to  back  them,  we  may  alfo  allege  the  pradice  of  the 

57.  church,  continually  in  all  times  performing  this  duty  in 

its  mod  facred  offices,  efpecially  in  the  celebration  of  the 

holy  communion » 

I  Tim.  ii.       St.  Paul  indeed,  when  he  faith,  I  exhort  Jirji  of  ally  that 

P  I  d  P^oyers  be  madey  doth  chiefly  impofe  this  duty  on  llmothyi 

Phil.  c.  12.  or  fuppofeth  it  incumbent  on  the  padors  of  the  church,  to 

take  fpecial  care,  that  prayers  be  made  for  this  purpofe^ 

and  offered  up  in  the  church  jointly  by  all  Chridians :  and 

accordingly  the  ancient  Chriflians,  as   Tertullian   doth 

aflure  us,  did   always  pray  for  the  emperors,  that  Gad 

would  grant  them  a  long  life,  afecure  reign,  a  fafe family, 

valiant  armies,  a  faithful  fenate,  a  loyal  people,  a  quiet 

world,  and  whatever  they,  as  men  or  as  emperors,  could  wi/k^. 

Thus,  addeth  he,  even  for  their  perfecutors,  and  in  the 

rery  pangs  of  their  fufferings,  they  did  not  fail  to  pradife. 

J^ikewife  of  the  Chi||ph  in  his  timB  St.  Chryfoflom  teli- 

eth  us,  that  all  communicants  did  know  how  every  day,  both 

at  even  and  morning,  they  did  make fupplication  for  all  the 

world,  and  for  the  emperor,  and  for  all  that  are  in  oa- 

thority  ^. 

^  Precantes  fumus  femper  pro  omnibus  imperatoribus  vitam  illis  proliziin» 
imperium  fecurum»  domum  tutam,  exercitus  fortes,  fenatum  fidelem,  popu- 
kim  proburo>  orbem  quietum,  quaecunque  hominis  et  Caefaris  voti  fimt. 
Tert,  ApoL  cap.  30.' 

Hoc  agite,  boni  prsefules,  extorquete  animam  Deo  fupplicantem  pro  im- 
peratore.    I  hid. 

1  K«<  70tfT«  Uattf  tifAurMf  irHf  JMcS'  Uorff*  V<(«*  ymrc<  ««)  iv  Inri^f  tcmi  it 
ir(w7f *  v-if  tv'lf  tfetfrif  vo  KovfMVf  *m  fiecftkiif,  »mi  wmfrtn  rm  U  iwtfxm 
S»r$t9,  ir»i$vfit^m  rh*  lir.^tu  Ckrjf.  m  1  Tim.  ii.  1. 
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;   And  in  the  Greek  liturgies  (the  compofure  whereof  is  S  ERM. 
fkthered  on  St.  Chryfoftom)  there  are  divers  prayers  in-      X. 
terfperfed  for  the  emperors,  couched  in  terms  very  preg- 
nant and  refpedful. 

If  the  offices  of  the  Roman  Church,  and  of  the  churches 
truckling  under  it,  in  latter  times,  Ihall  feem  more  defec- 
tive or  fparing  in  this  point  of  fervice,  the  reafon  may 
be,  for  that  a  fuperlative  regard  to  the  Solar  or  Pontifical 
authority  (as  Pope  Innocent  III.  diftinguiflied)  did  ob- 
fcure  their  devotion  for  the  Lunar  or  Regal  Majefty. 
But  our  Church  hath  been  abundantly  careful,  that  we 
(hould  in  mod  ample  manner  difcharge  this  duty ;  having 
in  each  of  her  holy  offices  direfted  us  to  pray  for  our 
King  in  expreffions  mod  full,  hearty,  and  lively. 

She  hath  indeed  been  charged  as  fomewhat  lavifh  or 
over-liberal  of  her  devotions  in  this  cafe.  But  it  is  a  good 
fiiult,  and  we  little  need  fear  over-doing  in  obfervance  of 
a  precept  fo  very  reafonable,  and  fo  important ;  fuppofing 
that  we  have  a  due  care  to  join  our  heart  with  the 
Church's  words,  and  to  the  frequency  of  prayers  for  our 
Prince  do  confer  a  fuitable  fervency.  If  we  be  not  dead, 
er  merely  formal,  we  can  hardly  be  too  copious  in  this 
kind  of  devotion ;  reiteration  of  words  can  do  no  harm, 
being  accompanied  with  the  renovation  of  our  defires. 
Our  text  itfelf  will  bear  us  out  in  fuch  a  practice ;  the 
Apoftle  therein  by  variety  of  expreffion  appearing  folicit- 
OU8,  that  abundance  of  prayers  for  kings  fhould  be  offer- 
ed in  the  Church,  and  no  fort  of  them  omitted. 

There  are  fo  many  general  inducements  to  this  duty 
at  all  times ;  and  there  are  befide  divers  particular  rea- 
fons  enforcing  it  now,  in  the  prefent  ftate   and  pofture 

of  things.  Pfal.cxlT. 

Times"  of  trouble,  of  danger,  of  fear,  of  darknefs  andis.xviii.  6. 
perpleuty,  of  diftraftion  and  diftrefs,  of  guilt  and  deferved}*^][*^j/*7 
wrath,  are  mod  feafonable  for  recourfe  to  the  divine  helpcxviii.  5. 

,      '  .  „  *  cxlii.  1. 

and  mercy  m  prayer".  cvii.  6. 

Jam.  V.  13. 

...  ,  3  Chr.  vi. 

■  Inopt  fenatus  aozilii  hamani  ad  deos  populum  ac  vota  vertic  Ltv.  111.  7. 3^^ 

T..    16. 
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SERM.      And  are  not  ours  fuch  ?  are  tbey  not  much  like  tb 

X.      thofe  of  which  the  Pfalmift  faith,  They  know  not,  neitket 

Pfai. ixxxii. tvill  they  underfiand;  they  walk  on  in^darknefs:  all  the 

Luke  xxi  fo^^^^l^^^^  ^f  ^he  earth  are  out  ofcourfe  f  or  like  thofe  of 

95,  96.       which  our  Lord  fpake,  when  there  was  uptm  the  earth 

xL^air     ^^^fi  ^f  ^o^ionsy  with  perplexity  ;  merCs  hearts  failing 

them  for  fear  y  and  for  looking  after  thofe  things  which  were 

coming  on  the  earth  P 

Are  not  the  days  gloomy,  fo  that  no  human  providence 
can  fee  far,  no  wifdom  can  defcry  the  iflue  of  things  ? 

Is  it  not  a  very  unfettled  world,  wherein  all  the  pub^ 
Uc  frames  are   fliaken  almoft  off  the  hinges,   and  th6 
Pfal.cvii.    minds  of  men  extremely  difcompofed  with  various  paC 
^^'  iSons ;  with  fear,  fufpicion,  anger,  difcontent,  and  impa* 

tience  ?  How  from  diflfenfions  in  opinion  do  violent  fac- 
tions and  feuds  rage;  the  hearts  of  men  boiling  with 
fierce  animoiities,  and  being  exafperated  againft  one 
another,  beyond  any  hopes  or  vifible  means  of  reconcile- 
ment ! 

Are  not  the  fences  of  difcipline  cad:  down  ?  Is  therd 

any  confcience  made  of  violating  laws  ?  Is  not  the  dread 

of  authority  exceedingly  abated,  and  all  government  over* 

borne  by  unbridled  licentioufnefs  ? 

Pfal.  cxxix.     How  many  adverfaries  are  there,   hearing  ill  will  tci 

5.lxxxm.5.  ^^^  glQ^  f  How  many  turbulent,  malicious,  crafty  fpirits, 

eagerly  bent,  and  watching  for  occaiion  to  fubvert  the 

'  Church,  to  difturb  the  State,  to  introduce  confufion  in  all 

things !    How  many  Edomites,  who  fay  of  Jerufalem^ 

K.  cxxxvii.  (both  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,)  Down  with  it,  down  with  it 

'^'  even  to  the  ground  ! 

Have  we  not  great  reafon  to  be  fearful  of  God's  juft 
difpleafure,  and  that  heavy  judgments  will  be  poured  on 
us  for  our  manifold  heinous  provocations  and  crying 
fins ;  for  the  prodigious  growth  of  atheifm,  infidelity,  and 
profanenefs ;  for  the  rife  pra£lice  of  all  impieties,  ini- 
quities, and  impurities,  with  moft  impudent  boldnefs,  or 
rather  with  outrageous  infolence ;  for  the  extreme  diflfo- 
lutenefs  in  manners;  the  grofs  negle£l  or  contempt  of 
all  duties;  the  great  ftupidity  and  coldnefs  of  people  gc- 
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nenlly  as  to  all  concerns  of  religion ;  for  the  want  of  re-  SERM; 

ligious  awe  toward  God,  of  charity  toward  our  neigh-      X. 

hour,  of  refpeft  to  our  fuperiors,  of  fobriety  in  our  con- 

verfatioo ;  for  our  ingratitude  for  many  great  mercies^ 

and  incorrigiblenefs  under  many  fore  chaftifements,  our 

infenfiblenefs  of  many  plain  warnings,  loudly  calling  uM 

to  repentance  ? 
Is  not  all  the  world  about  us  in  combuftion,  cruel  wars 

raging  every  where,  and  Chriftendom  weltering  in  blood  ? 

and  although  at  prefent,  by  God's  mercy,  we  are  frecj 

who  knows  but  that  foon,  by  God's  juftice,  the  neigh- 
bouring  flames  may  catch  our  houfes  ? 

In  fine,  is  not  our  cafe  palpably  fuch,  that  for  atif 
good  compofure  or  rein(la.tement  of  things  in  good  order, 
for  upholding  truth  and  found  do£irine,  for  reducing 
charity  and  peace,  for  reviving  the  fpirit  of  piety,  and 
bringing  virtue  again  into  requeft ;  for  preferving  State  and 
Church  from  ruin ;  we  can  have  no  confidence  or  reafon* 
able  hope,  but  in  the  good  providence  and  raercifut  fuc- 
cour  of  Almighty  Grod  ;  befide  whom  there  is  no  Saviour  ;l('aL*il\u%\> 
who  alone  is  the  hope  of  Ifrael,  and  Saviour  thereof  in  ^»«»^je?.  adv.'sV 
0^  trouble  P  we  now  having  great  caufe  to  pray  with  our 
Lord's  difciples  in  the  ftorm,  Lord^fave  us,  we  perijh.         Matt  riik 

Upon  fuch  confiderations,  and  others  whereof  I  fuppofe^^' 
you  are  fufficiently  apprehenfive,  we  now  efpecially  are 
obliged  eameftly  to  pray  for  our  King,  that  God  in  mercy 
would  preferve  his  royal  perfon,  and  infpire  his  mind  with 
light,  and  endue  his  heart  with  grace,  and  in  all  things 
blcfs  him  to  us,  to  be  a  repairer  of  our  breaches,  and  alia.lTiii.itfc. 
re/lorer  of  paths  to  dwell  in ;  fo  that  under  him  we  may 
lead  a  quiet  life  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty. 

I  have  done  with  the  firft  duty,  {prayer  for  kings;) 
upon  which  I  have  the  rather  fo  largely  infifted,  becaufe 
it  is  very  feafonable  to  our  prefent  condition. 

II.  The  other  {thankfgvving)  I  fliall  but  touch,  anj 
need  not  perhaps  to  do  more.     For, 

I.  As  to  general  inducements,  they  are  the  fame,  or 
very  like  to  thofe  which  are  for  prayer ;  it  being  plain, 
that  whatever  we  are  concerned  to  pray  fat,  whea  w% 


iiS  On  the  King's  happy  Return* 

8ERM.  want  it,  that  we  are  bound  to  thank  God  for,  when  he 
X.  vouchfafeth  to  beftow  it.  And  if  common  charity  (Iiould 
difpofe  us  to  refent  the  good  of  princes  with  compla- 
cence ;  if  their  welfare  be  a  public  benefit ;  if  ourfelvea 
are  intereiled  in  it,  and  partake  great  advantages  thereby; 
if  in  equity  and  ingenuity  we  are  bound  to  fcek  it ;  then, 
furely,  we  are  much  engaged  to  thank  God,  the  bountiful 
donor  of  it,  for  his  goodnefs  in  conferring  it. 

2.  As  for  particular  motives,  fuiting  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  I  need  not  by  information  or  impreffion  of  them  . 
farther  to  ftretch  your  patience;  feeing  you  cannot  be 
ignorant  or  infenfible  of  the  grand  benefits  by  the  divine 
goodnefs  beftowed  on  our  King,  and  on  ourfelves,  which 
this  day  we  are  bound  with  all  grateful  acknowledgement 
to  commemorate.  Wherefore,  inftead  of  reciting  trite 
ilories,  and  urging  obvious  reafons,  (which  a  fmall  recol- 
lection will  fugged  to  you,)  I  fliall  only  requeft  you  to 
join  with  me  in  the  praflice  of  the  duty,  and  in  acclama- 
tion of  praife  to  God.  Even  fo 
1  Kings  i.  Blelfed  be  God,  who  hath  given  to  us  fo  gracious  and 
*•'  benign   a  prince,   (the  experiments  of  whofe  clemency 

and  goodnefs  no  hiftory  can  parallel,)  to  fit  on  the  throne 
of  his  blefled  father,  and  renowned  anceftors. 
Pfal.  xvKj.       Blefled  be  God,  who  hath  protefted  him  in  fo  many 
JJ'jg""^*  encounters,  hath  faved  him  from  fo  many  dangers  and 
fnares,  hath. delivered  him  from  fo  great  troubles. 

BleflTed  be  God,  who  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner,  by  fuch 

miraculous  trains  of  providence,  did  reduce  him  to  his 

country,  and  reinftate  him  in  the  pofleflion  of  his  rights  ; 

Ffixcviii.  2.  thereby  vindicating  his  own  juft  providence,  declaring  his 

falvatioitj  and  openly  Jhewing  his  righteoufnefs  in  thejight 

of  all  people. 

BleflTed  be  God,  who  in  him  and  with  him  did  reftore 
to  us  our  ancient  good  conftitution  of  government,  our 
laws  and  liberties,  our  peace  and  quiet ;  refcuing  us  from 
lawlefs  ufurpations  and  tyrannical  yokes,  from  the  infult- 
ings  of  error  and  iniquity,  from  horrible  diftradidns  and 
confufions. 
Pfia.  cxxYi.     Ever  blefled  be  God,  who  hath  turned  the  captivity  of 
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Sw»;  hath  raifed  our  Church  from  the  duft,  and  reefta-  SERM; 
bliflied  the  found  doftrine,  the  decent  order,  the  whole-      X. 
fome  difcipline  thereof;  hath  reftored  true  religion  with  ^jj;  ^^^ 
its  fupports,  advantages,  and  encouragements.  20.) 

Blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  granted  us  to  continue 
thefe  fixteen  years  in  the  peaceable  fruition  of  thofe  bleff- 


Praifed  be  God^who  hath  not  cqft  out  our  prayer^  wor  pfai,  ixri. 
turned  his  mercy  from  us,  ^®* 

Praifed  be  God,  who  hath  turned  our  heavinefs  into  joy,  ^{g^\,xxK, 
hath  put  off  our  fackclothy  and  girded  us  with  gladnefs.        "• 

Let  our  mouth  /peak  the  praife  of  the  Lord  ;  and  let  all^^,  cxIt. 
fiefn  hlefs  his  holy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  21. 

TlwLord  livethj  and  lleffed  he  our  rock;  and  let  the  God pfai.  x^iii. 
%f  our  falvation  he  exalted.  *^* 

Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifraely  who  only  doeth  won-  p&i.  ixxu. 
irons  things ;  and  bleffed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever  j  *•*  ^^* 
and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filed  with  his  glory.     Amen, 
and  amen. 

Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  from  everlq/ling  to  Pfal.  c?i. 

£verlafling  :  and  let  all  the  .teoDle  Cay,  Amen.     Praife  y^j^^^^  J^' 

the  Lord.  ixvi".  34. 

1  Chron. 
ZTi.  8—80. 
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PSAL.  Ixiv.  g,  10. 

And  all  men  Jhallfeavj  andJhaU  declare  the  work  of  Godf 
for  theyjhall  wifely  confider  of  his  doing.  The  righteous 
Jhall  he  glad  in  the  Lord,  andjhall  tru/i  in  him  ;  and  all 
the  upright  in  heart  fhall  glory. 

SEItM.  -LF  we  fhould  fearch  about  for  a  cafe  parallel  to  that  which 

XI.      we  do  now  commemorate,  we  fliould,  perhaps,  hardly 

'^^  find  one  more  patly  fuch,  than  is  that  which  is  implied  in 

this  Pfalm  :  and  if  we  would  know  the  duties  incumbent 

on  us  in  reference  to  fuch  an  occafion,  we  could  fcarce 

better  learn  them  otherwhere  than  in  our  text. 

With  attention  perufing  the  Pfalm,  we  may  therein  ob- 
ferve,  that  its  great  Author  was  apprehenfive  of  a  defpe- 
rate  plot  by  a  confederacy  of  wicked  and  fpiteful  enemies, 
with  great  craft  and  fecrecy,  contrived  againft  his  fafety. 
Wal. ixiv.    They,  faith  he,  encourage  themfelves  in  an  evil  matter,' 
*•  they  commune  of  laying  fnares  privily  ;  they  fay,  Who  Jhall 

fee  them  P  That  for  preventing  the  blow  threatened  by 
this  defign,  (whereof  he  had  fome  glimpfe,  or  fome  pre- 
fumption,  grounded  upon  the  knowledge  of  their  impla- 
cable and  aftive  malice,)  he  doth  implore  divine  protec- 
INal.lxiv.s.tion :  Hide  me,  faith  he,  ^om  the  fecret  counfel  of  the 
wicked,  from  the  infurreSiion  of  the  workers  of  iniquity. 
That  he  did  confide  in  God's  mercy  and  juftice  for  th^ 
Vcrfc  7.     feafonable  defeating,  for  the  fit  avenging  their  machina- 


Oh  the  Gwipowder-Treq/on.  Mt 

tion:  Gwf,  faith  he,  Jhall  Jkoot  at  them  with  an  arrow ;SER'^ 
Juddenfy  Jkall  they  be  wounded.    That  they  fliould  them-     XI. 
felveg  become  the  deteftors  of  their  crime,  and  the  inftru-  ^ 

tt(ajts  of  the  exemplary  punifliment  due  thereto :  They,  Vcrf*  t. 
addeth  he,  Jhall  make  their  own  tongue  to  fall  upon 
them/elves :  all  that  fee  them  Jhall  ^e  away. 

Such  was  the  cafe;  the  which  unto  what  paflage  ia 
the  hiftory  it  doth  relate,  or  whether  it  belongeth  to  any 
we  have  recorded,  it  may  not  be  eafy  to  determine.  Ex* 
pofitors  commonly  do  refer  it  to  the  defigns  of  Saul  upott 
David's  life.  But  this  feeming  purely  conjefture,  not 
founded  upon  any  exprefs  words,  or  pregnant  intimations 
in  the  text,  I  (hall  leave  that  inquiry  in  its  own  uncer- 
tainty. It  fufHceth  to  make  good  its  pertinency,  that 
there  was  fuch  a  mifchievous  confpiracy,  deeply  pro-^ 
jeded,  againft  David ;  (a  very  great  perfonage,  in  whofo 
iafety  the  public  ftate  of  Grod*s  people  was  principally 
eoocerned ;  he  being  then  king  of  Ifrael,  at  leaft  in  defig- 
natioD,  and  therefore  in  the  precedent  Pfalm,  endited  in  Pfal.  Ixiii. 
Saul's  time,  is  fo  ftyled  j)  from  the  peril  whereof  he  by"' 
the  fpecial  providence  of  God  was  refcued,  with  the  nota- 
ble difappointment  and  grievous  confufion  of  thofe  who 
managed  it.  The  which  cafe  (at  leaft  in  kind,  if  not  in 
degree)  beareth  a  plain  refemblance  to  that  which  Heth 
before  us. 

And  the  duties,  which  upon  that  occafion  are  fignified  to 
concern  people  then,  do  no  lefs  now  fort  to  us ;  the 
which,  as  they  lie  couched  in  our  text,  are  thefe:  i.  Wifely 
to  confider  God's  doing  ;  q,»  To  fear  ;  3,  To  declare  God's 
work;  4.  To  be  glad  in  the  Lord;  5.  To  truJI  in  God;  6%  To 
ghry.  Of  which  the  firft  three  are  reprefented  as  more 
generally  concerning  men  ;  the  others  as  appertaining 
more  peculiarly  to  righteous  and  upright  perfons. 

Thefe  duties  it  (hall  be  my  endeavour  fomewhat  to  ex- 
plain and  prefs,  in  a  manner  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe. 
I  call  them  duties ;  and  to  warrant  the  doing  fo,  it  is  re- 
quifil^  to  confider,  that  all  thefe  particulars  may  be  under- 
flood  in  a  double  manner ;  either  as  declarative  of  event, 
or  as  dire^v«  of  pra<9:ice  upon  fuch  emergencies. 
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8ERM.  When  God  doth  fo  interpofe  his  hand,  as  fignallyto 
XL  check  and  confound  mifchievous  cnterprifes,  it  will  b*^ 
apt  to  ftir  up  in  the  minds  of  men  an  apprehenfion  of 
God's  fpecial  providence,  to  ftrike  into  their  heartg.  tf 
dread  of  his  power  and  juftice,  to  wring  from  their  moutb» 
fuitable  declarations  and  acknowledgments  5  and  particu- 
larly then  good  men  will  be  afiefted  with  pious  joy;  they 
will  be  encouraged  to  confide  in  God,  they  will  be  moved 
.  to  glory,  or  to  exprefs  a  triumphant  fatisfafilion  in  God's 
proceedings.  Thefe  events  naturally  do  refult  from  fuch 
providential  occurrences  >  for  produftion  of  thefe  events 
fuch  occurrences  are  purpofely  defigned ;  and  accordingly 
(where  men  are  not  by  profane  opinions  or  afie^ons 
much  indifpofed)  they  do  commonly  follow. 

But  yet  they  are  not  propofed  fimply  as  events,  but  alio 
as  matters  of  duty  :  for  men  are  obliged  readily  to  admit 
fuch  impreilions  upon  their  minds,  hearts,  and  lives,  from 
the  fpecial  works  of  Providence  ;  they  are  bound  not  -to 
crofs  thofe  natural  tendencies,  not  to  fruftrate  thofe  wife 
intents  of  God,  aiming  at  the  production  of  fuch  good 
difpofitions  and  good  praAices :  whence  if  thofe  eSefts 
do  not  arife,  as  ofteii  notorioufly  they  do  not  in  fome  per- 
fons,  men  thereby  do  incur  much  guilt  and  blame. 

It  is  indeed  ordinary  to  reprefent  matter  of  duty  in 
this  way,  expreffing  thofe  praftices  confequent  in  effed, 
which  in  obligation  fliould  follow,  according  to  God's 
purpofe,  and  the  nature  of  caufes  ordered  by  him.  As 
when,  for  inftance,  God  in  the  law  had  prefcribed  duty^ 
and  threatened  fore  punifhment  on  the  difobedient,  it  is 

Dcut,  xvii.  fubioined.  And  all  the  people  Jliall  hear,  and  fear,  and  d^ 

I3.xiii.il.        -^  J    r     ^.        n        Ji  '        •  \u  /r     1! 

xix.  20.  WO  more  prefumptuoiyly  :  the  meamng  is,  that  fuch  exem- 
plary punifhment  is  in  its  nature  apt,  and  its  defign  tendeth 
to  produce  fuch  effefts,  although  not  ever,  queflionlefs, 
with  due  fuccefs,  fo  as  toprevent  all  tranfgreffion  of  thofe 

Ka.  xxvi.  9.1aws.  So  alfo,  JVhen^  faith  the  Prophet,  thy  judgments 
are  in  the  land,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn 
righteoufnefs :  the  fenfe  is,  that  divine  judgments  in  them- 
felves  are  inftruftive  of  duty,  it  is  their  drift  to  infomi 
men  therein,  and  men  ought  to  learn  that  lefTon  from 
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them;   although  in    effeft  divers  there  be^  whom  no  SERM. 
judgments  pan  make  wifer  or  better;  fuch  as  thofe  of     ^« 
whom  ia  the  fame  Prophet  it  is  laid,  The  people  turnethu^\j^  13.' 
no/  unto  him  that  fmiteth  them  ;  and  in  another,  In  vainitx.  ii.90. 
hmw  I  fmitten  your  children^  they  received  no  correSiion.  Jf^jJ 
As  therefore  frequently  otherwhere,  fo  alfo  here  this  kind 
of  expreffion  may  be  taken  chiefly  to  import  duty.    To 
begin  then  with  the  firft  of  thefe  duties. 

I.  We  are  upon  fuch  occafions  obliged  wifely  to  con"  vWfO\ 
fider  (or,  as  the  Greek  rendereth  it,  (jvnivouy  to  underjland^  J^'-^^ 
or  to  perceive,  as  our  old  tranflation  hath  it)  God's  doing.  '*^**'  *"* 


1Z.39. 


This  I  put  in  the  firft  place,  as  previous  in  nature,  and  in- 
fluential upon  the  reft  :  whence  (although  in  the  Hebrew 
it  be  knit  to  the  reft,  as  they  all  are  to  one  another,  by 
the  conjunSive  particle  ve,  and^  yet)  we  do  tranflate  it 
cafually.  For  they  Jhall  wifely  confidevyfor  theyjhall  pet" 
ceive ;  becaufe  indeed  without  duly  confidering  and 
rightly  underftanding  fuch  occurrences  to  proceed  from 
.God,  none  of  the  other  aSs  can  or  will  be  performed : 
attentive  confideration  is  needful  to  beget  knowledge  and 
perfuafion ;  thefe  to  breed  aflre£lion  and  pra6lice. 

There  are  many  who,  in  fuch  cafes,  are  nowife  appre- 
benfive  of  God's  fpecial  providence,  or  aflefted  with  it ; 
becaufe  they  do  not  confider,  or  do  not  confider  wifely 
and  intelligently. 

Some  are  very  inobfervant  and  carelefs  in  regard  to 
things  of  this  nature ;  fo  drowfy  and  heedlefs,  as  not  to. ' 
attend  to  whatever  pafleth,  or  to  mind  what  God  adeth 
in  the  world :  fuch  as  thofe  of  whom  the  Prophet  faith. 
The  harpy  and  the  viol,  the  tabrety  and  pipe^  and  wine,  are  ifa.T.  i«. 
m  their  feajis:  hut  they  regard  not  the  work  of  the  i^^^j  ^^^  "^'"' 
nor  the  operation  of  his  hands :  that  is,  their  minds  are 
Ip  amufed  by  wanton  divertifements,  their  hearts  are  fo 
immerfed  in  fenfual  enjoyments,  as  nowife  to  obferve  the 
mod  notable  occurrences  of  Providence.      4| 

Others  (although  they  do  ken  and  regard  what  is  done, 
as  mattsr  of  news,  or  (lory,  entertaining  curiofity  and 
talk:  yet)  out  of  floth  or  ftupidity  do  little  confider  it, 
ox  ftudy  whence  it  fpringeth ;  contenting  themfelves  with 
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8ERM.  none,  or  with  any  fuperficial  account  winch  fiincy  or  afK 

XI.      pearance  fuggefleth :  like  beads  they  do  take  in  tfaingi 

"  obvious  to  their  fenfe,  and  perhaps  ftand  gazing  on  them) 

but  do  not  make  any  careful  refledion,  or  inquiry  into 

their  original  caufes  and  reafons ;  taking  (as  a  dog,  when 

lie  biteth  the  flone  flung  at  him,  or  as  a  child  that  is 

angry  with  the  log  he  falleth  on)  whatever  appeareth 

next  to  be  the  principal  caufe :  fuch  as  the  Pfalmift  again 

P&Lxcii.e.toucheth,  when  he  faith,  A  hrutijk  man  knoweth  not,  n^ 

iher  doth  a  fool  underjland  this :  and  as  he- doth  acknow- 

Pfal.  ixzUi.  ledge  himfelf  on  one  occafion  to  have  been ;  So  Jholi/h 

^^'  was  /,  and  ignorant ;  /  was  as  a  beq/i  before  thee. 

Others  pretend  to  confider  much,  and  feem  very  inqui- 
fitive;  yet  (being  mifguided  by  vain  prejudices  or  foul 
affeftions)  do  not  confider  wifely,  or  well  underftand  thefe 
matters  5  the  refiilt  of  their  care  and  ftudy  about  them 
being  to  father  them  on  wrong  caufes,  afcribing  them  to 
the  mere  condufl:  and  agency  of  vifible  caufes,  hurried  by 
a  neceflary  fwinge,  or  rolling  on  by  a  cafual  ilu£luation 
of  things ;  not  defcrying  God's  hand  in  them,  but  pro- 
fanely difcarding  and  difclaiming  it :  fuch  as  thofe  in  the 
Pfai.lxxiii.  Pfalms,  who  fo  reflefted  on  Providence  as  to  fay,  How 
n.^  xciv.  7.  ^Q^f^  Qq^  knowP  and  is  there  knowledge  in  the  Mojl  Highi 
The  Lord  doth  not  fee,  neithet'  doth  the  God  of  Jacob  re- 
gard  it :  fuch  as  hath  been  the  brood  of  £picurean  and 
profane  confiderers  in  all  times,  who  have  earneftly  plod- 
ded, and  flrained  their  wits,  to  exclude  God  from  any  in- 
lpe£iion  or  influence  upon  our  affairs. 

Some  indeed  there  have  been  fo  very  dull  and  flupid,  or 
fo  perverfe  and  profane,  as  not  to  difcem  God's  hand, 
Ka.  lii,  10.  when  it  was  made  bare,  raifed  up,  axid  Jlretched  out  in  the 
^  xo  .  XIV.  achievement  of  mofl  prodigious  works ;  not  to  read  Pro- 
Dcut.  xxvi.vidence,  when  fet  forth  in  the  largefl  and  fairefl  print: 
Ifa.xxvi.ii.  fuch  as  thofe  of  whom  it  is  faid  in  the  Pfalm,  *  Our  fathers 
Lord,  when  underjiood  norihy  wonders  in  Egypt  ;  and  thofe  of  whom 
lifted  up,  it  is  obferved  in  the  Gofpel,  ^  Though  he  had  donefo  many 
not  fcT  &c  ^^''^^^^^  before  them^  yet  they  believed  not :  fuch  as  the 
*Pfal.  cvi.  mutinous  people,  who,  although  they  beheld  ^the  earth 
^  Job.  ziL  87.     ^  Num.  zvi.  sa.  35.  4i. 
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fwulhwlng  vp  KoraJi  with  his  complices^  and  ajire  from  SERM. 
the  Lord  covfuming  the  men  that  offered  incenfe  ;  yet  pre-  ^^' 
fently  did  fall  a  charging  Mofes  and  Aaron,  faying,  Ye 
have  killed  the  people  of  the  Lord.  No  wonder  then,  if 
many  do  not  perceive  the  fame  hand,  when  it  is  wrapped 
up  in  a  complication  with  inferior  caufes ;  when  it  is 
not  lifted  up  fo  high,  or  fo  far  extended  in  miraculous 
performances. 

The  (pecial  providence  of  God  in  events  here  effefted 
or  ordered  by  him,  is  indeed  commonly  not  difcernible 
without  good  judgment  and  great  care ;  it  is  not  com- 
monly imprefled  upon  events  in  characters  fo  big  and 
clear,  as  to  be  legible  to  every  eyef,  or  to  any  eye  not  en- 
dued with  a  fliarp  perfpicacy,  not  applying  an  induftrious 
heedfiilnefs :  the  trads  thereof  are  too  fine  and  fubtile  to  . 
be  defcried  by  a  dim  fight,  with  a  tranfient  glance,  or 
upon  a  grofs  view  :  it  is  feldoni  fo  very  confpicuous,  that 
perfbns  incredulous,  or  any-wife  indifpofed  to  admit  it, 
can  eafily  be  convinced  thereof,  or  conftrained  to  acknow- 
ledge it :  it  is  often  (upon  many  accounts^  from  many 
caufes).  very  obfcure,  and  not  eafily  difcernible  to  the 
moft  fagacious,  moft  watchful,  moft  willing  obfervers. 
F<^,  the  inflruments  of  Providence  being  free  agents, 
tt&jng  with  unaccountable  variety,  nothing  can  happen 
which  may  not  be  imputed  to  them,  with  fome  colour- 
able pretence.  Divine  and  human  influences  are  fo 
twifted  and  knit  together,  that  it  is  hard  to  fever  them. 
The  manner  of  divine  eflUcacy  is  fo  very  foft  and  gentle, 
that  we  cannot  eafily  trace  its  footfteps.  God  defigneth 
not  commonly  to  exert  his  hand  in  a  notorious  way,  but 
often  purpofely  doth  conceal  it.  Whereas  alfo  it  is  not 
fit  to  charge  upon  God's  fpecial  hand  of  providence  any 
event,  wherein  fpeciial  ends  of  wifdom  or  goodnefs  do 
not  fiiine  5  it  is  often  hard  to  difcover  fuch  ends,  which 
tifually  are  wrapped  in  perplexities :  becaufe  God  a£teth 
vjEUrioufly,  (according  to  circumfiances  of  things,  and  the 
difpdfition,  capacity,  or  ftate  of  objefts,)  fo  as  to  do  the 
fame  thing  for  diflerent  ends,  and  different  things  for  the 
fame  end :  becaufe  there  are  different  ends,  unto  which 

VOL.  I.  O  « 
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SERM.  Providence  in  various  order  and  xneaftire  hath  regar4» 
^^-      which  our  fhort  and  narrow  profpeA  cannot  reach  2  be- 
caufe  God;  in  profecution  of  his  ends^  is  not  wont  to 
proceed  in  the  mod  dire£fc  and  compendious  way;  but 
windeth  about  in  a  large  circuit,  enfolding  many  con* 
current  and  fubordinate  defigns  :  becaufe  the  expediency 
of  things  to  be  permitted  or  performed  doth  not  confift  in 
(ingle  a£ts  or  events,  but  in  many  confpiring  to  ooe  com- 
mon end :  becaufe  we  cannot  apprehend  the  cofifequences, 
nor  balance  the  conveniences  of  things  in  order  to  good 
ends :  becaufe  we  are  apt  to  meafure  things  by  their  con- 
gruity  to  our  opinions,  expectations,  and  afibftions :  be- 
caufe many  proceedings  of  God  depend  upon  grounds 
inacceffible  to  pur  apprehenfion ;  fuch  as  his  own  fecret 
d^rees,  the  knowledge  of  men's  thoughts,  cloie  purpofesy 
clandeftine  deiigns,  true  qualificatiops  and  merits;   his 
prefcience  of  contingent  events,  and  what  the  refult  will 
be  from  the  combination  of  numberlefs  caufes :  becaufe 
fometimes  he  doth  a£b  in  methods  of  wifdom,  and  by 
rules  of  jufiice,  furpafling  our  capacity  to  know,  either 
from  the  finitenefs  of  our  nature,  or  the  feeblenefs  of  our 
reafon,  or  the  meannefs  of  our  (late  and  circumftances 
here :  becaufe  all  the  divine  adminiftration  of  affairs  bftth 
no  complete  determination  or  final  iflue  here ;  that  being 
referved  to  the  great  day  of  reckoning  and  judgment.     It 
is  farther  alfo  expedient  that  many  occurrences  ihould  be- 
puzzling to  us,  to  quafh  our  prefumption,  to  exercife  our 
faith,  to  quicken  our  induftry,  to  engage  us  upon  adoring 
that  wifdom  which  wc  cannot  comprehend.     Upon  fuch 
accounts,  for  fuch  caufes,  (which  time  will  not  give  me 
leave  to  explain  and  exemplify,)  the  fpecial  providence  of 
God  is  often  cloudy,  is  feldom  fo  clear,  that  without 
great  heed   and  confideration  we  can  perceive  it.     But 
however  to  do  fo  is  plainly  our  duty  ;  and  therefore  pof-. 
fible. 

For  our  reafon  was  not  given  us  to  be  idle  upon  fo  im* 
portant  occafions;  or  that  we  fhould  be  as  brute  fpeftators 
of  what  God  doeth.  He  furely  in  the  governance  of  his 
n^Ueft  creature  here  difcovereth  his  being,  and  difplayetb. 
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bis  attributes:  we  therefore  carefully  fhould  obferve  it.  SERM. 
He  thereby  (and  no  otherwife  in  a  public  way)  doth      XI. 
continually  y^beaA,  and  fignify  to  us  his  mind:  and  fit  it  is,p<ai  j,  j. 
that  we  his  fubjeSs  fliould  hear,  fliould  attend  to  thelx-6-  W' 
lead  intimations  of  his  pleafure.     To  him  thence  glory 
(hould  accrue,  the  which  who  but  we  can  render  ?  and 
that  we  may  render  it,  we  muft  know  the  grounds  of  it. 
In  fine,  for  the  fupport  of  God's  kingdom,  for  upholding 
the  reverence  due  to  his  adminiftration  of  juftice  among 
us,  it  is  requifite,  that  by  apparent  difpenfation  of  re- 
compences  duty  fliould  be  encouraged,  and  difobedience 
checked  :  very  foolifh  therefore  we  muft  be,  if  we  regard 
not  fuch  difpenfations. 
'        So  reafon  di6J:ateth,  and  holy  Scripture  more  plainly 
declareth  our  obligation  to  confider  and  perceive  God's 
doings.     To  do  fo  is  recommended  to  us  as  a  fingular 
point  of  wifdom  :  JVhofo  is  wife^  and  will  obferve  thefe  Pf.  cvii.  49. 
things y  they  Jhall  underjiand  the  lovingkindnefs  of  the  Lord. 
Let  him  that  glorieth  glory  in  this,  that  fie  under/iandethSex.ix.^A. 
and  knoweih  me,  that   I  am  the   Lord,  which  exercife 
lovingkindnefs^  judgment,  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth. 
Who  is  wife?  and  he  fhall  underftand  thefe  things;  prtt-H0f.xiv.9u 
dent  ?  and  he  Jhall  know  them.     For  the  ways  of  the  Lord 
are  right,  &c.     We  are  vehemently  provoked  thereto : 
Underjiand,  ye  Irutijh  among  the  people;  and,  ye  fools,  PTbI.xcW.b. 
when  will  ye  be  wife  P  They  are  reproved  for  negleft  and 
defailance,  who  do  not  regard  the  work  of  the  Lord,  nor  /AcPfal.  xxviii. 
operation  of  his  hand.    The  not  difcerning  Providence  isjfa.^^^ig 
reproached  as  a  piece  of  (hameful  folly;  Abnitijh  man[^\.xc\u%. 
knoweth  not,  neither  doth  a  fool  underjiand:  and  of  wof ul [^/*/ *?^'' 
pravity;  ^Oye  hypocrites,  ye  can  difcem  the  face  of  ^A^  Lord,  when 
■JSy;  but  how  is  it  that  ye  cannot  difcern  this  time  P  To^^^^^^^ 
contemplate  and  ftudy  Providence  is  the  praSice  of  good  ^^ey  will 
men.     I  will  meditate  on  all  thy  works,  faith  the  Pfalmift,rLukc  xii. 
chiefly  refpefting  works  of  this  kind :  and,  The  works  of^' 
the  Lord  are  great,  fought  out  of  all  them  that  have  pfca-Pfal.ixxvii*. 
Jure  therein.     It  is  a  fit  matter  of  devotion,  warranted  bypjj^j*^^*'^' 
the  practice  of  good  men,  to  implore  God's  manifeftation 
pf  his  juftice  and  power  this  way.     0  Lord  God,  to  whom^cW,  1,  2. 
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SERM.  vengeance  helongeth,  Jhew  thyfelf ;  lift  up  thyfelf^  thou 
XI.  Judge  of  the  earth.  It  is  God's  manner  hereby  to  notify 
PSnTxTTe.  himfelf.  The  Lord  is  known  ly  the  judgment  that  he  exe- 
cuteth.  He  for  this  very  purpofe  doth  interpofe  his  hand; 
Pfal.cix.  that  men  may  knoiv  it  is  his  hand^  and  that  the  Lord  hath 
If  li  20  ^^^^  **'  ^  ih^ty  as  it  is  in  Efay,  they  may  fee ,  and  know,  and 
(Ezek.  vii.  confider,  and  underftand  together^  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
^70  hath  done  this,  and  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  hath  created  it. 

*  He  manageth  things,  fo  that  men  may  be  brought  to 
know^  may  be  induced  to  acknowledge  his  authority,  and 
Pf.lix.  13.  his  equity  in  the  management  thereof;  that  they  may  know 
ixvifV'  '^^  ^^'  whofe  name  is  Jehovah,  is  the  mojl  High  over  alt 
Pf.  iviii!  11.  the  earth  :  that  they  may  fay,  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for 
the  righteous :  verily  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  the  earth. 
In  fine,  the  knowledge  of  God's  fpecial  providence  is  fre- 
quently reprefented  as  a  mean  of  nourifhing  our  faith  and 
hope  in  him,  as  a  ground  of  thankfulnefs  and  praife  to  him, 
as   an  incentive  of  the  beft  affections  (of  holy  joy,  an^ 
humble  fear,  and  hearty  love)  toward  him :  wherefore  we 
ought  to  feek  it,  and  we  may  attain  it. 

There  are  confequently  fome  diftinflive  marks,  or  cha- 
rafters,  by  which  ''we  may  perceive  God's  hand :  and 
fuch  may  thefe  be  which  follow,  (drawn  from  the  fpecia} 
nature,  manner,  adjun£ls,  and  confequences  of  events :) 
upon  which  may  be  grounded  rules  declarative  of  fpe- 
cial providence,  fuch  as  commonly  will  hold,  although 
fometimes  they  may  admil  exceptions,  and  fhould  be  wa- 
rily applied. 

1.  The  wonderful  ftrangenefs  of  events,  compared  with 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  or  the  natural  influence  of 
caufes ;  when  effeds  are  performed  by  no  vifible  means, 
or  by  means  difproportionate,  unfuitable,  repugnant  to 
the  effeft.  Sometimes  great  exploits  are  achieved,  mighty 
forces  are  difcomfited,  huge  ftruftures  are  demolifhed,  de- 
figns  backed  with  all  advantages  of  wit  and  ftrength  arci 
confounded,  none  knows  how,  by  no  confiderable  meansi 

•  God  thereby  doth  fupport  and  encourage  good  men. 

He  doth  thereby  conyince  and  confound  ill  men.  Pfal.  ix.  199  30. 

H«  tbcfcby  doth  inilru£i  all  mtn.   Ifa.  xxri.  9. 
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that  appear  ;  nature  rifing  up  in  arms  againft  them ;  pa-  SERM. 
nic  ffears  feizing  on  the  abettors  of  them  ;  diflenfions  and      ^* 
treacheries  fpringing  up  among  the  aftors ;  fudden  deaths 
fnatching  away  the  principal  inftruments  of  them.     As, 
when  tkejiars  in  their  courfe  fought  againji  Si/era :  when  Judg.  v.  20. 
the  winds  and  fkies   became  auxiliaries  to  Theodofiuszugf  ^^^eT* 
when  the  Lord  thundered  with  a  great  thunder  upon  the  i  Sam.  vii, 
PhiliftineSy  and  difcornfited  them,  and  they  were/mitten  he-  asam.xxii. 
fore  Ifrael :  when  the  Lord  made  the  hojl  of  Syrians  to  hear  **'."•  ^ 
a  noife  of  chariots,  of  horfes,  of  a  great  hoJl  /—whence  they  e. 
arofe  and  fled:  when  the  children  of  Amman  and  Moab^^^}"^'^* 
flood  up  againft  the  inhabitants  of  mount  Seir,  utterly  to  2  Chr.  xx. 
flay  and  defiroy  them;  and  when  they  had  made  an  end^^* 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Seir,  every  one  helped  to  defiroy 
another :  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  went  forth   and 
fmote  in  the  camp  of  the  Affyrians  185000  men  ;  and  when  2Kingaxix. 
they  arofe  early  in  the  morning,  behold  they  were  all  dead  ^** 
carpfes :  when  the  mighty  power  of  Antiochus  was,  as  it  is 
laid,  to  be  broken  without  hands :  and  when,  as  it  is  fore- 
told, afione  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  fhould  Dan.  viii. 
heak  in  pieces  the  iron,  the  brafs,  the  clay,  the  fiver,  and    '  *     - 
the  gold.   Such  events  do  fpeak  God  to  be  their  caufe,  by 
his  invifible  efficacy   fupplying   the  defe6t   of  apparent 
ineaus. 

^So  likewife,  when  by  weak  forces  great  feats  are  ac- 
complifhed,  and  impotency  triumplMth  over  might ;  when, 
as  the  Prophet  faith,  the  captives  ofth£  mighty  are  taken  icsl^xMx, 
oway,  and  the  prey  of  the  terrible  is  delivered :  when  one^^' 
fnan,  as  is  promifed,  doth  chafe  a  thoufand,  and  two  put  10. 
ten  thoufand  to  flight :  when  a  *  ftripling,  furniflied  only  ^^J^'^^j?; 
with  faith  and  a  pebble,  fhall  knock  down  a  mondrous  30. 
pant,  armed  with  a  helmet  of  brafs  and  a  coat  of  mail,  j^^^^  ^^'^^ 
with  a  huge  target,  fword,  and  fpear  :  when  fucceffes  ar-  Judg.vii.  7. 
rive  like  thofe  recorded  in  Scripture  under  the  conduft  of  5, 
Jofbua,  Gideon,  J6nathan,  Afa,  Jehofaphat ;  wherein  very  2  Chnm. 
fmall  forces  by  uncouth  means  did  fubdue  formidable  12, 17. 
powers:  this  doth  argue  that  God  doth  interpofej  t^ith^^^^^* 

^  Vid.  Artabani  Oiatapud  Herod.  Polymn.  pag.  246.  Horn.  II.  r.  ver.  68t. 
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S£  RM.  <^^^>  ^  1^  18  laid,  it  is  all  one  tofave  by  many,  or  b 

XI.      and  thofe  that  have  no  power  ;  whofe  power  is  perfei 

1  Sam.  xiv.  weaknefs ;  who  Ireaketh  the  arm  of  the  wicked,  and 

aCor.xii.9.^'^^^^  the  Jlrength  of  the  mighty,  and  delivereth  tk 

Jobxii.  ^\*from  him  thai  is  too  firongfor  him. 

Pf.^."i5.       *  Alfo,  when  great  policy  and  craft  do  eStA  nothii 

xxxvii.  17.  are  blafted  of  themfelves,  or  baffled  by  fimplicity : 

/pf  1^,^1*5  cunningly-laid  defigns  are  foon  thwarted  and  overt 

•  Horn.  od.  when  moft  perfpicacious  and  profound  counfellon 

>*r.vcr.  11.  jjjjjjjgj^  ^jj.  fQ  infatuated,  as  to  miftake  in  plain  ci 

3  Sam.  XV.  overfee  things  moft  obvious  and  palpable  :  when  p 

Rttffin        naalicious,  fubtile,  treacherous  politicians  (fuch  a 

s.  Paul, '    melech,  Achitophel,  Haman,  Sejanus,  Stilico,  Borgi 

dcLmia     ^^^y  ^^^®  occurring  in  ftory)  are  not  only  fupplai 

&c.  their  wicked  contrivances,  but  difinally  chaftifed  foi 

the  occurrences  do  more  than  infinuate  divine  wifd 

intervene,  countermining  and  confounding  fuch  <i 

Ha.xliv.25.For  he  it  is,  who,  as  the  Scripture  telleth  us,  mak 

Job  V.  12,   diviners  mad;  tumeth  wife  men  backward,  and  makei 

i^j.      ...  knowledge  fooli/h  ;  difappointeth  the  devices  of  the  < 

10.)  fo  that  their  hands  cannot  perform  their  enterprife  ; 

^SHirisi-  ^^^  ^J/^  ^^  ^^^*  ^^^  craftinefsy  and  tumeth  down  th 

fnffiK        f el  of  the  f row ard  headlong. 

Whenever  a  juft  caufe  or  honeft  defign,  witho 
fupport  or  fuccour  of  worldly  means,  (without 
rity,  power,  wit,  learning,  eloquence,)  doth  aga 
oppofition  of  violencBlind  art  prevail ;  this  fignifie 
to  yield  a  fpecial  countenance  and  aid  thereto,  v 
1  Cor.  1.37,  deprefs  human  pride,  and  advance  his  own  glor 
**•  chofen  the  fooli/h  things  of  the  world  to  confound  th 

and  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the 
that  are  mighty  ;  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and 
which  are  defpifed,  and  things  that  are  not,  to  I 
nought  things  that  are :  (that  are  with  us  in  moft 
and  efteem.) 

Again,  when  plots,  with  extreme  caution  and 
contrived  in  darknefs,  are  by  improbable  means,  b; 
countable  accidents  difclofed  and  brought  to  light 
30.  of  the  airy  as  the  Wife  Man  fpeaketh,  telling  the 
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thejiones  in  the  wall^  as  it  is  in  the  Prophet,  crying  out  SERM. 
Treafon.    The  King  cannot  deep:   to   divert  him  the     XI. 
chronicle    is   called   for;    Mordecai's   fervice  is   there Hab.H.  11. 
pitched  on ;  an  inquiry  is  made  concerning  his  recom- 
pence ;  honour  is  decreed  him;  fo  doth  Haman's  cruel  de- 
vice come  out.     Pity  feizeth  on  a  pitilefs  heart  toward  one 
among  a  huge  number  of  innocents  devoted  to  (laughter : 
that  he   may  be  faved,  a  letter  muft  be  fent :  in  that, 
words  inferted  fuggefting  the  manner  of  execution ;  that 
carried  to  the  vi^ife  King,  who  prefently  fmelletb  it  out :  fo 
Aia  dajr's  plot  was  difcovered.    Such  events,  whence  can 
Aey  well  proceed,  but  from  the  all-piercing  and  ever  (W.aou.40 
watchful  care  of  him,  whofe  eyes,  as  Elihu  faid,  are  upon  Job  xxxiv. 
rte  ways  of  many  and  hefeeth  all  his  goings  P  There  is  no^^'  ^^* 
darknefs  norjhadow  of  death,  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  johxxn,  6. 
fioU  hide  themf elves :  for  fiell  is  naked  before  him,  and  de»  ?*•  J?^**"' 
Jtmciton  natn  no  covering.  Hcb.  It.  is. 

Alfo,  when  ill  men  by  their  perverfe  wilinefs  do  notably  •^"****'  ^* 
befool  and  enfnare  themfelves,  laying  trains  to  blow  up 
their  own  defigns,  involving  themfelves  in  that  ruin  and 
milchief  into  which  they  ftudied  to  draw  others ;  as  when 
Saul,  expofing  David's  life  to  hazard,  increafeth  his  ho-  iSamjtviii. 
nour;   when    the   Perfian    nobles,    incenfing    the    king^*' 
•gainft  Daniel,  do  occafion  his  growth  in  favour,  with  Dan.  vi.  24. 
their  own  deftruftion  ;  when  Haman,  by  contriving  to  de- 
ftroy  God's  people,  doth  advance  them,  and  rearing  a  gal- 
lows for  Mordecai,  doth  prepare  it  for  himfelf :  when  it 
luippeneth  according  to  thofe  paflages  in  the  Pfalms,  ^^^pfai.  x.  9, 
wicked  are  taken  in  the  devices  that   they  imagined;  tn«.  is. 
the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot  taken :  He  madccxi  L 
f  pit  and  digged  it,  and  is  fallen  into  the  ditch  which  he^f}-  ▼»»•"• 
miade :  His  mifchiefjhall  return  upon  his  own  head,  and  his  pfai.  vii.ift. 
violeni  dealings  Jhall  come  upon  his  own  pate :  thefe  are  ^-  ^^' 
pregnant  evidences  'of  God's  juft  and  wife  providence ;  for 
the  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  that  he  executeth;  Mepfal,  u,  le. 
wicked  isjhared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hand. 

All  fuch  occurrences,  containing  in  them  fomewhat,  if 
iK)t  downrightly  miraculous,  yet  very  admirable,  in  like 
inanner  defleding  from  the  ftream  of  human  nfiairs,  as 
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SERM.  miracles   do   fiirmount   the   courfe  of  nature,  moft  reak 
^^'      fonably  may,    moft  juftly   ftould,  be   afcribed   to    the 
Pf.lxxii.i8.  fp^cial   operation   of   him,    who    only   doeih    wonderful 
Uxxvi.  10.  things. 

2.  Another  cbara£ler  of  fpecial  Providence  is,  the  iea* 
fonablenefs  and  fuddennefs  of  events.  When  that,  which 
in  itfelf  is  not  ordinary,  nor  could  well  be  expe£ted,  doth 
fall  out  happily,  in  the  nick  of  an  exigency,  for  the  relief 
of  innocence,  the  encouragement  pf  goodnefs,  the  tixp" 
port  of  a  gopd  caufe,  the  furtherance  of  any  good  j>qr- 
pofe ;  (fo  that  there  is  occafion  to  acknowledge  with  tb0 
Ifii.lxiv.  9.  Prophet,  Thoudid/i  terrible  things^  that  we  lookednoifor;), 
this  is  a  fhrewd  indication,  that  God's  hand  is  tb^n 
concerned ;  not  only  the  event  being  notable,  but  the 
connection  thereof  with  circuniflances  of  need  being 
iriorc  admirable. 

Thus  in  time  of  diftrefs  and  defpondency,  when  a  man 
is  utterly  forlorn,  and  deftitute  of  all  vifible  relief,  when, 
Pfal.  cxlii.  ^s  the  Pfalmift  fpeaketh,  refuge  faileih  himy  and  no  man 
(Pfal.  xliv.  c^^^if^  f^^  f^is  7^///  ;  if  then  euKonpos  /SoiJ^sa,  an  opportune 
^^..  fuccour  doth  arrive  ;  he  is  then  unreafonable  and  ingrate- 

Heb.  iv.i6.  ful,  if  he  doth  not  avow  a  fpecial  Providence,  and  thank- 
Pfal.xlvi.i.  fully  afcribe  that  event  unto  him  who  is  our  refuge  and 
^^i.^xxvii/^^^^^g^^y  ^  ^'^^y  P'^^font  help  in  trouble  ;  ^ajirength  to  the 
89- xxvii.  5.  poor,  ajirevgth  to  the  veedy  in  his  diftrefs^  a  refuge  from 
xviii.  6.  tkejiormy  ajliadowfrom  the  heat ;  ^  the  hope  of  Ifrael^  and 
•lfa.xxv.4.  ^/j^  Saviour  thereof  in  time  of  trouble.     This  is  that,  for 

xxxiu.  2.  %/  'J  ' 

bJer.xiv.  8.  which,  in  the  ^  107th  Pfalm,  the  divine  goodnefs  is  fomag- 

^1*8*"**"*  nificently  celebrated;  this  is  the  burden  of  that  pathetical 

c  Pfal.  cvii.  rapture,  wherein  we  by  repeated  wiflies  and  exhortations 

gi..  '     *    are  inftigated  to  blefs  God;  his  wonderfully  relieving  the 

children  of  men  in  their  need  and  diftrefs:  this  is.  that, 

which  God  himfelf  in  the  Prophet  reprefenteth  as  a  moft 

Ka.xli.  17,  fatisfaftory  demonftration  of  his  providence.     VfOien  the 

poor  and  needy  feek  water ^  and  there  is  none^  and  their  tongue 

faileth  for  thiijiy  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  I  the  God  of 

Jacob,  will  not  forfake  tfiem :  I  will  open  rivers  in  high 

plqcfs,  and  fountains  in  the  mid/i  of  the  valley  s^  he.    That 

they  mqyfef,  qnd  knQw,  and  confid^^  and  %nderfiand  tp^ 
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pther^  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  done  this,  and  the  SERM. 
\       Holy  One  of  Ifrael  hath  created  it.  ^^' 

I         So  alfo,  when  peftilent  enterprifes,  managed  by  clofe 
L      fraud,  or  by  impetuous  violence,  are  brought  to  a  head, 
j      and  come  near  to  the  point  of  being  executed  ;  the  fudden 
I      ^teftion  or  feafonable  obftruftion  of  them  do  argue  the 
ever  vigilant  eye  and  the  all-powerful  hand  to  be  engaged.: 
God  ever  doth  fee  thofe  deceitful  vi^orkers  of  iniquity, 
laying  their  mifchief  in  the  dark  ;  he  is  always  prefent  at 
theimcabals  and  clandeftine  meetings,  wherein  they  brood 
upon  it.     He  often  doth  fuffer  it  to  grow  on  to  a  pitch  of 
maturity,  till  it  be  thoroughly  formed,  till  it  be  ready  to 
he  hatched,  and  break  forth  in  its  mifchievous  effeftsj  then 
in  a  trice  he  fnappeth  and  crufheth  it  to  nothing.  God  be- 
holdeth  violent  men  fetting  out  in  their  unjuft  attempts,  he 
letteth  them  proceed  on  in  a  full  career,  until  they  reach 
the    edge    of  their  defign ;  then  inftantly  he  checketh, 
putteth  in  a  fpoke,  he  ftoppeth,  he  tumbleth  them  down,  or  , 
turneththem  backward.     Thus  was  Haman's  plot  daftied,  Efth.  iii. 
when  he  had  procured  a  royal  decree,  when  he  had  fixed 
a  time,  when  he  had  iffued  forth  letters  to  deftroy  God's 
people.     Thus  was  Pharaoh  overwhelmed,  when  he  had  Exod.  xfv. 
juft  overtaken  the  children  of  Ifrael.     Thus  were  the  de- 
fignsof  Abimelech,  of  Abfalom,  of  Adonijah,  of  Sanballat 
.pipped.     Thus  when  Sennacherib  with  an  unmatchable 
hoft  had  encamped  againft  Jerufalem,  and  had  to  appear- 
ance fwallowed  it,*God  did  put  a  hook  into  his  nofe,  awd  aKingi  xix. 
turned  him  lack  into  his  own  laud.     Thus  when  Antiochus  ^  Mac.ix.4. 
was  marching  on  furioufly  to  acconiplifh  his    threat  of 
turning  Jerufalem  into  acharnel,  a  noifome  difeafe  did  in- 
t^cept  his  progrefs.     Thus  when  the  profane  Caligula  Jofcph, 
did  mean  to  difcharge  his  bloody  rage  on  the  Jews,  for*^*"*  ^^' 
refufing  to  worfliip  him,  a  domeftic  fword  did  prefently 
give  vent  to  his  revengeful  breath.     Thus  alfo,  when  Ju-Chryfoft. 
lian  had  by  his  policy  and  authority  projefted  to  over-  orat^a^'' 
throw  our  religion,  his  plot  foon  was  quafhed,  and  his  life  Naz.  Orat. 
fnapped  away  by  an  unknown  hand.     Thus,  whenever  tke^'   .. 
enemy  doth  come  in  like  a  floods  (threatening  immediately 
to  overflow  and  overturn  all  things,)   the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  doth  lift  up  ajiajidard agairi/l  him;  that  is,  Gbd'g 
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S  £  R  M.  Tecret  efficacy  doth  fuddeiJy  reftrain  and  reprefs  his  out* 
^'^'      rage.    This  ufually  is  the  method  of  Divine  providence. 


(Job  God  could  prevent  the  «  beginnings  of  wicked  defigns ; 

***^*"'^  he  could  fupplant  them  in  their  fir  ft  onfets;  he  could  any 
where  fufflaminate  and  fubvert  them  :  but  he  rather  wink* 
eth  for  a  time,  and  fuffereth  the  defigners  to  go  on,  till 
they  are  ^  mounted  to  the  top  of  confidence,  and  good 
people  are  caft  on  the  brink  of  ruin  ;  then  ^  awo  /xi^ai%, 
furprifingly,  unexpe£tedly  he  ftriketh  in  with  effedual  fuc- 
cour ;  fo  declaring  how  vain  the  prefumption  is  cf  im- 
pious  undertakers ;  how  needful  and  fure  his  protedion 
is  over  innocent  people  ;  how  much  reafon  the  one  hath 
to  dread  him,  and  the  other  to  confide  in  him.  Then  is 
God  feen,  then  his  care  and  power  will  be  acknowledged, 

Pftl.  eixiv.  when  he  fnatcheth  us  from  the  jaws  of  danger,  when  our 
foul  doth  efcape  as  a  bird  out  of  tliefnare  of  the  fowler. 

3.  Another  charafter  of  fpecial  Providence  is,  the  great 
utility  and  beneficialnefs  of  occurrences,  efpecially  in  re- 
gard to  the  public  flate  of  things,  and  to  great  perfon- 
^ges,  in  whofe  welfare  the  public  is  much  concerned.  To 
entitle  every  petty  chance  that  arriveth  to  fpecial  Provi- 
dence,  may  fignify  lightnefs ;  to  father  on  God  the  roif- 
chiefs  ifluing  from  our  fin  and  folly,  may  favour  of  pro- 
fanenefs :  but  to  afcribe  every  ^  grand  and  beneficial 
event  unto  his  good  hand,  hath  ever  been  reputed  wifdonr 
and  juftice.  e  It  hath  been^  faith  Balbus  in  Cicero,  a  com' 
mon  opbiion  among  the  ancients,  that  whatever  did  bring 
great  benefit  to  mankind,  was  never  done  without  divine 
goodnefs  touard  men.  And  well  might  they  deem  it  fo, 
feeing  to  do  fo  is  moft  agreeable  to  his  nature,  and  apper- 
taining  to  his  charge,  and  may  appear  to  be  fo  by  good 
argumentation  a  priori.  For,  that  God  doth  govern  our 
affairs,  may  be  deduced  from  his  eflential  attributes ;  and, 

'  Ei  liftmiM,  v^tifAun,  ftnli iifiUis, ?^«f  «^t «'«<V7«'9 &C.  Vid.  Chry/. ad Oijmp, 

^  "Ormf  iu^tfptt^n,  •rat  ai^it^,  &C.    WJ, 

^  Nec  Deos  interiit,  niii  dignus  vindice  nodut 

Incident. 
'  Magna  dii  cunmt,  panra  negligunt.  Cie,  ii.  Ji  Nat,  Dtor, 
•  Otuicqaid  nugnam  atiliutem  generi  adferret  humanOy  id  non  fint  dtviat 
bonitate  crga  homines  fieri  arbitnbantiir.    Cit,  dt  Nat.  Deor,  lib.  ii. 
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confequently,  that  he  doth  in  efpecial  manner  order  thefe  S  E  R  M. 
things,  which  are  the  moft  proper  and  worthy  objects  of     XI. 
his  governance.     God  indeed  doth   not  difregard  any^ 
thing  J  he  watcheth  over  the  lead  things  by  his  general 
and  ordinary  providence  5  fo  that  nothing  in  nature  may 
deviate  from  its  courfe,  or  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  prefcribed 
toit^    He  thereby  clotheth  the  grafs  of  the  field;  A^  pro- Matt.  ▼Uo. 
wdethfor  the  raven  his  food,  and  the  young  lions  feek  ^/^ir^\y\\'g*' 
neatjirom  him:  Without  his  care  ^ajparrow  doth  noi  fall iobxxwfiii. 
to  the  ground  ;  by  it,  all  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  numbered.  i^Ii.civ.ai. 
Bvt  his  more  fpecial  hand  of  providence  is  chiefly  em- '  ^^^  «• 
ployed  in  maTiaging  affairs  of  great  moment  and  benefit  to    *     ' 
mankind ;  and  peculiarly  thofe  which  concern  his  people, 
who  do  profefs  to  worfhip  and  ferve  him  ;  whofe  welfere 
he  tendereth  with  more  than  ordinary  care  and  affedion. 
He  therefore  hath  a  main  ftroke  in  all  revolutions  and  Dan.iv.  95. 
changes  of  (late  :  be  prefideth  in  all  great  counfels  and  y^  *  ^^' 
undertakings  5  in  the  waging  of  war,  in  the  fettlement  ofPf*J«»l^'« 
peace;  in  the  difpenfation  of  vi£lory  and  good  fuccefs. p'rov. xxu 
He  is  peculiarly  interefted  in  the  proteftion  of  princes,  the^'^i 
chief  mini/iers  of  his  kingdom;  and  in  prefervation  of  hisxxix.  11'. 
people,  the  choice  obje£t  of  his  care,  from  violent  inva-  ^*^*^'  ^**  *' 
fion»,  and  treacherous  furprifes  5  fo  as  to  prevent  difafters 
incident,  or  to  deliver  from  them.     It  is  he  that,  sls  the  Pfal.  cxliv. 
Pfalmid  faith,  dolh  give  falvation  unto  kings  ;  who  deliver-  ^^j,|  ^ 
eth  David  his  fervant  from  the  hurtful  fword.     It  is  he Pfxviii. 50. 
that  continually  keepeth  Ifrael  without  ever  fleeping,  or"'ji|i*  ^^^ 
fiumleringi  who  is  the  hope  of  T/rael,  and  the  Saviour  ^^-  ^^^* 
thereof;  who  is  in  the  midft  of  her,  that  fhe  fhall  not  iejer.  xiv.  s. 
nwed  ;  who  hath  declared,  that  he  will  help  hery  and  that  pj?}**'^!^  *• 
right  early  ;  that  he  will  ?iot  cqft  off  his  people,  norforfake  u. 
lis  inheritance  ;  that  no  weapon  formed  againft  his  Church  Ifa.  Hv.  17,. 
fiuill  profper;  thsit falvation  helongeth  to  the  Lo7'd,  and  his^^'  "*'  ** 
hleffing  is  upon  his  pebple.     When  therefore  any  remark- 
able   event,  highly  conducing  to    the   public  good  of 
Church  and  State,  (fupporting  them  in  a  good  condition, 
or  refcuing  them  from  imminent  danger,)  doth  appear,  it 
is  moft  reafonable  and  mod  juft,  to  afcribe  the  accompliih- 
ment  thereof  to  God's  hand.  When  any  pernicious  ent^N 
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SERM.  prife,  levelled  againft  the  fafety  of  prince  and  people,  il  j 
XL      difappointed,  it  is  fit  we  fhould  profefs  and  fey,  The  righr  \ 
Pf.cxxix.4.  '^02^  Lord  hath  hewn  thefnares  of  the  ungodly  in  pieces. 
(O.T.)  4.  Another  like  mark  of  fpecial  providence  is,  the 

righteoufnefs  of  the  cafe,  or  the  advantage  fpringing 
from  events  unto  the  maintenance  of  right,  the  vindica- 
tion of  innocence,  the  defence  of  truth,  the  encourage- 
ment of  piety  and  virtue.     God  naturally  is  the  judge  of 
right,  the  guardian  of  innocence,  the  patron  of  truth,  and  ; 
Pfal.  ix.  g.  promoter  of  goodnefs.     The  Lord  is  a  refuge  to  the  op- 
htrin.  5.     prejjed:  He  is  afatlier  ofihefatherlefsy  and  a  judge  of  the 
Job  xxxvi.  widow :  He  will  maintain  the  caufe  of  the  qffliSied,  and  the 
Pf.cxl.  12.  ^'^^^  ^f  l^^  poor:  ^He  executeth  righteoufnefs ^  and  judg' 
« Pf.  ciii.  6.  ffient  for  all  that  are  opprejfed :  He  hlejfeth  the  righteous^ 
Pf!  V.  12.    <^nd  compaffeth  him  with  favour  as  with  a  Jhield :  He  pre- 
xcvii.  10.  jcrveth  the  fouls  of  the  righteous^  and  delivereth  them  out 
XXV.  10. .    of  the  hand  of  the  ungodly :  All  his  paths  are  mercy  and 
cxlvi.  6,     ifuthy  unto  fuch  as  keep  his  covenant  and  his  te/iimonies* 
Whenever  therefore  right  is  opprefled,  or  periloufly  in- 
vaded; when  innocence  is  grofsly  abufed,  or  forely  befet; 
when  piety  is  fiercely  oppofed,  or  cunningly  undermined; 
when  good  men  for  the  profeflion  of  truth,  or  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue,  are  perfecuted,  or  grievoufly  threatened 
with  mifchief;  then  may  we  prefume  that  God  is  not 
unconcerned,  nor  will  prove  backward  to  reach  forth  his 
fuccour.     And  when  accordingly  we  find  that  fignal  aid 
or  deliverance  do  then  arrive;  it  is  moft  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  God  particularly  hath  engaged  himfelf,  and 
exerted  his  power  in  their  behalf.     For,  feeing  it  is  his 
proper  and  peculiar  work,  feeing  it  moft  becometh  and 
behoveth  him  to  appear  in  fuch  cafes,  affording  his  help-, 
ful  countenance ;  when  he  doeth  it,  we  (hould  be  ready 
lfa.livi.i4.to  acknowledge  it.     In  fuch  a  cafe.  The  hand  of  the  Lord 
Jhall  he  known  toward  his  fervantSy  and  his  indignation  to* 
ward  his  enemies^  faith  the  Prophet. 

5.  Another  charafter  is,  the  correfpondence  oiF  events 
Pf.  ixix.  13.  to  the  prayers  and  defires  of  good  men.  For  feeing  it  is 
cxi.  6.  u.  *^®  ^^^y  ^"^  conftant  praSice  of  good  men,  in  all  exi- 
10.  ivi.  1.   gencies  to  implore  God's  help ;  feeing  fuch  prayers  have, 
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James  telleth  us,  a  mighty  energy,  it  being  God*s  SERIVl. 
ty,  by  them  to  be  moved  to  impart  his  powerful      ^^- 
ice;  feeing  God  mod  plainly  and  frequently  hath  Jam.  v.  le! 
3d,  and  obliged  himfelf  by  promife,  that  he  will  ^'  ^^^'^.^^ 
hem,   fo  as  to   perform  whatever  is  expedient  inivxci.  15. 
)ehalf;  feeing  we  have  many  notable  experiments  ^^  ^*  ^®' 
ed  in  Scripture  (as  thofe  of  Afa,  Jehofaphat,  Heze-  2  Chron. 
Elias,  Daniel,  and  the  like)   of  prayers  bringing  *'^^y.:  "• 

wonderful   effefts   from   heaven,  with  which   the  2  Kings 
mies  of  all  times  and  the  daily  experience  of  good  X^\]^ll 
lo  confpire**;  feeing  the  prefumption  of  fuch  ef-^^v"- 1>  &c. 
is  the  main  ground  and  encouragement  of  devo- 
we  have  great  reafon,  whenever  events  are  anfwer- 
I  fuch  prayers,  to  afcribe  the  performance  of  them 
i*8  hand :  great  reafon  we  have  in  fuch  cafes  to  cry 
ith  David,  Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  faveth  his?{.xT.&, 
ed;  he  will  hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven,  with  the 
Jlrength  of  his  right  hand:  juft  caufe  have  we,  ac- 
g  to  his  pattern,  thankfully  to  acknowledge  God's 

io  anfwering  our  petitions;  The  kingj  faid  hG,Jhallp{,xii  1^2. 

thy  Jlrength,  0  Lord,  and  in  thy  falvation  how 
^Jkall  he  rejoice  I  For  thou  haft  given  him  his  heart* ^  pf.  xxx.  2. 
and  haft  not  wiihholden  the  requefls  of  his  lips,  ^^^V..^^* 

kgain,  the  proceedings  of  God  (efpecially  in  way  of 
ent,  or  of  difpenfing  rewards  and  punifliments)  dif- 
iieir  original  by  their  kind  and  countenance,  which 
'  do  bear  a  near  refemblance,  or  fome  fignificant  cor- 
ience,  to  the  a^Stions  upon  which  they  are  grounded. 
meniSy  faith  a  Father,  are  the  forced  offsprings  q/''E«»<r;«» 
r faults :  and  anfwerably,  rewards  are  the  children  *«**»  «*»-  • 
d  deeds :  and  God,  who  formeth  both,  doth  com-  Damafcr 

order  it  fo,  that  the  children  in  their  complexion 
atures  fliall  refemble  their  parents.     So  that  theT?fx»x«- 
i:of  men  fhall  often  be  legible  in  the  recompences"*"*.''^*' 

'^  *  9t»f  TVS  «- 

ftafrmt  rh 

»»Ti^a<rttrc',  Nax.Oraf.4.  .ChryCivJ^ 

m^y  myriads  and  fquadrons  of  men  were  there,  whom  we  only  1 9. 
and  God  willing,  difcomfited  ?  faith  Nazianzene  in  referdAceto  the 
;  of  fuliaa's  defign.  •;,'.'  'i 
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SERM.  conferred  or  infli£led  on  them:  not  according  to  the  lUh 
XI.     tural  refult  of  their  practice,  but  with  a  comely  referenoi 
thereto }  apt  to  raife  in  them  a  fenfe  of  God's  hand>  and 
to  wring  from  them  an  acknowledgment  of  his  equity  ia 
fo  dealing  with  them.     So  when  humble  modefty  is  ad* 
vanced  to  honour,  and  ambitious  confidence  is  thrown 
into  difgrace;  when  liberality  is  blefied  with  increafe, 
and  avarice  is  curfed  with  decay  of  eftate ;  when  craft  in- 
curreth  difappointment^  and  (implicity  findeth  good  fa> 
cefs ;  when  haughty  might  is  fhattered,  and  helplefs  m- 
nocence  is  preferved ;   when  the  calumnious  tongue  it 
"Pfid.  xii.  3.  bliftered,  the  flattering  lips  are  cut  offy  the  blafphemooi 
Rev. xvi. 6. throat  is  torn  out;  when  bloody  oppreflbrs  have  llwi 
given  them  to  drink,  and  come  to  welter  in  their  ovn 
gore;  (an  accident  which  almoft  continually  doth  hap- 
pen ;)  when  treacherous  men  by  their  own  confidents^  (k 
by  themfelves,  are  betrayed;  when  retaliations  of  veil- 
geance  are  miniftered^  extorting  confeflions  like  to  that 
Judg.  i.  7.  of  Adoni-bezek,  ^s  I  have  doncyfo  God  hath  requited  me; 
deferving  fuch  exprobrations  as  that  of  Samuel  to  Agagi 
1  Sam.  XV.  As  thy  f word  hath  made  women  childlefsyfo  Jhall  thy  ww- 
®®'  ther  he  childlefs  among  women;  grounding  fuch  reflec- 

1  Mace.  ix.  tions  as  that  concerning  Antiochus,  Thus  the  murderer 
***  and  llafphemer  having  fuffered  moji  grievoufly,  as  he  en" 

treated  other  men,  Jo  died  he  a  miferahle  death;  by  fuch 
occurrences  the  finger  of  God  doth  point  out  and  in- 
dicate itfelf ;  they  fpeak  themfelves  immediately  to  comis 
Luke  xiv.    from  that  juft  God,  who  doth  avra^roSiWyai,  render  to  men 
Rom.  xii.   anfwerably  to  their  doings ;  who  payeth  men  their  due, 
*9'  fometiraes   in   value,   often   in  fpecie,  according   to   the 

Jcr.  xxxii.  flirifteft  way  of  reckoning.     He,  as  the  Prophet  faith,  ii 
^^'  great  in  couvfel^  and  mighty  in  work :  for  his  eyes  are  opem 

to  all  the  ways  of  thefons  of  men,  to  give  every  one  accord* 
ing  to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruits  of  his  doings. 
Plkl,  Ixii.    This  indeed  is  a  fort  of  adminiftration  moft  conformable 
*^'  to  God's  exaft  juftice,  and  moft  conducible  to  his  holy 

defigns  of  inftrufting  and  correAing  offenders.  He  there- 
Jer.  1.  u.  fore  hath  declared  it  to  be  his  way.  It  is,  (faith  the  Pro- 
^  *••        phet,  direfting  his  fpeech  to  the  ipftruments  of  divine 
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vengeance  upon  Babylon^)  the  vengeance  of  the  Lord:  SERM. 
take  vengeance  upon  her;  as  Jke  hath  done,  do  unto  her.      XI. 
And,  the  day  of  the  Lord  (faith  another  Prophet,  concern- obad.  15. 
ing  the  like  judgment  upon  Edom,)   is   near  upon  aZZ  ^^*^^*"*^' 
the  heathen :  as  thou  hq/l  done,  itjhall  he  done  unto  thee; 
thy  reward  Jhall  return  upon  thine  own  head.    Thereby 
doth  God  mean  to  declare  himfelf  the  Judge  and  Go- 
vernor of  men  :  For,  /  willj  faith  he  in  Ezekiel,  do  unto  Ezck.  vii. 
ihem  after  their  way,  and  according  to  their  deferts  ^^^^jobxxxiiu 
I  judge  them;  and  they  Jliall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.^i- 
Farther, 

7.  Another  argument  of  fpecial  Providence  is,  the  har- 
monious confpiracy  of  various  accidents  to  one  end  or 
cffed.     If  that  one  thing  fliould  hit  advantageoufly  to 
the  produ£tion  of  fome  confiderable  event,  it  may  with 
feme  plaufibility  be  attributed  to  fortune,  or  common 
providence :  yet  that  divers  things,  having  no  dependence 
or  coherence  one  with  the  other,  in  divers  places,  through 
feveral  times,  ihould  all  join  their  forces  to  compafs  it, 
cannot  well  otherwife  than  be  afcribed  to  God's  fpecial  — ^  «f<-^ 
care  wifely  dire£ling,  to  his  own  hand  powerfuUy^wield- ][]J^^^/ 
ing,  tbofe  concurrent  inftruments  to  one  good  purpofe.  ^c*''*'^  ^ 
For  It  18  befide  the  nature,  it  is  beyond  the  reach  ot  for-  ^^,tc,  rttd^ 
tune,  to  range  various  caufes  in  fuch  order.   Blind  fortune  j^^J^^''* 
cannot  apprehend  or  catch  the  feafons  and  junctures  of  ^^«f^f. 
things,  which  arife  from  the  motions  of  caufes  in  their  ^/y,-^  *  *** 
nature  indiflFerent  and  arbitrary :  to  it  therefore  no  fuch  CmJ.  it 
event  can  reafonably  be  imputed.     So  to  the  bringing  fub  finem. 
about  our  Lord's  paffion,  (that  great  event,  which  is  fo  ^^  ?c«l<» 
particularly  afiigned  to  God's  hand,)  we  may  obferve  the  Chriftianis, 
monftrous  treachery  of  Judas,  the  ftrange  malignity  of  JP^J^^* 
the  Jewiih  rulers,  the  prodigious  levity  of  the  people,  the 
wonderful  eafinefs  of  Pilate,  with  other  notable  accidents, 
to  have  jumped  in  order  thereto.  So  alfo  that  a  malicious 
traitor  fhould  conceive  kindnefs  toward  any,  that   he 
ikould  be  midaken  in  the  obje£):  of  his  favour,  that  he 
(hould  exprefs  his  mind  in  a  way  fubjed  to  deliberate 
examination,  in  terms  apt  to  breed  fufpicion  where  the 
plot  was  laid ;  that  the  counfellors  (hould  defpife  it,  and 
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d£RM.  yet  not  fmother  it;  that  the  king  inftantly,  by  a  Yif^ 
XJ.  darted  into  his  mind,  (hould  defcry  it:  thefe  things  ft 
happily  meeting,  may  argue  God  (who  mouldeth  thi 
hearts,  who  guideth  the  hands,  who  enlighteneth  thi 
minds  of  men)  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  detefkion  o: 
this  day's  black  confpiracy. 

Such  are  fome  chara£t;er8  of  fpecial  Providence;  eacl 

of  which  fingly  appearing  in  any  occurrence  would  in  i 

coniiderate  man  breed  an  opinion  thereof;  each  of  then 

being  very  congruous  to  the  fuppofition  of  it;  no  fuel 

appearances  being  otherwife  fo  clearly  and  cleverly  ex* 

plicable,  as  by  aligning  the  divine  hand  for  their  prin< 

cipal  caufe.     But  the  conneftion  of  them  all  in  one  evetf 

Vid.Diod.  (when   divers  odd   accidents  do  befall  at  a  feafonabb 

p]^^g*J^*^*time,  according  to  exigency  for  the  public  benefit,  tfc 

prefervation  of  princes,  the  fecurity  of  Grod's  people,  tift 

protedion  of  right,  the  maintenance  of  truth  and  piety 

according  to  the  wifhes  and  prayers  of  good  men,  wid 

proper  retribution  and  vengeance  upon  the  wretched  de 

figners  of  mifchief ;  fuch  a  complication,  I  fay,  of  the! 

marks  Jn  one  event)   may  thoroughly  fufEce  to  raife  ; 

firm  perfuafion,  to  force   a  confident  acknowledgmen 

concerning  God's  providence,  in  any  confiderate  and  in 

genuous  perfon :  it  readily  will  difpofe  fuch  perfons  upo 

Pfal.  cxviii.any  fuch  occafion  to  fay.  This  is  the  Lord's  doings  andi 

^^'  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 

EifAh<rfif*u»     Notwithflanding  therefore  any  obfcurity  or  intricae 

*r  ^1^'  *^^^  fometime  may  appear  in  the  courfe  of  Providence 

itixira  <r»»-  uotwithftanding  any  general  exceptions  that  may  by  pci 

^!^y*y' verfe  incredulity  be  alleged  againft  the  condufl  of  thingi 

fiaret  r^is     thcrc  arc  good  marks  obfervable,  whereby  (if  we  are  nc 

w/«i/*«T^'^  very  blockifh,  drowfy,  fupine,  lazy,  or  froward;  if  v, 

k^vi\H^u»i  will  confider  wifely,  with  induftrious  attention  and  car 

Chryf,  ad    with  minds  pure  from  vain  prejudices,  and  corrupt  a 

^ymf,       feftions)  we  may  difcern  and  underftand  God's  doinj 

Which  to  do  is  the  firft  duty  fpecified  in  my  text :  upc 

which  having  infifled  fo  largely,  I  (hall  (hoping  you  wi 

favour  me  with  a  little  patience)  briefly  touch  the  reft. 

II.  It  is  the  duty  of  us  all,  upon  fuch  remarkable  o< 


\ 


On  the  Gunpowder-Treafon.  241 

^currences  of  Providence,  to  fear  Grod :  All  men,  it  is  faid,  &ERM, 
,/kaUJear.    It  is  our  duty  in  fuch  cafes  to  be  aflfefted  with      XL 
all  forts  of  fear ;  with  a  fear  of  awful  dread,  witH  a  fear  job  xxxvii. 
of  hearty  reverence,  with  a  fear  of  fober  caution;  yea,^2.xiii,  n. 
ibmetimes  with  a  fear  of  dejefting  conilernation.    Whenixviii.  35/ 
God  doth  appear  clad  with  his  roles  of  vengeance  ^^^i^%^**?5* 
^«a/,  denouncing  and  difcharging  judgment;  when  heExod. zv. 
reprefenteth  Ynmi^li  fearful  in  praifes,   terrible   in   Awp^|  j^^^. 
doings  toward  the  children  of  nien,  working  terrible  things^-  5.  Ixv.  5. 
in  righteoufnefs ;  it  ihould  flrike  into  our  hearts  a  dread  D^ut!' 
of  his  glorious  majefty,  of  his  mighty  power,  of  his  fe-  "vHi.  ss. 
vere  juftice,  of  his  glorious  and  fearful  name:  it  ihould 
inftil  into  our  minds  a  reverence  of  his  excellent  wifdom, 
bis  exceeding  goodnefs,  his  perfe6l  holinefs:  it  ihould 
breed  in  our  fouls  a  folicitous  care  of  difpleafing  and  pro- 
voking him :  it  ihould  caufe  us  in  our  hearts  to  ihake  and  Ifa.  Uvi.2. 
tremble  before  him.  Then  is  that  of  the  Pfalmift  to  be  put 
in  pra£iice.  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord:  let  all  the  in-  pfal.  xxxiii. 
habitants  of  the  world  Jiand  in  awe  of  him.   Tremble,  thou  *•  "'^'  ^• 
ear/A,  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  at  the  prefence  of  the 
God  of  Jacob.    Such  difpenfations  are  in  their  nature  de* 
clarative  of  thofe  divine  attributes  which  do  require  fuch 
afleAIons :  they  are  fet  before  our  eyes  to  caft  us  into  a 
very  lerious  and  folemn  frame ;  to  abaih  and  deter  us 
.from  oflFending,  by  obferving  the  danger  of  incurring 
panifhments  like  to  thofe  which  we  behold  infiided  upon 
piefumptuous  tranfgreifors ;  upon  thofe  who  do  heinouily 
vblate  right,  or  furioufly  impugn  truth,  or  profanely  de- 
fpile  piety ;  who  earneitly  profecute  wicked  enterprifes  ; 
who  perfecute  the  friends  of  God  with  outrageous  vio- 
lence, or  treacherous  fubtilty.     Upon  infli£lion  of  fuch 
paniibments,  all  the  people  fhall  hear,  and  fear,  and  do  Deut.  xvii. 
no  more  ptefumptuou/ly,  faith  God  himfelf,  declaring  the^?j*Jjj*^^* 
nature  and  drift  of  them.     They  do  plainly  demonilrate, 
that  there  is  no  prefuming  to  efcape  being  dete£led  in, 
our  clofe  machinations  by  God's  all-feeing  eye;  being  de- 
feated in  our  bold  attempts  by  God's  almighty  hand ; 
being  forely  chaflifed  for  our  iniquity  by  God^s  impartial 
judgment.   Extremely  blind  and  flupid  therefore  mufi  we 

VOL*  I«  K 
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SERM.  be,  or  monftroufly  fturdy  and  profane,  if  fuch  experimented 
XI.      of  divine  power  and  juftice  do  not  awe  us,  and  fright  u^ 
Hof.xi.  io.fit)m  fin.  When  the  lion  roareth,  who  will  not  fear  f  lVher=z 
Amos  iii.    ^^^  trumpet  is  Mown  in  the  city,  Jhall  not  the  people  hmm 
Nah.  i.  5.   (zfraid  P  Shall  he,  at  whom  the  mountains  quake,  and  tk 
Wai  *fciv?    ^^'^^  ^^^^  9  whofe  indignation  the  nations  are  not  able  i 
32.  *Tm.7.aii(fe;  dt  whofe  wrath  the  earth  doth  Jhake  and  tremble 
cxliif.  2.     ^^  whofe  reproof  the  pillars  of  heaven  are  ajloni/hed;  (haS 
Job  iivi.    ijg  vifibly  frown,  fliall  his  wrath  flame  out,  (hall  he  (hak—  * 
(ifa.hiiv.a.his  rod  of  exemplary  vengeance  over  us,  and  we  ftan-^ 
E2*k.  xii.  y^jjj  ^f  fgj^fg  Q^  f^^^  p    If  f^^  ^i^g^  furely  a  brotifh  dotage 

ifa.  XXV.  3.  or  a  gigantic  ftoutnefs  doth  pofiefs  us. 

iix.18,19.)     Ill    ^^  ^^^  5^  f^^j^  ^^f^g  obliged  to  rfccArr^  Gfld** 

ii/ork :'  that  is,  openly  to  acknowledge  and  avow,  to  aj^ 
plaud  and  celebrate  the  fpecial  providence  of  God,  wit"^ 
his  adorable  perfeftions  difplayed  in  fuch  events ;  to  th  ^ 
glory  of  God's  name,  in  expreflion  of  our  reverence  an^^ 
gratitude  toward  him,  for  the  common  edification  of  nreir  i 
for  which  ufes  they  greatly  ferve,  to  which  purpofes  the^^ 
afre  defigned.     We  (hould  not  view  fuch  providential  oc- 
currences, like  dumb  beads,  with  a  dull  or  carelefs  filence# 
as  if  we  did  not  mind  them,  or  were  not  concerned  in 
them :  we  {hould  not  fupprefs  or  ftifle  the  knowledge  of 
them  iri  our  breads,  as  if  they  were  barely  matters  of  pri- 
vate confideration  and  ufe ;  we  fhould  not  let  our  obferva- 
tion  and  refentment  of  them  be  fruitlefs,  fo  as  to  yield  no 
honour  to  God,  no  benefit  to  man.    But  we  fhould  pro- 
pagate and  convey  them  into  others :  in  fo  loud  a  tone,  in 
fo  lively  a  drain  we  ftiould  vent  them,  as  thereby  to  ex- 
cite the  notice,  to  inflame  the  affeftions  of  all  men  with^ 
in  the  reach  of  our  voice;  provoking  them  to  confpire 
with  us  in  acknowledgment  of  God's  power  and  wifdom, 
in  acclamation  to  his  judice  and  goodnefs.    This  is  the 
Pfai.ivii.  8.  due  improvement  of  our  glory  ^  that  peculiar  excellency^ 
wherein  chiefly  (except  in  our  reafon)  we  do  furpafs  all 
creatures ;  that  without  which  our  reafon  itfelf  is  more 
than  half  unprofitable;  that  whereby  we  put  our  bed 
member  to  its  bed  ufe.     For  this  we  have  the  devout 
Pfalmid's  pious  refolutions,  his  exemplary  performances^ 
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Ais  zealoiis  wifhes,  his  earned  exhortations  to  guide  and  SERM. 
move  us.     Iwilljpeak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  ma-      ^^- 
/S^j  aiirf  of  thy  wondrous  works.    Men  Jhall  fpeak  of  tJie  Pfal.  cxlv. 
^ght  of  thy  terrible  aSis ;  and  I  ivill  declare  thy  great-  (ixxvU.^ia. 
mfs.     They  fhall  fpeak  of  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom,  and^^- 1*.) 
talk  of  thy  power.     So  did  he  fignify  his  refolution.     jPfal.xUio. 
have  not  hid  thy  righteotifnefs  within  my  heart ;  I  have 
declared  thy  faithfulnefs  and  thy  falvation :  I  have  not 
c^oncealed  thy  lovingkindnefs  and  thy  truth  from  the  great 
:^0ngregation.    So  his  confcience  teftified  of  his  praftice. 
O  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his  ^goodnefs,  and  Pfal.  cvi?. 
fir  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men :  that  they  I'^^l'i^' 
umild  tffer  thefacrifice  of  thankfgiving,  and  declare  his 
i€/orks  with  gladnefs.     So  doth  he  pour  forth  his  defire. 
O  dap  your  hands y  all  ye  people  ;  Jhout  unto  God  with  thePf-  Ml  i. 
uoice  of  triumph.     Sing  unto  the  Lordj  hlefs  his  name :^^]\^{^\ 
fhew  forth  his  falvation  frortt  day  to  day.  Declare  his  glory  ^«  2.  (ixvi. 
among  the  heathen^  his  wonders  among  all  people.  Come  and 
fee  the  works  of  God.     Sing  forth  the  honour  of  his  name, 
make  his  praife  glorious.     O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord; 
ctUl  upon  his  name;  make  known  his  deeds  among  the  peo- 
ple. So  doth  he  fummon^  fo  doth  he  urge  us  to  this  prac- 
twe;  and  it\  his  deportment  we  may  fee  our  duty. 

IV*  It  is  peculiarly  the  duty  and  praSice  of  good  men 
upon  fuch  occafions  to  feel  and  to  expr^fs  religious  joy^ 
The  righteous  Jhall  be  glad  in  the  Lord.  Good  men  indeed 
then  have  great  matter,  and  much  caufe,  on  many  ac- 
counts, to  be  glad. 

It  becometh  them  to  rejoice,  as  having  an  univerfal 
complacence  in  God's  proceedings,  as  gratefully  relifhing 
an  difpenfations  of  Providence.    They,  as  pious,  are  dif- 
pofed  to  blefs  and  praife  God  for  all  things  incident,  and 
cinnOt  therefore  but  rejoice;  joy  being  an  infeparable 
compatiion.of  gtatitideJ  and  praife.    Hence,  Light  is  f own  Pfai.  xc^iJ. 
fir  the  righteous^  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart.  ^^' 
J|etice»  The  1;oice  offhlvatitn  and  rejoicing  is  in  the  taber-  P^  cx?iii. 
nacles  of  the  righteous.     Hence,  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  0  ye  pf.xxxiii.i, 
righteous :  for  praife  is  comely  for  the  upright ;  is  an  ex- 
hortation backed  with  a  very  good  reafon. 

R  7, 
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SERM.      They  cannot  but  find  fatisfeaion  in  obfemng  God^ 

^^'      providence   notably  difcovered,  to  the  confirmation  cz 

their  faith,  and  cheri(hing  their  hopes;  together  witS 

the  convi6lion  of  infidelity,  and  confbfion  of  profohenelS 

Pf.  uxiii.   Our  hearty  faith  the  Pfalmift,  Jkall  rejoice  in  him,  becat^ 

jriii. ».       ^'^  ^^^  trufied  in  his  holy  name.     I  have  trufted  in  thr 

c¥ii.  45.      mercy  ;  my  lieart  Jhall  rejoice  in  thy  falvation.     The  righA 

teous  JhaU  fee  it,  and  rejoice;  and  all  iniquity  Jhall  Jhg 

her  mouth. 

It  is  to  them  no  fmall  pleafure  to  behold  God's  hoi; 

perfeftions  illuftrioufly  fhining  forth ;  and  the  glory  di 

him  (who  is  the  principal  objeft  of  their  love,  their  re 

verence,  their  hope,  and  confidence)  to  be  confpicuoiofl* 

Pf.  xcTii.    advanced.     Rejoice,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  0  ye  righteous,  anm 

xc^-it"  9!  S^^  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  hoUnefs.  Zion  kearJT 

xlviii.  11.    and  was  glad,  and  the  daughters  ofJudah  rejoiced,  becau/i 

of  thy  judgmetits,  0  Lord.    For  thou.  Lord,  art  high  abot*§ 

all  the  earth. 

It  is  to  them  ground  of  exceeding  comfort,  to  receive 
fo  clear  pledges  of  God's  love  and  favour,  his  truth  and 
fidelity,  his  bounty  and  munificence  toward  them,  ex- 
prefi^  in  fuch  watchful  care  over  them,  fuch  proteAion 
in  dangers,  fuch  aid  in  needs,  fuch  deliverance  from  mif- 
chieis  vouchfafed  to  them.  Such  benefits  they  cannot  re- 
ceive from  God's  hand,  without  that  cheerfulnefs  which 
Pf.  xiii.  6.  always  doth  adhere  to  gratitude*.  I  will,  faith  David,^;!^ 
ixiii.  7.  jinfQ  ifiQ  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  me* 
xxxi.  7.'  Becaufe  thou  haft  been  my  helper,  therefore  in  the  Jhadow 
of  thy  wings  I  will  rejoice.  My  lips  Jhall  greatly  rejoice  in 
thee  ;  and  my  foul,  which  thou  haft  redeemed.  I  will  be 
glad,  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy :  for  thou  haft  ccmftdered  my 
trouble,  and  haft  known  my  foul  in  adverfties.  The  Lore 
hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad.  Lii 
all  thofe  that  put  their  trufi  in  ther rejoice :  let  them  evei 
Jhoutfor  joy,  becaiife  thou  defend^  them. 

They  are  alfo  greatly  refrefhed  with  apprehenfion  of  the 


•  Sen.  dc  Benef.  ii.  22.  Cum  recipiendum  judictvprimus,  hilarej  accipia- 
nus,  profitentef  gaudlum,  ftc.  T/V.  iS,  90. 
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lappy  fruits  fprouting  from  fuch  difpenfations  of  Provi-  SERM. 
"dence;  fuch  as  are  the  benefit  of  mankind^  the  peace  and      XI. 
profperityof  the  civil  (late,  the  prefervation,  fettlement, 
enlargement,  advancement  of  God's  Churchy  the  fupport 
of  right,  the  fuccour  of  innocence,  the  maintenance  of 
truth,  the  encouragement  and  furtherance  of  piety ;  the 
xeAraint  of  violence,  the  difcountenance  of  error,  the  cor- 
r^ion  of  vice  and  impiety.     In  thefe  things  they,  as 
faithful  fervants  of  God,  and  real  friends  of  goodnefs,  a^ 
-bearing  hearty  good- will  and  compaflion  to  mankind,  as 
true  lovers  of  their  country,  as  living  and  fenfible  mem- 
•bers  of  the  Church,  cannot  but  rejoice.     Seeing  by  thefe 
tilings  their  own  beft  intereft,  (which  is  no  other  than  the 
advantage  of  goodnefs,)  their  chief  honour,  (which  con- 
fifis  in  the  promotion  of  divine  glory,)  their  trued  con- 
tent,  (which  is  placed  in  the  profperity  of  Sion,)  are  Pf.  cxxii.  6. 
faighly  furthered;  how  can  they  look  on  them  fpringing^gN^'**"' 
up,  without  great  delight  and  complacence?  0,  faith  thePf.  xcviii. 
9bim\&,Jing  unto  the  Lord-^for  he  hath  done  marvellous  ^'  ^' 
things^  He  hath  remembered  his  mercy  and  his  truth  toward 
the  houje  of  Ifrael :  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  feen  the 
Jdvation  of  our  God.    And,  Sing^  0  heavens,  crieth  theira.xlix.i3. 
Prophet,  and  he  joyful y  0  earthy  and  break  forth  hUo  fing^^',^^^' 
mgf  0  ye  mountains ;  for  the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  peo- 
pkj  and  will  have  mercy  on  his  afjU&ed.    And,  lVheny\{^,\xv\,\\^ 
£uth  he,  ye  Jhall  fee  this^  (the  comfort  of  God's  people,) 
your  heart  fliall  rejoice^  and  your  bones  Jhall  flourijh  like  an 
herb :  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Jhall  he  known  toward  his 
fervantSy  and  his  indignation  toward  his  enemies. 

Even  in  the  fruftration  of  wicked   defigns,  attended 
with  fevere  execution  pf  vengeance  on  the  contrivers  and 
abettors  of  them,  they  may  have  a  pleaiant  fatisfa^lion ; 
they  ipuft  then  yield  a  cheerful  applaufe  to  Divina  jufUce. 
The  righteous,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  ^aZ/  rejoice  when  A^pf.iviii.  lo. 
feeth  the  vengeance:  and,  I^/  the  wicked,  faith  he,/>eri^-^Yf"*-?* 
at  the  prefence  of  God;  hut  let  the  righteous  he  glad,  let2,Q, 
them  rejoice  before  God,  yea  let  them  exceedingly  rejoice. 
Whence,  at  God's  infliction  of  judgment  upon  Babylon,  it 
is  liud  in  Jeremy,  Then  the  heaven,  and  the  earth,  and  all  Jet.  li.  4ft. 
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SERM.  that  is  therein, ^fhall  Jing  for  Balylon;  and  at  the  fell  «2 
^^-      myftical  Babylon,  in  the  Apocalypfe  it  is  likewife  fai* 
Rev.  xviii.   Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaveiiy  and  ye  holy  apojlles  and  pr^ 
'^°*  phets  ;  for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.    Farther, 

V,  The  next  duty  prefcribed  to  good  men  in  fuch  ca^ 
is,  to  tryft  in  God,  that  is,  to  have  their  affiance  in  Gc» 
(upon  all  fuch  like  occafions,  in  all  urgencies  of  neec 
fettled,  improved,  and  corroborated  thereby.  This  inde^ 
is  the  proper  end,  immediately  regarding  us,  of  God:^ 
fpecial  providence,  difclofing  itfelf  in  any  aliraculo^8,  (ff 

(.Pf.  ixxviii.  in  any  remarkable  way;  to  nourifli  in  well-difpofed  nrfnJ 
that  faith  in  God,  which  is  the  root  pf  all  piety,  anp 
ground  of  devotion.  Such  experiments  are  found  argu 
ments  to  perfuade  good  men,  that  God  doth  govern  anc 
order  things  for  their  beft  advantage  ;  they  are  powerfir 
incentives,  driving  them  in  all  exigencies  to  feek  God's 
help;  they  are  moft  convincing  endences,  that  God  is 
abundantly  able,  very  willing,  and  ever  i<eady  to  fuccotu 

rr.  ix.  10.  them.  They,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  that  know  thy  name  wilt 
put  their  tmjl  in  thee :  for  thou,  Lord,  hajl  not  forfdken 

rr.  ixi.  n,    them  that  feek  thee.     And,  7,  faith  he,  will  alide  in  thy 

l[  kc^^^    ^(xf'^'nacle  for  ever  ;  I  will  truji  in  the  covert  of  thy  wings: 

cxxx. ;.  for  thouy  0  God,  hafl  heard  my  vows ;  thou  hqfl  been  a 
Jlielterfor  me,  and  ajirong  tower  from  the  enemy.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  great  aggravation  of  diffidence  in  Grod,  that  hav*: 

W.xxxiv.s.  ing  tajied  and  feen  that  the  Lord  is  good;  having  fdt  (b 
manifeft  experience  of  di\ine  goodnefs ;  having  received 
fo  notable  pledges  of  God^s  favourable  inclination  to  help 
us ;  we  yet  will  not  rdy  upon  him.  As  a  friend,  who  by 
fignal  inltances  of  kindnefs  iiath  aflured  his  good  will, 
hath  great  caufe  of  offence,  if  he  he  fufpeAed  of  unwill- 
ingnofs  in  a  needful  feafon  to  afford  his  relief :  fo  may 
God  moft  juiUy  be  difpleafed,  when  we,  (not\\'ith(landing 
fo  palpable  demonfirations  of  his  kindnefs,)  by  diftmfting 

Kcc'.ui.  ii.  him,  do  in  effect  queftion  the  lincerity  of  his  fHeudfhip,  oi 

****  the  confiancy  of  his  goodnefs  toward  us. 

VI.  Good  men  upon  fuch  occafions  (liould  glory :  All 
the  titnght  in  heart  jkall  glory.  Should  glory,  that  is 
in  contemplation  of  fuch  providences  feeling  Iprigbtly 
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ations  of  mind  and  tranfports  of  afTe^iion,  they  (hould  S£RM. 
bit  triumphant  demonftrations  of  fatisfaftion  and  ala-      XI. 
r.     It  becometh  them  not  in  fuch  cafes  to  be  dumpifli  " 

emure  ;  but  jocund  and  crank  in  their  humour^  briflc 
gay  in  their  looks^  pleafantly  flippant  and  free  In 
r  Ipeech,  jolly  and  debonair  io  their  behaviour;  every 

iigi^ying  the  extreme  complacency  they  take  in 
'i  doings  and  the  full  content  they  tafte  in  their  date. 
IT:  with  -folemn  exultation  (hould  triujnph  in  fuchP^^cxxvi.i^ 
tfy  as  in  vi£lories  achieved  by  the  glorious  hand  of  ^' 
f^jn  their  behalf,  in  approbation  of  their  caufe,  in 
ir  toward  their  perfons,  for  their  great  benefit  and 
iort*  They  may  (not  as  proudly  afluming  to  them- 
('the  glory  due  to  God^  but  as  gratefully  fenfible  of 
•  lielicity  fpringing  from  God's  fa.vouT)  fe  ja&are,  Je 
}lbus  efferrey  (as  the  Hebrew  word  doth  fignify ;)  that 
I  a  fort  boaft,  and  commend  themfelves  as  very  happy 
nur  relation  to  God,  by  virtue  of  his  proteftion  and 

They  may  (not  with  a  haughty  infolence,  or  wanton 
pmce,  but  with  a  fober  confidence  and  cheerfulnefs) 
t  upon  baflfled  impiety  ^  by  their  expreffions  and  de- 
lOur  upbraiding  the  folly,  the  bafenefs,  the  impotency 
nrretchednefs  thereof,  in  competition  with  the  wif- 

in  oppofition  to  the  power  of  God,  their  friend  and 
n.  For  fuch  carriage  in  fuch  cafes  we  have. the 
ice  and  the  advice  of  the  Pfalmift,  to  warrant  find 
t  us.  In  God,  faith  he,  we  loq/l  all  the  day  2p7ig,Pfal.xliv.t. 
traife  thy  name  far  ever.  ThoUy  Lord,  hq/l  made  me^^^^'  +• 
through  thy  work;  and  I  will  triumph  in  the  works  of 
ands.     We  will  rejoice  in  thy  Solvation  i  and  in  thevUxx.s, 

(four  God  we  willfet  up  our  banners.     Glory  ye  in^"*  ^'  ^' 
dy  name :  let  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  thatfeek  the 
Sing  unto  him^Jing  pfalms  unto  him  ;  talk  ye  of 
18  wondrous  works.     Save  us,  0  Lord  our  God,  and PUlcyi 47 
r  us  from  among  the  heathen,  to  give  thanks  unto  thy 
,  and  to  triumph  in  thy  praife.    Such  fhould  be  the 

L  lii.  6,  7.    The  righteous  (hall  laugh  at  him,  or,  deride  him,  in  this 
\  Lq^  this  is  the  roan  that  made  not  God  his  Arength. 
B4 
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SERM.  refult  (upon  us)  of  God's  merciful  difpenfations  toward 
.    ^^-      his  people. 

I  fliall  only  farther  remark,  that  the  word  here  uled  is 
hy  the  Greek  rendered,  iTraive^ffovrai,  theyjhalllepraifedi' 
which  fenfe  the  original  will  bear,  and  the  reafon  of  the- 
cafe  may  admit.     For  fuch  difpenfations  ever  do  adorn 
integrity,  and  yield  commendation  to  good  men.    They 
declare  the  wifdom  of  fuch  perfons,  in  adhering  to  God, 
in  repofing  upon  God's  help,  in  embracing  fuch  courfes 
which  God  doth  approve  and  blefs:  they  plainly  tell  how 
dear  fuch  perfons  are  to  God ;  how  incomparably  happy 
Kal.  cxxyi.  in  his  favour,  how  impregnably  fafe  under  his  proteAion ; 
4c!^"^' ''as  having  his  infallible  wifdom  and  his  invincible  power 
cxxxviii.  1,  engaged  on  their  fide.     This  cannot  but  render  them  ad- 
mirable, and  their  ftate  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  all  men  5 
Pfal.  cxiiv.  inducing  them  to  profefs  with  the  Pfalmift,  Happy  is  the 
5  2*.  ***"'•  people  J  which  is  in  fuch  a  cafe ;  yea^  fuU)py  is  that  people, 
whofe  God  is  the  Lord.     And  of  fuch  a  people,  that  de- 
PfaJ.lxxxix.claration  from  the  fame  mouth  is  verified.  In  thy  name 
^^»  *7.      jf^f^ii  ff^gy  rejoice  all  the  day  longy  and  in  thy  rightemifnefs 
Jhall   they   he'  exalted:  for  thou  art  the  glory   of  their 
Jirengthj  and  in  thy  favour  their  hornfhall  he  exalted. 

Such  are  the  duties  fuggefted  in  our  text,  as  fuiting 
thefe  occafions,  when  God  in  a  fpecial  manner  hath 
vouchfafed  to  proteft  his  people,  or  to  refcue  them  from 
imminent  mifchiefs,  by  violent  aflault  or  by  fraudulent 
contrivance  levelled  againft  them.  I  fliould  apply  thefe 
particulars  to  the  prefent  cafe  folemnized  by  us :  but  I 
.  ihall  rather  recommend  the  application  to  your  fagacity, 
than  farther  infringe  your  patience,  by  fpending  thereon 
fo  many  words  as  it  would  exaft.  You  do  well  know 
the  ftory,  v/hich  by  fo  many  years  repetition  hath  been 
imprefled  on  your  minds :  and  by  reflefting  thereon. 

You  will  eafily  difcern,  how  God,  in  the  feafonable  dif- 
covery  of  this  execrable  plot,  (the  mafterpiece  of  wicked 
machinations  ever  conceived  in  human  brain,  or  devifed 
on  this  fide  hell,  fince  the  foundation  of  things,)  in  the 
happy  deliverance  of  our  Nation  and  Church  from  the 
defperate  mifchiefs  intended  toward  them,  in  the  remark- 
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}      ableprote^on  of  right  and  truths  did  fignalize  his  provi-  SERM. 
dence.  XI. 

You  will  be  affe£led  with  hearty  reverence  toward  the 
gracious  Author  of  our  falvation,  and  with  humble  dread 
toward  the  juft  awarder  of  vengeance  upon  thofe  mif- 

/  creant  wretches^  who  digged  this  pity  and  fell  into  it  them- 

I  felves. 

[       You  will  be  ready  with  pious  acknowledgment  and 

'  admiration  of  God's  mercy,  his  juftice,  his  wifdom,  to 
declare  and  magnify  this  notable  work  done  by  him 
among  us. 

You  muft  needs  feel  devout  refentments  of  joy  for  the 
gloiy  arifing  to  God,  and  the  benefits  accruing  to  us,  in 
the  prefervation  of  God's  anointed,  our  juft  Sovereign, 
with  his  royal  pofterity :  in  the  freeing  our  country  from 
civil  broilsi^  diforders,  and  confufions ;  from  the  yokes  of 
ufurpation  and  flaVery;  from  grievous  extortions  and  ra- 
pines 5  from  bloody  perfecutions  and  trials,  with  the  like  . 
fpawn  of  difaftrous  and  tragical  confequences,  by  this 
defign  threatened  upon  it : .  in  upholding  our  Church 
(which  was  fo  happily  fettled,  and  had  fo  long  glorioufly 
flourifhed)  from  utter  ruin:  in  fecuring  our  profeilioii 
of  God's  holy  truth,  the  truly  catholic  faith  of  Chrift, 
(refined  from  thofe  drofly  alloys,  wherewith  the  rudenefs 
and  floth  of  blind  times,  the  fraud  of  ambition  and  covet- 
ous defigners,  the  pravity  of  fenfual  and  profane  men  had 
embafed  and  corrupted  it,)  together  with  a  pure  worfliip 
of  God,  an  edifying  adminiftration  of  God's  word  and 
lacraments,  a  comely,  wholefome^  and  moderate  difcipline, 
conformable  to  divine  prefcription  and  primitive  example ; 
in  refcuing  us  from  having  impious  errors,  fcandalous 
pra&ices,  and  fuperftitious  rites,  with  mercilefs  violence 
obtruded  upon  us :  in  continuing  therefore  to  us  the  mod 
defirable  comforts  and  conveniences  of  our  lives. 

You  farther  confidering  this  fignal  teftimony  of  divine 
goodnefs,  will  thereby  be  moved  to  hope  and  confide  in 
God  for  his  gracious  prefervation  from  the  like  pernicious 
attempts  againft  the  fafety  of  our  Prince  and  welfare  of  j 

our  country,  againft  our  peace^  our  laws,  our  religion ;  I 
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SERM.  efpecially  from  RomUh  seal  and  bigotry,  (that  mint  of 
XI.      woful  fa£lions  and  combuflions,  of  treafonable  confj>l- 
racies,  of  barbarous  maifacres,  of  horrid  aflaffinations,  of^ 
inteftine  rebellions,  of  foreign  invafions,  of  lavage  torturer 
and  butcheries,  of  holy  leagues  and  pious  frauds,  througb. 
Chriflendom,  and  particularly  among  us,)  which  as  iC 
without  reafon  damneth,  fo  it  would  by  any  means  de- 
ftroy  all  that  will  not  crouch  thereto. 

You  will,  in  fine,  with  joyous  feftivity,  glory  and  tri- 
umph in  this  illuftrious  demonftration  of  God's  favour  tOr 
ward  us ;  fo  as  heartily  to  join  in  thofe  due  acclamations 
of  blefling  and  praife, 
Pfal.  cxxiv.     Blejfed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  given  as  a  prey  to 
ai^^*^*"'   their  teeth.     Our  foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  otU  ofthejhare 

of  the  fowlers :  thefnare  is  broken,  aud  we  are  efcaped^ 
Key.  xiz.       Alleluiah ;   Salvation,  and  glory,  and  power  unto  the 
*'  *•  Lord  our  God  :  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments. 

Rev,  XV.  3.      Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  0  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty; jiift  and  true  are  thy  ways,  0  thou  King  of  faints. 
Pfal.  Iwtii.      Blejfed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who  only  doth  won*   — 
i«>  *9'      drous  things.    And  blejfed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever :  -^ 
and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filed  with  his  glory*   Amen^^ 
jond  Amen. 
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I  will  alfo  clothe  her  priefts  withjcilvation. 


tton. 


JLhE  context  runs  thus:  The  Lord  hath  f worn  in  truth  SERM. 
mnto  David  J  he  will  not  turn  from  it  ;  Of  the  fruit  of  thy  XII. 
lady  will  Ifet  upon  thy  throne.  If  thy  children  will  keep 
my  covenant  and  my  tejlimony  that  I  fliall  teach  them^ 
iheir  children  Jhall  alfo  Jit  upon  thy  throne  for  evermore. 
For  the  Lord  hath  chofen  Zion  ;  he  hath  dejired  it  for  his 
habitation.  This  is  my  rejlfor  ever :  here  will  I  dwell;  for 
fhave  dejired  it.  I  will  abundantly  blefs  her  provifon  :  I 
ft/ill  fatisjy  her  poor  with  bread.  I  will  also  clothe 
JIER  PRIESTS  WITH  SALVATION:  and  her  faint  s  Jhall 
Jhout  aloud  for  joy.  There  will  I  make  the  horn  of  David 
to  bud,  8cc. 

If  all^  not  only  inaugurations  of  perfons,  but  dedications 
.^ven  of  inanimate  things  to  fome  extraordinary  ufe,  hath 
been  ufually  attended  with  efpecial  fignifications  of  joy 
apd  feftival  folemnity;  with  great  reafon  the  confecra- 
tion  of  a  perfon  to  fo  high  and  facred  a  fun£lion,  as  that 
of  a  Chriftian  Bifliop,  (that  is,  of  a  prince,  or  principal 
paftor  in  (rod's  Church,)  requires  moft  peculiar  teftimonies 
of  our  gratulation  and  content ;  the  face  of  things  ought 
then  to  be  ferene  and  cheerful ;  the  thoughts  of  men  be- 
nign and  favourable  5  the  words  comfortable  and  aufpi- 
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S£RM.  eiousj  that  are  uttered  upon  fuch  occafion.^  And  tha^*^ 
^^^'     ours  at  prefent  (hould  be  fuch,  the  fubjefik  as  well  as  th  ^ 
feafon  of  our  difcourfe  doth  require.    Words  few,  bixf 
pregnant^  and  affording  ample  matter  for  our  beft  aflec-  ' 
tions  to  work  upon :  and  which  more  particularly  will 
engage  us^  both  to  a  hearty  thankfulnefs  for  pad  benefits, 
and  to  a  confident  expectation  of  future  bleffings ;  while 
they  acquaint  us  with  the  ancient  exhibition  of  a  gracious 
promife,  remind  us  of  the  faithful  performance  thereof 
hitherto,  and  afTure  us  of  its  certain  accomplifhment  for 
the  future.*  The  occafion  whereof  was  this : 

King  David,  moved  by  a  devout  inclination  to  promote 
God's  honour,  and  benefit  the  Church,  had  vowed  to 
build  a  magnificent  temple,  imploring  God's  propitious 
concurrence  with,  and  approbation  of,  his  defign.  Where- 
upon Almighty  God  not  only  declares  his. acceptance  of 
that  pious  refolution,  but  rewards  it  with  a  bountiful 
promife,  confil^ing  of  two  parts  4  one  conditional,  relating 
to  David's  children  and  pofterity,  that  they  in  an  unin- 
terrupted fucceffion  fhould  for  ever  enjoy  the  royal  dig- 
nity^ in  cale  they  did  conftantly  perfift  in  obferying  his 
covenant,  and  the  teftimonies  that  he  ihould  teach  them ; 
the  other  more  abfolute,  that  however,  what  he  chiefly 
intended  concerning  God's  eftabliflied  worfliip  and  the 
perpetual  welfare  of  the  Church,  God  would  have  an  ef- 
pecial  care  that  it  fhould  fully  and  certainly  be  accom- 
plifhed :  that  he  would  for  ever  fix  his  refidence  in  Sion ; 
that  he  would  protect  and  profper  it,  and  all  that  did  be- 
long thereto ;  efpecially  thofe  that  did  mod  need  his  fa- 
vour and  afliftance,  the  poor,  the  prie(ls,  and  the  faintSp 
'Ton  (or  gentle  ones.)  This  is  briefly  the  importance  of  the 
general  promilc  wherein  is  comprehended  that  particular 
one  whereon  we  are  to  treat :  and  in  which  we  may  ob- 
ferve, 

1.  The  Promifer,  /. 

2.  The  perfons  who  arc  efpecially  concerned  in  the 
promife,  her  Priefts. 

3.  The  thing  promifed,  clothing  wtthfalvation. 

L  I  fay,  the  Promifer,  i :  that  is,  the  Lord ;  the  moft 
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trne^  the  inoft  conftant/the  moft  powerful  Grod ;  roods  £RM. 
true  and  fincere  in  the  declaration  of  his  purpofe,  mod     XII. 
conftant  and  immutable  in  the  profecution,  moft  power-  — — 
fill  and  uncontrolable  in  the  perfeft  execution  thereof: 
vrhofe  words  are  rights  and  all  whofe  works,  are  done  in  Pfal.  xxxUi. 
truth :  who  will  not  break  his  covenant,  nor  alter  the  thing  *'^^^^^' 
that  is  gone  out  of  his  lips :  whofe  counfeljhalljiand,  andifa.lxvi.io. 
who  will  do  all  his  pleafure,    Thefe  glorious  attributes 
and  pcrfeSions  of  his,  fo  often  celebrated  in  holy  Writ, 
do  ground  our  reliance  upon  all  God's  promifes,  and  do 
oblige  us,  notwithflanding  the  greateft  improbabilities  or 
difficulties  obje£ied,  to  believe  the  infallible  performance 
of  this. 

II.  The  perfons  whom  the  promife  mainly  regards,  her 
Priefts*  Prieftsy  that  is,  perfons  peculiarly  devoted  to, 
and  employed  in,  facred  matters ;  diftinguiOied  exprefsly 
from  the  poor^  (that  is,  other  meek  and  humble  perfons ;) 
and  from  the  faints,  (that  is,  all  other  good  and  religious 
men.)  And,  her  Priefts;  that  is,  the  Priefts  of  Sion  :  of 
that  Sion  which  the  Lord  hath  chofen;  which  he  hath 
defired  for  his  permanent  habitation  ;  which  he  hath  re-  Contm, 
folved  to  re/i  and  re/ide  in  for  ever.  Whence  it  plainly  ^.^J^"** 
enough  follows,  that  the  Priefts  and  Paftors  of  the 
ChrUtian  Church  are  hereby,  if  not  folely,  yet  principally 
defigned.  Which  interpretation,  becaufe  it  is  in  a  man- 
ner the  foundation  of  our  fubfequent  difcourfe,  and  by 
feme  it  may  perhaps  not  be  readily  admitted,  I  (ball  en- 
deavour farther  to  confirm  by  thefe  few  arguments. 

I.  Becaufe  the  covenant  here  mentioned  is  not,  as  to 
the  main  parts  thereof,  of  a  conditional  or  temporary  na- 
ture, but  abfolute  and  perpetual ;  and  muft  therefore  be 
underftood  to  refpe£t  the  Chriftian  Church  :  (that  of  the  Vide 
Jews  being  long  fince  rejefted,  their  temple  demoliihed,  yii^i^"*' 
their  Sion  utterly  forfaken.)  For  although  one  particular 
conudned  therein,  concerning  the  continual  fucceflion  of 
David's  pofterity  in  the  regal  authority  over  Ifrael,  hath 
a  condition  explicitly  annexed;  (and,  confequently,  the 
efieAs  depending  upon  the  performance  of  that  condition 
were  contingent  and  mutable ;)  yet  all  the  reft  of  this  co- 
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SERM.  venant  (or  promife)  is  conceived  in  terms  peremptory 
XII.     exprefsly  importing  perpetuity.     This  is  my  reft  far  ever^ 
TV  nr,  that  is,  as  the  Greek  tranflators  render  it,  tU  ^Moyai 
Tou  alwos,  (infeculumfeculif)  that  is,  to  the  end  of  thi« 
world;  as  §U  euxvet^  tAv  aii¥co¥  denotes  the  end   of  all 
worlds,   or   the  mod  perfect  fempitemity.    And  that  it 
doth  really  in  this  cafe  denote  a  proper  and  unlimited 
perpetuity,  is  alfo  evident  by  thofe  explications  thereof 
in  the  eighty-ninth  Pfalm,  where  the  very  fame  covenant 
is,  as  to    fome  parts    thereof,  more    largely  recorded* 
Vcr.  35,     Once  have  I  /worn    by  my   holinefs^  that  I  will  not  lie 
^^*  ®''       unto  Da  fid:  his  feed  jhall  endure  for  ever^  and  his  throne 
as  the  fun  before  me:  it  Jhall  be  efiablifned  for  ever  as 
the   moon,  and  as    a  faithful   witnefs  in    heaven^   No 
words  can  exprefs  more  fully  a  perpetual  duration,  or 
at  leail  one  co-extended  with  the  duration  of  the  world, 
than  thofe  do.     And  the  Prophet  Jeremy,  referring  alfo 
to  this  very  covenant,  and  particularly  to  this  very  claufe 
Jer.  nxiii.  thereof,  thus  exprefles  the  matter:  Thus  faith  the  Lord; 
Vide  *i  Chi.  U^y^^  ^^^  l^reak  my  covenant  of  the  day,  and  my  covenant 
vii.  16.       of  the  nighty  and  that  there  Jhould  not  be  day  and  night  in 
their  feafon ;  then  may  alfo  my  covenant  be  broken  with 
David  my  fervant,  that  he  Jhould  not  have  a  fon  to  reign 
upon  his  throne;  and  with   the   Levites   the  priefts,  my 
minifters.    But  farther, 

2.  The  completion  of  this  individual  promife  is  both  by 
the  Prophets  foretold,  and  exprefled  by  the  Evangelifts^ 
to  appertain  to  the  times  of  the  GofpeL    Ye  heard  even 
now  the  words  of  Jeremy,  which  are  by  him  applied  to 
Jer.  xxxiii.  tliofe  times,  when  God  would  caufe  the  Branch  of  righ-^ 
**•  teoufnefs  (that  is,  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  our  blefled  Saviour) 

to  grow  7ip  unto  David,  who  Jhould  execute  judgment  and 
Verfc  16.  tighleoufnej's  in  the  land.  In  thofe  days,  faith  he  £irther, 
Jhaii  Judah  be  Javed,  and  JeruJalem  Jhall  dwell  fafely  : 
.and  this  is  the  name  wherewith  Jhe  Jhall  be  called,  (or 
rather,  which  he  Jhall  be  called^  as  not  only  the  vulgar 
Latin  and  the  Greek  interpreters,  but  the  Chaldee  alfo 
read  it,)  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS.  Like- 
wife  in  the  fifty-fifth  of  Ifaiah^   God  thus  invites  the 


A  Conjecration  Sermon.  255 

CjCDtlles:  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me;  heaVy  and  SERM. 
ycur  foul  Jhall  live :  and  I  will  make  an  everltzfting  cove- 


nant  with  you,  even  the  Jure  mercies  of  David:  that  is,  Ufa.  W.  3. 

vrfU  ratify  that  everlafting  covenant,  which,  in  your  be- 

half,  I  once  made  with  David,  and  will  confer  on  you 

tliofe  favours  which  I  faithfully  promifed  him;  relating  to 

this  very  promife  alfo.     For  both  in  Solomon's  prayer, 

(aChron.  vi.)  which  in  all  probability  was  indited  about 

the  fame  time,  and  upon  the  fame  occafion   with  this 

Pfalm,  and  in  the  eighty-ninth  Pfalm,  the  benefits  of  the 

fame  covenant  are  called  the  mercies  of  David.     0  Lord  2  Chron.vi. 

Godj  turn  not  away  the  face  of  thine  anointed,  remember 

the  mercies  of  David  thy  fervant,  faith  Solomon :  and, 

My  mercy,  faith  God,  will  I  keep  with  him  for  evermore,  Pf.  ixxxix. 


24, 


md  my  covenant  fhalljiandfajl  with  him :  and.  My  faith-  y^^ 
fitlnefs  and  my  mercy  Jhall  be  with  him;  that  is,  my  faiths 
fill  {or  fure)  mercy;  ri  S<rt»  maroi,  as  the  LXX.  and  St. 
Paul  with  them  in  the  A&s,  render  this  place  of  Ifaiah.  AfiU  xiii. 
And  in  the  fong  of  Zachary  we  have  one  paflage  of  this  ^^* 
promife  cited,  and  applied  to  the  times  of  the  Gofpel : 
Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who  hath  vifted  and  re*  Luke  i.  6t, 
deemed  his  people;  and  hath  raifed  tip  a  horn  offalvation  in  ^^'  '°* 
thehoufe  ofhisfervant  David;  as  hefpake  by  the  mouth  of 
his  holy  prophets:  viz.  by  the  mouth  of  this  prophetical 
Pfalmift  here,  where  it  is  faid,  There  will  I  make  the  horn 
of  David  to  bud;  and  in  the  parallel  Pfalm  Ixxxix.    In  my  Vcrfca4. 
name  Jhall  his  horn  be  exalted.    To  omit  thofe  many 
plaices  where  bur  Saviour,  in  correfpondence  to  this  pro- 
mife, is  affirmed  to  pojpfs  the  throne  of  his  father  Dayid,  Vide  Luke 
tnd  io  rule  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever.    Moreover,      curcel.  " 

3.  That  by  the  Sion  here  mentioned  is  not  chiefly 
meant  that  material  mountain  in  Judea,  but  rather  that 
myftical  Rock  of  Divine  grace  and  evangelical  truth,  upon 
which  the  Chriftian  Church,  the  only  everlafting  temple 
of  God,  is  unmoveably  feated,  is  very  probable,  (or  rather, 
manifeftly  certain,)  by  the  Prophets*  conftant  acception 
thereof  in  this  fenfe,  when  they  affign  the  charafter  of 
perpetual  durability  thereto.  As  in  Ifaiah  Ix.  where  he^^a-l**^*! 
thus  prophelies  of  the  Chriftian  Church :  The  fons  alfo  of^^'^  ' 
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bERM.  ^^^'^  ^^^^  affli6ied  tkeejhall  come  lending  unto  ihecj  and  ail 
XII.  ikey  that  de/pifed  theejhall  how  themfelves  down  at  thefoles 
of  thy  feet;  and  they  Jhall  call  thee  The  City  of  the  Lord, 
The  Sion  of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael.  Whereas  thou  ha/l 
beenforfaken  and  hated,  fo  that  no  man  went  through  thee; 
I  will  make  thee  an  eternal  excellency,  a  joy  of  many  gene^ 
rations.  Thou  fhalt  alfo  fuck  the  milk  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
fhalt  fuck  the  breajls  of  kings,  &c.      And  the   Prophet 

Mic.  iv.  1.  Micah,  fpeaking  of  the  Iqft  days,  (that  is,  of  the  evangeli- 
cal times,  when  the  mountain  of  the  hovfe  of  the  Lord 
fhould  be  eftabli/hed  in  the  top  of  the  mountains^  faith  thus: 

Vcrfc  7.  And  I  will  make  her  that  halted,  a  remnant ;  and  her  thai 
was  cqft  far  off,  a  ftrong  nation :  and  the  Lord  Jhall  reign 
over  them  in  mount  Sion  from  lienceforth  even  for  ever* 
And  the  Prophet  Joel,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  times,  (when 
God  would  pour  out  his  fpirit  upon  all  Jlejh,)  hath  thefe  . 

Joel  ii.  Q8.  words :  So  Jliall  ye  know,  that  I  am  the  Lord  your  God, 

iii.  16.  dwelling  in  Sion,  my  holy  mountain :  t^en  Jhall  Jerufalem 
be  holy,  and  there  Jhall  no  Jirangers  pafs  through  her  any 
more.  All  which  places  no  man  can  reafonably  doubtf 
and  all  Chriftians  do  firmly  confent  to  refpeft  the  Chriftiap 
Church.  To  which  we  may  add  that  paffage  of  the  au- 
thor to  the  Hebrews,  (ch.  xii.  ver.  2,2,)  But  ye  are  com 
unto  mount  Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  tU 
heavenly  Jerufalem;  that  is,  to  the  Chriftian  Church. 

4.  The  manner  of  this  covenant's  delivery,  and  confir- 
mation by  the  Divine  oath,  argues  the  inconditionate,  irre- 
verfible,  and  perpetual  conftitution  thereof ;  for  to  God'f 
rood  abfolute  and  immutable  decrees  this  mod  augaft  and 
folemn  confirmation    doth    peculiarly   agree.      Sa  the 

Hcb.vi,i7,Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  feeras  to  intimate:  Wherein, 
faith  he,  God,  willing  more  abundantly  to  demon/Irate  thxi 
immutability  of  his  counfel,  (s^nSeT^^oi  to  aiASTo^BTov  r^^  jSovA^,) 
interpofed  an  oath. 

We  may  therefore,  I  fuppofe,  upon  thefe  grounds, 
folidly  and  fafely  conclude,  that  this  promife  doth  princi- 
pally belong,  and  (hall  therefore  infallibly  be  made  good» 
to  the  Chriftian  priefthood ;  to  thofe  who,  in  the  Chriftiaa 
Church,   by  ofi'ering  fpiritual  facrifices  of   praife  and 
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thankfgiving,  by  direfiUng  and  inftruAing  the  people  in  SERM. 
the  knowledge  of  the  evangelical  law,  by  imploring  for     XII. 
aod  pronouncing  upon  them  the  divine  benedictions,  do 
bear  analogy  with,  and  fupply  the  room  of,  the  Jewift 
prieilhood. 

From  which  difcourfe  we  may,  by  the  way,  deduce 
tbb  corollary :  That  the  title  of  prie/i^  although  it  did  (as 
noft  certainly  it  doth  not)  properly  and  primarily  fignify 
I  Jewifh  facrificer,  (or  flaughterer  of  beads,)  doth  yet  no- 
wfe  defence  that  reproach,  which  is  by  fome,  inconiide- 
Btely,  (not  to  fay  profanely,)  upon  that  miflaken  ground, 
»mroonly  caft  upon  it;  fince  the  Holy  Scripture  itfelf, 
i^e  fee,  doth  here,  even  in  that  fenfe  (moft  obnoxious  to 
sxception)  afcribe  it  to  the  Chriftian  paftors.  And  fo 
ikewife  doth  the  Prophet  Ifaiah ;  ^7id  I  will  alfo  take  q/*lfa.lxTi.3i. 
hem  for  priejls  and  for  LeviteSy  faith  the  Lord:  fpeaking 
as  the  context  plainly  declares)  of  the  Gentiles,  which 
hould  be  converted  and  aggregated  to  God's  Church. 
^nd  the  Prophet  Jeremiah:  Neither  f tall  t/ie  priejls  theJtr.xxtm. 
Levites  want  a  man  before  me  to  offer  burnt-offerings ,  and^^' 
0  do  facrifice  continually.  Which  prophecy  alfo  evi- 
lently  concerns  the  fame  time  and  ftate  of  things,  of 
ii^hich  the  Prophet  Malachi  thus  foretels :  For,  from  MeMal.  i.  n. 
ifing  of  the  fun  to  the  going  down  of  the  fame,  my  name 
%all  be  great  among  the  Gentiles ;  and  in  every  place  in- 
mfe  Jhall  be  offered  to  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering.  It 
irere  defirable,  therefore,  that  men  would  better  confider, 
before  they  entertain  fuch  groundlefs  offences,  or  pafs  fo 
uncharitable  cenfures  upon  either  words,  or  perfons,  or 
things.    But  I  proceed  to 'the 

III.  Particular,  which  is  the  matter  of  the  promife, 
iixdhing  withfalvation.    Where  we  may  obferve, 

Firft,  That  the  ufual  metaphor  of  being  clothed  doth  in 
the  facred  dialect  denote  a  complete  endowment  with,  a 
pl^tiful  enjoyment  of,  or  an  entire  application  to,  that 
thing,  or  quality,  with  which  a  perfon  is  faid  to  be 
clothed.  So  is  God  himfelf  faid  to  be  clothed  with  Twa-Pf.xciii.  i. 
jfifly  andjlrength.  And  David  prays,  that  they  might  be  Pf.xzxv.2c1. 
^ihed  with  Jhame  and  di/honour,  that  did  magnify  them-  ^^*  '^ 
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Mic.  iv.  1.  M* 
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. Ji!!_  '^ry/'^";  IVre,  are  faid  to  \lot^e 

y      ''/  •'  :hat  bitter  adverfary  <^f 

"'  '  *t'  himfclfu  ith  an  fin  g^  gs 

^'^''".•/'  ..cheth  of  himfclf,  I  put  on 

'^'  ■  ;  my  judgment  was  a  role 

^^^[''  .idvifes  us  to  put  o}iy  or  to 

^  ['  ".::ally,  Ifaiali  introduces  our 

"  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 

V  God :  for  he  hath  clothed  vie 

•V,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the 

'idegroom  decketh  hirnfelf  with 

ihrncth  hcrfrlf  with  her  jewels. 

•itanccs  we  may  difcern,)  to  h 

.   <  to  be  perfectly  endowed  thcre- 

•.  :ch  it  as  with  a  garment,  which 

..vcrcth  the  body,  fo  that  no  part  is 

.•..:orned  thereby, 

.  what  is  th'dt  fil ration  w^ith  which 

.:  '  1h'  thus  clothed  ?     I  anfwer  :   Sal' 

abfolutely,  and  not  conjoined  with 

'  .  ^or  term  from  which,)  doth  in  the 

•  \'»pcrly  fignify  a  deliverance  from,  or 

>  v>f  inconvenience ;  and,  confequently, 

.;vHhI  things ;  and,  in  effect,  the  fame 

irxos  call  felicity  and  profperity,  or  de- 

•..ilont  to  thofe  :  the  Hebrews  having 

X  .>:d  lb  properly  correfpondent  to  thofe, 

:  n.   Whence  that  title  of  Savioiir^  and 

•,  (o  often  attributed  to  Almighty  God, 

»  ts,  the  Difpenfer  of  all  good  gifts;  the 

.  Alliftcr,  and  Protcftor  of  men  :  and  to 

.Mily  ulbd  for,  to  relieve  the  needy,  to 

..    ,'\\ful ;  to  reftore  the  fick  to  his  health, 

.  -  s  liberty,  the  captive  to  his  country;  to 

.V  -Voni  injury,  and  the  humble  from  con- 

,•;  the  didreflcd  from   imminent  danger, 

..•—.  unjuft  condemnation,  the  flandercd  from 

•  vVaIi  :  in  a  word,  all  the  efleAs  of  God's 
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■s  and  power,  the  whole  work  of  the  Divine  provi-  SERM. 
iiid  beneficence,  are  hereby  exprefled.  XII. 

.  L-  will  recite  one  or  two  of  thofe  many  places  which  """""""""^ 
irirm  this  notion.      Pfalm  Ixxxv.  9.    Surely  his  falva^ 
-  hn  is  nigh  them  that  fear  him,  that  glory  may  dwell  in 
(nir  land.  Hisfalvation  is  nigh  ;  that  is^  his  loving  care  at- 
tends upon  them,  to  affift  and  preferve  them ;  which  in 
Pfalm  cxiv.  ver.  19.  is  thus  otlierwife  exprefled  :    He  will 
fulfil  the  defire  of  them  that  fear  him  ;  he  will  hear  their 
cryj  and  will  fave  them.     And  again,  Pfalm  cxlix.  4.  The 
Lord  takeih  pleafure  in  his  people;  he  will  beautify  the 
neek  with  falvation  ;  that  is,  he  will,  by  his  good  provi- 
dence, difpofe  them  into  a  convenient  and  decent  condition 
of  life.     And  again,  Pfalm  cxliv.  10.  It  is  he  that  giveth 
falvation  unto  kings;  that  is,  by  whofe  gracious  difpofal 
tliey  profper,  and  are  preferved  in  dignity,  plenty,  and 
iafety. 

I  will  not,  by  citation  of  places,  labour  to  confirm  fa 
obvious  a  notion:  it  may  fuffice  for  that  purpofe,  that 
the  fupreme  accomplifliment  of  all  happinefs,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  perfe£l  blifs  in  heaven,  is,  in  agreement  with 
this  Jewifh  acception  of  the  word,  mod  commonly  ftyled 
fidvatUm.  But  I  muft  add,  that,  whereas  falvation  may 
relate  either  to  the  outward  eftate  of  a  man's  body,  life, 
vndibrtunes,  or  to  the  internal  difpofitions  of  the  mind ;  to 
our  prefent  condition  in  this  world,  or  to  our  future  and 
eternal  eftate :  it  doth  feem  here  (I  fay  not,  to  exclude  the 
latter  altogether,  yet)  more  direftly  and  principally  to  re- 
fy^  the  former,  viz.  that  external  and  temporal  wcMarei, 
^idi  is  confpicuous  and  vifible  in  this  world.  My  reafon 
iSi  becaufe  the  other  parts  of  this  prophetical  promife  do, 
in  their  moft  natural  acception,  fignify  that  outward  pro- 
verity  wherewith  God  would  vouchfafe  to  blefs  his 
Church:  that  abundant  leneditiion  (f  her  fiore^  that^a- 
iiiffing  her  poor  with  bread,  that  joyful  exultation  of  her 
fonts,  that  clothing  her  enemies  withjhame,  being  expref- 
fiom  properly  denoting  a  ftate  of  external  good  weal  and 
comfort;  and,  in  confonance  to  them,  require  that  w» 
lihtis  likewife  underftand  this  phrafe ;  the  priefts  being  alfo 

8  ^ 
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SERM.  quefiionlefs  defigned  to  partake  in  this  glorious  felicity  of 
XII.     the  Church.    Which  is  alfo  confirmed  by  other  prophor 

"""""""""^  exes  of  the  fame  tenor  and  intention :  as  particularly 
that  in  Jer.  xxxi.  concerning  the  recoUediion  of  Ifradj  and 

Verfc  14.    redemption  of  the  fpiritual  Sion,  it  is  faid,  Iwillfatiati 
the  foul  of  the  priefts  with  fatnefs,  and  my  people fball  hi 
fatisfied  with  my  goodnefs,  &c. 

Now,  although  we  may  adventure  fafdy  to.  interpret 
the  declarations  of  the  Divine  favour  according  to  the  moft 
comprehenfive  fenfe  of  which  the  words  are  capable, 
where  they  are  conceived :  (it  being  the  manner  of  the 
immenfcly-good  God^  to  exceed,  rather  than  to  be  defi- 
cient, in  the  performance  of  his  word ;  and  to  furpafs  the 
expectations  he  hath  raifed  in  us,  than  anywife  to  difap* 
point  them :}  yet,  however,  the  lead  we  can  imagine  here 
promifed  to  the  priejis  of  Sion,  will  comprehend  thefe 
three  things. 

1.  A  free  and  fafe  condition  of  life :  that  they  be  not 
expofed  to  continual  dangers  of  ruin ;  of  miferable  fuffer- 
ance^  or  remedilefs  injury :  that  the  benefits  of  peace,  and 
law,  and  public  prote£tion  (hall  particularly  appertain  to 
them;  fo  that  their  adverfaries  (if  any  they  happen  to 
have)  (Iiall  not  be  incited,  by  hope  of  reward  or  impunityj 
to  hurt  their  perfons,  rifle  their  goods,  difturb  their  quiet; 
but  that  they  (hall  enjoy  good  degrees  of  fecurity,  liberty, 
and  tranquillity  in  this  world. 

2.  A  provifion  of  competent  fubfifience  for  them :  that 
their  condition  of  life  be  not  wholly  neceffitous,  or  verj 
penurious,  deftitute  of  convenient  accommodations,  oi 
depending  altogether  for  them  upon  the  arbitrary  bene- 
volences of  men,  which  is,  at  bed,  but  a  more  plaufibli 
kind  of  beggary;  but  that  they  ihall  be  furnifhed  witl 
fuch  reafonable  fupplies,  as  are  requifite  to  encouragv 
them  in  the  cheerful  performance  of  their  duty. 

3.  A  fuitable  degree  of  refpedj  and  fo  high  a  ilatioi 
among  men,  as  may  commend  them  to  general  elleeai 
and  vindicate  them  from  contempt :  that  they  be  not  re- 
puted among  the  dregs  and  refufe  of  the  people;  tha' 
their  perfons  be  not  bale  and  defpicable^  their  naoies  madi 
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the  objedis  of  vulgar  obloquy,  their  funftibns  become  SERM* 
proftitute  to  profane  irrifion ;  but  that  fome  cohfiderable     XIL 
authority,  fome  more  than  ordinary  regard  and  veneration  "■"""-""""" 
accrue  unto  them  from  the  high  relations  which  they  bear, 
and  from  the  facred  bufinefs  which  they  manage. 

All  this  at  leaft  (according  to  the  mod  moderate  inter- 
pretation of  the  phrafe)  that  2Lhunda.nt  falvation  doth  im- 
ply, wherewith  God  hath  promifed  to  inve/i  the  priejls  of 


We  may  therefore  prefume,  or  rather  not  prefume,  but 
confidently  rely  upon,  and  comfort  ourfelves  in  the  ex- 
pedation  of  God's  faithful  continuance  to  fulfil  this  pro- 
mife.  We  may  aflure  ourfelves,  that  neither  the  fecret 
envy  of  them  who  repine  at  thofe  encouragements  which 
God's  providence  hath  conferred  on  priefts,  nor  the  open 
malice  of  thofe  that  furioufly  oppugn  their  welfare,  (hall 
ever  prevail  to  overwhelm  them  with  extreme  mifery, 
penury,  or  difgrace ;  fince  no  endeavour  of  earth  or  hell 
can  ever  be  able  to  reverfe  this  everlafting  decree  of  Hea- 
ven, or  to  defeat  that  irrefiftible  power  which  is  engaged 
to  its  execution.  No  inferior  force  can  ftrip  them  naked 
of  that  falvation,  wherewith  the  Supreme  Truth  hath  pro- 
mifed to  clothe  them. 

Which  confidence  of  ours  may  be  improved,  by  con- 
fidering  the  reafons  that  might  induce  Almighty  God  to 
refolve,  and  promife  thus  favourably  in  behalf  of  his 
priefts.  (For  though  we  cannot  penetrate  the  incompre- 
henfible  depths  of  the  Divine  counfel,  nor  (hould  ever  pe- 
remptorily conclude  concerning  the  determinate  reafons 
of  his  aftions :  yet,  when  the  wifdom  of  his  proceedings 
doth  clearly  approve  itfelf  to  our  underftandings,  we  ought 
leadily  to  acknowledge  it,  and  humbly  to  praife  him  for 
it.)  Now  the  reafons  why  Divine  Providence  fhould  un- 
dertake topreferve  the  priefthood  in  fafety,  to  procure  for 
tbem  liberal  maintenance,  and  to  raife  them  above  a  ftate 
of  fcomand  infamy,  may  be  efpecially  thefe  three. 

I.  It  concerns  God's  honour. 

a.  The  good  of  the  Church  requires  fo. 

3.  Equity  and  the  reafon  of  the  cafe  exa£ls  it, 
s  3 
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SSRM.      Ip  prolecuting  which  heads  of  difcourfe^  I  ihall  not 
Xn.     ieem  to  you,  I  hope,  to  tranigrefs  the  rules  of  modefly 
*  or  decency.    There  be  certain  feafona,  wherein  confieflcdly 

it  is  not  only  ercufable,  but  expedient  alfo,  to  connnend 
one's  felf ;  as  when  a  man  is  falfely  accufed,  or  unjuftly 
afflided.  And  with  greater  reafon  fometime  men  are  al« 
lowed  to  praife  the  country  where  they  were  bom  and 
bred,  the  family  to  which  they  are  allied,  the  fociety  to 
which  they  are  more  efpecially  related.  And  if  at  this  time 
l  aflume  the  like  liberty,  the  occafion,  1  hope,  will  apo- 
logize for  me.  It  becomes  not  me  to  be  an  advifer,  mucli 
lefs  a  reprover,  in  this  audience :  may  I  therefore,  with 
your  favourable  permiffion,  prefume  to  be  a  commendcr, 
or,  if  you  pleafe,  a  pleader  for  the  welfare  of  this  liacred 
Order,  although  myfelf  an  unworthy  and  inconfiderable 
member  thereof.     I  fay  therefore, 

I.  God's  honour  is  concerned  in  the  fafe,  comfortaUe, 
and  honourable  eftate  of  his  priefts ;  and  that  upon  ac- 
count of  thofe  manifold  relations,  whereby  they  (land  al- 
lied, appropriated,  and  devoted  to  himfelf, 
Joel  ii.  17.      They  are  in  a  peculiar  manner  his  fervants.     The  Jer^ 
a  Tim.  ii.    ^^^^  ^  ^^  j^,,^^  f^ith  St.  Paul,  mu/i  not  Jirive,  btU  be 
gentle  unto  all  men,  apt  to  teach.    Thefervant  of  the  Lord; 
who's  that  ?  are  not  all  men  God's  fervants  ?  is  not  he 
Lord  of  all  ?     Yes ;  but  a  Cbriftian  prieft,  fuch  as  Ti- 
mothy was,  is  by  way  of  excellency  fo  ftyled.     All  men 
1  Cor.  iv.    owe  fubjeftion,  obedience,  and  homiage  to  God :  but  the 
Rom  XV.    P™^^  ^^®    (^*®  vwighai,  his  Asile^o))    his   minifters,  his 
16.  officers,  liis  immediate  attendants,   his  domeftics,  as  it 

were,  and  menial  fervants ;  that  approach  his  perfon,  that 
tread  the  courts  of  his  houfe,  that  wear  his  proper  badges^ 
that  are  employed  in  his  particular  bufinefs.  And  is  it 
then  for  iGod's  honour,  to  fuffer  them  to  be  abufed,  to 
want  convenient  fuftenance,  to  live  in  a  mean  and  dif- 
graceful  condition  ?  .Would  it  not  redound  to  the  difcre- 
dit  of  an  earthly  prince,  to  permit,  that  the  attendants  on 
his  perfon,  the  officers  of  his  court,  the  executore  of  his 
edias,  (hould  have  the  lead  injury  offered  them,  fliould 
fare  fcantly  or  coarfely,  Ihould  appear  in  a  fordid  garb  ? 
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in  they  not  therefore  by  efpecial  privileges  guarded  from  8ERM . 
iiich  inconveniences  ?    And  fhall  the  great  King  and  Lord     XII. 
of  all  the  world  be  deemed  lefe  provident  for,  lefs  indul-""*"^ 
gent  (not  to  fay  lefs  juft)  unto  his  fervants  ?  fervants,  I 
iay,  and  thofe  not  of  the  lowed  rank,  nor  appointed  to  the 
vileft  drudgeries ;  but  fuch  as  are  employed  in  the  moft 
iKmourable  charges,  and  are  entrufied  with  his  moft  efpe- 
cial concernments. 

They  are  his  ftewards.     A  lijhop,  faith  St.  Paul,  mtffi  beTn.  l.  7. 
Ikmelefsj  as  the  Jieward  of  God,     If  the  Church  be  olxog 
61WV,  God's  houfe^  or  family,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  prieAs  iHm.  iii. 
^  olxo^ftoi,  the  Aewards  of  that  houfe,  the  comptrollers  ^^' 
of  that  family ;  it  is  furely  no  mean  Aation  they  obtain 
therein.    The  diftribution  of  his  bread,  (the  bread  of  life.  Vide  Matt. 
his  holy  word,)  and  the  difpenfation  of  his  moft  precious  j^^^V'^ 
goods,  (the  holy  myfteries,)  are  committed  to  their  care  1. 
and  prudence.     Who  then,  faith  our  Saviour,  is  that  faith-  Luke  xii. 
jvl  and  wife  fiewardy  whom  his  hord  fhall  make  ruler  over  *^' 
his  hovfholdy  to  give  them  their  portion  of  meat  in  duefea^ 
ftm  f    Who  but  the  priefts,  who  are  therefore  ftyled  both    • 
•powTWTf J, ^a/xevoi,  xu/Sfffvjjo-eij,   {prefidentSy  guides,  rulers^) 
and  «i/x€v«j,  {feeders  or  paflors)  of  the  Church  ? 

Yea,  they  are  oJxoSojxoi  alfo,  the  builders  of  that  houfe, 
founding  it  by  initial  converfion,  rearing  it  by  continued 
inftru&ion,  covering  and  finiftiing  it  by  facramental  obfig- 
flktion  of  divine  grace.    As  a  tvife  architeSi,  faith  St.  Paul,  1  Cor.  iii. 
/  have  laid  the  foundation,  and  another  builds  upon  it.  ^^* 

They  are  awegyo)  Ges,  cooperators  with  God;  that  ma-i  Cor.  iii. 
nage  his  bufinefs,  and  drive  on  his  defigns  :  the  folicitors  ^' 
of  hia  affairs ;  the  mafters  of  his  requefts :   his  heralds,  Knitmtu 
that  publifli  his  decrees,  denounce  his  judgments,  pro- 
eiaim  his  pardons  and  a£ls  of  grace  unto  his  fubje£U ; 
that  blazon  his  titles,  and  defend  his  rightful  authority  in 
the  world :  yea,  his  minifters  of  ftate ;  the  minifters  (I  fay, 
abjit  invidia,)  of  his  moft  glorious  fpiritual  kingdom  ; 
(which  is  peculiarly  denominated  the  kingdom  of  God ;) 
the  orderly  adminiftration  of  which,  its  advancement,  its  < 

prefervation,  and  its  enlargement,  are  efpecially  com-  w 

mended  to  their  diligence  and  fidelity.  I 

s  4 


90. 
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S£P  M.     They  are,  lafily,  God's  ambafladors  ^  delegated  by  him 
^^^      to  treat  of  peace,  and  folicit  a  fair  correfpondence  be- 
aCor.T.     twcen  heaven  and  earth.    Now  then,  faith  St.  Paul,  kw 
are  ambqffadors  for  Chrifi,  as  though  God  did  befeech  you 
by  us :  we  pray  you  in  Ckriffs  Jleady  be  reconciled  to  God. 
As  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us :  fee,  they  manage 
God's  concernments,  and  in  a  manner  reprefent  his  per- 
fon.    At  leaft,  if  the  Apoftles  were  more  properly  God'« 
ambaiTadors,  the  prefent  minifters   of   religion  are  his 
agents,  and  refidents  here  among  men,  defigned  to  piir- 
fue  the  fame  negociations  commenced  by  them.    Now 
you  know  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  common  confent  of 
all  men,  all  manner  of  fecurity,  good  entertainment,  and 
civil  refpeft  hath  been  ever  acknowledged  due  to  arobaf- 
fadors,  and  public  miniders  :  their  employment  hath  been 
efteemed  honourable,  their  perfons  held  facred  and  in- 
violable;  and  whatfoever  difcourtefy  hath  been  (hewed 
unto,  or  outrage  committed  upon  them,  hath  been  inter- 
preted done  to  him  from  whom  they  derive  their  com- 
^°^"j|^-    miffion,  whofe  perfon  they  reprefent.  And  fo  truly  the  bad 
you  have    ufage  of  God's  pricfts,  if  not  dire£tly  and  immediately, 
thefV&c    ^^^^  y^^  really  and  truly,  according  to  moral  eftimation. 
Matt.  X.  40.  terminate  on  God  himfelf,  aftd  refle£l  on  his  honour,  and 
4of  *He     prejudice  his  religion  ;  a  due  regard  to  which  cannot  be 
that  re-      maintained,  without  proportionable  refpeft  to  the  mini- 
you,  re-      ft^rs  thereof.     The  bafeft  of  the  people  may  ferve  to  be 
ceiveth       priefts  to  Jeroboam's  calves,  but  not  become  the  miniflry 

him  that         «   ,      ^     ,      ^ ,/-      t 
fcnt  you.    of  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

Do  we  not  fee  the  reverence  of  civil  government  upheld 
more  by  the  fpecious  circumftances,  than  by  the  real  ne- 
ceflity  thereof;  by  the  magnificent  retinue,  and  fplendid 
ornaments  of  princely  dignity,  than  by  the  eminent  bene- 
fits of  peace  and  juftice  fpringing  thence  ?  Shall  not  (not 
only  the  greateft  inward  worth,  but)  the  higheft  nobility^ 
if  bafely  attired,  badly  attended,  flenderly  accommodated^ 
pafs  unregarded,  yea  difregarded  by  us?  men  being  ge- 

« Vide  Mai.  ii.  7.  For  the  priefl's  lips  (hould  keep  knowledge,  and  they 
Aiould  feek  the  law  at  his  mouth :  for  he  is  the  me^en^r  of  the  Lord  of 
hofts.  .  V  .  . 
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ncmlly  either  unable  to  difcern,  or  unwilling  to  acknow-  SERM. 
ledge   excellency  divefted    of   fenfible  luftre.     Religion     ^^^' 
therefore  muft  be  well  habited,  or  it  will  be  ill  refpefted : 
the  priefts  muft  wear  a  comely  (if  not  a  coftly)  livery,  or 
Gk)d  their  mafter*s  reputation  will  be  impaired  in  popular 


Confider  David's  reafoning ;  Lo,  I  dwell  in  a  houfe  ofi  Chron. 
fttfer^,  hut  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  remaineth^"^^'  ^* 
wilder  curtains  ;  and  compare  fuch  difcourfe  therewith  as 
this ;  and  judge  candidly,  whether  they  have  not  fome 
parity  :  Lo,  my  attendants  are  clad  with  the  fineft  purple, 
God's  minifters  are  covered  with  the  coarfeft  fackcloth ; 
my  people  furfeit  with  dainties,  his  fervants  pine  away  for 
fcarcity  ;  my  courtiers  are  refpeftfuUy  faluted,  his  priefts 
Icomfully  derided ;  no  man  dare  offend  mine,  every  one 
may  trample  on  his  officers. 

And  left  we  fliould  imagine  God  himfelf  altogether  void 
of  fuch  refentments,  or  fuch  comparifons  impertinent, 
confider  that  difdainful  expreffion  of  his  ;  If  ye  offer  the  Mtl.  i.  t. 
blind  for  facrifice,  is  it  not  evil  ?  and  if  ye  offer  the  lame 
andficky  is  it  not  evil?  Offer  it  now  to  thy  governor;  will 
he  le  pleafed  with  ihee^  or  accept  thy  perfon  P  faith  the 
Lordofhofts.  The  fame  teftimonies  of  refpeft  that  we 
{hew  our  governors,  God,  it  feems,  expefts  from  us  in  all 
Idnds,  and  may  reafonably  much  greater. 

Nor  is  it  a  matter  of  (light  confideration,  how  plentiful 
proTifion,  in  the  policy  devifed  and  conftituted  by  God 
himfelf,  was  made  for  the  priefts ;  how  God  affumes  the 
immediate  patronage  of  them,  and  appropriates  the  mat- 
ter of  their  fuftenance  unto  himfelf.  The  priefts y  faith  the  Deut. 
TLaw,  the  Levites,  and  all  the  tribe  of  Levi  Jhall  have  no  *^"**  ^*  ^* 
part  nor  inheritance  with  Ifrael ;  they  Jhall  eat  the  offer- 
ings of  the  Lord  made  lyjire,  and  his  inheritance.  There^ 
fore  they  Jhall  have  no  inheritance  among  their  brethren : 
the  Lord  is  their  inheritance.  So  that  then,  it  feems,  no 
man  could  withhold  any  part  of  the  priefts'  maintenance, 
without  facrilegious  encroachment  on  God's  own  right, 
and  robbing  him  of  his  due :  (which  is  the  greateft  fecu- 
rity  of  an  eftate  imaginable.)    How  likewife  (next  to  tht 
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8  ERM.  prince)  the  higheft  dignity  and  authority  was  then  con* 
XII.     ferred  on  th^  priefts :  to  them  the  interpretation  of  law, 

"'  to  them  the  decifion  of  doubtful  cafes  did  appertain ;  with 

fevere  injunctions  to  comply  with  their  determinations. 

Deut.  xvii.  See  how  the  bufinefs  is  inculcated.    If  there  arife  a  mat* 

\\W^'     ter  too  hard  for  thee,  between  blood  dkd  blood,  between  plea 
and  plea,  between  Jiroke  andjiroke,  being  matters  ofcontro* 
verfy  within  thy  gates  ;  then  Jhall  thou  arife  and  get  thee 
up  into  the  place  which  the  Lord  thy  God  Jhall  choofe:  ani 
thou  Jhalt  come  unto  the  prie/ls  the  Levites,  and  unto  ib 
judge  thatjftall  be  in  thoje  days,  and  enquire ;  and  they 
Jball^/hew  thee  the  fentence  of  judgment.    And  thouJhaU 
do  according  to  thefentence  which  they  of  that  place,  whidi 
the  Lord  Jhall  choofe,  Jhall  Jhew  thee;  and  thou  Jhalt  ch- 
ferve  to  do  according  to  all  that  they  inform  thee.    J(> 
cording  to  thefentence  of  the  Law  which  they  Jhall  teach 
thee,  and  according  to  the  judgment  which  they  Jhall  tell 
thee,  thou  Jhalt  do :  thou  Jhalt  not  decline  from  thefentence^ 
which  they  Jhall  Jhew  thee,  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the    \ 
left.    And  the  man  that  will  do  prefumptuoujly,  and  wHi 
not  hearken  to  t/ie  priejl,  that  Jlandeth  to  mini/ier  there  be- 
fore tlie  Lord  thy  God,  even  that  man  Jhall  die,  and  thou 
Jhalt  put  away  evil  from  Ifrael.     Obfen^e  with  how  emi- 
nent a  power  God  then  thought  fit  to  endow  his  priefts*. 
And  though  we  are  not  in  all  cafes  obliged  pun&ually 
to  follow  thofe  political  prefcriptions ;  yet  is  the  reafon  of 
them  perpetual,  and  the  example  venerable :  efpecially 
fince  the  cuftom  of  all  times,  and  the  reafon  of  all  the 
world,  doth  in  a  fort  confpire  to  back  it. 

Gen.  xiv.  The  firft  prieft  we  meet  with  in  Scripture  is  Melchize- 
dek ;  a  king  alfo ;  and  fuch  a  one,  as  the  patriarch  Abra- 
ham, (a  prince  alfo  himfelf,  and,  what  is  fomewhat  more, 
juft  then  a  conqueror,)  in  the  midft  of  his  triumphal 
heights,  was  not  afhamed  to  acknowledge  his  fuperior^  to 
honour  him  with  a  tribute  of  his  fpoils,  and  to  receive  a 

w»  xKriyvtatrfAimv  ol  h^ug  ireix^nffxvy  faith  Jofephus.  The  priefts  were  confti- 
tuted  fapervifois  of  all  things>  and  judges  of  controverfiesj  and  punKhcis  ef 
offences.    3.  in  Apkntm. 
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.  benedijftion  from  him.    The  next  (if  I  miftake  not)  is  Po-  SERM* 
tipherabi  pried  of  On,  whofe  daughter  was  not  thought     XII. 
by  the  king  of  Egypt  an  unequal  match  for  Jofeph,  his  G^^TxIiT* 
chief  favourite,  and  the  next  in  dignity  to  himfelf  in  that*5r 
flourifliing  kingdom.     (Though  fuch  an  alliance  would 
perhaps  be  thought  derogatory  to  the  worftiips  of  our 
days.)     The  third  is  Revel,  or  Jethro,  prieft  of  Midian,  the 
&tber-in*law  likewife  of  the  illuArious  Mofes ;  a  man  as 
of  approved  wifdom,  fo  doubtlefs  of  confiderable  dignity    ^ 
too.    And  the  next  to  him  (in  order  of  ftory)  is  the  vene- 
nhle  AaroQ,  no  meaner  a  man,  than  the  brother  of  him 
who  v9aB  king  in  Jejhurun.     Thus  all  nations,  wife  and  Deut. 
ignorant^  civil  and  barbarous,  were  by  one  common  in-* 
fiinA  (as  it  were)  of  natural  reafon  prompted,  by  confer- 
ring extraordinary  privileges  of  honour  and  convenience  on 
their  priefts,  to  exprefs  their  reverence  of  the  Deity,  and 
their  afie£tion  to  religion  ^. 

I  will  not  ranfack  the  clofets  of  antiquity,  nor  with 
needlefs  oAentation  produce  the  Egyptian  Hierophantae,  Porph.  w%(i 
the  Perfian  Magi,  the  Gaulifti  Druids,  the  Caliphs,  and^'^f;^^^- 
Mufti's  of  other  nations,  to  (hew  what  preeminences  of  Csef.  de 
refped:  they  enjoyed,  what  powerful  fway  they  bore  inu^/vi. 
their  refpeAive  countries ;  how  the  mod  weighty  affairs, 
both  of  peace  and  war,  were  commonly  directed  by  their 
oracular  dilates.    It  (hall  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  the  gal- 
lant Romans,  (whofe  devout  zeal  to  religion  Polybius  Lib.  vi. 
himfelf,  no  efpecial  friend  of  theirs,  could  not  forbear  to 
admire  and  applaud,)  I  fay,  that  the  mofl:  wife  and  valiant 
Romans  did  fet  fo  high  a  value  upon  the  priedly  order, 
that  if  their  principal  magiftrates  (the  praetors  and  confuls 
diemfelves)  did  cafually  meet  with  one  of  Vefta's  priefts, 
they  caufed  immediately  thofe  dreadful  rods,  the  enfigns 
of  their  authority,  to  fubmit ;  and  they  themfelves  re- 
fpeftfulljfgave  place,. as  if  they  meant  to  confefs  thofe 
prieds  in  a  manner  their  betters  b.    Nor  did  they  among 

»  Vid.  Ariftot.  Pol.  vii.  9*     Ovri  ya^  7«»f>'«>'>  'vri  fittveut^dv  it^  mmrutrmm 
rUr  iwi  yof  riv  ^§Xjr£»  ^fivcu  TifAM^eu  rwf  ^tdvf» 

^  n«MW  «^  w^yfMtrm  *?n(AciUt$  %U  vh  Oi«y  ainyir^t  PIhU  in  MaretUo*    Stn» 
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SERM.  them  of  the  moft  noble  extraSion,  and  of  the  bigbeft  dig- 

XII.     nity  in  the  commonwealth,  (even  after  many  glorious  ex- 

ploits  achieved  by  them,)  fcornfully  difdain,  but  did  ra- 

'  ther  ambitioufly  affefl  to  be  admitted  into  the  college  of 
priefts:  infomuch  that,  after  the  diflclution  of  the  re- 
public, the  Emperors  thought  good  to  aflume  the  pontifi- 
cal dignity  to  themfelves,  fuppofing  the  office  too  honour- 
able, the  title  too  magnificent  for  a  fubjed.     For  they 

"*  wifely,  it  feems,  and  honeftly  adjudged  it  no  debafenient 
of  their  quality,  no  diminution  to  their  perfonal  excels 
lency,  to  be  employed  in  the'fervice  of  the  immortal  Gods ; 
whom  they  acknowledged  the  patrons  of  their  country, 
the  proteftors  of  their  fafety :  nor  that  they  lefs  deferved 
of  the  public,  who  rightly  ordered  their  religious  devo- 
tions, than  they  who  prudently  advifed  in  the  fenate,  or 
fought  valiantly  in  the  field  :  for  that  the  good  fuccefs  of 
public  undertakings  did  as  much,  or  more,  depend  upon 
the  favourable  difpofition  of  Divine  Providence,  as  upon 
the  careful  endeavour  of  human  induftry. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  allege  that  fo  grave  and  pertinent 
fpeech  of  Cicero,  which  is  the  exordium  of  his  oration  ad 
Pontifices :  "  Cum  multa  divinity^Si  pontifices,  a  majoribus 
*^  noftris  viventa  alque  in/iituta  funt ;  turn  nihil  prcBcla- 
*'  rius^  qvam  quod  vos  eofdem  et  religionibus  deorum  m- 
"  mortaliuniy  et  Jummce  reip.  prceeffe  voluerunt :  ut  am-- 
*'  p^l/ft^i  ci  clariffimi  cives  rempulL  bene  gerendo,  reli^ 
'^  giones  fapienter  inierpretando,  remp.  confervarent"  A 
wholefome  and  politic  inftitution  he  thought  it,  conduci- 
ble  to  the  public  good  and  fafety,  that  the  civil  and  facred 
authority  (liould  be  united  in  the  fame  perfons ;  that  it 
was  as  well  for  the  intereft  of  the  ftate,  as  for  the  credit  of 
religion,  that  the  priefts  iliould  be  men  of  honour,  or 
(which  is  all  one)  honourable  men  priefts. 

All  which  evinces  plainly,  that  it  is  in  no  wife  ?he  refult 
of  a  generous  heart,  (for  what  nation  ever  produced  fo 
many  brave  fpirits  as  that  ?)  but  rather  proceeds  from  an 
inconfiderate  delicacy  of  humour,  (or  from  a  profane 
haughtinefs  of  mind^)  to  loathe,  as  now  men  do,  and  de- 
fpife  that  employment,  which  in  its  own  nature  13  of  all 
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moft  noble  and  moft  beneficial  to  mankind.  For  if  to  SERM. 
be  a  courtier  in  a  particular  country,  is  of  all  others  the  XII. 
moft  honourable  relation;  and  to  wait  upon  a  mortal 
kuig,  is  accounted  a  moft  worthy  funftion :  to  be  pe- 
culiarly Grod's  fervant,  and  in  religious  addreftes  imme- 
diately to  attend  on  him,  muft  confequently  be  the  moft 
excellent  preferment  in  the  world,  which  is  God's  king- 
dom K  And  if  to  fupply  a  man's  bodily  needs,  to  reftore 
his  liberty,  to  fave  his  life,  be  works  of  generous  benefi- 
cence ;  how  much  more  is  it  fo,  by  good  conduQ:  and  in- 
firu£lion  of  men,  to  adorn  their  fouls  with  virtue,  to  free 
them  from  the  bondage  of  fin,  to  refcue  them  from  eter- 
nal ruin  ? 

Our  magnanimous  ancefiors,  who  erefted  as  well  tro- 
phies of  their  invincible  courage  abroad,  as  monuments 
of  their  incomparable  piety  at  home,  and  equally  by  both 
did  purchafe  immortal  renown  to  their  ingrateful  pofte- 
rity,  (for  not  to  imitate  good  example,  is  the  greateft  in- 
gratitude,) they,  I  fay,  were  otherwife  difpofed ;  to  whofe 
honeft  devotion  we  owe  thofe  handfome  privileges,  and 
thofe  competent  revenues,  which  the  priefthood  ftill  en- 
joys; and  which  are  fo  maligned  by  this  untoward  age, 
not  lefs  degenerate  in  fpirit,  than  corrupt  in  manners : 
when  all  wifdom,  and  virtue,  and  religion,  are  almoft  in 
moft  places  grown  ridiculous :  when  the  ferious  ufe  of 
reafon  is  become  (in  vulgar  opinion)  the  moft  impertinent 
and  infignificant  thing  in  the  world :  when  innocence  is 
reputed  a  mere  defedt  of  wit  and  weaknefs  of  judgment; 
integrity  a  fond  pertinacity  of  humour;  conftancy  of 
mind  and  gravity  of  demeanour,  a  kind  of  fuUen  morofity 
or  imcouth  affedation  of  fingularity ;  and  all  ftridl  prac- 
tice of  Chriftian  duty  incurs  the  imputation  of  fome  new- 
found opprobrious  name,  one  or  other.  No  wonder  then, 
when  religion  itfelf  hath  fo  much  decayed  in  its  love  and 
efteem^  if  the  priefts,  its  profeiTed  guardians,  do  partake  in 

•  Iiane  plus  decet  hominis>  quam  Dei  famulum  nominari  ?  ac  terreni 
quant  oodeftis  Reg^  officialemt  altioris  ducitur  dignitatis  ?  Qui  Clero  mili-- 
cimiQylbrum  anteponit  EccldisB,  divinis  profe^to  humaaa>  ccsleftibus  pieefiBrire 
ctntna  coavincitttr.    Btrn.  EfiJ.  78. 
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SERM.  them  of  the  moft  noble  extraSion,  and  of  the  bigheft  dig- 
XII.  nity  in  the  commonwealth,  (even  after  many  glorious  ex- 
ploits  achieved  by  them,)  fcornfully  difdain,  but  did  ra- 
'  ther  ambitioufly  affefl  to  be  admitted  into  the  college  of 
priefts:  infomuch  that,  after  the  diflclution  of  the  re- 
public, the  Emperors  thought  good  to  aflume  the  pontifi- 
cal dignity  to  themfelves,  fuppofing  the  office  too  honour- 
able, the  title  too  magnificent  for  a  fubjed.  For  they 
"*  wifely,  it  feems,  and  honeftly  adjudged  it  no  debafement 
of  their  quality,  no  diminution  to  their  perfonal  excels 
lency,  to  be  employed  in  thefervice  of  the  immortal  Gods ; 
whom  they  acknowledged  the  patrons  of  their  country, 
the  proteftors  of  their  fafety :  nor  that  they  lefs  deferved 
of  the  public,  who  rightly  ordered  their  religious  devo- 
tions, than  they  who  prudently  advifed  in  the  fenate,  or 
fought  valiantly  in  the  field :  for  that  the  good  fuccefs  of 
public  undertakings  did  as  much,  or  more,  depend  upon 
the  favourable  difpofition  of  Divine  Providence,  as  upon 
the  careful  endeavour  of  human  induftry. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  allege  that  fo  grave  and  pertinent 
fpeech  of  Cicero,  which  is  the  exordium  of  his  oration  ad 
Pontifices :  "  Cum  multa  divinity^j  pontificesy  a  majoribus 
*^  noftris  inventa  aique  iriftituta  funt ;  turn  nihil  pnecla- 
*'  riusy  qvam  quod  vos  eofdem  et  religionilus  deorum  iw- 
"  morialium^  et  fumrnce  reip.  prceeffe  voluerunt :  ut  oni- 
*'  P^Hpfni  ct  clariffimi  cives  rempuhL  bene  gerendo,  reli" 
'^  giones  fapienter  interpretando,  remp.  confervarent.**  A 
wholefome  and  politic  inftitution  he  thought  it,  conduci* 
ble  to  the  public  good  and  fafety,  that  the  civil  and  facred 
authority  (liould  be  united  in  the  fame  perfons  5  that  it 
was  as  well  for  the  intereft  of  the  ftate,  as  for  the  credit  of 
religion,  that  the  priefts  fliould  be  men  of  honour^  or 
(which  is  all  one)  honourable  men  priefts. 

All  which  evinces  plainly,  that  it  is  in  no  wife  Wie  refult 
of  a  generous  heart,  (for  what  nation  ever  produced  fo 
many  brave  fpirits  as  that  ?)  but  rather  proceeds  from  an 
inconfiderate  delicacy  of  humour,  (or  from  a  profane 
haughtinefs  of  mind^)  to  loathe,  as  now  men  do,  and  de- 
fpife  that  employment,  which  in  its  own  nature  is  of  all 
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mod  noble  and  moft  beneficial  to  mankind.     For  if  to  SERM 
be  a  courtier  in  a  particular  country,  is  of  all  others  the     XII. 
moft  honourable  relation ;    and  to  wait  upon  a  mortal 
*■  I      king,  is  accounted  a  mod  worthy  funftion :  to  be  pe- 
culiarly God's  fervant,  and  in  religious  addreffes  imme- 
diately to  attend  on  him,  muft  confequently  be  the  moft 
excellent  preferment  in  the  world,  which  is  God's  king- 
dom ».     And  if  to  fupply  a  man's  bodily  needs,  to  reftore 
his  liberty,  to  fave  his  life,  be  works  of  generous  benefi- 
,  \  I      ^oce ;  how  much  more  is  it  fo,  by  good  conduQ:  and  in- 
V,  I      ftruftion  of  men,  to  adorn  their  fouls  with  virtue,  to  free 
I     them  from  the  bondage  of  fin,  to  refcue  them  from  eter- 
^M     nalruin? 

i  Our  magnanimous  ancefiors,  who  erefted  as  well  tro- 

J,  phies  of  their  invincible  courage  abroad,  as  monuments 
^j*  of  their  incomparable  piety  at  home,  and  equally  by  both 
uttT.  ^^  purchafe  immortal  renown  to  their  ingrateful  pofte- 
upo:  "^»  (*^^^  "^^  *^  imitate  good  example,  is  the  greateft  in- 
gratitude,) they,  I  fay,  were  otherwife  difpofed ;  to  whofe 
dnei:  honeft  devotion  we  owe  thofe  handfome  privileges,  and 
on  c  ^ote  competent  revenues,  which  the  priefthood  dill  en- 
7rih  PY^f  *"d  which  are  fo  maligned  by  this  untoward  age, 
^.|  not  lefs  degenerate  in  fpirit,  than  corrupt  in  manners: 
I  Ts-l  when  all  wifdom,  and  virtue,  and  religion,  are  almoft  in 
F  fl|.  moft  places  grown  ridiculous :  when  the  ferious  ufe  of 
,.^  leafon  is  become  (in  vulgar  opinion)  the  moft  impertinent 
'  j  and  infignificant  thing  in  the  world :  when  innocence  is 
duB-  reputed  a  mere  defeat  of  wit  and  weaknefs  of  judgment; 
^  iptegrity  a  fond  pertinacity  of  humour;  conftancy  of 
j^i  mind  and  gravity  of  demeanour,  a  kind  of  fuUen  morofity 
1-  '  or  uncouth  affedation  of  fingularity ;  and  all  ftridl  prac- 
tice of  Chriftian  duty  incurs  the  imputation  of  fome  new- 
'  found  opprobrious  name,  one  or  other.    No  wonder  then, 

|.v        when  religion  itfelf  hath  fo  much  decayed  in  its  love  and 
,  t        cfteem,  if  the  priefts,  its  profefled  guardians,  do  partake  in 

^  ^  •  Itane  plus  decet  hominis,  quam  Dei  famulum  nominari  ?  ac  terreni 

}fk&         ^um  ooeleftis  Regis  officialem,  altioris  ducitur  dignitatis  ?     Qui  Clero  mill-- 

{  ^         tiaiBy  forum  anteponit  EccldisB,  divinis  profc^o  humaaa>  ccsleftibus  pmftrnt 

r  ^1  itfitHA  oonviDCitur.    Btrn,  EpiJ.  78. 
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SERM.  prefumption ;  his  minding  others  of  their  duty  adjudged 
^^^'  a  forgetfulnefs  of  his  own  condition,  or  a  diforderly  tranf- 
greffing  the  due  limits  thereof:  if  he  be  not  a(hamed  of 
the  truth,  will  not  the  truth  be  afliamed  of  him  ?  Shall 
he  not  prejudice  more  by  the  meannefs  of  his  garb,  than 
further  by  the  force  of  his  reafon,  that  good  caufe  which 
he  maintains  ?  Will  men  refpeft  his  words,  whofe  per- 
fbn  they  defpife  ?  Will  they  be  willingly  counfelled  or 
patiently  reproved  by  him,  whom  they  efteem,  yea,  whom 
they  plainly  fee,  fo  much  their  inferior  ?  No :  the  fame 
words,  which  proceed  from  the  mouths  of  men  in  eminent 
dignity,  are  not  the  fame  when  they  are  uttered  by  thofe 
of  bafe  degree*.  Weak  and  ineffeiSlual  are  the  moft  elo- 
quent harangues  of  beggarly  orators ;  obfcure,  like  them- 
felves,  and  unobferved,  the  moft  notable  diftates  of  poor, 
mercenary  pedants.  The  authority  of  the  fpeaker  doth 
ufually  more  incline,  than  the  weight  of  the  matter.  It 
Ecclus.xiii.was  the  obfervation  of  the  wife  fon  of  Sirach :  When  a 
'  '  rick  manJlipSy  lie  hath  many  helpers;  hefpeaketh  things, 
not  to  he  fpoken,  and  yet  men  jujiify  him  :  the  poor  man 
mifcarriedy  and  they  farther  rebuked  him ;  he  /pake  dip- 
creetly^  and  yet  could  have  no  place.  When  a  rich  man 
Ka>^>jt(rr»  fpeaketh,  every  man  holdeth  his  tongue;  and  his  words  they 
^^iyytrat  cxtol  to  the  clouds :  lilt  if  the  poor  man  fpeakj  they  fay^ 
^xwTc^t  j^f^Q  ^^  thisP  and  ifheftumhley  they  will  help  to  overthrow 
Eccief. ix.  him.  And  Solomon  himfelf  notes  the  fame:  The  poor 
marCs  wijdom  is  defpifedj  and  his  words  are  not  heard.  Not 
only  thofe  that  fwell  with  pride  and  fwim  in  plenty,  but 
even  the  meaneft  of  the  people,  will  be  apt  to  contemn 
his  inftruftions,  whom  they  perceive  in  few  or  no  circum-* 
fiances  of  life  to  excel  them.  If  the  preacher's  condition 
be  not,  as  well  as  his  pulpit,  fomewhat  elevated  above  the 
loweft  ftation,  few  will  hear  him,  fewer  mind  his  words, 
very  few  obey  him.  Job's  cafe  deferves  well  to  be  confi- 
dered.  While  he  flouriflied  in  wealth  and  reputation,  aU 
men  attended  to  hb  counfel,  and  admired  his  difcourfe. 

TLiUtr  Aoyts  yk^  i»  t  mSo^avtrtat  litf^ 

Kix  rZf  htfuf^s/f  murisf  §u  raorit  r3f  »ii.    Sunp,  in  Hecuhm, 
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TheprinceSy  feith  he,  refrained  talking,  and  laid  their  hand  SERM. 
«i  their  mouth :    the  nobles   held  their  peace^  and  their     XII. 
tongue  cleaved  to  the  roof  of  their  mouth.     When  the  ^^^jobxxix.Q 
heard  me,  then  it  hleffed  me;  and  when  the  eye  f aw  me,  it  io»  ii»  ai, 
gave  witnefs  to  me.     Unto  me  men  gave  ear,  and  waited, 
and  kept'  Jilence  at  my  counfeL      After  my  words  they 
fpake  not  again,  and  my  fpeech  dropped  upon  them.     So 
officioufly  attentive  were  all  men  to  Job  in  his  profperity* 
But  when  the  fcale  was  turned,  and  he  became  depreded 
in  eftate,  no  man  minded  either  him  or  his  difcourfe,  ex- 
cept it  were  to  defpife  and  fcorn  both.     But  now,  faith  he.  Job  xk.  i. 
they  that  are  younger  than  I  have  me  in  derifion,  whffefa*  ^'  ^^'  **' 
4h£rs  I  would  have  difdained  to  havefet  with  the  dogs  of  my 
Jhck.     I  am  their  fong,  yea,  I  am  their  by  word.     They 
abhor  me,  they  fly  far  from  me,  and f pare  not  tofpit  in  my 
face:  becasife  he  hath  loofed  my  cord,  and  affliBed  me^.    If 
Job,  a  perfon  who  fo  equally  and  moderately,  yea,  fo 
humbly,  and  courteoufly,  and  bountifully  ufed  his  prof-  Job  xxx. 
perity,  as  we  find  he  did,  was  not  with  (landing  in  his  ad-^** 
fcrfity  fo  generally  flighted  and  abhorred;    what  (hall 
their  lot  be  who  never  enjoyed  thofe  advantages  ?  what 
regard  Ihall  their  wholefome  advice  find  ?  what  efficacy 
their  moft  pathetical  exhortations  obtain?   what  paffion 
their  £aint  breath  raife  in  men's  benumbed  hearts  ?     No 
more^  certainly,  than  their  mean  condition  fhall  procure 
among  men  either  of  friendihip  or  efteem. 

We  fee  therefore  how  Almighty  God,  that  he  might 
conciliate  credit  unto,  and  infufe  a  perfuafive  energy  into 
the  words  of  his  Prophets  and  Apoftles,  was  pleafed  to  dig- 
nify them  with  extraordinary  gifts  of  foretelling  future 
events  and  doing  miraculous  works:  their  do6lrine,  it 
feemSy  (though  of  itfelf  mod  reafonable  and  plaufible,} 
bong  not  fufficient  to  convince  the  hearers,  without  fome 
remarkAble  excellency  in  the  teachers,  challenging  the 
people's  awful  regard,  and  exciting  their  attention. 
Othcrwife  how  pitifully  fcant  a  draught  thofe  poor 
fifliers  of  men  had  caught  by  the  common  allurements  ^ 

*FroT.  xi¥.  9i0t    The  poor  is  hated  even  of  his  own  neighbour:  but  the 
lich  hath  numy  friends. 
VOL.1.  T 
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SERM.  only  of  innocent  life  and  rational  difcourfe^  I  leave  you  to 
XIL  imagine.  And  where  fuch  extraordinary  commendations 
are  wanting,  is  it  not  reafonable  that  the  need  of  them 
ihould  be  fupplied  by  ordinary  and  probable  expedients  ? 
I  might  farther  add,  how  a  neceffitous  and  defpicable 
eftate  doth  commonly  not  only  difturb  the  minds  and  de- 
jeA  the  fpirits  of  men,  but  diftempereth  alfo  their  fouls, 
and  vitiateth  their  manners ;  rendering  them  not  only  ikd 
and  anxious,  (lavifh  and  timorous,  but  greedy  alfo  and 
covetous,  peevifh  and  mutinous,  rude  and  ignorant;  en- 
gages them  in  fordid  company,  and  tempts  them  to  un* 
worthy  courfes.  From  which  one  caufe  how  fcandalons 
efie£ts,  and  how  prejudicial  to  the  Church's  both  honour 
and  fafety,  have  proceeded,  I  need  not  for  to  fay,  finct 
woful  experience  too  loudly  proclaims  it. 

I  might  add,  moreover,  that  the  priefts  do  confer  to  the 
good  of  the  State ;  which  is  fecured  and  advanced  by  the 
fincere  in(lru£tion  of  men  in  duties  of  obedience,  jufiice, 
and  fidelity;  and  by  maintenance  of  good  confcience 
among  men.  So  that,  if  things  be  rightly  confidered^  it 
will  be  hard  to  find  a  better  commonwealth's  man,  than  a 
good  minifler. 

Seeing  therefore  the  good  of  the  Church,  upon  varioui 
accounts,  is  fo  much  concerned  in  the  priefls'  encourage- 
ment, welfare,  and  refpeft,  it  is  very  fitting  they  fhould 
have  them.  Which  confideration  I  conclude  with  that  fe* 
nous  admonition  of  the  Apoflle  to  the  Hebrews,  wherda 
the  fubftance  of  what  hath  been  fpoken  on  this  point  is 
Hcb,  xiii.  Contained:  Oley  your  rulers,  (or  guides,)  and  fubmit  to 
^"^^  them:  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls,  as  they  that  are  to 

give  an  account ;  that  they  may  do  it  with  joy,  and  not 
fch  my«;«y.  K;iifi  complaint :  for  this  is  uhprojitahle  for  you.  'AXtio-inAfs 
yap  T«To*  that  is,  for  this  pays  no  taxes,  quits  nojcoresi 
turns  to  no  axicount,  is  nowife  advantageous  for  you;  but 
rather  (for  there  is  a  lu^lwri^  in  thofe  words)  is  hurtful  and 
detrimental  to  you.     But  farther, 

III.  Common  equity,  and  the  reafon  of  the  cale  ex* 
afts,  that  fafety,  competent  fubfiflence,  and  fitting  re- 
fped  be  allowed  to  the  priefts.    If  you  confider  thdr 
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perfdnal  qualities;  wIk),  I  pray,  do  [commonly]  better SERM. 
deferve  thofe  advantages  than  they  ?  Thofe  qualities,  I  XIL 
lay,  which  refult  from  a  liberal,  a  fober,  a  modeft  educa- 
tion in  the  fchools  of  wifdom,  and  under  the  influences  of 
good  difcipline.  If  birth  (that  is,  at  beft,  an  imaginary 
rdation  to  the  gallantry  of  an  anceftor)  entitle  men  to  ho- 
nour;  if  the  cheap  favours  of  fortune  be  fo  highly  prized 
and  admired;  if  riches  (that  is,  the  happy  refults  of  in- 
doflry  in  trivial  matters)  do  eaiily  purchafe  refpeft :  what 
may  not  they  pretend  to,  whofe  conAant  (and  not  always 
unfuccefsful)  endeavour  it  hath  been  to  deferve  well,  to 
cultivate  their  minds,  and  regulate  their  manners  ? 

True  worth,  indeed,  is  not  confined  to  any  particular 
Older  of  men ;  yet  I  (hould  wrong  none,  by  faying  it  is 
no  where  more  plentifully  to  be  found  than  in  this. 
What  is  it  that  doth  advance  men's  nature,  that  adorns  Vide  Orig. 
their  minds,  that  commends  their  perfons  to  efpecial  rt-?^^}"^^^!' 
gard?  Is  it  knowledge?  The  priejis*  lips  preferve  e7;Mal.  a. 7. 
their  difcourfe  doth  difiufe  it.  Is  it  virtue?  Whence 
have  more  or  greater  examples  thereof  proceeded  than 
from  them  ?  Is  it  piety  ?  It  is  their  proper  bufinefs ;  it 
hath  been  always,  in  fome  meafure,  their  care  to  promote 
it:  that  ignorance  and  barbarity,  dilTolutenefs  and  irreli- 
gioo,  have  not  long  fince,  like  a  deluge,  overfpread  the 
fccc  of  the  world,  none,  I  fuppofe,  will  be  fo  unjuft  as  to 
deny,  in  greateft  part,  due  to  their  vigilant  endeavours. 
Even  thofe  improvements  of  wit  and  eloquence,  which 
tre  employed  to  their  difgrace  and  difadvantage,  mud  be 
acknowledged  originally  derived  from  them. 

Fatdts  they  have  had,  and  will  always  have ;  for  they 

are  men^  and  fubje6t  to  the  common  imperfe£iions  of 

.  mortal  nature:  but  that,  perhaps,  lefs  and  fewer  than 

any  otber  diftinS;  fort  of  men ;  that  as  it  is  their  duty, 

fe  it  bath  been  their  pra£tice,  to  excel  in  virtue ;   and 

Aat  they  have  commonly,  in  effefb,  made  good  St.  Am- 

brofe'a  words.  Debet  prceponderare  vita  facerdotis,  Jicut  Epift.  •?. 

prtepandemt  gratia ;  were  not  difHcult  to  demonftrate,  if 

feemly  to  make  comparifons,  or  to  infift  upon  fo  invidious 

fl  fubjeft;    Nor,  were  they  greater  than  ever  really  they 

T  a 
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8ERM.  have  been,  or  than  ever  malice  could  mifreprefetit  theno^ 
^^^-     fhould  it  be  therefore  equal,  that  the  mifcarriages  of  fome 
fbould  derogate  from  the  reputation  or  prejudice  the  wel- 
fare of  tlie  whole  order. 

But  to  wave  this  plea ;  confider  their  employment*  It 
there  any  office  more  laborious,  more  vexatious  than 
theirs  ;  accompanied  with  more  wearifome  toil,  more  (b- 
licitous  care,  more  tedious  attendance  ?     They  are  de- 

Heb.  xiii.  fervedly  called  watchmen^  being  conftrained  to  ftand  al- 
ways on  the  guard,  to  be  always  wakeful,  attentive,  aAd 
ready  to  warn  the  people  of  approaching  dangers :  and 
Jhepherds  likewife,  being  forced  to  endure  the  varioos 
hardfhips  of  that  uneafy  life,  the  inconveniences  of  all 
weathers,  the  nipping  frofts  and  fweltry  heats,  and  all 
diverfities  of  irkfome  travail ;  they  mud  feed,  they  muft 
guide,  they  muft  defend;  they  muft  feek  the  loft,  and  re- 
duce .the  ftraying  fheep.  What  affiduity  of  ftudy,  what 
earneft  contention  of  foul  are  they  obliged  to  ufe,  in  the 
continual  inftru£i:ion,  exhortation,  and  reprehenfion  of 
the  people;  in  redifying  their  judgments,  fatisfying  their 
fcruples,  removing  their  prejudices,  bearing  their  infirmi* 
ties,  and  fympathizing  with  their  afHiSions  ?  It  is  they 
that  are  engaged,  with  all  their  might,  to  withftand  the 
prevailing  encroachments  of  iniquity,  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  pernicious  errors,  to  deteft  the  falfe  pretences  of  im- 
poftors,  to  confute  the  fallacies  of  fophifters,  to  repel 
the  aflaults  of  all  adverfaries  to  the  truth ;  yea,  if  need  be, 
to  expofe,  not  only  their  deareft  contents  of  life,  but  even 
their  lives  themfelves,  in  the  defence  thereof. 
Lib.  vi.  Eufebius  reports  thus  of  Maximinus :  Tohs  twv  exxAjjo-imr 

cipxovrus  fJi'Ovovsy  w§  alrlovg  tyi$  xoiToi  to  evoiyyiKiov  SiSflwxotXifltf, 
avoupfi(T^on  'TrgooToLTTei.  He  commanded  that  only  the  go^' 
vernors  of  the  Church  (that  is,  the  lijhops)  Jhould  heJUmgh^ 
tered,  as  the  authors  of  the  growth  and  prevalence  ofevan^ 
gelical  doSirine.  Neither  was  it  a  Angular  pra£lice  of  that 
bloody  tyrant;  but,  as  a  thing  of  courfe,  it  conftantly 
follows,  that  wherever  righteoufnefs  and  truth  are  vio- 
lently impugned,  the  priefts  are  fure  to  tafte  deepeft  of 
that  bitter  cup ;  that  their  goods  be,  in  the  firft  placej  fe- 
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qneftered  and  fpoilcd,  their  reputation  ftained,  their  per-  SERM. 
fons  mifufed,  their  lives  facrificed  to  the  perfecutor's  out-     ^^^' 
rageous  malice. 

Is  it  not  reafonable  then,  and  equal,  that  they,  who, 
for  the  fervice  of  God  and  benefit  of  the  Church,  undergo 
fuch  difficulties,  and  are  objefted  to  fo  great  hazards, 
fbould  be  fuftained,  fhould  be  refreftied  by  proportionable 
encouragements  ?     Is  it  not  barbarous  ufage,  to  expeA  fo 
hard  duties  from  them,  to  impofe  fuch  heavy  burthens  on 
them,  and  yet  to  grudge  any  fuitable  comforts,  any  fa- 
tisSeidbry  rewards  to  them  ?     Good  king  Hezekiah  furely 
was  not  fo  minded,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  He  commanded  theaChuxxil* 
people  that  dwelt  in  Jerufalem  to  give  the  portion  of  the^* 
Priejis  and  Levites,  that  they  might  be  encouraged  in  the 
ittw  of  the  Lord :  that  is,  they   might  be  heartened  to 
fiudy,  to  teach,  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them 
by  the  divine  law.     And  St.  Paul  thus  rationally  expof- 
tulates  in  the  priefts'  behalf:  Who  ever  goeth  to  war  at  his i  Cor.  ix, 
own  charges  P  who  planteth  a  vineyard^  and  eateth  not  of'  ^^* 
the  fruit  thereof?  or  who  feedeth  a  flock,  and  eateth  not  of 
the  milk  of  the  flock  P      If  we  have  fown  unto  you  fpi^  \'.de  Rom. 
n/fia2  thingSj  is  it  a  great  thing  if  we  fhall  reap  your  car*  ^^*  ^^' 
mud  things?    Is  it  a  great  thing P  do  you  think  much  of 
it  ? ,   If  you  do,  you  are  unreafonable,  you  are  unjuft,  you 
are  ingrateful.  And  otherwhere  he  thus  very  emphatically 
admoni{hes:  Welefeech  you,  brethren,  to  ^mind  them  which  i  Theff  v. 
labour  among  you,  and  ^prefide  over  you  in  the  Lord,  andl%yi^,^ 
that  admonijh  you  ;  and  to  efleem  them  more  than  exceed- ;;  **'  /?*- 
ingly  {(tBrepex^efKra-ov)  in  love,  for  their  work  (or,  for  their* 
office)  fake:  {fo  i§yov  frequently  fignifies  in  fuch  cafes.) 
And  again :  Let  the  elders  (or  priefis,  o\  vpefrSuTepoi,)  which  i  Tim.  t. 
rule  well,  be  counted  worthy  of  double  honour,  (or  ofdouble^^* 
recompmce:  fo  TjjtAij  alfo  imports.)     Priefts,  as  fo,  for  their 
office  fake,  have  honour  and  reward  due  to  them  ;  which, 
according  to  the  good  management  of  that  office,  are  pro- 
portionably  to  be  augmented  and  multiplied. 

But  fartiher  yet,  abftrafting  from  both  their  perfonal 
worth  and  the  merit  of  their  fervice,  confider  their  condi- 
tion in  this  world,  and  fee  whether  it  doth  not  in  equity 
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6ERM.  challenge  fome  reafonable  provifion  to  be  made  for  tb'eni# 
XII.  j^pg  tijgy  pQ^^  {jy  |.j,g  nature  of  their  profeflion,  fecluded 
from  all  ordinary  means  of  temporal  advancement  ?  Be 
not  thofe  ufual  inlets  of  wealth,  the  court,  the  camp^  and 
the  exchange,  (hut  upon  them,  yea,  barred  againft  them^ 
by  thofe  infuperable  obftacles  of  law  and  cuilom  ?  Can 
they  grow  rich  by  trade,  or  famous  by  feats  of  arms  ? 
May  they  plead  for  others  ?  It  is  well  if  they  be  allowed 
to  do  it  for  themfelves  before  equal  judges.  Yet  are  they 
not  men,  endued  with  human  paflions  and  refentments? 
Are  they  not  citizens,  partaking  in  the  common  intereftt 
of  the  weal  public  ?  Are  they  not  fenfible  of  the  inconve- 
niences, and  capable  of  enjoying  the  benefits  of  this  life  } 
Are  they  not  equally  obliged,  and  would  they  not  bi 
glad,  as  well  as  others,  to  be  in  a  capacity  to  requite 
courtefies,  to  help  relations,  to  gratify  friends,  to  relievt 
the  poor,  to  exprefs  refpeftively  their  humanity  and  their 
gratitude  ?  Skill  they  not  to  ufe  the  goods  of  fortune  (or 
rather  the  gifts  of  Providence)  with  as  much  difcretion,  as 
much  fobriety,  as  much  honour  as  others?  Compare 
things righteoufly,  and  let  reafon judge;  let  experience  be 
examined ;  let  thofe  eternal  monuments  of  their  piety, 
their  charity,  their  hofpitality,  declare  and  teftify..  ShaU, 
slaftly,  the  fruits  of  painful  ftudy,  the  improvement  of 
hopeful  parts,  the  flower  of  vigorous  age  and  ftrength 
fpent  in  the  public  fervice,  tend  only  hither,  to  put  a  man 
into  a  flate  of  ftruggling  with  extreme  contempt  and  pcr 
pury  ?  If  this  be  not,  what,  I  pray  you,  is  naonfirous  ini- 
quity? 

Since  therefore  it  appears  (upon  fo  many  feveral 
fcores)  reafonable,  that  Ahuighty  God  fliould  undertake 
the  proteftion  and  aflert  the  honour  of  his  priefts,  we  may 
pot  only  praife  the  goodnefs,  but  approve  rffo  the  wif. 
dom  of  this  promife,  and  by  the  contemplation  thereof 
ftrengthen  our  faith  in  reliance  thereon.  To  which  pur-» 
pofe  one  confideration  more  may  very  much  conduce,  and 
withal  may  provoke  our  gratitude  to  celebrate  his  truth 
and  ikithfiilnefs  in  making  good,  as  well  as  his  gpodnefs 
and  wifdoni  in  making,  this  promife;  viz.  the  confidering 
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hoHT  continually  hitherto  God  hath  been  pleafed  efTeftually  SERM. 
to  cloihe  his  priefts  with  falvatioiiy  to  provide  abundantly     ^^' 
br  their  fafety^  their  accommodation,  their  relpeft  in  this 
worldj  and  to   deliver  them  from  the  oppoiite   incon- 
veoiences. 

If  we  refle6t  our  thoughts  on  the  firft  ages  of  Chrifti- 
toity,  (not  more  difmal  for  fufiering  than  glorious  for 
piety,)  it  is  admirable  to  fee  how  fincerely  and  paffionately 
the  Chriftian  people  did  then  love  their  priefts  and  paftors ; 
how  liberally,  out  of  their  flender  ftock  and  the  fhipwrecks 
of  their  fpoiled  fortunes,  they  contributed  to  their  mainte- 
nance; what  exceeding  veneration  they  bore  them ;  with 
what  incredible  alacrity  they  fubmitted  to  the  moft  fevere 
difciplines  enjoined  by  them ;  how  willingly  they  followed 
lliem,  though  leading  into  the  jaws  of  death  and  cruel  tor- 
ture :  fo  that,  although  it  was  then  necelTary  for  the  Chrif- 
tian  priefts  to  undergo  the  greateft  hardfliips,  according  to 
the  de6gn  of  Chriftian  religion,  (which  was  to  be  propa- 
gated^  not  by  terror  of  power,  nor  by  politic  artifice,  but 
by  the  invincible  faith,  refolution,  and  patience,  of  the 
profefTors  and  teachers  thereof;)    yet  never  more  may 
they  havefeemed  to  thrive  and  profper,  than  in  that  junc- 
ture of  time,  when  they  enjoyed  the  univerfal  good- will 
and  applaufe  of  good  people,  when  they  unconftrainedly 
embraced  affliftion  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  and  acquired 
thereby  the  certain  fruition  of  a  more  excellent  lalvation. 

But  in  the  fucceeding  times,  when  Chriftianity,  break- 
ing out  of  the  clouds  of  perfecution,  began  to  fhine  over 
all  with  brighteft  luftre;  of  the  glorious  and  happy  fruits 
of  that  illuftrious  triumph  none  did  partake  more  fully 
than  they  who  had  fuftained  the  hardeft  brunts  of  the 
foregoing  conflid:,  and  had  been  the  principal  caufes  of 
the  fuccefs.  Then  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  faithful 
people  refounded  in  the  praife  of  their  victorious  cham- 
j»ons :  then  did  the  emperors  themfelves,  with  arms  out- 
^letched  and  hearts  enlarged,  with  afte£iion  embrace  the 
authors  of  their  happy  converfion :  then  all  laws  prejudicial 
to  their  welfare  were  refcinded,  and  new  ones  were  fubfti- 
tutedj  abundantly  providing  for  their  fecurity,  honeft 
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SERM.  livelihood,  and  due  reverence ;  which  in  progrefs  of  time; 
/^^^-  not  in  the  Roman  empire  only,  but  in  all  other  nations, 
(that  afterwards  did  entertain  Chriftianity,)  were  nowife 
impaired,  but  were  rather  ampliated  and  fortified  by  the 
pious  favour  of  princes  :  the  barbarous  Goths^  and  Van^ 
dais,  and  Lombards,  being  no  fooner  endued  with  any 
degree  of  civility,  or  any  fenfe  of  religion,  than  poflefled 
with  a  hearty  reverence  of  their  biihops  and  priefts. 

And  ever  fince,  (which  is  not  to  be  imputed,  as  fome 
rafhly,  if  not  impioufly  aver,  to  the  prevalence  of  Antichrifr 
tian  iniquity,  but  rather  to  the  providence  of  Divine  Be-^ 
nignity ;  ever  fince,  I  fay,)  till  the  late  commotions  and 
alterations  in  Chriftendom,  they  have  been  the  guardians 
of  others' fafety,>  not  themfelves  deprived  of  prote6lion; 
have  abounded  with  wealth,  rather  than  wanted  fiifte- 
nance;  have  been  the  objeAs  of  envy,  more  than  of  con* 
tempt.  Princes  have  loved  and  cherifhed  them,  have  re- 
lied upon  their  advice,  and  entrufted  them  with  their 
higheft  concernments.  Nobles  have  not  been  afhamed  to 
yield  them  place.  The  facerdotal  robe  hath  been  often 
dyed  with  purple;  and  the  fons  of  mighty  monarchs 
have  not  thought  themfelves  degraded  by  entering  into 
their  order.  And  if  in  fome  particular  places  (before  or 
fince  thofe  changes)  their  condition  hath  not  been  fo  high 
and  plentiful,  yet  hath  it  been  (almoft  ever)  tolerable;  the 
countenance  of  authority  and  the  refpeft  of  the  people 
being  in  good  degree  vouchfafed  them.  Even  in  thofe 
churches,  which  till  this  day  groan  under  the  oppreflSon 
of  infidel  princes,  the  priefts  (by  the  free  permiflSon  of 
thofe  princes)  retain  their  jurifdidion  in  a  manner  as  great 
as  ever;  and  withal  enjoy  a  maintenance  not  altogether 
inconfiderable. 

So  favourable  hitherto  hath  Grod  been  unto  his  priefis, 
fo  faithful  to  his  promife:  which  doth  oblige  us  to  thank 
him ;  which  may  encourage  us  to  hope  in  him ;  which 
may  arm  us  with  confidence  againft  the  prefent  ill-will  of 
thofe  that  wifli,  and  againft  the  practices  of  thofe  that  de- 
fign  our  ruin. 

It  is  true^  this  promife  is  not  affixed  to  all  parts  of  time^ 
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to  all  particularities  of  place,  to  all  determinate  circum-  SERM'* 
fences  of  things.    The  priefts  may,  now  and  then,  here     XII. 
and  there,  in  this  or  that,  fufFer  highly ;  they  may  be  " 

.   ejeded,  be  plundered,  be  degraded,  as  experience  hath 
Ihewed   us.    But  they  may  be  alfo  foon  reftored,  re- 
poflefled,  readvanced,  and   (I  had  almoft  faid)  revenged 
too,  as  the  like  experience  doth  alTure  us.    It  is  not  impof- 
fible,  I  confefs,  we  may  relapfe  into  the  fame,  or  into  a 
more  calamitous  eftate ;  the  obftinate  difaffeftions  of  men 
threaten  it,  and  our  own  mifcarriages  more  dangeroufly : 
yet  the  moft  offenfive  of  thefe  (which  many  honed  men 
diflike,  and  moft  men  exclaim  againft)  have  been  in  as 
Ktter  terms  complained  of   in   almoft    the    firft    ages. 
^^bihiant  pojfejjfionihus,  prcedia   excolunty  auro  inculant,  SM\p,Sev. 
^qucejiui  per  omnia -Jiudent^'    faid  a  devout  writer  of**^'*'*^*'' 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory  about  1300  years  ago.     And  fo  much 
no  man  (without  extreme  uncharitablenefs  and  falfehood) 
can  in  fo  general  terms  impute  to  the  prefent  clergy: 
notwithftanding  which,  God  did  continue  to  vouchfafe  his 
prote£tion  to  them.    They  were  fometimes,  (by  the  inun- 
dations of  barbarous  people,)  and  we  may  again,  (by  na- 
tional concuffions,)*  be  feverely  chaftifed  for  our  faults : 
yet  were  not  they,  nor  fhall  we  be  (at  leaft  every  where 
and  for  ever)  utterly  rejefted.     God  may  vijit  our  tranf-  Pf.  Ixxxix. 
greffions  with  the  rod^  and  our  iniquity  with  Jiripes  :  ne^    *    '  ^** 
verthelefs  his   lovingkindnefs    will   he    not    utterly   take 
from  us,  nor  Juffer  his  fait  hfulnefs  to  fail.     His  covenant 
he  will  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of 
his  lips.     God  may  for  a  time  hide  his  face  from  us; 
bat  he  will  not  for  ever  turn  his  back  upon   us:  the 
honour  of  the  Priefthood  may  for  a  while  be  overclouded 
in   fome  part  of  the  world;  but  (hall  never  totally  be 
eclipfed,  nor  fwallowed  up  in  a  perpetual  night.    While 
God  continues  his  reiidence  in   Sion,   and   defends   his 
Church  againft  the  gates  of  Hell  and  powers  ofdarknefs; 
while  religion   retains  any  fway  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
and  truth  pofTefles  any  room  upon  earth ;  the  priefts  (hall 
not  be  left  deftitute  and  naked,  but  everlaftingly  he  clothed 
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8 £  RM.  with  falvation.  Which  that  it  may  (to  the  glory  of  Q 
^^^*     and  good  of  his  Church)  more  furely  come  to  pafs,  lei 

convert  this  promife  into  a  prayer,  and  fay  with  So 
sCbron.vi.mon,  Now  therefore  arife,  0  Lord  God,  thou  and  thei 
**'  of  thy  Jirength :  let  thy  priefts,  0  Lord  God,  be  clotl 

with  falvation,  and  let  thy  faints  rejoice   m  goodm 

Amen. 


(A 

en 


SERMON  XIII. 


NOT  TO  OFFEND  IN  WORD  AN  EVIDENCE  OF 
A  HIGH  PITCH  OF  VIRTUE. 


James  iii.  2. 

If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  he  is  a  perfect  man. 

IHIS  fentence  {lands  in  the  head  of  a  difcourfe  con- 
cermng  the  tongue,  (that  doubtful  engine  of  good  and 
evil,)  wherein  how  excellent  benefits,  and  hovtr  grievous 
mifchiefs,  it,  as  rightly  or  perverfely  wielded,  is  apt  to 
produce,  how  it  is  both  a  fweet  inflruraent  of  all  good* 
nefs,  and  a  fharp  weapon  of  all  iniquity,  is  pofitively  laid 
down,  and  by  fit  comparifons  illuftrated.    But  fecluding 
all  relation  to  the  context,  the  words  may  well  be  confi- 
dered  fingly  by  themfelves :  and  as  fuch  they  inftru£l  U8, 
aflerting  a  certain  truth ;  they  direA  us,  implying  a  good 
duty.     They  aflert  that  man  to  be  perfeft,  who  offends 
Dot  in  fpeech;    and  they  confequently  imply,  that  we 
fhould  ftrive  to  avoid  offending  therein  :  for  to  le  perfe6ij  Dcut.  niiJ* 
and  to  go  on  to  perfeSiiok,  are  precepts,  the  obfervanccL^'j^g^^^^ 
,  whereof  is  incumbent  on  us.    We  fliall  firft  briefly  ex- Matt.  v.  4», 
plain  the  affertion,  and  then  declare  its  truth ;  afterwards  2  q>j,  iiji. 
we  (hall  prefs  fomewhat  couched  in  the  duty.  J|-     . 

To  offend  originally  fignifies  to  impinge^  that  is,  to  e7  rJ^  i/xi^ 
ftnmble,  or  hit  dangeroufly  upon  fomewhat  lying  crofs  ^^  * ''^^j 
our  way,  fo  as  thereby  to  be  caft  down,  or  at  lead  to  be  | 

dUbrdered  in  our  podure,  and  ftopt  in  our  progrefs:  ^ 
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8ERM.  whence  it  is  well  transferred  to  denote  our  being  throngb 
XIII.    any  incident  temptation  brought  into  fin,  whereby  a  xntA 

'  is  thrown  down,  or  bowed  from  his  upright  date,  and  in- 

terrupted from  profecuting  a  fteady  courfe  of  piety  and 
virtue.    By  an  ufual  and  appofite  manner  of  fpeakingy 

PfaLxxxvU.  our  tenor  of  life  is  called  a  way^  our  converfation  wallt^ 
*  **'       xng^  our  a£i;ions  fiepSy  our  obferving  good  laws  upHghi^ 
nefsy  our  tranfgreffion  of  them  trippings  faultering^  falU 
ing. 

By  not  offending  in  word,  we  may  eafily  then  concdive 
to  be  underftood  fuch  a  conftant  reftraint,  and  fuch  a 
careful  guidance  of  our  tongue,  that  it  doth  not  tranfgrefs 
the  rules  prefcribed  unto  it  by  Divine  law,  or  by  good 
reafon ;  that  it  thwarteth  not  the  natural  ends  and  proper 
ufes  for  which  it  was  framed,  to  which  it  is  fitted ;  fuch 
as  chiefly  are  promoting  God's  glory,  our  neighbour's 
benefit^  and  our  own  true  welfare. 

Jam.  i.  4.  By  a  perfeSi  man  is  meant  a  perfon  accompliihed  and 
complete  in  goodnefs,  one  of  Angular  worth  and  inte- 
grity, a  brave  and  excellent  man,  who,  as  to  the  continual 
tenor  of  his  life,  is  free  from  all  notorious  defe6ts,  and 

A&a  xiii.    heinous  faults ;  like  David,  fulfilling  all  GoiTs  will,  an4 

Pfid.  cxix.  having  reJpeSi  to  all  God*s  commandments  ;  like  Zachary 

$* ,    .        and  Elizabeth,  walking  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordu 

Luke  i.  6.  n     i     \       i  ,i         i  n        rw^t  -^t     %        t 

Gen.  vi.  9.  nances  oj  the  Lord  Olamelejs,     Thus  was  Noah,  thus  was 

Jdb  1*1      Abraham,  thus  was  Job  perfeS.  This  is  the  notion  of  per^ 

fe&ion  in  holy  Scripture  :  not  an  abfolute  exemption  from 

all  blemifli  of  foul,  or  blame  in  life ;  for  fuch  a  perfedion 

is   inconfiflent  with  the  nature  and  (late  of  man  here, 

l^v.  XX.  9.  where  none  with  modefty  or  with  truth  can  fay,  I  have 

made  my  heart  clean^  I  am  pwrefrom  my  Jin  ;  where  every 

Jobix.  90.  man  muft  confefs  with  Job,  If  I  jnftify  fnyfelfy  mine  own 

mouth  Jhall  condemn  me;  if  I  fay^  I  am  perfe&y  it  JhaU 

Ecdef.  vii.  prove  me  perverfe.     For,  There  is  not,  as  the  Preacher  af- 

^^  fures,  a  jvji  man  upon  earthy  that  doeth  good,  andfinneth 

not ;  and.  In  many  things  we  offend  all,  is  our  Apoftle's 

aflertion,  immediately  preceding  my  text ;  which  words 

may  ferve  to  expound  thefe.    In  many  thingSy  faith  he, 

we  offend  all;  that  is,  there  is  no  man  abfolutely  perfect 
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hut  if  ttfof  mdn  offend  not  in  word^  (that  is,  if  a  man  Con-  SERM. 
flantly  govern  his  tongue  well,)  that  man  is  perfeA;  per-    XIII. 
fc&  in  fuch  a  kind  and  degree  as  human  frailty  doth  ad-  ' 

mit;  he  is  eminently  good;  he  may  be  reafonably  pre- 
fnmed  upright  and  blamelefs  in  all  the  courfe  of  his  prac- 
tice I  alley  as  it  follows,  to  bridle  the  whole  body^  that  is, 
qaalified  to  order  all  his  a£tions  jufily  and  wifely.  So  that 
in  efie6t  the  words  import  this ;  that  a  conftant  govem- 
Ance  of  our  fpeech  according  to  duty  and  reafon  is  a  high 
iafiance  and  a  fpecial  argument  of  a  throughly  (incere 
and  folid  goodnefs. 

The  truth  of  which  aphorifm  may  from  feveral  confi- 
derations  appear. 

I.  A  good  governance  of  fpeech  is  a  ilrong  evidence  of 
A  good  mind ;  of  a  mind  pure  from  vicious  defires,  calm 
from  diforderly  paflions,  void  of  difhoneft  intentions*  For 
fince  fpeech  is  a  child  of  thought,  which  the  mind  always 
travaileth  and  teemeth  with,  and  which  after  its  birth  is  Ecclus.xix. 


tra- 


wont  in  features  to  referable  its  parent;  fince  every  man^^^^j 
naturally  is  ambitious  to  propagate  his  conceits,  and  vaileth with 
without  a  painful  force  cannot  fm  other  his  refentments  ;  a  woman 
fince  €fpecially  bad  affeaions,  like  ftum  or  poifon,  ^r®'V**?"iV, 
impetuous  and  turgid,  fo  agitating  all  the  fpirits,  and  fo 
fwcUing  the  heart,  that  it  cannot  eafily  compofe  or  con- 
tain them  ;  fince  a  diflempered  conftitution  of  mind,  as  of 
body,  is  wont  to  weaken  the  retentive  faculty,  and  to 
force  an  evacuation  of  bad  humours ;  fince  he  that  want- 
eth  the  principal  wifdom  of  well  ordering  his  thoughts, 
and  maAering  his  paffions,  can  hardly  be  conceived  fo 
prudent,  as  long  to  refrain,  or  to  regulate  their  depen- 
dence, fpeech ;  confidering  thefe  things,  I  fay,  it  is  fcarce 
pofiBble,  that  he  which  commonly  thinks  ill,  (Iiould  con- 
fiantly  either  be  well  filent,  or  fpeak  well.  To  conceal 
fire,  to  check  lightning,  to  confine  a  whirlwind,  may  per- 
haps be  no  lefs  feafible,  than  to  keep  within  due  compafs 
the  exorbitant  motions  of  a  foul,  wherein  reafon  hath  lofi: 
its  command,  fo  that  qua  data  porta,  where  the  next  paf- 
iage  occurs,  they  ihould  not  ruih  forth,  and  vent  them- 
felvesy    A  vain  oiind  naturally  will  bubble  forth  or  fly 
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SERM.  out  in  frothy  expreffions;  wrath  baming  in  the  breaft  wfU 
XIII.    flame  out,  or  at  leaft  fmoke  through  the  mouth;  ranx* 
corous  impoflhumes  of  fpite  and  malice  will  at  length 
dilcharge  purulent  matter ;  luft  boiling  within  will  foon 
foam  out  in  lewd  difcourfe.     If  the  fbuntsdn  itfelf  is  pol- 
luted, or  infeded,  how  can  the  fireams  be  clear  or  whole- 
Matth.  zii.  fome  ?  How  can  ye,  being  evil,  Jpeak  good  things  ?  faith 
**•  our  Lord  ;  for  from  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth 

Jpeaketh.  A  good  man,  addeth  he,  out  of  the  good  treajure 
of  the  heart  bringeth  forth  good  things;  and  an  evil  man 
out  of  the  evil  treafure  bringeth  forth  evil  things :  £xSaAX« 
vrowigoiy  he  cajleth  forth  ill  things,  as  a  fountain  doth  its 
waters  by  a  natural  and  neceffary  ebullition.  It  is  true, 
that  in  fome  particular  cafes,  or  at  fome  times,  a  foul 
heart  may  be  difguifed  by  fair  words,  or  covered  by  de- 
mure refervednefs :  (hame,  or  fear,  or  crafty  defign,  may 
often  reprefs  the  declaration  of  ill  thoughts  and  purpofes. 
But  fuch  fits  of  diffimulation  cannot  hold ;  men  cannot 
abide  quiet  under  fo  violent  conftraints ;  the  inteftine  jars, 
or  unkindly  truces,  between  heart  and  tongue  (thofe  na- 
tural friends)  cannot  be  perpetual,  or  very  durable :  no 
man  can  hold  his  breath  long,  or  live  without  evaporating 
through  his  mouth  thofe  fleams  of  paflion  which  arife 
Pfal.  xxxiz.  from  fleih  and  blood.  My  heart  was  hot  within  me,  whiU 
I  was  mufngy  the  fire  burned;  then  fpake  I  with  my 
tongue,  faith  David,  exprefling  the  difficulty  of  obftru6k- 
ing  the  eruption  of  our  afTeftions  into  language.  Hence 
•A»Je«*;^«-  it  is,  that  fpeech  is  commonly  judged  the  tnieft  chara£ter 
aI^I^V«^  of  the  mind,  and  the  fureft  teft  of  inward  worth  ;  as  that 
liitreu.       which  difclofeth  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart,  which  un- 

X  Pct»  Hi*  4.  •/  ' 

'locketh  the  clofets  of  the  breaft,  which  draws  the  foul 
out  of  her  dark  recefles  into  open  light  and  view,  which 
rendereth  our  thoughts  vifible,  and  our  intentions  palpa- 
ble. Hence,  Loquere,  ut  te  videam.  Speak,  that  I  may  fee 
you,  or  know  what  kind  of  man  you  are,  is  a  faying 
which  all  men,  at  firft  meeting,  do  in  their  hearts  direft 
one  to  another  :  neither  commonly  doth  any  man  require 
more  to  ground  a  judgment  upon  concerning  the  worth 
or  ability  of  another,  than  opportunity  of  hearing  him  to 
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difcourfe  for  a  competent  time :  yea,  often  before  a  man  SERM, 
hath  fpoken  ten  words,  his  mind  is  caught,  and  a  formal    XIII. 
ientence  is  pafled  upon  it.     Such  a  ftrift  affinity  and 
conneftion  do  all  men  fuppofe  between  thoughts  and 
words. 

2.  From  hence,  that  the  ufe  of  fpeech  is  itfelf  a  great 
ingredient  into  our  practice,  and  hath  a  very  general  in- 
fluence upon  whatever  we  do,  may  be  inferred,  that  who- 
ever governeth  it  well,  cannot  alfo  but  well  order  his 
whole  life.  The  extent  of  fpeech  muft  needs  be  vaft,  fince 
it  is  nearly  commenfurate  to  thought  itfelf,  which  it  ever 
€loiely  traceth,  widely  ranging  through  all  the  immenfe 
firiety  of  objeds;  fo  that  men  almoft  as  often  fpeak  in- 
cogitantly,  as  they  think  filently.  Speech  is  indeed  the 
rudder  that  fteeretii  human  affairs,  the  fpring  that  fetteth 
die  wheels  of  a£lion  on  going;  the  hands  work,  the  feet 
walk,  all  the  members  and  all  the  fenfes  a£t  by  its  di- 
redion  and  impulfe;  yea,  mod  thoughts  are  begotten, 
and  moft  affeftions  ilirred  up  thereby :  it  is  itfelf  mod  of 
our  employment,  and  what  we  do  befide  it,  is  however 
guided  and  moved  by  it.  It  is  the  profeffion  and  trade  of 
many,  it  is  the  practice  of  all  men,  to  be  in  a  manner  con- 
tinually talking.  The  chief  and  moil  confiderable  fort  of 
men  manage  all  their  concernments  merely  by  words ; 
by  them  princes  rule  their  fubjefts,  generals  command 
their  armies,  fenators  deliberate  and  debate  about, the 
great  matters  of  state :  by  them  advocates  plead  caufes, 
and  judges  decide  them;  divines  perform  their  offices,  and 
minifter  their  in(b*u£tions ;  merchants  ftrike  up  their  bar- 
gainSj  and  drive  on  all  their  traffic.  Whatever  almoft  great 
or  finall  is  done  in  the  court  or  in  the  hall,  in  the  church 
or  at  the  exchange,  in  the  fchool  or  in  the  (hop,  it  is  the 
tongue  alone  that  doeth  it :  it  is  the  force  of  this  little 
machine,  that  tumeth  all  the  human  world  about.  It  is 
indeed  the  ufe  of  this  ftrange  organ  which  rendereth 
human  life,  beyond  the  (imple  life  of  other  creatures,  fo 
•xceedingly  various  and  compounded ;  which  creates  fuch 
a  multiplicity  of  buiinefs,  and  which  tranfa£ts  it;  while  by 
it  w«  conomunicate  our  fecret  conceptions,  transfufing 
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SERM.  them  into  others ;  while  therewith  we  infiruft  and  advifa 
XUI.  one  another ;  while  we  confult  about  what  is  to  be  donet^ 
conteft  about  right,  dilpute  about  truth  ;  while  the  whole 
buiinefs  of  converfation,  of  commerce,  of  government* 
and  adftiiniftration  of  juftice,  of  learning,  and  of  religion* 
is  managed  thereby ;  yea,  while  it  ftoppeth  the  gaps  of 
time,  and  fiUeth  up  the  wide  intervals  of  bufinefs,  our  re- 
creations and  divertifements  (the  which  do  conftitute  % 
great  portion  of  our  life)  mainly  confiding  therein,  fo 
that,  in  comparifon  thereof,  the  execution  of  what  we  d^ 
termine  and  all  other  adtion  do  take  up  fmall  room :  and 
even  all  that  ufually  dependeth  upon  foregoing  fpeechy 
which  perfuadeth,  or  counfelleth,  or  commandeth  it. 
Whence  the  province  of  fpeech  being  fo  very  large»  it 
being  fo  univerfally  concerned,  either  immediately  as  the 
matter,  or  by  confequence  as  the  fource  of  our  a&ion^ 
he  that  conftantly  governeth  it  well  may  juftly  be  efleemed 
to  live  very  excellently, 

3.  To  govern  the  tongue  well  is  a  matter  of  exceeding 
difficulty,  requiring  not  only  hearty  goodnefs,  but  great 
judgment  and  art,  together  with  much  vigilance  and  cir- 
cumfpe6iion ;  whence  the  doing  it  argues  a  high  pitch  of 
virtue.  For  fince  the  tongue  is  a  very  loofe  and  verfatile 
engine,  which  the  lead  breath  of  thought  doth  ftir,  and 
fet  on  going  any  way,  it  cannot  but  need  much  attention 
to  keep  it  either  in  a  fteady  reft,  or  in  a  right  motion. 
Since  numberlefs  fwarms  of  things  roving  in  the  fancy 
do  thence  incefTantly  obtrude  themfelves  upon  the  tongue, 
very  much  application  of  mind  and  great  judgment  are 
requifite  to  feleft  out  of  them  thofe  few  which  are  good 
and  fit,  rejecting  all  that  is  bad,  and  improper  to  be 
fpoken.  Since  continually  temptations  occur  provoking 
or  alluring  to  mifcarriage  in  this  kind,  (for  befide  internal 
propenfions  and  commotions  of  foul,  every  objeft  we  be- 
hold, every  company  we  are  engaged  in,  every  accident 
befalling  us,  doth  fuggeft  fomewhat  inviting  thereto ;  the 
condition  of  our  neighbour  moving  us,  if  high,  to  flatter^ 
if  low,  to  infult ;  our  own  fortune  prompting,  if  proiper- 
PUS,  to  boaft,  if  crofs,  to  murmur ;  any  a£tion  drawing 
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from  us,  if  it  pleafeth  us,  fond  admiration,  if  it  difliketh,  SERM, 
harfli  cenfure :  fince,  I  fay,  we  are  thus  at  every  turn  ob-    ^^^' 
noxious  to  fpeak  amifs,)  it  muft  be  matter  of  huge  (kill 
and  caution,  of  mighty  induftry  and  refolution,  to  decline 
it.    We  for  that  purpofe  need  to  imitate  that  earned  and 
watchful  care  of  the  holy  Pfalmift,  which  he  thus  ex- 
prefleth  ;  /  have^  faith  he,  purpofed  that  my  mouth. JhallVi^.xy'xu 
not  offend :  and,  Ifaid^  faith  he  again,  I  will  take  heed  to  pjy^  xtiXx. 
my  ways,  that  I  fin  not  with  my  tongue  ;  I  will  keep  my^- 
mouth  with  a  Iridle^  while  the  wicked  is  before  me*    And 
Qitis  to  maintain  a  confiant  guard  over  his  heart  and 
ways,  thus  in  confequence  thereof  to  curb  and  rule  his 
^)eech  well,  muft  afluredly  be  the  mark  of  a  very  good 
perfon.     Efpecially  conGdering,  that, 

4,  Irregular  fpeech  hath  commonly  divers  more  advan- 
tages for  it,  and  fewer  checks  upon  it,  than  other  bad 
pra£dce  hath.  A  man  is  apt,  I  mean,  to  fpeak  ill  with 
kfs  diflatisfadtion  and  regret  from  within  ;  he  may  do  it 
with  lefs  control  and  lefs  hazard  from  without,  than  he 
can  Si&.  ill.  Bad  a6iions  are  grofs  and  bulky,  taking  up 
much  time,  and  having  much  force  fpent  on  them,  whence 
men  eaiily  obferve  and  confider  them  in  themfelves  and 
othiprs  :  but  ill  words  are  fubtile  and  tranfietit,  foon  born, 
and  as  foon  deceafed;  whence  men  raflily  utter  them 
without  much  heed  before  them,  or  much  refledion  after 
thpm.  Sad  aflions  have  alfo  ufually  vifible  effects  imme- 
diately confequent  on  them  :  but  words  operate  infenfibly 
and  at  diftance;  fo  that  men  hardly  difcern  what  will 
/oUow  them,  or  what  they  have  efTefted.  There  are  alfo 
frequent  occafions  of  fpeaking  ill  upon  prefumption  of 
fecrecy,  and  thence  of  indifturbance  and  impunity ;  yea, 
doing  fo  18  often  entertained  with  complacence,  and  en- 
couraged with  applaufe  :  the  vileft  abufes  of  fpeech  (even 
blafphemy,  treafon,  and  flander  themfelves)  may  be  lafely 
whifpered  into  ears,  which  will  receive  them  with  plea- 
fore  and  commendation.  Bad  language  alfo  in  moft  cafes 
is  neither  ftriftly  prohibited,  nor  feverely  chaflifed  by  hu- 
jnan  laws,  as  bad  action  is.  Whence  ordinarily  the  guilt 
of  this  iDifbebaviour  fcems  little  or  none ;  and  perfons 
yoL.  I.  V 
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8ERM.  much  praftifing  it,  both  in  their  own  conceit,  and  in  the 
^"^'  opinion  of  others,  do  often  pafs  for  innocent.  Men  in- 
deed here  will  hardly  difcern  any  rule,  or  acknowledge 
any  obligation  :  the  tongue  they  deem  is  free,  and  any 
words  may  be  difpenfed  with  :  it  is  fufEcient  if  they  ab- 
ftain  from  doing  grofs  wrong  or  mifchief,  they  have  a 

Pial.  xii.  4.  right  and  liberty  to  lay  any  thing.  Our  lips  are  our  own  } 
who  is  Lord  over  us  ?  fo  are  men  commonly  prone  to  fay^ 
with  thofe  in  the  Pfalm.  Hence  whofbever,  notwith- 
ftanding  fuch  encouragements  to  offend  herein,  and  fo 
few  reftraints  fiom  it,  doth  yet  carefully  forbear  it,  go^ 
verning  his  tongue  according  to  rules  of  duty  and  reafon^ 
may  juftly  be  reputed  a  very  good  man.     Farthermore, 

5.  Whereas  mod  of  the  enormities,  the  mifchiefs,  and 
the  troubles,  whereby  the  fouls  of  men  are  defiled,  their 
minds  difcompofed,  and  their  lives  difquieted,  are  th^ 
fruits  of  ill-governed  fpeech  ;  it  being  that  chiefly  which 
perverteth  juftice,  which  foweth  diflenfions,  which  raifetb 
all  bad  paflions  and  animofities,  which  embroileth  the 
world  in  feditions  and  faftions,  by  which  men  wrong  and 
abufe,  deceive  and  feduce,  defame  and  difgrace  one  an- 
other, whereby  confequently  innumerable  vexations  and 
difturbances  are  created  among  men ;  he  that  by  weU 
governing  his  fpeech  preferveth  himfelf  from  the  guilt, 
difengageth  his  mind  and  life  from  the  inconveniences  of 
all  fuch  evils,  (from  the  difcreet  and  honeft  management 
thereof  enjoying  both  innocence  and  peace,)  muft  hecef- 
farily  be  as  a  very  wife  and  happy,  fo  a  very  good  and 
worthy  perfon. 

6.  His  tongue  alfo  fo  ruled  cannot  but  produce  veij 
good  fruits  of  honour  to  God,  of  benefit  to  our  neigb- 
bour,  of  comfort  to  himfelf:  it  will  be  fweet  and  plear 
fant,  it  will  be  wholcfome  and  ufeful ;  endearing  conver* 
fation,  cementing  peaceful  fociety,  breeding  and  nouiifh« 
ing  love,  inftruifting  and  edifying,  or  cheering  and  com- 

Prov.  xii.  forting  the  hearers.  His  tongue  is  health  ;  his  mouth  is  a 
XV  r  xii'  "'^^'  ^^^  ^^^^  of^if^f  his  lips  di/perfe  knowledge;  heJkaU 
14.  xiii.  a,  lejatl^ed  with  good  ly  the  fruit  of  his  mouth;  every  man 

aiirae!*'  ^«^'  ^if^  ^'^  ^^P^'    ^"^^'  ^^  ^^^  ^^'^^^  ^f^"  ^^lleth  us,  Bxt 
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theefie£b  of  innocent,  fober,  and  well-ordered  difcourfe;  SERM* 
tlie  which  do  much  commend  their  author,  and  declare    ^^^' 
the  excellent  virtue  of  that  tree  from  which  fuch  fruits 
do  grow. 

7.  Laftly,  the  obfervation  how  unufual  this  praftice  is, 
m  any  good  degree,  may  fiiongly  affure  the  excellency 
thereof.  For  the  rarer,  efpecially  in  morals,  any  good 
(Ung  is,  the  more  noble  and  worthy  it  is ;  that  rarity  ar- 
guing fomewhat  of  peculiar  difficulty  in  the  attainment  or 
tbe  achievement  thereof.  Nothing  is  more  obvious  to 
oommon  experience,  than  that  perfons,  who  in  the  reft  of 
their  demeanour  and  dealings  appear  blamelefs,  yea,  who 
in  regard  to  other  points  of  duty  would  feem  nice  and 
jrecife,  are  eittremely  peccant  in  this  kind.  We  may  fee 
divers,  otherwife  much  reftraining  and  much  denying 
fhemielves,  who  yet  indulge  themfelves  a  ftrange  licen- 
tioufbels  in  fpeaking  whatever  their  humour  or  their  paf- 
fion  di^tes.  Many,  in  other  refpe6ls  harmlefs,  (who 
wbold  not  for  any  thing  fmite  or  flay  folks,)  we  may  ob- 
ferve  with  their  tongue  to  commit  horrible  outrages  upon 
any  man  that  comes  in  their  way.  Frequently  perfons 
very  pundnal  in  their  dealings  are  very  unjuft  in  their 
lii^guage,  cheating  and  robbing  their  neighbour  of  his 
rtpotation  by  envious  detraSion  apd  hard  cenfure.  They 
who  abhor  (bedding  a  man's  blood  will  yet,  without  any 
fcraple  or  remorfe,  by  calumnious  tales  and  virulent  re« 
prbaches,  aflSiffinate  his  credit,  and  murdeir  his  good  name, 
although  to  him  perhaps  far  more  dear  and  precious  than 
bit  life.  Commonly  fuch  as  are  greatly  ftaunch  in  other 
eiijoymentB  of  pleafure^  are  enormoufly  intemperate  in 
^itelung,  and  very  incontinent  of  their  tongue :  men  in 
dl  other  parts  of  morality  rigoroufly  fober,  are  often  in 
this  very  wild'  and  diflblute.  Yea,  not  feldom  we  may 
obfisrve,  that  even  mighty  pretenders  to  godlinefs,  and 
zealous  prafU&rs  of  devotion,  cannot  forbear  fpeaking 
things  plainly  repugnant  to  God's  law,  and  very  prejudi* 
cial  to  his  honour.  Thus  it  is  obfervable  to  be  now ;  and 
thus  we  may  fuppofe  that  it  always  hath  been.  So  of 
his  time  St.  Hierome  (or  rather  St.  Paulinus,  in  his  ex- 
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SERM.  cellent  Epiftic  to  Celantia)  teilifies:  ^Such  a  lu/l  ((aidi  be, 
Xlll.  concerning  the  ill  governance  of  fpeech)  of  this  evil  hath 
invaded  the  minds  ofmen^  that  even  ihqfe,  who  have  far  fi»- 
cededfrom  other  vices^  do  yet  fall  into  thisy  as  into  the  h^ 
fnare  of  the  devil.  So  it  appears^  that  among  all  forts  oF 
good  pra6lice^  the  flrid  governance  q(  the  tongue  is  leaft: 
ordinary,  and  confequeQtly,  that  it  is  moft  admirable  and 
excellent.  And  this  is  all  I  fhall  fay  for  confirmation  of 
the  point  aiferted. 

Now  then,  as  it  is  our  duty  to  aim  at  perfedion,  or  ta 
endeavour  the  attainment  of  integrity  in  heart  and  WSe^ 
fo  we  fhould  efpecially  labour  to  govern  our  tongue,  and 
guard  it  from  offence.  To  which  purpofe  it  is  requifite, 
that  we  fhould  well  underfiand  and  confider  the  nature  of 
thofe  feveral  offences  to  which  fpeech  is  liable,  together 
with  the  fpecial  pravity,  deformity,  and  inconvenience  of 
each :  for  did  we  know  and  weigh  them^  we  flibuld  oot 
furely  either  like  or  dare  to  incur  them. 

The  offepces  of  fpeech  are  many  and  various  in  kind  j 
fo  many  as  there  be  of  thought  and  of  adion,  unto  which 
they  do  run  parallel :  accordingly  they  well  may  be  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  the  difference  of  objefts  which  they 
do  fpecially  refpeft.  Whence,  i.  fome  of  them  are  com- 
mitted againft  God,  and  confront  piety ;  2.  others  againft 
our  neighbour,  and  violate  juftice,  or  charity,  or  peace; 
3.  others  againft  ourfelves,  infringing  fobriety,  difcretion^ 
or  modefty ;  or,  4.  fome  are  of  a  more  general  and  ab- 
ftrafked  nature,  rambling  through  all  matters,  and  crow- 
ing all  the  heads  of  duty.  It  is  true,  that  in  moft,  or  in 
all  offences  of  fpeech,  there  is  a  complication  of  impiety, 
iniquity,  and  imprudence;  for  that  by  all  forts  of  ill 
fpeaking  we  iin  againft  God,  and  break  his  command* 
ment  ;  we  injure  our  neighbour,  at  leaft  by  contagion 
and  bad  example ;  we  abufe  ourfelves,  contra6ling  gmltj 
2^nd  expofing  ourfelves  to  punifliment:  alfo  the  general 

^  Tanta  hi^us  roali  libido  mentes  hominum  invafit,  ut  etiam  qui  pracn] 
ab  aliis  .vitiis  receffcrunt,  in  iftud  tamen^  quaii  in  extiemum  diaboli  U' 
4jueum,  iucida^t.    Ad  Celani, 
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vices  of  fpeech  (unadvifednefs  and  vanity)  do  conftantly  SERM, 
adbefe  to  every  bad  word :  yet  commonly  each  evil  -^^^^ 
fpeech  hath  a  more  direft  and  immediate  afpefl:  upon 
feme  one  of  thofe  objefts,  (God,  our  neighbour,  or  our- 
felves,)  and  is  peculiarly  repugnant  to  one  of  thofe  ca- 
pital virtues  (piety,  charity,  and  fobriety)  unto  which  all 
our  duty  is  reduced.  Now  according  to  this  diftinftion, 
I  ftould,  if  time  would  give  leave,  defcribe  and  difluade 
particularly  all  thefe  forts  of  offence :  but  (fince  I  muft 
be  refpeftful  to  patience,  and  careful  myfelf  not  to  offend 
m  (jpeech)  I  (hall  confine  the  reft  of  my  prefent  Difcourfe 
to  the  firft  fort,  the  offences  againft  piety  5  and  even  of 
them  I  (hall  (waving  the  reft)  only  touch  two  or  three, 
mfinuating  forae  reafons  why  we  fliould  efchew  them. 
Thefe  are, 

I.  Speaking  blafphemoufly  againft  God,  or  reproach-  (pf.Uiviii, 
fully  concerning  religion,  or  to  the  difgrace  of  P^^ty,  J^j^^^  ^^j 
with  intent  to  fubvert  men's  faith  in  God,  or  to  impair  5. 
their  reverence  of  him.     There  hath  been  a  race  of  men,  3^^^*"*  * 
(and  would  to  God  that  race  were  not  even  till  now  con- 
tinued) concerning  whom  the  Pfafmift  faid.  They  /peak^Azxiii. 
hftily,Jhey  fet  their  mouth  againft  the  heavens;  who,®'^* 
like  the  proud  Sennacherib,  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  exalt  ifa.  xxxvii. 
their  voice  againjl  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael;  who,  with  the^^* 
profane  Antiochus,  fpcak  marvellous  things  againft  /A^xxxii.  19. 
God  of  gods.    This  of  all  impieties  is  the  moft  prodi-^*^'***'^* 
■gioufly  gigantic,  the  moft  figrial  praSice  of  enmity  to- 
wards God,  and  downright  waging  of  war  againft  heaven. 
Of  all  weapons  formed  againft  God,  the  tongue  moft  no-  lia.  liv.  17. 
'torioufly  doth  impugn  him  ;  for  we  cannot  reach  heaven 
with  our  hands,  or  immediately  affault  God  by  our  ac- 
tions :  other  ill  praSice  indeed  obliquely,  or  by  confe- 
quence  diftionoureth  God,  and  defameth  goodnefs;  but 
profane  difcourfe  is  direfUy  levelled  at  them,  and  doth 
immediately  touch  them,  as  its  formal  obje£ls.    Now 
doing    thus    argueth    an   extremity   both   of  folly  and 
mughtinefs :  for  he  that  doeth  it,  either  believeth'  the 
exiftence  of  God,  and  the  truth  of  religion;  or  he  dif- 
trufts  them.     If  he  doth  believe  them,  what  a  defperate 

U3 
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S£RM.  madneia  is  it  in  him^  adviledly  to  invite  certain  inif- 
^^^^'  chief  to  his  home,  and  pull  down  heavieft  vengeance  opj 
his  own  head,  by  oppofing  the  irrefiflible  power,  andi 
provoking  the  inflexible  judice  of  God !  What  an  aboa^ 
nable  villany  and  bafenefs  is  it  thus  to  abufe  God's  imr 
menfe  goodaefs  and  mercy,  offering  fuch  defpite  to  the 
Author  oi  his  being,  and  free  Donor  of  all  the  good  be 
enjoys !  What  a  monftrous  confpiracy  is  it  of  fiupi^tv 
and  perverfenefs  in  him,  thus  wilfully  to  defy  his  own 
welfare,  to  forfeit  all  capacity  of  happinefs;  to  preci{4T 
tate  and  plunge  himfelf  into  a  double  hell,  that  of  bitter 
remorfe  here,  that  of  endlefs  pain  hereafter !  But  if  \^ 
that  reproacheth  God  and  religion  be  fuppofed  diflruil^ 
of  their  being  and  reality,  neither  fo  is  he  excufable  frofj^ 
like  degrees  of  folly  and  pravity :  for,  befide  the  wild  ep^ 
travagance  of  fuch  difbelief,  againfi  legions  of  cogent  ar- 
guments and  pregnant  tedimonies,  againft  all  the  voice  itf 
nature  and  faith  of  hi^lory,  againft  the  fettled  judgo^e;^ 
of  wife  and  fober  perfons  who  have  flvidied  and  confidere^ 
the  point,  againft  the  current  tradition  of  all  ages,  aii4 
general  con  rent  of  mankind ;  all  which  to  withfland,  np 
le(s  demonftrateth  high  indifcretion  than  arrogance ;  ^>e^ 
fide  alfo  the  palpable  fillinefs  which  he  difplays,  in  cafdkr 
lefsly  (or  for  no  other  caufe  than  foothing  a  fantaftic  hu- 
mour) drawing  upon  himfelf  the  anger  and  hatred  of  ajll 
men  who  are  concerned  for  the  interefts  of  their  religioi|, 
thrufting  himfelf  into  great  dangers  and  mifchiefs  thenoe 
imminent  to  him  both  from  private  zeal  and  public  law; 
befide,  I  fay,  tbefe  evident  follies,  there  is  an  unfufFerabte 
infolence  and  horrible  malice  apparent  in  this  pra£tice.; 
for  it  is  no  lefs  than  the  height  of  infolence,  thus  to  a£> 
front  mankind  in  matters  of  higheft  confideration,  and 
deepeft  refentment  with  it ;  not  only  thwarting  its  cono^* 
mpn  notions,  but  vilifying  the  chief  objects  of  its  higheP: 
refpefl  and  afiedion,  of  its  main  care  and  concernment ; 
fo  making  the  fierceft  invafion  that  can  be  on  its  credit^ 
aiid  charging  it  with  greatefi;  fondnefs.  Who  can  endure 
that  He,  whom  he  apprehends  to  be  his  grand  Pai^i^t^  bis 
beft  Friend  and  Benefador,  his  ^eat  PAtrpn  and  Soyq;- 
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T«Sgn,  fliould  in  downright  terms  be  defamed  or  difpa-  SERM. 
raged  ?    Who  can  patiently  bear  that,  wherein  he  placeth    3^1^- 
his  atmoft  hopes  and  fupreme  felicity,  to  be  exprefsly 
fl^ht^d  or  fcomed  ?  Who  can  take  the  offering  to  do 
this,  othetwife  than  for  a  moft  injurious  refleftion  upon 
his  judgment  and  his  praftice  ?  If  he  cannot  believe  in 
God,  he  may  let  them  alone  who  do:  if  he  will  not 
pfaftife  religion,  he  may  forbear  to  perfecute  it.   He  can- 
not |>tetend  any  zeal;  it  is  therefore  only  pride  that 
moves  him  to  difturb  us.    So  may  every  man  with  all  the 
reafon  in  the  world  complain  againft  the  profane  talker. 
Seeing  alfo  it  is  moft  evident,  that  hearty  reverence  of 
God,  and  a  confcientious  regard  to  religion,  do  produce 
greitt  benefits  to  mankind,  being  indeed  the  main  fup- 
ports  of  commbn  honefty  and  fobriety,  the  fole  curbs,  ef- 
fedually  reftraining  men  from  unjuft  fraud  atnd  violence, 
ftoti*  brntifli  lufls  and  paffions ;  fince  apparently  religion 
(yfefcribeth  the  beft  rules,  and  impofeth  the  ftrongeft  en- 
gftgetadnts  to  the  performance  of  thofe  aftions,  whereby 
Wt  only  men's  private  welfare  is  promoted,  and  ordinary 
cottverfation  is  fweetened,  and  common  life  is  adorned, 
but  alfo  whereby  public  order  and  peace  are  maintained ; 
ftnJd,  as  Cicero  with  good  reafon  judged,  piety  being  re-  Haud  fcio 
UKwcrf,  it  is  probable  that  jujlice  itfeif  (of  all  virtues  the  ^J;^P}P^** 
beft  guarded  and  fortified  by  human  power)  could  wo/Deosfub- 
juhjifty  no  faith  could  be  fecured^  no  focieti/  could  be  pre-  et^m/e? 
firv&d  among  meri;  it  being  manifeftly  vain  to  fancy,  thatfocietashu- 
aflofedly  without  religious  confcience  any  one  will  be  aU^^fg,  et" 
iocid  fubrea,  a  true  friend,  or  an  honeft  man;  or  thaty"^«ccl- 
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any  other  conuderation  can  induce  men  to  prefer  duty  virtus  juf- 
to^  their  prince,  the  profperity  of  their  country,  fide- Jjjj.*  ^^J*" 
lity  toWafd  their  friends  or  neighbours,  before  their 
tfWtL  prefent  interefts  and  pleafure :  fince,  I  fay,  the 
credit  of  religion  is  fo  very  beneficial  and  ufeful  to 
mankind,  it  is  plain  that  he  muft  be  exceedingly  fpite- 
ftj  and  malicious,  who  (hall  by  profane  difcourfe  endea- 
vcrai^  fo  fupplant  or  (hake  if.  He  that  fpeaketh  againft 
God's  providence  hath  affuredly  a  pique  at  goodnefs, 
Itttd  would  not  have  it  predominant  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

^4  ^ 


HffS  •  Not  io  offend  in  JVarAf 

SfiRH.  He  that  difparages  religion  doth  certainly  take  his  aim 
^^^'    againfl:  virtue,  and  would  not  have  it  praSifed  in  the 
w^orld :  lus  meaning  plainly  is,  to  effect,  if  he  can,  that 
men  (hould  live  like  beads  in  foul  impurities,  or  like 
fiends  in  mifchievous  iniquities.    Such  an  one  therefeie 
is  not  to  be  taken  as  a  (imple  embracer  of  error,  but  as  4 
fpiteiul  defigner  againd  common  good.    For  indeed,  were 
Utquos     any  man  aflfured  (as  none  can  upon  fo  much  as  probable 
^^t?eos  grounds  think  it)  that  religion  had  been  only  deviled  by 
ad  officium  naen,  as  a  fupplemental  aid  to  reafon  and  force,  (drawing 
cent?  cic,  them,  whom  the  one  could  not  perfuade,  nor  the  other 
compel,  to  the  pradice  of  things  couducible  to  the  pub- 
lic weal  j)  that  it  were  merely  an  implement  of  policy,^  or 
a  knack  to  make  people  loyal  to  their  prince,  upright  ia 
their  dealings,  fober  in  their  converfations,  moderate  in 
their  paffions,  virtuous  in  all  their  doings ;  it  were  yet  4 
moil  barbarous  naughtinefs  and  inhumanity  in  him  to 
aflay  the  overthrow  thereof,  with  the  defeating  fo  excel- 
lent purpofes:  he  that  fhould  attempt  it,  juflly  would 
dcferve  to  be  reputed  an  enemy  to  the  welfare  of  man- 
kind, to  be  treated  as  a  peflilent  difturber  of  the  world* 

IL  Another  like  offence  againil  piety  is,  to  fpeak  loofely 
and  wantonly  about  holy  things,  (things  nearly  related  to 
God  or  to  religion,)  to  make  fuch  things  the  matter  of  fport 
and  mockery,  to  play  and  trifle  with  them.  But  of  this  I 
(hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  another  Difcourfe. 

III.  Another  grand  offence  againft  piety  is,  raih  and 
vain  fwearing  in  common  difcourfe;  an  offence  which 
now  ftrangely  reigns  and  rages  in  the  world,  paffing 
about  in  a  fpecious  garb  and  under  glorious  titles,  as  a 
gentile  and  graceful  quality,  a  mark  of  fine  breeding,  and 
a  point  of  high  gallantry.  Who,  forfooth,  now  is  the 
brave  fpark  and  complete  gentleman,  but  he  that  hath 
the  (kill  and  confidence  (O  heavens  !  how  mean  a  (kill ! 
how  mad  a  confidence!)  to  lard  every  fentence  with  an 
oath  or  a  curfe;  making  bold  at  every  turn  to  falute  God, 
fetching  him  down  from  heaven  to  avouch  any  idle  prat- 
tle, to  lecond  any  giddy  paffion,  to  concern  himfelf  in 
any  trivial  affair  of  his ;  yea,  calling  and  challenging  the 
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Almighty  to  damn  and  deflroy  him  !    But  fomewhat  to  SERM. 
reprefs  thefe  fond  conceits  and  vile  prances,  let  us,  I    XIIL 
pray,  confider,  " 

1.  That  fwearing  thus  is  mod  exprefsly  and  fkn&iy 
prohibited  to  us*     ^T^y  unto  youj  Swear  not  at  all :  hut  Matt.  ▼. 
kt  your  converfation  be.  Yea,  yea ;  Nay^  nay  ;  for  what'  ^*'  *^* 
fiei^  is  more  than  thefe  cometh  of  evil :  fo  our  Lord  for- 
bids it.    But  above  all  things,  my  lrethren,fwear  not-^-lefti^ta.Y,  la. 
fm  enter  into  condemnation:  fo  doth   St.  James  warn 

igainft  it.  And  is  it  not  then  prodigious,  that  in  Chrif- 
tendom  any  man  (hould  affeQ.  to  break  laws  fo  plain  and 
lb  fevere;  that  it  (hould  pafs  here  not  only  for  a  tolerable, 
but  even  for  a  commendable  practice,  to  violate  fo  mani- 
feft  and  fo  important  a  duty ;  that  fo  dire&ly  to  thwart 
oor  Lord  himfelf  (hould  be  a  thing  not  in  ufe  only,  but 
in  credit  and  requeft  among  Chriftians  ?  What  more  pal- 
pable affront  could  be  offered  to  our  religion,  and  to  all 
that  is  facred  among  us  ?  For  what  refpe£i:  or  force  can 
we  imagine  referved  to  religion,  while  a  pra£lice  fo  in- 
dilputably  oppofite  thereto,  in  a  high  degree,  is  fo  current 
and  prevalent  ? 

2.  Again,  according  to  the  very  nature  and  reafon  of 
tilings,  it  is  evidently  an  intolerable  profanenefs,  thus  un- 
advifedly  to  make  addreffes  and  appeals  to  God,  invoking 
bii  tefiimony,  and  demanding  his  judgment  about  trifles; 
br  more  fuch,  then  it  were  a  high  prefumption  and  en- 
croachment upon  the  majefty  of  a  prince,  on  every  petty 
occafion  to  break  into  his  prefence,  and  to  alTail  his  ears, 
dragging  him  to  hear  and  determuie  concerning  it. 
Whence  the  very  light  of  nature  condemns  this  praftice, 
and  even  heathens  have  loudly  declared  againfl  it,  as  de- 
rogatory to  the  reverence  of  the  duty,  and  unfuitable  to 
the  gravity  of  a  worthy  man. 

3.  Swearing  indeed  is  by  our  holy  Oracles  worthily  re- 
prefented  to  us  as  an  efpecial  piece  of  wor(hip  and  devo- 
tion toward  God ;  wherein,  duly  performed,  we  pioufly 
acknowledge  his  chief  attributes  and  fingular  preroga- 
tives: (his  being  every  where  prefent,  and  confcious  of  all 
we  lay  or  do;  his  goodnefs  and  fidelity,  in  favouring 
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SERM.  truth  and  prote6Ung  right ;  his  juftice,  in  rewarding  ve*^ 
^^^*  racity  and  equity,  in  avenging  falfehood  and  iniquity ;  his 
being  the  fupreme  Lord  of  all  perfons,  and  laA  Judge  in 
all  caufes;  to  (ignify  and  avow  thefe  things  to  God's  glory, 
fwearing  was  inftituted,  and  naturally  ferveth :)  where- 
fore, as  all  other  ads  of  devotion,  fo  this  grand  one  efpe- 
cially  (hould  never  be  performed  without  all  ferious  con- 
fideration  and  humble  reverence ;  the  caufe  {hould  be  cer- 
tainly juft  and  true,  the  matter  worthy  and  weighty,  the 
manner  grave  and  folcnin,  the  mind  framed  to  earned  at- 
tention, and  furnifhed  with  devout  afieflionB.  Thofe  coii- 
ditions  are  always  carefully  to  be  obferved,  which  the 

Jer.  i?.  a.  Prophet  intimates  when  he  chargeth  thus ;  Thou  JhaU 
/wear.  The  Lord  Uveth,  in  truth,  in  judgment^  and  in 
rightemfnefs.  It  is  therefore  horrible  mockery  and  prt- 
fanation  of  a  mod  facred  ordinance,  when  men  prefume 
to  ufe  it  without  any  care  or  coniideration,  without  afiy 
refpe6t  or  awe,  upon  any  flight  or  vain  occafion. 

4.  The  doing  fo  is  alfo  very  prejudicial  to  human 
fociety  5  for  the  decifion  of  right,  the  fecurity  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  prefervation  of  peace,  do  much  depend 
tipon  an  awful  regard  to  oaths  i  and  therefore  upon  their 
being  only  ufed  in  due  manner  and  feafon :  the  fame  do 
greatly  fufFer  by  the  contempt  or  difregard  of  them,  and 
confequently  by  their  common  and  carelefs  ufe.  They 
are  the  fureft  bonds  by  which  the  confciences  of  men  are 
tied  to  the  atteftation  of  truth  and  obfervance  of  faith ; 
the  which  as  by  rare  and  reverent  ufe  they  are  kept  firm 
and  filft,  fo  by  frequent  and  negligent  application  of  them 
(by  their  proftitution  to  every  light  and  toyifh  matter) 
they  are  quite  diflblved,  or  much  flackened.  Whenct 
the  public  feems  much  concerned  that  thiff  enormity 
fliould  be  retrenched.  For  if  oaths  generally  become 
cheap  and  vile,  what  will  that  of  allegiance  fignify?  If 
men  are  wont  to  dally  with  fwearing  every  where,  can 
they  be  expefted  to  be  ftrift  and  ferious  therein  at  the 
bar,  or  in  the  church  ?  Will  they  regard  the  teftimony 
of  God,  or  dread  his  judgment,  in  one  place,  or  at 
one  time,  when  as  every  where  continually  (upon  any, 
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^pou  no  occasion)  they  dare  to  confront  and  contemn  SERM. 
them?  XIII, 

5.  This  way  of  fwearing  is  alfo  a  very  uncivil  and  un- 
mannerly pra£ldce.  It  is  not  only  a  grofs  rudenefs  to- 
ward the  main  body  of  men^  who  juftly  reverence  the 
i)june  of  God,  and  loathe  fuch  abufes  thereof;  not  only 
HO  infolent  defiance  to  the  common  profeflion  and  law  of 
^  country,  which  difallows  and  condemns  it ;  but  it  is 
wy  odious  and  offenfive  to  any  particular  fociety,  if  at 
ieaft  there  be  one  fober  perfon  therein  2  for  to  any  fuch 
perfoa  (who  retains  a  fenfe  of  goodnefs,  or  is  anywife 
Qoncerned  for  God^s  honour)  no  language  or  behaviour 
can  he  more  dilguftful ;  nothing  can  more  grate  the  ears 
9r  fret  the  heart  of  fuch  an  one,  than  this  kind  of  talk : 
to  give  him  the  lie  were  a  compliment,  to  fpit  in  his  face 
were  an  obligation,  in  companion  thereto.  Wherefore  it 
18  a.  wonder,  that  any  perfon,  having  in  him  a  fpark  of  in- 
genuity, or  at  all  pretending  to  good  manners,  ihould  find 
in  his  heart  or  deign  to  ufe  it. 

6*  This  pra£Uce  alfo  much  derogateth  from  the  credit 
of  him  thp,t  ufeth  it,  rendering  the  truth  of  whatever  he 
lays  in  reafou  and  juftice  fufpe£ted.  For  he  that  is  fo  void 
of  cqnfcience  as  to  fwear  vainly,  what  can  engage  him  to 
fpeat;  truly  ?  He  that  is  fo  loofo  in  one  fuch  point  of  obe- 
dju^nce  to  God  and  reafpn,  why  fhould  we  conceive  him 
in  regard  to  another  ? 

7.  \t  can  be  furely  no  wrong  to  diftruft  him,  fince  he 
iojIpUes  himlelf  not  to  be,  even  in  bis  own  opinion,  a  cre- 
^ii^  perfon  5  fince  be  judges  not  his  own  bare  afiirmation 

ta  4efeffve  belief.     For  why,  if  he  takes  his  word  to  beTantusia 
(PjBipetently  good,  doth  he  back  it  with  fuch  aflevera- amojut 
tictna?  why  unprovoked  calls  he  God  to  witnefs,  if  he  ^l^i^^.**** 
ttunka  his  own  honefty  fufHcient  to  afTure  the  truth  ofrauimpu. 
vrhaX  he  fays?    An  hpneft  man,  methinks,  (hould  fcom***'  '^"^* 
t|u^  to  invalidate  his  own  credit,  or  to  d^tradt  from  the 
aothority  of  his;  word,  which  (hould  (land  firm  upon  itfeM> 
^d  not  want  an  oath  to  fupport  it. 

8.  To  excufe  this,  the  fwearer  muft  be  forced  to  con- 
C^  a^otjbpr  i^ly  iisiuk  in  fpeaking^  that  is^  impertineBce, 


joo  Noi  to  ^,ffend  in  fFord, 

SESM.  or  ofing  of  wafie  and  infignifjcant  words ;  to  be  chasgod 
3^^^^'  wherewith  he  is  indeed  however  unaroidaWy  liable.  For 
oatlif,  am  they  i>alii  commonly,  are  mere  excrefcenees  of 
fpeech>  which  do  nothing  elfe  but  encumber  and  deform 
it ;  they  embdliOi  difcourfe,  juft  as  a  wen  or  a  fcab  does 
beautify  a  face ;  as  a  fpot  or  a  patch  do  adorn  a  garment. 
For  to  what  purpofe,  I  pray,  is  God's  name  haled  into 
our  idle  talk?  Why  fhould  we  fo  often  mention  him,  when 
we  never  mean  any  thing  about  him  ?  Into  every  fentenoe 
to  foift  a  dog,  or  a  horfe,  would  altogether  be  as  proper 

ii^H  «»«•    and  pertinent.    Thcfe  fuperfluous  words  iignify  nothing, 

T^Jf^jJ;^  but  that  the  fpeaker  little  (killcth  the  ufe  of  fpeecb,or 
the  rule  of  converfiation,  but  meaneth  to  prate  any  thing 
without  wit  or  judgment;  that  his  fancy  is  very  beg' 
garly,  and  craves  tlic  aid  of  any  impertinency  to  relieve 
it.  One  would  think  that  a  man  of  fenfe  (hould  gmtch 
to  lend  his  ears,  or  incline  his  attention^  to  foch  patid 
ftuflf;  that  without  naufeating  he  fhould  not  endure  to  bt 
men  lavifli  time,  and  fquandcr  breath  fo  frivolouily. 

9.  In  fine,  this  offence  is  particularly  mofl  inexcufaUe, 
in  that  it  fcarce  hath  any  temptation  to  it,  w  bringeth 
with  it  any  advantage ;  fo  that  it  is  unaccountable  what 
(befide  mere  vatvity  or  |>erverfencf8)  fhould  difpofe  men 
thereto.  It  gratifieth  no  fenfe,  it  yieldeth  no  profit,  it 
procureth  no  honour :  for  the  found  of  it  is  not  very  me- 
lodious, nor  furely  was  any  man  ever  preferred  for  it,  or 
got  an  cflate  thereby  ;  it  rather  to  any  good  ear  maketh 
a  horrid  and  jarring  r»oife,  it  rather  produceth  difpleafure, 
damage,  and  difgrace.  Wherefore  of  all  dealers  in  fin  the 
fwearcr  is  apparcr»tly  the  fillicft,  and  maketh  the  worft 
bargains  for  hhnfeli ;  for  he  finneth  gratis,  and,  like  thofe 

If*.  III.  8'  in  the  Prophet,  fdlelh  his  foul  for  nothing.  An  epicure 
hath  fome  reafon,  and  an  extortioner  is  a  man  of  wifdom, 
if  compared  to  him  ;  for  they  enjoy  fome  pleafure,  or  ac- 
quire fome  gain  here,  in  lieu  of  their  falvation  hereafter. 
But  he  offends  heaven,  and  abandons  happinefs,  he  knows 
not  why,  nor  for  what  j  a  fond  humour  pofTefTcs  him,  he 
inconfiderately  follows  a  herd  of  fops,  he  aflTefts  to  play 
the  ape;  that  is  all  he  can  fay  for  himfelf.    Let  me  be 
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pardoned,  if  juft  indignation  againft  a  wickednefs  fo  con-  SERM. 
temptible,  fo  heinous,  and  fo  fenfelefs,  and  withal  fo  no-    XIII. 
toriousy  and  fo  rife  among  us,  doth  extort  from  me  Ian- 
guage  fomewhat  tart  and  vehement. 

If  men  would  then  but  a  little  confider  things,  furely 
this  fcurvy  fafliion  would  be  foon  difcarded,  much  fitter 
for  the  fcum  of  the  people  than  for  the  flower  of  the  gen- 
try; yea  rather,  much  below  any  man  endued  with  a 
fcrap  of  reafon,  not  to  fay  with  a  grain  of  religion.  Could 
we  bethink  ourfelves,  certainly  modeft,  fober,  and  perti- 
nent difcourfe  would  appear  far  more  generous  and 
manly,  than  fuch  wild  heftoring  God  Almighty,  fuch 
mde  infulting  over  the  received  laws,  fuch  ruffianly  fwag- 
gering  againft  fobriety  and  goodnefs.  If  gentlemen  would 
regard  the  virtues  of  their  anceftors,  (that  gallant  cou- 
rage, that  folid  wifdom,  that  noble  courtefy,  which  firft 
iadvanced  their  families^  and  fevered  them  from  the  vul- 
ipr,)  this  degenerate  wantonnefs  and  dirtinefs  of  fpeech 
would  return  to  the  dunghill^  or  rather  (which  God 
grant)  would  be  quite  baniflied  from  the  world. 

Finally,  as  to  this  whole  pointy  about  not  offending  in 
our  fpeech  againft  piety,  we  (hould  confider,  that  as  we 
Durfelves,-  with  all  our  members  and  powers,  were  chiefly 
jdefigned  and  framed  to  ferve  and  glorify  our  Maker ;  (it 
being  withal  the  greateft  perfeAion  of  our  nature,  and 
the  nobleft  privilege  thereof  fo  to  do ;)  fo  efpecially  our 
tongue  and  fpeaking  faculty  were  given  us  to  declare  our 
^miration  and  reverence  of  him,  to  exprefs  our  love  and 
gratitude  toward  him,  to  celebrate  his  praifes^  to  acknow- 
ledge his  benefits,  to  promote  his  honour  and  fervice. 
This  confequently  is  the  moft  proper  and  worthy  ufe 
thereof;  from  this  it  becomes  in  efleft  what  the  Pfalmift 
fo  often  terms  it,  our  glory ^  and  the  beft  member  we  pf.  xv\.  9. 
have;  as  that  whereby  we  far  excel  all  creatures  here™-^^* 
below ;  that  whereby  we  confort  with  the  blefled  angels  cviii.  1, 
above,  in  diftindt  utterance  of  praife  to  our  Creator. 
Wherefore  applying  it  to  any  impious  difcourfe,  (tending  , 

any  wife  to 'the  diftionour  of  God,  or  difparagement  of  re-  3 

ligion,)  is  a  moft  unnatural  abufe  thereof,  and  a  vile  in-  ' 
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8BRM.  gratitude  toward  bim  that  gave  it  to  us.    From  whSch^ 

^^'    and  from  all  other  offences^  God  in  his  mercy  preferve  xm 

ally  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  unto  whom  for  evefli 

with  heart  and  tongue  let  us  Qx'vtt  to  render  all  glory  an£i 

pndfe*    jbheut 
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SERMON  XIV. 


I    AGAINST  FOOLISH  TALKING  AND  JESTING, 


Ephjbs.  v.  4. 
'^Korfoolijh  talking^  nor  jefting,  which  are  not  convenient* 

Moral  and  political  aphorlfms  are  feldom  couched  in  SERM. 
fiich  tenns,  that  they  (hould  Bfe  taken  as  they  found  pre-    XIV. 
cifely,  or  according  to  the  wideft  extent  of  fignification ;  ' 

but  do  commonly  peed  expoiition,  and  admit  exception : 
otherwife  frequently  they  would  not  only  clafli  with  rea- 
fon  and  experience,  but  interfere^  thwart,  and  fupplant 
one  another.  The  beft  mafters  of  fuch  wifdom  are  wont 
tointerdid  things,  apt  by  unfeafonable  or  exceffive  ufe  to 
be  perverted,  in  general  forms  of  fpeech,  leaving  the  re- 
ftri&ions,  wliich  the  cafe  may  require  or  bear,  to  be  made 
By  the  hearer's  or  interpreter's  difcretion :  whence  many 
ftemingly  formal  prohibitions  are  to  be  received  only  as 
Ibbcr  cautions.  This  obfervation  may  be  particularly  fup- 
jofed  applicable  to  this  precept  of  St.  Paul,  which  feemr 
edi  univerfally  to  forbid  a  praSice  commended  (in  fome 
cafes  and  degrees)  by  philofophers  as  virtuous,  not  dif- 
allowed  by  reafon,  commonly  afTeAed  by  men,  often  ufed. 
by  wife  and  good  perfons;  from  which  confequently  if 
oor  religion  did.  wholly  debar  us,  it  would  feem  charge- 
able with  fomewhat  too  uncouth  auderity  and  fournefs : 
fixm  imputations  of  which  kind  as  in  its  temper  and 
frame  it  is  really  mod  free,  (it  never  quenching  natural 
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SEKM.  light,  or  cancelling  the  diftates  of  found  reafon^  but  com* 
XIV.     firming  and  improving  them;)  fo  it  carefully  decHnetl 
Qifinr  tU    them,  enjoining  us,  that  ^  if  there  be  any  things  vrpocpk^, 
^a^e/r^!  i^^^^^l/y  ^^  grateful  to  men,)  any  things  ev^iMt^  (of  goad 
«  kiywi     report  and  repute,)  if  there  be  any  virtue  and  any  praifij 
^t^^Zr  (^"y  thing  in  the  common  apprehenfions  of  men  held 
m)  r«Ai|^  worthy  and  laudable,)  we  fhould  mind  thofe  things^  that 
Jlj/i"Eth!^^^9  fliould  yield  them  a  regard  ahfwerable  to  the  efteeio 
iph'r *       ^^^y  carry  among  rational  and  fober  perfons. 

Whence  it  may  feem  requifite  fo  to  interpret  and  de- 
termine St.  Paul's  meaning  here  concerning  evrgoanXUs 
(that  is,  facetious  fpeech  or  raillery,  by  our  tranflators 
rendered y^i/z^,)  that  he  may  confift  with  himfelf,  and  be 
reconciled  to  Ariftotle,  who  placeth  this  praftice  in  the 
rank  of  virtues ;  or  that  religion  and  reafon  may  well  ac- 
cord in  the  cafe ;  fuppofing,  that  if  there  be  any  kind  of 
facetioufnefs  innocent  and  reafonable^  conformable  to 
good  manners,  (regulated  by  common  fenfe,  and  con- 
iifient  with  the  tenor  of  Chriftian  duty,  that  is,  not  tranf- 
greffing  the  bounds  of  piety,  charity,  and  fobriety,)  St 
Paul  did  not  intend  to  difcountenance  or  prohibit  that 
kind. 

For  thus  expounding  and  limiting  his  intent,  we  have 
fome  warrant  from  himfelf,  fome  fair  intimations  in  the 
words  here.  For  firft,  what  fort  of  facetious  fpeech  he 
aimeth  at,  he  doth  imply  by  the  fellow  he  coupleth 
therewith  ;  fMopoKoyloc,  faith  he,  vj  eurpaveXloiyfooli/k  talking^ 
or  facetioufnefs :  fuch  facetioufnefs  therefore  he  toucheth 
as  doth  include  folly,  in  the  matter  or  manner  thereof. 
Then  he  farther  deterraineth  it,  by  adjoining  a  peculiar 
quality  thereof,  unprofitablenefs  or  impertinency ;  rii  juu) 
av^xovra,  which  are  not  pertinent^  or  conducible  to  any 
good  purpofe :  whence  may  be  coUefted,  that  it  is  a 
frivolous  and  idle  fort  of  facetioufnefs  which  he  con-" 
demneth. 

But  however  manifeft  it  is,  that  fome  kind  thereof  he 
doth  earneftly  forbid :  whence,  in  order  to  the  guidance' 
of  our  praAice,  it  is  needful  to  diftinguifli  the  kinds, 
fevering  that  which  is  allowable  from  that  which  is  un- 
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lawful^  that  fo  we  may  be  fatisiied  in  the  cafe,  and  not  SERM. 
on  the  one  hand  ignorantly  tranfgrefs  our  duty,  nor  on    XIV. 
the  other  trouble  ourfelves  with  fcruples,  others  with  oen-  '' 

fiiresj  upon  the  ufe  of  warrantable  liberty  therein. 

And  fuch  a  refolution  feemeth  indeed  efpecially  need- 
fid  in  this  our  age,  (this  pleafant  and  jocular  age,)  which 
ii  fo  infinitely  addi£ied  to  this  fort  of  fpeaking,  that  it 
ibirce  doth  aflfeA  or  prize  any  thing  near  fo  much  ;  all 
reputation  appearing  now  to  veil  and  (loop  to  that  of 
being  a  wit :  to  be  learned,  to  be  wife,  to  be  good,  are 
BOChing  in  companion  thereto ;  even  to  be  noble  and  rich 
are  inferior  things,  and  aflbrd  no  fuch  glory.  Many  at 
bft,  to  purchafe  this  glory,  to  be  deemed  coniiderable 
in  this  faculty,  and  enrolled  among  the  wits,  do  not 
ody  make  Jhipwreck  of  corifcience,  abandon  virtue,  and 
farfeit  all  pretences  to  wifdom ;  but  negled:  their  edates, 
oi  profiitiite  their  honour :  fo  to  the  private  damage  of 
amy  particular  perfons,  and  with  no  fmall  prejudice  to 
die  public,  are  our  times  pofTelTed  and  tranfported  with 
Ab  humour.  To  reprefs  the  excefs  and  extravagance 
whereof,  nothing  in  way  of  difcourfe  can  ferve  better, 
Aan  a  plain  declaration  when  and  how  fuch  a  pra3:ice  is 
allowable  or  tolerable ;  when  it  is  wicked  and  vain,  un- 
worthy of  a  man  endued  with  reafon,  and  pretending  to 
Itooefiy  or  honour. 

This  I  (hall  in  fome  meafure  endeavour  to  perform. 

Bat  firft  it  may  be  demanded  what  the  thing  we  fpeak 
of  j%  or  what  this  facetioufnefs  doth  import  ?  To  which 
qneftion  I  might  reply  as  Democritus  did  to  him  that 
iflbed  the  definition  of  a  man.  It  is  that  which  we  all  fee 
mi  know :  any  one  better  apprehends  what  it  is  by  ac- 
quaintance, than  I  can  inform  him  by  defcription.  It  is 
indeed  a  thing  fo  verfatile  and  multiform,  appearing  in  fo 
nany  fhapes,  fo  many  poftures,  fo  many  garbs,  fo  va- 
lioufly  apprehended  by  feveral  eyes  and  judgments,  that 
it  ieenaeth  no  lefs  hard  to  fettle  a  clear  and  certain  notion 
thered^  than  to  make  a  portrait  of  Proteus,  or  to  define 
A^.  figure  of  the  fleeting  air.  Sometimes  it  lieth  in  pat 
dhifion  to  a  known  (lory,  or  in  feafonable  application  of 
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SBRM.  a  trivial  faying,  or  in  forging  an  appofite  tale :  fbmetiti 
^V.    it  playeth  in  words  and  phrafes,  taking  advantage  from 
the  ambiguity  of  their  fenfe,   or  the  affinity  of  their 
Eadem       found  :  fometimes  it  is  wrapped  in  a  drefs  of  humorous 
pradentl™'  expredion :  fometimes  it  lurketh  under  an  odd  fimilitude : 
bus  cxci-    fometimes  it  is  lodged  in  a  fly  queflion.  in  a  fmart  anfwer, 
ta  funt,  fi   in  a  quirkifli  reafon,  m  a  Ihrewd  mtimation,  m  cunningly 
*"^^'?™^»  diverting,  or  cleverly  retorting  an  obje£Uon:  fometimes 
creduntur.  it  is  couched  in  a  bold  fcheme  of  fpeech,  in  a  tart  irony, 
QvM/.Ti.s.-^  a  lufty  hyperbole,  in  a  flartling  metaphor,  in  a  plaufibk 
reconciling  of  contradidions,  or  in  acute  nonfenfe :  fome- 
times a  fcenical  reprefentation  of  perfons  or  things,  t 
counterfeit  fpeech,  a  mimical  look  or  gefhir^  pafleth  for 
it:  fometimes  an  affefted  iimplicity,  fometimes  a  pre- 
fumptuous  bluntnefs  giveth  it  being :  fometimes  it  rifisth 
from  a  lucky  hitting  upon  what  is  flrange,  fometimei. 
from  a  crafty  wrefiing  obvious  matter  to  the  purpob: 
often  it  confifteth  in  one  knows  not  what^  and  fpringeth 
up  one  can  hardly  tell  how.    Its  ways  are  unacbountabfe 
and  inexplicable,  being   anfwerable  to  the  numberldt 
rovings  of  fancy  and  windings  of  language.     It  is,  io' 
(hort,  a  manner  of  fpeaking  out  of  the  fimple  and  phio 
Et  heroic    ^ay,  (fuch  as  reafon  teacheth  and  proveth  things  by,) 
oranis  falfe  which  by  a  pretty  furprifing  uncouthnefs  in  conceit  or 
tio  in  CO  '  expreffion  doth  affeft  and  amufe  the  fancy,  ftirring  in  it 
di,  utali-  fome  wonder,  and  breeding  fome  delight  thereto.    It 
eftrcaum  r^feth  admiration,  as  iignifying  a  nimble  fagacity  of  ap- 
dfcatun"^  prchenfidn,  a  fpecial  felicity  of  invention,  a  vivacity  of 
Ouittt.        fpirit,  and  reach  of  wit  more  than  vulgar :  it  feeming  to- 
argue  a  rare  quicknefs  of  parts,  that  one  can  fetch  in  le^ 
mote  conceits  applicable;  a  notable  ikill,  that  he  can 
dexteroufly  accommodate  them  to  the  purpofe  before 
him ;  together  with  a  lively  brifloiefs  of  humour,  not  apt 
to  damp  thofe  fportful  flaflies  of  imagination.     (Whenee 
Eth.  iv.  6.  in  Arifiotie  fuch  perfons  are  termed  nriS^ioi,  dexterous 
men;  and  etrrporoi^  men  of  facile  or  verfatile  mannefs, 
E^feimxts  who  can  ealily  turn  themfelves  to  all  things,  or  turn  all 
w^ti^li  things  to  themfelves.)     It  alfo  procureth  delight,  by  gra- 
TMynlMrtf,  tifying  curiofity  with  its  rarenefs  or  femblance  of  diffi* 
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culty;    (as  monfters,   not    for   their  beauty,  but  their  SERM. 
rarity ;  as  juggling  tricks,  not  for  their  ufe,  but  their  ab-     XIV. 
flmfenefs,  are  beheld  with  pleafure;)  by  diverting  theJXJ^^^JT" 
mind  from  its  road  of  ferious  thoughts;  by  inftilling"*^*^***  • 
gaiety  and  surinefs  of  fpirit ;  by  provoking  to  fuch  dif-  tifUMf. 
pofitions  of  fpirit  in  way  of  emulation  or  complaifance ;  ^^^f  JJ[ 
and  by  feafoning  matters,  otherwife  diftaftefiil  or  iniipid^  17- 
with  an  unufual,  and  thence  grateful  tang. 

But  faying  no  more  concerning  what  it  is,  and  leaving 
it  to  youF  imagination  and  experience  to  fupply  the  de- 
kSt  of  fuch  explication,  I  (hall  addrefs  myfelf  to  (hew, 
firft,  when  and  how  fuch  a  manner  of  fpeaking  may  be 
iUowed;  then,  in  what  matters  and  ways  it  fhould  be 
eondemned. 

I.  Such  facetioufnefs  is  not  abfolutely  unreafonable  or  A««ir  Ji  i 
tndawfid,  which  miniftereth  harmlefs  divertifement  sxid^^^YTiUM 
dd%ht  to  converfation  :  (harmlefs,  I  fay,  that  is,  not  en-  •;  '"v^'V 
treacbing  upon  piety,  not  infringing  charity  or  juflice, »«/«». 
m^-difturbing  peace.)     For  Chriftianity  is  not  fo  tetrical,|^'''^'*'** 
fe  har(b,  fo  envious,  as  to  bar  us  continually  from  inno- 
oent,  Biuch  lefs  from  wholefome  and  ufefiil  pleafure,  fuch 
18  human  life  doth  need  or  require.     And  if  jocular  dif-l>andaeft 
courfe  may  ferve  to  good  purpofes  of  this  kind  ;  if  it  may  animis; 
be  ant  to  raife  our  drooping  fpirits,  to  allay  our  irkfome  n^ejiorw 

.  ,,1?,^  "^  .,  .acnorcfque 

cues,- to  whet  our  blunted  mduliry,  to  recreate  our  mmds  requieti 
facing  tired  and  cloyed  with  graver  occupations;  if  it  niayj^^^*'*^ 
breed  alacrity,  or  maintain  good  humour  among  us;  if  itTran^,  15. 
nay  conduce  to  fweeten  converfation  and  endear  fociety ; 
then  is  it  not  inconvenient  or  unprofitable.     If  for  thofe 
ends  we  may  ufe  other  recreations,  employing  on  them 
onr  ears  and  eyes,  our  hands  and  feet,  our  other  inftru* 
aents  of  fenfe  and  motion  ;  why  may  we  not  as  well  to 
fbem  accommodate  our  organs  of  fpeech  and  interior 
ftnfe?  Why  fhould  thofe  games  which  excite  our  wits 
and  fancies  be  lefs  reafonable,  than  thofe  whereby  our 
groAr  parts  and  faculties  are  exercifed?  Yea,  why  are 
not  thofe  mo^  reafonable,  fince  they  are  performed  in 
a  inanly  way,  and  have  in  them  a  fmack  of  reafon ;  feeing 
aUb  tbey.  msy  be  fo  managed,  as  not  only  to  divert  and 
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SERM.  pleafe^  but  to  improve  and  profit  the  mind,  roufing  anA. 

-    XIV.    quickening  it,  yea,  fometimes  enlightening  and  inftruA— > 

— riden-     ing  it,  by  good  fenfe  conveyed  in  jocular  expreffion  ? 

JTcram"'^       It  would  furely  be  hard,  that  we  ftould  be  tied  ever  to 

Quid  vetat?  knit  the  brow  and  fqueeze  the  brain,  (to  be  always  fadly 

dumpifti,  or  ferioufly  penfive,)  that  all  divertifement  of 

mirth  and  pleafantnefs  fhould  be  (hut  out  of  converfa* 

tion :  and  how  can  we  better  relieve  our  minds^  or  relax 

our  thoughts,  how  can  we  be  more  ingenuoufly  cheerful^ 

in  what  more  kindly  way  can  we  exhilarate  ourfelves  and 

eM  Tius     others,  than  by  thus  facrificing  to  the  graces^  as  the  an— 

itaPiato     cients  called  it?    Are  not  fome  perfons  always,  and  all 

Xenocra-    perfons  fometimes,  uncapable  otherwife  to  divert  them^ 

tcni  moro- 

fiorem  mo-  felves,  than  by  fuch  difcourfe  ?  Shall  we,  I  fay,  have  m^ 
^"*  recreation  ?  or  muft  our  recreations  be  ever  clownifh  or" 
childifli,  confiding  merely  in  ruftical  eflforts,  or  in  pett]^ 
Heights  of  bodily  firength  and  activity?  Were  we,  in  fine:^ 
obliged  ever  to  talk  like  philofophers,  affigning  dry  rea — 
fons  for  every  thing,  and  dropping  grave  fentences  upor 
all  occafions,  would  it  not  much  deaden  human  life,  an 
make  ordinary  converfation  exceedingly  to  languifh  ?" 
Facetioufnefs  therefore  in  fuch  cafes,  and  to  fuch  pur — 
pofes,  may  be  allowable. 

a.  Facetioufnefs  is  allowable,  when  it  is  the  moft  pro— 
per  inftrument  of  expofing  things  apparently  bafe  and 
vile  to  due  contempt.  It  is  many  times  expedient,  that 
things  really  ridiculous  fliould  appear  fuch,  that  they 
may  be  fufBciently  loathed  and  fhunned ;  and  to  render 
them  fuch  is  the  part  of  a  facetious  wit,  and  ufually  can 
only  be  compafled  thereby.  When  to  impugn  them  with 
downright  reafoii,  or  to  check  them  by  (erious  difcourfe, 
would  fignify  nothing;  then  reprefenting  them  in  a  ihape 
ftrahgely  ugly  to  the  fancy,  and  thereby  raifing  derifion 
at  them,  may  efTeilually  difcountenance  them.  Thus  did 
the  prophet  Elias  expofe  the  wicked  fuperfiition  of  thofe 
1  Kings  who  worfliipped  Baal :  EliaSy  faith  the  text,  mocked  ikem, 
xYiii.  27.  and /aid,  Cry  aloud  :  for  he  is  a  god  ;  either  lie  is  talkingy 
or  he  is  purfnif/g,  or  he  is  in  a  jouriiey^  or  peradventure  he 
fleepeth,  and  miiji  be  awaked.     By  which  one   pregnant 
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infance  it  appeareth,  that  reafonmg  pleafantly-abufive  in  SERM. 
fome  cafes  may  be  ufeful.    The  holy  Scripture  doth  not    ^^' 
indeed  ufe  it  frequently ;  (it  not  fuiting  the  Divine  fim- 
pUcity  and  ftately  gravity  thereof  to  do  fo;)  yet  its  con- 
(fefcenfion  thereto  at  any  time  fufficiently  doth  authorife 
'a  cautious  ufe  thereof.     When^farcaftical  twitches  are 
needful  to  pierce  the  thick  (kins  of  men,  to  correA  their 
lediar^c  ftupidity,  to  roufe  them  out  of  their  drowfy 
negligence;  then  may  they  well  be  applied:  when  plain 
declarations  will   not  enlighten  people,  to   difcem   the 
trath  and  weight  of  things,  and  blunt  arguments  will  not 
penetrate,  to  convince  or  perfuade  them  to  their  duty ; 
then  doth  reafon  freely  reiign  its  place  to  wit,  allowing 
it  to  undertake  its  work  of  inftruftion  and  reproof. 

3;  Facetious  difcourfe  particularly  may  be  commo- 
dious for  reproving  fome  vices  and  reclaiming  fome  per- 
fbns;  (as  fait  for  cleanfing  and  curing  fome  fores,)  It 
commonly  procureth  a  more  eafy  accefs  to  the  ears  of 
itien,  and  worketh  a  (Ironger  impreflion  on  their  hearts, 
than  other  difcourfe  could  do.  Many  who  will  not  ftand  a 
dired  reproof,  and  cannot  abide  to  be  plainly  admonifhed 
of  their  fault,  will  yet  endure  to  be  pleafantly  rubbed, 
and  will  patiently  bear  a  jocund  wipe ;  though  they  abo- 
minate all  language  purely  bitter  or  four,  yet  they  can 
reKfh  difcourfe  having  in  it  a  pleafant  tartnefs  :  you  muft 
not  chide  them  as  their  mafter,  but  you  may  gibe  with 
thera  as  their  companion :  if  you  do  that,  they  will  take 
you  for  pragmatical  and  haughty ;  this  they  may  inter- 
pret friendfhip  and  freedom.  Mod  men  are  of  that  tem« 
per;  and  particularly  the  genius  of  divers  perfons,  whofe 
ofmiions  and  pra6Uces  we  fhould  flrive  to  coited,  doth 
require  not  a  grave  and  fevere,  but  a  free  and  merry  way 
df  treating  them.  For  what  can  be  more  unfuitable  and 
itBpromifing,  than  to  feem  ferious  with  thofe  who  are  not 
fe  theinfelves,  or  demure  vsrith  the  fcornfiil  ?  If  we  deiign 
rither  to  pleafe  or  vex  them  into  better  manners,  we  muft 
be  as  fportful  in  a  manner,  or  as  contemptuous  as  them- 
lelYCB.  -  If  we  mean  to  be  heard  by  them,  we  muft  talk 
in  thdr  own  faihion^  with  humour  and-  joUity :  if  we  will 
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8ERM.  inftruft  them,  we  muft  withal  fomewhat  divert  them  :  we 
^^^'  muft  feem  to  play  with  them,  if  we  think  to  convey  any 
fober  thoughts  into  them.  They  fcorn  to  be  formally 
advifed  or  taught ;  but  they  may  perhaps  be  flily  laughed 
and  lured  into  a  better  mind.  If  by  fuch  complaifancc 
we  can  inveigle  thofe  dotterels  to  hearken  to  us,  we  maj 
induce  them  to  confider  farther,  and  give  reafon  feme 
competent  fcope,  fome  fair  play  with  them.  Good  rea-^ 
fon  may  be  apparelled  in  the  garb  of  wit,  and  therdc 
will  fecurely  pafs,  whither  in  its  native  homelinefs  it  could 
never  arrive  :  and  being  come  thither,  it  with  efpecial  ad- 
vantage may  imprefs  good  advice;  making  an  o£fenda 
more  clearly  to  fee,  and  more  deeply  to  feel  his  miicar- 
riage;  being  reprefented  to  his  fancy  in  a  ftrain  fooao* 
what  rare  and  remarkable,  yet  not  fo  fierce  and  frightfoL 
The  feverity  of  reproof  is  tempered,  and  the  reprovei^^ 
anger  difguifed  thereby.  The  guilty  perfon  cannot  bol 
obferve,  that  he  who  thus  reprehends  him  is  not  difturbed 
or  out  of  humour,  and  that  he  rather  pitieth  than  hatcth 
him ;  which  breedeth  a  veneration  to  him,  and  imparted] 
no  fmall  efficacy  to  his  wholefome  fuggefiions.  Such  9 
reprehenfion,  while  it  forceth  a  fmile  without,  doth  work 
remorfe  within ;  while  it  feemeth  to  tickle  the  ear,  doth 
fling  the  heart.  In  fine,  many  whofe  foreheads  are  brazed 
and  hearts  fteeled  againft  all  blame,  are  yet  not  of  prooi 
againft  derifion ;  divers,  who  never  will  be  reafoned,  may 
be  raillied  into  better  order :  in  which  cafes  raillery,  as  an 
infirument  of  fo  important  good,  as  a  fen^ant  of  the  befi 
charity,  may  be  allowed. 

4.  Some  errors  likewife  in  this  way  may  be  moft  pro- 
perly and  moft  fuccefsfully  confuted;  fuch  as  deferve  not, 
and  hardly  can  bear  a  ferious  and  folid  confutation.  He 
tliat  will  conteft  things  apparently  decided  by  fenfe  and 
experience,  or  who  difavows  clear  principles  of  reafon,  ap- 
proved by  general  confent,  and  the  common  fenfe  of 
men,  what  other  hopeful  way  is  there  of  proceeding  with 
him,  than  plcafantly  to  e:q>lode  his  conceits  ?  To  dilpute 
ferioully  with  him  were  trifling ;  to  trifle  with  him  is  the 
proper  courle :  fince  he  lejedeth  the  grounds  of  jea^ 
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fooingi  it  is  vain  to  be  in  earned :  what  then  remains  but  SERM. 
to  jeft  with  him  ?   To  deal  ferioufly,  were  to  yield  too    ^^' 
much  refped:  to  fuch  a  baffler^  and  too  much  weight  to 
hk  fancies ;  to  raife  the  man  too  high  in  his  courage  and 
ocmceit;  to  make  his  pretences  feem  worthy  the  confi- 
dering  and  canvaffing.    Briefly^  perverfe  obftinacy  is  more 
eafily  quelled,  petulant  impudence  is  fooner  da(hed,  fo- 
phiftical  captioufnefs  is  more  fafely  eluded,  fceptical  wan- 
Isomi^s  is  more  furely  confounded  in  this,  than  in  the 
£mple  way  of  difcourfe. 

.5*  This  way  is  alfo  commonly  the  bed  way  of  defence 
againft  unjuft  reproach  and  obloquy.  To  yield  to  a  ilan- 
derous  reviler  a  ferious  reply,  or  to  make  a  formal  plea 
againft  bis  charge,  doth  feem  to  imply,  that  we  much  con* 
£d^  or  deeply  refent  it;  whereas  by  pleafant  refle<9ion  on 
it  we  fignify,  the  matter  only  deferves  contempt,  and  that 
^ve  take  ourfelves  unconcerned  therein.  So  eafily  without 
.care  or  trouble  may  the  brunts  of  malice  be  declined  or 
ir^eUed* 

6.  This  way  may  be  allowed  in  way  of  counterbalanc-  ^ 
ing  and  in  compliance  to  the  fadiion  of  others.  It  would 
be  a  difadvantage  unto  truth  and  virtue,  if  their  defenders 
were  barred  from  the  ufe  of  this  weapon ;  fince  it  is  that 
efpedally  whereby  the  patrons  of  error  and  vice  do  main- 
tun  and  propagate  them.  They  being  deftitute  of  good 
reafon,  do  ufually  recommend  their  abfurd  and  pefti- 
lent  notions  by  a  pleafantnefs  of  conceit  and  expref- 
fioD^  bewitching  the  fancies  of  fballow  hearers,  and  in- 
veigling heedlefs  perfons  to  a  liking  of  them:  and  if^ 
for  reclaiming  fuch  people,  the  folly  of  thofe  feducers 
may  in  like  manner  be  difplayed  as  ridiculous  and  odious, 
why  fhould  that  advantage  be  refiifed?  It  is  wit  that 
wageth  the  war  againft  reafon,  againft  virtue,  againd  re- 
lijgion;  wit  alone  it  is  that  perverteth  fo  many,  and  fo 
greatly  corrupteth  the  world :  it  may  therefore  be  need-  * 
fx^  in  our  war&re  for  thofe  deared  concerns,  to  fort  the 
numner  of  our  fighting  with  that  of  our  adverfaries,  and 
with  the  iame  kind  of  arms  to  prote£t  goodnefs,  whereby 
they  do  aflail  it«    If  wit  may  happily  ferve  under  the  ban- 
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S&RM.  ner  of  truth  and  virtue,  we  may  imprefait  for  that  fer^ 
XIV.  vice;  and  good  it  were  to  refcuc  fo  worthy  8  faculty 
from  fo  vile  abufe.  It  is  the  right  of  reafon  and  piety  to 
command  that  and  all  other  endowments;^  foHy  and  ioH 
piety  do  only  ufurp  them  :  jufl:  and  fit  therefore  it  hyta 
wreft  tliem  out  of  fo  bad  hands  to  revoke  them  to  theii 
right  ufe  and  duty. 

It  doth  efpecially  feem  requifite  to  do  it  in  this  Sigpg 
wherein  plain  rcafon  is  deemed*a  dull  and  heavy  thioga 
When  the  mental  appetite  of  men  is  become  like  the  cc»v* 
poreal,  and  cannot  relifh  any  food  without  fome  piquant 
fauce,  fo  that  people  will  rather  ftarve,  than  live  on  folii 
fare ;  when  fubfiantial  and  found  difcourfe  findeth  fmaH 
attention  or  acceptance;  in  fuch  a  time,  he  that  cali^ 
may  in  complaifance,  and  for  iafhion's  fake,  vouchfafe  to 
be  facetious :  an  ingenious  vein  coupled  with  an  honeft 
mind  may  be  a  good  talent :  he  (hall  employ  wit  cooi* 
mendabiy,  who  by  it  can  further  the  interefts  of  goodnefa^ 
alluring  men  firfl:  to  liften,  then  inducing  them  to  confent 
unto  its  wholefome  di6^tes  and  precepts. 

Since  men  are  fo  irreclaimably  difpofed  to  mirth  and 
laughter,  it  may  be  well  to  fet  them  in  the  right  pin,  to 
divert  their  humour  into  the  proper  channel,  that  they 
may  pleafe  themfeives  in  deriding  things  which  deferve 
it,  ceafing  to  laugh  at  that  which  requireth  reverence  or 
horror. 

It  may  alfo  be  expedient  to  put  the  world  out  of  con- 
ceit, that  all  fober  and  good  men  are  a  fort  of  fuch  lump- 
iih  or  four  people,  that  they  can  utter  nothing  but  flat 
and  drowfy  ftuflF;  by  fliewing  them,  that  fuch  perfons, 
when  they  fee  caufe,  in  condefcenfion,  can  be  as  brifk  and 
fmart  as  themfelves ;  when  they  pleafe,  can  fpeak  plea- 
fantly  and  wittily  as  well  as  gravely  and  judicioufly; 
This  way  at  lead,  in  refped  to  the  various  palates  of  men^ 
may  for  variety  fake  be  fometimes  attempted,  when  other 
means  do  fail :  when  many  AriOi  and  fubtile  arguings, 
many  zealous  declamations,  many  wholefome  ferious  dif- 
courfes  have  been  fpent,  without  eife6Ung  the  extirpation 
of  bad  principles^  or  converfion  of  thofe  who  abet  them  ; 
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this  courfe  may  be  tried,  and  fome  perhaps  may  be  re-  SERM. 
claimed  thereby.  XIV. 

7.  Farthermore,  the  warrantablenefs  of  this  praAice 
in  fome  cafes  may  be  inferred  from  a  parity  of  reafon,  in 
tiu9  manner :  If  it  be  lawful,  (as  by  the  bed  authorities 
itplainly  doth  appear  to  be,)  in  ufing  rhetorical  fchemes, 
poetical  ftrains,  involutions  of  fenfe  in  allegories,  fables, 
parables,  and  riddles,  to  difcoaft  from  the  plain  and  fimple 
way  of  ipeech  ;  why  may  not  facetioufnefs,  iffuing  from 
the  fame  principles,  direded  to  the  fame  ends,  ferving  to 
like  purpofes,  be  likewife  ufed  blamelefsly  ?  If  thofe  ex-^ 
erbitancies  of  fpeech  may  be  accommodated  to  indill  good 
do£hine  into  the  head,  to  excite  good  paflions  in  the 
heart,  to  illuftrate  and  adorn  the  truth,  in  a  delightful  and 
taking  way;  and  facetious  difcourfe  be  fometime  noto- 
riouily  cohducible  to  the  fame  ends  ;  why,  they  being'  re- 
tained, ihould  it  be  rejeAed  ?  efpecially  confidering  how 
difficult  often  it  may  be,  to  diftinguifli  thofe  forms  of  dif- 
courfe from  this,  or  exadly  to  define  the  limits  which 
fever  rhetoric  and  raillery.      Some  elegant  figures  and 
tropes  of  rhetoric  (biting  farcafms,  fly  ironies,  ftrong  me- 
taphors, lofty  hyperboles,  paronomafies,  oxymorons,  and 
the  like,  frequently  ufed  by  the  beft  fpeakers,  and  not 
feldom  even  by  facred  writers)  do  lie  very  near  upon  the^ 
confines  of  jocularity,  and  are  not  eafily  differenced  from 
thofe  fallie^  of  wit,  wherein  the  lepid  way  doth  confift : 
fo  that  were  this  wholly  culpable,  it  would  be  matter  of 
Ibniple,  whether  one  hath  committed  a  fault  or  no,  when 
he  meant  only  to  play  the  orator,  or  the  poet;    and 
hard  furely  it  would  be  to  find  a  judge,  who  could  pre- 
dfely  fet  out  the  difference  between  a  jeft  and  a  flou- 
rifli. 

8.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  of  old  even  the  fageft  and 
graved  perfons  (perfons  of  moft  rigid  and  fevcre  virtue) 
did  much  affefl:  this  kind  of  difcourfe,  and  did  apply  it  to 
noble  purpofes.  The  great  introducer  of  moral  wifdom 
among  the  Pagans  did  praSife  it  fo  much,  (by  it  repreff- 
ing  the  windy  pride  and  fallacious  vanity  of  fophifters  in 
his  time,)  that  he  thereby  got  the  name  of  6  cTj^cok,  the 
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SEHM.  droll :  and  the  reft  of  thofe  who  purfued  bis  defign^  do 
XIV.  by  niunberlefs  ftories  and  apophth^mg  recorded  of  them 
appear  well  ikilled,  and  much  delighted  in  this  way. 
Many  great  princes,  (as  Auguftus  Caefar  for  one^  many 
of  whofe  jefls  are  extant  in  Macrobius,)  many  grsie 
fiatefmen,  (as  Cicero  particularly,  who  compofed  fevend 
Cie.de  books  of  jefts,)  many  famous  captains,  (as  Fabios,  M» 
Cato  the  Cenfor,  Scipio  Africanus,  Epaminondas,  The- 
miftoclesj  Phocion,  and  many  others,  whofe  witty  fayingi 
together  with  their  martial  exploits  are  reported  by  hiflo* 
rians,)  have  pleafed  themfelves  herein,  and  made  it  a  con- 
diment of  their  weighty  bufinefles.  ^  So  that  pradifii^ 
thus,  within  certain  rule  and  compafs,  we  cannot  ea 
without  great  patterns,  and  mighty  patrons. 

9.  In  fine,  fince  it  cannot  be  (hewn,  that  fuch  a  fport* 

fulneft  of  wit  and  fancy  doth  contain  an  intrinfic  and  inft- 

parable  turpitude ;  fince  it  may  be  fo  cleanly,  handibm^ 

ly,  and  innocently  ufed,  as  not  to  defile  or  difcompofe  thi 

mind  of  the  fpeaker,  not  to  wrong  or  harm  the  hearer, 

t;  ytXfff  i  ^^^  ^  derogate  from  any  worthy  fubjeft  of  difccmrfe,  not 

itfutiUytn^lQ  infringe  decency,  to  difiurb  peace,  to  violate  any  of 

ifjxiynfti'  the  grand  duties  incumbent  on  us,  (piety,  charity,  juftioe, 

909  iud(^'  fobriety,)  but  rather  fometimes  may  yield  advantage  in 

irMft/ftor  thofe  refpeds;  it  cannot  well  abfolutely  and  univerially 

•ajSi.       ^  condemned  :  and  when  not  ufed  upon  improper  mat** 

ter,  in  an  unfit  manner,  with  exceffive  meafure,  at  undue 

feafon,  to  evil  purpofe,  it  may  be  allowed.    It  is  bad  ob- 

'o  f^r^Mtri-  je£ts,  or  bad  adjun£ls,  which  do  fpoil  its  indifference  and 

x'^Tn    innocence :  it  is  the  abufe  thereof,  to  which  (as  all  plca- 

Uturmx^-  fant  things  are  dangerous,  and  apt  to  degenerate  into 

*''*     ^-'^  baits  of  intemperance  and  excefs)  it  is  very  liable,  that 

corrupteth  it ;  and  feemeth  to  be  the  ground,  why  in  fo 

general  terms  it  is  prohibited  by  the  Apoftle.    Which 

prohibition  to  what  cafes,  or  what  forts  of  jefting  it  ex- 

tendeth,  we  come  now  to  declare* 

•  llie  two  greateft  men  and  graveft  divines  of  their  time,  (S.  Greg.  Nts. 
and  S.  Baiil.)  could  entertain  one  another  with  facetious  epiiUes.  ((Fnf.lta. 
^p.  vii.  ad  Bqfii.  2lf  ffUiirri  itm)  h^gv^t,  &c.  £t  £p.  vUit 
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II.  I.  All  profane  jefting^  all  fpeaking  loofely  and  SERM. 
Vi^antonly  about  holy  things,  (things  nearly  related  to  Gpd  XIV. 
aod  religion^)  making  fuch  things  the  matters  of  fport  ^"""^"^"^ 
and  mockery,  playing  and  trifling  with  them^  is  certainly 
prohibited,  as  an  intolerably  vain  and  wicked  pra&ice. 
It  is  an  in&Uible  fign  of  a  vain  and  light  fpirit,  which 
coofidereth  little,  and  cannot  difl:ingui{h  things,  to  talk 
(lightly  concerning  perfons  of  high  dignity,  to  whom 
0^eoial  refpeft  is  due ;  or  about  matters  of  great  import-^ 
ance,  which  deferve  very  ferious  confideration.  No  man 
^leaketb,  or  ihould  fpeak,  of  his  prince  that  which  he 
hfith  not  weighed,  whether  it  will  confift  with  that  vene»* 
ration  which  fhould  be  preferved  inviolate  to  him :  and  is 
not  the  fame,  is  not  much  greater  care  to  be  ufed  in  re- 
gard to  the  incomparably  great  and  glorious  Majefty  of 
heaven  ?  Yes,  furely :  as  we  (hould  not  without  great 
awe  think  of  him ;  fo  we  (hould  not  prefume  to  mention 
bis  name^  his  word,  his  inftitutions,  any  thing  immedi- 
ately belonging  to  him,  without  profoundeft  reverence 
Vid  dread.  It  is  the  moft  enormous  faucinefs.  that  can 
be  imagined,  to  fpeak  petulantly  or  pertly  concerning 
him;  efpecially  confidering,  that  whatever  we  do  lay 
about  him,  we  do  utter  it  in  his  prefence,  and  to  his  very 
fu%.  For  there  is  not,  as  the  holy  Pfalmift  confidered,  aPial. 
word  in  my  tongue^  hut  loy  0  Lord,  thou  knoweft  it  cdtoge-^""^^^'  *' 
rter.  No  man  alfo  hath  the  heart  to  droll,  or  thinks 
ERiUery  convenient  in  cafes  nearly  touching  his  life,  his 
healthy  bis  eflate,  or  his  fame  :  and  are  the  true  life  and 
health  of  our  foul,  are  interefl:  in  God's  favour  and  mercy^ 
are  everlafting  glory  and  blifs,  affairs  of  lefs  moment?  Are 
tbe  treafures  and  joys  of  paradife^  or  the  damages  and 
torments  in  hell  more  jeAing  matters  ?  No  certainly,  no : 
in  all  reafon  therefore  it  becometh  us^  and  it  i,nfinite]y 
concemeth  us,  whenever  we  think  of  thefe  things^  to  be 
in  beft  earneft^  always  to  fpeak  of  them  in  moft  fpber 
fidnefs. 

Tbe  proper  pbjfsfbs  of  .common  mirth  and  fportful  di- 
vertUement  are  mean  and  petty  matters;  any  thing  at 
leaft  18  by  playing  therewith  made  fuch :  great  things  arf 
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SERM.  thereby  diminiflied  and  debafed  5  efpecially  facred  thingg 
^^'  do  grievoufly  fuffer  thence,  being  with  extreme  indecencjf 
and  indignity  deprefled  beneath  themfelves,  when  they 
become  the  fubje£l8  of  flafhy  wit,  or  the  entertainments 
of  frothy  merriment :  to  facrifice  their  honom*  to  our  vwA 
pleafure,  being  like  the  ridiculous  fondnefs  of  that  peo* 
pie,  which,  as  jElian  reporteth,  worfliipping  a  fly,  did 
offer  up  an  ox  thereto.  Thefe  things  were  by  God  infti- 
tuted,  and  propofed  to  us  for  purpofes  quite  different ;  10 
compofe  our  hearts,  and  fettle  our  fancies  in  a  mofl  fe- 
rious  frame ;  to  breed  inward  fatisfafiUon,  and  joy  purely 
fpiritual ;  to  exercife  our  moft  folemn  thoughts,  and  cm- 
ploy  our  graved  difcourfes :  all  our  fpeech  therefbro 
Tit.  ii.  6.  about  them  fhould  be  tvholefome,  apt  to  afford  good  in- 
Eph.iT.29.ftruftion,  or  to  excite  good  afFeftions ;  good,  as  St.  Paul 
fpcaketh,  for  the  ufe  of  edifying^  that  it  may  minifter 
grace  unto  the  hearers. 

If  we  muft  be  facetious  and  merry,  the  field  is  wid» 
and  fpacious ;  there  are  matters  enough  in  the  world  be-" 
fide  thefe  moft  auguft  and  dreadful  things,  to  try  our  fk- 
culties,  and  pleafe  our  humour  with ;  every  where  lights 
and  ludicrous  things  occur :   it  therefore  doth  argue  a. 
marvellous  poverty  of  wit,  and  barrennefs  of  invention^ 
no  lefs  than  a  ftrange  defeft  of  goodnefs,  and  want  of 
difcretion,  in  thofe  who  can  devife  no  other  fubjefts  to 
frolic  upon  befide  thefe,  of  all  moft  improper  and  peril- 
ous ;  who  cannot  feem  ingenious  under  the  charge  of  fb 
highly  trefpaffing  upon   decency,  difclaiming    wifdom, 
wounding  the  ears  of  others,  and  their  own  confciences. 
Seem  ingenious,  I  fay ;  for  feldom  thofe  perfons  really 
are  fuch,  or  are  capable  to  difcover  any  wit  in  a  wife  and 
manly  way.     It  is  not  the  excellency  of  their  fkncies^ 
which  in  themfelves  ufually  are  forry  and  infipid  enough,- 
but  the  uncouthnefs  of  their  prefumption  ;  not  their  ex- 
traordinary wit,  but  their  prodigious  rafhnefs,  which  is  to 
be  admired.     They  are  gazed  on,  as  the  doers  of  bold 
tricks,  who  dare  perform  that  which  no  fober  man  will 
attempt :  they  do  indeed  rather  deferve  themfelves  to  be 
laughed  at,  than  their  conceits.    For  what  can  be  more 
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ridiculous  than  we  do  make  ourfelves^  when  we  thus  fid-  SERM; 
die  and  fool  with  our  own  fouls;  when,  to  make  vain    XIV. 
people  merry,  we  incenfe  God's  earneft  difpleafurej  when, 
to  raife  a  fit  of  prefent  laughter,  we  expofe  ourfelves  to 
endlefs  wailing  and  woe ;  when,  to  be  reckoned  wits,  we 
prove  ourfelves  (lark  wild  ?  Surely  to  this  cafe  we  may 
accommodate  that  of  a  truly  great  wit.  King  Solomon ; 
I /aid  of  laughter.  It  is  mad;  and  of  mirth,  What  cfo-Ecclcf.ii.«. 
ethitP 

.  2.  All  injurious,  abufive,  fcurrilous  jelling,  which  caufe- 
le&ly  or  needlefsly  tendeth  to  the  difgrace,  damage,  vexa- 
don,  or  prejudice  in  any  kind  of  our  neighbour,  (provok- 
ing his  difpleafure,  grating  on  his  modefly,  (lirring  paflSon 
in  him,)  is  alfo  prohibited.    When  men,  to  raife  an  admi-  -^folutos 
ration  of  their  wit,  to  pleafe  themfelves,  or  gratify  therifog^omt 
humour  of  other  men,  do  expofe  their  neighbour  to  fcorn  ""«>  ^• 
and  contempt,  making  ignominious  refle£lions  upon  his  di^i^^Hicp 
perfoQ  or  his  aftions,  taunting  his  real  imperfedions,  oi*5for^'e^ 
£Ulening  imaginary  ones  upon  him,  they  tranfgrefs  their  i.  4. 
duty,  and  abufe  their  wits;  it  is  not  urbanity,  or  genuine 'ori$»/iM. 
iacetioufnefs,  but  uncivil  rudenefs,  or  vile  malignity.    To  f '/^^j/*^* 
^o  thus,  as  it  is  the  office  of  mean  and  bafe  fpirits,  unfit  AMV^s^fftCrt 
for  any  worthy  or  weighty  employments,  fo  it  is  full  of  ^^^xa*** 
inhumanity,  of  iniquity,  of  indecency  and  folly.     For  the  ««:jAw»*»> 
weaknefiTes  of  men,  of  what  kind  foever,  (natural  or  mo-  ^vHXrti,  * 
ibI^  in  quality  or  in  a6l,)  confidering  whence  they  fpring,  r^''J^*  ^'*- 
and  how  much  we  are  all  fubjed  to  them,  and  do  need 
excufe  for  them,  do  in  equity  challenge  compaflion  to  be 
bad  of  them ;  not  complacency  to  be  taken  in  them,  or 
mirth  drawn  from  them ;  they,  in  refpeft  to  common  hu- 
manity, (hould  rather  be  fludioufly  connived  at  and  con- 
cealed, or  mildly  excufed,  than  wilfully  laid  open,  and 
wantonly  defcanted  upon  ;  they  rather  are  to  be  deplored 
Ibcretly,  than  openly  derided. 

The  reputation  of  mep  is  too  noble  a  facrifice  to  be 
oflfered  up  to  vain  glory,  fond  pleafure,  or  ill  humour;  it 
is  a  good  far  more  dear  and  precious,  than  to  be  profti- 
tuted  for  idle  fport  and  divertifement.  It  becometh  us 
not  to  trifle  with  that,  which  in  common  eflimation  is  of 
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&£RM.  fo  great  moment ;  to  play  rudely  with  a  thing  (o  very 
^Py*  brittle,  yet  of  fo  vaft  price  5  which  being  once  broken  or 
Viticafii-  cracked,  it  is  very  hard,  and  fcarce  poffible,  to  repair, 
ma.  Hor.  ^  fmjji  tranfient  pleafure,  a  tickling  the  ears,  waging 
the  lungs,  forming  the  face  into  a  fmile,  a  giggle,  or  a 
hum,  are  not  to  be  purchafed  with  the  grievous  diftafle 
and  fmart,  perhaps  with  the  real  damage  and  mifchief  of 
our  neighbour,  which  attend  upon  contempt.  ^  This  is 
not  jefting  furely,  but  bad  earneft:  it  is  wild  mirth,- which 
is  the  mother  of  grief  to  thofe  whom  we  fliould  tenderly 
love ;  it  is  unnatural  fport,  which  breedeth  difpleafure  in 
them  whofe  delight  it  fhould  promote,  whofe  liking  it 
ihould  procure  :  it  crofleth  the  nature  and  defign  of  thii 
way  of  fpeaking  j  which  is  to  cement  and  ingratiate  fo^ 
ciety,  to  render  converfation  pleafant  and  fprightly,  for 
mutual  fatisfa£tion  and  comfort.  ^ 

True  feftivity  is  called  yi//  ;  and  fuch  it  fhould  be,  giv- 
ing a  fmart,  but  favoury  relifh  to  difcourfe  5  exciting  an 
appetite,  not  irritating  difguil;  cleanfing  fometime,  but 
Matt.  V.  19.  never  creating  a  fore  :  and,  h^v  [Moguv^y  if  it  become  thul 
fuaprctium^^P^^j  ^^  unfavoury,  it  is  thenceforth  good  for  nothings 
eftyfipio-  Ifit  to  be  cq/l  out,  and  trodden  under  foot  of  men*     Such 
pcndio con- jefting  which  doth  not  feafon  wholefome  or  harmlefs  dif- 
ftat.  Quttif^  courfe,  but  giveth  a  haut-gout  to  putid  and  poifonous 
ftuflF,  gratifying  diftempered  palates  and  corrupt  ftomachs*! 
is  indeed  odious  and  defpicable  folly,  to  be  cajl  out  with 
e;  ««x«r  vi  loathing,  to  be  trodden  under  foot  with  contempt.     If  a 
Z^^^^^T  ™^"  offends  in  this  fort  to  pleafe  himfelf,  it  is  fcurvy  ma- 
«^;ir«i;^/-lignity ;  if  to  delight  others,  it  is  bafe  fervility  and  flat- 
V>H*J^if{*y  tery :  upon  the  firft  fcore  he  is  a  buffoon  to  himfelf;  upon 
^*cr/        the  laft,  a  fool  to  others.    And  well  in  common  fpeech 
are  fuch  pra6lifers  fo  termed,  the  grounds  of  that  praftice 
Ecclcf.  vii.  being  fo  vain,  and  the  effe£t  fo  unhappy.     The  heart  of 
*•  foolsy  faith  the  Wife  Man,  is  in  the  hovfe  of  mirth  ;  mean-* 

ing,  it  feems,  efpecially  fuch  hurtfuUy-wanton  mirth : 

^  Prov.  xxvi.  18>  19.  As  a  mad  man^  who  cafteth  fire-brands,  arrows,  and 
death ;  fo  is  the  man  that  deceiveth  his  neighbour^  and  faith.  Am  not  I  im 
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for  it  is,  as  he  farther  tells  us,  the  property  of  fools  to  SBRliL 
delight  in  doing  harm:  It  is  a /port  to  a  fool  to  do  mif--    ^^* 
chief.    <^Is  it  not  in  eameft  moft  palpable  folly  for  foproV.z.s3. 
mean  ends  to  do  fo  great  harm;  to  4ifoblige  men  in 
fport ;  to  lofe  friends,  and  get  enemies,  for  a  conceit ; 
oat  of  a  light  humour  to  provoke  fierce  wrath,  and  breed 
tough  hatred ;  to  engage  onefelf  confequently  very  far  ia 
flrife,  danger,  and  trouble  ?  No  way  certainly  is  more  apt 
to  produce  fuch  effefts  than  this  5  nothing  more  fpeedily 
enflameth,  or  more  thoroughly  engageth  men,  or  fiicketh 
longer  in  men's  hearts  and  memories,  than  bitter  taunts 
and  fcofis  :  whence  this  honey  foon  turns  into  gall ;  thefe 
jolly  comedies  do  commonly  terminate  in  woful  trage-    . 
dies. 

Efpecially  this  fcurrilous  and  fcofEng  way  is  then  moft 
deteftable,  when  it  not  only  expofeth  the  blemiihes  and 
infirmities  of  men,  but  abufeth  piety  and  virtue  them- 
fislves;  flouting  perfons  for  their  conflancy  in  devotion, 
or. their  ftrifl:  adherence  to  a  confcientious  praflice  of 
duty ;  aiming  to  efieft  that  which  Job  complaineth  of,* 
Thejuft  upright  man  is  laughed  to  f com ;  refembling  thofe  Job  xii.  4. 
whom  the  Pfalmift  thus  defcribeth,  ff^ho  whet  their  tongue  p&i,  buv. 
like  afwordi  and  lend  their  arrows ^  even  hitter  words,  that^*  *• 
they  may  Jhoot  in  fecret  at  the  perfeSi;  ferving  good  men 
as  Jeremy  was  ferved.  The  word  of  the  Lord,  faith  he,  wasJex.  k.  ». 
made  a  reproach  unto  me^  and  a  derifion  daily. 

This  practice  doth  evidently  in  the  higheft  degree  tend 
to  the  difparagement  and  difcouragement  of  goodneis; 
aiming  to  expofe  it,  and  to  render  men  afhamed  thereof; 
and  it  manifeftly  proceedeth  from  a  defperate  corruption 
of  mind,  from  a  mind  hardened  and  emboldened,  fold  and 
enflaved  to  wickednefs :  whence  they  who  deal  therein 
are  in  holy  Scripture  reprefented  as  egregious  finners,  or 

*  Fools  make  a  mock  of  fin.  Prov.  xiv.  9. 
Potius  amicum  quam  di£lum  perdidi. 

— —  dummodo  rifum 
Excutiat  fibi,  non  hie  cuiquam  parcel  amico.  Hor.  Sat,  1.  4.* 

dicax  idem^  et  Tiberium  acerbis  facetiis  irridere  folitus^  qua* 
mm  apiid  pnepptcntcs  ii|  longum  memoria  eft«  7Wr.  ▼.  Am,  p.  184. 
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SERM.  perfons  fuperlativety  wicked,  under  the  name  oifwmerat 

XIV.     (AoifMu;,  pejis,  or  pedilent  men,  the  Greek  tranflatoi^  call 

'  them,  properly  enough  in  regard  to  the  eflFefts  of  their 

praSice;)  concerning  whom  the  Wife  Man,  fignifying 

how  God  will  meet  with  them  in  their  own  way,  f^th, 

ProT.iii.34.  Sur^/y  the  Lordfcometh  the /corners,    *EfMfcdxroi$,Jcoffers^ 

a  Pet,  III.  a.  ^^j.  mockersy)  St.  Peter  termeth  them,  who  walk  according 

to  their  own  lufts  ;  who  not  being  willing  to  pra&ife,  are 

ready  to  deride  virtue ;  thereby  driving  to  feduce  other9 

into  their  pernicious  courfes. 

This  offence  alfo  proportionably  groweth  more  crimi- 
nal, as  it  prefumeth  to  reach  perfons  eminent  in  dignity 
or  worth,  unto  whom  fpecial  veneration  is  appropriate* 
This  adjoineth  faucinefs  to  fcurrility,  and  advanceth  tho  - 
wrong  thereof  into  a  kind  of  facrilege.  It  is  not  only  in- 
Exod.  zxii.judice,  but  profanenefs,  to  abufe  the  gods.  Their  ftation 
^®'  is  a  fanftuary  from  all  irreverence  and  reproach ;  they  ate  - 

feated  on  high,  that  we  may  only  look  up  to  them  with 
refpe£l;  their  defefU  are  not  to  be  feen,  or  not  to  bo 
touched  by  malicious  or  wanton  wits,  by  fpiteful  or  ' 
fcornful  tongues :  the  diminution  of  their  credit  is  a 
public  mifchief,  and  the  State  itfelf  doth  fuffer  in  their 
becoming  objects  of  fcorn ;  not  only  themfelves  are  vili- 
fied and  degraded,  but  the  great  affairs  they  manage 
are  obftructed,  the  judice  they  adminider  is  difparaged 
thereby. 

In  fine,  no  jeding  is  allowable,  which  is  not  throughly 
innocent :  it  is  an  unworthy  perverting  of  wit,  to  employ 
It  in  biting  and  fcratching;  in  working  prejudice  to  any 
man's  reputation  or  intered ;  In  needlefsly  incenfing  any 
man's  anger  or  forrow ;  in  raifing  animofitles,  diflenfions^ 
and  feuds  among  any. 

Whence  it  is  fomewhat  drange,  that  any  men  from  fo 
mean  and  filly  a  pra£lice  (hould  expeft  commendation,  or 
that  any  diould  afford  regard  thereto ;  the  which  it  is  fo 
far  from  meriting,  that  indeed  contempt  and  abhorrence 

^  Tii^fu  ^\  r5r»  K^tffuiitUf  to  )cufA»thTv.  Chryf,  in  Eph,  Or.  17. 

rxSf^etv  1X*^9  ^X  '^^  ^^H^^  Ke*fiM(rwis^  »XX'  iV«  iy;^;«jirn#'jtf  rif  6i«.  Idem, 
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are  due  to  it.  Men  do  truly  more  render  themfelves  SERM. 
deipicable  than  others^  when,  without  juft  ground,  or  XTV. 
reafonable  occafion,  they  do  attack  others  in  this  way. 
That  fuch  a  praffcice  doth  ever  find  any  encouragement 
or  acceptance,  whence  can  it  proceed,  but  from  the  bad 
nature  and  fmall  judgment  of  fome  perfons  ?  For  to  any 
man  who  is  endued  with  any  fenfe  of  goodnefs,  and  hath 
a  competence  of  true  wit,  or  a  right  knowledge  of  good 
manners,  (who  knows — inurbanum  lepido  feponere  diSio,)  Hor. 
it  cannot  but  be  unfavoury  and  loathfome.  The  repute  it 
obtaineth  is  in  all  refpe£ts  unjuft.  So  would  it  appear, 
not  only  were  the  caufe  to  be  decided  in  the  court  of  mo- 
lality^ becaufe  it  confifls  not  with  virtue  and  wifdom ;  but 
even  before  any  competent  judges  of  wit  itfelf.  For  he 
overthrows  his  own  pretence,  and  cannot  reafonably  claim 
any  intereft  in  wit,  who  doth  thus  behave  himfelf:  he 
prejudgeth  himfelf  to  want  wit,  who  cannot  defcry  fit 
matter  to  divert  himfelf  or  others  :  he  difcovereth  a  great 
findtntfs  and  fterility  of  good  invention,  who  cannot  in 
4dl  the  wide  field  of  things  find  better  fubjeds  of  dif- 
courfe ;  who  knows  not  how  to  be  ingenious  within  rea- 
fonable  compafs,  but  to  pick  up  a  forry  conceit  is  forced 
to  make  excurfions  beyond  the  bounds  of  honefty  and 
decency. 

Neither  is  it  any  argument  of  #onfiderable  ability  in 
liim  that  haps  to  pleafe  this  way  :  a  (lender  faculty  will 
ferve  the  tum^  The  (barpnefs  of  his  fpeech  cometh  not 
iiroA  wit  fo  much  as  from  choler,  which  furniflieth  the 
loweft  inventions  with  a  kind  of  pungent  expreflion,  and 
ipiveth  an  edge  to  every  fpiteful  word^:  fo  that  any  dull 
.wretch. doth  feem  to  fcold  eloquently  and  ingenioufly. 
ClQmmonly  alfo  fatirical  taunts  do  owe  their  Teeming 
pliancy,  not  to  the  fpeaker  or  his  words,  but  to  the  fub- 
je&,  and  the  hearers ;  the  matter  confpiring  with  the  bad 
nature  or  the  vanity  of  men,  who  love  to  laugh  at  any 
rate,  and  to  be  pleafed  at  the  expence  of  other  men's  re- 

•  Obtrellatio  ct  livor  pronis  auribus  accipiuntur :  quippe  adulationi  foe- 
dum  crimen  fervitutis,  malignitati  falfa  fpecies  libertatis  ineft.  Tac,  Hift*  i. 
anf. 

TOJL.I.  Y 
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8'ERM.  pute;  conceiting  themfelves  extolled  by  the  depreflien  of 
^^^'  their  neighbour,  and  hoping  to  gain  by-  his  loft.  Suck 
cuflomers  they  are  that  maintain  the  bitter. wits,  who 
otherwife  would  want  trade,  and  might  go  a-begging. 
For  commonly  they  who  feem  to  excel  this  way  are  mi- 
ferably  flat  in  other  difeourfe,  and  mod  dully  ferious: 
they  have  a  particular  unaptnefs  to  defcribe  any  good 
thing,  or  commend  any  worthy  perfon ;  being  deftitute 
of  right  ideas,  and  proper  terms  anfwerable  to  fucb  par<- 
pofes :  their  reprefentations  of  that  kind  are  abfurd  andl 
unhandfome;  their  elogies  (to  ufe  their  own  way  nf  fpcafci 
ing)  are  in  efie£l  fatires,  and  they  can  hardly  more  aboie 
a  man  than  by  attempting  to  commend  him ;  like  thole 

Jer.  iv.  29.  in  the  Prophet,  who  were  wife  to  do  iU,  but  to  do  weU  had 
no  knowledge. 

3.  I  pafs  by,  that  it  is  very  culpable  to  be  facetious  in 
obfcene  and  fmutty  matters.  Such  things  are  not  to  be 
difcourfed  on  either  in  jeft  or  in  eameft ;  they  muft  not, 

Eph.  V.  3.  as  St.  Paul  faith,  be  fo  much  as  named  among  Ckriftiani: 
to  meddle  with  them  is  not  to  difport,  but  to  defile,  one- 
felf  and  others.  There  is  indeed  no  more  certain  fign  of 
a  mind  utterly  debauched  from  piety  and  virtue,  than 
affeding  fuch  talk.    But  farther, 

4.  All  unfeafonable  jelling  is  blameable.  Asth^re  aie 
fome  proper  feafons%f  relaxation,  when  we  may  de/ipere 
in  loco ;  fo  are  there  fome  times  and  circumftancea  of 
things,  wherein  it  concerneth  and  becometh  men  to  be 
ferious  in  mind,  grave  in  demeanour,  and  pkun  in'dif- 
courfe ;  when  to  fport  in  this  way  is  to  do  indecently,  or 
uncivilly,  to  be  impertinent,  or  troublefome^ 

It  comporteth  not  well  with  the  prefence  of  fuperiors, 
before  whom  it  becometh  us  to  be  compofed  and  modeft : 
much  lefs  with  the  performance  of  facred  office^  whidi 
require  an  earnefl;  attention,  and  mod  ferious  frame  of 
mind. 

In  deliberations  and  debates  about  affairs  of  great  im- 

f  Vitandum  ne  petulans,  ne  fuperbum,  ne  loco,  ne  tempcm  alienum,  ae 
praeparatum  et  doxno  allatum  videatur.    Qttint, 
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poitance^  the  fimple  manner  of  fpeaking  to  the  point  is  SERM, 
liie  proper^  eafy,  dear,  and  compendious  way  :  facetious    XIV. 
fpeecfa  there  ferves  only  to  obftruft  and  entangle  bufinefs,  — — 
to  lofe  time,  and  protraft  the  refults.    The  fliop  and  ex- 
change will  fcarce  endure  jefting  in  their  lower  tranf- 
adions :  the  fenate,  the  court  of  juftice,  the.  church  do 
much  more  exclude  it  from  their  more  weighty  confulta- 
tions.    Whenever  it  juftleth  out,  or  hindereth  the  dif- 
patch  of  other  ferious  bufinefs,  taking  up  the  room  or 
fwaUowing  the  time  due  to  it,  or  indifpofing  the  minds  of 
the  audience  to  attend  it,  then  it  is  unfeafonable  and  pefti- 
knt.    JJal^eiVy  Jv»  oiroo^a|ij5,  to  play,  that  we  may  ie  ^e- Arift.  Eth, 
^^•Wj/ty  bufyy  is  the  good  rule  of  Aftacharfis,  implying  the*'  *' 
Xobordination  of  fport  to  bufinds,  as  a  condiment  and  fur- 
therance, not  an  impediment  or  clog  thereto.     He  that 
for  his  fport  negleAs  his  buiinefs,  deferves  jindeed  to  be 
•reckoned  among  children;   and  children's  fortune  will 
attend  him,  to  be  pleafed  with  toys,  and  to  fail  of  fub- 
,ftantial  profit. 

It  is,  again,  improper  (becaufe  indeed  uncivil  and  in- 
human) to  jeft  with  perfons  that  are  in  a  fad  or  affli6l;ed 
condition^;  as  arguing  want  of  due  confidering  or  due 
commiferating  their  cafe :  it  appears  a  kind  of  infulting 
upon  their  mbfortune,  and  is  apt  to  foment  their  grief. 
Even  in  our  own  cafe,  upon  any  difafirous  occurrence  to 
oorfelveiB,  it  would  not  be  feemly  to  frolic  it  thus ;  it 
would  fignify  want,  of  due  regard  to  the  frowns  of  God, 
and  Ae  ftrokes  of  his  hand;  it  would  crofs  the  Wife 
•Man's  advice,.  Jn  the  day  of  pro/perky  be  joyful,  but  in  theEcc\t{,\iu 
day  of  adverjity  confider,  ^** 

It  ia  alfo  .not  feafonable,  or  civil,  to  be  jocund  in  this 
way  witib  thofe  who  defire  to  be  ferious,  and  like  not  the 
•Immour.  Jocularity  (hould  not  be  forcibly  obtruded,  but 
by  a  Undly  confpiracy,  or  tacit  compad:,  flip  intp  conver- 
iiidon:  confent  and  comj^fance  give  all  the  life  thereto. 
Its  defign  is  to  fweeten  and  eafe  fociety ;  when  to  the 

IVLntMiTk  »ifA4'\  ik^*  Z*  iriXu  iu.  Burlp.  Arifi.  ?«/.  ii.  4. 
^  AdverAu  miferos  inhuroaiius  eft  jocus.  Quint, 
Y  % 
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SKRM.  contrary  it  breedeth  offence  or  incumbrance^  it  is  worfe 
XIV.    than  vain  and  unprofitable.    From  thefe  inflances  we  may 
coUeft  when  in  other  like  cafes  it  is  unfeafbnable^  and 
therefore  culpable.    Farther, 

5.  To  affe£l,  admire,  or  highly  to  value  this  way  of 
fpeaking,  either  abfolutely  in  itfelf,  or  in  comparifon  to 
the  ferious  and  plain  way  of  fpeech,  and  thence  to  be 
drawn  into  an  immoderate  ufe  thereof,  is  blameable.  A 
man  of  ripe  age,  and  found  judgment,  for  refrefliment  to 
himfelf,  or  in  complaifance  to  others,  may  fometimes 
condefcend  to  play  in  this  or  in  any  other  harmlefs  way : 
but  to  be  fond  of  it,  to  profecute  it  with  a  careful  or 
painful  eagernefs,  to  doat  and  dwell  upon  it,  to  reckon  It 
a  brave  or  a  fine  thing,  a  fingular  matter  of  commenda- 
tion, a  tranfcendent  accompliihment,  anywife  preferabJe 
to  rational  endowments,  or  comparable  to  the  moral  ex- 
cellencies of  our  mind,  (to  folid  knowledge,  or  found  wiC- 
dora,  or  true  virtue  and  goodnefs,)  this  is  extremely  child- 
ifh,  or  brutifl),  and  far  below  a  man.  What  can  be  more 
abfurd,  than  to  make  a  bufinefs  of  play,  to  be  ftudious 
and  laborious  in  toys,  to  make  a  profeffion  or  drive  a 
trade  of  impertinency  ?  *  vvjbat  more  plain  nonfenfe  can 
there  be,  than  to  be  earned  in  jeft,  to  be  continual  in  di- 
vertifenient,  or  condant  in  paftime ;  to  make  extravagance 
all  our  way,  and  fauce  all  our  diet  ?  Is  not  this  plainly 
the  life  of  a  child,  that  is  ever  bufy,  yet  never  bath  any 
thing  to  do  ?  or  the  life  of  that  mimical  brute^  whidi  is 
always  active  in  playing  uncouth  and  unlucky  tricks; 
which,  could  it  fpeak,  might  furdy  pafs  well  for  a  pro- 
fcffed  wit  ? 

The  proper  work  of  man,  the  grand  drift  of  human  life^ 
is  to  follow  reafon,  (that  noble  fpark  kindled  in  us  from 
hea\*en ;  that  princely  and  powerful  faculty,  which  is  able 
to  reach  fo  lofty  obje£b,  and  to  achieve  fo  mighty  works;) 
not  to  footh  fancy,  that  brutifh,  (haUow,  and  giddy 
po^xr,  able  to  perform  noAing  worthy  much  r^aid. 

An9.  Stl,  X.  «. 
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We  are  not,  even  Cicero  could  tell  us,  lorn  for  play  and  SERM. 
jefting;  Imtforfeverity,  and  thejludy  of  graver  and  greater  XIV. 
affairsK  Ye«,  we  were  purpofely  deiigned,  and  fitly 
iramed^  to  underAand  and  contemplate,  to  afFeft  and  de* 
light  in,  to  undertake  and  purfue  mod  noble  and  worthy 
things ;  to  be  employed  in  bufinefs  confiderably  profit- 
able to  ourfelves,  and  beneficial  to  others :  we  do  there- 
fore ftrangely  debafe  ourfelves,  when  we  do  ftro'ngly  bend 
our  minds  to,  or  fet  our  affeftions  upon  fuch  toys. 

Efpecialty  to  do  fo  is  unworthy  of  a  Chriftian ;  that  is 
of  a  perfon  who  is  advanced  to  fo  high  a  rank,  and  fo 
glorious  relations ;  who  hath  fo  excellent  objefts  of  his 
mind  and  affe^ons  prefented  before  him,  and  fo  excel- 
lent rewards  for  his  care  and  pains  propofed  to  him ;  who 
is  engaged  in  affairs  of  fo  worthy  nature,  and  fo  immenfe 
oonfequence :  for  him  to  be  zealous  about  quibbles,  for 
him  to  be  ravifhed  with  puny  conceits  and  expreffions,  it 
is  a  wondrous  overfight,  and  an  enormous  indecency. 

He  indeed  that  prefers  any  faculty  to  reafon,  difclaims 
the  privilege  of  being  a  man,  and  underflands  not  the 
worth  of  his  own  nature  5  he  that  prizes  any  quality  be- 
jQud,  virtue  and  goodnefs,  renounces  the  title  of  a  Chrif- 
tian, and  knows  not  how  to  value  the  dignity  of  his  pro- 
fierffion.  It  is  thefe  two,  reafon  and  virtue,  in  conjunftiony 
which  produce  all  that  is  confiderably  good  and  great  in 
the  world.  Fancy  can  do  little ;  doeth  never  any  thing 
wellf  except  as  directed  and  wielded  by  them.  Do  pretty 
conceits  or  humorous  talk  carry  on  any  bufinefs,  or  per- 
form any  work  ?  No ;  they  are  inefFe6lual  and  fruitlefs  : 
often  they  diflurb,  but  they  never  difpatch  any  thing  with 
good  fuccefs.  It  is  fimple  reafon,  as  dull  and  dry  as  it 
leemeth,' which  expediteth  all  the  grand  affairs,  which 
aocompliflieth  all  the  mighty  works  that  we  fee  done  in 
.  the  world.  In  truth,  therefore,  as  one  diamond  is  worth 
ntimberlefs  bits  of  glafs ;  fo  one  folid  reafon  is  worth  in- 
numerable fancies :  one  grain  of  true  fcience  and  found 

k  Neque  enim  ita  generati  a  natura  fumus,  ut  ad  ludum  jocumque  fa4U 
^videunur ;  fed  ad  feveritatem  potius^  et  ad  quedam  ftudia  graviora  atqqe 
inajoca.  Cie,  Off*  u 
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SBRM.  Mrifdom  io  real  worth  and  ufe  doth  outweigh  loads,  if 

XIV.     any  loads  can  be,  of  freakUh  wit.     To  rate  things  other-  . 
"  wife  doth  argue  great  weaknefs  of  judgment,  and  fond- 

nefs  of  mind.  So  to  conceit  of  this  way  fignifieth  a 
weak  mind ;  and  much  to  delight  therein  rendereth  it  fo  : 
jiothing  more  debafeth  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  or  more  ren- 
jdereth  it  light  and  trifling  1. 

Hence  if  we  mufl:  be  venting  pleafant  conceits,  we 
fhould  Ao  It  as  if  we  did  it  not,  carelefsly  and  unconcern^ 
.edly ;  not  (landing  upon  it,  or  valuing  ourfelves  for  it : 
we  fhould  do  it  with  meafure  and  moderation ;  not  giving 
up  ourfelves  thereto,  fo  as  to  mind  it,  or  delight  in  it 
more  than  in  any  other  thing :  we  (hould  not  be  fo  intent 
upon  it  as  to  become  remifs  in  affairs  more  proper  or 
needful  for  us ;  fo  as  to  naufeate  ferious  bufineis,  or  dif- 
relifli  the  more  worthy  entertainments  of  our  minds.  This 
.is  the  great  danger  of  it,  which  we  daily  fee  men  to  in- 
cur; they  are  fo  bewitched  with  a  humour  of  being 
witty  themfelves,  or  of  hearkening  to  the  foncies.  of 
others^  that  it  is  this  only  which  they  can  like  or  favour, 
which  they  can  endure  to  think  or  talk  of.  It  is  a  great 
pity,  that  men  who  would  feem  to  have  fo  much  wit, 
-fliould  fo  little  underftand  themfelves.    Butfertber, 

6.  Vain -glorious  oftentation  this  way  is  very  blameable. 
All  ambition,  all  vanity,  all  conceitednefs,  upon  whatever 
ground  they  are  founded,  are  abfolutely  unreafonable  and 
filly  :  but  yet  thofe,  being  grounded  on  fome  real  ability, 
or  fome  ufefiil  fldll,  are  wife  and  manly  in  comparifon  to 
this,  which  flandeth  on  a  foundation  fo  maniiefUy  flight 
Tertul.  and  weak.  The  old  philofophers  by  a  fevere  fether  were 
called  animalia  glorice,  animals  of  glory  ;  and  by  a  &ti- 

1  *ns  fih  0UfA^mnn  xctrk  raurhv  -^vx^ni  vv^l^nf  4t«i  tvr^ainXMf  W;^«r«9«  .B«/^ 
Confi,  Mon.  13. 

n«XX0Vf  0Uf&€amt  rtli/f  vif)  rk  roteturet  Ag-xoXu/Aivovf,  rt!u  l^^cv  Xiyu  iu^tut^ 
r«yMy,  rns  •4'uxns  Vfif  ytXtiit  /uiy  ^mx^tftXruty  Mti  ro  rtis  ffov^rttti  ^intn  ^  wi* 
ifuxfttfAUof  tutrctXvv^t,  Ibid, 

Jocorum  frequens  ufus  omne  aniinis  pondus,  omnemque  vim  eripiet.  Sen. 
it  Tranj,  c.  xv. 
.    'H  tlr^ariXia  fAaXcuth  viu  rnt  "^^X^h  f^tftiv,  imrtrrtMWitu^  Cir^,  in 
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lical  poet  they  were  termed  bladders  of  vanity :  but  they  8£A^. 
at  leaft  did  catch  at  praife  from  praifeworthy  knowledge?    ^^^* 
tbey  were  puffed  up  with  a  wind  which  blowed  fon^e  tunii  ^n^m 
good  to  mankind;  they  fought  glory  from  that  which ^^^^ 
deferved  glory,  if  they  had  not  fought  it  $  it  was  a  fub- 
ftantial  and  folid  credit  which  they  did  affed:,  refulting 
from  fuccefsful  enterprifes  of  ftrong  reafon  and  ftout  in- 
.du(hy  :  but  thefe  animalcula  glorice^  thefe  flies,  thefe  in-  Rifus— 4e- 
fefts  of  glory,  thefe,  not  bladders,  but  bubbles  of  vanity,  ?g®™]^. 
Wquld  be  admired  and  .praifed  for  that  which  is  nowife^s-^?^**^ 
,4bdmiiable  or  laudable ;   for  the  .cafual  hits  and  emer- 
.geiK^s  of  roving  fancy ;  for  ftumbling  on  an  odd  conceit 
or  phraje,  which  fignifieth  nothing,  and  is  as  fuperficial  as 
.the-fipile,  ^  hollow  as  the  noife  it  caufeth.   Nothing  cer- 
tainly in  nature  is  more  ridiculous  than  a  felf-conceited 
wit,  n^ho  deemeth  himfelf  fomebody,  and  greatly  pre- 
tendeth  to  commendation  from  fo  pitiful  and  worthlefs  a 
thiqgas  a  knack  of  trifling. 

7.  Liaflly,  it  is  our  duty  never  fo  far  t6  engage  our- 
.felvea  in  this  way,  as  thereby  to  lofe  or  to  impair  thi^t  • 
habitual  ferioufnefs,  modefty,  and  fobriety  of  mind,  that 
iteady  compofednefs,  gravity  and  conflancy  of  demeanour, 
which  become  Chridians.    We  fliould  continually  keep 
our  minds  intent  upon  our  high  calling,  and  grand  in- 
.terefts;  ever  well  tuned,  and  ready  for  the  performance 
of  holy  devotions,  and  the  pra£lice  of  moft  ferious  duties 
with  earneft  attention  and  fervent  afie£lion :   wherefore 
we  ihould  never  fuffer  them  to  be  diflblved  into  levity,  or 
difordered  into  a  wanton  frame,  indifpofing  us  for  reli- 
{poys  thoughts  and  aflions.    We  ought  always  in  our 
behaviour  to  maintain  not  only  to  mpevov,  a  fitting  decency ,  phil.  w.  s. 
tmt'alfo  TO  <refji,vov,  a  flately  gravity,  a  kind  of  venerable  iTim.iii.8. 
majefty,  fuitable  to  that  high  rank  which  we  bear  of 
God's  friends  and  children  ;  adorning  our  holy  profeflion,Tit  H.  10. 
and  guarding  us  from  all  impreffions  of  finful  vanity .  J^'JJu^**" 
Wherefore  we  (hould  not  let  ourfelves  be  tranfported  intoquando 
any  cxceflSve  pitch  of  lightnefs,  inconfiftent  with,  or  pre-^j,„*^i. 
judicial  to,  our  Chriftian  ftate  and  bulinefs.     Gravity  and  "««*  a^^o- 
modefly  are  the  fences  of  piety,  which  being  once  flighted,  Q„mt.  ii  z. 


jaS  Jigainft  foolifti  Talking  and  J^U9ig. 

SERM.  fin  will  eafily  attempt  and  encroach  upon  us.    So  the  old 

XTV.    Spanifh  gentleman  may  be  interpreted  to  have  been  wife, 

who,  when  his  fon  upon  a  voyage  to  the  Indies  took  his 

Stiad.  In-  leave  of  him,  gave  him  this  odd  advice ;  My  foUy  in  the 

to.  Funi'ji^  place  keep  thy  gravity,  in  the  next  place  fear  God : 
intimating,  that  a  man  muft  firft  be  ferious  before  he  can 
be  pious. 

To  conclude,  as  we  need  not  be  demure,  fo  muft  we 
not  be  impudent ;  as  we  fhould  not  be  four,  fo  ought  we 
not  to  be  fond ;  as  we  may  be  free^  fo  we  (hould  not  be 
vain  ;  as  we  may  well  ftoop  to  friendly  complaisance,  fo 
we  (hould  take  heed  of  falling  into  contemptible  levity. 
If  without  wronging  others,  or  derogating  from  ourfelves, 
we  can  be  facetious  ;  if  we  can  ufe  our  wits  in  jefting  in*- 
nocently  and  conveniently;  we  may  fometimes  do  it:  but 
let  us,  in  compliance  with  St.  Paul's  direSion,  beware  of 
foolifh  talking  andje/iing,  which  are  not  convenient, 

Heb.  xiJi.  Now  the  God  of  grace  and  peace  make  us  perfhA  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  us  that  whwk  is 
well  pleqfing  in  hisfght,  through  Jefus  Chriftj  to  whom  h 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


30>91. 


SERMON  XV. 


AGAINST  RASH  AND  VAIN  SWEARING. 


James  v.  la. 

But  above  all  things,  my  brethren,  Jiuear  not. 

Among  other  precepts  of  good  life  (direAing  the  SERM. 
pra&ice  of  virtue  and  abflinence  from  fin)  St.  James  doth  ^^* 
vafert  this  about  fwearing,  couched  in  expreffion  denoting 
his  great  earneftnefs,  and  apt  to  excite  our  fpecial  atten- 
tion.  Therein  he  doth  not  mean  univerfally  to  interdi£k 
the  ufe  of  oaths ;  (for  that  in  fome  cafes  is  not  only  law- 
ful, but  very  expedient,  yea  needful,  and  required  from 
U8  as  a  duty;)  but  that  fwearing  which  our  Lord  had 
exprefsly  prohibited  to  his  difciples,  and  which  thence, 
queftionlefs,  the  brethren  to  whom  St.  James  did  write 
did  well  underftand  themfelves  obliged  to  forbear,  having 
kamt  fo  in  the  firft  catechifms  of  Chrifiian  inflitution; 
that  is,  needlefs  and  heedlefs  fwearing  in  ordinary  con- 
verfation  :  a  prafilice  then  frequented  in  the  world,  both 
among  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  the  which  alfo,  to  the  fhame 
of  our  age,  is  now  fo  much  in  fafliion,  and  with  fome 
men  in  vogue;  the  invoking  God's  name,  appealing  to 
his  teflimony,  and  provoking  his  judgment,  upon  any 
flight  occafion,  in  common  talk,  with  vain  incogitancy,  or 
profane  boldnefs.  From  fuch  pra£lice  the  holy  Apoflle 
dehorteth  in  terms  importing  his  great  concemednefs, 
and  implying  the  matter  to  be  of  higheft  importance : 


33^  ^e^'^  ^^  ^^  ^^  Swearing. 

SERM.for^  n^o  trirrWf  faith  be,  Before  all  t kings,  my  brethren^ 
^^'  do  notfwear;  as  if  he  did  apprehend  this  fin  of  all  other 
to  be  one  of  the  mod  heinous  and  pernicious.'  Could  he 
have  faid  more  ?  would  he  have  faid  fo  much,  if  he  had 
not  conceived  the  matter  to  be  of  exceeding  weight  and 
confequence  ?  And  that  it  is  fo,  I  mean  now^  by  God's 
help5  to  (hew  you,  by  propofing  fome  oonfiderations, 
whereby  the  heinous  wickednefs,  together  with  the  mon- 
firous  folly,  of  fuch  ra(h  and  vain  fwearing  will  appear; 
the  which  being  laid  to  he^rt  willj  I  .hope,  efeAually  dif- 
fuade  and  deter  from  it. 

I.  Let  us  confider  the  nature  of  an  oath,  and  what  we 
do  when  we  adventure  to  fwear. 

It  is  (as  it  is  phrafed  in  the  Decalogue^  and  otherwhere 
Er.od.zx. 7. in  hoIy  Scripture)  an  qffuming  the  name  of  our  God,  and 
Piov.  XXX.  applying  it  to  our  purpofe,  to  countenance  and  confirm 

what  we  fey  *.^ 
Gen.  szxi.      I^  ^^  ^n  invocation  of  God  as  a  moft  faithful  witneft, 
j^  concerning  the  truth  of  our  words^  or  the  fincerity  of  oar 

i&m."xii.' meaning.  >r^e^ 

Jcr  xlii  5.  ^^  ^^  *"  appeal  to  God  as  a  moft  upright  Judge^  wbe- 
Jobxvi.  i9.ther  we  do  prevaricate  in  aflerting  what  we  do  not  be- 
j  jQii'"^f g,  lieve  true,  or  in  promifing  what  we  are  not  firmly  re- 
Geii.xxxi.  folved  to  perform. 

I'sam.  ^*  ^*  ^  formal  engagement  of  God  to  be  the  Avenger 

xxiv.  15.    of  dur  trefpaffing  in  violation  of  truth  or  fiaith. 
Tiif'araa      '*  ^®  ^  binding  our  fouls  ^  with  a  moft  ftriA  and  folemn 
u.  sd.  xix.  obligation,  to  anfwer  before  God^  and  to  undergo  die 
NdhuV!^2  iflue  of  his  judgment  about  what  we  aflirm  or  under- 
13.  'take. 

9  Kin^^^!     Such  an  oath  is  reprefented  to  us  in  holy  Scripture. 
31-       ...       Whence  we  may  colleft,  that  fwearing  doth  require 
9. 35.  iux.  great  modefty  and  compofednefs  of  Ipirit,  very  ferlons 
^*'        .    confideration  and  folicitous  care,  that  we  be  not  rude  and 

\  03II1.  xnr. 

44.  iu.  17.  fancy  with  God^  in  taking  up  his  name,  and  proflituting 

ZX.  13. 

B  Florima  firmintur  jurquiando— diis  immortaUbus  intopofitis  torn 
jndidlMis,  turn  teftibus.  Cic.  de  Leg,  u.  p.  396. 

^  Nam.  XXX,  3.  nis  «fw;  us  Mm^v  n AuWc  rnt  Ixf^Uts,  Pia,  m  C^t» 
Bm.  p.  491. 
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it  to  vUe  or  mean  ufes;  that  we  do  not  abnfe  or  debafe.SERM. 
his  authority,  by  citing  it  to  aver  falfehoods  or  imperti-     XV, 
sences;  that  we  do  not  flight  bis  venerable  juftice,  by 
nfhly  provoking  it  againft  us ;  that  we  do  not  precipi- 
tandy  throw  our  fouls  into  moft  dangerous  fnares  and 
intricades. 

For,  let  us  reflect  and  confider :  what  a  prefumption 
is  it  without  due  regard  and  reverence  to  lay  bold  on 
God's  name;  with  unhallowed  breath  to  vent  and  toft 
that  great  and  glorious,  that  moft  holy,  that  reverend^  that  Pfal.  xciz. 

fearful  and  terrible  name  of  the  Lord  our  God,  the  great  ^vui.^. 
Creator,  the  mighty  Sovereign,  the  dreadful  Judge  of  alli^«^. 
the  world ;  that  name  which  all  heaven  with  profoundeft 
fubmiilion  doth  adore,  which  the  angelical  powers,  the 
brighteft  and  pureft  feraphim,  without  hiding  their  faces,  ifa.  vi.  9. 

cand  reverential  horror,  cannot  utter  or  hear;  the  very»^p^> 

-.thought  whereof  fliould  ftrike  awe  through  our  hearts, 
the   mention  whereof  would  make  any  fober  man  to 

•tretnble;  IIcpj  yctq  oux  aroirova  For  how,  faith  St.  Chryfo- w. 'a^^j.  {. 
ftom,  is  it  not  abfurd,  that  a  fervant  Jhould  not  dare  to^'^^^* 

-call  his  mqfter  by  name,  or  bluntly  and  ordinarily  to  men^ 
tion  him ;  yet  that  we  Jlightly  and  contemptuously  Jhould 
in  Ofur  mouth  tofs  about  the  Lord  of  angels  P 

How  is  it  not  abfurd,  if  we  have  a  garment  better  tlian  Id.* A^,y. 
the  r^,  that  we  forbear  to  ufe  it  continually ;  but  in  the^*^^^' 
moft  flight  and  common  way  do  wear  the  name  of  God  ? 
How  grievous  indecency  is  it,  at  every  turn  to  fum- 

.mon  our  Maker,  and  call  down  Almighty  God  from 
heaven,  to  attend  our  leifure,  to  vouch  our  idle  prattle,  to 

.fecood  our  giddy  paflions^  to  concern  his  truth,  his  juf- 

.ttce,  his  power  in  our  trivial  affairs  ? 

What  a  wildnefs  is  it,  to  dally  with  that  judgment 
npon  which  the  eternal  doom  of  all  creatures  dependeth, 
at  whiph  the  pillars  of  heaven  are  qft&niftiedj  which  hurled  Job  zxvi. 

•.down  lemons  of  angels  from  the  tdp  of  heaven  and  hap-  ^^' 
pinefs  into  the  bottomlefs  dungeon ;  the  which,  as  griev- 
ous finners,  of  all  things  we  have  moft  realbn  to  dread; 
and  about  which  no  fober  man  can  otherwife  think, 
tlian  did  that  great  king,  the  holy  Pfalmift>  who  iaid, 


33^  Agam/i  tajh  and  vain  Swearing. 

SERM.  My  flejh  irembleth  for  thee,  and  1  am  afraid  of  thy  judg^ 
XV.     ments  f 

Pflj,  cxix.       How  prodigious  a  madnefs  is  it,  without  any  conftraint 

-  *^'  or  needful  caufe  to  incur  fo  horrible  danger^  to  rufli  upon 

a  curfe ;  to  defy  that  vengeance,  the  lead  touch  or  breath 

whereof  can  dafli  us  to  nothing,  or  thruft  us  down  into 

extreme  and  endlefs  woe  ? 

Who  can  exprefs  the  wretchednefs  of  that  folly,  which 
fo  entangleth  us  with  inextricable  knots,  and  enchiuneth 
our  fouls  fo  rafhly  with  defperate  obligations  ? 

Wherefore  he  that  would  but  a  little  mind  what  be 
doeth  when  he  dareth  to  fwear,  what  it  is  to  meddle  with 
the  adorable  name,  the  venerable  teftimony,  the  formi- 
dable judgment,  the  terrible  vengeance  of  the  Divine  Ma- 
jefly,  into  what  a  cafe  he  putteth  himfelf,  how  extreme 
hazard  he  runneth  thereby,  would  afluredly  have  little 
heart  to  fwear,  without  greateft  reafon,  and  moft  mqgent 
need ;  hardly  without  trembling  would  he  undertake  the 
moft  neceflary  and  folemn  oath ;  much  caufe  would  he 
fee  vi&^^oii  ogxovy  to  adore,  to  fear  an  oath :  which  to  do 
the  divine  Preacher  maketb  the  charader  of  a  good  man  ; 

Ecclef.ix.3.^f,  faith  he,  is  the  good,  fo  is  the  fnner,  and  he  that 
fwearethy  as  he  thatfeareth  an  oath. 

In  fine,  even  a  heathen  Philofopher,  confidering  the 
nature  of  an  oath,  did  conclude  the  unlawfulnefs  thereof 
in  fuch  cafes.  For,  Seeing,  faith  he,  an  oath  doth  call 
God  for  witnefs,  and  propofeth  him  for  umpire  and  voucher 
of  the  things  it  faith  ;  therefore  to  induce  Godfo  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  human  affairs,  or,  which  is  all  one,  upon  fmall 
and  flight  account Sj  doth  imply  contempt  of  him :  where^ 
fore  we  ought  wholly  to  fhun  fwearing,  except  upon  occa- 
fions  of  higheji  neceffity  ^. 

II.  We  may  confider,  that  fwearing  (agreeably  to  its 
nature,  or  natural  aptitude  and  tendency)  is  re|Mrefented 
in  holy  Scripture  as  a  fpecial  part  of  religious  worfliip^  or 

•  'O  yit^  t^MH  /w'^n^M  riw  But  mmXC,  Mtu  fttrimt  mtm  jmu  iyy><T<»  i^  ttt 
Xiyu  w^trxtrm,  ri  ym  M  mt^^atwittts  wrfmymm^t  'nurrn  2t  lianT*  fum^g  »mi 

wmfmit%t9^  rn  tfMi^  &c.  Sim^L  iit  Efia,  cap.  xlir. 
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devotion  toward  God;  in  the  due  performance  whereof  wc  S£RM« 

do  avow  him  for  the  true  God  and  Governor  of  the  world;     ^^* 

we  pioufly  do  acknowledge  his  principal  attributes  and 

fpecial  prerogatives ;  (his  omniprefence  and  omnifcienccy 

extending  itfelf  to  our  mod  inward  thoughts,  our  fe- 

creteft  purpofes,  our  clofeft  retirements;   his  watchiiil 

providence  over  all  our  a£lions,  affairs^  and  concerns ;  his 

faithful    goodnefs,  in   favouring    truth    and   prote^ng 

right;  his  exa6k  juftice,  in  patronizing  fincerity,  and  chaf- 

tizing  perfidioufnefs;)  his  being  fupreme  Lord  over  all  per- 

fons,  and  Judge  paramount  in  all  caufes ;  his  readinefs  in 

our  need,  upon  our  humble  imploration  and  reference,  to 

undertake  the  arbitration  of  matters  controverted,  and 

the  care  of  adminiftering  juftice,  for  the  maintenance  of 

truth  and  right,  of  loyalty  and  fidelity,  of  order  and 

peace  among  men.     Swearing  doth  alfo  intimate  a  pious 

truft  and  confidence  in  God ;  as  Ariftotle  obfcrveth  <*. 

Such  things  a  ferious  oath  doth  imply,  to  fuch  pur- 
pofes  fwearing  naturally  ferveth ;  and  therefore  to  fignify 
or  efie&uate  them,  divine  inftitution  hath  devoted  it. 

Grod  in  goodnefs  to  fuch  ends  hath  pleafed  to  lend 
U8  hia  great  name;  allowing  us  to  cite  him  for  a  wit- 
nefs,  to  have  recourfe  to  his  bar,  to  engage  his  juftice 
and  power,  whenever  the  cafe  deferveth  and  requireth  it, 
or  when  we  cannot  by  other  means  well  aflure  the  fin- 
cerity of  our  meaning,  or  fecure  the  conftancy  of  our  re- 
folations. 

Yea  in  fuch  exigences  he  doth  exad  this  practice  from 
U8|  as  an  inftance  of  our  religious  confidence  in  him,  and 
as  a  fervice  conducible  to  his  glory :  for  it  is  a  precept  in 
bb  law,  of  moral  nature,  and  eternal  obligation,  TApz£Deut.z.9a. 
Jhalt  fear  the  Lord  Ihy  God;  himjhalt  thouferve,  and  to^'^*^^' 
kimJhaU  thou  cleave^  and  Jhalt /wear  ly  his  name.    It  is 
the  chara£ter  of  a  religious  man  to  fwear  with  due  re- 
verence and  upright  confcience.     For,  The  kingy  {aiiih  thepf.lxiu.ii, 
V&hniAfJhall  rejoice  in  God;  every  one  that  Jiueareth  by 


^  SunOf  r«  ^ik$n  rtug  Sf mV  litiTfimtv,  It  is  a  pious  thing  williogly  to  com- 
ourcafe  or  controverfy  to  God.  Ari/f,  Rkft,  i.  48. 
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SEUM.  J^i^  J^U  glory :  but  tlie  mouth  of  them  that  Jf}eak  lies 

XV.    ^U  he  flopped.    It  is  a  diftinftive  mark  of  God*s  people, 

Jer.  xii.  i6»  according  to  that  of  the  Prophet  Jeremy,  And  it  JhaU 

come  to  pqfs,  if  they  will  diligently  learn  the  ways  of  mf 

people,  tofwear  ly  my  name thenjhall  they  he  buUi  m 

the  midft  of  my  people.  It  is  predi&ed  eoneerning  liie 
lfa.xiv.  33.  evangelical  times.  Unto  me  every  knee  fltall  how,  every 
*«^-  !«•  tongue  Jhall  fwear :  and,  That  he  who  hlejfeth  himfelf  in 
the  earth,  fliall  hlefs  himfelf  by  the  God  of  truth;  md 
he  that  fweareth  in  the  earth,  fliaU  fwear  by  the  Ood  of 
truth. 

As  therefore  all  other  ads  of  devotion,  wherein  imme- 
diate application  is  made  to  the  Divine  Majefty,  ihoukt 
never  be  performed  without  mod  hearty  intention^  moft 
ferious  confideration,  mod  lowly  reverence;  fo  neither 
ihould  this  grand  one,  wherein  God  is  fo  nearly  touched, 
and  his  chief  attributes  fo  much  concerned :  the  which 
indeed  doth  involve  both  prayer  and  praife^  doth  require 
the  moft  devotional  ads  of  faith  and  fear. 
Matt.  XV.  s.  Wc  therefore  ihould  fo  perform  it  as  not  to  incur  that 
ift.  xxix,  reproof;  This  people  draweth  nigh  unto  me  with  their 
month,  and  honoureth  me  with  their  lips,  but  their  heart  is 
far  from  me. 

When  we  feem  moft  formally  to  avow  God^  to  confefe 
bis  omnifcience,  to  confide  in  his  juftice ;  we  fhould  not 
really  difregard  him,  and  in  efTed  iignify,  that  we  do  not 
think  he  doth  know  what  we  fay,  or  mind  what  we  do* 

If  we  do  prefume  to  offer  this  fervice,  we  (hould  do  it 
in  the  manner  appointed  by  himfelf,  according  to  the 
Jer.  iv.  2.   conditions  prefcribed  in  the  Prophet,  Thou  flialt  fwear.  The 
1  Lord  Uveth,  in  truth,  in  judgment,  und  in  righteoufneft  : 

in  truth,  taking  heed  that  our  meaning  be  conformable 
to  the  fenfe  of  our  words,  and  our  words  to  the  verity  of 
things ;  in  judgment,  having  with  careful  deliberation  ex- 
amined and  weighed  that  which  we  affert  or  promife ;  in 
righteoufnefs,  being  fatisfied  in  confciencCj  that  we  do  not 
therein  infringe  any  rule  of  piety  toward  God,  of  equity 
toward  men,  of  fobriety  and  difcretion  in  regard  to  our- 
felves« 
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The  caufe  of  our  fwearing  muft  be  needful^  or  very  er^^  SERM. 
pedient}  the  defign  of  it  muft  be  honed  and  ufeiiil  to  ^^- 
confiderable  purpofes;  (tending  to  God's  honour^  our 
neighbour's. benefit,  our  own  welfare;)  the  matter  of  it 
fhould  be  not  only  juft  and  lawful,  but  worthy  and 
wd^^ty ;  the  manner  ought  to  be  grave  and  folemn,  our 
iftind  being  framed  to  earneft  attention,  and  endued  with 
jiious  afie£tions  fuitable  to  the  occafion. 

Otherwife,  if  we  do  venture  to  fwear,  without  due  ad* 
vice  and  care,  without  much  refpe£t  and  awe,  upon  any 
flight  or  vain  (not  to  fay  bad  or  unlawful)  oecafion ;  we 
then  defecrate  fwearing,  and  are  guilty  of  profaning  a 
iBoft  facred  ordinance:  the  doing  fo  doth  imply  bafe 
liypocrify,  or  lewd  mockery,  or  abominable  wantonnefs  Matt.  zv» 
and  folly;  in  boldly  invading,  and  vainly  trifling  witb^'^' 
the  moft  auguft  duties  of  religion.  Such  fwearing  there- 
Jfora  IB  very  diihonourable  and  injurious  to  God,  very  pre- 
judidal  to  religion,  very  repugnant  to  piety. 

III.  We  may  confider  that  the  fwearing  prohibited  ia 
very « noxious  to  human  fociety. 

The  great  prop  of  fociety  (which  upholdeth  the  fafety, 
peace,  and  wel&re  thereof,  in  obferving  laws,  difpenfing 
juftice,  difcharging  trufis,  keeping  contrafts,  and  holding 
good  correfpondence  mutually)  is  confcience,  or  a  jfenfe 
of  duty  toward  God,  obliging  to  perform  what  is  right 
aad  equ^  \  quickened  by  hope  of  rewards,  and  fear  of 
paniihments  from  him:  fecluding  which  principle,  na 
worUUy  confideration  is  ftrong  enough  to  hold  men  fad ; 
or  can  Surther  difpofe  many  to  do  right,  or  obferve  faith,. 
<»*  hold  peace,  than  appetite,  or  intereft,  or  humour 
.(thinga  very  flippery  and  uncertain)  do  fway  them. 

That  men  fhould    live    honeftly,  quiedy,  and  com- 
fentaUy  together,  it  is  needful  that  they  fhould  live  under  . 
•a  fenfe  of  God's  will,  and  in  awe  of  the  divine  power, 
bopag  to  pleafe  God,  and  iisaring  to  ofiend  him,  by  their 
l)di4viour  refpe^vely. 

That  juftice  fhould  be  adminiftered  between  men,  it  ia 
neoeflary  that  teftimonies  of  fa£t  be  alleged;  and  that 
witnefles  fhould  apprehend  themfelves  greatly  obliged  to 
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8ERM.  difcover  the  truth,  according  to  their  confcience^  in  dark 
XV.     and  doubtful  cafes. 

That  men  fhould  uprightly  difcharge  offices  ferviceablc 
to  public  goodj  it  doth  behove  that  they  be  firmly  en- 
gaged to  perform  the  trufts  repofed  in  them. 

That  in  affairs  of  very  confiderable  importance,  men 
(hould  deal  with  one  another  with  fatisfisifiiion  of  mind 
and  mutual  confidence,  they  muft  receive  competent  af- 
furances  concerning  the  integrity,  fidelity,  and  conftancy 
each  of  other. 

That  the  fafety  of  governors  may  be  preferved,  and  the 
obedience  due  to  them  maintained  fecure  from  attempts 
to  which  they  are  liable,  (by  the  treachery,  levity,  per- 
verfenefs,  timoroufnefs,  ambition,  all  fuch  lufts  and  ill 
humoufs  of  men,)  it  is  expedient  that  men  fhould  be  tied 
with  the  (Iridieft  bands  of  allegiance. 

That  controverfies  emergent  about  the  interefts  of  men 
fhould  be  determined,  and  an  end  put  to  *ftrife  by  pe- 
remptory and  fatisfadiory  means,  is  plainly  neceflary  for 
common  quiet. 

Wherefore  for  the  public  intereft  and  benefit  of  human 
fociety,  it  is  requifite  that  the  highcft  obligations  poffible 
fhould  be  laid  upon  the  confciences  of  men. 

And  fuch  are  thofe  of  oaths,  engaging  them  to  fidelity 
and  conftancy  in  all  fuch  cafes,  out  of  regard  to  Almighty 
God,  as  the  infallible  Patron  of  truth  ^nd  right,  the  un- 
avoidable Chaftifer  of  perfidioufnefs  and  improbity. 

To  fuch  purpofes  therefore  oaths  have  ever  beenap* 
plied,  as  the  rood  efie£lual  inftruments  of  working  them ; 
not  only  among  the  followers  of  true  and  perie£):  religion, 
but  even  among  all  thofe  who  had  any  glimmering  no- 
tions concerning  a  Divine  power  and  providence;  who 
have  deemed  an  oath  the  fafieft  tie  of  confcience,  and 
held  the  violation  of  it  for  the  moft  deteftable  impiety 
and  iniquity.  So  that  what  Cicero  faith  of  the  Romans^ 
that  ^  their  anceftors  had  no  land  to  conflrain  faith  more 


*  Nullum  cnim  vinculum  ad  adftringendam  fidem  jurejurando  majoTK 
ar^us  efle  volucrunt.  Cie,  d*  Off,  \Xu 
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Jbrml  than  an  oath,  is  true  of  all  other  nations ;  com-  SBRM. 
moo  reafon  not  being  able  to  devife  any  engagement     ^^' 
more  obliging  than  it;  it  being  in  the  nature  of  things 
T^iwredet  mtg'tSy  and  ^vpSrrecrov  itXri^sius  evix^p^j  the  utmbft  Dion.  Hft*. 
ftffiirance,  the  lad  refort  of  human  faith,  the  fureft  pledge  Jl^;J]'|?^ 
tbat  any  man  can  yield  of  his  truftinefs.    Hence  ever  in 
tmtifafkions  of  higheft  moment  this  hath  been  ufed  to 
hind  the  faith  of  men. 

Hereby  nations  have  been  wont  to  ratify  leagues  of  n fit  Suhtf 
peace  and  amity  betv^reen  each  other:  (which  therefore ^^'^^jj'^ 
the  Greeks  called  !pxici.)  P^iyh, 

Hereby. princes  have  obliged  their  fubjefts  to  loyalty: 
and  it  bath  ever  been  the  ftrong^ft  argument  to  prefs  that 
duty^  which  the  Preacher  ufeth;  /  cotmfel  thee  to  itfq&  Ecdcf.  via. 
the  km^s  commandment^  and  that  in  regard  of  the  oath  ^* 
^  God. 

Hereby  generals  have  engaged  their  foldiers  to  ftickyeget.iL 
dofe  to  them,  in  bearing  hardihips  and  encountering 
dangers* 

Hereby  the  nuptial  league  hath  been  confirmed;  the 
folemmzation  whereof  in  temples  before  God  is  in  efTeft 
a  moft  facred  oath. 

Hereon  the  decifion  of  the  greateft  caufes  concerning 
the  lives,  efhites,  and  reputations  of  men  have  depended ; 
fo  that,  as  the  ApofUe  faith,  an  oath  for  confirmation  is  to-HthM.i^ 
them  an  end  ofalljirife. 

Indeed  fuch  hath  the  need  hereof  been  ever  appre- 
bended,  that  we  may  obferve,  in  cafes  of  great  import- 
anoe,  no  other  obligation  hath  been  admitted  for  fufS-> 
dent  to  bind  the  fidelity  and  conftancy  of  the  moft  credi- 
ble perfons;  fo  that  even  the  beft  men  hardly  could  truft 
die  beft  men  without  it.    For  inftance. 

When  Abimelech  would  aflure  to  himfelf  the  friend- 
fliip  of  Abraham,  although  he  knew  him  to  be  a  very 
pious  and  righteous  perfon,  whofe  word  might  be  as 
well  takto  as  any  man's,  yet,  for  entire  fatisfaSion,  he 
thus  fpake  to  Kim ;  God  is  with  thee  in  all  that  thou  doejl:  q^^  ^xi. 
nQW  therefore  fwear  unto  me  here  ly  God^  that  thou  wilt^Qt^^. 
not  dealfalfely  with  me. 

VOL.  I.  K 
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S£RM.      Abraham,  though  he  did  much  confide  in  the  honefty 

^^*     of  his  fervant  Eliezer,  having  entrufted  him  with  all  his 

Gen.  XT.  3.  eftate,  yet  in  the  affair  concerning  the  marriage  of  his 

uiv.'sia.  ^®">  ^^  could  not  but  thus  oblige  him:  Puty  faith  he,  f 

pray  thee^  thy  hand  under  my  thigh}  and  I  will  make  thee 

fwear  ly  the  Lord,  the  God  of  heaven^  and  the  God  of  the 

earth,  that  ihon  wilt  not  take  a  wife  unto  my  fon  of  the 

daughters  of  the  Canaanites. 

Laban  had  good  experience  of  Jacob's  fidelity;  yet 
Gen.  zxki.  that  would  not  fatisfy,  but.  The  Lord,  faid  he,  watch  ber, 
49, 50,  53.  ^^^^^  ^jjg  ^j^j^  ^^^^^  when  we  are  ahfent  one  from  another. 

If  thou  Jhalt  affliSi  my  daughters,  or  if  thou  Jhalt  take 
other  wives  befide  my  daughters,  no  man  is  with  us  ;  fee^ 
God  is  witnefs  between  thee  and  me.     The  God  of  Abra^ 
ham,  and  tlie  God  of  Nahor,  the  God  of  their  fathery  judge 
betwixt  us, 
Gcp.  1:5.       So  did  Jacob  make  Jofeph  fwear,  that  he  would  bury 
1. 25.         him  in  Canaan :  and  Jofeph  caufed  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
to  fwear,  that  they  would   tranflate  his  bones.    So  did 
1  Sam.  XX.  Jonathan  carife  his  beloved  friend  *jDat;td  to  fwear,  that  he 
*     '     '  would  Jhew  kindnefs  to  Itini,  and  to  his  houfe  for  ever. 
The  prudence  of  which  courfe  the  event  iheweth,  the 
total  excifion  of  Jonathan's  family  being  thereby  pre- 
5 Sara. xxi. vented;  for.  The  King,  it  is  {aid,  fpared  Mephibofheth  the 
fon  of  Jonathan,  becaufe  of  the  Lord's  oath  that  was  be- 
tween them.  *  .  .  ' 
(1  Kings  i.  ^  Thefe  inftances  declare,  that  there  is  no  fecurity  which 
^•^  ^  ^    men  can  yield  comparable  to  that  of  an  oath;  the  ob- 
Neb.v.  13. ligation  whereof  no  man  wilfully  can  infringe,  without. 
*^"*  ^^*'     renouncing  the  fear  of  God,  and  any  pretence  to   his . 
favour. 

Wherefore  human  fociety  will  be  extremely  wronged 
and  damnified  by  the  diffolving  or  flackening  thefe  mofl: 
facred  bands  of  confcience :  and  confequently  by  their 
common  and  carelefs  ufe;  which  foon  will  breed  a  con« 
tempt  of  them,  and  render  them  infignificant,  either  to 
bind  the  fwearers,  or  to  ground  a  truft  on  their  oaths. 

As  by  the  rare  and  reverent  ufe  of  oaths  their  dignity- 
is  upheld,  and  their  obligation  kept  faft  i  fo  by  the  fre- . 
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qaent  and  ne^jgent  application   of  them,  by  the  pro-  SERM. 
flituting  them  to  every  mean  and  toyifli  purpofe,  their     ^^* 
pefpeft  will  be  quite  loft,  their  ftrength  will  be  loofed, 
they  will  prove  unferviceable  to  public  ufe. 

If  oaths  generally  become  cheap  and  vile,  what  will 
that  of  allegiance  fignify  ?  If  men  are  wont  to  play  with 
fwearing  anywhere,  can  we  expeft  they .  fhould  be 
ferious  and  ftri£l  therein  at  the  bar,  or  in  the  church  ? 
Will  they  regard  God's  teftimony,  or  dread  his  judg- 
ment, in  one  place,  or  at  one  time,  when  every  where 
upon  any,  upon  no  occafion  they  dare  to  confront  and 
contemn  them?  Who  then  will  be  the  more  trufted  for 
fwearing?  What  fatisfaSion  will  any  man  have  from  it? 
The  rifenefs  of  this  praftice,  as  it  is  the  fign,  fo  it  will  be 
the  caufe  of  a  general  diffidence  among  men.       . 

Incredible  therefore  is  the  mifchief  which  this  vain 
pradice  will  bring  in  to  the  public ;  depriving  princes  of 
their  beft  fecurity,  expofing  the  eftates  of  private  men  to 
uncertainty,  (baking  all  the  confidence  men  can  have  in 
the  faith  of  one  another.  .  ' 

•For  which  detriments  accruing  from  this  abufe  to  the 
publicy  every  vain  fwearer  is  refponfible ;  and  he  would 
do  well  to  confider,  that  he  will  never  be  able  to  make 
reparation  for  them.  And  the  public  is  much  concerned 
that  this  enormity  be  retrenched. 

'  IV-  Let  us  confider,  that  rafli  and  vain  fwearing  is 
very  apt  often  to  bring  the.  praSifer  of  it  into  that  moft 
horrible  fin  of  perjury.  For  ^falfe  fwearing^  as  the  He- 
brew Wife  Man  laith,  naturally  fpringeth  out  of  much 
fwearing:  and^j  «jH^,  faith  St.  Chryfoftom,  that  fweareth 

'  -^^rm  \m  v»Xu»f»iat  ^tu^ofx/a,  Philo  in  DeeaL  Ne  quifquam  facili  ju- 
ndone  etiam  ad  peijurium  decidiflfet,  et  in  Ecclefia  populo  prsedicabat,  et 
laott  mftitUerat,  ne  quis  juraret  nee  ad  modicum  quidem.  Pofid,  in'  Ht, 

•  t  *0  ^inntuis  iftm,  &C.  Chryf,*Kt\.  tt.  p.  WS.  *  ^    .'    [  . 

'Uh  •*§  Muftwn  tri0nf*x  quidam  legunt,  Jap.  v1  12.  -Vid.  Grot.  *   . 
dv7«f'  Wh  iitfcoXtyfiffcivov  xa)   ItjXof,   en  rey  veXvo^xov  avdtyxn  xeif   X^ia^xn 
%itm.  Ibid. 

'A^M^CMV  yat^,   mfit^x'^yof,  yc/*«  /ASfctXiTfixig   ifAfvyat,  .ft,h  0wtx*>S   iirt^^xtiv, 
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8BRM.  continually,  loth  willingly  and  unwillingly,  both  igno^ 

XV*     rantly  and  knowingly,  both  in  eam^  and  injport^  being 

often  tranfported  by  anger  and  many  other' things,  wUl. 

frequently  forfwear.     It  is  confeffed  and  manifii/i,  thai  Sh 

is  neceffary  for  him  that  fweareth  much,  to  be  perjurioks. 

*Afb^0tyoy  yap,  dfi^v^avov.  For,  faith  he  again^  ii  is  impef* 

fble,  it  is  impqffible  for  a  mouth  addi&ed  to  Jiuearing,  not 

frequently  to  forfwear.     He  that  fweareth  at  tandom^  m 

blind  paflion  moveth^  or  wanton  fancy  prompteth,  or  the 

tempter  fuggefteth^  often  will  bit  upon  afierttng  that 

which  is  falfe^  or  proroifing  that  which  is  impoffiblet 

that  want  of  confcience  and  of  confideration  which  do 

fuffer  him  to  violate  God's  law  in  fwearing,  will  betray 

him  to  the  venting  of  lies^  which  backed  with  oaths  be* 

come  perjuries.    If  fometime  what  he  fweareth  doth  hap^ 

pen  to  be  true  and  performable,  it  doth  not  free  him  of 

guilt;  it  being  his  fortune,  rather  than  his  care  or  cod- 

fcience,  which  keepeth  him  from  perjury. 

.  V.  Such  fwearing  commonly  will  induce  a  man  tOf 

bind  himfelf  by  oath  to  unlawful  praAices;  and  confi^ 

quently  will  entangle  him  in  a  woful  neceffity,  either  of 

breaking  hi^  oath,  or  of  doing  worfe,  and  committing 

wickedncfs :  fo  that  ^fwearing,  as  St.  Chryfoftom  faith^ 

hath  this  mifery  attending  it,  that,  loth  tranfgreffed  and 

olferved  it  plagueih  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  it. 

Of  this  perplexity  the  holy  Scripture  afibrdeth  two 
(I  3am.  notable  infiances :  the  one  of  Saul>  forced  to  break  hi« 
itaivid,)*  ^^^  oaths ;  the  other  of  Herod,  being  engaged  thereby 
Ai^  rm     to  commit  a  mod  horrid  murder. 

lSatt!iiv.9.     Had  Saul  obferved  his  oaths,  what  injury  had  he  done, 

Vid.ChfyC  what  mifchicf  had  he  produced,  in  flaughtering  his  moft 

i  ktm!i^Y.^^^7  ^^^  ^oft  innocent  fon,  the  prop  and  glory  of  his 

*^*  family^  the  bulwark  of  his  country,  and  the  grand  in- 

ftrument  of  falvation  to  it;  in  forcing  the  people  to 

tiolate  their  crofs  oath^  and  for  prevention  of  one,  caufing 

many  perjuries  ?    He  was  therefore  fain  to  deiSft,  and  lie 

imder  the  guilt  of  breaking  his  oaths. 

r«di  «^ir»ip(v««f.  i^rjf,  *Ai>^f.  i^.  p.  353. 
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And  for  Herod,  the  excellent  Father  thus  prefleth  the  SERML 
confideration  of  his  cafe  :  ^  Takes  faith  he,  /  befeech  yo«,  XV. 
ike  chopped'off  head  of  St.  John^  and  his  warm  blood  yet 
irickUng  down;  each  of  you  bear  it  home  with  you^  and 
cmceive  that  before  your  eyes  you  hear  it  uttering  fpeech^ 
H^fc^yi^i  Embrace  the  murderer  of  me,  ctn  oath.  That 
which  reproif  did  not,  this  an  oath  did  do  ;  that  which  the 
iyrant*s  wrcUh  could  not,  this  the  neceffity  of  keeping  an 
oath  did  effe£t.  For  when  the  tyrant  was  reprehended  pub* 
^/^.  in  the. audience  if  all  men,  he  bravely  did  bear  the  re* 
tnhei  but  when  he  had  cq/i  himfelf  into  the  neceffity  of 
^hSf  then  jtUd  he  cut  off  that  bleffed  head. 

...  VI*  Likewife  tha  ufe  of  rafh  fwearing  will  often  en^DeutztUt 
fBge  a  ipan  in  undertakings  very  inconvenient  and  detri«-][j^^^  ^^^ 
im^Otal  tp  ]iimfelf.    A  man  is  bound  to  perform  his  vows?fa\.  ixvL 
<o  theJjof^  whatever  they  be,  whatever  damage  or  trou-  **»  **• 
Ue  thence  may  accrue  to  him,  if  they  be  not  imlawful. 
It  is  the  law.  That  which  is  gone  out  of  thy  lips,  thouJhaltDctiunWl. 
fteep  and  perform.    It  is  the  property  of  a  good  man,  ^^ 
that  he  fweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and  changeth  no/«Pf.zv.4. 
Wbeiiefore  it  is  the  part  of  a  fober  man,  to  be  well  ad- 
^IM  what  be  doth  fwear  or  vow  religioufly ;  that  he  do 
fiot  put  himfelf  into  the  inextricable  ftrait  of  committing 
gireat  fin,  or  undergoing  great  inconvenience ;  that  he  do 
BOt  rafh  into  that  fnare  of  which  the  Wife  Man  fpeaketh, 
M  is  ^Jnare  to  a  man  to  devour  that  which  is  holy,  (or  to  Pi^«  ^^ 
fwallow  a  (acred  obligation,)  and  after  vows  to  mahe  en- 
pdry\  ieeking  how  he-  may  difengage  himfelf:   the 
doing  which  is  a  folly  offenfive  to  God,  as  the  Preacher 
telleth  us;  When,  faith  he,  thou  vowe/i  a  vow  unio  <jW,SodcCv«4. 
iftfer  not  to  pay  it ;  for  he  hath  no  pleq/ure  in  fools :  pay     . 
^mt  which  thou  haji  vpwed.    God  will  not  adipit  our  foVLj 
in  .vowing,  aa  a  plea  or  an  excufe  for  non-performance^  h» 
mSL  esaft  it  from  us  both  as  a  due  debt,  and  as  a^t>per 
aent  of  our  impious  folly. 


t  XLm^mmaXm  ufAt  vif»  xi^aXh  'Iammmv  X«C«»fWf*-b  'A^.  iif.  p.  553. 
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S£RM.  For  inftance,  into  what  lofs  and  mifchlef,  what  forrow, 
^  '^  what  regret  and  repentance,  did  the  unadvifed  vow  of 
Jephtha  throw  him?  the  performance  whereof,  ad  St. 
Chryf.*A»J{.  Chryfoftom  remarketh,  God  did  permit,  and  order  to  be 
commemorated  with  folemn  lamentation,  that  all  pofle* 
rity  might  be  admonifhed  thereby,  and  deterred  firom 
fuch  precipitant  fwearing.  < 

'  VII.  Let  us  confider,  that  fwearing  is  a  fin  of  all  othen 
peculiarly  clamorous,  and  provocative  of  Divine  judg^ 
ment.  God  is  hardly  fo  much  concerned,  or  in  a  manna 
conftrained,  to  punifh  any  other  fin  as  this.  He  is  bound 
in  honour  and  intereft  to  vindicate  his  name  from  the 
abufe,  his  authority  from  the  contempt,  his  holy  ordi- 
nance  from  the  profanation,  which  it  doth  infer.  He  it 
concerned  to  take  care  that  his  providence  be  not  qi:lbA 
tioned,  that  the  dread  of  his  majefty  be  not  voided^  thai 
all  religion  be  not  overthrown  by  the  outrageous  com- 
mifiion  thereof  with  impunity. 

It  immediately  toucheth  his  name,  it  exprefsly  calletb 
upon  him  to  mind  it,  to  judge  it,  to  fhew  hifnfelF*ii] 
avenging  it.  He  may  feem  deaf  or  unconcerned,  if^ 
being  fo  called  and  provoked,  he  doth  not  declare  him- 
felf.  .^  ' 

There  is  underftood  to  be  a  kind  of  formal  cpmpaS 
between  him  and  mankind,  obliging  him  to  interpofe^  t£ 
take  the  matter  into  his  cognizance^  being  fpecially  ad- 
dreiled  to  him. 

.  The  bold  fwearer  doth  importune  him  to  hear^  dot! 
roufe  him  to  mark,  doth  brave  him  to  judge  and  puiiifl 
his  wickednefs. 
Zcch.  V.         Hence  no  wonder  that  the  flying  roll,  a  quick  and  in- 
i*,*^;,    >  evitable  curfe.  doth  furprife  the  fwearer,  and  cut  him  off 
:»'.  p.525.  atf  It  IS  m  the  Prophet.     No  wonder  that  fo  many. re 
X'  ^  ^^91   n^^rkable  inftances  do  occur  in  hiftory,  of  fighal  ven- 
geance inflifted  on  perfons  notably  guilty  of  this  crime 
No  vironder  that  a  common  pra£lice  thereof  doth  fetcl 
down  public. judgments;   and  that,  as  the  Prophets  o 
Jcr.  xxiii.    old  did  proclaim,  lecaufe  of /wearing  the  land  mourneih. 
Hof.  iv.  3.      ^^^^*  ^^^rther,  (paffing  over  the  fpecial  laws  againft  it 
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the  mirchiQvous  confequences  of  it,  the  fore  punifhments  SERM. 
ftppointed  tdil,)  we  may  confider,  that  to  common  fenfe     XV. 
vain  fwearing  is  a  very  unreafonable  and  ill-favoured  prac- 
tice, greatly  miflbecoming  any  fober,  worthy,  or  honeft 
perfon  5  but  efpecially  moft  abfurd  and  incongruous  to  a 
Chriftian. 

For  in  ordinary  converfation  what  needful  or  reafon- 
able  occafion  can  intervene  of  violating  this  command? 
If  there  come  under  difcourfe  a  matter  of  reafon,  which 
is  evidently  true  and  certain,  then  what  need  can  there 
be  of  an  oath  to  affirm  it,  it  fufficing  to  expofe  it  to  light, 
or  to  propofe  the  evidences  for  it  ?  If  an  obfcure  or 
doubtful  point  come  to  be  debated,  it  will  not  bear  an 
oath';  it  will  be  a  ftrange  madnefs  to  dare,  a  great  folly 
to  hope  the  perfuading  it  thereby.  What  were  more  ri- 
diculous, than  to  fwear  the  truth  of  a  demonftrable  theo- 
rem ?  What  more  vain,  than  fo  to  affert  a  difputable  pro- 
blem? Oaths,  like  wagers,  are  in  fuch  cafes  no  argu- 
ments, except  of  fillinefs  in  the  ufers  of  them. 

If  a  matter  of  hiftory  be  ftarted,  then  if  a  man  be 
taken  for  honeft,  his  word  will  pafs  for  atteftation  with- 
out farther  aflurance:  but  if  his  veracity  or  probity  be 
doubted,  his  oath  will  not  be  relied  on,  efpecially  when 
he  doth  obtrude  it.  For  it  was  no  lefs  truly  than  acutely . 
fiiid  by  the  old  Poet,  Oux  ivlpo^  0^x01  «r/fij,  aXA*  ipruav  &vilpjM{chjL 
The  man  doth  not  get  credit  from  an  oath^  but  ^an  oath 
from  the  man :  and  a  greater  author,  ^An  oath,  faith  St. 
Chryfoftom,  doth  not  make  a  man  credible  ;  but  thete/li* 
mom/  of  his  life^  and  the  exaSnefs  of  his  converfation^  and 
a  good  repute.  Many  often  have  burji  with  fwearing^  and 
per/uaded  no  man  :  others  only  nodding  have  deferved  rnore 
belief  than  thofe  who  have  fwore  fo  mightily.  Wherefore 
oaths,  as  they  are  frivolous  coming  from  a  perfon  of  little 
worth  or  confcience,  fo  they  are  fuperfluous  in  the  mouth 

24 
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S£RM.  of  an  honeft  and  worthy  perfon;  yea,  as  they  do  not  in- 
^^'     creafe  the  credit  of  the  former,  fo  they  may  impair  that 
of  the  latter. 

A  good  mafif  as  Socrates  did  fay,  Jkould  apparently  Jo 
demean  him/elf,  thai  kis  ward  may  be  deemed  more  ere* 
dible  than  an  oath^;  the  conftant  tenor  of  his  praAice 
vouching  for  it,  and  giving  it  fuch  weight,  that  no  afle^ 
veration  can  farther,  corroborate  it. 
Qem.Alex.  He  fhould  TOf^.  Ijpyoi^  wa^xfi^j  fwear  by  his  'good  deeds^ 
p.  534.  ^"'  A"^  exhibit  /S/ov  i^iixifav,  a  life  deferving  beliefs  as  Clemens 
Alexandrinus  faith:  fo  that  no  man  (hould  defire  more 
from  him  than  his  bare  aflertion;  but  willingly  (hould 
yield  him  the  privilege  which  the  Athenians  granted  to 
Xenocrates,  that  he  fhould  teftify  without  fwearingi^. 

He  fhould  be  Hke  the  EiTenes,  of  whom  Jofephus  faith, 
that  every  thing  fpoken  by  thein  was  more  valid  than  an 
oath ;  whence  they  declined  fwearingo. 

He  (hould  fo  much  confide  in  his  own  veradty  and  &^ 
delity,  and  fo  much  (land  upon  them,  that  he  fhould  not 
deign  to  offer  any  pledge  for  them,  implying  them  to 
want  confirmation. 

He  (houldi  as  St.  Hierome  faith,  ^o  love  truth,  thai  he 
Jhozdd  Jiippoji  hirn/elf  to  have  Jwom  whatfoever  he  hath 
fmdP;  and  therefore  (hould  not  be  apt  to  heap  anothear 
oath  on  his  words. 

Upon  fuch  accounts  common  reafon  dire£led  even 
Pagan  wife  men  wholly  to  interdict  fwearing  in  ordinary 
converfation,  or  about  petty  matters,  as  an  irrational  and 
immoral  pra6tice,  unworthy  of  fober  and  difcreet  perions. 

apud  Max.  Serm,  IzzxT. 

*0  vtlv  enrtuietUu  Xiys  9f»*f  tr«i  fiiCetMs,  &»Xt¥fif,  i'4'tuSir»T0i,  Phih, 
Colendo  fidem  jurant  (Scyths ;  i^ud  Qmrt,  vii.  8.) 

%X^t^^  *Adff MtMi.  Dieg.  Laerf.  in  Xtaoer, 
F  Tintot  in  te  fit  Veii  un9r,  ut  quicquid  dizeris^  junmim  putes.  MUr<. 
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Mear  /wearing  about  any  mattery  laid  Plato^  cited  by  S£RM» 
Clem.  Alex.  ^  Avoid  fwearingy  if  you  can^  wholh/y  (aid  ^V* 
EpiSetus'.  For  money  fwear  by  no  god,  though  you /wear 
trulyj  £ud  Ifocrates*.  And  divers  the  like  precepts  occur 
k  other  heathens ;  the  mention  whereof  may  well  ferve 
to  ftrikc  ihanie  into  many  loofe  and  vain  people^  bearing 
the  name  of  Chri^ns. 

Indeed,  for  a  true  and  real  Chriftian,  this  pradice  doth 
e^tecially  in  a  far  higher  degree  n>iibecome  him,  upon 
confiderations  peculiar  to  his  high  calling  and  holy  pro** 
nffion. 

Plutarch  telleth  us,  that  among  the  Romans  the  Fk- 
men  of  Jupiter  was  not  permitted  to  fwear :  of  which 
law  among  other  reafons  he  affigneth  this;  Becaufe  it  is 
not  handfome^  that  he^  to  whom  divine  and  greaie/i  things 
an  ^ntru/iedj  Jhould  be  di/iru/ied  [aloM  fmaU  matters  K 
The  which  reafon  may  well  be  applied  to  ^xcufe  every 
Chrifiian  from  it,  who  is  a  pried  to  the  moft  High  God, 
and  Jbath  the  moft  celeftial  ^nd  important  matters  con- 
credited  to  him ;  in  comparifon  to  which  all  other  mat-*- 
ters  are  very  mean  and  inconfiderable.    The  dignity  of  his 
rank  (hould  render  his  word  verbum  honoris^  paffiible 
wifehout  any  farther  engagement.    He  hath  opinions  of 
tUngs,  he  hath  undertaken  praSices  inconfiftent  with 
fWeaiiBg.    For  he  that  firmly  doth  believe  that  God  is 
eter  prefent  with  him,  an  auditor  and  witnefs  of  all  his 
dMcoorfe;  he  that  is  perfuaded  that  a  fevere  judgment 
(ball  |>a(i5  on  biro,  wherein  he-muft  give  an  account  for  Matt  xiu 
enary  idle  word  which  ilippeth  irotn  him,  and  wherein,  ^^' 
among  other  offenders,  aifuredly  liar^  will  be  condemned  Rer.  zxi.a 
to  -the  boming  lake ',  he  that  1)1  a  great  faorament  (once"^*'*  ^^' 
moft  feleoufly  taken,  and  frequently  i^newed)  hath  en- 
gaged and  fwom,  together  with  all  other  Divine  com- 

.  9  "O^wtfi  ti«»4^  Awifm*  PUh  itfrnd  Oind.  Aha:  Sir.  V.  p.  433. 
r  \tfmm  «»f«jmr«i*,  u  ftif  §U»  n,  ut  itruf,  SpiQ,  Enck,  cap.  xliT. 
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SERM.  mandraents,  to  obferve  tbofe  which  moft  exprefsly  i9 

XV.     charge  him  to  be  exaftly  juft,  faithful,  and  veracious  ia 

Col.  iii.  9.  *''  ^is  words  and  deeds;  who  therefore  fliould  be  ready 

Eph.  iy.  25.  to  fay  with  David,  /  have  ftvomy  and  am  Jleadfq/liy  pwf^ 

P&l.cxix.  P?/^rf  to  keep  thy  righteous  judgments;  to  him  "eveiy 

106.  word  hath  the  force  of  an  oath  ;  every  lie,  every  breach 

of  promife,  every  violation  of  faith  doth  involve  peijury : 

for  him  to  fwear,  is  falfe  heraldry,  an  impertinent  accu- 

nmlation  of  one  oath  upon  another:  he  of  all  men  fhould 

difdain  to  allow  that  his  words  are  not  perfectly  credible^ 

that  his  promife  is  not  fecure,  without  being  affured  by 

an  oath. 

IX.  Indeed  the  praftice  of  fwearing  greatly  difparageth 
him  that  ufeth  it,  and  derogateth  from  his  credit  npbo 
divers  accounts.  ' 

•  It  fignifieth,  (if  it  fignifieth  any  thing,)  that  he  doth 
not  confide  in  his  own  reputation,  and  judgeth  his  own 
bare  word  not  to  deferve.  credit :  for  why,  if  he  taketh 
his  word  to  be  good,  doth  he  back  it  with  afleverations  \ 
why,  if  he  deemeth  his  own  honefty  to  bear  proof,  doth 
he  cite  Heaven  to  warrant  it  ? 

It  is,  faith  St.  Baiil,  a  very  foul  and  Jilly  thing  for  a 
man  to  accufe  himfelf  as  unworthy  of  belief  and  to  proffer 
an  oath  forfecurity  *. 

i  By  fo  doing  a  man  doth  authorize  others  to  diftruft 
him :  for  it  can  be  no  wrong  to  diftruft  him,  who  doth 
not  pretend  to  be  a  credible  perfon,  or  that  his  faying 
alone  may  fafely  be  taken;  who,  by  fufpe6ling  that  otheni 
are  not  fatisfied  with  his  iimple  aifertion,  implieth  a  rea- 
fon  known  to  himfelf  for  it. 

:  It  rendereth  whatever  he  faith  to  be  in  reafon  fufpi- 
oious,  as  difcovering  him  void  of  confcience  and  difcre-^ 
tion  :  for  he  that  flatly  agaitift  the  rules  of  duty  and  rea«^ 
fon  will  fwear  vainly,  what  can  engage  him  to  fpeak 
truly  y  ?    He  that  is  fo  loofe  in  fo  clear  and  fo  confidera- 

^  Omnis  fermo  fidelis  pro  jurejurando  eft.  HUr,  in  Matt,  v. 
^  A/V;^^0y  tBravrt)iiiif  xai  avenrovy  laurov  Kartiyo^uv  vf  afo^tu  trifWff  nmi  r^ 
«i£»  cftutv  »^»ktta9  Ifrt^ift^^ai,  Baf,  in  Pfal,  xiv. 
y  "tihn  y»i  ^  y*  ^vvf  •/«  in^trUv  yirMurect,  PhiU,  '  .- 
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bte  a  point  af  obedience  to  God,  how  can  he  be  fuppofed  SERM. 
fiaunch  in  regard  to  any  other  ?  //  heingy  as  Ariftotle  hath     ^V- 
it,  the  part  of  the  fame  men  to  do  ill  things ^  and  not  to  re-  """"^""^ 
gardforfwearing^.     It  will  at  lead  conftrain  any  man  to 
fufped:  all  his  difcourfe  of  vanity  and  unadvifednefs,  fee- 
ing he  plainly  hath  no  care  to  bridle  his  tongue  from  fo 
grofs  an  offence. 

'It  is  ftrange  therefore,  that  any  man  of  honour  or 
hoi^efty  (hould  not  fcorn,  by  fuch  a  praftice,  to  fliake  his 
own  credit,  or  to  detraft  from  the  validity  of  his  word ; 
which  (hould  ftand  firm  on  itfelf^  and  not  want  any  at- 
teftation  to  fupport  it.  It  is  a  privilege  of  honourable 
perfons,  that  they  are  excufed  from  fwearing,  and  that 
their  verhum  honoris  paffeth  in  lieu  of  an  oath :  is  it  not 
then  ftrange,  that  when  others  difpenfe  with  them,  they 
fhould  not  difpenfe  with  themfelves ;  but  voluntarily  de- 
^de  themfelves,  and  with  fin  forfeit  fp.  noble  a  pri- 
vilege ? 

X.  To  excufe  thefe  faults,  the  fwearer  will  be  forced 
to  confefs,  that  his  oaths  are  no  more  than  wafte  and  in- 
fignificant  words ;  deprecating  being  taken  for  ferious,  or 
to  be  underftood  that  he  meaneth  any  thing  by  them  5 
bat  only  that  he  ufeth  them  as  expletive  phrafes,  «rpojHierocK 
kharXvjpooiriv  hiyoo^  to  plump  his  fpeech,  and  fill  up  fen-^*'*^®* 
ttaces.  But  fuch  pleas  do  no  more  than  fuggeft  other 
fiiolts  of  fwearing,  and  good  arguments  againft  it;  its 
impertinence,  its  abufe  of  fpeech,  its  difgracing  the  prac- 
tiier  of  it  in  point  of  judgment  and  capacity.  For  fo  it 
18,  oaths  as  they  commonly  pafs  are  mere  excrefcences  of 
fpeech,  which  do  nothing  but  encumber  and  deform  it ; 
tbey  fo  embellifh  difcourfe,  as  a  wen  or  a  fcab  do  beautify 
8  ikce,  as  a  patch  or  a  fpot  do  adorn  a  garment. 
•  Tb  what  purpofe,  I  pray,  is  God^s  name  hooked  and 
baled  into  our  idle  talk  ?  why  fhould  we  fo  often  men- 
tion bim,  when  we  do  not  mean  any  thing  about  him? 
would  it  not,  into  every  fentence  to  foift  a  dog  or  a  horfe. 


AriJI.  Biei.  Mi  Altsc,  cap.  xviii.' 
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SERBL  (to  Intrude  Turkiih,  or  any  barbarous  ^bberiih^)  be  alt|»r 

XV.     gether  as  proper  and  pertinent  ? 
■  What  do  thefe  fuperfluities  fignify^  but  that  the  venter 

of  them  doth  little  ikill  the  ufe  of  fpeech,  or  the  rule  of 
converfation^  but  meaneth  to  fputter  and  prate  any  thiqg 
without  judgment  or  wit;  that  his  invention  is  very  bar- 
ren, his  fancy  beggarly,  craving  the  aid  of  any  ftu£f  to  tPr  ■ 
lieve  it  ?  One  would  think  a  man  .of  fenfe  fhould  grutch. 
to  lend  his  ear,  or  mcline  his  attention  to  fuch  motlqr 
ragged  difcourfe ;  that  without  naufeating  he  icaroe 
fliould  endure  to  obferve  men  laviihi^g  time,  and  fqaui- 
dering  their  breath  fo  fiivoloufly.  It  is  an  afiront  to  good 
company  to  pefter  it  with  fuch  talk. 

XI.  But  farther,  upon  higher  accounts  this  is  a  very 
uncivil  and  unmannerly  practice. 

Some  vain  perfons  take  it  for  a  genteel  and  gracefif 
thing,  a  fpecial  accomplifhment,  a  mark  of  fine  breedim^ 
a  point  of  high  gallantry :  for  who,  forfooth,  is  the  brave 
fpark,  the  compete  gentleman,  the  man  of  converfatUNi 
and  addrefs,  but  he  that  hath  the  ikill  and  confidenoe 
(O  heavens !  how  mean  a  (kill !  how  mad  a  confidence !) 
to  lard  every  fentence  with  an  oath  or  a  curie ;  "^^i«y 
bold  at  every  turn  to  {alute  his  Maker,  or  to  fumnokon 
him  in  attefiation  of  his  tattle;  not  to  fay,  calling  and 
challenging  the  Almighty  to  damn  and  deftroy  hioa? 
Such  a  conceit,  I  fay,  too  many  have  of  fwearing,  be- 
caufe  a  cuftom  thereof^  together  with  divers  other  fond 
and  bafe  qualities,  hath  prevailed  amoi^  fome  pe<q^ 
bearing  the  name  and  garb  of  gentlemen. 

But  in  truth  there  is  no  praAice  more  croffing  the 
genuine  nature  of  genteelnefs,  or  miibecoming  peribns 
well  born  and  well  bred ;  who  ihould  excel  the  rude  vul- 
gar in  goodneft,  in  courtefy^  in  noblenels  of  heart,  in  qih 
willingnefs  to  offend,  and  readinefs  to  obl^  thofe  wkfc 
whom  they  converfe,  in  fteady  compofednefr  of  mind  and 
manners,  in  difdainii^  to  bj  or  dp  any  unwortfay,  any 
unhandfome  things. 

For  this  pra&ice  is  not  only  a  grofs  rudeneft  toward 
the  main  body  of  men^  who  jufUy  reveieace  the  name  of 
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God,  and  detejfl  fach  an  abufe  thereof;  not  only,  farther^  SBRMl- 

an  infolent  defiance  of  the  common  profeffion,  the  reli-     XV. 

gioDy  the  law  of  our  countiy,  which  difalloweth  and  con- 

Annneth  it;  but  it  is  very  odious  and  ofieniive  to  any 

particular  fociety  or  company,  at  leaft  wherein  there  is 

any  fober  perfon,  any  who  retaineth  a  fenfe  of  goodnefs, 

or  18  any  wife  concerned  for  God's  honour :  for  to  any 

foch  perfon  no  language  can  be  more  difguilful ;  nothing 

eta  more  grate  his  ears,  or  fret  his  heart,  than  to  hear 

the  fbvereign  obje£k  of  his  love  and  efteem  fo  mocked 

and  (lighted;  to  fee  the  law  of  his  Prince  fo  difloyally 

ininnged,  fo  contemptuoufly  trampled  on;  to  find  bis 

bcft  Friend  and  Benefaftor  fo  outrageoufly  abufed.    To 

{^ve  him  the  lie  were  a  compliment,  to  fpit  in  his  fac« 

were  an  obligation,  in  comparifon  to  this  ufage. 

Wherelbre  it  is  a  wonder,  that  any  perfon  of  rank, 
any  that  hath  in  him  a  fpark  t)f  ingenuity,  or  doth  at  all 
pretend  to  good  manners,  (hould  find  in  his  heart  or 
deign  to  comply  with  fo  fcurvy  a  fafhion;  a  fafhibn 
much  ttiore  befitting  the  fcum  of  the  peo|de,  than  the 
flower  of  the  gentry;  yea  rather  much  below  any  man 
wdned  with  a  fcrap  of  reafon,  or  a  grain  of  goodnefs. 
Wbidd  we  bethink  ourfelves,  modeft,  fober,  and  pertih- 
aent  difoourfe  would  appear  far  more  generous  and  maf- 
ccdine^  than  fuch  mad  he£toring  the  Almighty,  fuch 
boifterous  infulting  over  the  received  laws  and  general- 
Qodods  of  mankind^  fuch  ruffianly  fwaggering  againft 
fobviety  and  goodnefs.  If  gentlemen  would  regard  the 
virtues  of  dieir  anceftors,  the  founders  of  their  quality; 
ibtX  gsUant  courage,  that  folid  wifdom,  that  noble  ^ 
penrtefy,  which  advanced  their  families,  and  fevered  them'  1 

from  the  vulgar;  this  degenerate  wantonnefs  and  for* 
diifaefs  ojplanguage  would  return  to  the  dunghill,  or  ra* 
iBasaf^  which  God  grant,  be  quite  banifhed  from  the 
w«ld ;  the  vulgar  following  their  example. 

XII.  Fartbw^,  the  words  of  our  Lord,  when  he  forbad 
this  pia&ice,  do  fuggeft  another  confideration  againft  \ 

it)  dediidble  from  the  caufes  and  fources  of  it;  from  f 

vhenee  it  cometh^  that  men  are  to  inclined  or  addi£ted'  ' 
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SBRM.  thereto:  Let,  taith  be,  your  communication  be.  Yea,  yea; 
^^'      JWay^  nay :  for  whatfoever  is  more  than  th^  cometh  of 
Mm,  yr. 37.  evil.    The  roots  of  it  he  aflureth  us  are  evil,  and  thmtsJ- 
fore  the  fruit  cannot  be  good:   it  is  no  grape  which 
groweth  firom  thorns,  or  fig  from  thiftles.     Confult  expe- 
rience, and  obferve  whence  it  doth  proceed. 

Sometimes  it  arifeth  from  exorbitant  heats  of  fjririt,  or 
tranfports  of  unbridled  paflion.  When  a  man  is  keenly 
peevift),  or  fiercely  angry,  or  eagerly  contentious,  then  )ie 
bluftereth,  and  difchargeth  his  choler  in  mod  tragical' 
drains;  then  he  would  fright  the  objefts  of  his  difplea-^ 
fure  by  the  mod  violent  expreffions  thereof.  This  h 
fometime  alleged  in  excufe  of  rafli  fwearing ;  I  was  pro^ 
vokedy  the  fwearer  will  fay,  I  was  in  pq/pon :  but  it  is 
drange,  that  a  bad  caufe  (hould  judify  a  bad  effe6l ;  that- 
one  crime  diould  warrant  another ;  that  what  would  fpoil 
a  good  a£tion  diould  excufe  a  bad  one. 
'  Sometimes  it  proceedeth  from  arrogant  conceit,  and 
ft  tyrannical  humour;  when  a  man  fondly  admireth  his? 
own  opinion^  and  affe6ling  to  impofe  it  on  others,  is- 
thence  moved  to  thwack  it  on  with  ludy  afleverations,  ,' 
*Ex«ff;«.  Sometimes  it  iflueth  from  wantonnefs  and  levity  of 
2Cor.i.i7.inind^  difpofing  a  man  to  fport  with  any  thing,  how  fe- 
rious^  how  grave,  how  facred  and  venerable  foever. 

Sometimes   its  rife  is  from    dupid    inadvertency,   or 
heady  precipitancy ;  when  the  man  doth  not  heed  what- 
he  faith,  or  confider  the  nature  and  confequence  of  hit  i 
words,  but  fnatcheth  any  expreflion  which  cometh  next, 
pr  which  his  roving  fancy  doth  offer;  for  want  oif  that- 
pf.  xxxix.  caxition  of  the  Pfalmid,  /  faid^  I  will  take  heed  to  my} 
I'Cxi.  3.  yj^yg^  ij^f-  I  Jin  not  with  my  tongue:  I  will  keep  myt 
mouth  with  a  bridle,  while  the  wicked  is  before  me. 
.  Sometimes  (alas !  how  often  in  this  raiferable  age !) » 
it  doth  fpring  from  profane  boldnefs ;  when  men  defigii 
to  put  affronts  on  religion,  and  to  difplay  their  fcorn  and- 
fpite  againd  confcience ;  afiefiling  the  reputation  of  ftout 
blades,  of  gallant  he£l:ors,  of  refolute  giants,  who  dare  do 
any  thing,  who  are  not  afraid  to  defy  Heaven,  and  bravQ 
GodJVlmighty  himfelf. 


> 
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Sometimes  it  is.  derived  from  apifh  imitation^  or  a  hu-  SERM. 
mour  to  comply  with  a  fafliion  current  among  vain  and     XV. 
diflblute  perfons.  (PC«vU.) 

.  It  always  doth  come  from  a  great  defeft  of  confcienc^ 
of  reverence  to  God,  of  love  to  goodnefs,  of  difcretion 
and  fober  regard  to  the  welfare  of  a  man's  foul. 
'  From  fuch  evidently  vicious  and  unworthy  fources  it 
proceedeth,  and  therefore  muft  needs  be  very  culpable. 
No  good,  no  wife  man  can  like  a6liojis  drawn  from  fuch  Matt.  viL 
principles.     Farther,  ^^' 

:  XIII.  This  ofTeYice  may  be  particularly  aggravated  by 
confidering,  that  it  h^th  no  (Irong  temptation  alluring  to 
it;  that  it  yieldeth  no  fenfible  advantage;  that  it  moft 
eafily  may  be  avoided  or  corredted. 

;  Every  Jin^  faith  St.  Chryfoftom,  haih  not  the  fame 
punifkmentj  but  thofe  things  which  may  eafily  be  reformed 
do  bring  on  us  greater  punijhment^i  and  what  can  be 
more' eafy  than  to  reform  this  fault?  Tellme,  faith  he, 
fhat  difficulty,  what  fweat,  what  art,  what  hazard,  what 
more  doth  if  require,  befide  a  little  care^,  to  abftain  wholly, 
from  it  ?  It  is  but  wiljing,  or  refolying  on  it,  and  it  is 
inilantly  done:  (or  there  is  not  any  natural  inclination 
dilpofing  to  it,  any  ilrpng  appetite  to  detain  us  under  its 
power. 

•.  It  gratifieth  no  fenfe,  it  yieldeth  no  profit,  it  procureth 
00  honpur;  for  the  found  of  it  is  not  very  melodious,  and 
BO  man  furely  did  ever  get  an  eftate  by  it,  or  was  pre- 
ferred to  dignity  for  it.  It  rather  to  any  good  ear 
fiiab&th  a  horrid  and  jarring  noife;  it  rather  vvith  th^ 
^ft  part  of  the  world  prpduceth  difpleafure,  damage, 
ao^  difgrace.  What  therefore  befide  monftrous  vanity, 
aiid  unaccountable  perverfenefs,  fhould  hold  men  fo  de- 
voted thereto  ? 

Surely  of  all  dealers  in  fin  the  fwearer  is  palpably  the. 
GUieft,  and  maketh  the  worft  bargains  for  himfelf ;  for 
he  finneth' gratis,  and,  like  thofe  in  the  Prophet,  7e2/e/A  lA.  Hi.  3. 

*  Ov  yikf  ih  vat  i/Mt^rvfAet  r^y  »v'rtiv  ^i^u  ttiXa^tr  aXXai   ret  tv$utri(^»tra 
k  E7ri  fiw  tr$mv  itf^ict^imf,  &C,   dry/,  'Ai>^.  i3'\  p.  594.  i'.  p.  499.  ^.  p.  489. 
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SERBL  his  foul  for  nothi$tg.  An  epicure  bath  fame  reafoa  to  •!-• 
^^*  lege^  an  extortioner  is  a  man  of  wifdom,  and  aAeth  prtH 
dently  in  comparifon  to  him  ;  for  they  enjoy  fome  pleA- 
fore,  or  acquire  fome  gain  here,  in  lieu  of  their  falvatioii 
hereafter :  but  this  fondling  ofifendeth  Heaven,  and  abaa^ 
doneth  happinefs,  he  knoweth  not  why  or  for  what.  Hs 
hath  not  fo  much  as  the  common  plea  of  human  infirmi^ 
to  excufe  him ;  he  can  hardly  fay  that  he  was  tempted 
thereto  by  any  bait  ^. 

A  fantaftic  humour  poflefleth  him  of  fpuming  at  piet| 
and  fobernefs;  he  inconfiderately  followeth  a  herd  d 
wild  fops;  he  afie£teth  to  play  the  ape.  What  more  thaa 
thia  can  he  fay  for  himfelf  ? 

XIV.  Finally,  let  us  confider,  that  as  we  ourfeIve% 
with  all  our  members  and  powers,  were  chiefly  defigaed 
and  iramed  to  glorify  our  Maker;  (the  which  to  do  iri 
indeed  the  greateft  perfe&ion  and  nobleft  privilege  of  oitt 
nature ;)  fo  our  tongue  and  fpeaking  faculty  were  ^veid 
to  us  to  declare  our  admiration  and  reverence  of  bino^ 
to  exhibit  our  due  love  and  gratitude  toward  him,  to 
profefs  our  truft  and  confidence  in  him,  to  celebrate  his 
praifes,  to  avow  his  benefits,  to  addrefa  our  fupplications 
to  him,  to  maintain  all  kinds  of  devotional  intercourie 
with  him,  to  propagate  our  knowledge,  fear,  love,  and 
obedience  to  him,  in  all  fuch  ways  to  promote  his  honour 
and  fervice.  This  is  the  moft  proper,  worthy,  and  dm 
ufe  of  our  tongue,  for  which  it  was  created,  to  which  it 
is  dedicated,  from  whence  it  becometh,  as  it  is  fo  often 

Pf.xvi.  9.  ftyled,  our  glory y  and  the  beft  member  that  we  have; 

™gj^jji  that  whereby  we  excel  all  creatures  here  below;^  and 

'•  whereby  we  are  no  leis  difcriminated  from  them  than  by 

our  Teafon ;  that  whereby  we  confort  with  the  blefled 
angels  above  in  the  difiind:  utterance  of  praife,  and  com- 
munication  of  glory  to  our  Creator  «*.     Wherefore  ap- 

marniri^  rnt  a/u^mt.  Chryf,  *A^f,t\  p.  531.  Ovlk  yap  ^r»t  rtw  •VMfiMW 
%)^tyr$  w^tCevX.it'^eUf  it^Xib  xarm^^m^n  lU^vt,  Ibid. 

^  Hoc  enim  uno  pradbimus  vel  maxime  feris,  quod  colloquimur  iirter 
aas^  et  quod  fBipiiiDeie  diotodo  ^»h.  poflumus,  Cw%  d4  Orat,  U 
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plying  this  to  any  impious  difcourfe,  with  this  to  profane  SERM. 
God's  blefled  name^  with  this  to  violate  his  holy  com-     XV. 
mands,  with  this  to  unhallow  his  facred  ordinance,  with 
this  to  offer  diihonour  and  indignity  to  him,  is  a  mod  un- 
natural abufe,  an  horrid  ingratitude  toward  him. 

It  is  that  indeed  whereby  we  render  this  noble  organ 
incapable  of  any  good  ufe.     For  how  (as  the  excellent  uis  tlli- 
Father  doth  often  urge)  can  we  pray  to*  God  for  mercies,  ^;j*7\l^-, 
or  praife  God,  for  his  benefits,  or  heartily  confefs  our  fins, '3'.  p.  559. 
or  cheerfully  partake  of  the  holy  rayfteries,  with  a  mouth'*'  ^' 
defiled  by  impious  oaths,  with  a  heart  guilty  of  fo  heinous 
difobedience  ? 

IJkewife,  whereas  a  fecondary,  very  worthy  ufe  of  our 
fpeech  IS,  to  promote  the  good  of  our  neighbour,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  edify  him  in  piety,  according  to  that  wholefome 
precept  of  the  Apoftle,  Let  no  corrupt  communication  pro- Eph.  iv.  29. 
cted  out  of  your  mouthy  but  that  which  is  good  to  the  ufe  of 
filing  J  that  it  may  minifter  grace  unto  the  hearers ;  the 
pradice  of  fwearing  is  an  abufe  very  contrary  to  that 
good  purpofe,  ferving  to  corrupt  our  neighbour,  and  to 
iriftil  into  him  a  contempt  of  religion ;  or,  however,  griev- 
oofly  to  fcandalize  him. 

Xy.  I  (hall  add  but  two  words  more.  One  is,  that  we 
would  ferioufly  confider,  that  our  bleflfed  Saviour,  who 
tofcd  us  To  dearly,  who  did  and  fuffered  fo  much  for  us, 
who  redeemed  us  by  his  blood,  who  faid  unto  us,  Tjfy^Joh.ziv.is. 
ktm  me,  keep  my  commandments^  he  thus  pofitively  hath 
eijoined.  But  I  fay  unto  you.  Swear  not  at  all:  and  how  Matt.  v.  34. 
tlto'can  we  find  in  our  heart  direftly  to  thwart  his  word? 

•The  other  is,  that  we  would  lay  t(r heart  the  reafon 
whereby  St.  James  doth  enforce  the  point,  and  the  fling 
in  the  clofe  of  our  text,  wherewith  I  conclude ;  But  above 
M  things,  my  brethren,  fwear  not,  neither  by  heaven,  9iei' 
ther  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath :  but  let  your 
Jftti  be  yea,  and  your  nay  nayylejiye  fall  into  condemnor 
iium,  or,  ^le/i  ye  fall  under  damnation.  From  the  which  .^^  Mm^u 
infinite  mifcbief,  and  from  all  fin  that  may  caufe  it,  God  '"  ^^^'^ 
in  mercy.  deliTcr  us  through  our  bleffed  Redeemer  Jefus, 
to  whom  for  ever  T>e  all  glory  and  praife, 

A  a 
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OF  EVIL-SPEAKING  IN  GENERAL. 


trtu  ecvrtvs- 


Titus  iii.  2. 
'-^Tojpeak  evil  of  no  num. 

SERM.  JL  HESE  words  do  imply  a  double  duty;  one  incumbent 
XVI.     on  teachers,  another  on  the  people  who  are  to  be  in- 
firn^ed  by  them. 

The  teacher's  duty  appeareth  froui  refleSing  on  the 
words  of  the  context,  which  govern  thefe,  and  make 

'r^tftifinf  them  up  an  entire  fentence ;  Put  them  in  mind,  or,  rub 
up  their  memory  to  do  thus.  It  is  St.  Paul's  injunAioB 
to  Titus,  a  biihop  and  paftor  of  the  church,  that  he  fhould 
admonifh  the  people  committed  to  his  care  and  inftroc- 
tion,  as  of  other  great  duties,  (of  yielding  obedience  to 
magiflrates,  of  behaving  themfelves  peaceably,  of  prac- 
tifing  meeknels  and  equity  toward  all  men,  of  being 
readily  difpofed  to  every  good  worky)  fo  particularly  of 
this,  fMJieva  fikour^fLslVf  to  revile,  orjpeak  evil  of  no  nuau 

-  Whence  it  is  apparent,  that  this  is  one  of  the  principal 
duties  that  preachers  are  obliged  to  mind  people  of,  and 
to  prefs  upon  them.  And  if  this  were  needful  then,  when 
charity,  kindled  by  fuch  in(lru£tions  and  examples,  was 
fo  lively;  when  Chriftians,  by  their  fufieringSy  wen  & 
inured  to  meeknefs  and  patience ;  even  every  one,  for  the 
honour  of  his  reli^n,  and  the  fafety  of  hit  perfim,  was 
concerned  in  all  refpeSs  to  demean  hioifelf  ionoewtly 
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$,tA  inofienfively  5  then  is  it  now  efpecially  requifite,  S 
"when  (fuch  engagements  and  reftraints  being  taken  off,_^ 
love  being  cooled,  perfecution  being  extinft,  the  tongue 
leing  fet  loofe  from  all  extraordinary  curbs)  the  tranf- 
^reffion  of  this  duty  is  grown  fo  prevalent  and  rife,  that 
cvil-fpeaking  is  almoft  as  common  as  fpeaking,  ordinary 
converfation  extremely  abounding  therewith,  that  mi- 
niders  fhould  difcharge  their  ofBce  in  dehor  ting  and  dif- 
fuading  from  it. 

Well  indeed  it  were,  if  by  their  example  of  ufing  mild 
and  moderate  difcourfe,  of  abdaining  from  virulent  in- 
veftives,  tauntings,  and  fcofBngs,  good  for  little  but  to 
inflame  anger,  and  infufe  ill-will,  they  would  lead  men  to 
^od  praftice  of  thi»  fort:  for  no  examples  can  be  fo 
\rholefome,  or  fo  mifchievous  to  this  purpofe,  as  thofe 
"which  come  down  from  the  pulpit,  the  place  of  edifica- 
tion, backed  with  fpecial  authority  and  advantage. 

However,  it  is  to  preachers  a  ground  of  aflurance,  and 
matter  of  fatisfaftion,  that  in  prefling  this  duty  they  (hall 
perform  their  duty:  their  text  being  not  fo  much  of 
their  own  choofing,  as  given  them  by  St.  Paul  5  they  can 
fiirely  fcarce  find  a  better  to  difcourfe  upon :  it  cannot  be 
K  inatter  of  furall  moment  or  ufe^  which  this  great  mailer 
and  guide  fo  exprefsly  direfteth  us  to  infift  upon.  And 
to  the  obfervance  of  his  precept,  fo  far  as  concerneth  me, 
I  fhall  immediately  apply  rayfelf. 

.  It  is»  then  the  duty  of  all  Chriftian  people,  (to  be 
tfltigbt,  and  prefled  on  them,)  not  to  reproach,  or  fpeak 
^il  of  any  man.  The  which  duty,  for  your  inftruftion,  I 
ftall  firft  endeavour  fomewhat  to  explain,  declaring  its 
itoport  and  extent}  then,  for  your  farther  edification,  I 
ftidl  inculcate  it,  propofing  feveral  inducements  perfuafive 
to  the  obfervflnce  of  it. 

I*  For  explication,  we  may  firft  confider  the  obje6k  of 
it,  no  man;  then  the  aft  itfelf,  which  is  prohibited,  to 
tXaJphemCf  that  i»,  to  reproach,  to  revile,  or,  as  we  have  it 
|randev6d,  tojpeah  evil. 

No  man.  8t,  Paul  queftionlefs  did  efpecially  mean 
hei^  txy  fefeder  the  Chriftians  at  that  time  from  r^* 
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SERM.  proaching  the  Jews  and  the  Pagans  among  whom  they 
XVI.  lived,  men  in  their  lives  very  wicked  and  corrupt,  men  ia 
opinion  extremely  diflenting  from  them,  men  who  greatly 
did  hate,  and  cruelly  did  perfecute  them ;  of  whom  therei* 
fore  they  had  mighty  provocations  and  temptations  to 
fpeak  ill;  their  judgment  of  the  perfons,  and  their  re- 
fentijient  of  injuries,  making  it  difficult  to  abilain  from 
doing  fo.  Whence  by  a  manifeft  analogy  may  be  in^ 
ferred,  that  the  object  of  this  duty  is  very  large,  indeed 
univerfal  and  unlimited:  that  we  mud  forbear  reproach 
not  only  againft  pious  and  virtuous  perfons,  againft  per;* 
fons  of  our  own  judgment  or  party,  againfi  thofe  who 
never  did  harm  or  offend  us,  againft  our  relations,  our 
friends,  our  benefa£kors;  in  refpeft  of  whom  there  is  no 
ground  or  temptation  of  ill-fpeaking  ^  but  even  againft 
the  mod  unworthy  and  wicked  perfons,  againft  thole 
\vho  moft  difcoaft  in  opinion  and  pra6tice  from  us,  againft 
thofe  who  never  did  oblige  us,  yea  thofe  who  have  moft 
difobliged  us,  even  againft  our  moft  bitter  and  fpitefiil 
enemies.  There  is  no  acception  or  excufe  to  be  ad- 
mitted from  the  quality,  ftate,  relation,  or  demeanour  of 
men ;  the  duty  (according  to  the  proper  fenfe,  or  due 
qualifications  and  limits  of  the  a£l)  doth  extend  to  all 
men  :  for.  Speak  evil  of  no  man. 

As  for  the  a6l,  it  may  be  inquired  what  the  word 
P\a<r(priiJLslvy  to  hlafphemey  doth  import.     I  anfwer,  that  it 
is  to  vent  words  concerning  any  perfon  which  do  iigniiy 
in  us  ill  opinion,  or  contempt,  anger,  hatred,  enmity  con- 
ceived in  our  minds  toward  him ;  which  are  apt  in  him  to 
kindle  wrath,  and  breed  ill  blood  toward  us ;  .which  tend 
to  beget  in  x)thers  that  hear  ill  conceit,  or  ill-will  toward 
him  5  which  are  much  deftruftive  of  his  reputation,  pre- 
judicial to  his  interefts,  produAive  of  damage  or  mifchief 
Lukcxi.45.  to  him.  It  is  otherwife  in  Scripture  termed  XoiSopelv,  to  rail 
Judc^'9!*  ^^'  or  revile,  (to  ufe  bitter  and  ignominious  language;)  wS§/^6i>, 
Jam.  iv.  11.  to  fpeak  contumelioujly ;  fepsiv  fikoi(rpJiJi,ov  xplo-iv,  to  brifig  raH^ 
^  om.xii.    ^^^  accufationy  (or  reproachful  cenfure;)  Ttarakxkfw,  to  ufe 
Lukcvi.28,.oJ/ogrwy,  Or  ohtre&ation;  xaragocrda*,  to  ,curfe,  that  43^  to 
xvi.  la)     fpeak  words  importing  that  we  do  wifti  ill  to  a  perfon. 
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Such  is  the  language  we  are  prohibited  to  ufe.  To  SERlh 
which  purpofe  we  may  obferve,  that  whereas  in  our  con-  XVI. 
verfation  and  commerce  with  men,  there  do  frequently 
occur  occaiions  to  fpeak  of  men,  and  to  men,  words  ap- 
parently difadvantageous  to  them,  expreffing  our  diflent 
in  opinion  from  them,  or  a  diflike  in  us  of  their  proceed- 
ings, we  may  do  this  in  different  ways  and  terms ;  fome 
of  them  gentle  and  moderate,  fignifying  no  ill  mind  or 
difaffefkion  toward  them ;  others  harfh  and  fharp,  arguing 
height,  of  difdain,  difguft,  or  defpite,  whereby  we  bid 
them  defiance,  and  (liew  that  we  mean  to  exafperate 
them.  Thus,  telling  a  man  that  we  differ  in  judgment 
from  him,  or  conceive  him  not  to  be  in  the  right,  and 
calling  him  a  liar,  a  deceiver,  a  fool;  faying  that  he 
doeth  amifs,  taketh  a  wrong  courfe,  tranfgreffeth  the 
nile,  and  calling  him  difhoneft,  unjuft,  wicked ;  (to  omit 
more  odious  and  provoking  names,  unbecoming  this 
place,  and  not  deferving  our  notice ;)  are  feveral  ways  of 
expreflSng  the  fame  things:  whereof  the  latter,  in  relating 
paflages  concerning  our  neighbour,  or  in  debating  cafes 
with  him,  is  prohibited  :  for  thus  the  words  reproaching^  (Aas  xx 
reviling,  railingy  curffng^  and  the  like,  do  fignify ;  and  ®'  *'  ^'^ 
thus  our  Lord  himfelf  doth  explain  them,  in  his  divine 
fennon,  wherein  be  doth  enaft  this  law;  ^Aq/o«;er, Matt. v. i 
ftith  he^Jhallfay  to  his  Irother,  Raca,  (that  is,  vain  man, 
or  liar,)  Jhall  be  in  danger  of  the  council :  but  whofoever 
fiallfay.  Thou  fool,  Jhall  be  in  danger  of  hell  fre;  that 
16,  he  rendereth  himfelf  liable  to  a  ftridl  account,  and  to 
fevere  condemnation  before  God,  who  ufeth  contemptuous 
and  contumelious  expreffions  toward  his  neighbour,  in 
proportion  to  the  malignity  of  fuch  expreffions. 

The  reafon  of  things  aJfo  doth  help  to  explain  thofe 
words,  and  to  (hew  why  they  are  prohibited  r  becaufe 
thofe  harfh  terms  are  needlefs;  mild  words  ferving  as 
well  to  exprefs  the  fame  things :  becaufe  they  are  com- 
monly unjuft,  loading  men  with  greater  defe£t  or  blame 
than  they  can  be  proved  to  deferve,  or  their  adlions  do 
import:  (for  every  man  that  fpeaketh  falfehood  is  not 
therefore  a  liar,  every  man  that  erreth  is  not  thence  a 
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SfiRM.  fool*  every  man  that  doeth  amifs  is  not  confequently-dif* 
XVI.     honed  or  wicked ;  the  fecret  intentions  and  the  habitual 

'  difpoiitions  of  men  not  being  always  to  be  coUe&ed  from 

their  outward  a&ions:)  becaufe  they  are  uncbaritabkjf 
figniiying  that  we  entertain  the  worft  opinions  of  nuB% 
and  make  the  worft  oonftru&ion  of  their  doings,  end  am 
difpofed  to  fhew  them  no  favour  or  kindnels:  bec^uie 
alfo  they  produce  mifchievous  eired:s^  fuch  as  fpring  from 
the  worft  paflions  raifed  by  them. 

This  in  grofe  is  the  meaning  of  the  precept.  But  fince 
there  are  fome  other  precepts  feeming  to  clafli  with  thia; 
fince  there  are  cafes  wherein  we  are  allowed  to  ufe  tht 
liariher  fort  of  terms,  there  are  great  examples  in  appears 
ance  thwarting  this  rule;  therefore  it  may  be  requifite 
for  determining  the  limits  of  our  duty,  and  difiinguifliing 
it  from  tranfgreffion,  that  fuch  exceptions  or  reftriAioaa 
fhould  be  fomewhat  declared. 

I.  Firft  then,  we  may  obferve,  that  it  may  be  allowable 
to  perfons  anywife  concerned  in  the  profecution  or  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  to  fpeak  words  which  in  private 
intercourfe  would  be  reproachful.  A  witnefs  may  im- 
peach of  crimes  hurtful  to  juftice,  or  public  tranqi;uUity ; 
a  judge  may  challenge,  may  rebuke,  may  condemn  an 
offender  in  proper  terms,  (or  forms  of  fpeech  prefcribed 
by  law,)  although  moft  difgraceful  and  diftafteful  to  the 
guilty :  for  it  belongeth  to  the  majefty  of  public  juftice 
to  be  bold,  blunt,  fevere;  little  regarding  the  concerns  or 
paflions  of  particular  perfons,  in  comparifon  to  the  public 
welfare. 

A  teftimony  therefore  or  fentence  againft  a  crimlnaly 
which  materially  is  a  reproach,  and  morally  would  be 
fuch  in  a  private  mouth,  is  not  yet  formally  fo  according 
to  the  intent  of  this  rule.  For  practices  of  this  kind, 
which  ferve  the  exigencies  of  juftice,  are  not  to  be  in* 
terpreted  as  proceeding  from  anger,  hatred,  revenge,  any 
bad  paflion  or  humour ;  but  in  way  of  needful  difcipline 
for  God's  fervice,  and  common  benefit  of  men.  It  is  not 
indeed  fo  much  the  minifler  of  juftice,  as  God  himfeii^ 
our  abfolute  Lord,  as  the  Sovereign^  God's  reprefentativ^ 
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t&ing  in  Uie  public  behalf,  as  the  commonwealth  itfelf^  SERlt 
trbo  by  hit  mouth  do  rebuke  the  obnoxious  perfon.  XVh 

a.  Godls  miniftcrs  in  religious  affairs,  to  whom  the 
care  of  men's  in(lru£tion  and  edification  is  committed,  am 
enabled  to  inveagh  againft  fin  and  vice,  whoever  confc* 
quentially  may  be  touched  thereby ;  yea  fometimes  it  is 
theijr  duty,  with  feverity  and  (harpnefs  to  reprove  par- 
ticular perfons,  not  only  privately,  but  publicly,  in  order 
to  their  corre£tion,  and  edification  of  others. 

Thus  St.  Paul  diredeth  Timothy ;  Them  that  Jin  (noto-  iTlm.Y.«o. 
lioofly  and  fcandaloufly  he  meaneth)  rebuke  before  ally  that 
others  may  fear:  that  is  in  a  manner  apt  to  makefSmpreflion 
cm  the  minds  of  the  hearers,  fo  as  to  fcare  them  from  like 
cfiences.     And  to  Titus  he  writes.  Rebuke  them  JharplpiTn.  l  iz. 
thai  they  may  be  found  in  the  faith.     And,  Cry  a/oidf,l<a- 1>^*»»«  *• 
Jpare  noty  lift  up  Ihy  voice  like  a  trumpet^  and  Jhew  my 
people  their  travfgreffionSy  and  the  houfe  of  Jacob  their  JinSy 
iaith  the  Lord  to  the  Prophet.    Such  are  the  charges  and 
commiffions  laid  on  and  granted  to  his  meflengers. 

Thus  may  we  obferve  that  God's  Prophets  of  old,  St.  Vide  Hicf. 
John  the  Baptift,  our  Lord  himfelf,  the  holy  Apoftles  did  !|*^^*^*«- 
in  terms  mod  vehement  and  biting  reprove  the  age  in 
which  they  lived,  and  fome  particular  perfons  in  them. 
The   Prophets  are  full   of   declamations  and  invedives 
againft  the  general  corruption  of  their  times,  and  againft 
the  particular  manners  of  fome  perfons  in  them.     AhJin^liK,  i.  4. 
Jid  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity  y  a  feed  of  eviUdoerSy  ^'•*^*»®' 
children  that  are  corrupters  !    They  are  all  adulterers,  an 
qffenibly  of  treacherous  men;  and  they  bend  their  tongues 
like  their  bow  for  lies.    Thy  princes  are  rebellious,  am2lfa.i.9d. 
companiojis  of  thieves;  every  one  loveth  gifts  y  and  followeth^^^{^ 
mfter  rewards:  they  judge  not  the  fatherlefs,  neither  doth^>  27. 
the  cau/e  of  the  widow  come  before  them.    The  prophets  Jct.y.z^. 
prophejy  falfely,  and  the  priejis  rule  by  their  means.    -^*Hof/^'.  9. 
irpops  of  robbers  wait  for  a  mauyfo  the  company  of  prie/is^^ck.xxu. 
funwrdesr  in  the  way  by  confent,  and   commit  lewdnefs.^{c^\\\,ii. 
Such  is  their  ftyle  commonly.     St.  John  the  Baptift  z«P»»- ">•  *• 
calleth  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  a  generation  of  vipers.  Matt.  iiL  7* 
Our  Saviour  fpeaketb  of  them  in  the  fame  terms ',  calleth 
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SE  RM.  them  an  evil  and  adulterom generation^ferpents,  and  children 
XVI.  oj  vipers ;  Hypocrites,  painted  Jipulchresy  obfcure  graves, 
Mait.xvi.4.  (ftVij/ttf W6  aS^jXa,)  blind  guides,  fools  and  blind,  children  of 
xii.  84, 39.  ike  devil.  St.  Paul  likewife  calleth  the  fchifmatical  and 
Ac.  XV.  7,  heretical  teachers,  ^Dogs,fal/e  apojiles,  evil  and  deceitful 
xxii^rs  ^  workers,  men  of  corrupt  minds,  reprobates  and  abominable^ 
Luke  xii.i.  With  the  like  colours  do  St.  Peter,  St.  Jude,  and  other 
Matt'xxiii.  ^^^  Apoftles,  paint  them.  Which  fort  of  fpeeches  are  to 
24. 17;  be  fuppofed  to  proceed,  not  from  private  paifion  or  de- 
•Phil.iii.a.fign,  but  out  of  holy  zeal  for  God's  honour,  and  from 
sCor.xi.  earueft  charity  toward  men,  for  to  work  their  amend- 
1  fim.vi.  5.  ment  and -common  edification.  They  were  uttered  alfo 
TuIT  "e.** '^y  fp^cial  wifdom  and  peculiar  order;  from  God's  au- 
3Cor.v.3o.thority  and  in  his  name :  fo  that  as  God  by  them  is  faid 
to  preach,  to  entreat,  to  warn,  and  to  exhort;  fo  by  them 
alfo  he  may  be  faid  to  reprehend  and  reproach. 

3.  Even  private  perfons  in  due  feafon,  with  dtfcretion 
.and  temper,  may  reprove  others,  whom  they  obferve  to 
commit  fin,  or  follow  bad  courfes,  out  of  charitable  de-, 
fign,  and  with  hope  to  reclaim  them.  This  was  an  office 
of  charity  impofed  anciently  even  upon  the  Jews;  much 
more  doth  it  lie  upon  Chriftians,  who  are  obliged  more 
earneflly  to  tender  the  fpiritual  good  of  thofe  who  by  the 
ftrifter  and  more  holy  bands  of  brotherhood  are  allied 

Lcv.xix.17.  to  them.     Thou  Jhalt  not  hate  thy  brother ;  thou  Jhalt  in 
any  wife  rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not  fuffer  fin  upon  him, 
1  ThcfT.  V.  was  a  precept  of  the  old  law :  and,  voydrreiv  uraxroo^,  to 
^*'  admonifh  the  diforderly,  is  an  evangelical  rule.     Such  per- 

iTim.vi.5.  fons  we  are  enjoined  to  (hun  and  decline:  but  firft  we 
Rx>m.  XVI.  j^^^  endeavour  by  fober  advice  and  admonition  to  re- 
Tit.  in.  10.  claim  them;  we  muft  not  thus  reje<9:  them  till  they  ap- 
g,        *    *  pear  contumacious  and  incorrigible,  refufing  to  hear  us. 
Matt.  xviu.Qf  becoming  deaf  to  reproof.  This,  although  it  necefTarily 
doth  include  fetting  out  their  faults,  and  charging  blame 
on  them,  (anfwerable  to  their  offences,)  is  not  the  cul- 
pable reproach  here  meant,  it  being  needful  toward  a 
wholefome  effeft,  and   proceeding   from  charitable  in- 
tention. 

4.  Some  vehemency  (fome  fmartnefs  and  fliarpnefe)  of 
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fpeech  may  fometinies  be  ufed  in  defence  of  truth,  and  SERM. 
impugning  errors  of  bad  confequencej  efpecially  when  it  ^^^' 
concerneth  the  intereft  of  truth,  that  the  reputation  and 
authority  of  its  adverfaries  (hould  fomewhat  be  abafed  or 
abated.  If  by  a  partial  opinion  or  reverence  toward 
them^  however  begotten  in  the  minds  of  men,  they  drive 
to  overbear  or  difcountenance  a  good  caufe,  their  faults, 
fo  far  as  truth  permitteth  and  need  requireth,  may  be 
deteded  and  difplayed.  For  this  caufe  particularly  may 
we  prefume  our  Lord  (other wife  fo  meek  in  his  temper, 
and  mild  in  his  carriage  toward  all  men)  did  characterize 
the  Jewifti'  Scribes  in  fuch  terms,  that  their  authority 
(being  then  fo  prevalent  with  the  people)  might  not  pre- 
judice the  truth,  and  hinder  the  efficacy  of  his  doftrine. 
This  is  part  of  that  iTayaov/^ecrdai  rf,  tsr/s-ffi,  that  duty  of 
contending  earne/ily  for  the  faithj  which  is  incumbent  Jude  3. 
on  us. 

•  5.  It  may  be  excufable  upon  particular  emergent  occa- 
fioDS,  with  fome  heat  of  language  to  exprefs  diflike  of  no- 
torious wickednefs.  As  our  Lord  doth  againfi  the  per-  Matt.  xvii. 
vcrfe  incredulity  and  ftupidity  in  the  Pharifees,  their  pro- 
fene  mifconftruAion  of  his  words  and  aSions,  their  ma- 
licious oppofing  truth,  and  obftruSing  his  endeavours  in 
God's  fervice.  As  St.  Peter  did  to  Simon  Magus,  telling 
him,  that  he  was  in  the  gall  of  littemefs,  and  in  the  towdAasviii.23. 
cf  iniquity.  As  St.  Paul  to  Elymas  the  forcerer,  when 
he  with/iood  him^  and  dejired  to  turn  away  the  deputy yA^eisxiil  9. 
Sergius,  from  the  faith ;  0,  faid  he,  ftirred  with  a  holy 
seal  and  indignation,  thou  full  of  all  Jiibtilty  and  all  mif 
chiefs  thou  child  of  the  deinly  thou  enemy  of  all  righteovf- 
nefs,  wilt  thou  not  ceafe  to  pervert  the  right  ways  of  the 
LordP  The  fame  fpirit,  which  enabled  him  to  infliA  a  fore 
punifliment  on  that  wicked  wretch,  did  prompt  him  to 
nle  that  fharp  language  toward  him  ;  unqueftionably  de- 
ferved,  and  feafonably  pronounced.  As  alfo,  when  the 
High  Prieft  commanded  him  illegally  and  unjuflly  to  be 
mifufed,  that  fpeech  from  a  mind  juftly  fenfible  of  fuch 
outrage  broke  forth,  God  fhall  fmtle  thee,  thou  tt;Ai7c<f  A6te  xxUi. 
•wall.    So,  when  St.  Peter  prefumptuoufly  would  have 
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8ERM.  diflfuaded  our  Lord  from  compliance  with  Crod's  will»  \M 

^^t'    undergoing  tbofe  crofles  which  were  appointed  to  hiirf 

by  God's  decree,  our  Lord  calleth  him  SsUtan ;  — -^T«»yi^ 

Mattxyi.  Socroi^  Avaunt,  Saian,  thmi  art  an  offence  unto  me;  Jm 

'^'  thou  favoureji  not  the  things  that  be  cf  God,  hut  thofe  ttmi 

ore  of  men. 

Tbefe  fort  of  fpeeches^  iflUing  from  juft  and  honeft  in* 
dignation,  are  Ibmetinies  excufable,  oftentimes  commends 
able;  efpecially  when  they  come  from  perfons  emsoeiil 
in  authority,  of  notable  integrity,  endued  with  fpeoial 
meafurea  of  Divine  grace,  of  wifdom,  of  goodneis;  fucb 
as  cannot  be  fufpe^ed  of  intemperate  anger,  of  ill  natuifi 
of  ill  will,  of  ill  defign. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  are  above  mentioned,  a  fort  of  mfc 
JPeaking  about  our  neighbour  may  be  allowable  or  fH^ 
cufable.  But  for  fear  of  overdoing,  great  caution  mtd 
temper  is  to  be  ufed;  and  we  fhould  never  apply  aajf 
fuch  limitations  as  cloaks  to  palliate  unjufl:  or  unchar 
ritable  dealing.  Generally  it  is  more  advifable  to  i^ 
prefs  fuch  eruptions  of  paffion,  than  to  vent  it ;  for  fel* 
dora  paflion  hath  not  inordinate  motions  joined  with  itj 
or  tendeth  to  good  ends.  And  however  it  will  do  well 
to  reflect  on  thofe  cafes,  and  to  remark  fome  particular! 
about  them. 

Firft,  we  may  obferve,  that  in  all  thefe  cafes  all  poffibk 
moderation,  equity,  and  candour  are  to  be  ufed ;  fo  tha^ 
no  iJl-fpeaking  be  pra£l:ifed  beyond  what  is  needful  oi 
convenient.  Even  in  profecution  of  offences,  the  bound} 
of  truth,  of  equity,  of  humanity  and  clemency  are  not  k 
be  tranfgreffed.  A  judge  muft  not  lay  on  the  mod  crii 
minal  perfon  more  blame,  or  contumely,  than  the  caf^ 
will  bear,  or  than  ferveth  the  defigns  of  juftice.  Howevei 
our  neighbour  doth  incur  the  calamities  of  (in  and  o 
punifhment,  we  muft  not  be  infolent  or  contemptuous  ta 
ward  him.  So  we  may  learn  by  that  law  of  Mofes,  backer 
Deat.  XXV.  with  a  notable  reafon :  And  it  Jhall  ley  if  the  wicked  man 
**^'  be  worthy  to  be  beaten,  that  the  jvdge  caufe  him  to  li 

down,  and  to  be  beaten  before  his  face,  according  to  hi 
Jault,  by  a  certain  number.    Forty  Jiripes  he  may  give  him 
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and  mi  exceed  $  left  if  he  Jhould  exceed^  and  ieat  him  SERM. 
ahve  thofe  JiripeSf  then  thy  brother  Jhould  Jeem  vile  unto    XVL 
ih$e.    Whence  appears,  that  we  (hould  be  careful  of  not 
TJlifying  an  offender  beyond  meafure.    And  how  mildly 
gpv^norjs  (hpuld  proceed  in  the  adminidration  of  juftice, 
the  example  of  Jo{hua  may  teach  us,  who  thus  examinedi 
jiehaQ^  the  caufe  of  fo  great  mifchief  to  the  public ;  My  Jofh.  yii. 
ffnh  give,  I  pray  thee,  gl^y  to  the  Lord  Godof  Tfrael,  and^^' 
fj^ake  (:onfejffion  unto  him  ;  and  tell  me  now  what  thou  haft 
done,  hide  it  not  from  me,  Myfon  ;  what  compellation  could 
b9  more  benign  and  kind  ?    I  pray  thee;  what  language 
could  be  more  courteous  and  gentle  ?  Give  glory  to  God, 
qnd  make  confeffion ;  what  words  could  be  more  inoffeq* 
jvely   pertinent?     And  when   he  fentenced   that    great 
ipal^a&or»  the  caufe  of  fo  much  mifchief,  this  was  all  hfi 
HAf  Why  haft  thou  troubled  us  P  tlie  Lord  will  trouble 
ikee;  words  vpid  of  contumely  or  infulting,  containing 
oidy  9-  clofe  intimation  of  the  caufe,  and  a  (imple  declara^ 
tjon  of  the  event  he  was  to  undergo. 

Secondly,  Likewife  minifters,  in  the  taxing  (in  and  fin-^ 
ners,  are  to  proceed  with  great  difcretion  and  caution, 
with  much  gentlenefs  and  meeknefs ;  iignifying  a  tender 
]Hty  of  their  infirmities,  charitable  deiires  of  their  good, 
the  beft  opinion  of  them,  and  the  beft  hopes  for  them, 
that  may  confift  with  any  reafon ;  according  to  thole  apo* 
flolical  rules  :  Brethren^  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  faulty  Gal.  vi.  i^ 
ye  which  are  fpiritualj  reftore  fuch  an  one  in  the  fpirit  of 
meeknefs ;  confidering  thyfelf,  left  thou  alfo .  be  tempted : 
and.  We  that  are  Jirong  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  lBiom,xy,i, 
tueaK  Qnd  not  to  pleafe  ourfelves:  and  more  exprefsly, 
Afervant  of  the  Lord  muji  not  fight ^  but  be  gentle  toward  2Tim.  ii. 
aU,  apt  to  teachy  patient^  in  meeknefs  inftruQing  thofe  that  **'  ^^' 
oppqfe  themfelves.    Thus  did  St.  Peter  temper  his  reproof 
of  Simon  Magus  with  this  wholefome  and  comfortable 
advice;   Repent  therefore  from  this  thy  wickednefs,  a7id  A€ts  \'i\u 
pray  God,  if  perhaps  the  thought  of  thine  heart  may  be  ^^' 
forgiven  thee. 

Thirdly,  As  for  fraternal  correption,  and  reproof  of 
faults,  wh^n  it  is  jud  and  expedient  to  ufe  it,  ordinarily 
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SSRM.  the  calmed^  and  tnildeft  way  is  the  moft  proper,  and  mod: 
XVI.  likely  to  obtain  good  fuccefs :  it  commonly  doth  ^  in  a 
more  kindly  manner  convey  the  fenfe  thereof  into  the 
heart,  and  therein  more  powerfully  worketh  remoffe, 
than  the  fierce  and  harfh  way.  Clearly  to  (hew  a  man 
his  fault,  with  the  reafon  proving  it  fuch,  fo  that  he  be- 
cometh  throughly  convinced  of  it,  is  fufficient  to  breed 
in  him  regret,  and  to  (hame  him  before  his  own  mind : 
to  do  more,  (in  way  of  aggravation,  of  infulting  on  him, 
of  inveighing  againd  him,)  as  it  doth  often  not  well  con- 
(ift  with  humanity,  fo  it  is  feldom  confonant  to  difcretiod, 
if  we  do,  as  we  ought,  feek  his  health  and  amendment^* 
Humanity  requireth,  that  when  we  undertake  to  reform 
our  neighbour,  we  (hould  take  care  not  to  deform  him ; 
(not  to  difcourage  or  difpleafe  him  more  than  is  neceffary ;) 
when  we  would  correft  his  manners,  that  we  (hould  alfo 
confider  his  modefty,  and  confult  his  reputation  ;  Curam 
agentes,  as  Seneca  fpeaketh,  non  tantumjalutis,  fed  et  ho^- 
neftce  cicatricis^;  having  care  not  only  to  heal  the  wound^ 
but  to  leave  a  comely  fear  behind.  Be,  advifeth  St.  Auftin, 
fo  difpleafed  with  iniquity ^  as  to  confider  and  confult  hu» 
manity^ :  for.  Zeal  void  of  humanity  is  noty  faith  St.  Chry- 
foftom,  zealy  but  rather  animofty  ;  and  reproof  not  miaxd 
ivith  good  will,  appeareth  a  hind  of  malignity^.  We  (hould 
fo  rebuke  thofe  who,  by  frailty  or  folly  incident  to  man- 
\s:  kind,  have  fallen  into  mifdemeanours,  that  they  may  per- 

ceive  we  do  iincerely  pity  their  ill  cafe,  and  tender  their 
good  5  that  we  mean  not  to  upbraid  their  weaknefs,  or 
infult  upon  their  misfortune ;  that  we  delight  not  to  in- 
flia  on  them  more  grief  than  is  plainly  needful  and  un- 

*  Repreheniio  contumelia  vacare  debeL  Neque  monitio  afpera  fit,  nee  ob* 
jurgatio  contumcliofa.  Ambrof,  de  Offic.  iii.  16. 

*>  Prov.  xvii.  10.  A  reproof  entereth  more  into  a  wife  man,  than  a  hun- 
dred ftripes  into  a  fool. 

c    o  Shny»s,  Srav  X«/3jf  rtva  zrXawfiU*»fy  nymyiv  Wt  SUt  Tifv  ^Mrtcv*  v;^r««T»- 

«K§X»v^7,  &c.  Epiff.  ii.  12. 
d  Sen.  de  Clem.  i.  7*     Vide  Chryf.  in  Matt.  ix.  8.  Or.  29. 
«  Ita  fuccenfe  iniquitati,  ut  confulere  memineris  huroanitatis.  j4mg^ 
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avoidable ;  that  we  are  confcious  and  fenfible  of  our  own  SERM. 
obooxioufnefs  to  the  like  flips  or  falls,  and  do  corifider^    XVI. 
that  we  alfo  may  be  tempted^  and  being  tenripted  may  beoal.  vi.  i. 
orerborne.     This  they  cannot  perceive,  or  be  perfuaded 
)f,  except  we  temper  our  fpeech  with    benignity  and 
Dildnefs.     Such  fpeech  g  prudence  alfo  diftateth,  as  moft 
ifeful  and  hopeful  for  producing  the  good  ends  honeft 
eprehenfion  doth  aim  at ;  it  moUifieth  and  it  melteth  a 
iubborn  heart,  it  fubdueth  and  winneth  a  perverfe  will, 
:  healeth  diftenipered  affeiSlions.  Whereas  roughly  hand- 
ing is  apt  to  defeat  or  obftruft  the  cure  5  rubbing  the 
ire  dotli  tend  to  exafperate  and  inflame  it.    Harfli  fpeech 
endereth  advice  odious  and  unfavoury ;  driveth  from  it, 
nd  depriveth  it  of  efficacy :  it  turneth  regret  for  a  fault 
]to  difpleafure  and  difdain  againft  the  reprover:  it  looks 2 Theff. Hi. 
ot  like  the  dealing  of  a  kind  fiiend,  but  like  the  perfe-J//^^* 
ution  of  a  fpiteful  enemy  :  it  feemeth  rather  an  ebuUi- V^^^"'^** 
ion  t>f  gall,  or  a  defluxion  from  rancour,  than  an  expref-*,7^rir«- 
on  of  good  will :  the  offender  will  take  it  for  a  needlefs  ^•^^•'" 
ad  pitilefs  tormenting,  or  for  a  proud  and  tyrannical  do- 
lineering  over  him.     He  that  can  bear  a  friendly  touch, 
rill  not  endure  to  be  laftied  with  angry  and  reproachful 
rords.     In  fine,  all  reproof  ought  to  be  feafoned  with 
ifcretion,  with  candour,  with  moderation  and  meeknefs. 
Fourthly,  Likewife  in  defence  of  truth,  and  maintenance 
f  a  good  caufe,  we  may  obferve,  that  commonly  the 
ureft  language  is  moft  proper  and  advantageous,  and  that 
^roachful  or  foul  terms  are  moft  improper  and  prejudi- 
ial.     A  calm  and  meek  way  of  difcourfing  doth  much 
dvantage  a  good  caufe,  as  arguing  the  patron  thereof  to 
ave  confidence  in  the  caufe  itfelf,  and  to  rely  upon  his 
rength  5  that  he  is  in  a  temper  fit  to  apprehend  it  him- 
5lf,  and  to  maintain  it;  that  he  propoundeth  it  as  a 
riend^  wifhing  the  hearer  for  his  own  good  to  follow  it, 

■  Pleafant  words  are  as  an  honey-cottib^  fweet  to  the  foul,  and  health  to 
le  bones.  Prov.  xvi.  24. 

A  foft  anfwer  turneth  away  wrath ;  but  grievous  words  ftir  up  anger, 
irov.  XV.  1. 
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SERM.  leaving  him  the  liberty  to  judge  and  chooTe  for  himfiilEi 
^^^'  But  rude  fpeech,  and  contemptuous  refleSiona  oti  perfonii 
as  they  do  fignify  nothing  to  the  queftion,  fo  they  coiil<^ 
monly  bring  much  difadvantage  and  damage  to  the  caufe^j 
creating  mighty  prejudices  againft  it  ^  :  they  argue  mjoA 
impotency  in  the  advocate,  and  confeqnently  little  ftrengtf! 
in  what  he  maintains ;  that  he  is  little  able  to  judge  wett 
and  altogether  unapt  to  teach  others :  they  intimate  c 
diffidence  in  bimfelf  concerning  his  caufe,  and  that^  de- 
fpairing  to  maintain  it  by  reafon,  be  feeks  to  uphold  it  bj 
paflion ;  that,  not  being  able  to  Convince  by  fiur  nieantf 
he  would  bear  down  by  noife  and  clamour;  that,  no- 
(killing  to  get  his  fuit  quietly,  he  would  extort  it  by  forces 
obtruding  his  conceits  violently  as  an  enemy,  or  impofliig 
them  arbitrarily  as  a  tyrant.  Thus  doth  he  really  ^ 
parage  and  ilur  his  caufe,  however  good  and  defenfible  ir 
itfelf.  i 

A  modeft  and  friendly  flyle  doth  fuit  truth ;  it,  like  itc 

1  Rings      author,  doth  ufually  refide  (not  in  the  rumbling  tuind,noi 

jix.n,  19.  jj,  ^jj^  (baking  earthquake,  nor  in  the  raging  ^re,  but)  ir 

the  frnall  Jiill  voice  :  founding  in  this,  it  is  moft  audible. 

moft  penetrant,  and  moft  effe&.ual :  thus  propounded^  it  h 

willingly  hearkened  to ;  for  men  have  no  averfation  iron] 

hearing  thofe  who  feem  to  love  them,  and  wifh  them  wdl. 

It  is  eafily  conceived ;  no  prejudice  or  pafiion  clouding 

the  apprehenfive  faculties  :   it  is  readily  embraced ;    nc 

Prov.  xvi.   animofity  withftanding  or  obfbrufling  it.     It  is  the  ftveet- 

^^'  W5/5  of  the  lips,  which,  as  the  Wife  Man  telleth  us,  in- 

creafeth  learning  ;  difpofing  a  man  to  hear  lefibns  of  good 

doftrine,  rendering  him  capable  to  underftand  them,  in(i- 

nuating  and  impreflSng  them  upon  the  mind :  the  afiec- 

h  Qui,  dum  dicity  mains  videtur,  udque  mak  diciL  Qmmt,  Tr.  t. 

Nlfi  quod  impcriCDS  etiam  animofos  atque  iracundos  efle  mamfeaum  eft 
dum  per  inoptam  concilii  et  fermonis  ad  iracundiam  &cile  yertontor.  Firmil 
mpwd  Cyp,  Bp.  75. 

i  et  inhumanum  eft,  et  ipii  qui  dicit  inutile ;  turn  amfie  contm- 

>ium>  quia  plane  et  adrerfariiy  fiunt  et  inimici :  et  quantulamcmiqtic  hi9  sv- 
rium  eft,  contumclia  tugetur.  Qvint,  xii.  9. 
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tions  being  thereby  unlocked^  the  paflage  becomes  open  SBRM. 
tothereafoni".  XVI. 

Bat  it  is  plainly  a  very  prepofterous  method  of  indrud- 
iog^  of  deciding  controverfies,  of  begetting  peace^  to  vex 
and  anger  thofe  concerned  by  ill  language  *•     Nothing 
fiirely  doth  more  hinder  the  efficacy  of  difcourfe,  and  pre- 
vrat  convidion^  than  doth  this  courfe,  upon  many  ob*  .    , 
Tious  accounts.     It  doth  firft  put  in  a  ftrong  bar  to  atten- 
tion :  for  no  man  willingly  doth  afford  an  ear  to  him^ 
whom  he  conceiveth  difaffeded  toward  him  ;  which  opi- 
nion harfh  words  infallibly  will  produce  :  no  man  can  ex-* 
pe&  to  hear  truth  from  him,  whom  he  apprehendeth  dif- 
4Mrdered  in  his  own  mind,  whom  he  feeth  rude  in  his  pro- 
ceedings, whom  he  taketh  to  be  unjuft  in  his  dealing;  as^ 
men  certainly  will  take  thofe  to  be,  who  prefume  to  revile 
others  for  ufing  their  own  judgment  freely,  and  diffenting 
from  them  in  opinion.     Again,  this  courfe  doth  blind  the 
hearer's  mind,  fo  that  he  cannot  difcem  what  he  that  pre- 
tends to  inflrud  him  doth  mean,  or  how  he  doth  aflert 
his  do£trine«     Truth  will  not  be  difcerned  through  the 
fmoke  of  wrathful  expreflions ;  right  being  defaced  by 
foul  language  will  not  appear ;  paffion  being  excited  will 
not  fuffer  a  man  to  perceive  the  fenfe^  or  the  force  of  aa 
aigiiment.    The  will  alfo  thereby  is  hardened  and  hin- 
dered from  fubmitting  to  truth.     In  fuch  a  cafe,  non  per*' 
JuadebiSf  etiuTufi  perfuaferis :  although  you  flop  his  mouthy. 
you  cannot  fubdue  his  heart ;  although  he  can  no  longer 
fight^  yet  he  never  will  yield :  animoiity  raifed  by  fuch 
iiiage  rendereth  him  invincibly  obftinate  in  his  conceits 
and  courfes.    Briefly,  from  this  proceeding  men  become 

ki  A**  y*^  fC9  fAiXXwrd  vt  raiv  ^^tiffifiajf  fiet^iTv^  tr^o  tSv  &X?Mf  trdfrtitv  nttMS 
l;^«f  "W^is  TO  2<^0'x«i>r«*  —  tiytMf  ^i  ix  eiv  rig  rx^tn  zf^i$  rhf  B^^eco'vyofuvof  ^a)  rif^ 
i^^ii»rr»,   Chryf,  in  2  Tim,  Or.  6. 

1  *Of  Ifms  ixi^fifs  &i  rn  ;^f»»rflr»jT/,  revToif  a^oXXvag  rp  ^^affvrfin,  Greg, 
Nax.  Or.  a6. 

WtXXti,  ft^  ^  ^yf  ftMXOfttfoty  rtli  ^f  \%y9ffi^  lULi  r^v  a.9^u»tt.)t  \tn  trt  rSv  Xo» 
ytwftSit  rms  v^tn  fvyiutkivrovrts,  Nax,  Or.  32. 

"Ormf  w^  Tim  MSg  ixoftu^  »^y  vytii  rs  Xiytf,  $1  it^t^ufuit  •vti  fikiSt  fUvrnt 
Ii;^0^rS»  rk  ktyifum.  Ckryf,  Tom.  ^  0r«  59* 
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SERM.  unwilling  to  mark,  unfit  to  apprehend,  indifpofed^to  era- 
XVI.     brace  any  good  inftruftion  or  advice:   it  maketh  them 
indocile  and  intra6lable,  averfe  from  better  inftru£lion, 
pertinacious  in  their  opinions,  and  refraSory  in   their- 
ways. 

Prov.  xxiv.      Every  man,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  Jhall  kifs  his  lips  thai 

*^*  giveth  a  right  anfwer :  but  no  man  furely  will  be  ready- 

to  kifs  thofe  lips  which  are  embittered  with  reproach^  or 
defiled  with  dirty  language. 

It  is  faid  of  Pericles,  that  with  thundering  and  lightning 
he  put  Greece  into  confiifion^i  fuch  difcourfe  may  ferve 
to  confound  things,  it  feldom  tendeth  to  compofe  them* 
If  reafon  will  not  pierce,  rage  will  fcarce  avail  to  drive  it 
in  ".  Satirical  virulency  may  vex  men  forely,  but  it  hardly  - 
ever  foundly  converts  them.  Few  become  wifer  or  letter 
ly  ill  words.  Children  may  be  fiighted  into  compliance 
by  loud  and  fevere  increp^tions ;  but  men  are  to  be  al- 
lured by  rational  perfuafion  backed  with  courteous  ufage: 
they  may  be  fweetly  drawn,  they  cannot  be  violently 
driven  to  change  their  judgment  and  pra^lice.    Whence 

aTim.ii.  that  advice  of  the  apoftle.  With  meeknefs  inftruSh  thofe 
that  oppofe  themfelves^  doth  no  lefs  favour  of  wifdom  than 
of  goodnefs. 

Fifthly,  As  for  the  examples  of  extraordinary  perfons, 
which  in  fome  cafes  do  feem  to  authorize  the  praAice  of  - 
evil-  fpeaking,  we  may  confider,  that  as  they  had  efpecial 
commiffion  enabling  them  to  do  fome  things  beyond  or- 
dinary (landing  rules,  wherein  they  are  not  to  be  imi- 
tated;  as  they  had  efpecial  illumination  and  dirediion, 
which  preferved  them  from  fvverving  in  particular  cafes 
from  truth  and  equity;  fo  the  tenor  of  their  life  did 
evidence,  that  it  was  the  glory  of  God,  the  good  of  men, 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  which  moved  them  to  it<>.    And 

"   Chryf.  in  2  Tim,  ii.  24.  *0  <ya^  ^^oB^as  ^^*yX*f*  orav  ^fr*  ivneixtims  yinrtu^ 
euT»f  Irtf  0  fAuXttet  ^uxsTv  ^uvafuvof  ivifi  yaa,  hsTt  f*iTtc  vr^aornr^;  xa^ayf^aff^mt 

©This  cafe  is  like  the  other  cafc:s,  wherein  the  pra6iice  of  good  and  great 
men,  aithough  excufablc,  is  not  yet  exemplary  :  as  the  hcroical  afta  of  J>a- 
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of  them  alfo  we  may  obferve,  that  in  divers  occafions^  SERM, 
yea  generally,  whenever  only  their  private  credit  or  in-     XVI. 
tereft  were  concerned,  although  grievoufly  provoked^  they ' 
did  out  of  meeknefs,  patience,  and  charity,  wholly  for- 
bear reproachful  fpeech.     Our  Saviour,  who  fometimes 
upon  fpecial   reafon  in  his  difcourfes  ufed  fueh  harfli 
words,  yet,  when  he  was   mod  fpitefiilly   accufed,  re- 
proached, and  perfecuted,  did  not  open  his  mouthy  or  re- 
turn one  angry  word :  Being  reviled,  he  did  not,  as  St.  Pe-  » Pct.ii.  aa. 
ler^  propofing  his  example  to  us,  telleth  us,  revile  again; 
fiifferingf  he  did  not  threaten.    He  ufed  the  fofteft  lan- 
guage to  Judas,  to  the  foldiers,  to  Pilate  and  Herod,  to 
kfae  priefts,  &c.    And  the  apoflles,  who  fometimes  in- 
veigh fb  zealoufly  againft  the  oppofers  and  perverters  of 
Imth,  did  in  their  private  converfation  and  demeanour 
Rri&ly  obferve  their  own  rules  of  abftinence  from  re- 
pXMich  :  Being  reviled  we  blefs,  being  perfecuted  we  fuffer  1  Cor.  W. 
it;   fo  doth  St.  Paul  reprefent  their  praftice.     And  inRo„,,  jii. 
reafon  we  (hould  rather  follow  them  in  this  their  ordinary  ^^* 
CDurfe,  than  in  their  extraordinary  fallies  of  pradice. 

In  fine,  however  in  fome  cafes  and  circumftances  the 
natter  may  admit  fuch  exceptions,  fo  that  all  language 
difgraceful  to  our  neighbour  is  not  ever  culpable;  yet 
the  cafes  are  fo  few  and  rare  in  comparifon,  the  praftice 
comnionly  fo  dangerous  and  ticklifh,  that  worthily  for- 
bearing to  reproach  doth  bear  the  ftyle  of  a  general  rule: 
nod  particularly,  for  clearer  direAion,  we  are  in  the  fol- 
lowing cafes  obliged  carefully  to  (hun  it ;  or  in  fpeaking 
about  our  neighbour  we  muft  obferve  thefe  cautions. 

1.  We  ihould  never  in  fevere  terms  inveigh  againft  any 
mah'  without  reafonable  warranty  or  prefuming  upon  a 
fpod.  call  and  cbmmiiHon  thereto.  As  every  man  fhould 
not  afliime  to  himfelf  the  power  of  adminiftering  juftice, 
(of  trying,  fentencing,  and  punifhing  offenders,)  fo  muft 
not  every  man  take  upon  him  to  fpeak  againft  thofe  who 
bem  to  do  ill ;  which  is  a  fort  of  punifhment,  including 

Vid»  of  Sampfon,  of  Ehud,  of  Pbineas>  of  Elias>  of  Mofes ;  David's  duel^ 
Sttmpfbn's  luicide,  Mofes's  flaying  the  Egyptian,  Ehud's  ftabbing  the  king  of 
linb^  EliMi's  calling  for  fire,  by  extraordinaxy  and  peculiar  infttn^ 
VOL.  I.  B  b 
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SERM.  the  infli&ion  df  fmart  and  damage  upon  the  perfons  eon- 
XV^'  cerned.  Every  man  hath  indeed  a  commiffion^  in  dvm 
place  and  feafon^  with  difcretion  and  moderation  to  ad^ 
monifh  his  neighbour  offending ;  but  otherwife  to  fpealc. 
ill  of  him,  no  private  man  hath  jnft  right  or  authority  s 
and  therefore  in  prefuming  to  do  it  he  is  difcnrderly  ancl 
irregular,  trefpaffing  beyond  hb  bounds,  ufurping  an  un^ 
due  power  to  himfelf. 

2.  We  (hould  never  fpeak  ill  of  any  man  without  ap- 
parent juft  caufe.  It  muft  be  juft  :  we  muft  not  reproacb 
men  for  things  innocent  or  indifferent ;  for  not  concur^ 
ring  in  difputable  opinions  with  us,  for  not  complying^ 
with  our  humour,  for  not  ferving  our  intereft,  for  not: 
doing  any  thing  to  which  they  are  not  obliged,  or  for" 
uiing  their  liberty  in  any  cafe :  it  muft  be  at  leaft  fomes 
confiderable  fault,  which  we  can  fo  much  as  tax.  It  muft: 
alfo  be  clear  and  certain,  notorious  and  palpable  5  for  tio 
fpeak  ill  upon  (lender  conje£lure8,  or  doubtful  fufpicions^ 

Jude  10.  is  full  of  iniquity.  ''Ocot  ovk  oiSacri,  /SXatrfhjfMuo-i,  they  raiC 
at  things  which  they  know  not^  is  part  of  thofe  wicked. 
naen's  charafter,  whom  St.  Jude  doth  fo  feverely  repre- 
hend. If  indeed,  thefe  conditions  being  wanting,  w^ 
prefume  to  reproach  any  man,  we  do  therein  no  lefat 
than  (lander  him  ;  which  to  do  is  unlawful  in  any  cafe^  i& 
in  truth  a  moft  diabolical  and  deteftable  crime.  To  im- 
pofe  odious  names  and  chara£):ers  on  any  perfon,  which. 
he  defervetb  not,  or  without  ground  of  truth,  is  to  play 
the  devil ;  and  hell  itfelf  fcarce  will  own  a  fouler  prac» 
tice. 

3,  We  (hould  not  caft  reproach  upon  any  man  without 
Prov.  X.  12.  fome  neceffary  reafon.  In  charity  (that  charity  which 
J  ^  *][jj?;  CQvereM  all  Jins^  vjhich  covereth  a  multitude  of  Jins)  we 
4.             are  bound  to  connive  at  the  defecb,  and  to  conceal  the- 

faults  of  our  brethren;  to  extenuate  and  excufe  them, 
when  apparent,  fo  far  as  we  may  in  truth  and  equity. 
We  muft  not  therefore  ever  produce  them  to  light,  or 
profecute  them  with  feverity,  except  very  needful  occafion 
wrgeth:  fuch  as  is  the  glory  and  fervice  of  God,  the^ 
maintenance  of  truth,  the  vindication,  of  innocence,  the 
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prefenration  of  public  juftice  and  peace,  the  ainendment  SERM. 
of  our  neigbbour  himfelf,  or  fecuring  others  from  conta-    XVI. 
gion.     Barring  fuch  reafons,  (really  being,  not  afFeftedly 
pretended,)  we  are  bound  not  to  much  as  to  difclofe,  as  to 
touch  our  neighbour's  faults ;  much  more,  not  to  blaze 
them  about,  not-  to  exaggerate  them  by  vehement  in« 

4.  We  fhould  never  fpeak  ill  of  any  man  beyond  mea* 
fare :  be  the  caufe  never  fo  juft,  the  occafion  never  fo  ne- 
ceflary,  we  fhould  yet  nowife  be  immoderate  therein,  ex- 
ceeding the  bounds  prefcribed  by  truth,  equity,  and  hu- 
manity. We  (hould  never  fpeak  worfe  of  any  man  what- 
ever than  he  certainly  deferveth,  according  to  the  moft 
iavourable.  conftru6tion  of  his  doings ;  never  more  than 
the  caufe  abfolutely  requireth.  We  fbould  rather  be 
careful  to  fall  fhort  of  what  in  rigorous  truth  might  be 
fidd  againft  him,  than  in  the  leaft  to  pafs  beyond  it.  The 
beft  caufe  had  better  feem  to  fuffer  a  little  by  our  re- 
fervednefs  in  its  defence,  than  any  man  be  wronged  by 
our  afperiing  him ;  for  God,  the  patron  of  truth  and 
right,  is  ever  able  to  fecure  them  without  the  fuccour  of 
our  unjuft  and  uncharitable  dealing.  The  contrary  prac- 
tice hath  indeed  within  it  a  fpice  of  (lander,  that  is,  of  the 
word  iniquity. 

5,  We  muft.  never  fpeak  ill  of  any  man  out  of  bad 
principles,  or  for  bad  ends. 

No  fudden  or  raih  anger  (hould  inftigate  us  thereto. 
Foe,  Lei  all  bittemefsy  and  wrath^  and  anger,  and  clamour^  Eph.iv.ai. 
aadjevil-Jpeaking,  be  put  away  from  you^  with  all  malice j^^'  "**  *• 
is  the.  apoAolical  precept :  they  are  all  aflbciates  and  kin- 
dred, which  are  to  be  caft  away  together.    Such  anger 
ilfelf  18  culpable,  as  a  work  of  the  flefh,  and  therefore  to 
be  fiipprefled ;  and  all  its  brood  therefore  is  alfo  to  be 
fmothered  i  the  daughter  of  fuch  a  mother  cannot  be  le- 
gitimate.    The  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteou/hefsjmi.  i.  3«u 
4fGod. 

.    We  muft  not  fpeak  ill  out  of  inveterate  hatred  or  ill- 
will.    For  this  murderous,  this  viperous  difpofition  (hould 
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&J|SRM.  itfelf  be  rooted  out  of  our  hearts :  wbktever  iffueth  frofOBL 
^^'    it  cannot  be  otherwife  than  very  bad ;  it  muft  be  a  poi- 
fonous  breath  that  exhaleth  from  that  foul  fouroe. 

We  muft  not  be  provoked  thereto  by  any  revengeful. 
dir{>olition,  or  rancorous  fpleen,  in  regard  to  any  injurie^^ 
or  difcourtefies  received.    For,  as  we  muft  not  revenger 
ourfelves,  or  render  evil  in  any  other  way ;  fo  particularly- 
not  in  this,  which  is  commonly  the  fpecial  inftance  ex— 
1  Pet.  iii.  9.  prefsly  prohibited.  Render  not  evil  for  euily  faith  St.  Peter^ 
nor  ratling  for  railing;  hut  contrariwife  lle/s,  or  fpeak. 
MattT.  44.well:  and,  Blefs  them,  faith  our  Lord,  which  curfe  yottfv 
Rom.  xii.   BlefSj  faith  St.  Paul,  and  curfe  not. 
Oeut.zzT.      We  muft  not  alfo  do  it  out  of  contempt :  for  we  are 
^*  not  to  (light  our  brethren  in  our  hearts.    No  man  really 

(confidering  what  he  is,  whence  he  came,  how  be  is  re- 
He  that  is  lated,  what  he  is  capable  of)  can  be  defpicable.    Extreme' 
5^^7*'naughtinefs  is  indeed  contemptible;  but  the  unhappy  per* 
fpifeth  his  fon  that  is  engaged  therein  is  rather  to  be  pitied  than 
Prov.xi"a.defpifed.     However,  charity  bindeth  us  to  ftifle  con- 
temptuous motions  of  heart,  and  not  to  vent  thena.in  vili- 
fying expreilion.     Particularly,  it  is  a  barbarous  pra&ice 
out  of  contempt  to  reproach  perfons  for  natural  imper- 
feftions,  for  meannefs  of  condition,  for  unlucky  di&fters,. 
for  any  involuntary  defers :  this  being  indeed  to  reproach 
mankind,  unto  which  fuch  things  are  incident;   to  re- 
proach Providence,  from  the  difpofal  whereof  they  do 
ProT.xvii.>.  proceed.    JVhofo  mocketh  the  poor  de/pifeth  his  Maker, 
faith  the  Wife  Man :  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  him 
that  reproachfully  mocketh  him  that  is  dull  in  parts>  de- 
formed in  body,  weak  in  health  or  ftrength,  or  defedive 
in  any  fuch  way.  ^ 

Likewife  we  muft  not  fpeak  ill  out  of  envy;  becanfe 
others  do  excel  us  in  any  good  'quality,  or  exceed  us  in 
fortune.  To  harbour  this  bafe  and  ugly  difpofition  in  our 
minds  is  unworthy  of  a  man,  who  (hould  delight  in  all 
good  fpringing  up  anywhere,  and  befalling  any  man,  na- 
turally allied  unto  him  ;  it  is  moft  unworthy  of  a  Chrif- 
lian,  who  (hould  tender  bis  brother's  good  as  hi»  own. 
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and  rejoice  with  ihofe  that  rejoice.    From  thence  to  be  SERM. 
drawn  to  caft  reproach  upon  any  m^n  is  horrible  and  hei-    ^XSfl* 
nous  wickednefs.  RonuziL 

Neither  fhould  we  ever  ufe  reproach  as  a  means  of^^* 
cempaffing  any  deiign  we  do  afTeft  or  aim  at :  it  is  an 
tmwarrantable  en^ne  of  raifing  us  to  wealthy  dignity,  or 
repute.  To  grow  by  the  diminution^  to  rife  by  the  de- 
preflioQ,  to  fhine  by  the  eclipfe  of  others,  to  build  a  fof- 
tane  upon  the  ruins  of  our  neighbour's  reputation,  is  that 
which  no  honourable  mind  can  afie6):,  no  honeft  man  will 
endeavour.  Our  own  wit,  courage,  and  induftry,  ma- 
naged with  God's  afliftance  and  bleffing,  are  fufficient, 
and  only  lawful  inftruments  of  profecuting  honed  enter- 
prifes ;  we  need  not,  we  muft  not  inflead  of  them  employ 
om  neighbour's  difgrace :  no  worldly  good  is  worth  pur- 
ehafing  at  fuch  a  rate,  no  projeft  worth  achieving  by  fuch 
fivnl  ways. 

Neither  fhould  we  out  of  malignity,  to  cberifh  or  gra^ 
tify  ill  humour,  ufe  this  pra£tice.  It  is .  obfervable  of 
fome  perfons3  that  not  out  of  any  formed  difpleafure, 
grudge,  or  particular  difaffefiion,  nor  out  of  any  particu- 
faur  -defign,  but  merely  out  of  a  xaxoi^dgia,  an  ill  difpoiition, 
fpringing  up  from  nature,  or  contracted  by  ufe,  they  are 
apt  to  carp  at  any  a£lion,and  with  fharp  reproach  to  bite 
any  man  that  comes  in  their  way,  thereby  feeding  and 
feotbing  that  evil  inclination.  But  as  this  inhuman  and 
furrifh  humour  fhould  be  corrected  and  extirpated  from 
^lur  hearts,  fb  fhould  the  iflues  thereof  at  our  mouths  be 
flopped :  the  befpattering  our  neighbour's  good  name 
ftould  never  afford  any  fatisfa£Uon  or  delight  unto  us. 

Nor  oiit  of  watitonnefs  fhould  we  fpeak  ill,  for  our  di- 
iFiirtifement  or  fport.  For  our  neighbour's  reputation  is 
too  great  and  precious  a  thing  to  be  played  with,  or  of- 
Ser^  np  to  fpdrt ;  we  are  very  foolifh  in  fo  difvaluing  it, 
fcry  naughty  in  fo  mifuiing  it.  Our  wits  are  very  bar- 
fen,  our  brains  are  ill  furnifhed  with  flore  of  knowledge, 
if  we  can  find  no  other  matter  of  converfation. 

.Nor  out  of  negligence  and  inadvertency  fhould  we 
^tter  out  reproachful  fpeech;  fhooting  ill  words 
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BERM.  rovers,  or  not  r^arding  who  ftands  in  our  way.     Amonfg^ 
^^l-     all  temerities  this  is-  one  of.  the  moft  noxious,  and  therc-^ 
"!  fore  very  culpable. 

In  fine,  we  (hould  never  fpeak  concerning  our  neigh-^ 
hour  from  any  other  principle  than  charity,  or  to  any- 
other  intent  but  what  is  charitable ;  fuch  as  tendeth  to 
t  Cor.  xvi.  his  good,  Or  at  lead  is  confiftent  therewith.  Let  all  yew 
ihmgsj  faith  St.  Paul,  be  done  in  charity :  and  words  are 
mod  of  the  things  we  do  concerning  our  neighbour^ 
wherein  we  may  exprefs  charity.  In  all  our  fpeeches 
therefore  touching  him,  we  (hould  plainly  fhew  that  we 
have  a  care  of.  his  reputation,  that  we  tender  his  intereft, 
that  we  even  defire  his  content  and  repofe.  Even  when 
reafon  and  need  do  fo  require,  that  we  fhould  difclofe  and 
reprehend  his  faults,  we  may,  we  {hould,  by  the  manner 
and  fcope  of  bur  fpeech,  fignify  thus  much.  Which  rol^ 
were  it  obferved,  if  we  (liould  never  fpeak  ill  otherwife 
than  out  of  charity,  furely  mod  ill-fpeaking  would  be  cut 
oiT;  mod,  I  fear,  of  our  tattling  about  others,  much  of 
our  goffipping  would  be  marred. 

Indeed,  fo  far  from  bitter  or  four  our  language  (honkl 
Ptot.xv.96.  be,  that  it  ought  to  be  fweet  and  pleafant ;  fo  far  from 
***•  '•**      rough  and  hardi,  that  it  fhould  be  courteous  and  oblig- 
ing ;  fo  far  from  fignifying  wrath,  ill-will,  contempt,  or 
animofity,  that  it  fhould  exprefs  tender  a£Rs6iion,  good 
cdeem,  fincere  refj>eA  toward  our  brethren ;  and  be  apt 
to  produce  the  like  in  them  toward  us  :  the  fenfe  of  them 
fhould  be  grateful  to  the  heart ;  the  very  found  and  ac- 
Rom.xT.a.cent  of  them  (hould  be  delightful  to  the  ear.    Every  one 
1  Cor.x.3d.  fhould  pleafe  his  neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification.    Our 
Col.  IT.  6.   words  fhould  always  be  h  x*V"'S  "'*'*  g^^^^^T^^/^jied  with 
fait ;  they  fhould  have  the  grace  of  courtefy,  they  fhould 
be  feafoned  with  the  fait  of  difcretion,  fo  as  to  be  fweet 
and  favoury  to  the  hearers  P.     Ck^mmonly  ill  language  is 
a  certain  fign  of  inward  enmity  and  ill-\«411.     Good-will 
is  wont  to  fhew  itfelf  in  good  terms ;  it  clotheth  even  its 

f  Chvitis— cum  uput  mitts  eft,  cum  blindhur  £mplcx  eft :  pie  Iblet  fi»- 
Tiie,  fine  dolo  mnlcere ;  patienter  novit  ififd,  honuUter  imfipaii.  &  Btrm, 
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grief  handfomely,  and  its  difpleafure  carrieth  favour  in  its  S£  RM. 
6oe;  its  rigour  is  civil  and  gentle,  tempered  with  pity    XVI. 
for  the  faults  and  errors  which  it  difliketh,  with  the  defire  """^^^ 
of  their  amendment  and  recovery  whom  it  reprehendeth. 
It  would  infli£l  no  more  evil  than  is  neceflary ;  it  would 
cure  its  neighbour's  difeafe  without  exafperating  his  pa* 
tience,  troubling  his  modefty,  or  impairing  his  credit. 
As  it  always  judgeth  candidly,  fo  it  never  condemneth 
extremely. 

II.  But  fo  much  for  the  explication  of  this  precept^ 
and  the  dire&ive  part  of  our  difcourfe.  I  (hall  now 
briefly  propound  fome  inducements  to  the  obfervance 
thereof. 

1.  Let  us  confider,  that  nothing  more  than  railing  and 
reviling  is  oppofite  to  the  nature,  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
tenor. of  our  religion <);  the  which,  as  even  a  heathen 
did  obferve  of  it,  nil  nifi  juftum  fuadet^  et  lefie,  doth  re-  Ammiin. 
tommend  nothing  but  wlutt  is  very  jiift  and  mild :  which 
propoundeth  the  praftices  of  charity,  meeknefs,  patience, 
peaceablenefs,  moderation,  equity,  alacrity  or  good  hu- 
mour, as  its  principal  laws,  and  declareth  them  the  chief 
fruits  of  the  divine  Spirit  and  grace  :  which  chargeth  us 
to  curb  and  compofe  all  our  paffions ;  more  particularly 
to  reftrain  and  reprefs  anger,  animofity,  envy,  malice,  and 
fuch  like  difpoiitions,  as  the  fruits  of  carnality  and  cor- 
rupt luft :  which  confequently  drieth  up  all  the  fources, 
or  dammeth  up  the  fluices  of  bad  language.  As  it  doth 
above  all  things  oblige  us.  to  bear  no  ill-will  in  oiu"  hearts,  1  Pet.  iv.  s* 
fo  it  chargeth  us  to  vent  none  with  our  mouths. 

a.  It  is  therefore  often  exprefsly  condemned  and  pro- 
hibited as  evil.     It  is  the  property  of  the  wicked,  a  cha- 
mber of  thofe  who  work  iniquity,  to  whet  their  tongues ^t^\jxws. 
like  a /word,  and  lend  their  low^  to  Jhoot  their  arrows, 
bitter  words. 


4  Lingua  Chriftum  confe({a  non  (it  maledica,  non  turbulenta,  non  convi* 
tits  et  litibus  perftrepens  audiatur.  Cypr,  ie  Unit.  EccL 
•  CooTitiU  et  malediftis  qucefo  vos  abftinete ;  quia  neque  maledici  regnum 
Dd  oonfeqaentur ;  et  lingua  quae  Chriftum  confefla  eft^  incolumis  et  pun 
cum  fuo  bonore  fervanda  eft.  Cypr.  Ep,  vii. 
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SERM.       3*   No  pradice  hath  more  fevere   punifhments  djB'-* 
XVI.    nounced  to  it  than  this.    The  railer  (and  it  is  indeed  0^ 
very  proper  and  fit  punifhment  for  him,  he  being  exceed- 
ingly bad  conipany)  is  to  be  banifbed  out  of  all  good  fa- 

iCor.v.ii.ciety  ;  thereto  St.  Paul  adjudgeth  him  :  I  have,  faith  he^ 
flow  written  unto  youy  not  to  keep  company^  if  any  mam 
that  is  called  a  brother  he  a  fornicator^  or  covetous,  or  am 
idolater,  or  a  railer,  or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner,  tuitk 
fu£h  an  one  not  to  eat.  Ye  fee  what  company  the  raiier 
hath  in  the  text,  and  with  what  a  crew  of  people  be  i» 
coupled :  but  no  good  company  he  is  allowed  other- 
where ;  every  good  Chriflian  fbould  avoid  him  as  a  bIot» 
and  a  peft  of  converfation  :  and  finally  he  is  fure  to  b^ 
excluded  from  the  bleifed  fociety  above  in  heaven';  for 

\Cot,y\Ao, neither  thieves^  fior  covetous,  nor  drunkards,  nor  revilersl 
nor  extortioners  Jhall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God :  andj 

RcT.  Mil.  Without  (without  the  heavenly  city)  are  dogs,  fiuth  St.   . 

^*'  John  in  his  Revelation,  that  is,  thofe  chiefly  who  out  oF 

currifh  fpite  or  malignity  do  frowardly  bark  at  their 
neighbours,  or  cruelly  bite  them  with  reproachful  Ian* 
guage. 

4.  If  we  look  upon  fuch  language  in  its  own  nature, 
what  is  it  but  a  fymptom  of  a  foul,  a  weak,  a  difor- 
dered  and  diilempered  mind  ?  It  is  the  fmoke  of  inward 
rage  and  malice  :  it  is  a  flream  that  cannot  iflue  from  a 
fweet  fpring :  it  is  a  ftorm  that  cannot  blufter  out  of  a 

Pfov.xv.a6.  calm  region.     The  words  of  the  pure  are  pleqfant  words, 
as  the  Wife  Man  faith. 

5.  This  prafitice  doth  plainly  fignify  low  fpirit,  ill 
breeding,  and  bad  manners ;  and  thence  mifbecometh  any 
wife,  any  honeft,  any  honourable  perfon.  It  agreeth  to 
children,  who  are  unapt  and  unaccuftomed  to  deal  in 
matters  confiderable,  to  fquabble ;  to  women  of  meaneft 
rank,  (apt  by  nature,  or  cuftom,  to  be  tranfported  with 
paflion,)  to  fcold.     In  our  modem  languages  it  is  termed 


'  Hinc  intelligere  poflumus  quam  gravis  fit  et  pemiciofa  maledlAio, 
quandoy  etiamii  alia  bona  adfiierint,  fola  ezcludit  a  coelo.  Sah,  de  GtAtr, 
Dei,  lib.  iii. 
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wBtwy,  as   being  proper  for  niftic  boors,  or  men   of  SBRM, 
coarfeft  education  and  employment ;  who,  having  their    ^^^' 
minds  debafed  by  being  converfant  in  meaneA  afiairs,  do 
wwt  their  forry  paffions,  and  bicker  about  their  petty 
concernments,  in  fuch  flrains  5  who  alfo,  being  not  capa- 
ble of  a  fair  reputation,  or  fenfible  of  difgrace  to  them- 
felves,  do  little  value  the  credit  of  others,  or  care  for 
afperfing  it*.    But  fuch  language  is  unworthy  of  thofe 
perfons,  aird  cannot  eaiily  be  drawn  from  them,  who  are 
wont  to  exercife  their  thoughts  about  nobler  matters, 
who  are  verfed  in  affairs  manageable  only  by  calm  deli- 
beration and  fair  perfuafion,  no.t  by  impetuous  and  provo- 
cttive  rudenefs ;  the  which  do  never  work  otherwife  upon 
malculine  fouls,  than  fo  as  to  procure  difdain  and  refid- 
aiice.     Such  perfons,  knowing   the  benefit  of  a  good 
name,  being  wont  to  pofTefs  a  good  repute,  prizing  their 
own  credit  as  a  confiderable  good,  will  never  be  prone 
to  bereave  others  of  the  like  by   opprobrious  fpeech. 
A  noble  enemy  will  never  fpeak  of  his  enemy  in  bad 
terms  ^ 

We  may  farther  confider,  that  all  wife,  all  honefl,  all 
ingenuous  perfons  have  an  averfation  from  ill  fpeaking, 
and  cannot  entertain  it  with  any  acceptance   or  com- 
placence ;  that  only  ill-natured,  unworthy,  and  naughty 
people  are  its  willing  auditors,  or  do  abet;  it  with  ap- 
plaufe.    The  good  man,  in  the  fifteenth  Pfalm,  non  accipitVfzl.xf.  3. 
opprobrium^  doth  not  take  up^  or  accept,  a  reproach  agaitift 
his  neighbour  :  but  A  wicked  doer,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  Prov.  xvii. 
giveth  heed  tofalfe  lips^  and  a  liar  giveth  ear  to  a  naughty  *' 
tongue.    And  what  reafonable  man  will  do  that  which  is 
di%uftful  to  the  wife  and  good,  is  grateful  only  to  the 
fbolifh  and  bafer  fort  of  men  ^  ?    I  pretermit,  that  ufing 
this  fort  of  language  doth  incapacitate  a  man  for  to  be- 
nefit his  neighbour,  and  defeateth  his  endeavours  for  his 
edification,  difparaging  a  good  caufe,  prejudicing  the  de- 

•  In  quo  admirari  foleo  gravitatem  et  juftitiam  et  fapientiam  Caefaris,  qui 
oaoquam  nifi  honorificentiffime  Pompeium  appellat.  Cic*  Epift,  torn.  vi.  6. 

<  It  is  always  taken  as  an  argument  of  ill-will.  Matedicus  a  malefico  non 
dtftat,  nifi  occafione.  Quint,  xit,  9.  ' 
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.SERM/fence  of  truth,  ob(lru£ling  the  efie^  of  good  inftru&ioii 
^^^'     and  wholefome  reproof;  as  we  did  be£bre  remark  and 
declare.     Farther, 

6.  He  that  ufeth  this  kind  of  fpeech  doth,  as  harm 
and  trouble  others,  fo  create  many  great  inconveniences 
and  mifchieis  to  himfelf  thereby.  Nothing  fo  inflametii 
the  wrath  of  men,  fo  provoketh  their  enmity,  fo  breedeth 
lading  hatred  and  fpite,  as  do  contumelious  wprds.  They 
are  often  called ^ords  and  arrows;^  and  as  fuqh  they 
pierce  deeply,  and  caufe  moft  grievous  fmart ;  which  men 
feeling  are  enraged,  and  accordingly  will  (hive  to  ^  requite 
them  in  the  like  manner,  and  in  all  other  obvious  wayi 
of  revenge.  Hence  ftrife,  clamour  and  tumult,  care,  fuf« 
picion  and  fear,  danger  and  trouble,  forrow  and  regrett 
do  feize  on  the  reviler ;  and  he  is  fufficiently  punifhed  £or 
this  dealing.  No  man  can  otherwife  thdn  live  in  perpe- 
tual fear  of  reciprocal  like  ufage  from  him,  whom  he  is 
confcious  of  having  fo  abufed.  Whence,  if  not  jiifiice  or 
charity  toward  others,  yet  love  and  pity  of  ourfelvci 
(hould  perfuade  us  to  forbear  it  as  difquietful,  inconuDO-^ 
dious,  and  mifchievous  to  us. 

We  (hould  indeed  certainly  enjoy  much  love,  much 
concord,  much  quiet,  we  fliould  live  in  great  fafety  and 
fecurity,  we  (hould  be  exempted  from  much  care  and 
fear,  if  we  would  reftrain  ourfelves  from  abu(ing  and  of- 
fending our  neighbour  in  this  kind :  being  confcious  of 
fo  juft  and  innocent  demeanour  toward  him,  we  (hould 
converfe  with  him  in  a  pleafant  freedom  and  confidence, 
not  fufpefting  any  bad  language  or  ill  ufage  froni  him.* 

7.  Hence  with  evidently  good  reafon  is  he  that  ufeth 
fuch  language  called  a  fool :  and  he  that  abftaineth  from 

l^v.  xviii.  it  is  commended  as  wife.     A  fool's  lips  enter  into  conteU'- 
^*^'  tion,  and  his  mouth  calleth  for  Jirokes.     A  fool* s  mouth  is 

Prov.  X.  ig.Aii  dejiruiliony  and  Ids  lips  are  thefnare  of  his  foul.     He 
PtoY.xiui9»  that  refraineth  his  tongue  is  wife.     In  the  tongue  of  the 

"  The  fcourge  of  the  tongue.  Job  v.  21.  Prov.  xii.  18.  There  is  that 
fpcaketh  like  the  piercings  of  a  fword.  Pfal.  Ivii.  4.  lix.  7.  Ixiv.  8.  Pfal.  lii.  9« 
Sharp  rafor.    Prov.  xxx.  14.  Knives. 

*  The  froward  tongue  (hall  be  cut  out.  Prov.  x.  31. 
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w^eishealik.    He  thai  keepeth  his  lips  keepeth  his  life:  SERM. 

but  he  that  openeth  wide  his  mouth  (that  is,  in  evil-fpeak-    XVI. 

Jngj  gaping  with  clamour  and  vehemency)  .^Z/  have  de- Prov.xiii.  3, 
JruSHon*    The  words  of  a  wife  man's  mouth  are  gracious  :  Ecclef.  x. 

but  the  lips  of  a  fool  will  fwallow  up  himfelf    Death  and  pj^v.xviii. 
life  are  in  the  power  of  the  tongue;  and  they  that  love  i^^i. 
Jhall  eat  the  fruit  thereof;  that  is,  of  the  on«  or  the  other, 
uifwerably  to  the  kind  of  fpeech  they  choofe. 

In  fine,  very  remarkable  is  that  advice,  or  refolution  of 
the  grand  point  concerning  the  beft  way  of  living  hap- 
pily, in  the  Pfalmift :  What  man  is  he  that  defreth  Itfe,  Pfal.  xxxir. 
tmd  loveth  many  days,  that  he  may  fee  good  P  Keep  thy  ^^»  ^^' 
imigue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips  from  fpeaking  guile.  Ab- 
ftinence  from  ill-fpeaking  he  feemeth  to  propofe  as  the 
firft  ftep  toward  the  fruition  of  a  durably-happy  life. 

8.  Laftly,  we  may  confider  that  it  is  a  grievous  per- 
Terting  the  defign  of  fpeech,  (that  excellent  faculty,  which 
To  much  diftinguiftieth  us  from,  fo  highly  advanceth  us 
above,  other  creatures,)  to  ufe  it  to  the  defaming  and 
difquieting  our  neighbour.  It  was  given  us  as  an  inftru- 
ment  of  beneficial  commerce,  and  delediable  converfa- 
tion  ;  that  with  it  we  might  afliA  and  advife,  might  cheer 
ind  comfort  one  another :  we  therefore  in  employing  it 
to  the  difgrace,  vexation,  damage  or  prejudice  in  any 
kind,  of  our  neighbour,  do  foully  abufe  it ;  and  fo  doing, 
render  ourfelves  indeed  worfe  than  dumb  beafts  :  for  bet- 
ter £ur  it  were  that  we  could  fay  nothing,  than  that  we 
(hould  fpeak  ill  y. 

'  Now  the  God  of  grace  and  peace  make  us  perfe%  in  Hcb.  xiii. 
tnxry  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  us  that  which  is ' 
weU'pleafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chri/i;  to  whom. he 
^wryfor  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

'   f  Mutos  luifct,  et  egere  omni  ratione  fatius  fuiflet,  quam  providentiae  mu* 
neia  in  mutuam  peraiciem  convertere.  Quint,  xii.  1. 
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THE  FOLLY  OF  SLANDER. 


Prov,  X.  i8. 

He  that  uttereth  Jlander  is  a  fool. 

SBRM.  vrENERAL  declamations  againft  vice  and  fin  are  indeed 
XVIL  excellently  ufeful^  as  routing  men  to  confider  and  look 
about  them :  but  they  do  often  want  efieS:,  becaufe  tbey 
only  raife  confufed  apprehenfions  of  thingSi  and  indeter? 
minate  propenlions  to  adion ;  the  which  ufually^  befiore 
men  throughly  perceive  or  refolve  what  they  fbould 
pra6iife,  do  decay  and  vanifli.  As  he  that  cries  out  fire 
doth  flir  up  people,  and  infpireth  them  with  a  kind  of 
hovering  tendency  every  way,  yet  no  man  thence  to  pur- 
pofe  moveth,  until  he  be  diftin£Uy  informed  where  the 
mifchief  is ;  then  do  they,  who  apprehend  themfelfQi 
concerned,  run  haftily  to  oppofe  it:  fo,  till  we  particu- 
larly difcem  where  our  offences  lie,  (till  we  diftindly 
know  the  heinous  nature  and  the  mifchievous  confiy 
quences  of  them,)  we  fcarce  will  effefhially  apply  om^ 
felves  to  corred  them.  Whence  it  is  requifite,  that  men 
fhould  be  particularly  acquainted  with  their  fins,  and  by 
proper  arguments  be  difluaded  irom  them. 

In  order  whereto  I  have  now  feleded  one  fin  to  de- 
fcribe,  and  to  difluade  from,  being  in  nature  as  vile,  and 
in  praftice  as  common,  as  any  other  whatever  that  hath 
prevailed  among  men.     It  is  (lander,  a  fin  which  in  all 


The  Folly  of  Slander.  38 1 

times  and  places  hath  been  epidemical  and  rife;  but  SERM. 
which  efpecially  doth  feem  to  reign  and  rage  in  our  age   XVII. 
and  country.  — — — — 

There  are  principles  innate  to  men,  which  ever  have, 
and  ever  will  incline  them  to  this  oflence.  Eager  appe- 
tites to  fecular  and  fenfual  goods ;  violent  pailions,  urginjg 
the  profecution  of  what  men  afFe£): ;  wrath  and  difplea- 
fure  againil  thofe  who  ftand  in  the  way  of  compafling 
their  defires ;  emulation  and  envy  toward  thofe  who  hap 
to  fucceed  better,  or  to  attain  a  greater  {hare  in  fuch 
things  ;  exceffive  felf-love ;  unaccountable  malignity  and 
vanity,  are  in  fome  degrees  connatural  to  all  men,  and 
ever  prompt  them  to  this  dealing,  as  appearing  the  mod 
efficacious,  compendious,  and  eafy  way  of  fatisfying  fuch 
appetites,  of  promoting  fuch  deiigns,  of  difcharging  fuch 
paffions.  Slander  thence  hath  always  been  a  principal 
engine,  whereby  covetous,  ambitious,  envious,  ill-natured, 
and  vain  perfons  have  ftrove  to  fupplant  their  competitors, 
and  advance  themfelves;  meaning  thereby  to  procure^ 
what  tbay  chiefly  prize  and  like,  wealth,  or  dignity,  or 
reputation,  favour  and  power  in  the  court,  refpeS;  and  in*- 
tereft  with  the  people. 

But  from  efpecial  caufes  our  age  peculiarly  doth 
abound  in  this  pradice:  for,  befides  the  common  dif- 
pofitions  inclining  thereto,  there  are  conceits  newly 
coined,  and  greedily  entertained  by  many,  which,  feem 
Mrpofely  levelled  at  the  difparagement  of  piety,  charity, 
and  juftke,  fubftituting  intereft  in  the  room  of  confcience, 
authorizing  and  commending,  for  good  and  ■■  wife,  all 
ways  ferving  to  private  advantage.  There  are  implacable 
liifi^ifions,  fierce  animofities,  and  bitter  zeals  fprung.up; 
there  is  an  extreme  curiofity,  nicenefs,  and  delicacy  oif 
judgment  $  there  is  a  mighty  afieSation  of  feeming  wife 
and  witty  by  any  means ;  there  is  a  great  unfettlement  of 
mind,  and  corruption  of  manners,  generally  difTufed  over 
people :  from  which  fources  it  is  no  wonder  that  this 
flood  hath  fo  overflown,  that  no  banks  can  reftrain  it,  no 
fencei  «re  aUe  to  reiifl  it ;  fo  that  ordinary  converfation 
dli  fall  with  it,  and  no  demeanour  can  be  fecure  from  it« 
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SEIIM.      If  we  do  mark  what  is  done  in  many  (might  I  not  bji 
XVII.    in  moft)  companies,  what  is  it,  but  one  telling  malicioui 
(lories  of,  or  fadening  odious  cbara£t:ers  upon  another? 
What  do  men  commonly  pleafe  themfelves  in  fo  much, 
as  in  carping  and  harfhly  cenfuring,  in   de&ming  and 
abufing  their  neighbours?    Is  it  not  the  fport  and  di* 
vertifement  of  many,  to  caft  dirt  in  the  faces  of  all  they 
meet  with;  to  befpatter  any  man  with  foul  imputation!? 
Doth  not  in  every  corner  a  Momus  lurk,  from  the  venom 
X)f  whofe  fpitefiil  or  petulant  tongue  no  eminency  of 
rank,  dignity  of  place,  or  facrednefs  of  ofSce,  no  inno- 
cence or  integrity  of  life,  no  wifdom  or  circumfpeftion  m 
behaviour,  no  good  nature,  or  benignity  in  dealing  and 
carriage,  can  protect  any  perfon  ?    Do  not  men  aflumeto 
themfelves  a  liberty  of  telling  romances,  and  framing 
charafiters  concerning  their  neighbour,  as  freely  as  a  poet 
doth  about  He£lor  or  Turnus,  Therfites  or  Draucus  ?  Do 
they  not  ufurp  a  power  of  playing  with,  of  toiling  abobt, 
of  tearing  in  pieces  their  neighbour's  good  name,  as  if  it 
were  the  verieft  toy  in  the  world  ?  Do  no(  many,  ham^ 
a  form  ofgodlinefs,  (fome  of  them  demurely,  others  con- 
fidently, both  without  any  fenfe  of,  or  remorfe  for  what 
they  do,)  backbite  their  brethren  ?    Is  it  not  grown  fo 
common  a  thing  to  afperfe  caufelefsly,  that  no  man  won- 
ders at  it,  that  few  diflike,  that  fcarce  any  deteft  it  ?  that 
moft  notorious  calumniators  are  heard,  not  only  with 
patience,  but  with  pleafure ;  yea  are  even  held  in  voguft 
and  reverence,  as  men  of  a  notable  talent,  and  very  fe^ 
viceable  to  their  party;  fo  that  (lander  feemeth  to  have 
loft  its  nature,  and  not  to  be  now  an  odious  fin,  but  a  tttf 
ihionable  humour,  a  vvay  of  pleafing  entertainment,  a  fiaii 
knack,  or  curious  feat  of  policy ;  fo  that  no  man  at  leafl 
taketh  himfelf  or  others  to  be  accountable  for  what  ii 
faid  in  this  way?    Is  not,  in  fine,  the  cafe  become  fucl^ 
that  whoever  hath  in  him  any  love  of  truth,  any  fenfe  of 
juftice    or   honefty,  any   fpark   of   charity   toward    his 
brethren,  fliall  hardly  be  able  to  fatisfy  himfelf  in  the 
converfations  he  meeteth ;  but  will  be  tempted,  with  the 
holy  Prophet,  to  wiih  himfelf  fequeftered  from  fociety^ 
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and  call  into  folitude ;  repeating  thofe  words  of  his,  Oh  SERM. 
tktd  I  had  in  the  wildernefs  a  lodging  place  of  wayfaring    XVII. 
men;  tltat  I  might  leave  my  people,  and  go  from  ihem:3et.ix.*i,a. 
fer  they  are — an  ajfemhly  of  treacherous  men,  and  ^^^^\j^\i^ 
tend  their  tongues  like  their  low  for  lies  ?    This  he  wifhed  9. 
in  an  age  fo  refembling  ours,  that  I  fear  the  defcription 
with  equal  patnefs  may  fuit  both:  Take  ye  heed  (faid  heJer.iz.4,j^ 
then ;  and  may  we  not  advife  the  like  now  ?)  every  one  of 
his  neighbour,  and  trufi  ye  not  in  any  brother:  for  every 
brother  will  utterly  fupplant,  and  every  neighbour  will 
walk  withflanders.    They  will  deceive  every  one  his  neigh- 
hnir,  and  will  not  fpeak  the  truth :  they  have  taught  their 
imgue  to  fpeak   lies,   and  weary   themfelves  to  commit 
iniquity. 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  things,  obvious  to  experience, 
no  difcourfe  may  feem  more  needful  or  ufeful,  than  that 
which  ferveth  to  correft  or  check  this  prafilice:  the 
which  I  (hall  endeavour  to  do,  i.  by  defcribing  the  na- 
ture, a.  by  declaring  the  folly  of  it ;  or  (hewing  it  to  be 
very  true  which  the  Wife  Man  here  a(rerteth,  He  that 
uiterethflander  is  a  fooL  The  which  particulars  I  hope 
fo  to  profecute,  that  any  man  (hall  be  able  ea(]Iy  to 
difcem,  and  ready  heartily  to  deteft  this  praftice. 

I.  For  explication  of  its  nature,  we  may  defcribe  (lan- 
der to  be  the  uttering  falfe  (or  equivalent  to  falfe,  mo- 
tally  falfe)  fpeech  againd  our  neighbour,  in  prejudice  to 
his  fame,  his  fafety,  his  welfare,  or  concernment  in  any^ 
kind,  out  of  malignity,  vanity,  ra(hnefs,  ill-nature,  or  bad  le. 
defign.    That  which  is  in  holy  Scripture  forbidden  and^^^**"^* 
reproved  under  feveral  names  and  notions;  o(  '^bearing "^  JnAe 9, 
falfe  tuitnefs,  ^ falfe  acctifation,  ^railing  cenfure,  ^7y^^"  *  Uik"  lu!* 
phaniry, « tale-bearing,  ^whi/pering,  c  backbiting,  ^fupplant- 1*- »«.  s. 
mg,  '^taking  up  reproach:  which  terms  fome  of  them  doie. Prov. 
6irnifv  the  nature,  others  denote  the  fpecial  kinds,  others  *^'i-  •• 
imply  the  manners,  others  iuggelt  the  ends  of  this  prac-  f  Prov.  xvi. 
ifioe.     But  it  feemeth  moft  fiiUy  intelligible  by  obferving^®;  ^°™;'' 
the  feveral  kinds  and  degrees  thereof;  as  alfo  by  refle£i- xii.  20. 
jBg  on  the  divers  ways  and  manners  of  praftifing  it.  Rom.  L^aa 

■.   The'priticipal  kinds  thereof!  obferve  to  be  thele :         '  ^  Jcr.  ix.  4, 
'^         ^  »Kal.xv.a, 
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SERM.      I*  The  groffibft  kind  of  flander  is  that  which  in  the 
XVII.    Decalogue  is  called  bearing  falfe  tejiimony  againft  our 
neighbour;  that  is,  flatly  charging  him  with  fiei£tB  the 
which  he  never  committed,  and  is  nowife  guilty  of.     Aa 
in  the  cafe  of  Naboth,  when  men  were  fuborned  to  fay, 
1  Kings      Naboih  did  blafpheme  God  and  the  king :  and  as  wag 
^- ^^;^^y  David's  cafe,  when  he  thus  complained,  Falfe  witn^es 
11.  did  rife  up,  they  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew  noi 

of  This  kind  in  the  higheft  way  (that  is,  in  judicid 
proceedings)  is  more  rare ;  and  of  all  men,  they  who  are 
detected  to  pra£tife  it  are  held  moil  vile  and  infamous.  | 
as  being  plainly  the  mod  pernicious  and  perilous  inftru- 
ments  of  injuftice,  the  mod  defperate  enemies  of  all 
men's  right  and  fafety  that  can  be.  But  alfo  out  of  the 
court  there  are  many  knights-errant  of  the  poft,  whofe 
biifinefs  it  is  to  run  about  fcattering  falfe  reports ;  fome- 
times  loudly  proclaiming  them  in  open  companies,  fome- 
times  clofely  whifpering  them  in  dark  comers;  thusJn-^ 
fe&ing  converfation  with  their  poifonous  breath:  thefe 
no  lefs  notorioufly  are  guilty  of  this  kind,  as  bearing  al- 
ways the  fame  malice,  and  fometimes  breeding  as  ill 
effeds. 

2.  Another  kind  is,  affixing  fcandalous  names,  injiiri-- 

ous  epithets,  and  odious  chara6iers  upon  perfons,  which 

Num.  rvi.  they  deferve  not.     As  when  Corah  and  his  complices  did 

John  xix.   accufe  Mofes  of  being  ambitious,  unjufl,  and  tyrannical: 

tl^^'      .  when  the  Pharifees  called  our  Lord  an  impoftor,  a  blaf- 

65.  ix.  3.    phemer,  ja,  forcerer,  a  glutton  and  wme-bibber,  an  mcen* 

xii.a4.xi.  diary  and  perverter  of  the  people,  one  thdit  fpake  agdtnH 

Luke  xxiii.  Qjefarj  and  forbad  to  give  tribute :   when  the  ApofUes 

fo^nxlx.   were  charged  of  being  ^peftilent,  turbulent,  faftious  and 

»«•       ...  feditious  fellows.    This  fort  being  very  common,  and 

a,  *     '  '  thence  in  ordinary  repute  not  fo  bad,  yet  in  juft  eftima* 

•  Aas  xyiUtjQn  may  be  judged  even  worfe  than  the  former;  as  do- 

'       '  '  ing  to  our  neighbour  more  heavy  and  more  irreparable 

wrong.    For  it  iqipofeth  on  him  really  more  blame,  and 

that  fuch  which  he  can  hardly  ffaake  o£f:  becaufe  the 

charge  fignifieth  habit  of  evil,  and  includeth  many  ads ; 

then^  being  general  and  indefinite,  can  fcarce  be.  dif- 
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proved.  He,  for  inftance,  that  calleth  a  fober  man  drank-  SERM. 
ard,  doth  impute  to  him  many  afts  of  fuch  intemperance;  XVII. 
fome  really  paft,  others  probably  future ;  and  no  particu- 
lar  time  or  place  being  fpecified,  how  can  a  man  clear 
imn&if  of  that  imputation,  efpecially  with  thofe  who  are 
not  throughly  acquainted  with  his  converfation  ?  So  he 
that  calledi  a  man  unjuft,  proud,  perverfe,  hypocritical, 
doth  load  him  with  mod  grievous  faults,  which  it  is  not 
poffible  that  the  mod  innocent  perfon  (hould  difcharge 
himfelf  from. 

3«  Like  to  that  kind  is  this,  afperfing  a  man's  aftions 
with  barfli  cenfures  and  foul  terms,  importing  that  they 
proceed  from  ill  principles,  or  tend  to  bad  ends ;  fo  as  it 
doth  not  or  cannot  appear.  *Thus  when  we  fay  of  him 
Aat  is  generoufly  hofpitable,  that  he  is  profufe ;  of  him 
that  is  prudently  frugal,  that  he  is  niggardly;  of  him 
that  is  cheerful  and  free  in  his  converfation,  that  he  is 
wn  or  loofe ;  of  him  that  is  ferious  and  refolute  in  a 
good  way,  that  be  is  fullen  or  morofe ;  of  him  that  is 
confpicuous  and  brifk  in  virtuous  praftice,  that  it  is  ambi- 
tion or  oftentation  which  ads  him  ;  of  him  that  is  clofe 
and  bafhful  in  the  like  good  way,  that  it  is  fneaking  ftu- 
pidity,  or  want  of  fpirit ;  of  him  that  is  referved,  that  it 
is  craft ;  of  him  that  is  open,  that  it  is  fimplicity  in  him  : 
when  we  afcribe  a  man's  liberality  and  charity  to  vain- 
glory or  popularity ;  his  flri£t:nefs  of  life  and  conflancy 
in  devotion,  to  fuperftition  or  hypocrify :  when,  I  fay, 
we  pafs  fuch  cenfures,  or  impofe  fuch  chara£t:ers,  on  the 
laudable  or  innocent  pra£tice  of  our  neighbours,  we  are 
indeed  flanderers,  imitating  therein  the  great  calumniator, 
who  thua  did  (lander  even  God  himfelf,  imputing  his  pro- 
hibition of  the  fruit  unto  envy  toward  men;  {Gody  faidGeii.iU.^. 
ht^dnih  know,  that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof,  your  eyes 
fiall  be  opened,  and  ye  Jhall  he  as  gods,  knowing  good  and 

• 

*  At  nos  virtutes  ipfas  invertimus,  atque 
Sincerum  cupimus  vas  incruflare.  Probus  quis 
Nobifcum  vivit  ?  multum  eft  demiflua  homo.  Illi 
Tardo  cognomen  pinguis  damus.  &c. 

Hor.  Senn.  i.  9.  V\^,  Sidon.  Jp9ll 
VOL.  I.  C  C 


$66  '   Tlie  Folly  of  Slander. 

SKKM.  evil;)  who  thus  did  afcribe  the  Aeady  piety  of  Job^  not 
^^^^*    to  a  confcientious  love  and  fear  of  God,  but  to  policy 
Job  i.  9.     and  felfiih  deiign ;  Doth  Job  fear  God  for  nouglU  f 
"'^*  Whoever  indeed  pronounceth  concerning,  fak  neig^ 

hour's  intentions  otherwife  than  as  they  are  eiideiitfy  ex- 
prefled  by  words,  or  fignified  by  overt  adions,  b  ft  flan- 
derer;  becaufe  he  pretendeth  to  know,  and  dareth  to 
^ver,  that  which  he  no-ways  poflSbly  can  tell  whether  it 
be  true ;  becaufe  the  heart  is  exempt  from  all  jurifdidipn 
here,  is  only  fubjeft  to  the  government  and  trial  of  an- 
other world ;  becaufe  no  man  can  judge  concerning  the 
truth  of  fuch  accufations  ;  becaufe  no  man  can  exempt  or 
defend  himfelf  from  them  :  fo  that  apparently  fuch  prac- 
tice doth  thwart  all  courfe  of  juftice  and  equity. 
Jer.xxiii. .      4.  Another  kind  is,  perverting  a  man's  words  or  a&ions 
difadvantageoufly  by  affefted  mifconftruSion.     All  words 
are  ambiguous,  and  capable  of  different  fenfes,  (fome  fair, 
n«y ir^ay;^^ fome  more  foul;)  all  aftions  have  two  handles,  one  that 
c«^  Ep^al  candour  and  charity  will,  another  that  diHngenuity  and 
fpite  may,  lay  hold  on  :  and  in  fuch  cafes,  to  mifappre- 
hend  is  a  calumnious  procedure,  arguing  malignant  dif- 
pofition  and  mifchievous  defign.     Thus  when  two  men 
Matt,  zivi.did  witnefs  that  our  Lord  affirmed,  he  could  demoli/h  the 
John  u.  19,  ^^'^pl^i  o,nd  rear  it  again  in  three  days  ;  although  he  did 
indeed  fpeak  words  to  that  purpofe,  meaning  them  in  a 
figurative  fenfe,  difcernible  enough  to  thofe  who  would 
candidly  have  minded  his  drift  and  way  of  fpeaking  5  yet 
they  who  crudely  alleged  them  againft  him  are  called 
Kal.  Ivi.  5.  falfe  witnefles.     At  laji^  faith  the  Gofpel,  came  two  falfe 
thwwreft  '^i^neJUeSy  and  faidy  This  fellow  faid,  I  am  able  to  deftroy 
my  words,  the  temple,  8cc.    Thus  alfo  when  fome  certified  of  St.Ste- 
fupra.        phen,  as  having  faid,  that  Jefus  of  Nazareth  Jhoidd  deftroy 
A6Uvi.  i^ithat  place,  and  change  the  cujloms  that  Mofes  delivered; 
although  probably  he  did  fpeak  words  near  to  that  pur- 
pofe, yet  are  thofe  men  called  falfe  witnefles  :  And,  faith 
St.  Luke,  theyfet  up  falfe  witneffes,  which  faid,  This  man 
ceafeth  not  to  fpeak  bla/phemous  words,  &c.    Which  in- 
ilances  plainly  do  (hew,  if  we  would  avoid  the  guilt  of 
(lander,  how  careful  we  fhould  be  to  interpret  fairly  and 
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favourably  the  words  and  the  anions  of  our  neigh-  SERM. 
boor,  XVIL 

5.  Another  fort  of  this  praftice  is,  partial  and  lame  re- 
pr^ntation  of  men's  difcourfe,  or  their  pra6lice ;   fup- 

■preffing  fome  part  of  the  truth  in  them,  or  concealing 
fonie  circumflances  about  them,  which  might  ferve  to  ex- 
plain, to  excufe,  or  to  extenuate  them.  In  fuch  a  manner 
eafily,  without  uttering  any  logical  untruth,  one  may  yet 
grievoufly  calumniate.  Thus  fuppofe  that  a  man  fpeak- 
cth  a  thing  upon  fuppofition,  or  with  exception,  or  in  way 

•  of  objeftion,  or  merely  for  difputation  fake,  in  order  to 
the  difcuffion  or  clearing  of  truth  ;  he  that  fhould  report 
him  aflerting  it  abfolutely,  unlimitedly,  pofitively  and 
peremptorily,  as  his  own  fettled  judgment,  would  noto- 
riouily  calumniate.  If  one  fhould  be  inveigled  by  fraud, 
or  driven  by  violence,  or  flip  by  chance  into  a  bad  place, 
or  bad  company ;  he  that  fhould  fo  reprefent  the  grofs 
of  that  accident  as  to  breed  an  opinion  of  that  perfon, 
that  out  of  pure  difpofition  and  defign  he  did  put  himfelf 
there^  doth  flanderoufly  abufe  that  innocent  perfon.  The 
reporter  in  fuch  cafes  mufl  not  think  to  defend  himfelf  by 
pretending  that  he  fpake  nothing  falfe  ;  for  fuch  propofi- 
tionsy  however  true  in  logic,  may  juftly  be  deemed  lies  in 
morality,  being  uttered  with  a  malicious  and  deceitful 
(that  is,  with  a  calumnious)  mind,  being  apt  to  imprefs 
falfe  conceits,  and  to  produce  hurtful  effefts  concerning 
our  neighbour.    There  are  flanderous  truths,  as  well  as 

'  flanderous  falfehoods :  when  truth  is  uttered  with  a  de- 
ceitful heart,  and  to  a  bafe  end,  it  becomes  a  lie.   He  that  Prov,  xU. 
JPeaketh  truths  faith  the  Wife  Man,  ^/^eit/e/A /or/A  right-^^' 
eoufnejs :    but  a  falfe  witnefs  deceit.     Deceiving  is  the 
proper  work  of  flander :   and  truth  abufed  to  that  end 
patteth  on  its  nature,  and  will  engage  into  like  guilt^. 

6.  Another  kind  of  calumny  is,  by  inflilling  fly  fug- 
geftions  j  which  although  they  do  not  downrightly  aflert 
falfehoods,  yet  they  breed  finifler  opinions  in  the  hearers; 

*  Vid.  Htm,  Paftor,  Where  the  Paftor  obferves,  that  the  Devil  doth  in  his 
temptations  interfperfe  fome  truths,  ferving  to  render  his  delufions  paflable. 

C  C  « 
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SERM.  efpeclally  in  thofe  who  from  weaknefs  or  credolityj  from 
XVII.   jealoufy  or  prejudice,  from  negligence  or  inadvertency^ 
are  prone  tx>  entertain  them.    This  i»  done  many  ways  ; 
by  propounding  wily  fuppofitions,  ibrewd  infinuadons, 
crafty  quedions,  and  fpecious  comparifons,  intimating  !a 
poffibility,  or  inferring  fome  likelihood  of,  and  thence  in- 
ducing to  belieive  the  fad.    Doth  not,  faith  this  kind  of 
ilanderer,  his  temper  incline  him  to  do  thus  ?  may  not  his 
intereft  have  fwayed  him  thereto  ?  had  he  not  fair  oppor- 
tunity and  flrong  temptation  to  it  ?  hath  he.  not  a£ted  fo 
in  like  cafes  ?  Judge  you  therefore  whether  he  did  it  not. 
Thus  the  clofe  ilanderer  argueth  ;  and  a  weak  or  preju- 
diced perfon  is  thereby  fo  caught,  that  he  prefently  is 
ready  thence  to  conclude  the  thing  done.    Again ;   he 
doeth  well,  faith  the  fycophant,  it  is  true ;  but  why,  and 
to  what  end  ?  Is  it  not,  as  mod  men  do,  out  of  ill  defign  ? 
may  he  not  diflemble  now  ?  may  he  not  recoil  hereafter  ? 
have  not  others  made  as  fair  a  fhew  ?  yet  we  know  what 
came  of  it.     Thus  do  calumnious  tongues  pervert  the 
judgments  of  men  to  think  ill  of  the  mod  innocent,  and 
meanly  of  the  worthieft  aftions.     Even  commendation  it- 
felf  is  often  ufed  calumnioufly,  with  intent  to  breed  dif- 
like  and  ill-will  toward  a  perfon  commended  in  envious 
or  jealous  ears  ;  or  fo  as  to  give  palTage  to  difpraifes,  and 
render  the  accufations  following  more  credible.     It  is  an 
artifice  commonly  obferved  to  be  much  in  ufe  there,  where 
the  fined  tricks  of  fupplanting  are  pra6tifed  with  greatefl: 
effeft;    fo  that,  pejjimum  inimicorum  genus^  lavdantes ; 
there  is  no   more  pedilent  enemy,    than  a  malevolent 
praifer  ^.    All  thefe  kinds  of  dealing,  as  they  iffue  from 
the  principles  of  flander,  and  perform  its  work,  fo  they 
defervedly  bear  the  guilt  thereof. 

7.  A  like  kind  is  that  of  oblique  and  covert  refle6tions ; 
when  a  man  doth  not  direSly  or  exprefsly  charge  his 
neighbour  with  faults,  but  yet  fo  fpeaketh,  that  he  is  un- 
derdood,  or  reafonably  prefumed  to  do  it.    This  is  a  very 

'  Excufando  exprobraret.  Tac,  Ann,  i.  p.  10. 
Tuffitaivtg'^tu  rtvf  wiXmt,  Pofyb,  lib.  ir. 


The  Folly  of  Slander.  389 

cunning  and  very  mifchievous  way  of  flandering;  for  SERM. 
therein  the  fculking  calumniator  keepeth  a  referve  for  XVII. 
bimfelf,  and  cutteth  off  from  the  perfon  concerned  the 
means  of  defence.  If  he  goeth  to  clear  himfelf  from  the 
matter  of  fuch  afperfions ;  What'  need,  faith  this  iniidious 
fpeaker,  of  that  ?  muft  I  needs  mean  you  ?  did  I  name 
you?  why  do  you  then  aflume  it  to  younfelf?  do  you 
not  prejudge  yourfelf  guilty  ?  I  did  not,  but  your  own 
confcience  it  feemeth  doth,  accufe  you.  You  are  fo  jea- 
lous and  fufpicious,  as  perfons  over-wife  or  guilty  ufe  to 
be.  So  meaneth  this  ferpent  out  of  the  hedge  fecurely 
and  unavoidably  to  bite  his  neighbour ;  and  is  in  that 
leipeA  more  bafe  and  more  hurtful  than  the  mod  flat  and 
pofitive  (landerer. 

8.  Another  kind  is  that  of  magnifying  and  aggravating 
the  faults  of  others ;  raifing  any  fmall  mifcarriage  into  a 
heinous  crime,  any  {lender  defeat  into  an  odious  vice,  and 
any  common  infirmity  into  a  ftrange  enormity ;  turning 

a  fmall  mote  in  the  eye  of  our  neighbour  into  a  huge  Matt.  vii.o. 
leam^  a  little  dimple  in  his  face  into  a  raonftrous  wen. 
This  is  plainly  (lander,  at  lead  in  degree,  and  according 
to  the  furplufage  whereby  the  cenfure  doth  exceed  the 
fiMiIt.  As«  he  that,  upon  the  fcore  of  a  fmall  debt,  doth 
extort  a  great  fum,  is  no  lefs  a  thief,  in  regard  to  what 
amounts  beyond  his  due,  than  if  without  any  pretence  he 
had  violently  or  fraudulently  feized  on  it:  fo  is  he  a 
ilanderer,  that,  by  heightening  faults  or  imperfe6tions, 
doth  charge  his  neighbour  with  greater  blame,  or  loads 
him  with  inore  difgrace  than  he  deferves.  It  is  not  only 
flander  to  pick  a  hole  where  there  is  none,  but  to  make 
that  wider  which  is,  fo  that  it  appeareth  more  ugly,  and 
cannot  fo  eaiily  be  mended.  For  charity  is  wont  to  ex- 
tenuate faults,  juflice  doth  never  exaggerate  them.  As 
no  man  is  exempt  from  fome  defefts,  or  can  live  free  from 
fome  mifdemeanours ;  fo  by  this  practice  every  man  may 
be  Tendered  very  odious  and  infamous. 

9.  Another  kind"  of  (lander  is,  imputing  to  our  neigh- 
boor's  prad:ice,  judgment  or  profeflion,  evil  confequences 
(^t  to  render  him  odious,  or  defpicable)  which  have  no 
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SERM.  dependence  on  them,  orconne^on  with  them.  There  doln 
XVII.  every  age  occur  diforders  and  miihaps,  fpringing  from  \9f 
rious  complications  of  caufes,  working  fome  of  them  in  a 
more  open  and  difcernible,  others  in  a  more  fecret  and 
fubtile  way ;  (efpecially  from  divine  judgment  and  provir 
dence  checking  or  chaftizing  fin :)  from  fuch  occurrences 
it  is  common  to  fnatch  occafion  and  matter  of  calumny. 
Thofe  who  are  difpofed  this  way  are  ready  peremptorily 
to  charge  them  upon  whomever  they  diflike  or  diSent 
from,  although  without  any  apparent  caufe^or  upon  moft 
frivolous  and  fenfelefs  pretences ;  yea,  often,  when  reafeo 
fheweth  the  quite  contrary,  and  they  who  are  fo  charged 
are  in  juft  efteem  of  all  men  the  lead  obnoxious  to  fuch 
accufations.  So  ufually  the  bed  friends  of  mankind^  thofb 
who  moft  heartily  wifli  the  peace  and  profperity  of  .the 
world,  and  moft  earneftly  to  their  power  ftrive  to  promote 
them,  have  all  the  difturbances  and  difafters  happening 
charged  on  them  by  thofe  fiery  vixonsy  who  (in  purfuance 
of  their  bafe  defigns,  or  gratification  of  their  wild  paf* 
fions)  really  do  themfelves  embroil  things,  and  raife  mife- 
rable  combuftions  in  the  world.  So  it  is,  that  they  who 
have  the  confcience  to  do  mifchief,  will  have  the  con- 
fidence alfo  to  difavow  the  blame  and  the  iniquity,  to  lay 
the  burden  of  it  on  thofe  who  are  moft  innocent.  Thus, 
whereas  nothing  more  difpofeth  men  to  live  orderly  and 
peaceably,  nothing  more  conduceth  to  the  fettlement  and 
fafety  of  the  public,  nothing  fo  much  draweth  bleffings 
down  from  heaven  upon  the  cominon-weal,  as  true  Re- 
ligion ;  yet  nothing  hath  been  more  ordinary,  than  to 
attribute  all  the  mifcarriages  and  mifchiefs  that  happened 
unto  it ;  even  thofe  are  laid  at  its  door,  which  plainly  do 
arife  from  the  contempt  or  negleft  of  it ;  being  the  natural 
fruits,  or  the  juft  punifliments  of  irreligion.  King  Aha)> 
1  Kings  by  forfaking  God's  commandment Sj  and  following  wicked 
XVIII.  17,  fuperftitions,  had  troubled  Ifrael,  drawing  fore  judgments 
and  calamities  thereon ;  yet  had  he  the  heart  and  the  face 
to  charge  thofe  events  on  the  great  aflertor  of  piety,  EUias : 
Art  thou  he  that  troubleth  Ifrael  ^  The  Jews  by  provoca- 
tion of  divine  juftice  had  fet  themfelves  in  a  fair  way  tOr 
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Ward  derolation  and  ruin  ;  this  event  to  come  they  had  the  SERM. 
prefumption  to  lay  upon  the  faith  of  our  Lord's  dofilrine  :    ^^^^' 
If,  faid  they,  we  let  him  aloncj  all  men  will  believe  on  him^Joh,  xi.48. 
flnrf  the  Romans  Jhall  come,  and  take  away  our  place  and 
nation :  whenas,  in  truth,  a  connpHance  with  his  direftions 
and  admonitions  had  been  the  only  means  to  prevent  thofe 
prefaged  mifchiefs.    And,  Si  Tibris  afcenderit  in  mceniaj  ifTcrtull. 
any  public  calamity  did  appear,  then  Chriftianos  ad  leones,  ^^^' 
Chriflians  muft  be  charged  and  perfecuted  as  the  caufes 
thereof.    To  them  it  was  that  Julian  and  other  Pagans 
did  impute  all  the  concuflions,  confuiions,  and  devadations 
£dling  upon  the  Roman  empire.     The  »facking  of  Rome 
by  the  Goths  they  caft  upon  Chriftianity :  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  it  from  which,  reproach  St.  Auftin  did  write 
thofe  renowned  Books  de  Civitate  Dei.     So  liable  are  the 
beft  and  moft  innocent  fort  of  men  to  be  calumnioufly 
aocufed  in  this  manner. 

Another  praftice  (worthily  bearing  the  guilt  of  ilander) 
IB,  bettig  aiding  and  acceflbry  thereto,  by  any-wife  further-  « iv*^^ 
ing,  cherifliing,  abetting  it.     He  that  by  crafty  fignifica-j)*J^^' 
tkms  of  ill-will  doth  prompt  the  flanderer  to  vent  Kv&M.Ant. 
poifon  ;  he  that  by  a  willing  audience  and  attention  doth 
readily  fuck  it  up,  or  who  greedily  fwalloweth  it  down 
by  credulous  approbation  and  affent ;  he  that  pleafingly 
jrelifheth  and  fmacketh  at  it,  or  exprefleth  a  delightful 
complacence  therein ;  as  he  is  a  partner  in  the  fa£):,  fo  he 
h  a  iharer  in  the  guilt*.     There  are  not  only  flanderous 
thtoats,  but  flanderous  ears  alfo  ;  not  only  wicked  inven- 
tions^ which  ingender  and  brood  lies,  but  wicked  aflents, 

*■  Cfartftianis  temporibus  detrahunt,  et  mala,  quae  ilia  civitas  pertulit,  Chrifto 
imputamt.  De  Civ,  Del,  i.  i.  iii.  31.  They  (faith  that  great  fother)  detraa  from 
tbe  Chriftian  times,  and  impute  the  evils,  which  that  city  fuffered,  unto 
dbriil. 

•  David,  Pfiil.  cv.  5.  Whofo  privily  flandrteth  his  neighbour,  him  will  I 
eit  off :  ri«w»  V^Untw,  him  have  I  driven  away,  fay  the  LXX. 

Neque  vero  ilia  jufta  eft  excufatio,  Referentibus  aliis  injuriam  focere  non 
poflam.  Nemo  invito  auditori  libenter  refert.  Sagitta  in  lapidem  nunquam 
figHar ;  inteidum  leiiliens  percntit  dingentem.  Difoat  detra&or,  dum  te  videt 
non  Ubenter  audiie,  non  facile  detrahere.  Hler,  ad  Nepct,  Ep.  ii. 

c  04 
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SERM.  which  hatcband  fofter  them.  Not  only  the  fpitefiil  mother 
XVII.    which  conceiveth  fuch  fpurious  brats,  but  the  midwife 

"^"""""^  that  helpeth  to  bring  them  forth,  the  nurfe  that  feedeth 
them,  the  guardian  that  traineth  them  up  to  maturityt 
and  fetteth  them  forth  to  live  in  the  world ;  as  they  do 
really  contribute  to  their  fubfiftence,  fo  defervcdly  they 
partake  in  the  blame  due  to  them,  and  muft  be  refponfible 
for  the  mifchief  they  do.  For  indeed  were  it  not  for  fuch 
free  entertainers,  fuch  nourifliers,  fuch  encouragers  of 
them,  flanders  commonly  would  die  in  the  womb^  or 
prove  fiill-bom,  or  prefently  entering  into  the  cold  air 
would  expire,  or  for  want  of  nouriibment  foon  would 
ftarve.  It  is  fuch  friends  and  patrons  of  them  who  are 
the  caufes  that  they  are  fo  rife ;  they  it  is  who  fet  ill- 
natured,  bafe,  and  defigning  people  upon  devifing,  fearch- 
ing  after,  and  picking  up  malicious  and  idle  (lories.  Were 
it  not  for  fuch  cudomers,  the  trade  of  calumniating  would 
fall^.  Many  purfue  it  merely  out  of  fervility  and  flattery, 
to  tickle  the  ears,  to  footh  the  humour,  to  graUfy  the  ma- 
lignant difpofition  or  ill-will  of  others;  who  upon  the 
lead  difcouragement  would  give  over  the  praSice.  •  If 
therefore  we  would  exempt  ourfelves  from  all  guilt  of 
(lander,  we  muft  not  only  abftain  from  venting  it,  but 
forbear  to  7  regard  or  countenance  it :  for  He  is  ((kith  the 

Piov.  x\ii.  Wife  Man)  a  wicked  deer,  who  giveih  heed  to  falfe  lips; 
and  a  liar,  who  gii*eth  ear  to  a  naughty  tongue.  Yea,  if 
we  thoroughly  would  be  clear  from  it,  we  muft  (hew  an 
averfation  from  hearing  it,  an  unwiUingnefs  to  believe  it  i 

X  Poiidonius  relateth  of  St.  Auftin,  that  he  had  upon  his  table  written  tfaefe 
two  vcrfcs ; 

Quifquis  amat  diflis  abfcntum  rodere  \-itam, 
Hanc  mcnfam  indignam  noverit  effe  (ibi : 

(He  that  loTcth  by  ill  fpcech  to  gnaw  the  life  of  thofe  who  are  abfent,  let 
him  know  himfelf  unworthy  Jo  fit  at  this  table  ;  or,  that  this  table  is  unfit 
for  him  :'  And  if  any  there  did  ufe  detraction,  he  was  offended,  and  minded 
them  of  thofe  veries,  threatening  alfo  to  leave  the  tabk«  and  withdraw  to  bis 
chamber.  PofiJ.  cap.  aa. 

T  oi  ^^^i^f  MMtkt  ^«-M«,  Thou  (halt  not  receive  (or,  tike  np)  a  fidft 
report,  faith  the  Law,  Exmi.  xxiii.  i. 
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in  indignation  againft  it;  fo  either  ilifling  it  in  the  birth,  S£RM«. 
oflP  condemning  it  to  death  being  uttered  2.    This  is  the    XVII. 
fure  way  to  deftroy  it,  and  to  prevent  its  mifchief.     If  we  " 

would  flop  our  ears,  we  fliould  flop  the  flanderer's  Hedge  thy 
mouth  ;  if  we  would  rejiji  the  calumniator ^  he  would  fly  Sonis**&c 
firmnus:  if  we  would  reprove. him,  we  (hould  repel  him.Ecclus. 
For,  as  ^Ihe  north  wind  driveth  away  rain,fo  (the  Wife  ft^Y^t^*' 
Man  telletli  us)  doth  an  angry  countenance  a  backbiting  ^^*^ 
Umgue. 

Thefeftre  the  chief  and  mod  common  kinds  of  dander; 
aad  there  are  feveral  ways  of  pra6iiiing  them  worthy  our 
^bferving,  that  we  may  avoid  them ;  namely  thefe. 

•  J.  The  mod  notorioufly  heinous  way  is,  forging  and 
iouiaediately  venting  ill  ftories.  As  it  is  faid  of  Doeg,  TAy  pfai.  la.  2* 
ifni^He  devifeih  mifchief  i  and  of  another  like  companion. 

Thou  giveft  thy  mouth  to  evil,  and  thy  tongue  frameth  de-  Pfai.  1. 19. 
cdi  :  and  as  our  Lord  faith  of  the  Devil,  When  heJpeaketh3ohM\u44. 
a  lie,  IX  rav  l^ltov  XmAci,  he  fpeaketh  of  his  own;  for  he  is  a^^J^  "**** 
liitTf  and  the  father  of  it.    This  palpably  is  the  fupreme 
pitch  of  calumny,  uncapable  of  any  qualification  or  ex-« 
^nfe :  hell  cannot  go  beyond  this ;  the  curfed  fiend  him- 
felf  cannot  worfe  employ  his  wit,  than  in  minting  wrong- 
fill  falfehoods. 

d«.  Another  way  is,  receiving  from  others,  and  venting 
(uch  ftories,  which  they  who  do  it  certainly  know,  or  may 
leafonably  prefume,  to  be  falfe ;  the  becoming  huckfters 
of  counterfeit  wares,  or  factors  in  this  vile  trade.  There 
it  DO  falfe  coiner,  who  hath  not  fome  complices  and  emif- 
laries  ready  to  take  from  his  hand,  and  put  off  his  money : 
aad  fuch  flanderers  at  fecond  hand  .are  fcarce  lefs  guilty 
than  the  firft  authors.  He  that  breweth  lies  may  have 
more  wit  and  (kill ;  but  the  broacher  (heweth  the  lik« 
malice  and  wickednefs.     In  this  there  is  no  great  diffe- 

*  *  Beatns  eft,  qui  ita  fe  contra  hoc  vitium  armavit,  ut  apud  eum  detrahere 
nemo  audeat  Hier,  ad  Ceiantiam, 

*  Prov.  XXV.  23.  ^'Ay  (HM^vftf  tt  xtutny^^ot  on  TMif  ^MCAkXofciim/v  fuiXXat  n/uTf 

%m^A0tfTtu  ri  JifuifVfifut,  xtii  l^tutir^rreu  fttrei  rttura  xai  n/ias  etirif,  is  fatrn^as 
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SERM.  rence  between  the  great  Devil,  that  frameth  fcandalous 
XVII.    reports^  and  the  little  imps^  that  run  about  and  difperfe 
'""'""'"""'  them. 

3.  Another  way  is,  when  one  without  competent  ex- 
amination, due  weighing,  and  juft  reafon^  doth  admit 
and  fpread  tales  prejudicial  to  his  neighbour's  welfare; 
relying  for  his  warrant  (as  to  the  truth  of  them)  upon 
Ti  Wi^  any  flight  or  flender  authority.    This  is  a  very  commoQ 
^y«!r&c.  ^^^  current  praAice :  men  prefume  it  lawful  enough  to 
Chrff.jn     fay  over  whatever  they  hear;  to  report  any  thing,  if  they 
AUf  rv^jMUcan  quote  an  author  for  it.    It  is  not,  (ay  they,  my  in- 
^*  Irw  tr  v®"^*on  ;  I  tell  it  as  I  heard  it :  J,t  fides  penes  auihorem  ; 
ixmrrm/tm-  let  him  that  informed  me  undergo  the  blame,  if  it  prdve 
7kr*'l^u'  f*lf®'    S^  ^®  *^^y  conceive  themfelves  excufable  for  being 
Uwtf»invu$,  the  inftruments  of  injurious  difgrace  and  damage  to  their 
neighbours.  But  they  greatly  miftake  therein  ;  fdr  as  this 
pra£tice  commonly  doth  arife  from  the  fame  wicked  prin* 
ciples,  at  lead  in  fome  degree,  and  produceth  altogether 
the  like  mifchievous  efTefts,  as  the  wilful  deviling  and 
conveying  flander :  fo  it  no  lefs  thwarteth  the  rule*  of 
duty,  and  laws  of  equity;  God  hath  prohibited  it^  and 
Lcvit.  XIX.  reafon  doth  condemn  it.     Thoujhalt  not  (faith  God  in  the 
*^'  Law)  go  up  and  down  as  a  tale-hearer  among  thy  people  ; 

Prov.xviii.  as  a  talc-bcarer,  (as  Rachily  that  is,)  as  a  merchant  or 
'•  **^'' ^^*  trader  in  ill  reports  and  ftories  concerning  our  neighbour, 
to  his  prejudice.  Not  only  the  framing  them,  but  the 
dealing  in  them  beyond  reafon  or  neceility,  is  interdi£ted. 
And  it  is  part  of  a  good  man's  character  in  the  fifteenth 
Pfal.  XV.  3.  Pfalm,  Non  accipit  opprobriuniy  He  taketh  not  up  a  reproach 
againji  his  neighbour  ;  that  is,  he  doth  not  eafily  entertain 
it,  much  lefs  doth  he  effe£tually  propagate  it :  and  in  our 
text.  Hey  it  is  faid,  that  uttereth  Jlandei'  (not  only  he  that 
conceiveth  it)  is  afooL 

And  in  reafon,  before  exaft  trial  and  cognizance,  to 
meddle  with  the  fame  and  intereft  of  another,  is  evidently 
a  pra6tice  full  of  iniquity,  fuch  as  no  man  can  allow  in  hid 
own  cafe,  or  brook  being  ufed  toward  himfelf,  without 
judging  himfelf  to  be  extremely  abufed  by  fuch  reporters. 
In  all  reafon  and  equity,  (yea  in  all  difcretion,)  before  we 
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yield  ci«dence  to  any  report  concerning  our  neighbour,  or  SERM. 

adventure  to  relate  it,  roany  things  are  carefully  to  be   XVH. 

ipcijgbed  and  fcanned.    We  (bould  concerning  our  author 

confider  whether  he  be  not  a  particular  enemy,  or  difaf- 

ieAed  to  him  ;  whether  he  be  not  ill-humoured,  or  a  de- 

%hter  in  telling  bad  ftories ;  whether  he  be  not  di^oneft, 

or  u^nregardful  of  juilice  in  his  dealings  and  difcourfe ; 

whether  he  be  not  vain,  or  carelefs  of  what  he  faith; 

wiiether  he  be  not  light  and  credulous,  or  apt  to  be  im- 

poled  upon  by  any  fmaU  appearance ;  whether  at  leaft  in 

the  prefent  cafe  he  be  not  negligent,  or  too  forward  and 

rafb  in  fpeaking.     We  (hould  alfo  concerning  the  matter 

reported  mind,  whether  it  be  poffible  or  probable ;  whether 

fuitable  to  the  difpofition  of  our  neighbour,  to  his  princi* 

pies,  to  the  conftant  tenor  of  his  praSice ;  whether  the 

a£kion  imputed  to  him  be  not  liable  to  mifapprehenfion,  or 

hit  words  to  mifconftru£tion.     All  reafon  and  equity  do, 

I  fay,  cxaft  from  us,  diligently  to  confider  fuch  things, 

before  we  do  either  embrace  ourfelves,  or  tranfmit  unto 

others,  any  ftory  concerning  our  neighbour;  left  unad- 

vifedly  we  do  him  irreparable  wrong  and  mifchief.  Briefly, 

we  fhould  take  his  cafe  for  our  own,  and  confider  whether 

we  ourfelves  (hould  be  content,  that  upon  like  grounds  or 

teftimonies  any  man  fhould  believe  or  report  difgraceful 

things  concerning  us.  If  we  fail  to  do  thus,  we  do  (vainly, 

or  raflily,  or  malicioufly)  confpire  with  the  flanderer  to  the 

wrong  of  our  innocent  neighbour ;  and  that  in  the  Pfalmift 

(by  a  parity  of  reafon)  may  be  transferred  to  us,  TAom  pfal.l.  is.' 

hqfi  confented  unto  the  liar,  and  hajl  partaken  with  the 

author  of  calumny. 

4.  Of  kin  to  this  way  is  the  aflenting  to  popular  ru- 
mours, and  thence  affirming  matters  of  obloquy  to  our 
neighbour.  Every  one  by  experience  knows  how  eafily 
falfe  news  do  rife,  and  how  nimbly  they  fcatter  them- 
felves;  how  often  they  are  raifed  from  nothing,  how 
foon  they  from  fmall  fparks  grow  into  a  great  blaze,  how 
^fily  fix)m  one  thing  they  are  transformed  into  another: 
efpecially  news  of  this  kind,  which  do  fuit  asd  feed  the 
bad  humour  of  the  vulgar.    Tis  obvious  to  any  man  how 
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SERM.  true  that  is  of  T^itus,  how  ^void  of  confideration,  of 

XVII.   judgtnent,  of  equity,  the  bufy  and  talking  part  of  man- 

kind  is.     Whoever  therefore  gives  heed  to  flying  taks, 

and  thrufts  himfelf  into  the  herd  of  thofe  who  spread 

them,  is  either  flrangely  injudicious,  or  very  malignantly 

difpofed.     If  he  want  not  judgment,  he  cannot  but  know* 

that  when  he  complieth  with  popular  fame,  it  is  mere 

'  chance  that  he  doth  not  flander,  or  rather  it  is  odds  Aiat 

be  (hall  do  fo :  he  confequently  fheweth  himfelf  to  be  in* 

different  whether  he  doth  it  or  no,  or  rather  that  he  doth 

incline  to  do  it :  whence,  not  caring  to  be  otherwife^  ot 

loving  to  be  a  flanderer^  he  in  efieA  and  juft  efteem  is 

fuch ;  having  at  leaft  a  flanderous  heart  and  inclination. 

He  that  puts  it  to  the  venture  whether  he  lieth  or  no, 

doth  €0  ipfo  lie  morally,  as  declariifg  no  care  or  love  of 

Ezod.uiii.  truth.     Thou  Jhah  not  (faith  the  Law)  follow  a  multiiude 

^'  to  do  evil :  and  with  like  reafon  we  fbould  not  follow  the 

multitude  in  fpeaking  evil  of  our  neighbour. 

5.  Another  (landerous  courfe  is,  to  build  cenfures  and 
reproaches  upon  flender  conjeAures,  or  uncertain  fuf- 
picions,  (thofe  (mivoion  vovtipexij  evil furmifes,  which  St.  Paul 
iTiin.vi.4.condemneth.)     Of  thefe  occaiion  can  never  be  wanting  to 
^*"*'****them  who  feek  them,  or  are  ready  to  embrace  them  ;  no 
innocence,  no  wifdom  can  any-wife  prevent  them  ;  and  if 
they  may  be  admitted  as  grounds  of  defamation,  no  man's 
Ziba.         good  name  can  be  fecure.  But  he  that  upon  fuch  accounts 
2  Sam.  xvi.  dareth  to  afperfe  hi^  neighbour  is  in  moral  computation 
'  no  lefs  a  flanderer,than  if  he  did  the  like  out  of  pure  in- 
vention, or  without  any  ground  at  all :  for  doubtful  and 
falfe  in  this  cafe  differ  little ;  to  devife,  and  to  divine,  in 
matters  of  this  nature,  do  import  near  the  fame.    He  that 
will  judge  or  fpeak  ill  of  others,  ought  to  be  well  affured 
of  what  he  thinks  or  fays :  he  that  aflerteth  that  which 
he  doth  not  know  to  be  true,  doth  as  well  lie,  as  he  that 

^  Plcbi  non  judicium,  non  Veritas.    Tac,  Ann,  xvi. 
.   Non  eft  confilium  in  vulgo,  non  ratio,  non  difcrimen,  non  diligentift— ex 
opinione  plurima,  ex  veritate  pauca  judicat.    Cic,  pro  Planer, 

Am^  /in  iriViW  ^cXvT^o^cs  Wiv  ofAiXcg,  Phocyl, 

Prov.  xiv.  15.  The  fimplc  bclicvcth  every  word. 
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affirmeth  that  which  he  knoweth  to  be  falfe ;  (for  he  de-  SERM. 
ceiveth  the  hearers,  begetting  in  them  an  opinion  that  he   XVli. 
isafliired  of  what  he  affirms  :)  efpecially  in  dealing  with 
tbe  concernments  of  others,  whofe  right  and  repute  juf- 
tioe^doth  oblige  us  to  beware  of  infringing,  charity  (hould 
difpofe  us  to  regard  and  tender  as  our  own.     It  is  not 
e?ery  poffibility,  every  feeming,  every  faint  (hew  or  glim- 
meriDg  appearance,  which  fufficeth  to  ground  bad  opi- 
nion  or  reproachful  difcourfe  concerning  our  brother: 
the  matter  fbould  be  clear,  notorious,  and  palpable,  before 
we  admit  a  difadvantageous  conceit  into  our  head,  a  dif- 
tafieful  refentment  into  our  heart,  a  harfh  word  into  our 
mouth  about  him.     Men  may  fancy  themfelves  fagacious 
and  fhrewd,  (perfons  of  deep  judgment  and  fine  wit  they 
may  be  taken  for,)  when  they  can  dive  into  others  hearts, 
and  found  their  intentions  ;  when  through  thick  miAs  or 
at  remote  diftances  they  can  defcry  faults  in  them ;  when 
they  colleft  ill  of  them  by  long  trains,  and  fubtle  fetches 
of  difcourfe :  but  in  truth  they  do  thereby  rather  bewray 
in  themfelves  fmall  love  of  truth,  care  of  juftice,  or  fenfe 
of  charity,  together  with  little  wifdom  and  difcretion :  for 
truth  is  only  feen  in  a  clear  light  j  juftice  requireth  ftri£k 
proof :  charity  thinketh  no  evily  and  lelieveth  all  things  1  Cor.  xiii* 
for  the  beft  \  wifdom  is  not  forward  to  pronounce  before  **  ^* 
Ml  evidence.     (He,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  that  anfwereth  apioy.xviii. 
maiter  before  he  heareth  it,  it  is  folly  andjhame  unto  him.)  ^^' 
In  fine,  they  who  proceed  thus,  as  it  is  ufual  that  they 
fpieak  &lfely,  as  it  is  cafual  that  they  ever  fpeak  truly,  as 
they  affed  to  fpeak  ill,  true  or  falfe j  fo  worthily  they  are 
to  hie  reckoned  among  flanderers. 

6*  Another  like  way  of  flandering  is,  impetuous  or  neg- 
ligent fputtering  out  of  words,  without  minding  what 
truth  or  confequence  there  is  in  them,  how  they  may 
touch  or  hurt  our  neighbour.  To  avoid  this  fin,  we  muft 
not  only  be  free  from  intending  mifchief,  but  wary  of 
eflfe£ting  it ;  not  only  careful  of  not  wronging  one  diftinft 
perfon,  but  of  harming  any  promifcuoufly ;  not  only  ab- 
ftinent  from  aiming  direftly,  but  provident  not  to  hit 
cafually  any  perfon  with  obloquy.    For  as  he  that  dif- 
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8ERM.  chargeth  (hot  into  a  crowd,  or  fo  as  not  to  look  about  rc- 
XVII.  garding  who  may  ftand  in  the  way,  is  no  lefs  guilty  of 
doing  mifchief,  and  bound  to  make  fatisfaftion  to  thcin 
he  woundeth,  than  if  he  had  aimed  at  fome  one  perfon: 
fo  if  we  fling  our  bad  words  at  random,  which  may  lij^ 
unluckily,  and  defame  fomebody,  we  become  ilanderen 
"unawares,  and  before  we  think  on  it.  This  praftice  hath 
not  ever  all  the  malice  of  the  worft  flander,  but  it  woikeA 
often  the  effefts  thereof,  and  therefore  doth  incur  its  guilt 
and  its  punifliment ;  efpecially  it  being  commonly  derived 
from  ill  temper,  or  from  bad  habit,  which  we  are  bound 
to  watch  over,  to  curb,  and  to  correft.  The  tongue  is  a 
(harp  and  parlous  weapon;' which  we  are  bound  to  keep 
up  in  the  (heath,  or  never  to  draw  forth  but  advifedly,  and 
upon  juft  occafion;  it  muft  ever  be  wielded  with  caution 
and  care :  to  brandi(h  it  wantonly,  to  lay  about  with  it 
blindly  and  furioufly,  to  fla(h  and  fmite  therewith  any 
that  happeth  to  come  in  our  way,  doth  argue  malice  or 
madnefs. 

7.  It  is  an  ordinary  way  of  proceeding  to  calumniate^ 
for  men,  refledling  upon  fome  bad  difpofition  in  them' 
felves,  (although  refulting  from  their  own  particular  tem- 
per, from  their  bad  principles,  or  from  their  ill  cuftom,) 
to  charge  it  prefently  upon  others ;  prefuming  others  to 
be  like  themfelves  :  like  the  wicked  perfon  in  the  Pfalra, 

pfal.  1.  21.  Thou  thoughteji  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thy- 
Jelf.  This  is  to  (lander  mankind  firft  in  the  grofs ;  then  in 
retail,  as  occaiion  ferveth,  to  afperfe  any  man  :  this  is  the 
way  of  half-witted  Machiavelians,  and  of  defperate  repro- 
bates in  wickednefs,  who,  having  proftituted  their  con- 
fciences  to  vice,  for  their  own  defence  and  folace,  would 
(hrovsrd  <*  themfelves  from  blame  under  the  (helter  of  com- 
mon pravity  and  infirmity ;  accufing  all  men  of  that 
whereof  they  know  themfelves  guilty.  But  furely  there 
can  be  no  greater  iniquity  than  this,  that  one  man  (hould 
undergo  blame  for  the  ill  confcience  of  another. 


*  Rcmcdiuin  poenae  fuse  arbitrantur,  fi  nemo  fit  fanftus,  (i  omnibus  dctrt- 
hatur,  fi  turba  fit  pereuntium,  &c.  Hitr,  md  AftUam^  £p.  xcix. 
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Tfeefe  fcera  to  be  the  chief  kinds  of  (lander,  and  mod  SERM. 
common  ways  of  praftifing  it.  In  which  defcription  the  XVII. 
My  thereof  doth,  I  fuppofe,  fo  clearly  fliine,  that  no  man 
can  look  thereon  without  loathing  and  defpifing  it,  as  not 
only  a  very  ugly,  but  a  moft  foolifli  praftice.  No  man 
farely  can  be  wife,  who  will  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  defiled 
therewith.  But  to  render  its  folly  more  apparent,  we 
(hall  difplay  it ;  declaring  it  to  be  extremely  foolifh  upon 
feveral  accounts.  But  the  doing  this,  in  regard  to  your 
patience,  we  fhall  forbear  at  prefent. 


SERMON  XVIIL 


THE  FOLLY  OF  SLANDER. 


PROV.  X.  l8. 

He  that  utterethjlander  is  afooL 

8ERM.  1  HAVE  formerly  in  this  place,  difcourfing  upon  thit 
XVin.  text,  explained  the  nature  of  the  fin  here  condemned^  with 
its  feveral  kinds  and  ways  of  pradifing. 

n.  I  (hall  now  proceed  to  declare  the  folly  of  it ;  and 
to  make  good  by  divers  reafons  the  aflertion  of  the  Wife 
Man,  that  He  who  utterethjlander  is  a  fool. 
I.  Slandering  is  foolifb,  as  finful  and  wicked. 
All  fin  is  foolifh  upon  many  accounts ;  as  proceeding 
from  ignorance,  error,  inconfideratenefs,  vanity;  as  im- 
plying weak  judgment  and  irrational  choice  ;  as  thwart- 
ing the  dictates  of  reafon  and  bed  rules  of  wifdom ;  as 
producing  very  mifchievous  efiefts  to  ourfelves,  bereaving 
us  of  the  chief  goods,  and  expofing  us  to  the  worft  evils. 
What  can  be  more  egregioufly  abfurd,  than  to  diflent  in 
our  opinion  and  difcord  in  our  choice  from  infinite  wif- 
dom ;  to  provoke  by  our  a£tions  fovereign  jufiice  and  im- 
mutable feverity ;  to  oppofe  almighty  power,  and  ofiend 
immenfe  goodnefs ;  to  render  ourfelves  unlike,  and  con- 
trary in  our  doings,  our  difpofition,  our  date,  to  abfolute 
perfeftion  and  felicity?  What  can  be  more  defperately 
wild,  than  to  difoblige  our  bed  friend,  to  forfeit  his  love 
and  favour,  to  render  him  our  enemy,  ^ho  is  our  Lord 
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a«i<mr  Judge^  upon  whofe  mere  will  and  difpofal  all  dur  SERM. 

fubfiftence,  all  our  welfare  does  abfolutely  depend  ?  What  XVIII. 
greater  madnefs  can  be  conceived,  than  to  deprive  our 
minds  of  all  true  content  here,  and  to  feparate  our  fouls 
from  eternal  blifs  hereafter ;  to  gall  our  confciences  now 
with  fore  remorfe,  and  to  engage  ourfelves  for  ever  in 
remedilefs  miferies  ?  Such  folly  doth  all  fin  include : 
virhence  in  Scripture  ftyle  worthily  goodnefs  and  wifdom 
are  terms  equivalent ;  fin  and  folly  do  fignify  the  fame 
thing. 

If  thence  this  praAice  be   proved  extremely  finful,  it 
ynSl  thence  fufficiently  be  demonftrated  no  lefs  foolifli. 
And  that  it  is  extremely  finful,  may  eafily  be  (hewed.     It 
18  the  chara6ler  of  the  fuperlatively  wicked  man;  TAowPf.  1.19,20. 
giveft  thy  mouth  to  evil,  and  thy  tongue  frameth  deceit : 
thou^tteft  andfpeakeft  againft  thy  hr other  ;  thou  Jlanderejl 
ihme  own  mothers  fon.     It  is  indeed  plainly  the  blackeft 
4ad  mod  hellifh  fin  that  can  be ;  that  which  giveth  the 
grand  fiend  his  names,  and  mod  exprefleth  his  nature. 
He  is  6  AiaSoXo^,  the  Jlanderer ;  fatan,  the  fpiteful  ad- 
verfary ;  the  oldfnake,  or  dragon,  hifling  out  lies,  and 
(pitting  forth  venom  of  calumnious  accufation;  the  ac-Apoc.zii. 
cufer  of  the  brethren,  a    murderous,  envious,  malicious  ^*^*    ... 
calumniator ;  t/ie  father  of  lies  ;   the  grand  defamer  of  *    * 

God  to  man,  of  man  to  God,  of  one  man  to  another* 
And  highly  wicked  furely  mud  that  pra<Siice  be,  whereby 
we  grow  namefakes  to  him,  confpire  in  proceeding  with 
kim^  refemble  his  difpofition  and  nature.  It  is  a  compli- 
QatioDy  a  comprifal,  a  collection  and  fum  of  all  wicked- 
ne&  J  oppofite  to  all  the  principal  virtues,  (to  veracity  and 
finoerity^  to  charity  and  jufiice,)  tranfgreflSng  all  the  great 
comDiaii4ntient8,  violating  immediately  and  dire£Uy  all 
tb^  duties  concerning  our  neighbour. 

:  .To  lie  fimply  is  a  great  fault,  being  a  deviation  fromEph.iv.35. 
tb«t  good  nje  which  prefcribeth  truth  in  all  our  words  ;  pj^^^L  5*. 
ten^fiiog  us  unlike  and  difagreeable  to  God,  who  is  the^"'- 10. 
Q^of  truth;  (who  loveth  truth,  and  pra6Ufeth  it  in  alli"xrx;l4[ 
\m  doings^  who  abominateth  all  falfehood ;)  including  a^^^^'^.v 
imcherous  breach  of  faith  toward  mankind  ;  (we  being  32.  vi.  17. 
VOL.  I.  D  d 
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iSERM.  8U9  in  order  to  the  maintenance  of  focssty,  by  an  impMot 
XVni.  compad^  obliged  by  fpeech  to  declare  our  mind^  to  infbrai 
truly,  and  not  to  impofe  upon  our  neighbour;)  argttsojg ■ 
pufiUanimous  timoroufnefi  and  impotency  of  mind^  a  dit 
truft  in  God's  help,  and  diffidence  in  all  good  meanilb 
compafs  our  defigns ;  begetting  deception  and  error,  a 
foul  and  ill-&voured  brood :  lying,  I  fay,  is  upon  {vA 
accounts  a  finfiil  and  blameable  thing :  and  of  all  Sea 
thofe  certainly  are  the  worft,  which  proceed  from  mafioe^ 
or  from  vanity,  or  from  both,  and  which  work  milMdef; 
fuch  as  {landers  are. 

Again,  to  bear  any  hatred  or  ill-will,  to  ezerdfe  W- 
mity  toward  any  man,  to  deiign  or  procure  any  mifchirf 
to  our  neighbour,  whom  even  Jews  were  commanded  to 
Levit  ijj^  love  as  themfelvesy  whofe  good,  by  many  laws,  and  upon 
^^'  divers  fcores,  we  are  obliged  to  tender  as  our  own,  is  a 

heinous  fault :  and  of  this  apparently  the  (landerer  is  moft 
guilty  in  the  higheft  degree.    For  evidently  true  it  js 
Ptov.  xxvi.  which  the  Wife  Man  affirmeth,  A  lying  tongue  haiefh 
^'  thofe  that  are  qffli&ed  with  it;  there  is  no  furer  aigunitet 

of  extreme  hatred  ;  nothing  but  the  height  of  ill«*wiU  Can 
fuggeft  this  practice.  The  (landerer  is  an  enemy,  as  dto 
moft  fierce  and  outrageous,  fo  the  moft  bafe  and  unworthy 
that  can  be :  he  fighteth  with  the  moft  perilous  and  moft 
unlawful  weapon,  in  the  moft  furious  and  foul  way  that 
Jam.  in.  8.  Can  be.  His  weapon  is  an  envenomed  arrow^  full  if 
V^\hii'4,^^^y  P^if^9  which  hefhootethfvddenlyy  andfeareth^not; 
a  weapon  which  by  no  force  can  be  refifted,  by  no  art  de- 
clined, whofe  impreffion  is  altogether  inevitable  and  un- 
fuftainable.  It  is  a  moft  iniidious,  moft  treacherouaand 
cowardly  way  of  fighting ;  wherein  manifeftly  the  wealobft 
and  bafeft  fpirits  have  extreme  advantage,  and  may  ^afily 
prevail  againft  the  braveft  and  worthieft:  for  no  man  oi 
honour  or  honefty  can  in  way  of  refiftance  or  reqmtal 
deign  to  ufe  it,  but  muft  infallibly  without  repugnance  be 
borne  down  thereby.  By  it  the  vile  pra&ifer  aohieveth 
the  greateft  mifchief  that  can  be.  His  words  ai^,  aa  the 
Kal.lu.  4.  Pfalmift  faith  of  Doeg,  devouring  words,  (Thau  levefk  tdl 
devouring  words,  0  thou  deceitful  tongues)  andf  A 
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-jfiith  the  Wife  Man^  thai  beareth  falfe  tuitnefs  agam/l  his  .9ERM. 
-neighbour  is  a  maul,  and  ajivord,  and  ajharp  arrow  ;  that  ^^*^^' 
It^  he  is  a  complicated  inftrument  of  all  mifchiefs:   heProT.xzv. 
jmitedi  and  bruileth  like  a  maul,  he  cutteth  and  pierceth^®^ '^|^ 
■likB  Sijivord,  he  thus  doth  hurt  near  at  hand ;  and  at  dif-mandig- 
^nce  he  woundeth  like  ajharp  arrow,  it  is  hard  any  where  ^  ^^  j^ 
^to  evade  him^  or  to  get  out  of  his  reach.    Many,  faith  his  lips 
another  wife  man,  the  imitator  of  Solomon,  have  fallen  bu*rSng* 
I ijr  the  edge  of  the  fword :  hut  not  fo  many  as  have  fallen  fi«. 
.'iy  the  tongue.     Well  is  he  that  is  defended  from  it,  anday.Ecclui. 
'hath  not  pqffed  through  tlie  venom  thereof;  who  hathfiot^J^^'^^* 
4rawn  the  yoke  thereof,  nor  hath  been  bound  in  its  bands. 
^tbr  the  yoke  thereof  is  a  yoke  of  iron,  and  the  bands  thereof 
-are  bands  ofbrafs.     The  death  thereof  is  an  evil  death,  the 
grave  were  better  than  it.  Incurable  are  the  wounds  which 
'the  ilaiiderer  infli£teth,  irreparable  the  damages  which  he 
*caufeth,  indelible  the  marks  which  he  leaveth.  No  balfam  AdvcrCu^ 
wan  heal  the  biting  of  afycophant ;  no  thread  can  ftitch  upT^'^ 
«a  good  name  torn  by  calumnious  defamation ;  no  foap  is  morfum 
^aUe  to  cleanfe  from  the  flains  afperfed  by  a  foul  mouth.  rem^Uum, 
jUiquid  adhcerebit ;  fomewhat  always  of  fufpicion  and  ill 
opinion  will  dick  in  the  minds  of  diofe  who  have  given 
ear  to  flander.   So  extremely  oppolite  is  this  practice  unto 
ithe  queen  of  virtues,  charity.    Its  property  indeed  is,  to 
believe  all  things,  that  is,  all  things  for  the  beft,  and  to  1  Cor.  xiii. 
the  advantage  of  our  neighbour ;  not  fo  much  as  to  fuf-  ^* 
pe£k  any  evil  of  him,  without  unavoidably  manifeft  caufe : 
Jlow  much  more  not  to  devife  any  falfehood  againft  him  ? 
'It  eovereth  all  things,  ftudioufly  conniving  at  real  defe£U,Prov.xvii. 
-sod  concealing  aflured  mifcarriages :  how  much  more  not  ^' 
-divulging  imaginary  or  falfe  fcandals  ?  It  difpofeth  to  feek 
and  further  any  the  lead  good  concerning  him :   how 
•much  more  will  it  hinder  committing  grievous  outrage 
'upon  his  deareft  good  name  ? 

Again,  all  injuftice  is  abominable :  to  do  any  fort  of 
iMrong  is  a  heinous  crime ;  that  crime,  which  of  all  moft 
immediately  tendeth  to  the  diiTolution  of  fociety,  and  dif- 
torbance  of  human  life ;  which  God  therefore  doth  moft 
'loathe,  and  men  have  resibn  efpecially  to  deteft.    And  of 
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SBRM.  this  fhe  (landerer  is  moft  deeply  guilty.    A  witnefs  of  JSi- 

XVIII.  lial  fcomeih  judgment^  and  the  mouth  of  the  wicked  cfo* 

Prov.xix.   *'o«^*'*  iniquity^  faith  the  Wife  Maa.    He  is  indeed,  atf- 

38.  cording  to  juft  efiimation,  guilty  of  all  kinds  whatiever  of 

injury,  breaking  all  the  fecond  table  of  coniDQaiids  ttr 

fpe&ing  our  neighbour.    Moft  formally  and  dire£Uy  he 

heareth  falfe  witnefs  againft  his  neighbour  :  he  doth  coutf 

his  neighbour's  goods ;  for  'tis  conftantly  out  of  fuch  m 

irregular  defire,  for  his  own  prefumed  advantage,  to  di|r 

poiTefs  his  neighbour  of  fome  good,  aiid  transfer  it  on 

himfelf,  that  the  flanderer  uttereth  his  tale:  he  is  ever-B 

thief  and  robber  of  his  good  name,  a  deflowerer  and  defilor 

of  his  reputation,  an  ^  ailaflin  and  murderer  of  his  hor 

nour.    So  doth  he  violate  all  the  rides  of  juftice,  and  pet- 

petrateth  all  forts  of  wrong  againft  his  neighbour. 

He  may  indeed  perhaps  conceive  it  no  great  matter 
that  he  committeth;  becaufe  he  doth  not  ad  in  fo  boiC- 
terous  and  bloody  a  way,  but  only  by  words,  which  am. 
fubtile,  ftim,  and  tranfient  things ;  upon  his  neighbour^ji 
credit  only,  which  is  no  fubfiantial  or  vifible  matter.  H» 
draweth,  thinks  he,  no  blood,  nor  breaketh  any  bones, 
nor  imprefleth  any  remarkable  fear  :  'tis  only  the  foift  air 
he  breaketh  with  his  tongue,  'tis  only  a  flight  charafiier 
that  he  ftampeth  on  the  fancy,  'tis  only  an  imaginary  ftain 
that  he  daubeth  his  neighbour  with :  therefore  he  fup- 
pofeth  no  great  wrong  done,  and  feemeth  to  hunfelf  in- 
nocent, or  very  excufable.  But  thefe  conceits  arife  from 
great  inconfideratenefs,  or  miftake ;  nor  can  they  excufe 
the  flanderer  from  grievous  injuftice.  For  in  dealing  with 
our  neighbour,  and  meddling  with  his  property,  we  are  not 
to  value  things  according  to  our  fancy,  but  according  to 
the  price  fet  on  them  by  the  owner  :  we  muft  not  reckon 
that  a  trifle,  which  he  prizeth  as  a  jewel.  Since  then  all 
men  (efpecially  men  of  honour  and  honefty)  do,  from  a 
neceflary  inftind):  of  nature,  eftimate  their  good  name  be- 
yond any  of  their  goods,  yea  do  commonly  hold  it  more 

c  Dei  Epifcopos  linguae  gladio  jugullilis,  fundentes  fanguinem  non  cor- 
poris, fed  honoris.  Op.  lib.  ii.  Woe  be  to  them  who  juftify  the  wicked  for  re- 
ward, and  tike  away  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  righteous  finxn  hiou  liiu  t.  99. 


: 
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dear  and  precious  than  their  very  lives ;  we,  by  violently  SERM. 
or  fraudulently  bereaving  them  of  it,  do  them  no  left  XVIII. 
Wrong,  than  if  we  (hould  rob  or  cozen  them  of  their  fub-  ' 

ftmce,  yea  than  if  we  (hould  maim  their  body,  or  fpill 
Aeir  blood,  or  even  flop  their  breath.  If  they  as  griev- 
onfly  feel  it,  and  refent  it  as  deeply,  as  they  do  any  other 
outrage,  the  injury  is  really  as  great  to  them.  Even  the 
flanderer's  own  judgment  and  confcience  might  tell  him 
fo  much :  for  they  who  mod  flight  another's  fame,  are 
ufually  very  tender  of  their  own,  and  can  with  no  pa- 
tience endure  that  others  fliould  touch  it :  which  demon- 
firatiss  the  inconfideratenefs  of  their  judgment,  and  the 
iniquity  of  their  praftice.  It  is  an  injuftice  not  to  be  cor- 
re&ed  or  cured.  Thefts  may  be  reftored,  wounds  may  be 
cured ;  but  there  is  no  reftitution  or  cure  of  a  loft  good 
name :  itis  therefore  ah  irreparable  injury. 

Nor  IS  the  thing  itfelf,  in  true  judgment,  contemptible ; 
hut  in  Itfelf  really  very  confiderable.     A  good  name^  feith  Prov.  xxii. 
Solomon  himfelf,  (no  fool,)  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than^^^^^ 
great  riches;   and  loving  favour  rather  than  fiver  andi. 
gold*    In  its  confequences  it  is  much  more  fo  ;  the  chief 
interefts  of  a  man,  the  fuccefs  of  his  affairs,  his  ability  to 
do  good,   (for  himfelf,  his  friends,  his  neighbour,)   his  Prov.  zii.  6. 
ikfbty,  the  beft  comforts  and  conveniences  of  his  life, 
fdmetimes  his  life  itfelf,  depending  thereon :  fo  that  who- 
ever doth  fnatch  or  filch  it  from  him,  doth  not  only  ac- 
cording to  his  opinion,  and  in  moral  value,  but  in  real 
efieA,  commonly  rob,  fometimes  murder,  ever  exceedingly 
wrong  his  neighbour.     It  is  often  the  fole  reward  of  a 
man's  virtue  and  all  the  fruit  of  his  induftry  ;  fo  that  by 
depriving  him  of  that,  he  is  robbed  of  all  his  eftate,  and 
Ibft  ftark  naked  of  all,  excepting  a  good  confcience,  which 
h  beyond  the  reach  of  the  world,  and  which  no  malice  or 
misfortune  can  diveft  him  of.     Full  then  of  iniquity,  full 
of  uncharitablenefs,  full  of  all  wickednefs  is  this  pra£tice ; 
tod  coniequently  full  it  is  of  folly.    No  man,  one  would 
think,  of  any  tolerable  fenfe,  fliould  dare,  or  deign  to  in- 
cur the  guilt  of  a  prafilice  fo  vile  and  bafe,  fo  indeed  dia- 
bolical and  deteftable.    But  farther  more  particularly^ 

Dd3 
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S'ERM.  2.  The  flanderer  is  plainly  a  fool;  bccaufe  he  maketk 
XVIII.  wrong  judgments  and  valuations  of  things,  and  accord- 
ingly  driveth  on  filly  bargains  for  himlelf,  in  refult  wbeitti- 
6f  he  proveth  a  great  lofer.  He  means  by  his  calumnioui^ 
ftories  either  to  vent  fome  paffion  boiling  in  him>  or  to 
compafs  fome  defign  which  he  afle£ts,  or  to  pleafe  fome 
humour  that  he  is  poflefled  with :  but  is  any  of  tbefe 
things  worth  purchafing  at  fo  dear  a  rate  ?  Can  there  bo 
any  valuable  exchange  for  our  honefty?  Is  it  not  more 
advifable  to  fupprefs  our  paffion,  or  to  let  it  evaporate 
otherwife,  than  to  difcharge  it  in  fo  foul  a  way  ?  Is  it  not 
better  to  let  go  a  petty  intereft,  than  to  fiirther  it  by  conn 
mitting  fo  notorious  and  heinous  a  fin ;  to  let  an  ambitious 
proje6t  fink,  than  to  buoy  it  up  by  fuch  bafe  means}  Is 
it  not  wifdom  rather  to  fmother,  or  curb  our  humocBj 
than  by  fatisfying  it  thus  to  forfeit  our  innocence  ?  Can 
any  thing  in  the  world  be  fo  confiderable,  that  for  its  lake 
we  fhould  defile  our  fouls  by  fo  foul  a  pradice^  myaking 
Ihipwreck  of  a  good  confcienbe,  abandoning  honour  and 
hbhefty,  incurring  all  the  guilt  and  all  the  punifliment  due 
to  fo  enormous  a  crime  ?  Is  it  not  far  more  wifdom,  con- 
tentedly to  fee  our  neighbour  to  enjoy  credit  and  fuccels^ 
to  flourifh  and  thrive  in  the  worl^,  than  by  fuch  balh 
courfes  to  fully  his  reputation,  to  rifle  him  of  his  goods^ 
to  fupplant  or  crofs  him  in  his  affairs  ?  We  do  really^ 
when  we  think  thus  to  deprefs  him,  and  to  climb  up  to 
wealth  or  credit  by  the  ruins  of  his  honour,  but  debale 
ourfelves.  Whatever  comes  of  it,  (whether  he  fucceeds^ 
or  is  difappointed  therein,)  afluredly  he  that  ufedi  fuch 
courfes  will  himfelf  be  the  greatefl  lofer  and  deepefl  fu& 
Frov.  xxi.  ferer.  Tis  true  which  the  Wife  Man  faith.  The  getting 
**  oftreafures  ly  a  lying  tongue j  is  a  vanity  tojffed  to  and  fro 

ira.v.18.  of  them  that  feek  death.  And,  IVbe  unto  them,  faith  the 
Prophet,  that  draw  iniquity  with  cords  of  vanity  ;  that  is^ 
who  by  falfehood  endeavour  to  compafs  unjufl  defigns. 

But  it  is  not,  perhaps  he  will  pretend,  for  to  afliii^  a 
private  paffion,  or  to  promote  his  particular  concenunent^ 
that  he  makes  fo  bold  with  his  neighbour,  or  deals  fo 
harfhly  with  him  3  but  for  the  fake  of  orthodox  do^nej 
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|br  advantage  of  the  true  church,  for  the  advancement  of  SERM. 
public  good,  he  judgeth  it  expedient  to  afperfe  him.  This  ^^^^' 
indeed  is  the  covert  of  innumerable  ilanders:  zeal  for 
ibme  opinion,  or  fbrae  party,  beareth  out  men  of  fe£):arian 
and  &£tious  fpirits  in  fuch  pradices ;  they  may  do,  they 
may  fay  any  thing  for  thofe  fine  ends.  What  is  a  little 
truth,  what  is  any  man's  reputation,  in  comparifon  to  the 
carrying  on  fuch  brave  defigns?  But  (to  omit  that  men 
do  ufually  prevaricate  in  thefe  cafes ;  that  it  is  not  com- 
monly for  love  of  truth,  but  of  themfelves,  not  fo  much 
for  the  benefit  of  their  fed,  but  for  their  own  intereftf 
that  they  caluniniate)  thb  plea  will  nowife  juftify  fuch 
pra&ice.  For  truth  and  fincerity,  equity  and  candour, 
meeknefs  and  charity  are  inviolably  to  be  obferved,  not 
Qoly  toward  diflenters  in  opinion,  but  even  toward  de- 
clared enemies  of  truth  itfelf  5  we  are  to  llefs  them,  (that 
]%  to .  fpeak  well  of  them,  and  to  wi(h  well  to  them,)  not 
to  cmfe  them,  (that  is,  not  to  reproach  them,  or  to  wifh 
diem  ill,  much  lefs  to  belie  them.)  Truth  alfo,  as  it  can- 
not ever  need,  fo  doth  it  always  loathe  and  fcprn  the  pa- 
toonage  and  the  fuccour  of  lies ;  it  is  able  to  fupport  and 
proteA  itfelf  by  fair  means ;  it  will  not  be  killed  upon  a 
^f^nce  of  faving  it,  or  thrive  by  its  own  ruin.  Nor  in- 
^Md  can  any  party  be  fo  much  flrengthened  and  under- 
propt,  as  it  will  be  weakened  and  undermined,  by  fuch 
cpwies :  no  caufe  caq  (land  firm  upon  a  bottom  fo  loofe 
4iid  iUppery,  as  falijbhood  is  :  all  the  good  a  flanderer  can 
4o  ji3  to  difparage  what  he  would  maintain.  In  truth,  no 
h^frfj  can  be  wprfe  than  that  would  be,  which  (hould 
4ltpw  to  play  the  devil  in  any  cafe.  He  that  can  difpenfe 
^t^  himfelf  tfi  fland^F  a  Jew  or  a  Turk,  doth  in  fo  doing 
imider  himfelf  worfe  than  either  of  them  by  profeffioa 
ayre ;  for  even  they,  and  even  Pagans  themfelves,  difallow 
j^'  prfU^ice  of  inhumanity  and  iniquity.  All  men  by 
light  pf  nature  avow  truth  to  be  honourable,  and  faith  to 
1)0  indifpeniab^y  pbfery^.  He  doth  not  underiiand  what 
it  i4  to  be  ChrifUatn,  or  careth  not  to  pra.£Ufe  according 
tfaejetp,  w:ho  can  find  in  his  heart,  in  any  cafe,  upon  any 
pcetfiiPf^j  to  calunmiate.    In  fine^  tp  profiitute  pur  con? 

Dd4 
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SERM.  fcience,  or  facrifice  our  honefly,  for  any  caufe,  to  any  iin^ 
XVIII.   tereft  whatever,  can  never  be  warrantable  or  wife.     Far- 
'  ther, 

3.  The  flanderer  is  a  fool,  becaufe  he  ufeth  improper 
means  and  prepofterous  methods  of  effefting  his  purpofeir^' 
As  there  is  no  defign  worth  the  carrying  on  by  ways  of 
ialfehood  and  iniquity ;  fo  is  there  fcarce  any  (no  good 
or  lawful  one  at  leaft)  which  may  not  more  furely^  more 
fafely,  more  cleverly  be  achieved  by  means  of  truth  and 
juftice.  Is  not  always  the  ftraight  way  more  ihort  than  the 
oblique  and  crooked  ?  Is  not  the  plain  way  more  eafy 
than  the  rough  and  cragged  ?  Is  not  the  £dr  way  more 
pleafant  and  paffable  than  the  foul?  Is  it  not  better  toi 
walk  in  paths  that  are  open  and  allowed,  than  in  thofe 
that  are  fhut  up  and  prohibited  ?  than  to  clamber  over 
walls,  to  break  through  fences,  to  trefpafs  upon  in-- 
Prov.  X.  9.  clofures  ?  Surely  yes :  He  that  walketh  uprightly  walheth 
furely.  Ufing  ftrifil  veracity  and  integrity,  candour  and* 
equity,  is  the  beft  method  of  accomplifhing  good  defigns.- 
Our  own  induftry,  good  ufe  of  the  parts  and  faculties 
God  hath  given  us,  embracing  fair  opportunities,  God's 
bleffing  and  providence,  are  fufficient  means  to  rely  upon 
for  procuring,  in  an  honeft  way,  whatever  is  convenient 
for  us.  Thefe  are  ways  approved,  and  amiable  to  all 
men ;  they  procure  the  beft  friends,  and  feweft  enemies ; 
they  afford  to  the  praftifer  a  cheerful  courage,  and  good. 
hope ;  they  meet  with  lefs  difappointment,  and  have  no 
regret  or  fhame  attending  them.  He  that  hath  recourfe. 
Ifa.  xxviii.  to  the  Other  bafe  means,  and  maketh  lies  his  refuge^  as  he 
Jer.xxviii.  rcnounceth  all  juft  and  honeft  means,  as  he  difclaimeth 
15.  all  hope  in  God's  affiftance,  and  foffeiteth  all  pretence  to 

his  blefling ;  fo  he  cannot  reafonably  expeft  good  fuc- 
cefs,  or  be  fatisfied  in  any  undertaking.  The  fupplanting 
way  indeed  feenis  the  moft  curt  and  compendious  way  of 
bringing  about  diihoneft  or  difhonourable  defigns  :  but  as 
a  good  defign  is  certainly  diflionoured  thereby,  fo  is  it  apt 
thence  to  be  defeated;  it  railing  up  enemies  and  obfta- 
cles,  yielding  advantages  to  whoever  is  difpofed  to  crofs 
us.    As  in  trade  it  is  notorious,  that  the  beft  courfe  to 
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thrive  18  by  dealing  fquarely  and  truly ;  any  fraud  or  co-  SEtlM. 
senage  appearing  there  doth  overthrow  a  man's  credit,  ^^^1^* 
and  drive  away  cuftom  from  him  :  fo  in  all  other  tranf- 
aiftions,  as  he  that  dealeth  juftly  and  fairly  will  have  his 
afiairs  proceed  roundly,  and  fhall  find  men  ready  to  com- 
ply with  him  ;  fo  he  that  is  obferved  to  praSife  falfe- 
hood,  will  be  declined  by  fome,  oppofed  by  others,  dif- 
liked  by  all :  no  man  fcarce  willingly  will  have  to  do 
with  him ;  he  is  commonly  forced  to  ftand  out  in  bufi- 
nefs,  as  one  that  plays  foul  play. 

-  4.  Laftly,  The  flanderer  is  a  very  fool,  as  bringing 
9iany  great  inconveniences,  troubles,  and  niifchiefs  on 
himfelf. 

•  Firft,  AfooVs  mouthy  faith  the  Wife  Man,  is  his  rfe- Pror.  xviU. 
firuSiitm,  his  lips  are  thefnare  of  his  foul:  and  if  any  kind][^j||"JJ*• 
of  fpeech  is  deftruftive  and  dangerous,  then  is  this  cer- 
t^nly  mod  of  all ;  for  by  no  means  can  a  man  enflame  fo 
fierce  anger,  imprefs  fo  ftiff  hatred,  raife  fo  deadly  enmity 
againft  himfelf,  and  confequently  fo  endanger  his  fafety, 
eafe,  and  welfare,  as  by  this  pra6lice.  Men  can  more 
Ofily  endure,  and  fooner  will  forgive,  any  fort  of  abufe 
than  this;  they  will  rather  pardon  a  robber  of  their 
goods,  than  a  defamer  of  their  good  name. 

Secondly,  Such  an  one  indeed  is  not  only  odious  to  the 
perfbn  immediately  concerned,  but  generally  to  all  men 
that  obferve  his  praftice,  every  man  prefently  will  be 
fenfible  how  ealily  it  may  be  his  own  cafe,  how  liable  he 
may  be  to  be  thus  abufed,  in  a  way  againft  which  there  is 
no  guard  or  defence.  The  (landerer  therefore  is  appre- 
hended a  common  enemy,  dangerous  to  all  men;  and 
thence  rendereth  all  men  averfe  from  him,  and  ready  to 
crofs  him<*.  Love  and  peace,  tranquillity  and  fecurity 
can  only  be  maintained  by  innocent  and  true  dealing  :  fo 
the  Pfalmift  hath  well  taught  us ;  tf^hat  man  is  he  that  Pf.  mxif. 
deflreth  life,  and  loveth  many  days,  that  he  may  fee  good?^^'  ^^' 

d  ■  ccquid 

Ad  te  poft  paulo  ventura  pericula  fentis  ? 

Hor.  Lib.  i.  Ep.  18. 
•    — -—  fibi  quifque  timet,  quanquam  eft  inta^us  ct  odit.   Idem, 
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9ERM.  Ksep  iky  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips  from  Jpeakin^ 
XVUl.  guile. 

'  Thirdly,  All  wife,  all  noble,  all  ingenuous  and  hopcft 

perfons  have  an  averlation  from  this  prance,  and  cannot 

Firo?.ziu.5.  entertsun  it  with  any  acceptance  or  complacence.  A  rights, 
eous  man  hateth  lyir^y  faith  the  Wife  Man.  It  is  onlji 
ill-natured  and  ill-nurtured,  unworthy  and  naughty  peor , 

Prav.zTii.  pie,  that  are  willing  auditors  or  encouragers  thereof.    A 

'^'  wicked  doer  J  faith  the  Wife  Man  again,  givplh  heed  tofudfe 

lips;  and  a  liar  giveth  ear  to  a  naughty  tofigue.  All  loyq 
of  truth,  and  regard  to  jufiice,  and  fenfe  of  humanity,  all 
generqfity  and  ingenuity,  all  charity  and  good-will  to 
men,  muft  be  extinS:  in  thofe  who  can  with  delight,  of 
indeed  with  patience,  lend  an  ear,  or  give  any  counten^nco 
to  a  (landerer :  and  is  not  he  a  very  fool,  who  dboofeth  til 
diipleafe  the  bed,  only  foothing  the  worft  of  men? 

Fourthly,  The  flanderer  indeed  doth  baniih  him&lf 
^m  all  converfation  and  company,  or,  intruding  into  it} 
l>ecomes  very  difguftfiil  thereto :  for  he  worthily  is  no( 
only  looked  upon  as  an  enemy  to  thofe  whom  he  flandei^ 
eth,  but  to  thofe  alfo  upon  whom  he  obtrudeth  his  ea- 
lumnious  difcourfe.  He  not  only  wrongetfa  the  former 
by  the  injury,  but  he  mocketh  the  latter  by  the  wifehood 
of  his  (lories ;  implicitly  charging  his  hearers  with  weak* 
pefs  and  credulity,  or  with  injuftice  and  pravity. 

Fifthly,  He  alfo  derogateth  wholly  from  his  own  cre- 
dit, in  adl  matters  of  difcourfe.  For  he  that  dareth  thuf 
(o  injure  his  neighbour,  who  can  trull  hini  in  any  thing 
he  fpeaks  ?  What  will  not  he  fay  to  pleaie  his  vile  hur 
inour,  or  further  bis  bafe  intereft?  What  (thinks  any 
man)  will  he  fcruple  or  boggle  at,  who  hath  the  heart  in 
thus  doing  wrong  and  mifcbief  to  imitate  the  DeWl} 
Farther, 

Sixthly,  This  pradice  is  perpetually  haunted  with  pioft 
troublefome  companions,  inward  regret  and  felf-condem?? 
nation,  fear  and  difquiet :  ^  the  confcience  <A  dealing  fo 
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wiwortliily  doth  fmite  and  rack  him ;  he  is  ever  in  dan-  SBRBC' 
ger,  and  thence  in  fear  to  be  difcovered,  and  requited  XVIIL 
for  it»     Of  tbefe  paffions  the  manner  of  his  behaviour  ' 

is  a  manifeft  indication :  for  men  do  feldom  vent  their 
ilanderous  reports  openly  and  loudly^  to  the  fiu^  or 
ID  the  ear  of  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  them;  but  da 
utter  them  in  a  low  voice,  in  dark  comers,  out  of  fight 
snd  liearing,  where  they  conceit  themfelves  at  prefent 
6fe  from  being  called  to  an  account.    Swords,  faith  theP&l.liz.7. 
Plkfanift  of  fuch  perfons,  are  in  their  lips;  JVko^fay  they^ 
ioik  hear  f   And,  Whofo  privily Jlandereth  his  neighbotar^Vial.  d.  »• 
Um  will  I  cut  offi  faith  David  again,  intimating  the  com* 
von  manner  of  this  pradiice.  Calumny  is  like  the  plague,vm.x^  §. 
thai  walketh  in  darknefs.    Hence  appofitely  are  the  prac* 
tifers  thereof  termed  whifperers  and  backbiters:   their 
heart  fnffers  them  not  openly  to  avow,  their  confcience 
Idltt  them  they  cannot  fairly  defend  their  practice.    At 

W^ 

:  Seventhly,  The  confequent  of  this  pra£tice  is  com- 
monly (hameful  difgrace,  with  an  obligation  to  retrad^^ 
and  render  latisfa£lion :  for  feldom  doth  calumny  pafs 
long  without  being  detefted  and  confuted  f.  He  that?tor.x.9* 
walketh  uprightly  walketh  fttrely :  but  he  that  perverteth 
his  ways  Jhall  be  known  .r  and.  The  lip  of  truth  JhaU  be 
^ablffiied  for  ever;  but  a  lying  lip  is  but  for  a  moment^ 
fidth  the  great  obferver  of  things  s.  And  when  the  ilan- 
dcr  is  dilblofed>  the  flanderer  is  obliged  to  excufe,  (that 
]0y  to  palliate  one  lie  with  another,  if  he  can  do  it,)  or 
forced  to  recatit,  with  much  difgrace  and  extreme  dif- 
pkafiiie  to  himfelf :  he  is  alfo  many  times  confirainedf 
With  his  lols  and  pain,  to  repair  the  mifchief  he  hatk 
done^ 

^  VfaJL  buU.  11*  The  mouth  of  them  that  fpeak  lies  (hall  be  fton>ed. 

•  ProT.  xii.  19.  (Prov.  xxvi.  26.)  —Refrain  your  tongue  from  backbit- 
isg;  for  there  is  no  word  fo  fecret  that  (hail  go  for  nought :  and  the  mouth 
tfuit  flaQdeieth^  fl^eth  the  foul.  Wifd.  i.  ii.  . 

Et delator habet quod deditcautium.  Tv^Tm.AiuI^au 
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SfiRM.  Eighthly,  To  this  in  likelihood  the  concernments  of 
^^^^^-  men,  and  the  powers  which  guard  juftice,  will  forcibly 
bring  him  :  and  certainly  his  confcience  will  bind  him 
thereto ;  God  will  indifpenfably  exaft  it  from  him.  He 
can  never  have  any  found  quiet  in  his  mind,  he  can  never 
expeft  pardon  from  Heaven,  without  acknowledging  his 
ikult,  repairing  the  wrong  he  hath  done,  ireftoring  that 
good  name  of  which  he  difpoffefled  his  neighbour :  for  uA 
this  no  lefs  than  in  other  cafes  confcience  cannot  be  (at»- 
fied,  remiffion  will  not  be  granted,  except  due  reftitution 
be  performed  :  and  of  all  reftitutions  this  furely  is  the 
moft  difficult,  moft  laborious,  and  mod  troublefome.  It 
is  nowife  fo  hard  to  reftore  goods  ftolen  or  extorted^  as  to 
Recover  a  good  opinion  loft,  to  wipe  off  afperfions  caft  on 
a  man's  name,  to  cure  a  wounded  reputation :  the  moft 
eameft  and  diligent  endeavour  can  hardly  ever  effed  this, 
or  fpread  the  plafter  fo  far  as  the  fore  hath  reached.  The 
flanderer  therefore  doth  engage  himfelf  into  great  (faraits, 
incurring  an  obligation  to  repair  an  almoft  irreparable 
mifchief. 

Ninthly,  This  praftice  doth  alfo  certainly  revenge  itfelf, 
impofing  on  its  a6lor  a  perfefil  retaliation  ;  a  tooth  for  a 
tooth  ;  an  irrecoverable  infamy  to  himfelf,  for  the  infamy 
he  caufeth  to  others.  Who  will  regard  his  fame,  who 
will  be  concerned  to  excufe  his  faults,  who  fo  outrage- 
oufly  abufeth  the  reputation  of  others  ?  He  fufiereth  juft- 
ly,  he  is  paid  in  his  own  coin,  will  any  man  think,  who 
doth  hear  him  reproached  ^. 

Tenthly,  In  fine,  the  flanderer  (if  he  doth  not  by  &• 
rious  and  fore  repentance  retrad.  his  pra6tice)  doth  banifli 
himfelf  from  heaven  and  happinefs,  doth  expofe  himfelf 

h  He  that  diligently  fcekcth  good,  procureth  favour :  but  he  that  fed[eth 
mifchief,  it  (hall  come  unto  him.  Pror.  xi.  37.  xxvi.  27. 

It  was  the  punifhment  of  flandereis  in  the  Law. — ^Then  (hall  ]re  do  unto 
him  as  he  had  thought  to  have  done  unto  his  brother.  Deut.  zix.  19. 

A  falfe  witnefs  (hall  not  be  UDpuni(hed  ;  and  he  that  telleth  lies  (hall  not 
efcape.  Prov.  xix.  5. 

God  (hall  deftroy  thee  for  ever,  thou  falfe  tongue.  Pfal.  lii.  4,  5. 

Lying  lips  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  but  they  that  deal  tnilj  are 
his  delight.  Prov*  zii.  22. 
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to  endlefs  miferies  and  forrows.    For  if  none  that  viahelh  SERM. 
a  lie  Jhall  enter  into  the  heavenly  city ;  if  without  thofe  XVIII. 
ipanfions  of  joy  and  blifs  every  one  muft  eternally  abide  Rev.xxi.ayi^ 
thaf  Ibvetk  or  maketh  a  lie;  if,  vrSuri  to1$  ^J'^wSio-i,  to  all  /ear? "**•  ^** 
ikeir  portion  is  affigned  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with  fire 
tmd'brim/ione'^',  then  afluredly  the  capital  liar,  the  flan- 
deyfer,  (who  lieth  moft  injurioufly  and  mifchievoufly,)  (hall 
be  far. excluded  from  felicity,  and  thruft  down  into  the 
depth  of  that  miferable  place.     If,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  no 
raifcr,  or  evil- fpeaker,  T^aZZ  inherit  the  kingdom  q/*  God  ;i  Cor. Yi.iqu 
how  far  thence  (hall  they  be  removed,  who  without  any^*  "* 
troth  or  juftice  do  fpeak  ill  of  and  reproach  their  neigh- 
bour ?  If  for  every  apyov  pvifmf  idle,  or  vain,  word  we  muft  Matth,  xli. 
render  a  ftrift  account ;  how  much  more  (hall  we  be  fe-  ®®' 
yerely  reckoned  with  for  this  fort  of  words,  fo  empty  of 
truth  and  void  of  equity  5  words  that  are  not  only  nega- 
tively vain,  or  ufelefs,  but  pofitively  vain,  as  falfe,  and 
ipoken  to  bad  purpofe  ?    If  (lander  perhaps  here  may 
evade  deteftion,  or  fcape  deferved  punifhment ;  yet  infal- 
libly hereafter,  at  the  dreadful  day,  it  (hall  be  difclofed, 
irreverfibly  condemned,  inevitably  perfecuted  with  con- 
dign reward  of  utter  (hame  and  forrow. 

Is  not  he  then,  he  who,  out  of  malignity,  or  vanity, 
to  ferve  any  defign,  or  footh  any  humour  in  himfelf  or 
others,  doth  by  committing  this  fin  involve  himfelf  into 
all  thefe  great  evils,  both  here  and  hereafter,  a  moft  de- 
iperate  and  deplorable  fool  ? 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  nature  of  this  fin,  and  de- 
clared the  folly  thereof,  we  need,  I  fuppofe,  to  fay  no 
more  for  diflfuading  it ;  efpecially  to  perfons  of  a  gene- 
rous and  honeft  mind,  who  cannot  but  fcorn  to  deba(e 
And  defile  themfelves  by  fo  mean  and  vile  a  pra£lice ;  or 
to  thofe  who  ferioufly  do  profefs  Chriftianity,  that  is,  the 
religion  which  peculiarly  above  all  others  prefcribeth  con- 
ftant  truth,  ftrifiteft  juftice,  and  higheft  charity. 

I  (hall  only  add,  that  fince  our  faculty  of  fpeech  (wherein 
we  do  excel  all  other  creatures)  was  given  us,  as  in  the 

t  Rev.  xzi.  8.  It  is  one  of  thofe  things  which  God  efpecialljr  doth  abomi'* 
natc  ProT.  vi.  19.  xii.  22.    A  falfe  wltnetii  (hall  peri(h.  Prov.  zxi.  28. 
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.SSB3I.'firft  place  to  praife  and  ^orify  our  Maker^  To  in  the  noit 
XVin.  to  benefit  and  help  our  neighbour;  as  an  inftrumentof 
mutual  fuccour  and  deled:ation,  of  friendly  commerce  and 
•|>lealant  copverfe  together ;  for  inftruding  and  advifing^ 
comforting  and  obeering  one  another;  it  is  an  unnatural 
•perverting^  and  an  irrational  abufe  thereof^  to  employ  it 
ito  the  damage,  difgrace,  vexation,  or  wrong  in  any  kind 
'«f  our  brother.  Better  indeed  had  we  been  as  brutes 
without  its  ufe,  than  we  are,  if  fo  worfe  than  brutifhly 
we  abufe  it. 

Finally,  All  thefe  things  being  confidered,  we  may,  I 
think,  reafonably  conclude  it  moft  evidently  true,  tbat 
he  which  utterethjlander  is  a  fooU 
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SERMON   XIX. 


AGAINST  DETRACTION. 


Jambs  iv.  ii. 
Speak  not  evil  one  of  another,  brethren. 

One  balf  of  our  religion  confiftetfa  ia  charity  toward  SERIL 
our  neighbour ;  and  of  that  charity  much  the  greater    ^1^ 
part  feemeth  ezercifed  in  fpeech ;  for  as  fpeaking  doth Mi^nmnxmm 
take  up  the  greateft  part  of  our  life,  (our  quick  and  aftive**^*^- 
mind  continually  venting  its  thoughts,  and  difchai-gi^g^. 
its  paffions  thereby ;  all  our  converiation  and  commerce 
puffing  through  it,  having  a  large  influence  upon  all  our 
pn&ioe,)  fo  fpeech  commonly  having  our  ndghbour  and 
Us  concernments  for  its  objeds,  it  is  neceflary,  that  either 
1BM>ft  of  our  charity  will  be  employed  therdn,  or  that  by 
it  we  (hall  moft  offend  againft  that  great  duty,  together 
inth  its  aflbdates,  juftice  and  peace. 
-    And  all  ofiences  of  this  kind  (which  tranlgreft  charity^ 
vinlate  juftice^  or  infringe  peace)  may  perhaps  be  forbid- 
lien  in  this  apoftolical  precept ;  for  the  word  xceraXBtktkf 
«oeording  to  its  ori^nation,  and  according  to  feme  ufe, 
A^th  fignify  all  kind  of  obloquy,  and  fo  may  comprife 
ibfider,  harfli  cenfure,  reviling,  fcofling,  and  the  like  kinds 
-pf  fpeaking  agunft  our  ndghbour ;   but  in  finder  ac- 
VqiCation^  and  according  to  peculiar  ufe,  it  denoteth  that 
particQlar  fort  of  obloquy,  which  is  called  detraSion,  as 
Ui€kHting:  fy  therefore  we  may  b^  allowed  to  underfiand 
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SERM.  it  bere ;  and  accordingly  I  now  mean  to  defcribe  it^  and 
XIX.    to  difliiade  from  its  pra&ice. 

'  There  is  between  this  and  the  other  chief  forts  of  ob- 
loquy (flander,  cenfuring  and  reviling)  much  affinity,  yet 
there  is  fome  difference  5  for  dander  involveth  an  imputa* 
tion  of  falfehood ;  reviling  includeth  bitter  and  foul  lan- 
guage; but  detraction  may  be  couched  in  truth,  and 
clothed  in  fair  language ;  it  is  a  poifon  often  infufed  in 
fweet  liquor,  and  miniftered  in  a  golden  cup.  It  is  of 
nearer  kin  to  cenfuring,  and  accordingly  St.  James  here 
coupleth  it  thereto :  He  that  detraSieth  from  a  brother^ 
and  he  that  cenfureth  his  Irother,  lackliteth  the  law^  and 
cenfureth  the  law:  yet  may  thefe  two  be  diftingui(hed ; 
for  cenfuring  feemeth  to  be  of  more  general  purport,  ex- 
tending indifferently  to  all  kinds  of  perfons,  qualities,  and 
a£tions,  which  it  unduly  taxeth ;  but  detra&ion  efpecially 
refpe£teth  worthy  perfons,  good  qualities,  and  laudable 
adions,  the  reputation  of  which  it  aimeth  to  deftroy,  or 
to  impair. 

This  fort  of  ill  praftice,  fo  rife  in  ufe,  fo  bafe  in  itB 
nature,  fo  mifchievous  in  its  effe&s,  it  ihall  be  my  endea- 
vour to  defcribe,  that  we  may  know  it;  and  to  diffuade, 
that  we  may  fhun  it. 

It  is  the  fault  (oppofite  to  that  part  of  charity  and 
goodnefs,  which  is  called  ingenuity  or  candour)  which, 
out  of  naughty  difpofition  or  defign,  flriveth  to  difgrace 
worthy  perfons,  or  to  difparage  good  actions,  looking  for 
blemUhes  and  defeats  in  them,  ufing  care  and  artifice  tO 
pervert  or  mifreprefent  things  to  that  purpofe. 

An  honeft  and  charitable  mind  difpofeth  us,  when  w6 
fee  any  man  endued  with  good  qualities,  and  purfuing  a. 
tenor  of  good  praftice,  to  efteem  fuch  a  perfon,  to  com- 
mend him,  to  interpret  what  he  doeth  to  the  beft,  not  to 
fufpeA  any  ill  of  him,  or  to  feek  any  exception  againft 
him ;  it  inclineth  us,  when  we  fee  any  action  materially 
good,  to  yield  it  fimply  due  approbation  and  praife,  with- 
out fearching  for,  or  furmifing  any  defeft  in  the  ciaufe  op 
principle,  whence  it  cometh,  in  the  defign  or  end  to  which 
it  tendeth,  in  the  v^y  or  manner  of  performing  it    A 
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86od  mw  ^wonld  be  forry  to  have  any  good  thing  fpoiled ;  SERM. 
as  to  find  a  crack  in  a  fair  building,  a  flaw  in  a  fine  jewel,  ^^^' 
a  canker  in  a  goodly  flower,  is  grievous  to  any  indiflerent 
man ;  fo  would  it  be  difpleafing  to  him  to  obferve  defe6ts 
in  a  worthy  perfon,  or  commendable  a£tion  ;  he  therefore 
will  not  eafily  entertain  a  fufpicion  of  any  fuch,  he  never 
inll  hunt  for  any.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  pro- 
perty of  a  detractor,  when  he  feeth  a  worthy  perfon, 
.whom  he  doth  not  afleft,  or  whom  he  is  concerned  to 
wrong,  to  furvey  him  throughly,  and  to  fift  all  his  ac- 
tions, with  intent  to  defcry  fome  failing,  or  any  fem- 
falance  of  a  fault,  by  which  he  may  difparage  him  ;  when 
lie  vieweth  any  good  aciion,  he  peereth  into  it,  labouring 
to  efpy  fome  pretence  to  derogate  from  the  commenda- 
tion a{q>arently  belonging  to  it.  This  in  general  is  the 
nature  of  this  fault.  But  we  may  get  a  fuller  under- 
flanding  of  it,  by  confidering  more  diftinctly  fome  parti- 
.cnlar  a£b,  wherein  it  is  commonly  exercifed,  or  the  feve- 
ral  paths  in  which  the  detracting  fpirit  treadeth ;  fuch  are 
ttefe  following. 

I.  A  detractor  is  wont  to  reprefent  perfons  and  anions 
under  the  moft  difadvantageous  circumflances  he  can,  fet- 
ting  out  thofe  which  may  caufe  them  to  appear  odious 
or  delpicable,  flipping  over  thofe  which  may  commend  or 
OBCofe  them.  There  is  no  perfon  fo  excellent,  who  is  not 
bj  hb  circumflances  forced  to  omit  fome  things,  which 
•would  become  him  to  do,  if  he  were  able ;  to  perform 
Jbme' things  lamely,  and  otherwife  than  he  would  do,  if 
lie  conld  reach  it ;  no  aclion  fo  worthy,  but  may  ha\'e 
feme  defe&  in  matter,  or  manner,  incapable  of  redrefs ; 
mnd  lie  that  reprefenteth  fuch  ptrfon  or  a£lion,  leaving  n«>^T;«i;c 
<Mit  Aofe  excufing  circumflances,  doth  tend  to  beget  &f^'^^  ^ 
bad  or  mean  opinion  of  them,  robbing  them  of  their  due  ti,  hetpk. 
•value  and  commendation:  thus  to  charge  a  man  of  not 
having  done  a  good  work,  when  he  had  not  the  power  or 
opportmiity  to  perform  it,  or  is  by  crofs  accidents  hin- 
dered from  d(nng  it  according  to  his  defire ;  to  fuggeft 
the  aAion  was  not  done  exa£Uy,  in  the  heft  feafon,  in  the 
fighteft  mode,  in  the  moft  proper  place,  with  expreflions, 
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SBRM.  looks,  or  geftares  moft  convenient,  thefe  are  tricks  t>f  m 
_y^*    detraftor ;  who  when  he  cannot  deny  the  metal  ta  fat 
good,  and  the  ftamp  true,  he  dippetb  it^  and  fo  would 
xejeft  it  from  being  cun^t. 

a.  He  is  wont  to  mifi^ouftrue  ambigaous  words^  or  to 
mifinterpret  doubtful  appearances  of  thmgs :  let  a  man 
fpeak  never  fo  well,  or  ad:  never  fo  fairly,  yet  a  detr^ftmr 
will  lay  his  words  may  bear  this  ill  fenfe,  his  a&ions  niaf 
tend  to  that  bad  purpofe ;  we  may  therefore  ftdpoft  Ui 
meaning,  and  cannot  yield  him  a  fvill  approbation. 

3.  He  is  wont  to  mifname  the  qualities  of  perfoM  «lr  * 
things,  ailigning  bad  appellations  or  epithets  to  gOdd  4k 
indifferent  qualities :  the  names  of  virtue  and  vkst  dk>  ib 
nearly  border  in  fignification,  that  it  Is  eafy  to  tmdsftr 
them  from  one  to  another,  and  to  give  the  beft  ^t^dity  k 
1>ad  name  \  Thus  by  caUing  a  fober  man  four,  a  chi^er- 
ful  man  vain,  a  confcientious  man  morofe,  a  devout  Hiaii 
fdperftitious,  a  free  man  prodigal,  a  frugal  man  fcMdldy^di 
open  man  fimple,  a  referved  man  crafty,  one  that  fl^tfadbtll 
upon  his  honour  and  honefty  proud,  a  kind  man  a^l^ 
tioufly  popular,  a  modeft  man  fullen,  timorous,  or  ftupidf 
is  a  very  eafy  way  to  detraft,  and  no  man  thereby  cdft 
fcape  being  difparaged. 

4.  He  doth  imperfedlly  characterize  perfons,  fo  as  {to* 
dioully  to  veil  or  faintly  to  difclofe  their  virtues  and  good 
qualities,  but  carefully  to  expofe,  and  fully  to  aggravate 
or  amplify  any  defedts  or  failings  in  them.  The  detrador 
will  pretend  to  give  a  character  of  his  neighbour^  but  ill 
fo  doing  he  ftifieth  what  may  commend  him,  and  blaiBOo^ 
eth  what  may  difgrace  him;  like  an  ienvious  painter  he 
hideth,  or  in  duflcy  cdours  fhadoweth,  all  the  giboeM 
parts  and  goodly  features,  but  fetteth  out  all  blemifheB  in 
the  brifkeft  light,  and  moA  open  view.  £v^  fitce  hath 
in  it  fome  mole,  fpot,  or  wrinkle ;  there  is  no  man  thttt 

*  At  nos  virtutes  ipfas  mvertimiiSi  atque 
Sincerum  cupimus  vas  incruftare.  Probus  quis 
Nobifcum  vivit  ?  multum  eft  demiffus  homo.  Illi 
Tardo  cognomen  pm^^uia  damu8.  &c. 

H»r,  Senn.  t.  9. 
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tiftdi  not^  as  they  fpeak,  feme  blind  place,  fome  ble-  SERM. 
i&iAes  In  his  nature  or  temper,  fome  £siults  contrafted  by  XIX. 
edcM^tion  Or  duftom,  fomewhat  amifs  proceeding  froto 
Ignorance,  or  mifapprehenfion  of  things  :  thefe  (although 
they4)e'in  themfelves  fmall  and  inconfiderable,  although 
dmy  are  fome  ci  them  involuntary,  and  thence  inculpa- 
ble, although  they  be  much  correfted  or  reftrained  by 
vfatQOUs  difcipline,  although  they  are  compenfated  by 
•greater  virtues,  yet  thefe)  the  detraftor  fnatcheth,  mould- 
ed!, and  out  of  thefn  framel^  an  idea  of  his  neighbour, 
apt  to  breed  hatred  or  contempt  of  him  in  an  unwary 
^>e^tor  J  wheiieas  were  charity,  were  equity,  were  hu- 
Inamty  to  draw  the  perfon,  it,  reprefenting  his  qualities 
mth  juft  advantage,  would  render  him  lovely  and  vene- 
lable. 

5*  He  is  wont  not  to  commend  or  allow  any  thing 
abfolutely  and  clearly,  but  always  interpofing  fome  ex- 
eqidon,  to  which  he  would  have  it  feem  liable  :  the  man 
bdeied,  faith  he,  doth  feem  to  have  this  or  that  laudable 
quality ;  the  a£tion  hath  a  fair  appearance,  but  then  if  he 
eaa,  he  blurteth  out  fome  fpiteful  objedion ;  if  he  can 
•fiild  nothing  colourable  to  fay  againft  it,  yet  he  will  feem 
-  to  know  and  to  fupprefs  fomewhat  5  but,  faith  he,  I  know 
^mtisX  I  know,  I  know  more  than  I'll  fay  5— fo  (adding 
{MrhapB  a  crafty  nod  or  ihrug,  a  malicious  fneer  or  fmile) 
te  dimks  to  blaft  the  faired  performance  ^. 

'6^  He  is  ready  to  fuggeft  ill  caufes  and  principles,  la- 
Jtentin  the  heart,  of  pra£)ices  apparently  good  j  afcribing 
pii&t  is  well  done  to  bad  difpofition,  or  bad  purpofe :  fo 
40  Tay  of  a  liberal  man,  that  he  is  fo  from  an  ambitioils 
^tempH*)  (Mr  out  of  a  vain-glorious  defign ;  of  a  religious 
man,  that  his  conftant  exercifes  of  devotion  proceed  not 
«frM&  a  confcientious  love  and  fear  of  God,  or  out  of  in- 
•tnitioii  to  pleafe  God  and  work  out  his  falvatibn  3  but 
ffrom  hypocrify,  from  affedtation  to  gain  the  favour  and 

^  KoB  tnades  rqietere^  qui  tacendo  amplius  crimmaris :  et  quia  npn  babes 
^Mxl  ob)ida8>  fimulas  verecundiam ;  ut  ledor  te  piitet  mihi  parcerei  qui 
L  ACC  tu«.aaim«  pepeicifti.  IBer,  in  Btf*  iii.  C. 
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S^ERM.  good  opinion  of  men,  from  defign  to  promote  woxUl)^ 
XIX*  interefts ;  this  is  the  way  of  detraSion.  He  doeth  ly^ll^ 
faith  the  detra6):or,  it  cannot  be  denied;  but  for  wbat 
reafon  doeth  he  fo?  Is  it  not  plainly  his  intereft  to  do  fb} 
Doth  he  not  mean  to  get  applaufe  or  preferment  there- 
by ?  Doth  Job  ferve  God  for  nought?  So  laid  the  fiuher 
^f  detra&ing  fpirits. 

7.  He  derogateth  from  good  a£tions  by  pretending  to 
corre&  them,  or  to  (hew  better  that  might  have  beep 
done  in  their  room  :  it  is,  faith  he,  done  in  fome  reipeft 
well,  or  tolerably ;  but  it  might  have  been  done  bettefy 
with  as  fmall  trouble  and  coft ;  he  was  overfeen  in  chopf- 
ing  this  way,  or  proceeding  in  this  manner.  Thus  did 
Judas  blame  the  good  woman,  who  anointed  our  Lord's 

John  xii.s.feet ;  JVhy^  faid  he,  was  not  this  ointment  foldy  and.gtwm 

to  the  poor  P  So  did  his  covetous  bafenefs  prompt  hioi'to 

detra&  from  that  performance,  of  which  our  Savionr^s 

Matt,  xxvi.goodnefs  did  pronounce,  that  it  was  a  good  worky  which 

10, 13.      fl)Q|j(j  perpetually  through  the  whole  world  pals  for  me^ 

rnoralle. 

8.  A  detraftor  not  regarding  the  general  courfe.  and 
conftant  tenor  of  a  man's  converfation,  which  is  confpi- 
cuoufly  and  clearly  good,  will  attack  fome  part  of  it,  the 
goodnefs  whereof  is  lefs  difcernible,  or  more  fubje&  to 
conteA  and  blame  ;  as  if  in  a  body  admirably  handfooae, 
one  overlooking  that  curious  harmony,  that  delicate  com- 
plexion, thofe  fine  lineaments  and  goodly  features,  wbieh, 
running  through  the  whole,  do  confpire  to  render  it  a 

.  lovely  fpe£lacle,  (hould  pitch  on  an  eye  or  a  nofe  to  carp^ 
at ;  or  as  if  in  a  town,  otherwhere  begirt  with  impregna- 
ble defences,  one  fliould  fearch  for  the  weakeft  place^-  to 
form  a  battery  againft  it. 

9.  In  fine,  the  detraftor  injeAeth  fuggeftioos  of  eveiy 
thing  anywife  plaufible  or  poflSble,  that  can  ferve  to  .di- 
minifh  the  worth  of  a  perfon,  or  value  of  an  aAion,  which 
Jie  would  difcountenance ;  he  pryeth  into  every  nook,  he. 
bolteth  every  circumftance,  he  improveth  every  pretence, 
be  allegeth  any  report  or  rumour,  he  ufeth  all  the  tricks 
Jm^ginable  to  that  end.    Such,  is  the  nature  and  way  of 
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^etraftioii ;  in  enlarging  upon  which  I  am  the  more  fpar-  SERM. 
ing,  becaufe  the  arts  and  methods  of  detraftion  being  in    XIX. 
great  part  common  with  thofe  of  flander  andcenfure,  I 
have  otherwhile  in  treating  upon  thofe  offences  more  fiilly 
declared  them. 

Now  for  difluading  from  itis  praftice,  I  fhall  propound 
to  your  confideration  the  caufes  whence  it  proceedetb, 
the  irregularities  and  pravities  which  it  involveth,  the  ef- 
fefts  which  it  produceth  ;  the  which  will  appear  fo  bafe 
and  ugly,  that  whoever  fhall  confider  them  cannot,  I  fup- 
pofe,  but  loathe  the  daughter  of  fuch  parents,  the  fubjeft 
of  fuch  qualities,  and  the  mother  of  fuch  children. 

I.  The  caufes  of  detra£tion  are, 

1.  Ill  nature,  and  bad  humour :  as  good  nature  and 
Ingenuous  difpolition  incline  men  to  obferve,  like,  and 
commend  what  appeareth  bed  in  our  neighbour ;  fo  ma- 
lignity  of  temper  and  heart  prompteth  to  efpy  and  catch 
at  the  worft :  one,  as  a  bee,  gathereth  honey  out  of  any 
herb;  the  other,  as  a  fpider,  fucketh  poifoh  out  of  the 
fweeteft  flower, 

2.  Pride,  ambition,  and  inordinate  felf-love :  the  de-  ExpedJt  vo- 
tra£tor  would  engrofs  praife,  and  derive  all  glory  to  him-  ^^^yg^ 
felf;  he  would  be  the  chief,  the  only  excellent  perfon ;  bonum, 
therefore  he  would  juftle  another's  worth  out  of  theJJJ^g^^ 
^wAyi  that  it  may  hot  endanger  Aanding  in  competition  probmtio 
widi' his,  or  leffening  it  by  a  partnerfliipj  that  it  maydeiiftoram 
not  outfhine  his  reputation,  or  dim  it  by  the  luftre,^:  ^^'J* 
thereof. 

3.  Envy:  a  detraftor  liketh  not  to  fee  another  thrive, 
and  floiiriih  in  the  good  efteem  of  men,  therefore  he 
w6tild  gladly  blafl:  his  worth  and  virtue ;  his  eye  is  evil 
and  fore,  therefore  would  he  quench,  or  cloud  the  light 
tiiat  dazzleth  it. 

4.  Malicious  revenge  and  fpite:  his  neighbour's  good 
prai^ce  condemneth  his  bad  life ;  his  neighbour's  worth 
difparageth  his  unworthinefs  5  this  he  cohceiveth  highly 
prejudicial  to  him;  hence  in  revenge  he  will  labour  to 
vilify  the  worth  and  good  works  of  his  neighbour. 

Ke3 
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SBRM.     j.  Senfe  of  weaknefii  want  df  courage,  or  defponde&cyf 

^^^y    of  his  own  id)ility:  be  that  m  any  kind  deemeth  hiSH 

61  timxut   felf  able,  or  confidetfa  in  his  own  ftrength  and  indufiry^ 

ttt^rm  ^^^  allow  to  others  the  commendation  befeeming  the^ 

fii/vt^^M,  u  ability ;  for  he  thinking  hiinfelf  in  capacity  to.  def(»:v« 

Tt^h^ip  the  (ame,  and  as  he  would  not  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  mm 

M^'rTMii^    <leferts,  fo  he  taketh  it  for  equitable  that  another  iboukl 

fiJi}Zru.    enjoy  them ;  to  deprive  another  of  them  he  feeth  were 

^/  ^3  ^^  eonfequence  to  prejudice  his  own  capacity  and  hope  i 

'  but  he  that  feeleth  himfelf  defUtute  of  worth,  and  de^Mur* 

eth  to  arrive  to  the  credit  of  others,  is  thence  tempted  to 

difparage  and  defame  fuch  perfbns  :  this  courfe  he  taketh 

as  the  bed  allay  of  his  contemptiblenefs,  the  only  folaoe 

for  his  delefiis  that  he  can  hope  fori  being  ^e,  cannot 

arife  to  another's  pitch,  he  would  bring  down  that  other 

to  his ;  he  cannot  dire£ily  get  any  praife,  therefore  be 

would  indire&ly  find  ezcufe,  by  fiirouding  his  unwodhi^ 

nefs  under  the  Uame  of  others.    Hence  detra&ion  is  a 

fign  of  the  weakeft  and  bafeft  fpirit ;  it  is  an  impotent 

and  grovling  ferpent,  that  lurketh  in  the  hedge,  wattiBg 

opportunity  to  bite  the  heel  of  any  nobler  creature  diat 

paffeth  by. 

Remedlum     6.  Evil  confcience  :  a  man  diat  is  confckms  to  himMf 

arSSantur  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  worth  and  virtue,  of  having  honeft  intenti(»iH 

fi  nemo  fit  of  having  performed  good  deeds,  is  fatisfied  wkh  the 

^^bas    fi^uits  of  inward  comfort  and  outward  approbation,  wUeh 

^J^trabatur,  they  do  yield ;  he  therefore  will  fcom  to  feek  the  better* 

peieunti-    ing  himfelf  by  the  difcredit  of  others  i  he  will  not  by  l# 

uin,fi  mul- jjjggj,  ^  pra6dce  adulterate  that  worth,  in  which  he  fedeth 

titudo  pec-  * 

tandum.  fufHcient  complacencc ;  he  rather  doth  like  that  ethers 
Miam?Ev'^^^^^  cnjoy  their  due  commendation,  as  juftifying  his 
99.  own  claim  thereto]  he  willingly  payeth  it,  becaufe  he 

may  juflly  demand  it ;  and  becaufe  withholding  it  finote 
another  may  prejudice  his  own  right  thereto :  btit  he  that 
is  fenfible  of  no  good  qualities  in  himfelf,  that  is  conlbkHM 
of  no  worthy  a&ions  that  he  hath  done,  to  breed  a  latif* 
faction  of  mind,  or  build  a  reputation  upon,  would  pleafe 
himfelf  in  making  others  as  little  better  than  himfelf  as 
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ke  eiui,  would  ground  a  kind  of  credit  upon  the  ruins  and  SERM. 
rubbifh  of  another's  fame.  When  he  knoweth  he  cannot  ^^* 
ihine  by  his  own  light,  he  would  feem  lefs  obfcure  by 
edipfing.  the  brightnefs  of  others,  and  (hutting  out  the 
dby  from^  about  him ;  conceiving  that  all  things  look 
•like  in  the  d^rk,  and  that  bad  appearetb  not  bad  where 
aa  good  b  near^ 

As  alfo  a  good  man  like^h  worth  and  virtue,  becaufe 
they  vefemble  wh^-t  he  difc.ernet}i  in  himielf  $  fo  evil  men 
bate  them,  becaufe  they  do  npt  find  tbemfelves  mailers  of 
tiiem ;  they  are  like  the  fox,  who  faid  the  grapes  weio 
finir,  becaufe  be  eould  not  reach  them;  and  that  the 
hane  was  dry  meat,  becaufe  he  could  not  catch  her.  A 
detrador  therefore  ia  always  a  bad  man,  and  wanteth 
tibofe  good  qualities  which  he  would  difparage. 

7*  Bad^  felfifh  defign :  detradion  is  a  common  engine^ 
Whereby  naughty  n^en  ftrive  to  compafs  their  ends;  when 
by  fair  means,  by  their  own  wit,  induftry,  courage,  wor* 
tfay  behaviour,  they  c^not  promote  their  interefts,  they 
cannflit  drive  on  their  ambitious  or  covetous  proje<^s,  they 
cannot  attain  that  preferment  or  that  gain  which  they 
tSed,  then  they  betake  tbemfelves  to  this  crooked  and 
fatd  way  of  fupi^tiog,  by  detra6ting  thofe  whom  they 
<mieeit  to  fiand  ip  the  way  of  their  defigns.  It  was  the 
firft  piece  of  wicked  policy  that  ever  was  pra£iifed  in  the 
world;  the  Devi],  by  detrading  from  the  goodnefs  and 
wraaity  of  God^  (mifreprefenting  his  intentions,  and  mif- 
dMftrtUQg  his  cQmmiands,)  drove  to  achieve  his  mif- 
dhiiQivaus  defign  of  feducing  our  forefathers ;  and  in  his 
jaotflepa  bis  ferpeiitine  progeny  (the  race  of  inalicious, 
aavioiiflf  ambitious,  covetous,  and  crafty  politicians)  do 
ftread.  it  is  obferved  to  be  ^  fault  that  ufually  haunteth 
courts  wherein  there  is  competition  for  the  favour  of  a 
pAfiQth  wd  th^  coQfequei^ces  thereof,  (for  dignity,  power, 
wealth,  repute,)  to  get  which  to  tbemfelves  they  ftrive 
to  difpoflefp  or  jprevent  others  by  this  inflrument  of  de- 
jbraftioaf  .  It  is  alfo  rife  among  fcbolars,  that  is,  amon^ 
tPQipetitRni  :^r  wit,  laming,  indu(lry>  and  the  rewarda 

s  04 
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SEHM.  of  them,  reputation  or  preferment.    From  fuch  principled' 
^^^*    and  caufes  ufually  doth  this  praftice  fpring.  ' 

'  II.   It  doth  involve  thefe   kinds  of  irregularity  anci 

pravity.  > 

1.  Injuflice:  a  detraftor  careth  not  how  he  dealetb 
with  his  neighbour,  what  wrong  he  doeth  him.  Juflico 
obligeth  to  render  every  man  his  due ;  honour  to  whom 
honour  is  due,  and  praife  to  him  that  deferveth  praife. 
There  can  be  no  greater  injury  done  a  man,  than  to  fpoil 
his  bed  good^  his  virtue;  than  to  rob  him  of  the  beft  re- 
ward of  his  pains  and  cares,  which  is  a  fair  reputation ; 
(I  fpeak  of  rewards  which  lie  in  the  reach  of  men.)  No 
man-  prizes  any  thing  comparably  to  his  faonefty  and  ho- 
nour ;  who  therefore  by  any  means  blurreth  them^  is  moft 

Prov.  xvii.  injurious.    Wo  unto  them — who  take  the  righteou/hefs  of 

**'  the  righteous  Jrom  him.  Ifa.  v.  23. 

Injurious  indeed  he  is  not  only  to  the  virtuous  perfooj 
but  to  virtue  itfelf ;  for  commendation  is  a  debt  we  owe 
to  it,  wherever  it  is  found ;  which  conduceth  to  its  en- 
couragement and  advancement ;  and  to  wrong  goodnefa 
itfelf  is  the  mod  heinous  injuftice. 

2.  Uncharitablenefs :  it  is  evident  that  the  detrador 
doth  not  love  his  neighbour ;  for  charity  maketh  the  beft 

1  Cor.  xiii.  of  every  thing :  Charity  helteveth  every  things  hopeth  every 
thing  to  the  advantage  of  its  objeft ;  charity  delighteth 
to  fee  the  beloved  to  profper  and  flourifh ;  and  will  there- 
fore contribute  its  endeavour  to  the  procuring  it  to  do 
fo :  the  detraftor  therefore  (who  would  defile  the  bc^ 
and  difplay  the  word  in  his  neighbour)  can  have  no  cha- 
rity ;  he  indeed  manifedeth  the  greated  hatred,  feeing  he 
driveth  to  do  the  greated  mifchief,  to  caufe  the  greateft 
vexation  to  his  neighbour,  in  bereaving  him  of  hia  moft 
precious  and  dear  enjoyments. 

3.  Impiety  :  he  that  loveth  and  reverenceth  God,  will 
acknowledge  and  approve  his  goodnefs,  in  bedowing  ex- 
cellent gifts  and  graces  to  his  brethren ;  when  fuch  ap- 
pear, he  will  be  afraid  to  difavow  or  difgrace-  them,  that 
he  may  not  rob  God  himfelf  of  the  glory  thence  due  to 
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IiU  fevour  and  mercy,  or  through  his  neighbour's  fide  SERM; 
wound  the  divine .  benignity :  he  will  be  ready  to  blefs  XIX. 
ahd;praife  .God  for  all  fuch  emanations  of  his  goodnefs ; 
as  thofe  did  in  the  Gofpel,  who,  beholding  our  Saviour's 
miraculous  works  of  grace^  did  glorify  Gody  who  had  given 
fiush  gifts  unto  men :  but  the  detraftor  careth  not  for 
that ;  he  feareth  not  to  bereave  God  of  the  honour  of 
difpenfing  good  gifts,  that  his  brother  may  not  have  the 
honour  of  receiving  them  ;  he  will  radier  deny  God  to  be 
fpody  than  allow  a  man  to  be  fo  by  his  grace  and  bleflf- 
iog :  fo  is  he  no  lefs  a  detractor  from  God,  than  from  his 
ii6ighbour. 

Hence,  of  all  ofTences,  detraSion  certainly. mud  be  moft 
odious  to  God.  He  is  the  God  of  truth,  and  therefore 
^etefteth  lying,  of  which  detra<ftion  ever,  efpecially  in 
moral  efleem,  hath  a  fpice :  he  is  the  God  of  juftice,  and 
therefore  efpecially  doth  abhor  wronging  the  bed  perfons 
and  a&ions  :  he  is  the  God  of  love,  and  therefore  cannot 
but  loathe  this  capital  violation  of  charity  :  he  is  jealous 
of  his  glory,  and  cannot  therefore  endure  it  to  be  abufed 
by  flurring  his  good  gifts  and  graces ;  he.  cannot  but  hate 
that  ofience,  which  approacheth  to  that  moil  heinous  and 
iBipardonable  fin,  that  confifteth  in  defaming  the  excellent 
works  performed  by  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  afcribing  Matth.  zfi. 
them  to  bad  caufes. 

4.  Detraflion  involveth  degenerous  bafenefs,  meannefs 
of  fpirit,  and  want  of  good  manners.  All  men  affeft  to 
feem  generous,  and  will  fay  they  fcorn  to  be  bafe;  but 
generofity  is  in  nothing  more  feen,  than  in  a  candid  efii- 
matioa  of  other  men's  virtues  and  good  qualities  :  to  this 
generofity  of  nature,  generofity  of  education,,  generofity 
of  .'principles  and  judgment,  do  all  confpiringly  difpofe  ; 
it  is  the  noblefl;  kind  of  courtefy,  to  tender  and  further  the 
reputation  of  others ;  to  be  liberal  in  befiiowing  commenr 
dation  on  deferving  perfons  5  it  obligeth  men  more  than 
any  other  benefit  can  do,  procuring  them  commonly  real 
advantage,  always  cheering  and  fatisfying  their  mind ;  for 
ia.nothing  more  do  they  pleafe  themfehes,  than  ia  reap* 
ing  this  fruit  of  their  good  intention  and  honefi:  indufiry. 
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SSRM.  the  approbation  of  worthy  meni  it  is  therefore  a  moft 
XIX.  gentil^  thing  thus  to  obUge  men.  But,  on  the  other  fide, 
nothing  more  plainly  argueth  a  degenerate  imd  ignoble 
heart,  ill-breeding  and  ill-formed  manners,  a  fonry  mind 
and  poor  judgment,  than  to  difefteem  or  difparage  worth 
and  virtue  in  others :  it  is  the  moft  iavage  rudenefii,  thl 
moft  fordid  illiberality,  the  moft  ugly  clownifhnefe  that 
ean  be;  of  all  men  therefore  it  moft  doth  mifbeoem 
tbofe  who  pretend  to  be  gentlemen. 

5.  In  conlequence  to  theie  things,  detrafiion  indndeth 
folly;  for  every  unjuft,  every  uncharitable,  every  impioqs, 
every  bafe  perfon  is,  as  fuch,  a  fool :  none  of  tb<^  qnat 
lities  are  confiftent  with  wifdom ;  but  the  folly  of  it  wiD 
particularly  appear,  together  with  its  pcavity,  by  the  bad 
and  hurtfid  efie&s  which  it  produceth^.both  in  regard  ta 
others,  and  to  him  that  pra^eth  it ;  fome  of  which  are 
thefe : 

III.  I.  The  pra£bice  thereof  is  a  great  difeouragraient 
and  obftru&ion  to  the  common  pradice  of  goodneft  :  for 
many,  feeing  the  beft  men  thus  difparaged,  and  tho  beft 
anions  vilified,  are  diflieartened  and  deterred  from  pracr 
tifing  virtue,  efpecially  in  a  confpicuous  and  eminent  de^ 
gree.  Why,  will  many  a  man  fay,  (hall  I  be  ftriAly  goodt 
feeing  goodnefs  is  fo  liable  to  be  mifufed,  feeing  thereby 
I  ihall  provoke  the  detra&ing  tongue,  feeing  my  rewitfd 
ihall  be  to  have  a  fevere  inquifition  pafs  upon  me,  to  have 
my  life  defaced,  and  my  name  befpattered  ?  Had  not  I 
better  be  contented  with  a  mediocrity  and  obfimrity  c£ 
goodnefs,  than  by  a  glaring  luftre  thereof  to  draw  the  efr> 
vious  eye,  and  kindle  raging  obloquy  upon  me?  Thus 
men  of  a  weaker  fpirit,  or  a  bafhful  temper  (who  are  not 
fiiff  and  refolute  in  their  way,  who  have  not  the  heart  or 
the  face  to  bear  up  againft  rude  aflaults  of  their -rqnitar 
tion)  will  be  feared  and  daunted  by  detra&ion;  lb  ss  o<nk- 
fequently  to  be  induced. 

Hot.  —— placarc  invidiam  viitutcrclifta. 

And  when  thus  the  credit  of  virtue  is  blafted  in  its  pra&- 
tifers,  many  will  be  diverted  from  it ;  fo  wiU  it  grow  out 
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• 

^t  fequeft>  and  the  world  will  be  Corrupted  by  thefe  SERM. 
agents  of  the  evil  one.  XIX. 

r  It  were  indeed,  upon  this  confideration,  advifebk  and  " 

jttftj  not  to  feem  ever  to  detra£i: ;  even  not  then  when  wo 
iTD  wdl  aflured  that  by  fpeaking  ill  we  {ball  not  really  do 
its  if  we.fhould  difcover  any  man  to  ieem  worthy,  or  to 
be  fo  reputed^  whom  yet  we  difcem,  by  (landing  in  a 
nearer  light,  not  to  be  truly  fuch,  having  had  opportunity 
to  know  his  bad  qualities,  bad  purpofes,  or  bad  deeds  | 
yrt  wifdom  wx>uld  commonly  di£Ute,  and  goodnefi  dif* 
jffA  not  to  mar  his  repute.  If  we  fliould  obferve,  with« 
mi  duiger  of  mifiake,  any  plaufible  a^on  to  be  per* 
ionped  out  of  bad  inclinaticHis,  principles,  or  defigni^; 
yet  ordinarily  in  difctetion  and  honefiy  we  fhould  let  it 
pafs  with  fuch  commendation  as  its  appearance  may  pro* 
eitfe,  rather  than  to  (lur  it  by  venting  our  diiadvantag^ous 
a{^rehenfions  about  it :  for  it  is  no  great  harm  thltt  any 
meo  -fho^d  enjoy  undefefyed  commendation,  or  that  a 
p&mit0rkit  worth  ibould  find  a  diflembled  refpeA ;  it  is 
hat  being  over-juft,  which  if  it  be  ever  a  fault,  can  hardly 
)ie  fo  in  this  cafe,  wherein  we  do  not  expend  any  coft,  or 
foflfer  any  damage :  but  it  may  do  mifchief  to  blemiih  an 
appearance  of  virtue ;  it  may  be  a  wrong  thereto  to  de- 
fiioe  its  very  image ;  the  very  difclofing  hypocrify  doth 
mSi&.R  wound  on  goodnefs,  and  expofeth  it  to  icandal; 
^  biid  men  thence  wiU  be  prone  to  infer,  that  all  virtue 
prdoeededi  from  the  like  bad  principles  :  fo  the  difgrace 
eeft  <m  that  which  is  fpurious  will  redound  to  the  preju- 
£oe  of  that  M^hich  is  moft  genuine:  and  if  it  be  .good 
16  forbear  detradinff  fix>m  that  which  is  certdnly  falfoj 
nttoh  more  is  it  fo  m  regard  to  that  which  is  poffibly 
fraes  ^uid  far  more  ftill  is  it  fo  in  refpe£t  to  that  which  is 
dear  wild  fute. 

•  5{.  Htabe  detraftion  is  very  noxious  and  baneful  to  all 
fodety ;  for  b31  fociety  is  maintained  in  wel&re  by  en- 
couragement oi  honefty  and  induftiry ;  the  which>  when 
dsfpiari^gement  is  caft  upon  them,  will  be  in  danger  to 
togiuib  and  decay :  whence  a  detraAor  is  the  worft 
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SGRM.  member  that  can  be  of  a  fociety ;  he  is  a  very  moth^   ^ 
XIX.     ygry  canker  therein.  .    .  .^ 

3.  Detraftion  worketh  real  damage  and  mifchief  t^ 
our  neighbour;  it  bereaveth  him  of  that  goodly  reputa.-^ 
tion  which  is  the  proper  reward  of  virtue,  and  a  mai^rs 
fupport  to  the  praftice  of  it  5  it  often  really  obftru&etb* 
and  difappointeth  his  undertakings,  e(h*anging  thofe  froDC^ 
him,  or  fetting  them  againft  him,  who  do  creduloufly  en— — 
tertain  it. 

4.  The  detraftdr  abufeth  thofe  into  whofe  ears  he  in— 
ftilleth  his  poifonous  fuggeftions,  engaging  them  to  par^-*"" 
take  in  the  injuries  done  to  worth  and  virtue;  canfin^^ 
them  to  entertain  unjuft  and  uncharitable  conceit8>  tO'~ 
prafilife  unfeemly  and  unworthy  behaviour  toward  good" 
men. 

5.  The  detractor  produceth  great  inconveniences  and 
mifchiefe  to  himfelf. 

He  raifeth  againft  himfelf  fierce  animofity  and  wrath  : 
for  men  that  are  confcious  to  themfelves  of  their  own 
honeft  meaning  and  blamelefs  proceedings,  cannot  endure 
to  be  abufed  by  unjuft  difparagement ;  hence  are  they 
ftirred  to  boil  with  paffion,  and  to  difcharge  revenge  upon 
the  detraftor. 

He  expofeth  himfelf  to  general  hatred ;  all  good  men 
loathe  him  as  a  bafe  and  mifchievous  perfon,  and  a  par- 
ticular enemy  of  theirs,  always  ready  to  wrong  them ; 
every  man  is  apt  to  fay,  he  that  doth  thus  abufe  another 
will  be  ready  to  ferve  me  in  like  manner  if  I  chance  to 
come  in  his  way,  vilifying  the  beft  thing  I  can  do  :  even 
the  worft  men  will  diflike  him  ;  for  even  fuch  afleA  to  do 
fomewhat  laudable  or  plaufible,  and  would  be  glad  to  en- 
joy approbation  for  it ;  and  cannot  therefore  brook  diofe 
who  He  in  wait  to  rob  them  of  the  firuit  of  their  good 
endeavours :  fo  do  all  men  worthily  deteft  and  fhun  the 
detrador,  as  a  common  enemy  to  goodnels  firft,  and  then 
unto  men.     Farther, 

6.  The  detraSor  yieldeth  occafion  to  others,  and  a  kind 
of  right  to  return  the  fame  meafure  upon  him.     If  he 
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^Mlh  in  him  a  (hew  of  any  thing  laudable,  men  will  not  SERM. 
^allow  him  any  commendation  from  it :  for  why,  conceive    XIX> 
'Chey,  fhall  he  receive  that  which  he  will  not  fuffer  others  " 
%o  enjoy  ?    How  can  any  man  admit  him  to  have  any  xeal 
'worth  or  virtue  in  hlmfelf  who  doth  not  like  it  or  treat  it 
-well  in  another  ?  Hence,  if  a  detraSor  hath  any  good  in 
Lim,  he  much  injureth  himfelf,  depriving  himfelf  of  all 
the  refpeft  belonging  thereto. 

-  7.  Again,  the  detraSor,  efteeming  things  according  to 
2Doral  poffibility,  will  afluredly  be  defeated  in  his  aims ; 
lib  detra6lion  in  the  clofe  will  avail  nothing,  but  to  bring 
trouble  and  fhame  upon  himfelf;  for  God  hath  a  particu- 
lar care  over  innocence  and  goodnefs,  fo  as  not  to  let 
them  finally  to  fuffer :  the  good  man's  righteovfnefs  he  will^tiXjoxiiSu 
hring  forth  as  the  light ,  and  his  judgment  as  the  noon  day.  ^* 
Wife  men  eafily  will  difcern  the  foul  play,  and  will  fcorn 
it;  good  men  ever  will  be  ready  to  clear  and  vindicate 
the  truth  ;  worth,  however  clouded  for  a  time,  will  break 
through  all  mifts,  and  glorioufly  expand  itfelf,  to  the  con-* 
fufion  of  its  mod  fly  oppofers. 

Such  are  the  natural  and  obvious  effe(9:s  of  this  prac- 
tice 5  the  confideration  whereof  (together  with  the  caufeg 
producing  it,  and  the  effential  adjundts  which  it  did  in- 
volve) will,  I  fhould  think,  fuflSce  to  deter  us  from  it. 

I  (hall  only  adjoin  one  confideration,  which  our  text 
fuggefieth  :  Speak  not  evil  of  one  another y  brethren,  faith 
the  Apoftle :  brethren;  that  appellation  doth  imply  a  fl:rong 
argument  enforcing  the  precept :  brethren,  with  efpecial 
tendemefs  of  affe(9:ion,  fhould  love  one  another,  and  de- 
light in  each  others  good  5  they  fhould  tender  the  inter^ft 
and  honour  of  each  other  as  their  own ;  they  fhould 
therefore  by  all  means  cherifh  and  countenance  virtue  in 
one  another,  as  that  which  promoteth  the  conunon  wel- 
•fere,  which  adorneth  and  illuftrateth  the  dignity  of  their 
family.  We  fhould  rejoice  in  the  good  qualities  and 
worthy  deeds  of  any  Chriftian,  as  glorifying  our  common  ' 
Father^  as  gracing  our  common  profeffion,  as  edifying 
the  common  body,  whereof  we  are  members.  Members 
we  are  one  of  another,  and  as  fuch  fhould  find  compla- 
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8ER11  eence  in  the  healtb  and  vigour  of  any  part^  from  whenea 
XCL  the  wbcde  doth  reoeiva  benefit  and  comfort ;  for  one  Impo* 
ther  to  reiMne  at  the  welfare^  to  malign  the  prolpmly^  to 
deory  the  merits  to  deftroy  the  reputation  of  another^  is 
^ry  unnatural ;  for  one  Chriftian  anywife  to  wron^  or 
prejudice  another  is  highly  impious. 

To  conclude :  it  is  our  duty,  (which  equity,  which  in^^ 
genuity,  which  charity,  which  piety  do  all  concurrently 
oblige  us  t6t)  whenever  we  do  fee  any  good  perfbn,  or 
worthy  dead,  to  yield  hearty  efteem,  to  pay  due  refpeft, 
gladly  to  congratulate  the  perfon,  and  willingly  to  com- 
mend the  work ;  rendering  withal  thanks  and  praife  for 
them  to  the  donor  of  all  good  gifts  s  unto  whotn,  for  all 
the  good  things  beflowed  upon  us,  and  upon  all  his  crea* 
tures^  be  for  ever  all  glory  and  prjaife.   Amen.. 
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AGAINST  RASH  CENSURING  AND  JUDGING. 


Matth.  vli.  I. 

Judge  not. 

jL  HESE  words^  being  part  of  our  Savionr-s  moft  divine  SERM . 
Sermon  upon  the  Mounts  contain  a  very  fliort  precept^  XX. 
but  of  vaft  ufe  and  confequence ;  the  obfervance  whereof 
would  much  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  worlds  and  to 
the  private  quiet  of  each  man ;  it  interdi£iing  a  pra£tice^ 
which  commdnly  produceth  very  mifchievous  and  troo^ 
biefome-efie£U;  a  pra£Uce  never  rare  among  men^  but 
now  Tery  rife ;  when^  with  the  general  caufes^  which  ever 
£d  and  ever  will  in  feme  meafure  difpofe  men  thereto^ 
ibmefpecial  ones  do  concur^  that  powerfully  incline  to  it* 

There  are  innate  to  men  an  unjuft  pride,  emboldening 
diem  to  take  upon  them  beyond  what  belongeth  to  them^ 
or  doth  become  them;  an  exceffive  felf-love^  prompting 
Ihem  as  to  flatter  themfelves  in  their  own  conceit,  fo  to 
^mdervalue  others,  and  from  vilifying  their  neighbours,  to 
-&ek  conunendation  to  themfelves ;  an  envious  malignity^ 
which  ever  lufteth  to  be  pampered  with  iSnding  or  making 
faults;  many  corrupt  afTeflions,  fpringing  from  flefhly 
tiature,  which  draw  or  drive  men  to  this  pra£tice ;  fo  that 
in  all  ages  it  hath  been  very  common,  and  never  any  pro* 
feffion  hath  been  fo  much  invaded,  as  that  of  the  judge. 

But  divers  peculiar  paufes  have  fuch  an  influence  upon 
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8ERM.  our  age,  as  more  ftrongly  to  fway  men  thereto:  there  19^ 
XX.  a  wonderful  affeftation  to  feem  hugely  wife  and  witty; 
and  how  can  we  feem  fuch  more,  than  in  putting  on  the, 
garb  and  countenance  of  judges;  fcanning  and  paffing 
fentence  upon  all  perfons,  and  all  things  incident  ?  There 
is  an  extreme  nicenefs  and  delicacy  of  conceit,  which 
maketh  us  apt  to  relifh  few  things,  and  to  diftafte  any 
thing ;  there  are  diflfenfions  in  opinion,  and  addi£):edneiii 
to  parties,  which  do  tempt  us,  and  feem  to  authorize  us 
in  condemning  all  that  differ  from  us ;  there  is  a  deep 
corruption  of  mind  and  manners,  which  engageth  men  in 
their  own  defence  to  cenfure  others,  diverting  the  blame 
from  home,  and  flirouding  their  own  under  the  covert  of 
other  men's  faults  * ;  there  are  new  principles  of  morality 
and  policy  become  current  with  great  vogue,  which  allow 
to  do  or  fay  any  thing  fubfervient  to  our  interefts  or  de- 
(igns ;  which  alfo  do  reprefent  all  men  fo  bad,  that,  ad- 
mitting them  true,  nothing  hardly  can  be  faid  ill  of  any 
■man  beyond  truth  and  juftice. 

Hencfe  is  the  world  become  fo  extremely  critical  and 
cenforious,  that  in  many  places  the  chief  employment  oC 
men,  and  the  main  body  of  converfation  is,  if  we  mark  it, 
4:aken  up  in  judging:  ^  every  goffipping  is,  as  it  were,  a 
court  of  juftice ;  every  feat  becometh  a  tribunal ;  at  every 
table  ftandeth  a  bar,  whereto  all  men  are  cited,,  whereat 
every  man,  as  it  happeneth,  is  arraigned  and  fentenced : 
no  fublimity  or  facrednefs  of  dignity,  no  integrity  or  in- 
nocence of  life,  no  prudence  or  circumfpefdon  of  de- 
meanour can  exempt  any  perfon  from  it :  not  one  efcapeth 
being  taxed  under  fome  fcandalous  name,  or  odious  cha- 
rafter,  one  or  other.  Not  only  the  outward  a£Uons  and 
vifible  practices  of  men  are  judged ;  but  their  retired  fen* 
timents  are  brought  under  trial,  their  inward  diipofitions 
have  a  verdi£i;  paft  on  them,  their  final  ftates  are  deter- 

»  Expedit  vobis  neminem  videri  bcnum ;  qua(i  aliena  virtus  expiobntio 
veftronim  dclklorum  fit.  Sm,  aV  fit,  B.  xix. 

^ftm^imt,  mmtrmyi  rtrwirm  Amlm mUftim •irjf.  Cktff  addm.U  vi.  0^»C  4^• 
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Itiined.    Whole  bodies  of  men  are  thus  judged  at  once^  SERlil. 
and  nothing  it  is  in  one  breath  to  damn  whole  churches^     XX. 
it  one  pufli  to  throw  down  whole  nations  into  the  bottom-         ^"""^ 
Ibis  pit.    All  mankind  in  a  lump  is  feverely  cenfured,  as 
told  of  any  real  goodnefs  or  true  virtue ;  fo  fatally  de- 
pra?ed  as  not  to  be  corrigible  by  any  good  difcipline,  not 
1X>'  be  recoverable  even  by  the  grace  of  God :  yea  God 
hurifelf  is  hardly  fpared^  his  providence  coming  under  the 
bold  obloquy  of  thofe,  who,  as  the  Pfalmift  fpeaketh  of 
feme  in  bis  time^  whofe  race  doth  yet  {uiviweyjpeak  loftily,  pm,  ixxiu. 
tmdjei  their  mouth  againfi  the  heavisns.  ®*  ^' 

This  being  too  apparently  the  prefent  flate  of  things^ 
and  obvious  praftice  of  men,  it  were  defirable  that,  in 
order  to  their  being  reclaimed,  men  commonly  did  well 
underfland  the  nature  of  this  practice,  with  the  heinous 
guilt,  and  cfdnfequently  the  deadly  hazard,  they  do  incur 
thereby:  at  this  purpofe  my  difcourfe  fhall  aim,  wherein 
I  fliall  endeavour  both  to  defcribe  the  nature  of  the  prac- 
tice forbidden  in  my  text^  and  to  declare  the  pravity,  ini- 
quity, and  folly  of  it. 

Judge  not.  As  to  the  word  we  toay  obferve^  that  it 
being  in  itfelf  according  to  its  primitive  fenfe  of  a  middle 
and  indifferent  iignification,  is  yet  frequently  in  the  Scrip- 
ture ufed  in  the  word  fenfe;  fo  as  to  import  thofe  a6ks,  or 
thofe  effects  of  judgment,  which  pafs  to  the  difadvantage 
of  the  perfons  fubjefted  thereto ;  for  condemnation,  and 
for  iciflidion  of  plini(hment :  and  this  fenfe  here  furely  the 
word  doth  principally  refpeS,  yet  not  fo  precifely  as  to 
exclude  fomewhat  contained  in  the  larger  fenfe :  we  are 
fo  prohibited  the  condenming  and  punifhing  our  neigh- 
bour in  his  good  name,  that  withal  fome  a£ts  antecedent, 
or  concomitant  to  thofe,  are  glanced  at  in  the  prohibition: 
imdue  application  thereto,  unjuft  proceeding  therein  are 
alfo  fignified  unlawful ;  for  the  meaning  of  the  word  and 
the  reafon  of  the  cafe  may  be  fo  far  extended. 

But  for  the  fuller  and  clearer  underAanding  of  the  mat- 
tery we  muft  obferve,  that  there  are  divers  forts  of  judging, 
or  aAa  refembling  judgment,  which  do  not  belong  to  this 
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S£RM.  precept ;  which  it  is  requifite  to  didinguifh  from  this  judg- 
XX.     ing  prohibited. 

.  I.  That  exercifing  public  judgment^  or  adminifterii^ 
juAice^  is  not  here  prohibited,  I  need  not  to  infift,  that  is 
neceflary;  human  fociety  could  not  fubfift,  right  could 
not  be  maintained,  nor  peace  preferved  without  it ;  God 
thereby  governeth  the  world,  earthly  judges  being  his 
inftrunaents  and  fubftitutes ;  fuch  judgment  is  not  fo  much 
the  aA  of  men,  as  of  God  himfelf,  by  whofe  authority^  ia 
whofe  name^  for  whofe  fervice  it  is  minidered^    As  Mofes 

Beut.  i.  17.  told  the  judges  in  his  time.  You  Jhall  not  be  afraid  of  the 
face  of  man;  for  the  judgment  is  God*s.  And  in  number- 
lefs  places  of  Scripture  this  judgment  is  allowed  and  ao^ 
thorized ;  it  therefore  is  not  touched  here. 

a.  That  trial  and  cenfure,  although  out  of  couf^  and 
without  formal  procefs,  which  any  kind  of  fuperiors  do 
exercife  upon  their  inferiors,  committed  to  their  infpeo^ 
tion  and  care ;  fuch  as  of  parents  over  children,  maflers 
over  fervants,  paftors  over  their  flock,  any  governors  over 
their  charge^  their  admonidons,  reprehenfions^  and  cor* 
redions  are  to  be  excepted  hence,  as  being  in  themfelves 
needful  and  warranted,  yiea  enjoined  by  God. 

3.  Neither  are  fraternal  correption  or  friendly  reproof^ 
proceeding  out  of  charitable  defign,  upon  clear  ground, 
in  fit  feafon,  within  reafonable  compafs,  concerned  iur  this 
prohibition ;  this  being  a  wholefome  practice,  and  ^  duty 

Levit.  xix.  incumbent  on  us :  Thoujkaltf  faith  the  Law,  not  hate  thy 
1  ThefllT.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  heart;  thou  Jhalt  in  any  wife  rebuhe  thy 
>♦•  neighbour f  and  notfufferfn  upon  him. 

4.  All  obferving  and  reflecting  upon  our  neighbour's 
a^ons,  all  framing  an  opinion  about  them,  and  expreffii^ 
our  minds  concerning  them  are  not  forbidden.  For  we 
are  not  bound  perpetually  to  fhut  our  eyes,  or  go  about 
hood-winked;  nor  to  (lop  our  ears  and  make  ourfelves 
deaf:  and  how  can  we  forbear  to  think  according  to^ain 
evidence  ?  how  can  we  refill  the  imprefiions  of  fenfe  upon 
our  minds  ?  how  can  we  conteft  notorious  experience  i 
how  alfo,  barring  fuch  apprehenfigns  of  obvious  and  ap- 
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i»arent  things^  could  we  bear'teftimony  concerning  them?  SERlrf. 
how  could  we  fignify  our  approbation  or  diflike  of  them  ?     ^^' 
how  could  we  for  his  amendment  admonifh  or  reprove 
our  neighbour^  as  in  fome  cafes  we  are  obliged  to  do  ? 

5.  We  are  not  hence  obliged  to  think  fo  well  of  all 
men,  as  without  competent  knowledge  always  to  rely 
upon  their  pretences,  or  to  intruft  our  intereAs  in  their 
hands;  for  common  experience  acquainteth  us  that  we 
may  be  deceived  in  trufting  men,  prudence  biddeth  us  in 
matters  of  importance  not  to  confide  in  uncertainties; 
wherefore  we  fhall  not  be  culpable  for  being  wary  in 
fuch  cafes :  this  indeed  is  not  a  pofitive  judgment,  but 
only  a  waving  to  declare  in  favour,  when  fufficient  ground 
of  doing  fo  doth  not  appear;  it  is  only  a  reafonable  fuf- 
pefljng  the  poffibility  of  roifcarriage  in  fome  perfons,  not  a 
downright  afferting  ill  concerning  any  one  man :  where-* 
fore  to  do  it  as  it  fuiteth  difcretion,  fo  it  doth  not  thwart 
jufiioe  or  charity ;  and  cannot  therefore  be  prohibited 
here. 

6.  We  are  alfo  not  hence  obliged,  in  contradiftion  to 
plain  fenfe,  to  judge  well  of  men  j  accounting  him  for  a 
faint,  or  a  good  man,  whom  we  fee  living  diforderly,  or 
committing  fcandalous  offences,  plainly  rcpugnartt  to  the 
rules  of  piety,  juftice,  or  fobriety. 

In  fine,  there  are  fome  fpecial  cafes  atnd  circiimftances^ 
wherein  good  men  excufably  may  in  fevere  terms  declare 
their  refentment  of  manifeft  wickednefs,-  efpecially  fuch 
as  is  prejudicial  to  God's  honour  and  public  good.  Of 
this  there  are  divers  inftances,  which  yet  hardly  can  be 
reduced  to  common  rules,  or  propofed  for  general  ex- 
ample ;  the  matter  being  ticklifh,  and  men  being  apt  to 
pervert  any  liberty  or  pretence  of  this  kind,  by  indulging 
to  their  own  bad  humours  and  paffions. 

Thcfe  forts  of  allowable  judgments  being  excepted,  it 
18  then  private,  affe£ted,  needlefs,  groundlefs,  rafii,  and 
harih  cenfuring  the  perfons  or  afitions  of  our  brethren ; 
fuch  as  doth  refemble  not  the  afting  of  a  lawful  fuperior, 
of  a  needful  witnefs,  of  a  faithful  friend,  but  of  a  judge 
aAing  without  competent  right,  upon  no  good  grounds^ 

Ff« 
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S£RM.  or  in  undue  manner,  which  is  here  interdid:ed :  the  word 
^^^^judging  doth  well  imply  the  nature  of  this  fault,  the  man** 
ner  of  our  proceeding  therein,  the  grounds  of  its  unlaw- 
fulnefs;  neither  perhaps  can  we  better  underiiaiid  our 
duty  in  this  matter,  than  by  expending  what  are. the 
properties  and  obligations  of  a  judge,  and  companng  our 
pra&ice  thereto ;  for  thence  it  may  plainly  appear  how 
unqualified  we  are  to  bear  this  office,  and  how  unduly  wo 
execute  it. 

I.  No  judge  (hould  intrude  himfelf  into  the  office,  ot 
aflume  a  judicial  power  without  competent  authority  ^ 
that  is,  by  delegation  from  fuperior  powers,  or  by  volun* 
tary  reference  of  the  parties  concerned.    This  condition 
we  fiut  in,  whenever  without  warrant  from  God,  oar  (pe- 
iPet.iv.i5.cial  reafon  exa&ing  it  from  us,  we  do  pry  into,  fcao,and 
1  Thcff.  IV.  ^^^  ^1^^  aftions  of  our  neighbour.    When,  I  fay,  wc  are 
Prov.xxvU.  pragmatically  inquiiitive  into  the  purpofes  and  proceed-* 
1  Tim.  V.   ings  of  our  fuperiors,  of  our  equals,  of  thofe  who  are  not 
*^'  fubjeA  to  our  charge  and  care,  when  we  narrowly  examine 

them,  when  we  peremptorily  blame  them,  then  do  we 
unduly  exalt  ourfelves  above  them,  and  exercife  an  un- 
warrantable jurifdi£iion  over  them.    What  fenfe  doth 
offer,  we  may  receive  in ;  what  judgment  reafon  doth  ex- 
tort, we  may  follow ;  what  teftimony  public  benefit  re-* 
quireth,  we  may  yield ;  what  expreffion  charity  doth  call 
for  toward  our  neighbour's  edification,  we  may  feafotiably 
Quid  in  po-  vent :  but  if  we  proceed  farther  in  this  way,  the  party 
lienam  ir-'  concerned  may  appeal  from  us  as  incompetent  and  un« 
ruis?  quid  lawful  judges  of  his.aflions  or  his  ftate :  we  are  arrosant 

temerarius         ,....  /..  t      i  rr>  ^i. 

Dei  thbu.  and  injurious  m  prelummg  to  exerciie  that  omce.  God  is 
d^}^Opt'  ^^®  mafter  and  judge  of  men,  and  without  authority  from, 
lib.  2.  him,  we  mud  not  prefume  to  judge  his  fervants  and  fub- 
Kom.xiv.4.je6ls :  fo  we  are  taught  by  St.  Paul,  IVhoj  faith  he,  ori 

thou  thatjudge/l  anotlier  man's  fervant  ^  to  his  own  mqfier 

heftaiideth  orfalleth :  and  St.  James  in  like  manner,  upon 
Jam.  iv.  11.  the  fame  ground,  expoftulateth  with  the  cenfurer;  There 

is,  faith  he,  one  Lawgiver,  who  is  able  to  Jave,  or  to  de* 
Jiroy;  who  art  thou  thatjudgeji  another  P  Our  Lord  him- 

felf  for  this  reafon  declined  intermeddling  in  the  afiain  o£ 
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teen ;  fVhoy  faid  he,  made  me  a  judge  or  divider  over  you  ?  SERM. 
And  (hall  we  conftitute  ourfelv^s  in  the  office,  fhall  we     XX. 
feat  ourfelves  on  the  tribunal,  without  any  commiffion  Luke  xii. 
from  God,  or  call  from  men  ?  How  many  judges,  if  this  ^*- 
provifo  were  obferved,  would  have  their  quietus !  how 
many  cenfurers  would  be  voided  hence ! 

'      a.  Ajudgeftiould  be  free  from  all  prejudices,  and  all Levitxiz, 
partial  a(fe6lions;  efpecially  from  thofe  which  are  difad-^*' 
vantageous  to  the  party  in  danger  to  fuffer ;  fuch  as  tempt 
or  incline  to  condemn  him  ;  from  ill-opinion  and  ill-will, 
fiom  anger,  envy,  revengefulnefs,  contempt,  and  the  like : 
for  he  that  is  poflefTed  with  thefe,  is  nowife  qualified  to 
be  a  judge ;  his  eyes  are  blinded,  or  diftorted,  or  infe£ted 
with  bad  tinctures,  fo  that  he  cannot  difcem  what  is  right, 
or  that  he  feeth  things  reprefented  in  the  wrong  place, 
and  under  falfe  colours:  his  mind  is  difcompofed  and 
difturbed,  fo  that  he  cannot  calmly  and  (leadily  appre- 
hend or  confider  the  juft  ftate  of  the  cafe;  his  will  is 
biafled,  and  ftrongly  propendeth  one  way,  fo  that  he  can- 
not proceed  uprightly  in  a  ftraight  and  even  courfe :  being  Jam.  ii.  1. 
not  indifferently  affefted,  but  concerned  on  one  fide,  he  is  JJ*"'  ""*' 
become  a  party,  or  an  adverfary,  and  thence  unfit  to  be  a  1  Tim.  v. 
judge;  he  hath  determined  the  caufe  with  himfelf  before- ^^* 
hatid,  fo  that  no  place  is  left  to  farther  difcuflSon  or  de- 
fence; wherefore  before  fuch  a  judge  the  bed  caufe  will 
fidl,  the  (cleareft  innocence  fhall  not  preferve  from  con- 
demnation.    He  therefore  that  will  undertake  this  office 
muft  firft  diveft  himfelf  of  all  prejudices,  muflfrid  himfelf 
of  all  paffions,  muft  purify  himfelf  from  all  corrupt  incli- 
nations, taking  care  not  to  come  with  a  condemning  mind, 
or  a  luft  to  puniih  the  obnoxious  party;  otherwife  a  juft 
exception  lieth  againft  him,  and  reafonably  his  jurifdiSdon 
may  be  declined. 

If  this  rule  were  put  in  praftice,  there  would  be  little 
eenfuring ;  for  few  come  to  it  with  a  free  and  pure  mind ; 
few  blame  their  neighbours  without  fome  preoccupation 
of  judgment,  or  fome  difaffeftion  toward  them* 

3.  A  judge  ftiould  never  proceed  in  judgment,  without 
ciieftd  examination  of  the  caufe,  fo  as  well  to  underftandl>«nt*  ^*  1^' 
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SBRM.  it.  Even  tbofe,  who  out  of  indifpenfable  duty,  or  by  a 
XX.    juA  power>  may  call  others  to  account^  are  yet  obliged  to 

"""""""""^  be  wary,  and  never  to  pafs  fentence  without  due  cogni- 
zance of  the  caufe ;  otherwife  they  will  judge  blindly  and 
rafhly ;  they  will  either  decide  wrongly,  or  to  truly,  that 
doing  it  mud  be  imputed  not  to  their  virtue,  but  to  their 
fbrtune ;  often  they  will  be  miftaken,  and  it  is  luck  that 
they  are  not  fo  always:  and  what  plainer  iniquity  can 
there  be,  than  that  the  reputation  or  real  intereft  of  any 
man  ihould  be  put  to  the  arbitrement  of  chance;  that  be 
(hould  be  dpfamed,  or  damnified,  not  for  a  certain  fault, 
but  firom  an  unhappy  Ipt  ?  As  things  viewed  at  ^  defiance 
appear  much  different  in  bignefs,  fhape,  and  colour,  from 
what  they  are  in  nature  and  reality ;  fo  if  we  do  not  look 
nearly  and  narrowly,  we  fhall  greatly  mifapprehend  the 
nature,  the  degrees,  the  right  chara£ter9  of  things  and  of 
perfons:  then  be  our  pretence  to  judge  neyer  fo  fejr,  yet 
our  proceeding  is  unjufl;  then  if  we  do  unduly  invade 
the  place,  it  will  be  a  great  aggravation  of  our  mifde- 
meanour:  if  of  our  own  head  and  pleafure  we  willcon- 
ftitute  ourfelves  judges,  yet  at  leafl  we  fliould  aft  the 
judge's  part,  in  patiently  attending  to,  and  heedfully  fift- 
ing  the  caufe:  if  we  have  not  a  flomach  to  hear,  if  we  wil| 
not  aflbrd  the  care  to  mind  what  may  be  alleged  in  fiir 
vour  of  the  party  concerned ;  if  we  cannot,  or  will  not 
fcan  every  point  and  circum fiance  which  may  ferve  to 
acquit  him,  or  to  excufe  and  extenuate  his  guilt,  why  do 
we  undertake  to  be  his  judges  ?  why  do  we  engage  our- 
felves into  the  commifBon  of  fo  palpable  injuflice ;  yea,  of 

rwT,  xYiii.  fo  difgraceful  folly  ?  for.  He  that  anfwereth  a  matter  be- 

***  fore  he  heareth  i7,  it  w,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  a  folly  and 

fkameunto  him.  This  caution  excludeth  rafh  judgment^ 
from  which  if  men  would  abflain,  there  would  be  little 
cenfuring:  for  nothing  is  more  ordinary,  than  for  men 
to  do  like  thofe  of  whom  St.  Jude  faith,  "Ocra  «x  oIWj 

^M»  IV*  |5Xii«-fiJiu.5cr«,  they  rail  at  what  they  knotu  not ;  they  cenfure 
perfons  with  whom  they  are  not  throughly  acquainted, 
Uicy  condemn  a6lions  whereof  they  do  not  clearly  ken 
l)i6  rei^bnsf  they  little  weigh  the  caufes  and  cir9ttm7 
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ftances  which  urge  or  force  men  to  do  things ;  they  (land  SBRM. 
at  great  didance,  and  yet  with  great  affurance  and  pe-     XX. 
remptorinefs  determine  how  things  are,  as  if  they  did  fee 
through  them,  and  knew  them  mod  exa£Uy. 

4.  A  judge  (hould  never  pronounce  final  fentence,  but 
ex  aUegatis  ei  probatis,  upon  good  grounds,  after  certain 
proofs  and  upon  fiill  convi£tIon.  Not  any  (light  conjec- 
ture, or  thin  furmife ;  alny  idle  report,  or  weak  jMretence^ 
is  fufficient  to  ground  a  condemnation  upon;  the  cafe 
ihould  be  irrefragably  clear  and  fure  before  we  determine 
cm  the  worft  fide  ^ :  Judge  nott  faith  our  Lord,  according  /o  Jobnvilsi. 
ihe  appearance^  but  judge  righteous  judgment.  The  Jews^ 
feeing  our  Lord  cure  an  infirm  perfon  upon  the  fabbath 
day,  prefently  upon  that  femblance  condemned  him  of 
violating  the  Law ;  not  confidering  either  the  fenfe  of  the 
Law,  or  the  nature  of  his  performance ;  and  this  he  term- 
eth  unrighteous  judgment.  Every  accufation  (hould  be 
deemed  null,  until,  both  as  to  matter  of  fad,  and  in  point 
of  right,  it  be  firmly  proved  true  ^ ;  it  fu(ficeth  not  to  pre* 
fume  it  may  be  fo ;  to  fay,  it  feemeth  thus,  doth  not 
ibimd  like  the  voice  of  a  judge ;  otherwife  feeing  there 
never  is  wanting  fome  colour  of  accufation,  every  a&ion 
being  liable  to  fome  fufpicion,  or  finifter  con(hrud;ion,  no 
innocence  could  be  fecure,  no  perfon  could  efcape  con- 
demnation ;  the  reputation  and  intereft  of  all  men  living 
would  continually  (land  expofed  to  inevitable  danger.  It 
J8.a  rule  of  equity  and  humanity,  built  upon  plain  reafon, 
that  rather  a  nocent  perfon  (hould  be  permitted  to  efcape, 
than  an  innocent  (hould  be  condrained  to  fufier :  for  the 
impunity  of  the  one  is  but  an  inconvenience,  the  fufiering 
of  the  other  is  wrong;  the  puni(hment  of  the  guilty 
yieldeth  only  a  remote  probable  benefit ;  the  affli£lion  of 
the  blamelefs  involveth  a  near  certain  mifchief :  where- 
fore it  is  more  prudent  and  more  righteous  to  abfolve  a 

Chrjf,  in  Gtn,  Horn.  42. 

k  Quod  probari  non  poteft,  mihi  infefbim  eft.  Bern, 

Be  occultis  cordi3  alieni  temere  judicare  iniquum  eft,  et  cum  cujus  non  vi« 
dounr  opera  oifi  bona,  peccatam  eft  ex  fufpicione  vepi^bendere.  M.  iii.  l«  Ep.  t^ 
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SERM.  man^  of  whofe  guilt  there  are  probable  argaments^  thaa 
XX.  to  condemn  any  man  upon  bare  fufpicions.  And  remark- 
able  it  is  how  God  in  the  Law  did  prefcribe  the  manner 
of  trial  and  judgment,  even  in  the  higheft  .cafe,  and  moft 
nearly  touching  himfelf,  that  of  idolairy;  Ify  faith  the 
Law,  Deut.  xvii.  4.  it  he  told  thee,  and  thou  hq/i  kemd  0^ 
tV,  and  inquired  diligently ^  and  behold  it  he  trucj  amd  ikB 
thing  certain,  that  fuch  an  abomination  is  wrought  in  Jf^ 
rael;  thenjhalt  thou  bring  forth  that  man,  or  thai  womaH, 
and  Jhalt  Jione  them.  See  what  great  caution  is  pre- 
fcribed,  what  pregnant  evidence  is  required  in  fuch  cales; 
it  is  not  enoug^h  that  it  be  reported,  or  come  to  oar  ear; 
diligent  inquiry  muft  be  made,  it  muft  be  found  tme^  it 
muft  appear  certain,  before  we  may  proceed  to  condemn, 
or  execute ;  it  is  indeed  not  fair  judgment,  but  mere  ca- 
lumny, to  condemn  a  man  before  he  doth,  hj  fufficiiCBt 
proof,  appear  guilty. 

If  this  rule  were  regarded,  bow  many  cenfures  would 
be  prevented !  For  do  not  men  catch  at  any  ihadow  of  a 
&ult  ?  Are  they  not  ready  upon  the  leaft  prefumption  to 
condemn  their  neighbour  ?  Doth  not  any,  even  the  weak- 
eft  and  vaineft  teftimony,  any  wandering  heariay,  or  vulgar 
rumour,  ferve  to  ground  the  rood  heavy  fentences  ? 

5.  From  hence  is  plainly  confequent,  that  there  are 
divers  caufes  wholly  exempted  from  our  judgment  and 
which  in  no  cafe  we  muft  pretend  to  meddle  with ;  fuch 
as  are  the  fecret  thoughts,  afie^ons,  and  purpofes  of 
men,  not  exprefled  by  plain  words,  nor  declared  by  overt 
a£ls;  for  a  capacity  of  judging  doth  ever  fu{q>ofe  a  power 
of  cognizance ;  and  it  being  impoffible  for  us  to  reach  the 
knowledge  of  thofe  things,  we  cannot  therefore  pretend 
to  judge  of  them.  As  it  is  the  property  of  God  to  fearch 
the  hearts  and  try  the  reins,  fo  it  is  his  prerogative  to 
judge  concerning  the  fecret  motions  in  them  ;  the  which 
we  attempting  to  do,  no  lefs  vainly  and  foolifhly,  than 
prefumptuoufly  and  profanely,  do  encroach  upon. 

This  point  alfo  being  regarded,  would  prevent  innume- 
rable rafli  jiidgments ;  for  men  commonly  do  no  lefs  dive 
into  the  thoughts,  and  reprehend  the  inward  difpofitiona 
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and  defigns  of  their  neighbour^  than  they  do  his  moft  ap-  S£RM« 
parent  and  avowed  aftions;  it  is  alraofi  as  ordinary  to     ^X> 
biame  men  £Dr  the  invifible  workings  of  their  mind,  as 
Jar  their  moft  vifible  deportment  in  converfation. 

6.  Hence  alfo  it  is  not  commonly  allowable  to  judge 
coocnming  the  ftate,  either  prefent  or  final,  of  our  neigh- 
bour in  regard  to  God ;  fo  as  to  take  him  for  a  wickesdn#xxi^fc; 
Hian^  or  to  denounce  reprobation  upon  him  :  for  the  ftate^^^J^i-^v 
of  mein  is  not  to  much  determined  by  iingle  aftions,  as  by  *^J*  Y**"*- 
jtbody  of  pra£lice,  or  by  a  long  courfe  and  tenor  of  lifejlic^^, 
conapounded  and  complicated  of  a<9tions  in  number  and^J^'^*^^"^ 
kind  unconceivably  various :  it  dependeth  not  only  upon 
external  vifible  behaviour,  but  upon  the  pra£tice  of  cloie 
retivements,  and  occult  motions  of  foul ;  upon  the  refults 
c£  natural  temper^  upon  the  influence  of  fortuitous  cir-» 
eomftances ;  upon  many  things  indifcernible,  infcrutable, 
and  unaccountable  to  us ;  the  which  God  alone  can  per-  Pf.  cxxzix. 
oeive  and  eftimate  throughly:  Godfeeth  not,  as  he  didj^j^^^  ^^j 
bimfelf  tell  Samuel,  as  manfeeth;  for  Tnan  looketk  on  tfie?* 
fiuiward  appearance,  but  God  looketh  on  the  heart:   Aep^'^x^x]^, 
Jearcheth  our  hearts,  and  underfiandeth  our  thoughts  afar  ^>^* 
off:  he  compqffeth  our  path,  and  is  atsquainted- with  all 
owr  ways:  he  weigheth  our  fpirits;  he  knoweth  our  frame  ;Vtov.xvI%, 
he  numbereth  our  Jkps ;   he  fcanneth  our  deiigns,  and  p^*^,^f "'/' 
poifeth  all  our  circumftances  exaftly ;  he  doth  penetrate  Jot  »v«i«t 
aad'coniider  many  things  tranfcending  our  reach,  upon 
wbich  the  true  worth  of  perfons  and  real  merit  of  anions 
do  depend :  he  therefore  only  can  well  judge  of  men's 
fiate«    As  a  fpecious  outlide  doth  often  cover  invvard  hoi* 
lownefs  and  foulnefs,  fo  under  an  unpromifing  appearance 
much  folidity  and  iincerity  of  goodnefs  may  lodge ;  a 
dirty  ground  doth  often  contain  good  feeds  within  it : 
our  judgment  therefore  in  fuch  cafes  is  likely,  at  leaft  in 
degree,  to  be  fallacious  and  unjuft ;  and  therefore  it  is  fit 
to  fuperfede  it,  according  to  the  advice  and  difcourfe  of 
St.  Paul ;  He  thatjudgeth  me  is  the  Lord;  therefore  judge  1  Cor.  iv.  i, 
nothing  before  the  time,  until  the  Lord  come ;  who  both 
will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs,  and  make 
tnanife/i  the  counfels  of  the  heart :  and  then  Jhall  every 


44^  AgamfL  tojh  Cenfurmg  and  Judging. 

SERM.  man  have  praife  (that  is^  a  right  eftunate  of  his  perfon  and 
XX.     deeds)  ^QOT  God. 

"'^"  If  this  were  duly  confidered,  many  hard  thoughts  and 

many  harfh  words  would  be  fpared ;  men  would  not  be 
fo  apt  to  damn  thofe  whom  they  have  no  ikill  to  try. 

7.  Farther :  a  judge  fbould  not  undertake  to  piocced 
agidnft  any  man,  without  warning  and  citing  him  to  ap- 
pear, or  without  affording  him  competent  liberty  and  op- 
portunity to  defend  and  juftiiy  himfelf.  Judgment  ibould 
not  be  adminifiered  clancularly,  in  dark  comers,  but  in. 
open  court :  not  fufpicioufly,  in  a  muttering  or  whi(per- 
ing  way ;  but  frankly,  with  a  clear  and  audible  voiee : 
not  upon  furprife,  but  with  allowance  of  leifure  and  ad- 
vice, that  the  party  may  be  able  to  apprehend  his  cafe 
and  manage  his  plea  for  his  beft  defence :  for  it  may 
juftly  be  prefumed,  that  as  he  is  moft  concerned,  fo  he  is 
beft  acquainted  with  his  own  proceedings,  and  may  allege 
reafons  for  them,  which  no  man  can  fo  well  perceive  as 
himfelf;  it  is  therefore  fit  that  he  (hould  be  heard  before 
he  is  condemned,  that  he  may  not  fuffer  wrong ;  at  leaft 
that  he  may  be  convinced  that  he  doth  not,  and  that  our 
proceeding  may  be  cleared  from  mifpriiion ;  that  alfo  the 
world  may  be  fatisfied  of  juftice  being  done ;  and  that 
likewife  falfe  accufers  may  be  liable  to  due  (hame  and 
chafiifement.  The  manner  of  proceeding  ufed  by  tfad 
Bomans,  and  reported  by  Feftus  in  St.  Paul's  cafe,  was 

Ads  XXV.  fiill  of  reafon  and  equity :  It  is  not,  faid  that  governor, 
the  manner  of  the  Romans  to  deliver  any  man  to  die,  before 
that  he,  which  is  accufed,  have  the  accufers  face  to  face,  and 
have  licence  to  anfwer  for  himfelf  concerning  the  crime 
laid  again/i  him.  Otherwife  indeed  any  innocence  may 
eafily  be  opprefled  irrecoverably,  without  any  defence, 
and  confequently  without  any  means  of  evafion  or  re- 
drefsc.  We  (hould  never  yield  both  ears  to  the  accufer, 
but  referve  one  for  the  accufed«*.    The  end  of  juftice,  we 

fuXti^M,  &c.  Theod,  Ep.  91. 

*  God  himfelf,  as  fome  of  the  Fathers  obferve,  hath  (hewed  us  an  exaOl* 
pie  of  thi^  equity^  DefcemUun  igitur  et  n/idtbo,  &c.  Gen,  xViiit  ait 
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may  coniiderj  is  not  to  condemn^  nor  to  work  mifchief  t6  SERS^ 
any  one,  but  rather^  fo  far  as  may  be,  to  acquit  and  pre-  XX. 
vent  evil  to  all ;  at  leaft  it  aimeth  to  clear  the  truth,  and 
fiate  the  cafe  indifferently ;  wherefore  it  is  juft,  that  ail 
advantage  that  well  can  be,  (hould  be  afforded  to  the  ob« 
noxious  party  for  his  juftification  and  deliverance;  at  leaft 
that  be  be  not  denied  equal  advantage  with  his.  profecu*  . 
tors ;  humanity  would  allow  him  fome  favour ;  the  moft 
rigorous  juftioe  cannot  refufe  him  leave  to  conteft  his 
cauf<^  upon  equal  terms  :  wherefore  it  is  fit  that  he  ihould 
be  acquainted  with  his  cafe,  that  competent  dme  and 
means  ihould  be  afforded  him  to  prepare  for  his  defence^ 
that '  his  plea  ihould  receive,  if  not  a  favourable,  yet  a 
free  audience :  the  contrary  pra6lice  is  indeed  rather  back* 
)>iting,  whifpering,  fupplanting,  or  fycophantry,  than  fair 
and  lawful  judging. 

'  The  obfervation  of  this  rule  would  alfo  cut  off  many 
eenfures ;  for  feldom  it  is  that  our  cenfurers  do  charge 
mea  to  jthear  faces,  but  rather  take  all  poilible  care,  that 
what  they  fay  may  never  come  to  the  ears  of  thofe  whom 
they  accufe ;  they  fear  nothing  more  than  being  con- 
fronted and  dete£led ;  they  decline  the  ihame  and  the  re- 
quital due  to  their  fycophantic  pra£lice ;  which  is  a  ma- 
nifeil  argument  of  their  foul  dealing;  and  they  no  lefa 
in  reality  do  thence  condemn  themfelyes  than  they  would 
ieem  to  condemn  others. 

.  8,  Moreover,  a  judge  is  obliged  to  conform  all  his  de- 
terminations to  the  fettled  rules  of  judgment,  fo  as  never 
to  condemn  any  man  for  a£ling  that  which  is  enjoined^ 
or  approved,  or  permitted  by  them ;  he  muft  not  pro- 
nounce according  to  his  private  fancy,  or  particular  affec- 
tion, but  according  to  the  ilanding  laws  :  which  as  they 
are  the  only  certain  rules  of  moral  adion,  the  only 
grounds  of  obligation,  the  only  (landards  of  guilt  and  in- 
nocence ;  fo  in  reafon  they  ihould  be  the  fole  meafures  of 

'  Kairn  fet^uf  H^h  tuv  itv^^i*uit  \xtUm  rnv  wnvi^Mv*  'AXX*  «/e«f  7^  nurmCkt 
&^6fuuy  It^nm  nftZs  awftifttf  vSv  tf^yfimrmv  t^v  wtifKv^  TitoJ,  Ep.  119* 
f.  Ptlagius  ad  EUam* 
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8ERM.  judging :  he  that  proceedeth  otherwife  is  an  arbitrarf 
XX.  and  a  flippery  judge ;  he  encroacheth  upon  the  right  and 
liberty  of  thofe  with  whom  he  meddleth,  pronouncing 
them  guilty  whom  God  and  reafon  do  proclaim  blame- 
Kom.  xiv.  lefs.  This  is  that  which  St.  Paul  doth  reprove  in  the 
1  Cor.  viii.  j^^j^  ^^  ^^  Romans,  an^  otherwhere.  The  c?ife  was  this: 
CoU  ii.  16.  fome  were  of  opinion,  that  abftaining  from  fome  kinds  of 
meat,  and  obferving  fome  feftival  times,  were  matters  6C 
duty  required  by  God ;  others  thought  it  free  to  eat  itny 
thing,  and  to  ufe  any  times  alike :  thefe,  according  to 
fuch  their  private  opinions,  did  cenfure  the  prances  of 
each  other;  one  party  condemned  the  other  as  tranf* 
greifing  duty,  the  other  contemned  them  as  weak  in  judg- 
ment: but  the  Apoftle  reproveth  both  as  irregular  in  their 
behaviour,  in  taring  one  another  for  matters  which  on 
both  hands  were  indifferent;  the  divine  Law  having  clearly 
neither  enjoined  thofe  obfervances,  nor  prohibited  them ; 
fo  that  each  man  had  a  liberty  to  do,  or  to  abftain,  as  he 
thought  good,  or  mod  agreeable  to  his  duty,  and  con<- 
ducible  to  his  falvation.  So  is  it  culpable  in  us  to  blame 
any  man  for  doing  that  which  is  not  repugnant  to  God's 
exprefs  command,  or  to  the  plain  diftates  of  reafon. 

The  obferving  this  condition  would  fmother  many  cen- 
fures:  for  do  we  not  commonly  reprehend  our  neigh- 
bours for  practices  wholly  blamelefs,  perhaps  commenda<» 
ble  ?  Do  we  not  fometimes  grievoufly  reproach  them  for 
not  complying  with  our  defires,  for  not  ferving  our  inte- 
refts,  for  not  jumping  with  our  humours,  for  not  dancing 
after  our  pipe ;  for  diffenting  from  us  in  any  conceit,  al- 
though dubious  or  falfe ;  for  difcofting  from  our  prac- 
tice, although  bad  or  inconvenient  ?  Say  we  not  ordina- 
rily, he  is  morofe,  peevifh,  fingular,  rude,  becaufe  be 
would  not  run  with  us  into  the  fame  excefs  of  riot  ;h^  is 
weak,  nice,  fuperftitious,  becaufe  he  conftantly  and  ftriftly 
adhereth  to  his  duty ;  he  is  negligent,  loofe,  profane,  be- 
caufe he  ufeth  his  liberty  in  fome  matters  indifferent? 
Bar  fuch  matters  of  obloquy,  into  how  narrow  a  compafs 
would  it  be  reftrained  ! 
9.  Hence  farther  it  is  to  be  fuppofed^  that  a  judge 
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ibould  be  a  perfon  of  good  knowledge  and  ability;  well  SERM. 
verfed  and  (kilful  in  the  laws  concerning  matters  under     ^^* 
debate;  endued  with  good  meafure  of  reafon,  enabling*'EA«f«f  «^/. 
him  as  to  fift  and  canvafs  matters  of  fa£l,  fo  to  compare'**  '^^^  ^. 
them  accurately  with  the  rules  of  right :  for  nothing  is  r0UTtt9  Wtv 
more  abfurd  than  an  ignorant  and  unfkilful  judge.     Men*|J^^^ 
therefore  of  weak  capacity,  of  mean  education,  of  fmall'&^^*lib.iiiv 
experience,  are  qualified  to  judge  in  few  cafes,  inoft 
things  being  placed  above  their  reach  ;  fuch  never  (hould 
prefume  to  cenfure  aftions,  the  worth  or  moral  quality 
whereof  depend  upon  the  dating  and  refolution  of  ab-^ 
firufe,  intricate,  or  fubtle  queftions.     It  is  not  therefore 
for  mechanics  or  ]*uftics  to  judge  about  difficulties  of 
fcience,  about  controveriies  in  religion,  about  myfleries  of 
policy,  or  reafons  of  flate ;  or  to  cenfure  thofe  who  deal 
in  them :  in  fo  doing  they  hugely  trefpafs  beyond  their 
calling  and  fphere;   they  do  ftrangely  mifbecome  the 
bench,  atid  will  very  untowardly  raifbehave  themfelves 
thereon ;  the  decifion  of  fuch  matters  is  to  be  referved  to 
thofe,  who  by  ftudy  and  experience  have  attained  pecu» 
liar  fEU^ulties  to  do  it  refpeStively. 

Obferving  this  point  would  draw  many  down  from 
their  ufurped  feats  of  judicature,  and  ftop  numberless  vain 
fentences;  we  (bould  have  very  few  judges  left,  if  all  men 
would  be  fo  modeft  and  fo  wife  as  not  to  meddle  beyond 
their  ikill  and  ability. 

lo.  Again :  it  is  proper  for  a  judge  not  to  make  him- 
&lf  an  accufer;  not  to  feek  for  mifdemeanours,  not  toSinedubia 
draw  more  caufes  under  his  cognizance  than  are  in  co^fe^rini'a&^* 
prefented  before  him :  he  (hould  rather  judge  as  out  of  cufationi- 
conftraint,  than  of  choice;  rather  as  forry  to  find  a  necef-g^^,,^*^ 
fity,  than  glad  to  fnatch  an  occafion  of  condemning  offen-n«  ^^  c«j 
ders.    So  fhould  we  rather  decline  than  feek  the  office  of  fcendifTeYH 
oenfuring  our  brethren,  rather  conniving  at  and  conceal- 2^"'-.  ^ 
ing  their  faults^  than  being  forward  to  expofe  them  ;  ab- 
folute  reafon  only  ihould  induce  or  indifpenfable  neceffity 
force  us  thereto. 

This  alfo  greatly  would  diminifh  the  trade  of  cen-^ 
fiimg^  for  if  we  fhrnid  wver  cenfure  without  great  rea- 
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SERM.  fon  or  necciGty,  how  feldom  ihould  we  do  it  ?  Do  we  not 
XX.  rather  affeft  to  do  it  caufelefsly  and  necdlefsly  ?  Do  W€f 
not  eagerly  fearch  after  and  greedily  embrace  all  occa- 
fions  to  do  it  ?  Is  it  not  a  pleafant  entertainment  to  us^  to 
be  carping  and  cavilling  at  any  body  we  meet,  at  any 
thing  we  fee  done  ?  Farther, 

11.  He  that  pretendeth  to  judge  others  (hould  himfelf 
Cumipfefisbe  innocent;  under  no  indictment,  and  not  liable  to  con- 
tOTm  au?"  demnation.  Is  it  not  very  improper  for  a  driminal,  for 
des  fern  one  who  is  not  only  in  truth  and  in  his  own  confcienee 
MaTcJ/.a.g^yty*  but  who  ftandeth  aSually  conviAed  of  heinOotf 

offences,  to  fit  upon  the  bench,  determining  about  the 
deeds  and  the  dates  of  others  ?  It  is  the  cafe  of  us  all,  we 
are  all  notoriouily  guilty  of  heinous  crimes  before  God^ 
PCcxUii.a.weall  do  lie  under  the  fentence  of  bis  law;  we  do  ail 
fiand  in  need  of  pardon  from  our  Judge,  bis  mercy  is  odr 
only  hope  and  refuge :  and  (hall  we  then  pretend  to  be 
judges,  or  be  paffing  fentence  on  our  brethren  ?    If  only 
thofe  who  are  free  and  guiltlefs  ihould  judge,  who  could 
undertake  it?  There  would  furely  be  no  more  than  there 
appeared  then,  when  in  the  cafe  of  the  woman  taken  in 
John  viii.    adultery  our  Lord  propounded  the  like  condition;  'O  «va- 
^*  ^'  ftapnjTOj  y/Ac5v,  he  that  is  without ^n  among  you,  let  him  cajl 

the  jirji  Jione  at  her :  upon  which  propofition  the  fequel 
was ;  And  they  which  heard  it,  being  conviBed  ly  their 
€wn  coTifciencey  went  out  one  ly  one,  beginning  at  the  eldefiy 
even  to  the  Iq/l ;  and  Jefus  was  left  alone,  and  the  woman 
Jianding  in  the  midji ;  fo  infallibly  (hould  no  man  be  al- 
lowed to  judge,  who  were  not  himfelf  void  of  like  guilt, 
would  every  man  efcape  cenfure. 

12.  Laftly  :  it  is  the  property  of  a  good  judge  to  pro- 
ceed with  great  moderation,  equity,  candour,  and  mild- 
nefs ;  as  a  general  friend,  a  friend  to  juftice,  to  the  public, 
to  mankind,  to  the  party  impeached.  As  a  friend  to 
juftice,  he  fhould  be  careful  that  the  defendant  recei\'e  no 
wrong  in  his  credit  or  intereft ;  as  a  lover  of  the  public, 
he  fhould  wifh  that  no  offences  or  fcandals  be  found ;  out 
of  humanity  he  fhould  defire  that  no  man  may  incur  the 
blemifh  of  guilt,  or  pain  of  fuffering;  he  fhould  tender 
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the  party's  cafe  as  compailionable,  and  defire  that  he  may  SERBt 
be  delivered  from  the  evil  threatening  him :  this  flioiild  XX. 
rendigf  him  willing  to  acquit  and  free  the  party,  apt  to 
apprehend  and  interpret  all  things  favourably,  ready  to 
excufe  and  mollify  the  bufinefs  what  he  can;  f^r  from 
picking  faults  out  of  obfcure  furmifes  or  {lender  pre- 
tences^ from  aggravating  the  mifcarriages  that  are  de- 
teded,  from  ftretching  the  blame  farther  than  it  will 
feach  of  itfelf,  or  making  the  cafe  worfe  than  it  needs 
muft  be,  from  pronouncing  a  harfh  or  heavy  fentence 
thereon.  He  (hould  always  be  of  council  to  the  defend- 
ant, pleading  his  caufe  fo  far  as  truth  and  equity  will 
permit ;  putting  himfelf  in  his  cafe,  and  thence  nowife 
dealing  with  him  more  rigoroufly  than  he,  according  to 
impartial  judgment,  fliould  in  the  like  cafe  deem  it  equal 
that  himfelf  fhould  be  dealt  with :  in  fine,  however  the 
matter  in  the  refult  appear  to  fiand,  he  fliould  avoid  rigour 
mnd  extremity,  he  fliould  exercife  clemency  and  mercy. 

If  this  courfe  were  obferved,  innumerable  caufes,  which 
now  are  feverely  judged,  would  never  be  mentioned,  or 
come  under  trial,  but  would  prefently  be  caft  out ;  many 
would  foon,  after  fmall  difcuflSon,  be  voided ;  few  would 
pals  that  extremity  of  cenfure,  which  now,  by  the  cruel 
aiperity  of  men,  they  are  forced  to  undergo  :  for  do  we 
not  accufe  men  for  things  that  are  np  faults  ?  Do  we  not 
exaggerate  the  guilt  of  petty  faults  ?  Do  we  not  infult 
over  great  mifcarriages  with  too  unmerciful  feverity,  as  if 
they  were  incorrigible  and  unpardonable  ? 

Seeing  then  few  of  us,  according  to  thofe  reafonable 
qualifications  and  conditions,  are  capable  of  being  judges; 
feeing,  if  thofe  equal  rules  were  obferved,  moft  cenfureg 
would  be  difcarded ;  feeing  hard  it  is  for  any  man,  either 
wsrrantably  to  undertake,  or  uprightly  to  difcharge  this 
office ;  great  reafon  there  is  for  this  precept,  moft  fit  it  is 
that  we  fliould  be  forbidden  to  judge. 

So  much  for  the  part  explicative  and  direftivej  now 
for  the  perfuafive;  and  for  inducing  us  to  efchew  this 
pra^ice,  let  us  briefly  declare  the  pravity  and  vanity  of  it; 
the  performing  which  will,  I  fuppgfe,  be  fufficient  to  dif- 
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SERM.  fuade  dnd  deter  us  from  it.    Be  pleafed  only  firft  to  note, 

^^*     that  fome  confiderations  which  we  (hall  propound  will  be 

applicable  to  fome  kind  of  bad  cenfure,  fome  to  anoth^, 

according  to  the  feveral  defefts  and  incapacities  we  have 

to  j^udge  lawfully,  upon  the  grounds  already  touched^ 

I.  Cenfuring  is  an  impious  praftice  in  regard  to  God^ 

By  taking  upon  ourfelves  to  judge  unduly,  without  au* 
tfaority,  or  beyond  it,  we  do  invade  God^s  office,  fetting 
lip  ourfelves  as  judges  in  his  room ;  we  ufurp  his  rights 
exercifing  jurifdi£don  over  his  fubje^ls,  without  order 
Horn.  xiv.  and  licence  from  him  :  it  is  St.  Paul's  argumefit,  fVho  art 
*•  thou  that  jttdgeft  another's  fervant  P  that  is,  how  intdlera-« 

bly  bold  and'  arrogant,  how  facrilegioufly  injurious  and 
profane  art  thou,  to  climb  up  into  God's  tribunal^  and 
thence  to  pronounce  doom  upon  his  fubje£ts  ? 

By  rafli  judgment  in  matters  not  fubjeft  to  our  cogiu« 
«ance,  (as  when  we  pronounce  concerning  the  fecret 
thoughts  and  intentions  of  men,)  we  proudly  and  per- 
veffely  do  arrogate  to  ourfelves  the  incommunicable  per- 
fections of  God,  who  alone  can  know  fuch  things,  and 
determine  rightly  in  fuch  cafes ;  who  therefore  hath  re- 
iCor.iv.s.ferved  them  to  himfelf,  commanding  us  to  judge  nothing 
before  the  time,  until  the  Lord  come. 

By  paffing  fentence  about  the  ftate  of  our  neighbour, 
we  do  anticipate  God's  judgment,  and  by  prejudging 
ftrive  to  fruftrate  it.  We  take  upon  us  to  purge  his  floor^ 
to  fever  the  chaff  from  the  corn,  and  the  tares  from  the 
wheat,  to  difcriminate  the  goats  from  the  flieep^;  which 
to  perform  will  be  the  work  of  God's  infinite  wifdom  ^nd 
juftice  at  the  great  day* 

By  cenfuring  our  brethren  caulelefsly,  for  not  comply- 
ing with  our  conceits,  humours,  or  praftices,  we  lay  hold 
upon  and  appropriate  to  ourfelves  God's  legiflative  power; 
we  fubjeft  his  law  to  our  fancy  and  pleafure ;  we  in  eflfedk 

«  Matt.  iii.  12,  13.  xxv.  32.  Quantus  arrogantiaft  tumor  eft,  quanta  hu» 
militatis  ac  lenitatis  oblivio,  arrogantiae  fuae  quanta  jaftatio,  ut  quis  aut  au*^ 
deat  aut  fecere  fe  poffe  credat,  quod  nee  Apoftolis  conceffit  Dominus,  ut  zi- 
ztfDia  a  fnimento  putet  fe  poffe  difcemere,  aut  quafi  ipfi  paleam  aufeire,  tt 
aream  purgare  conceflUm  fit^  paleas  conetuf  a  tiitico  feparare  ?  C/pr.  Ep,  52» 
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.iMmdemn  his  law  of  error  and  imperfeftion ;  we  do  at  SERM. 
Icaft  make  ourfelves  fliarers  with,  him  in  the  enafting    ^^' 
laws,  and  difpenfing  juftice.     He,  faith  St.  James,  thafjzm.\y^iu 
Jpeaketh  again/i  his  Irother,  andjudgetk  his  Irotlier^fpeak-' 
eth  againjl  the  law^  and  judgeth  the  law  ;  that  is,  he  op- 
probrioufly  doth  imply  the  law  to  be  defeSive,  until  he 
dotk  complete  or  corre<9:  it ;  making  it  a  guilt  not  to 
iktisfy  his  will  or  conceit,  beiide  the  plain  intent  of  the 
law ;  the  difpenfation  of  juflice  is  not  fufficient,  unlefs  he 
fiartake  therein,  taxing  whom  and  why  he  pleafeth ;  God 
without  him  is  not  a  perfed  lawgiver  or  judge. 

We  are  alfo  very  ingrateful  in  not  being  favourable 
towards  our  brethren  in  judgment;  when  as  God  is  in 
bis  judgment  fo  benign,  patient,  and  merciful  toward  us, 
who  is  not  extreme  to  mark  what  we  do  amijs  ;  is  not  for-  Pf.  cxzx.  a. 
ward  to  feek  or  find  faults,  but  rather  waiteth  to  he  gra- ira.xzz.i8. 
tiaus,  hideth  his  face  from  our  Jins,  and  pqffith  by  ottrPfal.  li.  9. 
irmfjgrejfions  ;  doth  not  aggravate  our  offences,  but  ra-  JJ]^i'Jx^h^ 
ther  doth  excufe  them,  remembering  that  we  areflejhi  is  39.  ciu.  u. 
not  glud  of  occafion  to  punifh,  but  delighieth  in  mercy ^  Lamjlua! 
and  doth  not  affii6t  willingly y  or  grieve  the  children  of  men  ;  E^ra  ix.  is. 
18  not  fevere,  but  punijheth  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  de^ 
Jerve^  and  in  his  wrath  remembereth  mercy.    And  are  we 
not  impious  if  we  do  fo  ill  requite  him,  and  fo  little  re- 
'  femUe  him,  in  being  rigorous  and  harfh  toward  our  bre* 
thren,  when  they  offend,  or  feem  to  do  fo  ? 

In  fine,  cenfuring  is  impious,  as  involving  the  violation 
of  thofe  great  commandments,  of  exercifing,  in  all  our 
demeanour  and  dealing,  humility,  meeknefs,  pity,  and 
mercy  toward  our  brethren ;  of  purfuing  and  promoting 
peace  among  them. 

2.  Cenfuring,  in  refpe£t  to  our  neighbour,  is  an  unjufl 
prance.  It  is  unjufl  to  meddle  in  affairs  with  which  we 
have  nothing  to  do  ;  to  draw  thofe  perfons  under  our  ju- 
rifdi£lion  who  are  not  fubje£l  to  it,  but  are  liable  to  ren- 
der their  account  at  another  bar ;  to  punifh  thofe  in  their 
reputation  or  intereft,  over  whom  we  have  no  jufl  autho- 
rity, who  have  their  own  mafter^  to  whom  they  mti/iJUmd 
or  fall. 

VOL.  z.  6g 
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$ERM.      It  18  mod  unjuft  to  judge  any  man  without  ortnpetent 

^X.     means  of  knowing,  or  (kill  to  determine  his  cafe;   to 

condemn  him  without  diligent   trial,  without    cerUdn 

proof,  without  full  convidion  of  his  fault;  to  pcuiifli  him 

without  juft  caufe,  or  beyond  due  meafure. 

It  is  very  unjuft  to  ufurp  an  intereft  in  the  goods  wbidi 
are  to  our  neighbour  moft  proper  and  deiar,  his  credit  and 
concernments  depend  thereon,  difpofing  of  them  as^  wt 
pleafe,  to  his  difadvantage  and  prejudice. 

It  is  alfo  very  unjuft,  whenas  we  do  need  the  candid 
judgment,  the  forbearance  and  pardon  of  others  for  many 
things  Caulty  and  offenfive  that  we  commit^  to  refnfe  the 
like  to  others'. 

3.  Cenfuring  is  alfo  a  very  uncharitaUe  praAioc^  and 
fo  contrary  to  the  principal  duty  of  our  religion  :  it  is  ib 
eminently  in  all  caies  wherein  it  is  unjuft;  for  charky 
doth  virtually  contain  juftice,  and  tranfcendeth  it;  it  is  fo 
peculiarly  whenever  it  is  harfh  or  rigorous^  when  it  is 
affefted,  when  it  is  needlefs  or  unprofitable;  for  charity 
difpofeth  us  to  be  gentle,  meek,  patient,  and  merciful' in 
all  our  dealings ;  it  engages  us  to  hide  and  finother,  to 
diminifh  and  excufe,  to  pafs  by  and  pardon  offences: 
1  Cor.  ziii.  Charity  Jeeketh  no  evilf  it  covereth  all  things^  it  learetk  iaU 
^*  ^*  things;  it  tendereth  our  neighbour's  good  and  advantage 
of  all  kinds,  (his  credit,  his  intereft,  his  convenience,  and 
pleafure;)  it  therefore  will  infli£t  no  more  evil  than  xies- 
fon  and  neceffity  ftiall  indifpenfably  requires. 

A  cenfurer  is  indeed  unjuft  and  uncharitable,  not  onlj 
toward  thofe  whom  he  cenfureth,  but  alfo  toward  thofe 
into  whom  thereby  he  doth  infufe  ill  opinion,  and  ill  will 
toward  their  neighbour ;  he  is  guilty  of  their  injuftice 
and  uncharitablenefs,  a  mifchief  more  irreparable  thao 
his  own. 

*  —  Jtqufxmeft 
Peccatb  YcnUm  pofoentcra  roddcic  luffus. 

Hk-.  Serm.  L  3. 
Dtt  ille  Ttniun  fkoilc,  cui  i^nia  eft  opos.    &».  Tr, 

C  o9r»t  K*  *•  •^"'  iji^rC^#«r.  wii**  v^^**-  »?•»  «  fiXwSj«r«»,  jm)  mtny*' 
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4*  Cenftiring  is  a  very  foolifh  and  vain  praftice  in  tna-  8BRM. 
nifold  refpefts;  as  arguing  great  ignorance  and  inconfi*    ^^' 
deratenefs,  as  producing  grievous  inconveniences  and  tnif-  Eft  piopri- 
cbieft,  efpedally  to  the  praaifer  of  it.  ^"anOTum 

It  fiamifieth  that  we  do  not  well  underftand  or  not  well  vitia  cerne- 
<wnfidef  the  natural  impotency  and  frailty  of  mankind ;  fuQ^ura. 
how  liable  others  are  to  niiflake  and  flip,  and  how  prone Cie.Tu/e,i. 
we  ourfelves  are  thereto;   how,  as  St.  James  faith,  inJuxuliLt. 
numy  things  we  offend  all;-  did  we  obferve,  or  would 
.vdgh  this,  we  ihould  not  be  fo  forward  to  cenfurp,  or 
fo  vehement  and  bitter  in  it;  we  ibould  fee  failing  and 
tripping  in  many  things  to  be  a  common  cafe^  rather  de* 
mahding  commiferation  than  cenfure. 

It  iroplieth  alfo,  that  we  little  confider  how  our  efcap- 
ing  any  faults,  which  our  neighbour  flippeth  into,  is  no- 
wife  imputable  to  any  worth  or  virtue  in  us,  fo  much  as 
the  good  providence  and  merciful  grace  of  God,  guard- 
ing or  refcuing  us  from  them ;  if  we  did  apprehend  and 
refle£t  on  this,  it  would  appear  our  duty  rather  to  bleifil 
Grod  for  our  being  proteded  from  mifcarriages,  than  cen* 
iorioufly  to  infult  over  thofe  who  feem  to  fall  into  them* 
It  fignifieth  we  have  no  fight  or  fenfe  of  our  own  defeAs; 
for  did  we  clearly  fee,  did  we  humbly '  refent  them^  that 
,  would  damp  our  heat  and  eamefinefs  to  cenfure.  It  de- 
'  clares  a  fond  felf-conceit,  that  we  deem  ourfelves  fuperior 
to  our  neighbour  in  wifdom,  and  lefs  obnoxious  to  blame, 
and  therefore  fit  to  be  his  judges ;  whereas^  according  to 
a  fober  efieem  of  ourfelves,  we  fhould  appear  more  fit  to 
fiand  at  the  bar  than  to  fit  upon  the  bench  ;  and  fhould 
thence  more  dread  the  one  than  affeft  the  other. 

It  fheweth  likewife,  that  we  do  not  rightly*  conceive 
die  nature,  or  worthily  efieem  the  confequences  of  thia 
prance :  we  know  not,  or  regard  not,  the  value  of  our 
neighbour's  reputation,  which  by  cenfure  we  do  mean  to 
ruin  or  impair :  we  perhaps  by  no  means  would  rob  him 
of  his  fubftance,  or  of  his  life ;  yet  we  fcruple  not  by 
grievous  cenfure  to  bereave  him  of  his  good  name;  which 
he,  the  befl  prizer  of  his  own  goods,  may  efteem  beyond 
his  eftate  or  his  life  itfelf :  we  think  it  nathings  Qt  a 

aga 
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ftBRM.  flight  matter  to  carp  at  him ;  but  he  feeleth  it  very  pun* 
XX.     ful,  and  deeply  refenteth  it. 

~  It  argueth  in  us  an  untamed  fiercenefs  of  mind  and  dif- 

compofednefs  of  paflion,  which  can  never  confift  or  co- 
habit with  wifdom ;  for  a  well-ordered,  calm,  and  free 
mind  will  be  flow  in  conceiving  offence  or  diflike^  mode- 
rate in  eflimating  things,  referved  in  exprefliBg  its  fentt- 
.  ments,  not  eaiily  tranfported  into  extremity  or'excefs  ;  it 
confequently  hardly  will  fuffer  a  man  to  break  forth  into 
rafli  or  harfh  cenfure  K  So  many  figns  and  arguments  of 
incogitancy  and  blindnefs  this  pra&ice  doth  involve. 
.  5*  Farthermore,  this  pra£tice  will  produce  niany  great 
inconveniences  and  mifchiefs  to  us. 

I.  We  do  thereby  provoke,  and  in  a  ibrt  authorize 
others  to  requite  us  in  the  fame  kind  > :  for  nothing  motie 
doth  excite  the  indignation,  doth  inflame  the  anger,  doth 
engender  the  hatred  of  men  toward  us,  than  being  prag- 
matical in  finding  fault,  and  hafty  to  cenfure  their  doiogs 
caufelefsly  or  immoderately ;  nothing  feeming  to  them  a 
more  certain  argument  that  we  bear  them  ill  will>  or  do 
coptemn  them ;  and  if  we  fo  vex  them,  they  will  in  re- 
quital be  as  ready,  by  finding  or  making  faults  in  us,  to 
vex  and  trouble  us  ;  it  engageth  their  care,  and  quicken- 
eth  their  induflry,  and  whetteth  their  invention  to  obferve 
or  devife  matter  of  recrimination.  Men  think  it  not  only 
lawful,  but  even  needful  for  them,  in  their  own  defence, 
to  difparage  the  cenfurer,  that  his  judgment  may  have 
the  lefs  weight  to  their  prejudice  :  fo  that  it  will  infalli- 
bly come  upon  us,  as  our  Lord  warneth,  ufing  it  as  an 

Matt.  Til.  a.  argument  to  diffuade  us  from  this  pra£tice,  that,  with 

\f%ll      ^^^  judgment  we  judge,  we  Jhall  he  judged;  and  with 
what  mea/ure  we  mete,  it  Jhall  le  meafured  to  us  again. 

*^  Prov.  zii.  16.  A  fool'/wrath  is  prefently  known  ;  but  a  prudent  man 
covereth  ihame. 

Prov.  zxix.  11.  A  fool  uttereth  all  his  mind ;  but  a  wife  man  keepeth  it 
dll  afterwards. 

» at  tibi  contra 

Cvenity  inquirant  vitia  ut  tua  rnrfus  et  illi.  . 
Hw*  Serm.  i.  8» 
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Men  take  it  for  allowable  to  retaliate  in  thiB  way  to  the  SEftfiTr 
height,  and  ftoutly  to  load  the  cenforious  man  with     ^^* 
cenfure% 

2.  We  do  by  this  praftice  not  only  expofe  ourfelves  to  Vid.Chryf. 
cenfure,  but  implicitly,  arid  according  to  ready  confe-Qr.  sV 
quence,  do  pafs  it  upon  ourfelves,  feeing  we  feldom,  in  P-  2*9- 
kind  or  equivalently,  are  ourfelves  clear  of  that  which  we. 
charge  upon  others ;  with  our  own  weapon  of  fliarp  cen- 
fure,  we  through  another's  fide  do  imprudently  wound 
ourfelves ;  and  often,  as  David  did  in  his  parley  with  Na-  2  Sam.  xii. 
than,  adjudge  ourfelves  to  capital  puniOiment ;  fo  that  to 
any  cenforious  perfon  it  may  be  faid,  in  St.  Paul's  words. 
Wherein  tkoujudge/i  another y  thou  condemneji  thyfelf;  for  Horn.  ii.  1. 
ihou  tkatjudgeft  doejl  the  fame  things. 

3-   We  do  by  cenfuring  others  aggravate  our  own 
faults,  and  deprive  them  of  excufe,  and  render  ourfelves 
uncapable  of  mercy  and  pardon :  ^  for  of  all  men,  he  that 
18  forward  and  prone  to  cenfure,  who  is  rigorous  and  fe- 
vcre  in  judging  others,  deferveth  no  favour,  nor  can  rea- 
foiiably  pretend  thereto.    *  Inexcufahle,  faith  St.  Paul,  art  Rom.  il.  1^ 
thoUy  0  man,  whofoever  thou  art^  that  judgefi ;.  for,  thinke/i^' 
-ihou  this,  0  man,  that  judgejl  them  which  dofach  things^ 
*and  doeft  the  fame^  that  thou  Jhalt  efcape  the  judgment  of 
Godf  and,  Mij  ^evi^ere  jtot^  oKki^km.    Do  not,  faith   St.  Jam.  v.  9. 
James,  moanfully  complain  one  again/l  another y  left  you  le^  '^^' 
condemned ;  and,  He  Jhall  have  judgment  without  mercy, 
that  hathjhewed  no  mercy,  in  his  judgment,  faith  the  fame 
Apoftle  ".    Which  paffages  imply,  that  to  be  unmerciful 
in  this  kind,  will  expofe  us  to  the  feverity  of  judgment 

mittkaSna-m  vuyYMtfttnt  wart,  Chryf.  'Av^^.  y\ 

'  «*—— « at^^oitrmit  91  wXuroi  (ift^f  /tiv  tl^tv  rSn  tOmv  K^trmH^  ^^X***  ^  *^ 
iXX§T^itt  i^ivafui.  Nax,  Or.  36. 

M0vt  wm^^fMv,  Chryf,  ad  Dtmtt,  torn.  vi.  Or.  52. 

m  Ov^  yk^  iiti  «>ii  ^veuts  rS*  9iflrXif/»^tA.if^cMM>  ^/m  ^mv»  iXXA  ^  Awi  riff 
ufiinmi  rvf  «^s  ^t^  Iri^  t!^m  rhv  ^nftv  i  9us,  Chryf,  ibid. 

^tlwitif  yk^  i  pXmvB^atirotf  ^  nf**f9Sf  ^  ^uyytat/AnutH  v^Tifcnrtu  rn  vXimmb 
r«»  kfui^nfuirtn  Syttw^  wrvs  i  wi*(oty  ^  ^f^ift  ^  kirm^mimrH  wtkv  TMi  MXf'wf 
mftm^rtifut^i  Wftnri^n^i  fUyt^tg,  Ibid, 
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9BItM.  in  re|^rd  to  bur  oflTences;  or,  that  if  we  deal  hariUy 
XX.     with  our  brethren  now^  God  will  then  proceed  the  more 
"""""■^  feverely  toward  us,  when  our  great  caufe  doth  come  un- 
der triair 

4.  Indeed  cenfuring  oth^v  is  an  aigumeot  that  we  do 
little  mind  our  own  cafe,  or  confider  to  what  a  dreadful 
judgment  we  do  fiand  obnoxious  :  did  we  think  of  that, 
we  (bould  fee  caufe  rather  to  employ  our  leifure  and  care 
in  dating  our  own  accounts^  than  in  examining  thofe  of 
Others;  more  advifable  it  would  appear  to  mind  oxa 
own  cafe,  than  to  bufy  ourfelves  in  canvaffing  and  deter* 
mining  the  ftate  of  our  neighbour,  finding  what  great 
need  our  adions  will  have  in  that  day  of  favourable  con- 
firu£tion  and  merciful  allowance,  we  fhould  become  can* 
did  and  mild  in  reflecting  upon  the  a£lions  of  others ;  ^^^e 
ihould  not  be  forward  to  carp  at  any  thing,  we  Aiould 
fcarce  have  the  heart  to  condemn  any  man ;  this  St.  Paul 

IU>fn.xiY.  feemeth  to  imply,  when  he  thus.argueth:  IFky  doft  thou 

^^*  judge  thy  brother,  or  why  dq/i  thou  Jet  at  nought  thy  hro^ 

therP  IVeJhall  allftand  at  the  judgment -feat  ofChrifts 

that  is,  why  do  any  of  us  judge  others,  feeing  we  rouft 

T»  hfun^  all  be  judged  ourfelves  ?    It  is  not  feemly,  it  is  not  expe* 

^SIwTbls-^®"^  for  thofe,  who  foon  muft  be  arraigned,  and  put  to 

^»  »tt*mt.  anfwer  for  themfelves,  to  be  bufy  in  quedioning  and  pre* 

inm/ot.  9.  judging  others ;  but  rather  to  fpend  their  care  and  pains 

in  preparing  for  their  own  account. 

5.  Nothing  indeed  more  caufeth  us  to  negle6l  our  own 
cafe,  nothing  more  engageth  us  to  leave  our  own  faults 
unobferved  and  uncorre£ied,  than  this  humour ».  It  is 
eafy  to  obferve,  that  as  they  who  are  moft  fparing  and 
gentle  in  cenfure  are  ufually  moft  exempt  from  blame, 
(for  that  carefully  reflefting  upon  their  own  infirmities 
and  defers,  fpending  their  heat  and  aflivity  of  fpirit 
upon  amending  their  own  errors  and  faults,  they  have 


^Mi/f  m  iiitti  Irtfukn^mmi  ar^ct  ^unf*    Tnt  y»f  emliis  atreUnt  turf  %!$  rh  J«i- 
^•w  wXtntpmyftt^^v  iiv«Airx«^tynf,  ifiiynn  v«  Mtfrilf  wiiv^  iurkSs  »9Jtr^mi  Bti 


\tfy  t^e,  li^fs  concernment^  lefs  mind  to  feocclt  ont  ^q4  SERM, 
fcan  the  imperfections  and  mifdemeanours  of  ^others;  they     ^^ 
do  iind  lefs  reafon  aIfo>  and  therefore  have. lefs  iviU  to  be  vid.  Cbryf. 
fierce  or  fevere  toward  them*)  fo  the  mod  cenforious  are*^®"!:"-^* 

.     •        .  •  •    *^*  Sen.  de 

lUiialiy  the  mo(t  tlupid  in  difcemmg,  lEind  mpft  carelefs.  in  Vit.  B.  a;. 

retrenching  their  own  faults.    And  need9  it  muft  be  fo5^fjf^*^- 

fiu*  the  anions  of  other  men  devour  th^ir .  leifure,  take  up  v**  «?^  «f- 

the  intention  of  their  fpirits,  employ  the.keennefs.of  their  ^^f,.*]^. 

fiaffions.  upon  them,  fo  that  they  qannot  and  will  not  at-^'^  ** 

tend  to  themfelves ;  they  are  fo  much  abroad,  they  are  fo 

.very  bufy  otherwhere,  that  they  little  know  or  care  what 

is  done  at  home ;  while  they  are  Jpying  and  pulling  out  Matt«  vii. 

motes  from  their  brother's  eye,  they  confidfir  not  the  leam^*^' 

that  is  in  their  own  eye,  although  never  fo  grofs  and 

obvious^. 

.    !$.  Hence,  I  fay,  it  is  that  commonly  the  beft  men  are 

the  mod  candid  and  gentle^  and  they  are  moft  apt  to 

blame  others  who  deferve  worfe  themfelves;   that  the 

iharpefi  tongues  and  fouleft  lives  do  ufually  go  together; 

that  they  who  are  the  ftri£left  judges  of  their  own  are 

tibe  faired  interpreters  of  other  men's  a£tions ;  and  they 

who  will  l^aft  pardon  others  do  moft  excufe  themfelves  $ 

that  they  who  are  ftrangely  acute  in  defcrying  other  men's 

fiuilts  are  dark  blmd  in  difceming  their  own*    Our  Sa* 

viour  therefore  chargeth  fuch  perfons  with  hypocrify; 

Thou  hypocrite  ;  Jirjl  cq/i  the  beam  out  of  thine  oum  eye; 

implying,  that  they  do  but  rifely  pretend  a  refped  for 

goodnefa  and  zeal  againft  fin,  feeing  in  their  own  praSice 

they  indulge  it ;  that  it  is  indeed  rather  pride,  peevidi* 

nelib,  idlenefs,  fpleen,  or  felfifli  defigathat  adleth  them. 

7f  In  fine,  the  cenforious  humour,  as  it  argueth  ill  na* 
tnre  to  be  predominant,  (a  vulturous  nature,  which  eafily 
fisielieth  out^  and  hadily  flietb  toward,  and  greedily  feed* 

•  T«  mmmUs  IXi^Stffv,  1^  uptfi^Brnt  tuMmv  iXkUt^tf^  Nax.  Ep»  37. 

/biwii.  Mn.OfBt.SX. 

Ego  mi  ignofoo»  Msnius  inquit» 
Stullnt  ct  iApiobot  bic  amoi  eft,  dignufque  notari. 

Jvw.  Sena*  1.  a» 
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SERM.  eth  on  ^rrion,)  as  it'  (ignifieth  bad  confcience;  for  he 
^^-  that  knowetfa  evil  of  himfelf  is  mod  prone  to  fufped,  and 
mod  quick  to  pronounce  ill  concerning  others,  fo  it  breed- 
eth  and  fofiereth  fuch  ill  difpofitions ;  it  debaucheth  the 
minds  of  men,  rendering  them  dim  and  doltifli  in  appre- 
hending their  own  faults,  negligent  and  heedlcfs  in  re- 
gard to  their  own  hearts  and  ways ;  apt  to  pleafe  and 
comfort  themfelves  in  the  evils,  real  or  imaginary,  of  their 
neighbours ;  which  to  do  is  a  very  barbarous  and  brutifii 
practice. 

Thefe  confiderations  may,  I  hope,  fuffice  to  perfuade 
the  obfervance  of  this  precept,  by  the  help  of  God's 
grace,  to  which  I  commend  you,  and  conclude. 

Now  the  God  of  peace  make  you  perfeH  in  every  good 
work  to  do  his  willf  working  in  you  that  which  is  well- 
pleqfing  in  his^ght,  through  Jefus  Chrift^  to  whom  he  glory 
for  ever  and  ever*   Amen. 


SERMON  XXI. 


OF  QUIETNESS,  AND  DOING  OUR  OWN 
BUSINESS. 


I  THBSS.iv.  II. 

Arid  that  yejtudy  to  he  quiety  and  to  do  your  own  Imfinefs.  chyf,  in. 

.  a  Cor.  Or. 

As  frequently  between  neighbouring  ilates  there  do  rife^oEjiiLr 
diflenfions  and  contefis  about  the  juft  limits  of  their  terri-  XXI.  * 
lories ;  fo  doth  it  frequently  happen  between  virtue  and 
vice,  right  and  wrong,  duty  and  niifcarriage  in  praftice  9 
for  although  the  extreme  degrees,  and  even  the  middle 
-regions  of  thefe  things  are  very  diftant,  yet  the  borders  of 
them  do  lie  very  clofe  together,  and  are  in  a  manner  con- 
tiguous ;  a  certain  ridge  of  reparation  running  between 
them,  which  commonly,  being  very  narrow,  thin,  and 
obfcure,  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcem.  So  it  particularly  £all- 
eth  out  in  the  matter  before  us,  wherein  our  text  b  con- 
cerned. Duty  and  offence  do  nearly  confine,  and  almoft 
Indifcemibly  differ  one  from  the'  other ;  for  there  are 
about  this  cafe  precepts  which  feem  to  contradi^;  there 
are  duties  appearing  to  thwart  one  another. 

St.  Paul  here  biddeth  us  to  be  ftudious  or  ambitious  of 
quiet ;  otherwhere  :he  enjoineth  us  to  be  earneftly  ac- 
tive, (to  be  cnrowSp  ft^  i^tnipo),  Tiot  Jlothful  in  bufinefs :)  here  Rom.  xH. 
he  would  have  us  to  mind  our  own  afiairs;  otherwhere  ^^* 
he  prefcribeth,  that  we  fhoiild  not  look  every  man  to  At;  PhU.  u.  4. 
iiwn  things^  but  every  man  dlfo  to  the  things  of  others. 

Accoi^ing  to  the  general  drift  of. Scripture,  and  the 
tenor  of  our  relijpon^  we  are  in  charity  obliged  to  con- 
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SERM.  cern  ourfelves  heartily  for  the  good  of  our  neighbonr,  and 

XXI.     to  ftrive  earneftly  in  promoting  it ;  we  are  enjoined  fo  far 

to  interpofe  and  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  others,  as  to 

watch  over  them  for  their  good;  to  inflrud  and  advife  them,' 

to  admoniihand  excite  them,  to  check  and  reprove  them 

upon  occafion ;  to  offer  and  yield  them  fuccour,  to  compofe 

KmrawSfu^  differences  between  them;  to  promote  their  edification  and 

tWK^xri*.  peace :  Ijet  us,  faith  the  Apoille  to  the  Hebrews,  conjider 

Rom.  xiv.  one  another f  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good  works.  Let  us^ 

i^Theff.^v.  l^ith  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans, /oZ/ote/  after  the  things  which. 

ii«  !<•       make  for  peace,  and  things  wherewith  one  mat/  edify  another  £ 

and.  Exhort  yourfelves  together,  arid  edify  one  another  ^^^ 

warn  them  that  are  unruly,  comfort  the  feeble-minded,  fup^ 

port  the  weak,  faith  he  to  the  Theflalonians  in  this  Epifiie* 

To  be  zealous  andeameft  in  the  maintenance  and  pro« 

pagation  of  trutli,  of  virtue,  of  piety,  is  a  duty  incumbent 

on  us,  which  implieth  care  and  aftivjty  concerning  others; 

tit  i.  11.   that  we  offer  to  infiruft  them ;  that  we  enter  iato  oonteft 

with  them ;  that  we  examine  their  worda.  and  aflions ;  that 

we  prefume  to  tax  and  oppofe  tbem« 

In  fine;  our  religion  doth  feem  by  the  bands  of  mutual 
relation,  and  obligations  of  charity,  fo  to  unite  us  toge» 
ther,  fo  to  endear  us  to  one  another,  and  to  all  men,  that 
all  things  belonging  to  our  brethren  do  nearly  touch 
us,  and  fhould  anfwerably.  affe£):  us>;  fo  that  by  inter- 
meddling with  any  thing  relating  to  their  welfare,  •  we 
can  hardly  be  faid  to  meddle  with  what  doth  not  coBr 
cem  us. 

The  condition  of  things  alfo  may  feem  to  require,  that 
we  fo  intermeddle;  for  the  duties  and  affairs  of  men 
are  fo  entangled  or  interwoven,  that  we  can  hardly  pro- 
fecute  any  concernments  of  our  own,  without  being 
engaged  in  the  matters  of  others.:  in  difcharging.  all 
offices  of  fociety,  in  purfuance  of  any  traffic  or  commerce, 
in  all  intercourfe  and  converfation,  while  we  tranfa£t  our 
own  bufinefs,  we  cannot  avoid  the  furthering  or  obllrud* 
ing  the  bufinefs  of  others,  who  are  engaged  in  the  fame 
'  or  contrary  defigns.  Society  doth  fubfift  >hy  combinations 
^  care  and  pain,  regarding  oonunon  interefis,  fo  that  it 
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ftemeth  impoffible  fo  to  mind  our  owb  bufinefs^  as  not  to  SERM* 
meddle  with  the  bufine(k  of  otbon.  XXI. 

'  Yet  notwithftanding  St.  Paul  enjoineth  us  fo  to  aSeSt  ■  ' 

quiet,  as  fimply  to  mind  our. own  bufinefs,  or  not  to  be 
meddlefome  in  the  .cancemments  of  others;  for  that  doing 
wr  own  bufinefsh  meant  exclufively  to  meddling  with  the 
Affairs  of  others^  is  plain  enough  by.  the  importance  of 
ti  HiCLy  whhch  is  emphaticaly  and  fignifieth  only  our  own^ 
or  our  proper  bufinefs;  and  becaufe  it  is  joined  with  being 
fuieiy  which  refpedeth  others,  and  importeth  not  flirring 
beyond  our  own  bounds;  to  be  fo  meddlefome,  being 
1^  a  practice  exprefsly  condemned  by  St«  Peter,  in  that 
prohibition,  Bui  let  none  ofyoujkffer  as  a  murderer,  0r1Pet.iT.19. 
ms  a  thief  J  or  as  a  malefa&or,  or  as  a  bufy-body  in  other 
men^s  matters:  where  pragmaticalnefs  is,  we  fee^  not 
only  forbidden^  but  is  coupled  with  the  moft  heinous 
oflfences. 

How  then  (hall  we  reconcile  thefe  things  ?  How  (hall 
ive  in  the  cafe  fever  between  the  bounds  of  duty  and 
blame  ?  It  is  indeed  fomewhat  difficult  to  do  it  precifely^ 
and  with  diftinftions  which  ihall  reach  all  cafes.  But 
fomewhat  I  (hall  endeavour  toward  it,  by  propounding 
fome  rules  and  dire&ions,  which  (hould  commonly  be 
•bierved  in  our  dealing  and  intercourfe  with  others  :  but 
firft  let  us  a  little  refle£t  upon  the  terms  in  which  the  pre»- 
oept  is  couched. 

Study  to  be  quiet.  Study;  the  word  i^  fiXcr^twim, 
which  (ignifieth  to  be  ambitious,  that  is,  to  affed  quiet 
wkh  tKe  like  vehemency  of  defire  and  care,  as  men  are 
wont  to  purfue  reputation,  dignity,  and  power,  the  objeAs 
of  ambition :  the  ezpreffion  containeth  a  remarkable  em- 
fihaiis,  or  a  grave  acumen;  for  whereas  ambition  com- 
HMOnly  doth  prompt  men  to  be  reftlefsly  bufy,  and  en- 
gageth  them  in  the  concernments  proper  to  others,  St. 
Plaulbiddeth  them  to  be  ambitious  the  contrary  way,  in 
aflfeAing'  quiet^  And  abftinence  from  other  affiiurs  befide 
their  own. 

To  be  quiet  t  ThiB  doth  iignify  not  a  phyfical,  but  a 
mohiTO&i  not  a  total  foibeara]ico4[tf  aftionj  not  a^ifti* 
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S£BM  dlous  or  drowfy  liftle'flhers  to  do  any  thiag ;  not  a  fenlb* 
XXI.    lefs  indifTerency  concerning  the  matters  of  others ;  not  an 
**  abfolvte  fequeftering  ourfelves  from  common  aiTairs  i  this 

is  not  quiet  or  tranquillity^  the  rd'4o'(^«|sWr  here^  but  a 
naughty  iloth^  Aupidity,  or  favagenefs :' the  quiet  here 
meant  is  oppofed  to  dif orderly  motion^  to  turbulency,  to 
contention^  to  pragmatical  curiofity^  to  'all  fuch  exorbitant 
behaviour,  whereby  the.  right  of  others. is  ihirihged^  their 
peace  diflurbed,  their  juft  intereft  or  welfcire  any  wife  pre- 
judiced. This  quiet  is  a  calm,  fteady,  regular  way  of 
proceeding,  within  the  bounds  and  meafures  prefcribed 
by  reafon,  juft  ice  and  charity,  modefty  and  fobriety:  fUch 
a  motion  as  the  heavenly  bodies  do  keep;  which  fo  ioolre 
that  they  feem  ever  to  (land  ftill,'  and  never  difturb  one 
another :  in  fine,  what  a  quiet  is  meant,  the  fubfequent 
words  and  the  context  do  (hew :  it  followeth. 

And  Tpeur<reiv  roi  ISia,  to  do  our  own  lufinefs,  or  to  afik 
things  proper  and  pertinent  to  us;  things  which  fuit  to  our 
condition,  our  ftation,  our  vocation;  whereby  we  may 
difcharge  our  own  duties,  and  fupply  our  own  needs; 
may  work  benefit  to  others,  or  however  avoid  being  any- 
wife  burdenfome  or  troublefome  to  them ;  an  indance  of 
«  Thcff.  iii.  which  praflice  is  immediately  fubjoined;  to  work  with  our 
!«•  own  hands — that  we  may  have  lack  of  nothing  ;  in  another 

place  St  Paul  calleth  it  it^troi  ^<ru%/aj  e§yil^e<rdM,  to  work 
with  quietf  oppofing  it  to  ir6pi6pyi}^8<r^aif  being  over-bufy, 
or  pragmatically  curious,  and  to  walking  diforderly ;  that 
is,  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  calling,  or  the  rules  of  our 
duty ;  fo  as  to  encroach  upon  the  rights,  or  moleft  the 
quiet  of  others. 

The  words  then,  as  they  do  imply  an  obligation  lying 
upon  us  to  be  induftrious  in  our  own  bu(inefs,  fo  they 
chiefly  defign  to  prohibit  our  meddling  with  the  con- 
cernments of  others  ;  but  how  to  fettle  the  limits  be* 
tween  this  quiet  minding  our  own  bu(inefs,  and  a  cul* 
pable  neglect  of  the  duties  concerning  others;  hdw  to 
diftingui(h  between  meddling  innocently,  from  being 
bkmeably  meddlefome,  hie  tabor/ hoc  opus  eft;  this  is  that 
hard  talk  which  I  am  to  undertake^  but  cannot  hope 
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thoroughly  to  ^perform.  However,  the  method  toward  SERM« 
ic;  which  I  fliall  obferve,  is  this :  Pirft,  I  (hall  touch  fome  ^^^^ 
cafes,  in  which  it  is  allowable  or  commendable  to  meddle 
'with : the  afiairs  of.  others :  then  I  (hall  propound  fome 
general  rulesy  according  to  which  fuch  meddlefomenefs 
k  commonly  blameable :  in  the  next  place,  I  ihall  affigo 
fom^  direAions.projper  to.  fome  chief  and  moft  obvious 
kinds  of  meddling:  and  laftly,  offer  fome  confiderations 
to  di0iiade  men  from  this  pragmatical  humour. 

I*  Superiors  may  intermeddle  with  the  buGnefs  of  their 
inferiors,  (that  is,  of  fiich  as  are  fubjed  to  their  care  and 
chKrge,)  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  heedful  execution 
efibeir  office.  Magifirates  may  infped:  the  carriage, 
may  examine  the  doings,  may  reprehend  and  punifh  the 
ofiences  of  their  fubje6ts :  parents  may  advife,  rebuke, 
Jind  correA  their  children :  ipiritual  guides  and.  paflors 
may  admonifh  and  reprove^ their  flock.  Thefe  things 
while,  with  due  prudence,  equity,^  and  moderation,  they 
perform,  they  do  indeed  crpao-o-fiv  tol  'SiioLy  do  their  own  In^ 
Jinefii  it  is  their  proper  work,  to  which  God  hath  de- 
igned them,  and  which  reafon  exafteth  of  them ;.  they 
.are  appointed,  to  ufe  St.  Paul's  expreffion,  /o  a//am2  con- Rom.  xia. 
imuaily  upon  this  very  thing;  their  proceedings  there- ^* 
fore  are  not  to  ,be  charged  with  culpable  pragmatical- 
nefs.  / 

2.  In  any  cafe,  wherein  the  honour  and  intereft  of  God 
Js'  much  concerned,  we  may  interpofe  in  vindication  and 
maintenance  of  them.  If  any  man  dareth  to  blafpheme 
God's  name,  we  may  and  ought  to  (land  up  in  its  de- 
fence ;  if  any  man  difparageth  religion,  we  (hould  drive 
to  clear  its  repute;  if  any  man  impugneth  any  divine 
,  truth  of  moment,  we  (hould  endeavour  to  aiTert  it ;  if  any 
mian  notorioufly  tranfgrefTeth  God's  law,  we  may  difcoun- 
tenance  his  prefumption,  and  reprove  him  for  it :  every 
man  in  fuch  cafes,  as  God's  fubjed,  hath  not  only  a  com- 
miffion,  but  an  obligation ;  is  indeed  by  his  allegiance 
bound  to  ferve  God,  in  maintaining  the  honour  and  in- 
tereft of  his  empire :  it  is  foul  difloyalty,  it  is  pitiful  bafe- 
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8E^  M.  nefs  to  forbear  meddling  in  fuch  caStMK  Thus  have  good 
XXI.    men,  without  fear  or  (haxne,  defended  fdij^on  and  truths 

*  againft  the  mightieft  powers  and  moft  danjpnrons  bppdfr- 

pr.cvL9o.  tions  that  could  be:  xhmjioodup  Pkmeasyond  dxeiuM 
judgment f  not  only  chedung,  but  avenging  that  hrimw 
Ibandal :  thus  EUias  maintained  the  true  worfliip  of  God 
•gainft  all  the  corrupters  of  it»  the  kings  atid  whole  tau 
tion  of  Ifirael :  thus  the  Proph^  £d  not  forbear  to  tax 
the  wicked  manners  of  die  princes,  the  prieftsi  and  the 
peofk  in  their  tiroes  t  thus  St.  John  Baptift  did  not  (Hck 
tOTcprove  king  Herod  for  his  unlawfol  praftice:  fo  our 
Ssnour  cenfured  the  fuperftitious  and  hypobritioal  (bribes^ 
and  he  chaftifed  the  profaners  of  God*8  houfe?  fo^  in 
fine,  the  holy  Apoftles  refolutely  did  aflert  GodV  truth 
againft  all  the  world. 

3*  When  the  public  weal  and  fafety  are  manifeftty  ebuh 
cemed,  we  may  alfo  intenpeddle  to  fupport  or  fecuie 
them :  fo  may  we  rebuke  him  that  (landereth  or  re- 
proacheth  our  prince ;  we  may  check  him-  that  would 
break  the  peace,  we  may  impeach  him  that  violateth  the 

Tertttll.  laws,  conducing  to  public  welfare :  every  man  is  a  foldier 
againft  traitors  and  enemies  of  his  country;  every  man 
is  born  with  a  commiflion  to  defend  the  public  againft 
thofe  which  plot  its  ruin  or  harm  i  every  man  is  a  party 
for  his  prince  againft  rebels,  for  the  church  againft  fchif- 
matics,  for  the  law  againft  lawlefs  tranfgreflbrs,  for  com- 
mon peace  againft  thofe  who  outrageoufly  difturb  it : 
duty  to  our  fuperiors,  juftice  and  charity  to  mankind, 
juft  regard  to  our  own  wel&re,  allow  and  oblige  us  to 
fuch  meddling. 

4*  We  may  alfo  meddle  for  the  fuccour  of  right  agairil 
palpable  wrong  and  outrage:  we  may  help  an  honeft 
man  againft  a  thief  affaulting  him ;  we  may  guard  the 

y0^U9,  Ckrjf,  'AirJ^.  a\ 

9fi^  mM  ri  f9fuiy  myimtn  r5  wnf  x^^  %tk  riif  ^knynt^  &c,  Chyf.  ibid. 
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life  of  ally  in»  againft  ah  aflaffin;  ^e  piay  vindicate  the  SERll 
reputation  of  ah  innocent  perfon  afperfed  by  a  (landerous    ^^1* 
tongue ;,  as  Mofes^-^^i/ig  one  of  his  brethrenfuffer  wrongs  ABsytL%4. 
defendmir  him;  and  avenged  him  thai  urns  oppreffed,  and 
fmoie  the  Egyptian  ;  as  the  penitent  thief  rebuked  his  Luke  xiiB» 
<ioaipanion,  unjuAly  railing  upon  our  Saviours  the  com-^^ 
mon  intereft  of  juftice  and  charity^.do  not  only  excdfe^  but 
commend  meddling  in  fuch  cafes. 

5*  We  may  likewife  meddle  with  the  proceedings  of 
Others,  when  our  own  juft  defence  requireth  it:  we  jnay 
repel  thcrfe.who  attack  our  (afety  or  peace^  who  invade  or  Cam  mo* 
rifle  our  goods,  who  traduce  our  good  name ;  we  niayf,^!^ 
JBndeavour  to  defeat  their  plots,  and»to  reftrain  their  vio*><ute^ 
feace.    This  is  indeed  doing  our  own  bufinefs;  for  to 
pieferve  bur  life  with  its  conveniences  and  comfort^  to 
maintain  bur  right  and  juft  intereft,  to  keep  our  honour 
ted  reputation  clear  from  fcandal,  is  incumbent  upon  us  ; 
we  ore  naturally  the  patrons,  advocates,  and  guards  <^ 
lliofe  cmfiderable  goods  affigned  or  entrufted  to  us  by 
Providence* 

6»  When  the  life  or  welfare^  either  fpiritual  or  tempo* 
xa^  df  our  neighbour  is  deeply  cohc^ned,  and  cannot 
otherwife'  than,  by  our  aid  be  fupported  or  relieved,  vire 
may  lawfully  interpofe  to  yield  it :  if  we  fee  him  expof- 
ing  his  life  to  any  great  hazard,  or  engaging  hb  foul 
into  any  great  fin,  we  may  in  any  fair  way,  (by  admoni- 
tion, advice,  reproof,  politic  device,  harmlefs  force,)  with- 
crut  any  invitation  or  licence,  with  or  againft  his  wUl,  pre- 
Xume  to  reclaim  or  reftrain  him.    We  may  ftop  him  in 
his  career  to  ruin  or  grievous  mifchief,  we  may  withhold 
him  from  running  into  a  fnare,  or  tumbling  down  a  pre- 
cipice, or  drinking  in  poifon ;  we  may,  aa  St.  Jude  fpeak- 
^idkyjnatch  him  out  of  the  fire.    In  fuch  cafes  we  mayjadets. 
reafonably  fuppofe,  that  our  neighbour,  being  himfeIf,^*^JJ|J^ 
will  allow  us  to  meddle,  or  will  not  be  difpleafed  there- 
with ;  if  he  hath  not  his  wits  about  him,  we  may  fupply  invito  noa 
him  with  ours  in  fuch  exigence :  his  prefent  content  and^^'^^^ 
approbation  are  not  then  requifite,  he  not  being  in  condi-queproM 
tion  to  yield  them;  he  needetb  guardians,  and  oppoftu-§|^^|^[^' 
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SERM.  nity  conftituteth  us  in  that  office:  extreme  and  evident 

XXI.    need  will  not  only  excnfe  the  liberty  we  (hall  aflume,  but 

rariofis      it  obligeth  us  to  ufe  our  power  to  fave  him  ;  in  cafe  of 

hTnlL^dft.  "®g'«^>  ^^^^  ^^^^y  anfwer,  Am  Ipiy  brother* s  keeper?  i«^l 

it  J.         not  ierve  our  turn  K    We  may,  we  fliould^  it  is  not  only 

innocent,  but  juft  and  laudable  for  us  to  be  watchful  over 

our  neighbour's  concernment  and  deportment,  if  we  do  it 

out  of  pure  charity^  in  a  difcreet,  quiet,  and  gentle  roan* 

ner. 

.  7.  In  finis,  if  any  fignal  opportunity  of  doing  our  neigh- 
bour confiderable  good,  efpecially  to  his  foul,  doth  ofier 
itfelf,  we  may  lawfully;  we  (hould  in  charity  embrace  it: 
we  may  then  even  obtrude  upon  him  our  direAion  and 
Hiccour;  if  hel>e  fo  blind  as  not  to  difcem  our  good* 
will,  fo  peevifli  as  to  dUflike  our  proceeding,  fo  ingmtefiil 
as  not  to  thank  us  for  our  pains,  yet  our  good  intent  wiU 
juftiiy  us  before  God,  and  at  the  bar  of  reaibn :  and  we 
have,  to  countenance  us  therein,  the  common  example  of 
good  men,  who,  for  doing  thus,  have  worthily  been  ac^ 
counted  the  friends  and  benefactors  of  mankind* 

In  thefe  and  the  like  cafes  we  may,  without  ofiending, 
intermeddle ;  in  doing  fo  we  may  indeed  truly  be  (aid  to 
be  quiet,  and  to  do  our  own  bufinefs';  becaufe  there  is 
no  exorbitancy  or  diforder  in  fuch  proceeding,  becaufe 
God's  law  and  found  reafon  have  appropriated  thefe 
things  to  us,  and  made  them  our  concernment.  There  is 
no  bufinefs  more  proper  or  pertinent  to  us,  than  that 
wherein  we  labour  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  or  to 
procure  the  good  of  men ;  this  is  the  principal  delign  of 
our  being,  and  therefore  employment  therein  cannot  mif-» 
become  us :  but  we  muft  however  in  fuch  cafes  take  heed 
that  our  pretences  are  real  and  well  grounded,  that  our 
proceedings  are  regular  and  fair:  we  muft  not  take  or 
ufe  fuch  liberty  malicioufly ;  we  muft  never,  out  of  by- 
pocritical  pretence  to  the  maintenance  of  God's  honour, 

rw,  &c.   Vid.  Ckryf.  *A»I^.  1.  tom.  ii.  Or.  59.  in  Mat,  Orat.  77,  78,   ht  JtHu 
Or.  15,  m  ^k  Or.  19.  Chyf,  in  Ttt.  Or.  5.   in  Htinr.  Or.  30,^ 
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•f  public  good,  of  judice,  truth,  or  peace,  be  irregularly  SERM, 
pragmatical  or  turbulent :  this  is  to  be  doubly  bad,  add-^^XL 
iog  to  the  irregularity  of  oflence,  the  wickednefs  of 
firatid  and  malice.  / 

I.  We  (hould  never,  out  of  ambition,  covetous  defire, 
or  felf-conceit,  fo  meddle  as  to  invade  any  man's  office, 
pr  to  aflume  the  exercife  of  it.  A  private  man  fhould 
not  prefume  to  aft  the  prince  or  the  ftatefman,  offering 
to  control  thofe  who  are  not  under  him,  to  deliberate,  de- 
bate, determine,  or  pafs  cenfure  about  political  affairs  or 
occurrences.  A  layman  (hould  not  intrude  himfelf  to 
adminifier  the  facred  funftions  of  authoritative  teaching, 
of  difpenfing  the  facraments,  of  exercifing  fpiritual  cen- 
fures,  of  defining  theological  controverfies,  which  are 
committed  to  the  guides  and  paftors  of  the  church.  No 
man  ihould  fet  himfelf  upon  the  tribunal  to  judge,  or  un* 
dertake,  without  licence  or  invitation,  to  arbitrate  the 
caufes  of  others :  doing  thus  is  to  encroach  upon  Grod^ 
and  to  ufurp  upon  man :  we  encroach  upon  God,  affum-^ 
ing  to  ourfelves  powers  not  derived  from  his  order,  and 
dderting  the  Ration  affigned  us  by  his  providence ;  we 
ufurp  upon  man,  exercifing  authority  over  him,  which  he 
13  not  bound  to  (loop  unto. 

..  a.  We  fliould  not,  without  call  or  allowance,  meddle 
widi  our  fuperiors,  fo  as  to  advife  them,  to  reprehend 
them^  to  blame  or  inveigh  againft  their  proceedings ;  for 
this  18  to  confound  the  right  order  of  things,  to  trefpafs 
beyond  the  bounds  of  our  calling  and  ftation,  to  do 
wrong,  not  only  to  them,  but  to  the  public,  which  is 
concerned  in  the  upholding  their  power  and  refpe£t':  it 
is  indeed  a  worfe  fault  than  affuming  the  enfigns  of  their 
dignity,  or  counterfeiting  their  (lamps ;  for  that  is  but  to 
borrow  the  femblance,  tibis  is  to  enjoy  the  fubdance  of 
their  authority. 

Nothing  in  this  bufy  and  licentious  age  is  more  ufual, 
than  for  private  men  to  invade  the  office,  to  exercife  the 
duties,  to  canvafs  and  control  the.  siftions  of  their  fupe- 
riors; difcuffing  what  they  ought  to  do,  and  prefcribing 
laws  to  them;  taxing  what  is  done  by  them ;  murmuring 

VOL.  I.  H  h 
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SERM.  at  their  decrees,  and  inveighing  againft  their  proceedings: 
XXI.  every  one  is  finding  holes  in  the  ftate,  and  picking  quar* 
rels  with  the  condud:  of  political  affairs:  every  one  is 
reforming  and  fettling  the  public  according  to  noodeb 
framed  in  his  own  conceit.  Things,  faith  one,  are  oat  of 
order ;  the  confiitution  is  very  defe£live,  and  ought  to  bo 
correAed ;  fuch  a  law  in  all  reafon  (hould  be  repealed^ 
and  fuch  an  one.  ena^d ;  here  our  llatefmen  were  out  of 
their  politics,  and  there  our  lawgivers  failed  in  point  of 
equity  or  prudence.  No,  clamours  another  no  lefs  eager- 
ly, all  things  ftand  as  well  as  can  be ;  nothing  can  be 
amended,  or  ought  to  be  altered ;  our  eftabliihment  in  all 
refpe6l8  is  more  perfe^  than  Plato's  commonwealth,  or 
the  fiate  of  Utopia.  Thus  doth  each  man  appoint  binr* 
felf  counfellor  of  fiate,  and  turns  legiilator  withottt  anjr 
call  from  the  king,  or  choice  of  the  country :  every  one 
fnatcheth  at  the  fceptre,  and  invefts  himfelf  with  the  feiub* 
tor's  robe :  every  one  afteth  a  prince  and  a  bifhop,  or  in- 
deed is  rather  a  cenfbr  and  controller  of  both  orders  ;  not 
confidering  the  wrong  he  committeth,  nor  the  arrc^noe 
he  praAifeth,  nor  the  niirchiefs  which  naturally  enfue 
upon  fuch  demeanour :  for  to  direft  or  to  check  go-- 
vernors  is  in  effeft  to  exauftorate  or  depofe  them,  fubfti- 
tuting  ourfelves  in  their  room  :  and  what  greater  injury 
can  we  do  them  or  the  public  ?  To  fix  or  reverfe  laws  be- 
longeth  to  the  higheft  authority  and  deepeft  wifdom, 
which  it  is  enormous  prefumption  for  us  to  arrogate  to 
ourfelves :  by  attempting  fuch  things  we  confound  the 
ranks  of  men,  and  courfe  of  things ;  we  ruffle  the  world, 
we  fupplant  public  tranquillity;  and  what  greater  mif- 
chief  than  this  can  we  do  among  men  ? 

It  is  the  bufinefs  and  duty  of  thofe  whom  God  hath 
conftituted  his  reprefentatives  and  minifters  to  deliberate 
and  conclude  what  is  to  be  done ;  and  for  the  due  per- 
formance of  their  charge  they  are  accountable  to  their 
mafter,  not  to  us;  Nobis  ohfequit  gloria  reli&a  e/l^;  our 
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diity  ftod  our  privilege  (for  fo  it  is^  if  we  could  underfluid  SBRM. 
it^  it  bting  (blt  more  eafy  and  fafe)  it  is  to  fubmit  and    ^^\ 
obey  with  quiet  and  patience;  if  we  do  more^  we  are 
therein  irregular^  and  no  lefs  undutiful  to  God  than  to 
our  fuperiora;  we  forget  thofe  divine  rules  and.  precepts.; 
fyhere  the  word  of  a  king  is,  there  is  power  ;  and  who  may  Ecckf.  viii. 
fay  to  Um,  What  doefi  thou  ?    Submit  yourf elves  to  «'c»y(pet.ii.i8 
ordtnance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  fake.    Do  all  things  wiik^^^' 
out  murmurings  and  difputings.    We  confider  not  what^  *  *  "* 
judgments  are  denounced  upon  thofe  whofe  chara&er  it 
it  to  defpife government y  to  he  prefumptuous  andfelf-wiUedf^Vet^iU lo. 
net  to  he  afraid  tofpeak  evil  of  dignities. 

We  do  not  weigh  the  nature  of  the  things  we  meddlo* 
witb^  nor  the  advantages  of  the  perfons  whom  we  tax^ 
nor  our  own  incapacity  to  judge  rightly  about  them* 
There  is  a  kind  of  facrednefs  in  the  myfteries  of  flate : 
as  the  myfteries  of  &ith  do  furpafs  natural  reafon,  fo  do 
thofe  of  fiate  tranfcend  vulgar  capacity :  as  priefis  by  fpe* 
cial  grace  are  qualified  beft  to  underfland  the  one,  fo  are 
princes  by  like  peculiar  alfiftance  enabled  to  penetrate  the 
former.  He  that  employeth  them  in  that  great  work  of 
governing  the  worlds  and  maketh  them  inftruments  of 
his  providence,  is  not  wanting  in  affording  to  them  di- 
reftion  and  aid  needful  for  the  difcharge  of  their  duty ; 
wJbenoe  their  judgments  of  things  are  fomewhat  more 
than  human,  and  their  words  may  with  us  pafs  for  oracu* 
lar;  ^  divine  fentence^  the  wife  King  faid,  i;  in  the  ZipsProv.zvi, 
rf  the  king ;  his  mouth  tranfgreffeth  not  in  judgment.  ^^' 
According  to  the  ordinary  reafon  of  things,  tliey  are  bed 
able  to  judge  of  fuch  things,  being,  by  reafon  of  their 
eminent  ftation,  able  to  difcem  more  and  farther  than 
others;  having  by  experience  and  condant  practice  ac<* 
qidred  a  truer  infight  into  things,  and  a  better  fkill  to 
manage  them :  whereas  we  being  placed  beneath  in  a 
valley,  can  have  no  good  profpe£t  upon  the  grounds  and 
cauies  of  their  refolutions  and  proceedings  :  we,  for  want 
of  fufficient  ule  and  exercife,  cannot  (kill  to  balance  the 
contrary  weights  and  reafons  of  things ;  to  furmount  the 
diflkoltiei  and  rubs,  to  unfold  the  knots  and  intrigues^ 
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SERM.  which  occur  in  afiairs  of  that  kind;  we  cannot  eaqped; 
^^^*  thofe  fpecial  influences  of  light  and  ftrength  from  heaven 
toward  judging  of  afiairs,  which  do  not  properly  concern 
ua:  wherefore  we  are  altogether  incompetent  judges, « 
aqd  impertinent  dealers  about  thofe  things;  it  is  great 
odds,  that  in  doing  fo  we  fhall  miftake  and  mifbehave 
ourfelves;  we  confequently  do  vainly  and  naughtily  to 
-meddle  with  them.  If  the  love  of  public  good  doth 
tranfport  us,  let  us  reftrain  ourfelves* 

3.  We  ihould  not  indeed  fo  much  as  meddle  with  the 
affairs  of  our  equals,  (thofe  I  mean  not  who  do  equal  us 
in  dignity  or  worth,  but  all  fuch  who  are  not  fubje£t  to 
our  command  or  charge,  however  otherwife  inferior  to 
us :  thofe,  I  fay,  we  fliould  not  meddle  with,)  fo  as  to- 
control  or  crofs  them ;  to  direft,  or  check,  or  cenfure 
their  proceedings  againft  their  will,  or  without  fpecial 
reafon  engaging  us  thereto :  for  this  is  alfo  to  ufurp  an 
undue  authority,  this  argueth  felf-conceit,  this  containeth 
immodefty  and  arrogance. 

4.  We  (hould  not,  without  the  defire  or  leave  of  par-* 
ties  concerned,  intermeddle  in  the  fmaller  temporal  inte- 
refts  of  others,  upon  pretence  to  further  them,  or  with 
deiign  to  crofs  them ;  for  every  man  {hould  be  left  to 
himfelf  to  choofe  and  to  manage  his  own  bufinefs,  profe- 
cuting  it  in  the  method  he  beft  liketh,  (confident  with 
law  and  juftice  toward  others,)  without  interruption  or 
control :  every  man  hath  a  right  to  do  fo,  every  man  dc- 
fireth  it,  every  man  commonly  hath  a  capacity  fufficient 
for  it ;  for  each  man  is  apt  to  (ludy  his  own  bufinefs,  Xj^ 
weigh  his  cafe,  to  poife  his  abilities  with  the  circum- 
ftances  in  which  he  ftandeth ;  and  thence  is  likely  to  get 
righter  notions  concerning  the  date  of  his  affairs,  to  de- 
fcry  better  ways  of  accomplifhing  them,  than  others  leff 
regarding  them  can  do  :  every  man  is  bed  acquainted 
with  his  own  humour  and  temper,  and  thence  can  pick 
his  bufinefs,  and  wind  the  management  of  it,  fo  that  it 
fhall  comply  with  them,  or  not  grate  upon  them.  How- 
ever, as  every  man  in  point  of  intered  and  honour  is  mofl 
concerned  in  the  fuccefis^  and  fuffereth  mod  by  firufiration 
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of  his  endeavours,  fo  it  is  equal  that  a  free  choice  of  his  SERM. 
proceedings  fhould  be  allowed  him,  without  impediment    XXI. 
or  difturbance  ;  which  enjoying,  he  will  more  contentedly 
beir  any  difappointment  that  (hall  happen.    This  efpe- 
cially  we  fay,  in  refpeft  to  matters  of  leffer  confequence,  ^ 

(fuch  as  moft  worldly  interefts  are,)  by  the  ill  fuccefs 
whereof  our  neighbour  is  not  extremely  damaged  or 
hurt ;  for  in  fuch  cafes  the  immodefty  and  arrogancy  of 
meddlii^,  with  the  vexation  and  trouble  it  is  apt  to  work; 
do  commonly  much  outweigh  any  benefit  we  can  prefume 
by  our  meddling  to  procure. 

5.  We  fhould  not  indeed  ever  in  matters  of  indifferent 
and  innocent  nature  fo  far  meddle,  as,  without  confidera* 
ble  reafon  or  need,  to  infringe  any  man's  liberty,  to  crofs 
his  humour,  to  ob(lru6t  his  pleafure^  however  difcordant 
thefe  may  be  to  our  judgment  and  palate.  Every  man 
hath  a  particular  guft  for  diet,  for  garb,  for  divertifements 
and  difports,  (arifing  from  particular  complexion,  or  other 
unaccountable  caufes,)  and  fit  it  is  that  he  (faould  fatisfy 
it;  it  is  enough  that  what  he  doeth  feemeth  good,  and  re* 
liiheth  to  himfelf :  if  we  check  him  therein,  we  (hall  feem 
impertinent  and  troublefome,  and  therefore  we  (hall  really 
be  fo ;  for  it  is  not  our  office  to  be  taflers,  to  be  dreflers, 
to  be  mafliers  of  the  fports  to  all  men  :  we  in  fuch  mat- 
ters would  pleafe  our  own  fancy,  and  therefore  we  fhould 
not  about  them  offend  others ;  it  is  incivility,  it  is  injuflicc. 
to  do  it. 

6.  We  fhould  never  offer  to  put  a  force  upon  any 
man^s  inclination,  or  flrive  to  bend  it  unto  a  compliance 
with  ours  •  in  attempting  that  we  fhall  commonly  be 
difappointed,  and  we  (hall  never  come  fairly  off:  for  fome 
are  fo  tough,  they  will  never  yield  to  us ;  none  will  com- 
ply againft  the  grain,  without  regret  and  difpleafure :  if 
you  extort  a  compliance  with  your  defire,  you  thereby  do 
lofe  their  good  opinion  and  good  will ;  for  no  man  liketh 
to  be  overborne  with  violence  or  importunity. 

7.  We  fhould  not  in  converfation  meddle  fo  as  to  im- 
pofe  our  opinions  and  conceits  upon  others  :  in  converfa- 
tion with  our  equals^  we  have  a  liberty  to  propound  our 
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9ERM.  judgment)  Und  declare  our  reafons  for  it;  but  if  onr  judg«> 
XXI.  meat  doth  not  take,  nor  our  reafons  perfnade,  we.fliouU 
have  done ;  to  prefs  farther  is  rude,  to  be  diipleafed  for  it 
is  vsun,  to  be  angry  or  violent  is  unjuft  j  for  by  the  law 
of  conver&tion  every  roan  taketh.himfelf  to  have  an  oMb** 
lute  right  to  ufe  and  follow  his  own  reafon ;  and  he  that 
bS^&a  to  deprive  any  man  thereof,  will  pafs  for  a  petty 
tyrant,  a  clown,  or  an  idiot.  To  retain  liie  fittisfaAioB 
which  our  own  perfuafion  afibrdeth,  is  enough  to  content 
a  juft  and  fober  tnind,  without  triumphing  over  the  un* 
derftandings  of  others. 

8.  We  ihould  not  ordinarily  in  converfe  affeft  or  un- 
dertake to  teach ;  for  this  implies  a  pretence  t0  a  kinil  of 
.fuperiority,  and  a  preferring  ourfelves  to  others  in  wiA 
dom ;  which  aigueth  vanity,  suid  is  ofTenfive  to  «b0fe  with 
whom  we  converfe,  who  care  npt  to  be  dealt  with  as  ^f- 
ciples  or  underlings.    We  may  with  our  equals  moddUy 
difpute  the  cafe  upon  even  groisnd,  as  fellow* ftudents  of 
knowledge,  or  advocates  «af  truth;   but  we  «Duft  not 
peremptorily  diftate,  or  pronounce  with  a,utftiority,  lifae 
mafters  or  judges. 
Ncc  quid        9.  We  fliould  indeed  be  cautious  of  interrupting  any 
^^domus  n»an*8  difcourfe,  or  of  taking  bis  words  out  of  his  DK>utb : 
alia  per  te  for  this  is  a  rudc  way  of  difpofllbffing  men  of  that  which 
Hier.Ep.  a.l>y  common  law  of  fociety  they  fuppofe  thenvfelves  to  en- 
joy, fpeaking  their  mind  through,  and  perfeAing  their 
difcourfe ;  it  is  an  implicit  accufation  of  impertinency  or 
weaknefs  in  their  fpeech ;  it  is  an  argument  that  we  deem 
ourfelves  wifer  than  they,  or  able  to  fpeak  more  to  the 
purpofe :  it  is  therefore  an  unfociable  and  diftaftefol  prac- 
tice. 

10.  We  fliould  be  careful  of  intrenching  upon  any  man's 
modefty  in  any  way,  either  of  commendation  or  difpra^e, 
fo  as  to  put  him  to  the  blufli,  or  to  expofe  him  unto  fccmi. 
Sober  men  care  not  to  be  the  fubjed:s  of  talk ;  no  roan 
can  endure  to  be  the  objefl:  of  fport :  we  fliould  not  there- 
fore thruft  any  man  upon  the  ftage ;  it  is  vexatious,  and 
therefore  always  difcourteous,  fometimes  very  injurious. 

11.  It  is  good  to  be  very  (launch  and  qautioua^of  talk- 
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iog  about  other  men  and  their  concernments^  in  way  of  SERH. 
paffing  chara^iers  on  them^  or  defcanting  upon  their  pro*     ^^^* 
ceedings  for  want  of  other  difcourfe :  this  is  the  common 
refuge  of  idlenefs^  and  the  prance  of  fiddling  goffips^ 
who,  becaufe  th6y  will  do  nothing  themfelves,  muft  be 
reflefting  upon  the  doings  of  others ;  and  that  they  may 
not  fay  nothing,  will  talk  impertinently :  fhiiapot  1^  vsqUp^ 
yoi,  St.  Paul  well  coupleth  together,  that  is,  frivolous  tat^ 
tiers  (md  Itify-ljodies  ;  and  withal,  faith  be  of  fuch  goflip- 
lag  women,  i  Tim.  v.  13.  they  learn  to  be  idle,  wandering 
about  from  houfe  to  houfe ;  and  not  only  idle,  but  tattlers 
9lfiy,  and  Imfy-bodiesy/peaking  things  which  they  ought  not. 
To  aff^  talking  about  others  is  indeed  a  great  tempta- 
tion to  fpeaking  things  which  we  ought  not  to  fpeak^  yid.  cfaryf. 
words  of  unjuft  and  uncharitable  obloquy.  »»  Heb. 

I  a.  Further;  we  (hould  not  be  inquifitive  into  the  de-Oiat.  «k 
SgOB  of  men;  for  this,  befide  the  vain  curiofity  and  imper- 
tinency  of  fo  doing,  is  to  aflail  their  modefty,  and  an  ad- 
feature  to  vex  both  them  and  ourfelves :  thy  neighbour 
periiaps,  as  mod  advifed  men  are,  is  defirous  to  keep  his  percontato- 
purpofe  clofe  to  himfelf;   then  by  inquiry  thou  either  "^^"^  ^"S^*<*- 
forced  him  unwillingly  to  difclofe  what  he  would  not,  or 
tOi  give  thee  a  repulfe,  which  he  liketh  not  to  do ;  and 
which  whenever  he  doth,  he  is  difpleafed :  what  is  pumped 
out  comes  up  againft  nature,  and  bringeth  regret  with  it ;  duxcnvrk 
and  if  we  cannot  get  any  thing  out,  we  yet  caufe  difturb-  '^•jj"  *«••- 
aooe  within ;  and  ourfelves  are  not  well  fatisfied  in  the 
dUappointment. 

13.  We  fliould  not  prefs  into  the  retirements  of  men ; 
to  do  fo  is  not  only  immodell  and  rude,  but  unjuft :  it  is 
immodeft  to  defire  to  know  from  any  man  what  he  is 
afiiamed  or  unwilling  to  fhew :  it  is  rude  to  difturb  any 
Hian  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  lawful  freedom,  to  interrupt  Arcanum 
him  in  his  conver&tion  with  himfelf,  to  obftru6l  his  pri-  jbratabcris 
vate  latisfa£Uons :  it  is  unjuft  to  bereave  a  man  of  that  uiUus  un- 
kdfure  and  opportunity  which  he  pofleiTeth,  of  doing  thatco^if. 
which  he  beft  liketh,  and  perhaps  is  greatly  concerned  in ;  f"n»quc 
of  enjoying  his  own  thoughts,  of  meditating  upon  his  vino  tortus 
coQC^ns^  of  examining  his  ways^  of  compofing  his  paf-  ^^  "^ 
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SEftM.  fions,  of  ftudying  truth,  of  devotion  and  interoourfe  with 

XXL    bis  God,  of  contriving  and  carrying  on  in  any  wife  thci 

'  welfare  of  his  own  foul.    Why  doth  he  retire,  but  to 

fhun  diverfion,  or  that  he  may  be  mailer  of  his  time  and 

thoughts  ?   Why  then  are  we  fo  unkind,  or  fo  unjuft,  as 

to  deprive  him  of  thofe  contents  and  advantages  ? 

T4.  We  (hould  not  pry  or  peep  into  men's  fecrets^  it 
is  a  practice  upon  many  accounts  blameable* 

It  is  commonly  impertinent  curiofity;  for  men  hide 
things,  becaufe  they  do  not  think. others  concerned  td 
know  them ;  the  concealment  argueth  their  opinion  to 
be  fuch,  and  confequently  that  he  is  fondly  curious  Who 
would  fearch  into  them  :  IVhy^  faid  he  well  to  one,  who, 
feeing  him  carry  a  bafket  covered,  did  a(k  what  was  in  x^ 
doji  thoufeek  to  know,  when  thoufeeji  it  covered^  thai  thou 
maye/l  not  know  ^  f 

It  is  foully  difcourteous,  becaufe  o&niively  depriviiig 
men  of  the  fatis&£tion  they  take  in  concealing  their  mat- 
ters; encroaching  upon  the  innocent  freedoms  which  they 
would  enjoy,  without  rendering  account  to  any;  trefpaff- 
ing  upon  their  baihfulnefs,  or  frufirating  their  difcretion ; 
for  therefore  men  choofe  to  keep  things  dofe,  becaufe 
they  like  not,  or  judge  it  not  expedient,  to  declare  them. 
Ecelef.  Tii.  Take  no  heed  unto  all  words  that  are  fpoken,  le/i  thou  heat 
thy  fervant  curfe  thee. 

It  is  alfo  grofsly  injurious  to  deal  thus ;  for  it  is  a  rob* 
bery  of  what  is  mod  dear  to  men ;  which  they  with  niiore 
care  referve  and  guard,  than  they  do  their  gold  or  their 
jewels :  fo  that  to  break  open  the  clofet  of  a  man's  breaft, 
to  ranfack  his  mind,  to  pilfer  away  his  thoughts,  his  af- 
feAions,  his  purpofes,  may  well  be  deemed  a  worfe  (brt 
of  b.urglary  or  theft,  than  to  break  open  doors,  to  rifle 
trunks,  or  to  pick  pockets. 

It  is  a  practice  in  the  common  opinion  of  men  worthily 
efteemed  very  difhoneft  and  treacherous ;  for  men  gene« 
rally  do  fuppofe  each  other  to  be  under  a  tacit,  but  well- 
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miderftood  cofnpa6k,  obliged  mutually  (as  they  tender  SERM; 
greatly  the  retarning  their  own  fecrets,  fo)  to  abftain  from    ^^^' 
attempting  to  difcover  the  fccrets  of  others ;  to  do  other- 
wife  is  therefore  taken  for  an  aft  of  perfidious  enmity, 
and  a  violation  of  mutual  confidence. 

In  fine^  to  peep  into  chinks,  to  liften  at  doors  or  win-* 
dows,  to  mind  whifpers,  to  dive  into  letters  and  papers^ 
and  the  like  praftices,  are  the  pra£tices  of  infidious  eves- 
droppers,  fpies,  and  fycophants,  which  common  humanity 
will  not  endure. 

Yea,  if  the  knowledge  of  what  our  neighbour  would 
conceal  doth  cafually  arrive  to  us,  it  is  advifable  to  fmo- 
ther  it,  it  is  inhumanity  to  reveal  it  to  his  prejudice.  To 
reveal  JecreiSj  is  a  pra£tic6  condemned  in  Scripture  as 
odious  and  bafe.  He  that  goeth  about  as  a  tale-learer^Vwv.xx^ 
revealeth  fecrets,  A  tale-hearer  reveaUth  fecrets  ;  ^<  fepro?.xLis. 
that  is  of  a  faithful  fpirit  concealeth  the  matter. 

Not  to  take  up,  or  fcatter  reports  prejudicial.  Ecclus.  M4ir*r« 


"  A  wife  man  would  not  willingly  any  wife  know  the  fe-' 
crets  of  others,  but  gladly  would  fhun  them,  although  ;^r«TMi 
ofiering  themfelves  to  his  knowledge ;  that  he  may  be 
freed  from  the  burden  of  keeping  them,  and  the  danger 
of  venting  them,  to  the  diftafte,  wrong,  or  prejudice  of 
others :  and  he  is  commended  for  his  difcretion,  who,  to 
a  prince  afking  him,  fVhat  of  his  hejhould  impart  to  him  ? 
replied.  Whatever  you  pleqfe,  except  your  fecrets  ^.  Them 
be  well  thought  unfafe  to  keep,  and  dangerous  to  utter. 
How  fooliih  then  is  it  voluntarily  to  intrude,  or  careftdly 
to  fearch  into  them ! 

15.  We  fhould  not  lie  in  wait  to  furprife  or  catch  any 
man  at  advantage,  to  overthrow  him  when  he  trips,  to 
infult  upon  his  miftake  or  his  difafier ;  to  do  thus  is  al- 
w^ays  ill  manners,  it  is  fometimes  barbarous  inhumanity. 
Goodnefs  in  fuch  cafes  would  difpofe  a  man  to  fupportj 
relieve,  and  comfort  another,  if  he  demandeth,  or  his  cafe 
needeth  fuch  meddling. 

*  Philippides  apud  Plut.  in  Apoph.  ad  Lyfimach.  Ttvit  ^t^  ttrtf,  rw  IfUi* 
fUTi^  ;  jMMSiWf ,  O^  fi^Kt*  wXhf  rm  aiir$ffiirtn. 


474        (^QidBinefs,anddoif^^uroumBt^tneft 

SERM.  i6.  LafUy;  we  fhbdd  never,  at  leaft  "with  mueh  ^onkA- 
^^^'  no&y  meddle  with  affiurs  more  prc^rly  belonging  to 
others^  and  which  we  do  not,  or  may  not  handfomely 
pretend  to  underftand  fo  well  as  others ;  fuch  are  afiairs 
befide  our  profeffion,  which  if  we  underftand  not,  it  is  a 
feUy,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  to  treat  of  them  ;  if  we 
do  underfland  them,  it  is  yet  undecentto  contefl  or  di^te 
about  them,  in  the  prefence  at  kail  of  thofe  who  profefs 
them :  thus  (hould  private  men  beware,;  at  leaft  in  that 
magifterial  or  eager  way,  to  meddle  with  political  afiairS) 
illiterate  men  with  fcholaftical,  laymen  with  dieological, 
unexperienced  men  with  any  fuch  matters,  thecompre* 
benfion:  whereof  dependeth  upon  (kill  and  exercife :  no 
man  iliould  be  forward  to  meddle  with  things  extraneous 
to  his  way  and  calling :  doing  fo  is  wont  to  create  much 
offence,,  it  bath  ufually  much  imraodefiy  and  much  folly 
in  it ;  often  it  contaiaeth  much  injuftice. 
.  Thefe  are  fome  more  general  rules  concerning  the  mat* 
ter  in  hand :  I  (hould  now,  if  time  did  permit,  infift  upon 
Ibme  particular  kinds  of  meddling,  advicBy  reproof,,  inter • 
pofing  in  contefts  ;  but,  in  regard  to  your  patience,^  I  fhall 
proceed  no  farther  at  prefent* 


.5P?a 


SERMON  XXIL 


OF  QUIETNESS,  AND  DOING  OUR  OWN 
BUSINESS. 


I  Thbss.  iv.  ti. 

And  that  yejhdy  to  le  quiet ^  and  to  do  ycur  otvn  Imfineji. 

JlN  a  former  difcourfe  upon  thefe  words,  I  have  already  SERM. 
Aewed,  XXII. 

I.  In  what  cafes  it  is  allowable  or  commendable  to 
meddle  with  the  affairs  of  others. 

II.  Next,  I  propounded  fome  general  rules  concerning 
this  matter,  accordii^  to  which  we  may  difcem  in  what 
cafes  meddling  with  the  affairs  of  others  is  commonly 
blameable.    Thus  far  I  have  proceeded. 

III.  I  fhall  now  give  fome  direftions  concerning  parti- 
cular kinds  of  meddling.  And  becaufe  they  are  many, 
I  ihall  at  prefent  only  infift  upon  three ;  (referring  others 
to  other  occafions  :)  they  are,  advice,  reproof,  interpqfing 
in  contefls,  and  contentions. 

I.  Ajs  to  meddling  in  advice,  we  may  do  well  to  ob- 
ferve  thefe  dire^ons. 

I.  Advife  not  (except  upon  call)  a  fuperior,  or  one 
more  eminent  than  thyfelf  in  authority,  in  dignity,  or  in 
age :  far  he  that  offereth  to  advife,  doth  thereby  claim  to 
himfelf  a  kind  of  fuperiority,  or  excellence^  above  an* 
other;  and  it  is  not  well  confifieht  with  the  reverence  and 
J«%eft  due  to  our  betters  to  leem  to  do  fp.    Tbey  Ihould 
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SERM.  be  wifer  than  we;  at  leaft  it  becometh  us  not  to  declare 
XXII.  we  think  they  are  not.  If  they  afk  advice,  we  may  with- 
out prefumption  give  it,  fuppofing  it  to  be  not  fo  much 
their  defe6k  of  knowledge  as  prudent  caution,  which 
maketh  them  willing  to  hear  what  any  man  can  fay  to 
the  cafe :  but  to  obtrude  it  on  them  argueth  we  think 
them  to  need  it,  and  ourfelves  able  to  dire£t  them  5  which 
is  prefumption,  and  will  pafs  for  arrogance. 

a.  We  (hould  not  indeed,  with  any  violence  or  impor- 
tunity, thruft  advice  upon  our  equals,  or  upon  any  man 
not  fubjed  to  our  charge,  who  is  unwilling  to  receive  it ; 
for  this  is  alfo  an  exalting  ourfelves  in  (kill  and  wifdom 
above  him,  and  implieth  a  contemptuous  opinion  con- 
cerning his  knowledge ;  that  he  is  fo  weak  as  to  need 
advice,  and  yet  more  weak  in  not  feeking  it  when  needful 
from  us ;  which  praftice  confifteth  not  with  modefty,  and 
needs  muft  breed  offence  :  it  is  indeed  unjuft  ;  for  ev^ 
man  of  right  is  to  be  allowed  to  a6l  by  his  own  advice, 
'.  and  to  choofe  his  own  counfellors. 

3.  Be  not  obftinate  in  preffing  advice :  if  he  that  afketh 
thy  counfel  do  not  like  it,  defift  from  urging  farther,  and 
reft  content.  If  thou  haft  performed  the  part  of  a  faithr 
ful  friend,  of  a  good  man,  of  a  charitable  Chriftian,  in  ad- 
vifing  what  feemeth  beft  to  thee,  that  may  abundantly 
fatisfy  thee ;  for  the  reft,  ipfe  videritj  it  is  his  concern- 
ment more  than  thine  :  if  thou  pretendeft  that  he  muft 
follow  thy  advice,  or  art  difpleafed  becaufe  he  doth  not 
fo,  thou  makeft  thyfelf  a  commander,  not  a  counfellor ; 
the  which  to  appoint  thee  was  befide  his  intention ;  he 
meant  to  feek  thy  help,  not  to  forfeit  his  own  liberty;  and 
thou  art  not  juft  in  pretending  to  fo  much. 

4.  AfTeft  not  to  be  a  counfellor,  nor  let  any  confidera- 
tions,  except  of  friendftiip,  humanity,  or  charity,  eafily 
difpofe  thee  to  accept  the  office:  it  is  not  worth  the 
while  to  undertake  it  as  a  matter  of  reputation,  or  becaufe 
it  feemeth  to  argue  a  good  opinion  concerning  thy  fkill 
and  ability ;  for  it  is  a  critical  and  dangerous  thing  to  ad-r 
vife,  becaufe  if  the  bufinefs  fucceedeth  well  according  to 
thy  advice,  the  principal  ufually  carrieth  away  the  profit 
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and  the  praife;  his  judgment,  his  iiidufhy,  his  fortune  SERM.' 
are  applauded ;  little  commendation  or  benefit  accrueth    ^U. 
to  the  counfellor :  but  if  it  profper  not,  the  main  weight  """""'^ 
of  blame  is  furely  laid  upon  him  that  advifed  the  courfe. 
If  you,  faith  the  party,  and  fay  the  lookers  on,  had  not 
thus  dire&ed,  it  had  not  thus  fallen  out. 

5.  Wherefore  it  is  commonly  expedient  not  to  advife 
otherwife  thatf  with  refervation  and  diffidence :  it  is,  we 
may  fay,  the  mod  probable  courfe  I  know,  but  I  queftion 
whether  it  will  fucceed ;  I  hope  well  of  it,  but  do  not 
thoroughly  confide  therein.  This  modeft  and  difcreet 
way,  whatever  the  event  (hall  be,  will  fhelter  thee  from 
blame  ;  yea,  will  advance  the  reputation  of  thy  fagacity : 
for  if  it  fail,  thy  reafon  to  fufpe£t  will  be  approved;  if  it 
profper,  the  goodnefs  of  thy  judgment  will  be  applauded: 
whereas  the  confident  direSor,  if  fuccefs  crofleth  his  ad- 
vice, is  exclaimed  upon  for  his  rafhnefs;  if  fuccefs  favour- 
eth,  he  is  not  yet  admired  for  his  wifdom,  becaufe  he 
feemed  to  be  fure ;  it  being  more  admirable  to  guefs  the 
bed  among  doubtful  things,  than  to  determine  that  which 
]»  certain.     So  much  for  meddling  about  advice. 

II.  For  reproofs  (which  is  neceflary,  and  a  duty  upon 
fome  occafions,)  we  may  do  well  to  follow  thefe  direc- 
tions. 

I.  Reprove  not  a  fuperior;  for  it  is  exercifing  a  power Levit.  six. 
over  him,  and  a  punifliing  him  ;  we  thereby  therefore  do  ^v^  ^ 
foar  above  our  pitch,  we  confound  ranks,  and  pervert  then, 
order  fettled  among 'men;  the  practice  containeth  irre- 
verence and  prefumption,  it  feemeth  injurious,  and  is  ever 
odious.     What  the  minifters  of  God,  or  fpiritual  paftors, 
do  in  this  kind,  they  do  it  by  fpecial  commiffion,  or  in- 
ftincl,  (as  the  prophets  in  reprehending  princes  and  priefts,  ^ 
as  St.  John  Baptid  in  reproving  Herod ;)  or  as  ordinary 
fuperiors  in  the  cafe  of  fpiritual  guidance,  being  fet  over  Heb.  xiH. 
us  for  that  purpofe,  and  watching  for  our  fouls,  for  which  *^' 
they  mtift  render  an  account :  yet  they  muft  do  it  with 
great  moderation  and  difcretion :  UpeirSirri^  (uyj  In^A^f^ 
Rebuke  not  an  elder,  (or  one  more  aged  than  thyfelf,)  butiTim.y.i. 
inireat  him  as  a  father,  (that  is,  advife  him  in  the  moft 
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SBRM.  refpedful  and  gentle  manner,)  is  the  cUarge  of  St;  PHul 
XXII,   to  B.  Timothy.    In  cafe  of  grievance  or  fcandal,  it  be- 
cometh  inferiors  not  proudly  or  peremptorily  to  crimi- 
nate and  tax,  but  humbly  to  remonftrate  and  fuppUcate 
for  redrefs. 

2.  Reprove  not  raihly,  and  without  certain  cognizaocb 
of  the  faSt ;  for  to  reprove  for  things  not  done^  or,  which 
in  moral  reckoning  is  the  fame,  for  things  ^vot  apparent, 
is  both  unjuft,  and  argueth  a  malignant  difpofition :  it  is 
unjuft  to  punifh  fo  much  as  the  modefty  of  any  man, 
without  clear  evidence  and  proof;  it  is  malignity  to  fuf- 
ped  a  man  of  ill,  it  is  calutnny  to  charge  blame  on  him 
upon  (lender  pretences,  or  doubtful  furmifes. 

3*  Reprove  not  alfo  rafhly  as  to  the  point  of  ri^t,  or 
without  being  able  to  convince  the  matter  to  be  itfliiredly 
culpable :  to  reprove  for  things  not  bad,  or  not  unquef^ 
tionably  fuch,  (for  things  that  are,  or  perhaps  may  be  inr 
different  and  innocent,). is  alfo  unjuft,  and  iignifieth  a  ty«- 
raanical  difpofition :  it  is  unjuft  anywife  to  punifh  a  maH' 
without  clear  warrant  of  law ;  it  is  tyrannical  to  impofe' 
upon  men  our  conceit,  or  to  perfecute  them  for  ufing 
their  liberty,  following  their  judgment,  or  enjoying  their 
humour  5  which  in  efiefik  we  do  when  we  reprove  them 
for  that  which  we  cannot  prove  blameable:  it  is,  St. 
James  faith,  a  judging  the  law 9  or  charging  it  with  de- 
fca,  when  we  condemn  perfons  for  things  not  prohibited- 
Jam.  iv.  11.  by  it :  fle,  faith  the  Apoftle,  thatjpeaketh  againji  his  bro-^ 
ther,  andjudgeth  his  brother^  Jpeakei/t  againft  the  law,  and 
judgeth  the  law. 

Both  thefe  kinds  of  rafli  reproof  are  very  inconvenient, 
as  breeding  needlefs  offence  and  endlefs  contention ;  for 
whoever  is  thus  taxed  will  certainly  take  it  ill,  and  \rill 
contend  in  his  own  defence :  no  man  patiently,  for  no 
fufficient  caufe  or  fure  ground,  will  lie  under  the  ftroke  of 
reproof,  which  always  fmarteth,  but  then  enrageth  when 
it  is  fuppofed  to  be  inflifted  unjuftly  or  malicioufly  :  even 
thofe  who  contentedly  will  bear  friendly  reproof,  can 
worfe  brook  to  be  caufelefsly  taxed. 

4%  Reprove  not  for  flight  matters ;  for  fuch  faults  or  de* 
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k&a  Its  proceed  from  natural  frailty^  from  inadvertency,  SERMl 
from  miftake  in  matters  of  fmall  confequence ;  for  it  is   XXIL 
hard  to  be  juft  in  fucb  reproof;  or  fo  to  temper  it  as  notMitem  ani- 
to  exceed  th^  meafure  of  blame  due  to  fuch  foults :  they™^™*  fV 

,     ^  mores  mo- 
occur  fo  often,  that  we  (hould  never  ceafe  to-be  carpmgydiciserrori- 

if.  we  do  it  upon  fuch  occafions ;  it  is  not  worth  thej^^^|*' 

while»  it  is  not  handfome  to  feem  difpleafed  with  fuch  lit- 14. 

tie  things;  it  is  fpending  our  artillery  upon  a  gaqoie  not 

worth  the  killing.    Reproof  is  too  grave  and  (lately  a 

thii^  to  be  proftituted  upon  fo  mean  things ;  to  ufe  it 

upon  fmall  caufe  derogateth  from  its  weight,  when  there 

is  confiderable  reafon  for  it ;  friendfhip,  charity,  and  hu« 

manity  (hould  cover  fuch  oflences.    In  fine,  it  is  unfeemly 

to  r^rove  men  for  fuch  things  as  all  men,  as  themfelves^ 

are  fo  continually  fubjeS:  unto :  it  is  therefore  t>etter  to 

let  fuch  things  pafs  without  any  mark  of  difpleafure  or 

di(Uke. 

5*  R^rove  not  unfeafonably ;  not  when  a  perfon  is  in- 
diipofed  to  bear  reproof,  or  unfit  to  profit' thereby;  not 
whdi  there  is  likely  to  be  no  good  eflfeA  come  from  it; 
when  thou  (halt  only  thereby  conjure  up  an  evil  fpirit  ot 
di^leafure  and  enmity  againft  thyfelf.  Reproof  is  a  thin^ 
of  itfelf  not  good  or  pleafant,  but  fometimes  needful,  be- 
eauie  wholefome  and  good  in  order  to  the  end ;  it  (hould 
tl^refore  be  adminiftered  as  phyfic,  then  only  when  the 
patient  is  fit  to  receive  it,  and  it  may  ferve  to  correA  hia 
diftenaper ;  otherwife  you  will  only  make  him  more  ficky 
and  very  angry. 

It  is  ever  almoft  unfeafonable  to  reprove  fome  perfonsy 
as  foorners,  impudent,  incorrigibly  profligate  perfon8,who 
will  hate  the  reprover  without  regarding  the  reproof: 
He  that  reproveth  a  /corner  getteth  to  himfelf  Jhame  ;  andVtoy.  ix.  r, 
he  that  reluketh  a  wicked  man  getteth  himfelf  a  blot,  /fe-  ®'  *^*  *  ' 
prove  not  a  f comer,  left  he  hate  thee.    To  be  maligned,  to 
be  derided,  to  be  afperfed  with  reproach  and  (lander,  is 
^  one  (hall  get  by  reproving  fuch  perfons;  it  is  both 
profiituting  good  advice,  and  expofing  onefelf  to  mif«^ 
chief,  as  our  Saviour  intimateth  in  that  prohibition:  Gnw Matt. vii.«. 
not  Shot  which  is  holy  Unto  dogs,  neither  caflyour  pearls 
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SERM.  before  fwinei  left  they  trample  them  under  their  feet^  aid 
^^      turn  again  and  rend  you. 

As  fucb  men  ever,  fo  nioft  men  in  fome  feafons  are  un- 
capable  of  reproof;  fo  are  men  in  calamity,  who  are  dif- 
compofed  by  grief,  the  which  is  rather  to  be  mitigated 
by  comfort  than  increafed  and  exafperated  by  blarney  fo 
are  men  in  a  paflion,  who  have  no  ears  to  hear,  no  reafon 
to  judge,  no  will  to  comply  with  advice :  reproof  is  apt 
to  produce  rather  anger  and  ill-blood,  than  any  contrition 
or  kindly  remorfe  in  perfons  fo  affected. 

It  is  alfo  ufually  not  feafonable  to  reprove  men  public* 
ly,  when  their  modefty  is  highly  put  to  it,  and  their  re- 
putation  grievoufly  fuffereth ;  for  this  is  an  extreme  fort 
of  puniihment,  and  is  taken  for  needlefs ;  it  is  extreme^ 
becaufe  men  had  rather  fuffer  any  way  than  in  their  ho- 
nour; it  is  deemed  needlefs,  becaufe  it  may  be  mini- 
ftered  privately, 

6.  Reprove  mildly  and  fweetly,  in  the  calmed  manner, 
in  the  gentleft  terms ;  not  in  a  haughty  or  imperious  way, 
not  hadily  or  fiercely ;  not  with  four  looks,  or  in  bitter 
language ;  for  thefe  ways  do  beget  all  the  evil,  and  hin- 
der the  bed  effefts  of  reproof:  they  do  certainly  inflame 
and  difturb  the  perfon  reproved;  they  breed  wrath,  dif- 
dain,  and  hatred  againd  the  reprover ;  but  do  not  fo  well 
enlighten  the  n\an  to  fee  his  error,  or  afFe£l  him  with 
kindly  fenfe  of  his  mifcarriage,  or  difpofe  him  to  correfl: 
his  fault :  fuch  reproofs  look  rather  like  the  wounds  and 
perfecutions  of  enmity,  than  as  remedies  minidered  by  a 
friendly  hand ;  they  harden  men  with  domach  and  fcorn 
to  mend  upon  fuch  occafion.  If  reproof  doth  not  favour 
of  humanity,  it  (ignifieth  nothing;  it  mud  be  like  a  bit- 
ter pill  wrapped  in  gold,  and  tempered  with  fugar,  other- 
wife  it  will  not  go  down,  or  work  efre£tually« 

7.  AfTeft  not  to  be  reprehenfive ;  feem  not  willingly  to 
undertake  the  place  of  a  reprover ;  appear  to  be  merely 
drawn  thereto  by  fenfe  of  duty,  or  exigency  of  friendfhip, 
or  condraint  of  charity  and  good-will.  For  to  affe£k  re- 
proving is  a  fign  of  ill-nature  and  arrogance,  that  we  de- 
light to  obferve  the  faults^  that  we  love  to  infult  upon 
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t!ie  infirmities  aiid  infelicities  of  other  men ;  which  is  the  SERM. 
part  of  a  domineering  and  cruel  humour.  A  truly  good  XXII. 
man  indeed  would  be  glad  to  be  excufed  from  the  office ; 
it  is  the  moft  unpleafant  thing  he  can  do  to  be  raking  in 
men's  fores,  and  caufing  fmart  to  his  neighbours;  far 
more  gladly  would  he  be  commending  their  good  deeds^ 
4nd  cherifhing  their  virtue.  Nothing  therefore  but  con- 
Ibience  and  charity  can  put  him  on  this  employment. 
But  fo  much  for  meddling  in  reproof. 

III.  Another  kind  of  meddling  is,  interpofing  in  the 
tonieJU  and  Contentions  of  others.  As  to  this,  we  may, 
briefly,  do  well  to  obferve  thefe  direftions. 

I.  We  flibuld  never  meddle,  fo  as  to  raife  diflenfions, 
or  to  doTuch  things  as  breed  them:  we  fliould  by  no 
means  create  mifunderftandings,  or  diftaftes,  between  our 
neighbours  :  we  (hould  not  inftil  jealoufies,  or  furmifes^: 
we  (hould  not  mifconflrue  words  of  actions,  to  an  offen- 
five'fenfe  or  confequence  :  we  fhould  not  convey  fpiteful 
tales:  we  fhould  not  difclofe  the  fecrets  of  one  to  an- 
other. Thefe  praftices  engender  enmity  and  ftrife  among 
men ;  ^nd  are  therefore  inhuman,  or  rather  diabolical  i 
for  the  Devir  is  the  great  makebate  in  the  world. 

a.  We  (liould  not  foment  diflenfions  already  com- 
menced, blowing  up  the  coals  that  are  kindled,  by  abet- 
ting the  ftrife,  or  aggravating  the  caufes  thereof;  it  is  not 
good  to  ftrengthen  the  quarrel,  by  fiding  with  one  part, 
except  that  part  be  notorioufly  oppreflTed  or  abufed:  in 
fuch  a  cafe  indeed,  when  juftice  calleth  for  them,  we  may 
lend  our  advice  and  affiftance ;  and  may  bear  the  inconve- 
nience of  being  engaged,  as  Mpfes  honeftly  and  g^ne- 
roufly  did,  when  he  fuccoured  his  brother  that  fuflered 
wrong ;  otherwife  it  is  advifeable  to  keep  ourfelves  out  of 
the  fray,  that  we  do  not  encourage  it  by  our  taking  part, 
and  involve  ourfelves  in  the  mifchiefs  of  it. 

3.  Efpecially  we  fhould  not  make  ourfelves  parties  in 
any  faAion,  where  both  fides  are  eager  and  pafiSonate ; 
for  then  even  they  who  have  the  jufter  caufe  are  wont  to 
do  unjuft  things,  in  which  it  is  hard  for  any  man  engaged 
hot  to  have  fhare,  at  lead  not  to  undergo  the  im|)utation 

VOL.  I.  1  I 
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SERM.  of  them  :  it  is  wifdom  therefore  in  fucb  cafes  to  hold  off, 

XXII.    and  to  retain  a  kind  of  indifferency ;  to  meddle  with  them 

Prov.xxvi.  ^^  ^  ^^  Wife  Man  faith,  to  take  a  dog  by  ike  ears; 

^7'  which  he  that  doth,  can  hardly  take  care  enough  of  his 

fingers. 

4,  We  (hould  not  interpofe  ourfelves  (without  invita- 
tion)  to  be  arbitrators  in  points  of  difference:  we  may 
cautioufly  mediate,  perhaps,  or  advife  to  agreement ;  bi:^ 

oUffOr^  not  pretend  as  judges  with  authority  to  decide  the  con- 
^  troverfy :  this  favoureth  of  arrogance,  this  will  work  trou- 
ble to  us,  and  bring  the  difpleafure  of  both  fides  upon  us; 
it  is  hard,  in  doing  fo,  to  avoid  becoming  parties,  and  of- 
fending one  fide.  Our  Lord  therefore  did,  we  fee,  wave 
this  office,  and  put  off  the  invitadon  with  a  JVho  made 
me  a  divider,  or  a  judge  between  you  ? 

5.  If  we  would  at  all  meddle  in  thefe  cafes,  it  ibould 
be  only  in  endeavouring,  by  the  mod  fair  and  prudent 
means,  to  renew  peace,  and  reconcile  the  diflenters;  if  we 
can  by  exhortation  and  perfuafion  to  peace,  by  removing 
mifprifions,  by  reprefenting  things  handfomely,  by  miti- 
gating their  paffions,  bring  them  to  good  terms,  this  b  a 
laudable  meddling,  this  is  a  blefled  pradice.  So  I  leave 
this  particular,  and  finifh  the  dire^ve  part  of  my  dif- 
courfe. 

IV.  I  (hall  now  farther  only  briefly  propofe  fome  con- 
fiderations  inducing  to  quietnefs,  and  diffuafive  from  prag- 
maticalnefs;  fuch  as  arife  from  the  nature,  properties, 
caufes,  and  effeds  of  each ;  ferving  to  commend  the  one,, 
and  difparage  the  other. 

1 .  Confider  that  quietnefs  is  juft  and  equal,  pragmati- 
calnefs  is  injurious.  When  we  contain  ourfelves  quiet, 
and  mind  only  our  own  bufinefs,  we  allow  every  man  bis 
right,  we  harm  no  man's  repute ;  we  keep  ourfelves 
within  our  bounds,  and  trefpafs  not  on  the  place  or  in- 
tereft  of  our  neighbour ;  we  diflurb  not  the  right  order 
and  courfe  of  things :  but  in  being  pragmatical  we  do 
wrongfully  deprive  others  of  their  right  and  liberty  to 
manage  their  bufinefs ;  we  prejudice  their  credit,  impli- 
citly charging  them  with  weaknefs  and  incapacity  to  dif- 
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patch  their  afiairs  without  our  dIre£Uon;  we  therefore,  SERM. 
upon  our  own  unequal  and  partial  judgment,  do  prefer  XXII. 
and  advance  ourfelves  above  them ;  we  aflume  to  ourfelyes 
in  many  refpefts  more  than  our  due,  withdrawing  it  from 
others.  In  fine,  no  man  loveth  that  others  (hould  invade 
his  office,  or  intrude  into  his  bufinefs;  therefore  in  juftice 
every  man  ftiould  forbear  doing  fo  toward  others. 

a.  Quietnefs  fignifieth  humility,  modefty,  and  fobriety 
of  mind;  that  we  conceit  not  ourfelves  more  wife  than 
our  neighbour ;  that  we  allow  every  man  his  fhare  of  dif- 
cretion ;  that  we  take  others  for  able  and  fkilftd  enough 
to  underftand  and  manage  their  own  affairs :  but  prag-. 
maticalnefs  argueth  much  overweening  and  arrogance; 
that  we  take  ourfelves  for  the  only  men  of  wifdom,  at 
leaft  for  more  wife  than  thofe,  into  whofe  bufinefs  we 
thruft  ourfelves. 

.  3.  Quietnefs  is  beneficial  to  the  world,  preferving  the 
general  order  of  things,  difpofing  men  to  keep  within 
their  rank  and  fiation,  and  within  the  fphere  of  their 
power  and  ability,  regularly  attending  to  the  work  and 
bufinefs  proper  to  them  ;  whereby  as  themfelves  do  well, 
fo  the  public  doth  thrive :  but  pragmatioalnefs  difiurbeth 
the  world,  confounding  things,  removing  the  diftin<ftion 
between  fuperior,  inferior,  and  equal,  rendering  each 
man's  bufinefs  uncertain;  while  fome  undertake  that 
which  belongeth  not  to  them :  one  bufy-body  often,  as 
we  find  by  experience,  is  able  to  difiurb  and  pefier  a 
whole  fociety. 

4«  Quietnefs  preferveth  concord  and  amity :  for  ncf 
man  is  thereby  provoked,  being  fufiered  undifturbedly  to 
proceed  in  his  courfe,  according  to  his  mind  and  plcafure : 
but  pragmaticalnefs  breedeth  diflenfions  and  feuds :  for  all 
men  are  ready  to  quarrel  with  thofe  who  ofier  to  control 
them,  or  crofs  them  in  their  way ;  every  man  will  be  zea- 
lous in  maintaining  his  privilege  of  choofing,  and  a3ing 
according  to  his  choice;  and  cannot  bjst  oppofe  thofe, 
who  attempt  to  bereave  him  of  it ;  whence  between  the 
bufy-body  afiailing,  and  others  defending  their  liberty, 
cooobudions  mud  arife. 
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SBRM.  5.  Quietnefs^  to  the  perfon  endued  with  it,  or  pra€ii(ing 
XXII.  it,  begetteth  tranquillity  and  peace;  for  he  that  letteth 
.  others  alone,  and  cometh  in  no  man's  way,  no  man  will 

be  apt  to  difquiet  or  crofs  him ;  he  keepeth  himfelf  out 
of  broils  and  fa6lions :  but  the  bufy-body  createth  vexa- 
tion and  trouble  to  himfelf;  otliers  will  be  ready  to  mo* 
left  him  in  his  proceedings,  becaufe  he  difturbeth  them  in . 
'  theirs :  he  that  will  have  a  fickle  in  another's  com,  or.  an 
oar  in  every  man's  boat,  no  wonder  if  his  fingers  be  rap^ 
ped ;  men  do  not  more  naturally  brufh  oiT  ilies^  which 
buz  about  their  ears,  fit  upon  their  faces  or  hands,  and 
fting  or  tickle  them,  than  they  ftrive  to  drive  away  cla- 

tPet.iv.i5.  morous  and  encroaching  bufy-bodies.  Let^  faith  St.  Per 
ter,  none  of  you  fuffer  as  a  Ivfy-lody  in  other  men's  mat- 
ters ;  it  is,  he  intimateth,  a  pra£tice  whereby  a  man  be- 
cometh  liable  to  fuffer,  or  which  men  are  apt  to  punifb 
foundly :  and  fo  the  Wife  Man,  implying  the  fondnefs 

Prov.  xxvi.  and  danger  of  it,  flfe,  faith  he,  that  pajfeth  by,  and  med^ 

'^'  dleth  withjlrife  not  belonging  to  Aw»,  is  like  one  that  tak" 

eth  a  dog  by  the  ears;  that  is,  without  any  probable  good 
effeft,  he  provoketh  a  creature  that  will  fnarl  at  him  and 
bite  him. 

6.  Quietnefs  is  a  decent  and  lovely  thing,  as  figniiying 
good  difpofition,  and  producing  good  effefiks ;  but  prag- 
maticalnefs  is  ugly  and  odious.  Every  man  gladly  would 
be  a  neighbour  to  a  quiet  perfon,  as  who  by  the  fleady 
calmnefs  and  fmoothnefs  of  his  humour,  the  inoffenfive 
fiillnefs  and  fweetnefs  of  his  demeanour,  doth  afford  all 
the  pleafure  of  converfation,  without  any  crofs  or  trouble. 
But  no  man  willingly  would  dwell  by  him,  who  is  apt 
ever  to  be  infefting  him  by  his  turbulent  humour,  his  ob^ 
(Ireperous  talk,  his  tumultuous  and  furious  carriage; 
who,  upon  all  occafions,  without  invitation  or  confent, 
will  be  thruftlng  in  his  eyes,  his  tongue,  his  hand;  prying 
into  all  that  is  done,  didating  this  or  that  courfe,  taxing 
all  proceeding,  ufurping  a  kind  of  jurifdiSion  over  him 
and  his  aftions :  no  man  will  like,  or  can  well  endure 
fuch  a  neighbour.  It  is  commonly  obferved,  that  pride 
is  not  only  abominable  to  God,  but  loathfome  to  ^2an ; 
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and  of  all  prides,  this  is  the  moft  offenfive  and  odious  i  SERM. 

lor  the  pride  which  keepeth  at  home,  within  a  man's    ^^^^' 

heart  or  fancy,  not  ifluing  forth  to  trouble  others,  may 

indeed  well  be  defpifed,  as  hugely  filly  and  vain  5  but 

that  which  breaketh  out  to  the  difturbance  and  vexation 

of  others,  is  hated  as  moleftful  and  mifchievous. 

7.  Quietnefs  adorneth  any  profeflion,  bringing  credit, 
refpe£t,  and  love  thereto;  but  pragmaticalnefs  is  fean- 
dalous,  arid  procureth  odium  to  any  party  or  caufe :  men 
ufually  do  cloak  their  pragmatical  behaviour  with  pre- 
tences of  zeal  for  public  good,  or  of  kindnefs  to  fome 
party,  which  they  have  efpoufed  5  but  thereby  they  do 
really  caft  reproach,  and  draw  prejudice  iipon  their  fide: 
if  it  be  a  good  caufe,  they  do  thereby  wrong  it,  making 
it  to  partake  of  the  blame  incident  to  fuch  carriage,  as  if 
it  did  produce  or  allow  diforder;  if  it  be  a  bad  caufe, 
they  wrong  themfelves,  aggravating  the  guilt  of  their 
adherence  thereto ;  for  it  is  a  lefs  fault  to  be  calm  and 
remifs  in  an  ill  way,  than  bufy  or  violent  in  promoting  it. 
Nothing  hath  wrought  more  prejudice  to  religion,  or 
hath  brought  more  difparagement  upon  truth,  than  boi* 
flerous  and  unfeafonable  zeal  5  pretending  in  ways  of  paf- 
fion,  of  fiercenefs,  of  rudenefs  to  advance  them  :  a  quiet  . 
fedary  doth  to  moft  men's  fancy  appear  more  lovely, 
dian  he  that  is  furioufly  and  fa£tioufly  orthodox :  the  or- 
nament of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirii  ts,  faith  St.  Peter,  m  1  Pet.  iil.  4. 
God*sJight,  of  great  price  ;  and  it  is  alfo  very  eftimable  in 

the  opinion  of  men. 

8.  Quiet  is  a  fafe  pra6iice,  keeping  men  not  only  from  T«i  Sw  fui- 
needlefs  incumbrances  of  bufinefs,  but  from  the  hsLZSLvds^'^J^^^ 
of  it,  or  being  charged  with  its  bad  fuccefs:  but  prag- ^^•s  ^^v 
maticalnefs  is  dangerous  ;  for  if  things  go  ill,  the  meddler  ^"^^^ 
fiirelywill  be  loaded  with  the  blame;  the  profit  BXld^x*'^^/^ 
commendation  of  profperities  will  accrue  to  the  perfons 
immediately  concerned ;  but  the  difafter  and  damage  will 

be  imputed  to  thofe  who  meddled  in  the  bufinefs ;  to  ex- 
cufe  or  eafe  themfelves,  men  will  cad  the  difgrace  on 
thofe  who  did  project  or  further  the  undertaking:  he 

lis 
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SERM.  therefore  that  would  be  fecure,  let  him  be  quiet ;  he  that 
XXII.    loveth  peril  and  trouble,  let  him  be  pragmatical. 

9.  It  is  confequently  a  great  point  of  difcretion  to  be 
quiet,  it  yielding  a  man  peace  and  fafety  without  any 
trouble ;  and  it  is  a  manifeft  folly  to  be  pragmatical,  it 
being  only  with  care,  pains,  and  trouble,  to  feek  diifatif- 
faftion  to  others,  and  danger  to  himfelf ;  it  being  alfo  to 
affeft  niany  not  only  inconveniences,  but  impoffibilities. 

Is  it  poffible  for  any  man  to  grafp  or  compafs  an  infi- 
nity of  bufinefs  ?  Yet  this  the  pragmatical  man  feemeth 
to  drive  at ;  for  the  bufinefles  of  other  men  are  infinite^ 
and  into  that  abyfs  he  plungcth  himfelf,  who  pafleth  be- 
yond  his  own  bounds ;  by  the  fame  reafon  that  he  med- 
dleth  with  any  befide  his  own,  he  may  undertake  all  the 
affairs  in  the  world ;  fo  he  is  fure  to  have  work  enough, 
but  fruit  furely  little  enough  of  his  pains. 

Is  it  imaginable  that  we  can  eaiily  bring  others  to  our 
bent,  or  induce  men  to  fubmit  their  bufinefs  to  our  judg- 
ment and  humour  ?    Will  not  he  that  attempteth  fuch 
things  afluredly  expofe  himfelf  to  difappointment  and 
regret  ?  Is  it  not  therefore  wifdom  to  let  every  man  have 
his  own  way,  and  purfue  his  concernments  without  any 
check  or  control  from  us  ? 
*otrxuf»        10.  We  may  alfo  confider,  that  every  man  hath  bufi- 
wxlr^y      ^^^^  <^f  hJs  own  fuflScient  to  employ  him  ;  to  exercife  hU 
ifMt^Tans    niind,  to  exhauft  his  care  and  pains,  to  take  up  all  his 
JSuripl       time  and  leifure.     To  ftudy  his  own  near  concernments, 
to  provide  for  the  ncceflities  and  conveniences  of  his  life, 
•A<re«Vi»^  to  look  to  the  interefts  of  his  foul,  to  be  diligent  in  his 
^Hi^ykl  calling,  to  difcharge  faithfully  and  carefully  all  his  duties 
tiica^Mt,  relating  to  God  and  man,  will  abundantly  employ  a  man; 
Latru        well  it  is  if  fome  of  them  do  not  encumber  and  diHrad 
Chryfoj.     hjjn  .  he  that  will  fet  himfelf  with  all  his  might  to  per- 
Etb.'  64»     form  thefe  things,  will  find  enough  to  do ;  he  need  not 
feek  farther  for  work,  he  need  not  draw  more  trouble  on 
him. 

Seeing  then  every  man  hath  burden  enough  on  his 
{boulders,  impofed  by  God  and  nature,  it  is  vain  to  take 
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<m  him  more  load,  by  engaging  himfelf  in  the  affairs  of  S£RM. 
others;  he  will  thence  be  forced,  either  to  fhake  off  his   XXII. 
town  bufinelk,  or  to  become  over-burdened  and  opprefled 
with  more  than  he  can  bear.    It  is  indeed  hence  obferva- 
ble,  and  it  needs  muft  happen,  that  thofe  who  meddle 
with  the  bufinefs  of  others  are  wont  to  negleft  their  own ; 
they  that  are  much  abroad  can  feldom  be  at  home  5  they 
that  know  others  moft  are  lead  acquainted  with  them- 
felves:  and  the  wife  Hebrew,  The  wifdom  of  a  teamed  EcdvA, 
man  tomes  by  opportunity  ofletfttrcy  {<rofla  <ro(pig-ou  h  euxai-"*^*^"  '^' 
ptet  o^^Xijj,)  and  he  that  hath  little  liifinefs  Jhall  be  wife; 
(^   ehas'&o6ff,gvog  'srpo^sf  avrS  (TO^Kr^a-iTM,)     Whence  it  is 
fcaree  pofiible  that  a  pragmatical  man  fhould  be  a  good 
man;  that  is,  fuch  an  one  who  honeftly  and  carefully 
performeth  the  duties  incumbent  on  him. 

Philofophers  therefore  generally  have  advifed  men  to 
ihun  needlefs  occupations,  as  the  certain  impediments  of 
a  good  and  happy  life ;  they  bid  us  endeavour  dirXSv  kuv^ 
Tiuj,  to  Jimplify  our/elves^  or  to  get  into  a  condition  re- 
«piiring  of  us  the  lead  that  can  be  to  do.    St.  Paul  in- 
tended the  fame  when  he  advifed  us,  /x^  IjXTrXsxs^oi  tou$  rfif2Tim.ii.4. 
fiw  vpayftMTUM$^  not  to  be  er^tangled  in  the  negociations  of 
life :  and  our  Saviour,  when  ^le  touched  Martha  for  being  Luke  x,  41. 
troubled  about  many  things.    So  far  therefore  we  (hould  ^^^^  "^ 
be  from  taking  in  hand  the  affairs  of  other  men,  that  we 
ihoidd  labour  to  contract  ^ur  own,  and  reduce  them  to 
the  feweft  that  we  can;  otherwife  we  (hall  hardly  attain 
wifdom^  or  be  able  to  perform  our  duty  \ 

IX.  But  fuppofe  us  to  have  much  fpare  time,  and  to  Tacitus 
want  bufinefs,  fo  that  we  are  to  feek  for  divertifement,  ^^^^^^^^^ 
and  muft  forrelief  fly  to  curiofity ;  yet  it  is  not  advifeable-^qu*  tur- 
to  meddle  with  the  affairs  of  other  men ;  there  are  divers  ^^j^^^®" 
other  ways  more  innocent,  more  fafe,  more  pleafant,  appetentct 
nore  advantageous  to  divert  ourfelves,  and  fatisfy  cu- 
riofity^. 

•  'O  r«^«fy  iiu^^y/un,  »mi  ivr^fuif,  Detme,  Sen.  Ep^  72»  23.  TertttUian 
callctfa  Stoicifm»  Quietis  magifteriam.  De  Pail.  v. 

^  Omnium  occupatorum  conditio  mifera  eft,  coram  tamen  miferrima,  qui 
BC  fait  quidcm  occupatjonibut  laborant.  Sen.  it  Srev.  Fiia,  zij^ 

ii4 
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S£RM.  Nature  offereth  herfeU>  and  h^r  ineidbauiUble  ftorp  oS 
XXII.   appearances  to  our  contemplation ;  we  nifiy^  without  any 

""""'""""^  harm,  and  with  much  delight^  furvey  her  rich  varieties, 
examine  her  proceedings^  pierce  into  her  fecrets.  Every 
kind  of  animals,  of  plant3,  of  minerals,  of  meteors  pre- 
ienteth  matter,  wherewith  innocently,  pleafi^itly,  and  pro- 
fitably to  entertain  our  minds.  There  are  many  noble 
fciences,  by  applying  our  minds  to  the  ftudy  whereof,  we 
may  not  only  divert  them,  but  improve  and  cultivate 
thein  :  the  hiftories  of  ages  pad,  or  relations  concerning 
foreign  countries,  wherein  the  manners  of  men  are  de- 
fcribed,  and  their  aftions  reported,  may  afford  us  ufeful 
pleafure  and  paftime;  thereby  we  may  learn  as  much, 
and  underhand  the  world  as  well,  as  by  the  tnpft  curious 
inquiry  into  the  prefent  actions  of  men ;  there  we  may 
obferve,  we  may  fcan,  we  may  tax  the  proceedings  of 
whom  we  pleafe,  without  any  danger  or  offence ;  there 
are  extant  numberlefs  books,  wherein  the  wifeft  and  moft 
ingenious  of  men  have  laid  op^n  their  hearts^  and  es^poied 
their  moft  fecre^t  cogitations  unto  us ;  in  purfuing  them 
we  may  fufficiently  bufy  ourfelves,  and  let  our  idle  hours 
pafs  gratefully  5  we  may  meddle  with  ourfelves,  ftudying 
our  own  difpofitions,  examining  our  principles  and  pur- 
pofes,  reflefting  on  our  thoughts,  \vord^,  and  aftions; 
ftriving  thoroughly  to  underftand  ourfelves;  to  do  this 
we  have  an  unqueftionable  right,  and  by  it  we  fliaU  ob- 
tain vaft  benefit,  much  greater  than  we  can  hope  to  get 
by  puddering  in  the  defigns  or  doings  of  others.  Prag- 
maticalnefs  then,  as  it  is  very  dangerous  and  trouble- 
fome,  fo  it  is  perfedly  needlefs ;  it  is  a  kind  of  idlenef^, 
but  of  all  idlenefs  the  moft  unreafpnable<^:  it  is  at  leaft 
worfe  than  idlenefs,  in  St,  Gregory  Nazianzen's  opinion. 
For,  I  had  rather,  faid  he,  be  idle  more  than  IJhoiddy  than 
over-hufy^.  Other  cpnfiderations  might  be  added;  but 
thefe,  I  hope,  may  be  fufficient  to  reftrain  this  practice, 

Su'tdam, 

d  ^A^yU  Cfou  /KAXXtv  Tif  2ii»rT»i,  n  9t^Ufy9g  l%x^fAmu  Greg,  Nax,  Or.  26* 
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to  unprofitable  and  uneafy  to  ourfelves,  and^  for  the  moft  SERBl 
part^  fo  injurious  and  troublefome  to  others.  XXII. 

Now  ike  Qo4  of  pjsace  mak^  11s  perfe£i  in  every  good 
word  and  work,  through  Jefus  Chriji^  to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever.    Amen. 


SERMON  XXm. 


OF  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD. 


Matth.  xxii.  ^y. 

Je/usfaid  unto  hiniy  Thoujkali  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  aU  thy  heart* 

SERM.  xHIS  text  is  produced  by  our  Saviour  out  of  Mofes'A 
^^^^^'  law  in  anfwer  to  a  queftion,  wherewith  a  learned  Pharifee 
Deut.  y\.  5.  thought  to  pofe  or  puzsle  him ;  the  quedion  was,  JVhkh 
w«  !^«fy     tfof  the  great  and  Jlrjl  commandment  in  the  Law  f  a 
mtrff.        quedion  which,  it  feems,  had  been  examined,  and  deter- 
w^m  i»r«.  j^jj^g J  among  the  do&ors^  in  the  fchools  of  thofe  days, 
Luke  z.  37.  (for  in  St.  Luke,  to  the  like  queftion  intimated  by  our  Sa- 
viour, another  lawyer  readily  yields  the  fame  anfwer,  and 
is  therefore  commended  by  our  Saviour,  with  a  re&e  re'- 
Jpondi/lif  thou  haft  anjwered  rightly;)  fo  that  had  our  Sa- 
viour anfwered  otherwife,  he  had,  we  may  fuppofe,  been 
taxed  of  ignorance  and  unfkilfulnefs,  perhaps  alfo  of  error 
and  heterodoxy;  to  convi6t  him  of  which  feems  to  have 
been  the  defign  of  this  Jewifti  trier  or  tempter  (for  he  is 
faid  to  a(k  vupulm  a^rov,  trying^  or  tempting,  him.)     But 
our  Saviour  defeats  his  captious  intent,  by  anfwering,  not 
only  according  to  truth  and  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  but 
agreeably  to  the  doftrine  then  current,  and  as  the  lawyer 
himfelf  out  of  his  memory  and  learning  would  have  re- 
folved  it :  and  no  wonder,  fince  common  fenfe  di£tates, 
that  the  law  enjoining  fincere  and  entire  love  toward  God 
is  neceffarily  the  firft  and  chief,  or  the  moft  fundamental 
law  of  all  religion ;  for  that  whofoever  doth  believe  the 
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being. of  God^  according  to  the  mod  common  notion  that  SERM. 
name  bears^  mud  needs  difcern  himfelf  obliged  iirft  and  XXIII. 
chiefly  to  perform  thofe  a£ts  of  mind  and  will  toward    . 
him,  which  moft  true  and  earneft  love  do  imply :  different    - 
expreflions  of  love  may  be  prefcribed,  peculiar  grounds  of 
love  may  be  declared  in  feveral  ways  of  religion ;  but  in 
the  general  and  main  fubftance  of  the  duty  all  will  con- 
fpire>  all  will  acknowledge  readily,  that  it  is  love  we 
chiefly  owe  to  God ;  the  duty  which  he  may  moft  juftly 
require  of  us,  and  which  will  be  moft  acceptable  to  him. 
It  was  then  indeed  the  great  commandment  of  the  old 
(or  rather  of  the  young  and  lefs  perfect)  religion  of  the 
Jews,  and  it  is  no  lefs  of  the  more  adult  and  improved 
religion  which  the  Son  of  God  did  inftitute  and  teach : 
the  difference  only  is,  that  Chriftianity  declares  more  fully 
how  we  fliould  exercifeit;  and  more  highly  engages  us 
to  obferve  it;  requires  more  proper  and  more  fubftantial 
expreflions  thereof;   extends  our  obligation   as  to  the 
matter,  and  intends  it  as  to  the  degree  thereof:  for  as  it 
reprefents  almighty  God  in  his  nature  and  in  his  doings 
more  lovely  than  any  other  way  of  religion,  either  na- 
tural or  inftituted,  hath  done,  or  could  do;  fo  it  propor* 
tionably  raifes  our  obligation  to  love  him :  it  is,  as  St. 
Paul  fpeaketh,  to  rix®'  t^^  ntoLqayy^ydot^  the  laft  drifiy  or  the  1  Tim.  i.  >. 
fupreme  pitch  o/"/Ae  evangelical  profejfiony  and  inftitution,  to 
love ;.  to  love  God  firft,  and  then  our  neighbour  out  of  a  pure  coioff.  iii. 
hearty  and  good  confctence^  and  faith  unfeigned:  it  is  the'^^* 
londf  or  knot  of  that  perfediion  which  the  Gofpel  enjoinsMatt.v.48. 
us  to  afpire  to:  it  is  the  firft  and  principal  of  thofe  goodly 
fruits,  which  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Chrift  produceth  in  goodGalat.v.3a. 
Cbriftians.     It  is  therefore  plainly  with  us  alfo  the  great . 
coipmandment  and  chief  duty :  chiefly  great  in  its  extent, 
in  its  worth,  in  its  efficacy,  and  influence:  moft  great  it  is, 
in  that  it  doth  (eminently  at  leaft,  or  virtually)  contain  all 
other  laws  and  duties  of  piety ;  they  being  all  as  branchea 
making  up  its  body,  or  growing  out  of  it  as  their  root. 
St.  Paul  faith  of  the  love  toward  our  neighbour,  that  it  is  Rom.  lui. 
wA^«jm^t5  vrffta,  a  full  performance  of  the  law3  concerning^'  *^* 
bioa ;  and  that  all  commandments,  imMfctkeuHfreu,  are  re*  ^^  ▼•  m*  , 
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^ERM.  capitulated^  or  fummed  up  in  this  one  faying,  Thoii  JhaU 
3txrif;  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf:  and  by  like,  or  greater 
reafon  are  all  the  duties  of  piety  comprized  in  the  love  of 
Matth.xxii.  God ;  which  is  the  chief  of  thofe  two  hinges,  tipow  which, 
*®'  as  our  Saviour  here  fubjoins,  the  whole  taw  and  the  pro- 

phets  do  hang.    So  great  is  this  duty  in  extent  t  and  it  is 
no  Icfs  in  proper  worth ;  both  as  it  immediately  refped^ 
the  mod  excellent  and  mod  neceflary  performances  of 
duty,  (employing  our  higheft  faculties  in  their  beft  opera- 
tions,) and  as  it  imparts  virtue  and  value  to  all  other  a£ts 
Uvit.n.i3.of  duty :  for  no  facrifice  is  acceptable,  which  is  liot  kin- 
iz.34.xx.i.^{^^  by  this  heavenly  fire;  no  offering  fweet  and  jpur6, 
which  is  not  feafoned  by  this  holy  fait ;  no  aftiori  is  truly 
good'  or  coinmendable,  which  is  not  conjoined  With>  or 
doth  not  proceed  from  the  love  of  God ;  that  is  not  pet- 
fdrmed  with  a  defrgn  to  pleafe  God,  or,  at  leaft,  with  ail 
^ftKion  that  we  {hall  do  fo  thereby.    If  a  man  perform 
Any  good  work  not  out  Of  love  to  God,  but  from'  any 
other  principle,  or  for  any  other  defign,  (to  pleafe  himfelf 
or  others,  to  get  honour  or  gain  thereby,)  hbw  6an  it  be 
acceptable  to  God,  to  whom  it  hath  not  any  due  regard  ? 
And  what  aftioh  hath  it  for  its  principle,  or  its  ingredient, 
becomes  fanSified  thereby,  in  great  meafure  pleafing  and 
acceptable  to  God;  fuch  is  the  worth  and  value  thereof. 
It  is  alfo  the  great  commandment  for  efficacy  and  influ- 
ence, being  naturally  produftive  of  obedience  to  all  other 
commandments ;  efpecially  of  the  moft  genuine  and  fin- 
cere  obedience ;  no  other  principle  being  in  force  and 
d6livity  comparable  thereto :  (fear  may  drive  to  a  compli- 
ance with  fome,  and  hope  may  draw  to  an  obfervance  of 
d  Cor. V.  14.  others ;  but  it  is  love,  that  with  a  kind  of  willing  conftraint 
and  kindly  violence  carries  on  cheerfully,  vigoroufly,  and 
1  Joh. ii. 5. fwiftly  to  the  performance  of  all  God's  commandments: 
Joh.xiv.a3.iira^y  iman  loves  me^  faith  our  Saviour,  he  will  keep  my 
word:  to  keep  his  word  is  a  natural  and  neceflary  refult 
iJoh.v.3.  of  love  to  him :  This  is  the  love  of  Gody  faith  St-  John, 
.  that  we  keep  his  commandments ^  and  his  commandments  are 

not  grievous;  it  is  the  nature  of  that  love  to  beget  a  free 
'     and  delightful  obedience :)  fuch  then  is  the  fubjeft  of  our 
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difcourfej;  even  the  fum,  the  foul^  the  fpring  of  all  our  SERM^ 
religion  and  duty.  And  becaufe  it  is  requifite,  both  for  XXIIt^ 
our  direftion  how  to  do^  and  the  examination  of  ourfelves. 
whether  we  do  as  we  ought^  that  we  fhould  underfiand 
what  we  are  fo  far  obliged  to  5  that  we  may  be  able  to 
perform  it,  and  that  we  be  effe£lually  difpofed  thereto,  I 
iball  ufe  this  method  \  I  will  firft  endeavour  to  explain 
the  nature  of  this  love  commanded  us;  then,  to  fhew. 
fome  means  of  attaining  it ;  lafily,  to  propound  fome  in-* 
ducements  to  the  purchafe  and  pradlice  thereof. 

I.  For  the  firft  part ;  we  may  defcribe  love  in  general 
(for  it  feemB  not  fo  eafy  to  define  it  exaftly)  to  be  an  af- 
&£lion  or  inclination  of  the  foul  toward  an  obje£l>  pro- 
ceeding from  an  appreheniion  and  efteem  of  fome  excel- 
lency  or  fome  conveniency  therein,  (its  beauty,  worth,  or 
ufefulnefs,)  producing  thereupon,  if  the  objeA  be  abfent  or 
wanting,  a  proportionable  defire,  and  consequently  an  eiv* 
deavour  to  obtain  fuch  a  propriety  therein,  fuch  a  ppfleffion 
thereof,  fuch  an  approximation  or  union  thereto,  as  the 
thing  is  capable  of;  alfo  a  regret  and  difpleafure  in  the 
failing  fo  to  obtain  it ;  or  in  the  want,  abfence,  and  lofs 
thereof;  likewife  begetting  a  complacence,  fatisfeSion, 
and  delight  in  its  prefence,  pofleffion,  or  enjoyment;, 
which  is  moreover  attended  with  a  good-will  thereto, 
fuitable  to  its  nature ;  that  is,  with  a  defire  that  it  (hould 
arrive  unto,  and  continue  in  its  heft  date;  with  a  delight 
to  perceive  it  fo  to  thrive  and  flourifti ;  with  a  difpleafure 
to  fee  it  fuffer  or  decay  in  any  wife;  with  a  confequent  en- 
deavour to  advance  it  in  all  good,  and  preferve  it  from  all 
evil.  Which  defcription  containing  the  chief  properties 
of  love  in  common,  do  in  fome  fort  (not  to  infill  upoa 
ab(lra3:ed  notions,  or  in  examples  remote  from  our  pur- 
ppfe)  all  of  them  well  agree  to  that  love  which  we  owe 
to  God,  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  law,  and  in  the  de- 
gree therein  exprefled;  that  is,  in  the  bed  manner  and 
hi^heft  degree ;  for  even  of  this  divine  love  the  chief  pro- 
perties (prerequifite  thereto,  or  intimately  conjoined  there- 
with, or.  naturally  refulting  from  it)  I  conceive  are  thefe. 
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SERM.  I.  A  right  apprehenfion  and  firm  perfuafion  concerning 
XXIII.  God,  and  confequently  a  high  efteem  of  him  as  mod  ex- 
cellent in  himfelf  and  moft  beneficial  16  us :  for  fuch  is 
the  frame  of  om*  foul,  that  the  perceptive  part  doth  al- 
ways go  before  the  appetitive,  that  affeftion  follows  opi- 
nion, that  no  objeft  otherwife  moves  our  defire,  than  as 
reprefented  by  reafon,  or  by  fancy,  good  unto  us :  what 
eflfeft  will  the  goodlieft  beauty,  or  the  fweeteft  harmony 
have  upon  him,  who  wants  fenfe  to  difcern,  or  judgment 
to  prize  them  ?  This  is  our  natural  way  of  a£ling ;  and 
according  to  it,  that  we  may  in  due  meafure  love  God,  he 
muft  appear  proportionably  amiable,  and  defirable  to  us ; 
we  muft  entertain  worthy  thoughts  of  him,  as  full  of  all 
perfe6tion  in  himfelf;  as  the  fountain  of  all  good ;  as  the 
fole  author  of  all  that  happinefs  we  can  hope  for  or  re- 
ceive :  as  he,  in  poffeffion  of  whom  we  fhall  poflefs  all 
things  defirable;  in  effeft  and  virtue,  all  riches,  all 
honours,  all  pleafure,  all  good  that  we  are  capable  of; 
and  vvithout  whom  we  can  enjoy  no  real  good  oi;  true 
content :  which  efteem  of  him,  how  can  it  otherwife  than 
beget  affeSion  toward  him  ?  If  the  faint  refemblances,  or 
the  flender  participations  of  fuch  excellencies  (of  that  m- 
comprehenfible  wifdom,  that  uncontrollable  power,  that 
unconfined  bounty,  that  unblemifhed  purity,  which  are 
united  in  him,  and  (hine  from  him  with  a  perfedk  luftre) 
if,  I  fay,  the  very  faint  refemblances,  and  imperfedt  par- 
ticipations of  thefe  excellencies)  difcerned  in  other  things, 
are  apt  to  raife  our  admiration,  and  allure  our  affeftion 
toward  them ;  if  the  glimmering  of  fome  fmall  inconfi- 
derable  benefit,  the  fliadow  of  real  profit  difcovered  in 
thefe  inferior  empty  things,  is  able  fo  ftrongly  to  attra£l 
our  eyes,  and  fix  our  hearts  upon  them,  why  (hould  not 
from  a  like,  but  fo  much  greater  caufe,  the  like  effect 
proceed  ?  whence  can  it  be  that  the  apprehenfion  of  an 
objeft  fo  infinitely  lovely,  fo  incomparably  beneficial  (if 
not  pafling  curforily  through  our  fancy,  but  deeply 
imprefled  upon  our  mind)  fliould  not  proportionably 
affeft  and  incline  us  toward  him  with  all  that  defire. 
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that  delight,  that  good-will  which  are  proper  to  love?  SERM. 
if  we  think,  as  the  Pfalmift  did,  that  there  is  none  in  hea^  XXIII. 
ven  or  in  earth  comparable  to  God,  (comparable  in  eflential  pf  i^xxix. 
perfe6tion,  comparable  in  beneficial  influence,)  why  fliould  6« 
we  not  be  difpofed  alfo  to,  fay  with  him  5  JVhom  have  iPfaUhcriit. 
in  heaven  htit  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  /^** 
de/ire  befides  thee.    Such  a  reverent  edeem  is  the  proper 
foundation  upon  which  true  love  is  built,  aikl  which*  up* 
holds  it:  whence,  as  the  love  of  God  doth  comnionly  de- 
note all  the  duties  of  religion ;  fo  doth  fear  (or  reverence 
to  him)  like  wife  in  fcripture  ftyle  comprehend  and  exprefs 
them  all;  it  being  the  root  from  whence  love  doth.fprout,Comp.PW. 
and  by  which  it  is  nourifbed;  it  being  the  beginning  ofpf.z^xi!§»! 
that  true  wifdom  by  which  we  embrace  and  fatten  our*™^- ®* 
afic&ion  upon  the  fovereign  good.    Hence  we  may  bb- 
ferVe,  that  thofe  devout  perfons,  whofe  hearts  were  fulled 
of  this  love,  their  minds  were  mod  employed  in  ihedi* 
tation  upon  the  divine  excellencies,  and  upon  the  beneficial 
emanations  from  them  in  bounty  and  mercy  upon  the 
creatures ;  their  tongues  being  tuned  by  their  thoughts^ 
and  their  inward  edeem  breaking  forth  into  praife.  Every  ^cihl  7. 
day,  all  the  day  long,  at  all  times  did  they  blefs  God,^^^'P' 
praife  his  name^  fpeak  of  his  righteoufnefs,  Jhew  forth  his  Ixxi.  is! 
falvation,  as  the  Pfalmid  exprefles  his  pra6lice,  !^^^^S^^^Xu 
from  love  enlivened  by  the  edeem  of  God,  and  the  appre-l"i.  *• 
henfion  of  his  excellent  goodnefs  :  from  whence  alfo  that 
firong  faith,  that  condant  hope,  that  cheerful  confidence 
they  repofed  in  him ;  that  hearty  approbation  of  all  his 
counfels  and  purpofes ;  that  full  acquiefcence  of  mind  in 
his  proceedings ;  that  entire  fubmifiion  of  their  under- 
danding  to  his  difcipline,  and  refignation  of  their  will  to 
his  good  pleafure ;   that  yielding  up  themfelves  (their 
fouls  and  bodies,  their  lives  and  goods)  to  his  difpofal,^ 
with  all  the  like  high  efieds  and  pregnant  figns  of  love 
did  flow:  but, 

a.  Another  property  of  this  love  is  an  earned  defire  of 
obtaining  a  propriety  in  God ;  of  pofleffing  him,  in  a  man- 
ner, and  enjoying  him ;  of  approaching  him,  and  being, 
fo  far  as  may  be,  united  to  him.    When  we  dand  upon 
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SERM.  fuch  tenns  with  any  perfon,  that  we  have  a  free  accefii 
^^^^^-  unto  and  a  familiar  intercourfe  with  him ;  that  his  con- 
verfation  is  profitable  and  delightful  to  us;  that  we  can 
upon  all  occafions  have  bis  advice  and  affifiance ;  that  he 
is  always  ready  in  our  needs,  and  at  our  defire,  to  employ 
what  is  in  him  of  ability  for  our  go{)d  and  advantage,  wc 
may  be  faid  to  own  fuch  a  perfon^  to  poflefs  and  enjoy 
him  >  to  be  tied,  as  it  were,  and  joined  to  him  (as  it  is'  faid 
\%mi.xyi\\i.  the  foul  of  Jonathan  was  knit  to  the  foul  of  David j  fo  thai 
*•  ^  he  loved  him  as  his  oum  foul).    And  fuch  a  propriety  itti 

fuch  a  pofieflion  of,  fuch  an  alliance  and  conjun&ion  to 
himfelf,  God  vouchfafes  to  them,  who  are  dudy*  qualified 
Hcb.xi.i6.for  fo  great  a  good.    He  was  not  q/kanied,  faith  the 
Apoftle  concerning  the  faithful  Patriarchs,  /o  be  called 
their  God;  to  be  appropriated  in  a  manner  unto  them  j 
iJoh.ii.s3.  and.  He  that  acknowledgeth  the  Son,  faith  St;  John  con* 
w'^Uv  1*  ceming  good  Chriflians,  :g  rh  Traripa  i^«,  Aa/A(orpcrf- 
Deut.xi.a2.  fefieth)  the  Father  alfo  :  and  to  feek  ;  to  find ;  to  draw 
Joih.xzin.  ^^^  ^^,  ^^  cleave  unto;  to  abide  with,  to  abide  in;  and 
1C0r.vi.17.  fuch  other  phrafes  frequently  do  occur  in  Scripture,  de- 
joh.  XV.  4.  noting  that  near  relation  which  good  men  ftand  in  toward 
xvii.  31.     God;  implying  that  he  affords  them  a  continual  liberty 
1J0h.ii.34.0f  accefs  and  coming  into  his  efpecial  prefence,  that  he 
admits  them  to  a  kind  of  converfe  and  communion  with 
himfelf,  full  of  fpiritual  benefit  and  delight ;  that  bearing 
an  efpecial  good-will  and  favour  toward  them,  he  is  dif- 
pofed  to  exert  his  infinite  wifdom  and  power  in  their  be- 
half; is  ready  to  impart  all  needful  and  convenient  good 
unto  them  (help  in  their  needs,  fupply  in  wants,  protec- 
tion in  dangers ;  the  dire£lion,  affiftance,  and  comfort  of 
his  Holy  Spirit;  pardon  of  fins  and  peace  of  confcience ; 
all  the  blefilings  of  grace  here,  and  all  the  felicities  of 
glory  hereafter) ;  fuch  an  intereft,  as  it  were,  in  God  and  a 
title  unto  him,  fuch  a  poffeflSon  and  enjoyment  of  him  we 
are  capable  of  obtaining:  and  as  that  enjoyment  is  in  itfelf 
infinitely  above  all  things  defirable ;  fo,  if  we  love  God, 
we  cannot  furely  but  be  earneftly  defirous  thereof :  a  cold 
indifferency  about  it,  a  faint  wifliing  for  it,  a  flothful  ten- 
dency after  it^  are  much  on  this  fide  love;  it  .will  inflame 
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our  hearty  it  will  tranfport  our  mind,  it  will  beget  a  vigo«»  SERM. 
rous  and  lively  motion  of  foul  toward  it:  for  love,  you  ^^1^- 
jknow,  is  commonly  refembled  unto,  yea  even  aflumes  the 
name  of  fire ;  for  tbat  it  warms  the  bread,  agitates  the 
fpirits,  quickens  all  the  powers  of  foul,  and  fets  them  on 
work  in  defire  and  purfuance  of  the  beloved  objeft :  you 
may  imagine  as  well  fire  without  heat  or  a£tivity,  as  love 
without  fome  ardency  of  defire.     Longing  and  thnjiing  q/'Pfal.lxxxiv. 
foul;  fainting  fovy  and  panting  after  i  crying  out,  owd fjljj*  "*  ^' 
fetching  forth  the  hands  toward  God;  fuch  are  the  ex-cxlm.e, 
preflSons  fignifying  the  good  Pfalmift's  love ;  by  fo  apt 
and  fo  pathetical  refemblances  doth  he  fet  out  the  vehe- 
mency  of  his  defire  to  enjoy  God.     I  need  not  add  con- 
cerning endeavour;  for  that  by  plain  confequence  doth 
necefiarily  follow  defire :  the  thirfty  foul  will  never  be  at 
reft  till  it  have  found  out  its  convenient  refrefliment :  if 
we,  as  David  did,  do  long  after  God,  we  (hall  alfo  with 
him  eamejilyfeek  God;  nor  ever  be  at  reft  till  we  have 
found  him.     Coherent  with  this  is  a 

3.  Third  property  of  this  love,  that  is,  a  great  compla* 
cence,  fatisfaction,  and  delight  in  the  enjoyment  of  God : 
in  the  fenfe  of  having  fuch  a  propriety  in  him;  in  the 
partaking  thofe  emanations  of  favour  and  beneficence 
from  him ;  and  confequently  in  the  inftruraents  convey- 
ing, in  the  meatis  conducing  to  fuch  enjoyment :  for  joy 
and  content  are  the  natural  fruits  of  obtaining  what  we 
love,  what  we  much  value,  what  we  earneftly  defire. 
Yea,  what  we  chiefly  love,  if  we  become  poflefled  there- 
of, we  eafily  reft  fatisfied  therewith,  although  all  other 
comforts  be  wanting  to  us.  The  covetous  perfon  for  in- 
flance,  who  dotes  upon  his  wealth,  let  him  be  pinched 
with  the  want  of  conveniences ;  let  his  body  be  wearied 
with  toil ;  let  his  mind  be  diftraded  with  care ;  let  him 
be  furrounded  with  obloquy  and  difgrace — at  mihi  plaudo 
ipfe  domi ;  he  neverthelefs  enjoys  himfelf  in  beholding  his 
beloved  pelf:  the  ambitious  man  likewife,  although  his 
ftate  be  full  of  trouble  and  difquiet;  though  he  be. the 
mark  of  common  envy  and  hatreid;  though  he  be  expofed 
to  many  crofies  and  dangers;  yet  while  he  jQlands  in 
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SERM.  power  and  dignity,  among  all  thofe  thorns  of  care  and 
XXIII.  fear,  his  heart  enjoys  much  reft  and  pleafm-e.    In  like 
""""""""""  manner  we  may  obferve  thofe  pious  men,  whofe  hearts 
were  endued  with  this  love,  by  the  prefent  fenfe,  or  af- 
fured  hope  of  enjoying  God,  fupporting  themfelves  under 
LukeTi.2a.  all  wants  and  diftrefles  j  rejoicings  yea,  hoajiing  and  exult" 
Rom/via!  '^^  in  their  affli£tions;  and  no  wonder,  while  they  con- 
Col,  i.  34.  ceived  themfelves  fecure  in  the  poflefBon  of  their  hearth 
wifh ;  of  that  which  they  incomparably  valued  and  de- 
fired  above  all  things;  which  by  experience  they  have 
Pfal.  zxuv.  found  fo  comfortable  and  delicious  :  0  tq/ie  and  fee,  ex- 
'**"^*'^*  claims  the  Pfalmift,  infpired  with  this  paflSon,  0  tqfieand 
fee,  that  the  Lord  is  good:  How  excellent  is  thy  loving" 
kindnefs,  0  Lord!  They  (they  who  enjoy  it)  Jhall  be  abun^ 
dantly  fatisfied  with  thefatnefs  of  thy  houfe,  and  thou  /halt 
Kal.lxxxiy.  waAc  them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleafures:  A  day  in 
1,10.  Uiii.  ^y  courts  is  letter  than  a  thoufand:  My  foul  Jhall  be  fatis- 
fied  as  tuith  marrow  andfatnefs:  fo  did  thofe  devout  prac- 
tifers  of  this  duty  exprefs  the  fatisfaction  they  felt  in  God, 
and  in  thofe  things  whereby  he  did  impart  the  enjoy- 
Nch.ix.25.ment  of  himfelf  unto  them.     So  did  the  light  of  God*s 
ixUi.  3?  ^  countenance  cheer  their  heart ;  fo  did  his  loving-kindnefs 
xxxiii.  1.    appear  better  than  life  itf elf  unto  them.   Hence  do  they  fo 
cv.*3.  cvii.  frequently  enjoin  and  exhort  us  to  he  glad;  to  delight  ourr 
13.  ^^^^'li' felves ;  to  glory  ;  to  rejoice  continually  in  the  Lord;  in  the 
fenfe  of  his  goodnefs,  in  the  hope  of  his  favour;  the  doing 
fo  being  an  infeparablfe  property  of  love ;  to  which  we 
adjoin  another. 

4.  The  feeling  much  difpleafure  and  regret  in  being 
deprived  of  fuch  enjoyment;  in  the  abfence  or  diftance  as 
it  were  of  God  from  us ;  the  lofs  or  leflening  of  his  fa- 
vour ;  the  fubtraftion  of  his  gracious  influences  from  us  s 
for  furely  anfwerable  to  the  love  we  bear  unto  any  thing 
will  be  our  grief  for  the  want  or  lofs  thereof:  it  was  a 
fhrewd  argument  which  the  poet  ufed  to  prove  that  men 
loved  their  monies  better  than  their  friends,  becaufe— ^ 
tnajore  tumultu  plorantur  nummi,  quam  Junera-r-'they 
more  lamented  the  lofs  of  thofe  than  the  death  of  thefe  • 
indeed,  that  which  a  man  principally  afieds,  if  he  is  be^ 
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reavefl  theitoi^  be  his  condition  otherwife  how  pr6fpd)roii8  SE^RM. 
and  oomfqrtable ibe?er,  he  cannot  be  contented;  all  other  ^^^^^' 
enjoytnenta  become  unfayoiiry  and  unfatisfactory  to  him. 
And  fo  it  18  in  our  cafe,  when  Grod,  although  only  fo^ 
trials  according  to  his  wifdom  and  good  pleafure^  hides 
bis  faoe^  and  withdraws  his  hand ;  leaving  the  foni  in  a 
kifid  of  deflation  and  darknefs;  not  finding  that  ready 
aid  in  dtdrefs,  not  feeling  thtit  cheerful  vivacity  in  obedi^ 
ence,  not  tafting  that  fweet  reliih  of  devotion,  which  have 
been  ufually  aflforded  thereto;  if  love  refide  in  the  hearty-  it 
nHU  fiirely  difpofe  it  to  a  fenfible  grief;  it  will  infpire  fuch 
exolamations  as  tbofe  of  the  Pfalmift :  Hoii/  longj  Lord,  wUi  Pial. 
thou  hide  thy  face  P  Hide  not  thy  face  from  thy  fervant^for^^^^^^^^ 
I  am  in  trouble:  Turn  unto  me  according  to  the  multitude i^-^^ti^'  7» 
of  thy  tender  mercies :  Draw  nigh  unto  my  foul  and  redeem^  "' 
i/r    Even  our  Saviour  himfelf  in  fuch  a  cafe,  when  God 
feeBied  for  a  time  to  withdraw  the  light  of  his  counte* 
i^ance,  and  the  protedion  of  his  helpfcd  hand  from  him^ 
(or  to  frown  and  lay  his  heavy  hand  upon  him)  had  his 
foul  ifeplkuirdy  eng  ^avarov,  extremely  grieved  and  fill  o/'Mttt.  xtvi. 
deadly  anguijh ;  neither  furely  was  it  any  other  caufe  ^J*  "^ 
dian  exceffr  of  love,  which  made  that  temporary  defertion 
fo  grievous  and  bitter  to  him,  extorting  from  his  moft 
meek  and  patient  heart  that  woful  complaint,  My  God, 
my  God,  why  hqfi  thouforfakenme  I  But  efpecially,  when 
OUT  iniquities  have,  as  the  Prophet  exprefTeth  it,feparatedlt^  lix.  3. 
between  our  God- and  us  ;  and  our  fins  have  hid  his  facejef.Y.as. 
from  us  :  when  that  thick  cloud  hath  eclipfed  the  light  of  lfa.zliT.36. 
his  countenance,  and  intercepted  his  gracious  influences; 
when  by  wilfully  oilending  we  have,  as  the  Ifraelites  are 
faid  to  have  done,  rejeited  our  God,  caft  him  off,  andiSanuviiL 
driven  him  from  us;  fo  depriving  ourfelves  of  propriety  in^*  **  ^' 
him,  and  the  pofTeffion  of  his  favour;  then  if  any  Jove  be 
alive  in  us,  it  will  prompt  us,  with  thofe  good  men  in 
their  penitential  agonies,  to  be  grievoufly  fenfible  of,  and  Pfal.  vi. 
forely  to  bewsdl  that  our  wretched  condition ;  there  ^itt^^j^w^  u, 
not,  if  we  fo  heartily  love  God^  and  value  his  favour  ascu.  cxzz. 
thrjr  did,  le  anyfmndnefs  in  ourflejh,  or  reft  in  our  hones  ^     "'^ 
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SERM.  ourjpirit  uHU  be  overwhelmed  within  us^  and  our  heart 

XXIIL  within  us  defolate.     Our  heart  will  bejmitten  and  wUhered 

Pf.  xxxviii.  like  grafsy  upon  the  confideration  and  fenfe  of  fo  inefli- 

cii"I'"  *  niable  a  lofs.    Love  will  render  fuch  a  condition  very  fad 

and  uneafy  to  us;  will  make  all  other  delights  infipid  and 

diftadeful;  all  our  life  will  become  bitter  and  bmthenfome 

to  us;  tieither,  if  it  iti  any  meafure  abides  in  us,  (hall  we 

Pfal.vi.  4.  receive  content,  till  by  humble  deprecation  we  have  re^ 

j*"7."cii?2!S**"®^  fome  glimpfe  of  God's  favour,  fome  hope  of  being 

cxlUi.  7.     reinftated  in  our  pbfleffion  of  him.    Farther  yet, 

'  5.  Another  property  of  this  love  is,  to  bear  the  higheft 
good-will  toward  God ;  fo  as  to  wifh  heartily  and  effec* 
tually,  according  to  our  power,  to  procure  all  good  to 
him,  and  to  delight  in  it;  fo  as  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
and  to  remove  all  evil,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  that  may  befisdl 
him,  and  to  be  heartily  difpleafed  therewith.  Although 
no  fuch  benefit  or  advantage  can  accrue  to  God  which 
may  increafe  his  effential  and  indefeAible  happinefs ;  no 
iMal.xvi.  a.  harm  or  damage  can  arrive  that  may  impair  it,  (for  he  can 
Job  jmii.  a.  jij^  neither  really  more  or  lefs  rich,  or  glorious,  or  joyful 
than  he  is;  neither  have  our  defire  or  our  fear,  our  delight 
or  our  grief,  our  defigns  or  our  endeavours  any  objeft, 
any  ground  in  thofe  refpefts ;)  yet  hath  he  declared,  thait 
Jcr.  he.  24.  there  be  certain  interefts  and  concernments,  which,  out  of 
his  abundant  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion,  he  doth  tender 
and  profecute  as  his  own :  as  if  he  did  really  receive  ad- 
vantage by  the  good,  and  prejudice  by  the  bad  fuccefs, 
refpeftively  belonging  to  them  ;  that  he  eameftly  defire^ 
and  is  greatly  delighted  with  fome  things,  very  much  dif- 
Ekes,  and  is  grievoufly  difpleafed  with  other  things :  for 
inftance,  that  he  bears  a  fatherly  affeftion  toward  his 
creatures,  and  eameftly  defires  their  welfare;  and  delights 
to  fee  them  enjoy  the  good  he  defigned  them  5  as  alfo 
diflikes  the  contrary  events ;  doth  commiferate  and  con- 
dole their  mifery ;  that  he  is  confequently  well  pleafed, 
when  piety  and  jiiftice,  peace  and  order  (the  chief  means 
conducing  to  our  welfare)  do  flourifh ;  and  difpleafed, 
when  impiety  and  iniquity,  diflenfion  and  diforder  (thofo 
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certain  Tources  of  mifchief  to  us)  do  prevail ;  thiat  he  is  SERIM 
well  fiitisfiedwitb  our  rendering  to  him  that  obedience^  XXIII 
honour^  and  refpeft,  which  are  due  to  him;  and  highly  of- 
fended  with  our  injurious  and  difrefpeftful  behaviour  to- 
ward him,  in  thecommiiSon  of  iin  and  violation  of  his  mod 
juft  and  holy  commandmenta:  fo  that  there  wants  not 
iitfficient  matter  of  our  exerciiing  good-will,  both  in  affec- 
tion and  adioh  toward  Grod ;  >  we  are  capable  both  of 
wiihing,  and  (in  a  manner,  as  he  will 'interpret  and  accept 
it)  of  doii3g  good  to  him^  by  ;our  concurrence  with  him^ 
in  prombting.thofe  things  which. he  approves  and  delights 
in,  and  in  removing  the  .contrary.    And  fo  furely  {ball 
we  do,  if  we  truly  love  God  :  for  love>  as>  it  would  have 
the  objed  to  be  its  own,  as  it  intends  to  enjoy  it^  fo  it 
.would  have  it  in  its  bed  date,  and  would  put  it  thereinto, 
.and  would  conferve  it  therein ;  and  would  thence  contri- 
bute all  it  is.able  to  the  welfare,. to  the  oxnatpent,  to  the 
pleafure  and  content  thereof.    What  is  ii,  faith  Cicero,  /o  Quid  eft 
Joue,  but  to  will  or  defire^  that  the  perfon  loved Jhoidd  receivfi  *2f"^°  ■ 
the  greaieji  good  that  can. he?   Love  alfo  doth.rccqncile^alkiaeni 
conform,  and  unite  the  inclinations  and  affe&ions  of  hitn  1^^^^ 
who  loyes,  to  the  inclinations  and  affe&ions  of  hun  v/ho  Cic.deFt> 
is  beloved.;    eadem  velle^  ei  eadem  nolle ,  to  confent  in* 
liking  and  dijliking  of  things,  if  it  be  not  the  caufe,  if  it  be 
not  the  formal  reafon  or  effence,^  as  fome  <have  made  \%^ 
it  is  at  lead  a  certain  eifed:  of  love.     If  then  we  truly  love' 
Gpd,  we:  fliall  defire  that  ail  his  defignsf  pcpfper,  that  his 
•fileafure  be  fulfilled,  that  all  duty  be  perforrnedy  all  glory 
rendered  to  him :  we  fhall  be  grieved  at  the  wrong,  the 
^(honour,  the  difappointment  he  receives :  efpecially  we 
(ball,  endeavour  in  our  owq  pradice,  with  holy  David,  /o  AasxiiLs 
perform  trivrx  tol  dsX^/xotra  odru,  all  that  God  wiUs,  d^fires, 
pr  delights  in;  to  efchew  whatever  offends  him.    Our 
defire,  our  delight,  our  endeavour  will  confpire  with  and 
be  fubordinate  to  his ;  for  it  would  be,  a  drange  kind. of 
Jove  ithat  were  confident  with  the  voluntary  doing  of  that 
which  is  hurtful,  injurious,  or  offenfiye  to  that  we  love; 
,fach  anions. being  the  proper  effe£ls, , the  natural  figns  of 
hatred  and  enmity :  ff  any  man  fay,  I  lope  God,  and 
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SERM.  hateth  his  hnther^  he  is  a  liar,  Mth  St.  John;  «and^ ijf .«Ky 

^^^^^*  man  feeth  his '  brother  need,  and  Jhutieth  his  bowels  toward 

1  John  iY.  A^^  ^oiu  doth  the  love  of  God.  abide  in  himf  He  that  in 

90.  iU.  17.  his  afiedions  iJB.fo  unlike,  fo  eontrary  untoXjod ;'  he  that 

.18  unwilling  to. comply  with  God's  will  in  fOireafoimble  a 

perforaaance ;  he  that  in  a  matter  wherein  God  hath-de- 

Glared  himfdf  fo  much  concerned,  and  fo  a&&ed  tfaeiie^ 

.with,  doth  not  care  to  crofs  him,  to  difpleafe  and  4i£* 

appoint  him ;  how  can  he  with  any  (hew  oi  troth,  pr  with 

:any  modefty  pretend  to  love  God?  Henpe  it  is,  that 

keeping:  of  God's  commandments  is  eommonly  i?^ve* 

Tented  to  us  as  the  moft  proper  expreffion,  as>  the  fureft 

E»)cLzx.6;argument  of  our  love  to  God  2  Jhewing  mercy  to  thoU* 

Jimds  of  them  that  kwe  me,  and  keep  my  commandinen^ts ; 

they  are  joined  together  as  terms  equivalent,  or  as  infe« 

John  xiv.   parable  companions  in  effeft  2  He  that  haih  my  cowvmamA' 

31, 23. XV. ^^/^  Qji^  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  4hat  hueth  met  Ye  e^ 

my  friends,  (that  is,  not  only  obje^  of  my  alfedion;  hut 

a^vely  friends,  bearing  afieftion  unto  me,)  if  ye  io  uAai* 

I  jfAn  It,  Joever  I  command  you,  fdth  our  Saviour:  and>  Whofi 

"•  keepeth  his  word,  in  him  is  the  love  of  God  truly  perfeBed : 

(he  hath  the  truth  and  fineerity}  he  hath  the  integrity 

and  confummation  of  love  :  without  it  love  is  wholly  falfb 

and  counterfeit,  or  very  lame  and  imperfeSt;  fo  the  loving 

^and  beloved  Difciple  teaches  us.)     For  by  doing  thus, 

as  we  fignify  our  efteeni  of  God's  wifdom  which  dire&eth 

us,  our  dread  of  his  power  and  jufiice  that  can  puni(h  us, 

bur  hope  in  his  goodnefs  and  fidelity  to  reward  us,  our 

regard  to  his  majefty  and  authority  over  us ;  fo  efpeoially 

thereby  (if  our  obedience  at  lead  be  free  and  eheerful)  we 

exprefs  our  good  will  toward  him;  (hewing  thereby,  that 

we  are  difpofed  to  do  him  all  tlie  good  and  gratHy  him 

all  we  can;  that  his  interefls,  his  honour,  his  content  are 

pr.  Ixxxvi.-dear  and  precious  to  us.    And  were  indeed  our  hearts 

Col  iii.  14.  *"*^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^®  bond  of  perfe£tion,  we  could  not 
in  our  wills,  and  confequently  in  our  pradice,  be  fo  (e* 
vered  from  him ;  we  (hould  alfo  love  heartily  all  virtue 
and  goodnefs,  the  neareft  refemblances  of  him,  and  wbidi 
he  chiefly  loves;  we  (hould  do  what  David  fo  oft  pi^- 
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fefles  himfelf  to  do,  love  his  lawy  and  greatly  delight  in  his  SERM. 
commandments.     With  our  Saviour,  we  fbould  delight  XXIII. 
to  perform  his  will',  it  would  (as  it  was  to  him)  be  ottr pfei.^i.  7, 
meat  and  our  drink  to  do  it ;  his  yoke  would  le  eafy  indeed,  ^^'  ^^* 
and  his  burthen  light  unto  us;  his  yoke  fo  eafy,  that  wens'ie^as, 
(hould  wear  it  rather  as  a  jewel  about  our  necks  than  as  a  J^'  *^*  ^** 
yoke;  his  burthen  fo  light,  that  we  fhould  not  feel  it  as  aPTal.  i.  9. 
burthen,  but  efteem  it  our  privilege.    We  (hould  not  be""*  ^*    ' 
fo  dull  in  apprehending,  or  fo  flack  in  performing  duty;Hcb.x.  7. 
for  this  (harp-fighted  affediion  would  prefently  difcem,^.  30. 
would  readily  fuggeft  it  to  us ;  by  the  lead  intimation  itP'®^'^"^*'' 
would  perceive  what  pleafeth  God,  and  would  fnatchpp- 
portunity  of  doing  it :  we  (hould  not  need  any  arguments 
to  perfuade  us,  nor  any  force  to  compel  us,  love  would 
infpire  us  with  fufficient  vigour  and  alacrity ;  it  would 
urge  and  Simulate  us  forward  not  only  to  walk  in,  but  P<kL  exit, 
even,  as  the  Pfalmift  exprefleth  it^  to  run  the  ways  of^^* 
God^s  commandments. 

But  let  thus  much  ferve  for  explication  of  the  nature  of 
this  duty ;  in  order,  as  was  before  faid,  to  the  diredion 
of  our  pra£iice,  and  examination  thereof:  the  particular 
duties  mentioned  being  comprehended  in,  or  appertaining 
to  the  love  of  God,  if  we  perceive  that  we  pra£tife  thero^ 
we  may  to  our  fatisfaAion  and  comfort  infer,  that  pro* 
portionably  we  are  endued  with  this  grace ;  if  not,  we 
have  reafon  (fach  as  (hould  beget  remorfe  and  pious  for- 
row  in  us)  to  fufpeft  we  abide  in  a  (late  of  difafieftion  or 
of  indifierency  toward  him.  If  we  find  the  fonper  good 
difpofition,  we  (hould  ftrive  to  cfaeri(h  and  improve  it; 
if  the  fecond  bad  one,  we  (hould  (as  we  tender  our  owq 
welfore  and  happinefs,  as  we  would  avoid  utter  ruin  and 
mifery)  endeavour  to  remove  it. 

IL  To  the  efle&ing  of  which  purpofes  I  (hall  next  pro- 
pound fome  means  conducible ;  fome  in  way  of  removing 
obftades,  others  by  immediately  promoting  the  duty. 
.    Of  the  firft  kind  are  thefe  enfuing : 

I,  The  de(b'oyiiig  of  all  loves  of^ofite  to  the  love  of 
God>  extinguiihing  all  afiedion  to  thingf  odio^  $md  of*       ^ 
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SERM.  fenfive  to  God:  mortifying  all  corrupt  and  perverlfe,  all 
,^^^^^-  unrighteous  and  unholy  defires*.     It  agrees  with  fouls  no 
•Pfai.xcvii.lefs  than  with  bodies,  that  they  cannot  at  once  move  or 
YethatloTc^®"^  contrary  ways;  upward  and  downwiard,  backward 
the  Lord,    and  forward  at  one  time:  it  is  not  poffible  we  fhould 
"^^  '^  •    together  truly  efteera,  eameftly  dcfire,  bear  fincere  good- 
will to  things  in  nature  and  inclination  qbite  repugnant 
each  to  other.    No  man  ever  took  him  for  bis  real  friend, 
.who   maintains   correfpondency,   fecret  or  iopen,    who 
joins  in  afts  of  hoftility  with  his  profeffed  enemies :  at 
leaft  we  cannot,  as  we  ought,  love  God  with  our  whole 
heart,  if  with  any  part  thereof  we  afFeft  his  ienemies; 
thofe,  which  are  mortally  and  irreconcileably  fo ;  as  are 
ail  iniquity  and  impurity,  all  inordinate  luftsboth  of  fle(K 
rif^imfitm  and  fpirit:  the  camat  mirid  (the  minding  or  aifefiiing  of  the 
Rom'Ina'j.^^)  '^j  St.  Paul  tells  us,  ^TTM/y  toward  God;  for  it  is  not 
JiibjeSt  fo  the  law  of  God,  nor  can  be  ;  it  ift  an  enemy,  even 
the  worft  of  enemies,  an  incorrigibly  obftinate  rebel  againil 
God ;  and  can  we  then,  retaining  any  love  to  God  or  peace 
Jam.  iv.  4.  with  him,  comply  and  confpire  therewith?  And,  the  friend' 
fhip  of  the  world  (that  is,  I  fuppofe,  of  thofe  corrupt  prin- 
ciples, and  thofe  vicious  cuftoms  which  ufually  prevail  in 
the  world)  is  alfo,  St.  James  tells  us,  enmity  with  God; 
fo  that,  he  adds,  if  any  man  be  a  friend  to  the  world,  he  is 
««a/r«T«/.  thereby  conjiituted  (he  immediately  ipfofaSlo  becomes)  an 
1  John  ii.    enemy  to  God.    St.  John  affirms  the  fame ;  If  any  man 
^**  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Fathei'  is  not  in  him;  ex- 

plaining himfelf,that  by  the  world  he  means  thofe  things, 
which  are  moft  generally  embraced  and  praSifed  therein ; 
the  lufty  or  defire,  of  the  flejh,  (that  is^  fenfuality  and  in- 
ia-/:^i/^/«T«  temperance,)  the  Ivft  of  the  eyes,  (that  is,  envy,  covetouf- 
s'u^il'rif'  "^fs,  vain  curiofity,  and  the  like,)  the  ejlentation,  or  boaft- 
i^^ttXfOif^  ing,  of  life,  (that  is,  pride,  ambition,  vain-glory,  arrogance,) 
rtd^Uu!"*  qualities  as  irreconcileably  oppofite  to  the  holy  nature  and 
will  of  God,  fo  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  love  of 
him;  begetting  in  us  an  averfation  and  antipathy  towards 
him ;  rendering  his  holinefs  diftafteful  to  our  affeiftidns, 
and  his  juftice  dreadful  to  Our  confciences ;  and  himfclf 
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£onfequently^  his  will,  hn  law^  his  prefence  hatefal  to  us;  SERM. 
while  we  take  him  to  be  our  enemy  and  to  hate  w,  we  XXIII. 
fhall  certainly  in  like  manner  (land  jaffeded  toward  him: 
ihis'indeied  is  the  main  dbftacle,  the  removal  of  which  will 
inucb  fkcititiatte  the  introdd^on  of  divine  Ipve ;  it  being  a 
great  ftep  tci  v  reconciliation  and-  friendihi^,  »to  be  difert- 
gaged  from  the  adverfe  party*:  we  ihould  then  eafily  dif- 
cem  the  beauty-  of  divine  goodtiefs  and  fan6i^ty,  when  the 
mifts  of  ignorance;  of  erroryof 'dorrupt  prejudice,  ariBilg 
from  thofe  grdfs  'Carnal  =a(fe£i:ions,  Were  diiifipated- r  we 
(hould  better  reliflil  the  fweet  and  favoury  graoat  of  Godi 
when  the 'palate  of  our  khind  were  purged  jfirom  vickms 
tin£lnres ;  •  we  ilkmld  <  be  more '  ready  to  hope  for  peace 
and  farour  in  his  eyes,  when  our  confciences  were  freed 
from  the  fi^hfe  ■  of  fuch  provocations  and  defilements* 
But 

■    a.  If  we  would  obtain  this  exicellent  grace^  we  rouft 
reftrain  our  afleflions  toward  all  other  things,  h<>we.ver  in 
their  nature  innotent  and  indifferent.    The  young  gen-iEf^«^. 
tleman  in' the  Gofpel  had>  it  feeins,  arrived  to  the  former  ^*'^  **'• 
pitch;  having  through  the  courfe  of  his  life  abftained Marks. u. 
from  grofler  iniquities  and  impurities;  fo  far,  that' our  Sa* 
yiour,  in  regard  to  that  attainment  of  his,  conceived  an 
afibAion  for  him,  (he  loved  him,  it  is  laid,)  yet  was  not  he 
fufficiently  difpofed  to  love  Grod;  being  in  one  thing  defi^nydmmw 
dent,'  that  he  retained  an  immoderate  afTedion  to  hi82.a^^'^,J 
wealth  and  worldly  conveniences;  with  which  fort- of  af- ^o,       / 
fediohs  the  love  of  God  cannot  confift :  for  we  much 
undervalue  God,  and  cannot  therefore  duly  loye  him,  if 
we  deem  any  thing  comparable  to  him,  or  cpnfiderable  ia 
worth  or  ufefulnefs  when  he  comes  in  competition :  if  we 
deem,  that  the  pofleflion  of  any  other  thing  befide  him 
can  confer  to  our  happinefs,  or  the  want  thereof  can  pre-    . 
judice  it,  and  make  us  miferable :  no  other  love  iOiould 
bear  any  proportion  to  the  love  of  him ;  no  other  objeft 
ftfonld  appear  (as  indeed  none  really  is)  fimply  good,  de- 
firable,  or  artiiable  to  us.    What  value  St.  Paul  had  of  his  Phu.  iii.  s. 
legal  qualifications  and  privileges,  the  fame  (hould.  we 
have  concerning  all  other  things  in  appearance  pleafaht  or 
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SERM*  conveniMt  to  nw;  tbey  ought,  m  regard  to  God,  to  Jem 
XXHL  4amage  and  dung j  not  only  ^ktm  and  defpicable,  but  even 
fi»5i»  r»^  fordid  iind  loathfofoe  to  ns;  not  only  unworthy  of  our  r©^ 
gard  and  defire,  but  deferving  our  hatred  and  abhorrenoyr) 
we  (bould,  I  fay,  even  bate  tb^  bed  of  them ;  fo  our  Saviour 
LttkeziT.   eiFprefletb  it :  If  any  mun  doth  not  hate  his  fat  h^  and  his 
^'  mother y  his  wife  cmd  hi$  ehUdren^  his  brothers  andjifters^  and 

wen  hi^  oumfoul^  (or  his  owqlife)  he  cannot  he  my  difdplei 
that  19,  if  i^ny  man  retain  ifi  his  heart  apy  affection  not  in* 
finitely,  as  it  were,  lefji  than  that  which  he  bears  to  Godi 
if  any  tbing  be  in  comparifon  dear  and  precious  to  him, 
he  Is  not  difpofed  tcr  entertain  the  main  point  of  Chrift's 
diibipline,  the  fincere  and  entire  love,  of  God.  To  love 
ftiffi,  as  he  requires,  with  all  onr  hearty  implies^  that  our 
heart  be  €Ued  with  his  love,  fo  that  no  room  be  left  for 
any  other  paffion  to  enter  or  dwell  there.  And  indeed 
(boh)  if  we  obferve  it,  is  the  nature  of  our  foul,  we  can 
hardly  together  harbour  earned  or  ferious  afiedions 
toward  different  objedis;  one  of  them  will,  prevail  and 
predominate;  and  fo  doing  wiU  not  fufier  the  other  to 
remaun,  but  will  extrude  or  extinguiih  it :  no  heart  of  man 
can  correfpond  with  twp  rivals,  but3  as  our  Saviour 
Matc.Ti.24.teacheth  us,  H  wUl  hat^  and  defpife  one,  will  love  andjiick 
^  ^0  the  other*,  whence  be  infers,  that  %ue  cannot ferve  (that 
is,  affe&ionately  adhere  to)  hoth  God  and  mammon.  If 
nx.  UH.  we  have,  according  to  the  Pfalmift's  phrafe,^^/  our  hearts 
^^.  upon  wealth,  and  will  he  rich;  (are  refolved  to  be,  as  St 

17.  Paul  expreffeth  it;)  if  we  eagerly  alpire  to  power  and  honour, 

John  XII.    ^j^jj  ^^  Pharifees,  preferring  the  applaufe  of  men  hefore 
the  favour  of  God :  if  any  worldly  or  bodily  pleafure,  or 
any  curiofity  how  plaufible  foever,  hath  feized  upon  our 
fpirits  and  captivated  our  affedions  *,  if  any  inferior  ob- 
%  Tim.  iv.  J^&p  whatever  with  its  apparent   fplendour,  fweetnefs, 
lo*  goodlinefs,  convenience  hath  fo  inveigled  our  fancy,  that 

we  have  an  exceeding  efleem  thereof,  and  a  greedy  appe- 
tite thereto;  that  we  enjoy  it  with  huge  content^  and 
^  cannot  part  from  it  without  much  regret;  that  thing 
doth  at  prefent  take  up  God's  place  within  us ;  fo  that 
our  heart  is  uncapable^  at  leaft  in  due  meafure^  of  divine 
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]ov«:  but  if  we  be  indiffimntly  afibaed  toward  all  fuch  SERM. 
thiagi,  and  are  unconoemed  in  the  proleace  oc  abfence  3Km. 
of  them;  efieeming  them  as  they  are^  mean  and  *vain; 
loving  them  as  they  deferve,   aa  inferior  and  trivial ; 
.if^  aocording  to  St*  Paul's  diredion,  we  ufe  them  m\  Cot.  ^Vu 
tf  we  ufed  them,  not  $  it  is  another .  good  ftep  toward  ^^' 
■the   love   of  God:-  the  divine    light  will    (hine    more 
l^ightly  into  fo  calm  and  ferene  a  medium :  a  foul  void  of 
•other  afieftions  will  not  be  only  more  capable  to  recdve^ 
-iNit  apt  to  fuck  in  that  heavenly  one ;  being  infenfibk^  in 
:any  confiderable  degree,  of  all  other  comforts  and  com- 
f  laceoces,  we  (hall  be  apt  to  fearch  after,  and  reach  out 
M  that,  which  alone  can  fatisfy  our  underftanding  and 
iatiate  our  defires ;  ei^ially  if  we  add  hereto, 

3.  The  freeitig  of  our  heuts  alfo  from  immoderate  af» 
StSdon  to  ourfelves;  (I  mean  not  from  a  fober  defire  or  an 
eameft  regard  to-  our  own  true  good ;  for  this,  as  nature 
'enforces  to,  fo  all  r^fon  allows,  and  even  Ck»d's  com- 
mand obligeth  us  to ;  nor  can  it  be  exceffive ;  but  a  high 
^^nceit  of  ourfelves  as  worthy  or  able,  a  high  confidence 
in  any  thing  we  have  within  us  or  about  us;)  for  this  is  a 
very  ftrongbar  againft  the  entrance,  as  of  all  other  cha- 
fity,  fo  efpecially  of  this ;  for  as  the  love  of  ao  external 
o\^eSt  dodi  thruft,  aa  it  were,  our  foul  outwards  towards 
it;  fo  the  love  of  ourfelves  detains  it  within,  or  draws 
it  inwards  9  and  confequently  thefe  inclinations  croffing 
each  other  cannot  both  haVe  efled,  but  one  will  fub- 
due  and.deftroy  the  other.  If  our  mind  bt-^ipjhjms  cm^ 
tenim  itmis'^aiis/ied  with  her  own  (taking  them  for  her 
own)  endowments,  abilities,  or  fencied  perfeftions^  if 
we  imagine  ourfelves  wife  enough  to  perceive,  good 
enough  to  choofe,  refolute  enough  to  undertake,  ftrong 
enough  to.  achieve,  coi^^t  enough  to  purfue  what- 
ever is  conducible  to  oiu*  real  happinefs^  and  heft  eon- 
tent;  we  (hall  not  care  to  go  farther;  we  will  not  bej^^f*^ 
at  the  trouble  to  ^sareh  abroad  for  that  wbich^  in  onrt^i^vief- 
ppinioiiy  we  can  fo  readily  find,  fo  eafily  enjoy  at  home*  r^W  «V 
If  we  fo  admire  and  dote  upon  ourfelves,  wo  thereby  put  ^^  ^^h^ 
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SEHM.  ourfelves  into  God's  ftead^  and  ufarp  th&  thibne  doe  tb 
XXIII.  him  in  QU|.  hearts;  comparing  ourfelves  to  God^.and  in 
^.effeft  preferring. ourfelves  before  him ;  thereby,  confo- 
rquently  (hutting  out  that  unparalleled  efieem^  that  predd^ 
minant  affe£lion  we  owe  to  him;  while  we  are  bufy.in 
drefling  and  decking,  in  courting  and  worfhipfnng  \tluB 
idol  of  our  fancy,  we  (hall  bes  eflranged-  from  .the 
true  objed  of  our  devotion ;  both  we  (haU  willingly  n6g- 
leSt  him,  and  he  in  juft  indignation  will. defert  us.  .  Bu£if 
as-  all  other  things^  fo  even  ourfehres  do  appear  exceed- 
ingly vile  and  contemptible,  foul  and  ligly  in  comparifon 
Gal.  Ti.  3.  toiOdd ; .  if  we  ktke  ourfelves  to  be  (as  truly  we,  are)'jQa(ire 
nothings^  or  fomethings  worfe ;  not  onlydeftitute  of  «U 
con(iderable  perfe£tioQS,  but  full  of  great .  defeats ;.  blind 
^nd  fond  in  our  conceits,  crooked*  and  perverfe  lia^our 
wills,  infirm  and  unliable  in  all  our  powers,,  unable  fO 
difcem,  unwilling  to  embrace,  backward  to  fet  upon,  in- 
-confiant  in  profecuting  thofe  things  which  ar^  truly  good 
and  advantageous  to  us ;  if  we  have,  I  fay,  this  right  ofir 
nion  and  judgment  of  ourfelves,  feeing  v^ithia  us  nothing 
lovely  or  defirable,  rio  proper  obje£l  there  of  our  efteem 
or  aflfeflion,  no  bottom  to  reft  our  mind  upon,  no  ground 
offolid  comfort  at  home,  we  (hall  then  be  apt  to  ]ook 
abroad,  to  diredl  our  eyes,  and  fettle  our  affedtions  upon 
fomewhat  more  excellent  in  itfelf,  or  more  beneficial  td 
us,  that  feems  better  to  deferve  our  regard,  and  more 
able  to  fupply  our  defe£ts.  And  if  iall  other  things  about 
us  appear  alike  deformed  and  deficient,  unworthy  our  af- 
fection and  unable  to  fatisfy  our  defires ;  then  may  we  be 
difpofed  to  feek,  to  find,  to  fatten  and  repofe  our  foul 
upon  the  only  proper  objefl:  of  our  love;  in  whom  we 
(hall  obtain  all  that  we  need,  infallible  wifdom  to  guide 
us,  omnipotent  ftrength  to  help  us,  infinite  goodnefs  for 
us  to  admire  and  enjoy.  ;    . 

Thefe  are  the  chief  obftacles,  the  removing  of  which 
conduce  to  the  begetting  and  increafing  the  love  of  God 
.in  us.  .  A  foul  fo  cleanfed  from  love  to  bad  and  filthy 
things,  fo  emptied  of  affedion  to  vain,  and  unprofitable 
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things^  fo  opened* and  dilated  by  excluding  all  conceit  of,  SERM^ 
all  confidence  in  itfelf,  is-  a  veflel  proper  for  the  divine  love  XXIll. 
tol^eiiifixfed  into;  into  fo  larger  and  pure  a  vacuity  (as 
finer  (abftances:  are  apt  to  flow  of  themfelveg  into  fi^c;!e8i 
void  of  grofler  matter)  that  free  and  moveable  Spirit  oS^ 
divine  grace  will  be  ready  to  fucceed,  and  therein  to  dif- 
perfe  itfelf.    As  all  other  things  in  nature,  the  clogs 
being  removed  which  hinder  them,  do  prefently  tend  with 
all  their  force  to  the  place  of  their  reft  and  well-being ; 
fo  would,  it  feems,  our  fouls,  being  loofed  from  bafer  af- 
fe&ions  obftru£ting  them,  willingly  incline  toward  God^ 
the  natural  centre,  as  it  were,  and  boibm  of  their  aflfec- 
tion;   would    refume,   as   Origen    fpeaks,  that  natural  oixr^ 
philtre  (that  intrinfic  fpring,  or  incentive  of  love)  which^^^'^'^C 
all  creatures  have  toward  their  Creator  ;  efpecially,  if  to  ri  ^^U  w 
thefe  we  add  thofe  pofitive  inftruments,  which  are  more  oH^^n 
immediately  and  dire6Hy  fubfervient  to  the  produ£Uon  oiCi//.^,\Qi. 
this  love ;  they  are  thefe  : 

1.  Attentive  confideration  of  the  divine  perfections, 
with  endeavour  to  obtain  a  right  and  clear  apprehenfion 
of  them. 

2.  The  confideration  of  God's  works  and  anions ;  his 
works  and  a3:ions  of  nature,  of  providence,  of  grace. 

3.  Serious  regard  and  reflefiion  upon  the  peculiar 
benefits  by  the  divine  goodnefs  vouchfafed  to  our- 
felves. 

4.  An  earned  refolution  and  endeavour  to  perform 
God's  commandments,  although  upon  inferior  confidera- 
tions  of  reafon  j  upon  hope,  fear,  defire  to  attain  the  be- 
nefits of  obedience,  to  fhun  the  mifchiefs  from  fin. 

5.  Afiiduous  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  in  mercy 
would  pleafe  to  beftow  his  love  upop  us,  and  by  his  grace 
to  work  it  in  us. 

But  I  muft  forbear  the  profecution  of  thefe  things^ 
rather  than  farther  trefpafs  upon  your  patience.  Let  us 
conclude  all  with  a  good  Colled,  fometimes  ufed  by  our 
Church. 

0  Lord,  who  haft  taught  us,  that  all  our  doings  without 
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SERM.  charity  are  mtkmg  worthj  fend  thy  Holy  Ghd/l,   and 

XXIII.  pour  into  our  hearts  that  moji  exeeUent  gift  of  charity , 

"  the  very  bond  of  peace  and  of  all  virtues,  withaui  which 

whofoever  liveth  is  counted  dead  before  thee;  grant  this  fat 

thine  only  Son  Jefus  Chri/fsfaie.    Amn. 


SERMON   XXIV. 


I       — i^l— IN  t      *r 

OF  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD, 


Matth.  xxii,  37, 

Jefusfaid  unto  hiniy  Thoujhalt  Uve  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart. 

rrHICH  is  the  great  commandment  f  was  the  queftion,  SERM. 
in  anfwer  whereto  our  Savioar  returns  this  text;  and  that  XXIV. 
with  higheft  reafon,  (difcernible  by  every  man^)  for  that  of 
neceffity  the  love  of  God  is  the  principal  duty  we  owe 
unto  him  :  the  great  duty  indeed^  as  being  large&in  ex* 
tent,  and  connprehending  in  a  manner  all  other  duties  of 
piety }  as  that  which  exceeds  in  proper  worth  and  dignity^ 
(employing  the  liobleft  faculties  of  our  fouls  in  their  beft 
operations  upon  the  mod  excellent  objed,)  as  that  which 
communicates  virtue  unto,  and  hath  a  fpedal  influence 
upon  all  other  duties ;  in  fine,  as  that,  which  is  the  fuos^ 
the  foul,  the  fpring  of  all  other  duties :  in  difcourfing 
whereupon,  I  did  formerly  propound  this  method.;  firfi, 
to  declare  the  nature  thereof;  then,  to  (hew  fbme  means 
apt  to  beget  and  improve  that  excellent  virtue  in  us; 
laftly^  to  propofe  fome  inducements  to  the  praAice 
thereof. 

The  firft  part  I  endeavoured  to  perform,,  by  defcribing 
it  according  to  its  effential  properties  (common  to  love  in 
general,  and  more  particularly  to  this)  of  duly  efteemlng 
uod,  of  defiring,  according  as  we  are  capable,  to  pofleft 
and  enjoy  him,  of  receiving  delight  and  fatisfa&ion  in  the 
^joyment  of  him,  of  feeling  difpleafure  in  being  deprived 
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SERM.  hereof,  of  bearing  good-will  unto  him,  exprefled  by  en- 
^^^^'   deavours  to  pleafe  him,  by  delighting  in  the  advancement 
of  his  glory,  by  grieving  when  he  is  diflerved  or  dif- 
.  honoured. 

The  next  part  I  alfo  entered  upon,  and  offered  to  con- 
sideration thofe  means,  which  ferve  chiefly  to  remove  the 
impediments  of  our  love  to  God  ;  which  were, 

I.  The  fuppreffing  all  affeftions  oppofite  to  this; 
all  perverfe  and  corrupt,  all  unrighteous  and  unholy 
defires. 

a.  The  reftraining  or  keeping  within  bounds  of  mode- 
ration our  affeftions  toward  other  things,  even  in  their 
nature  innocent  or  indifferent. 

3.  The  freeing  of  our  hearts  from  immoderate  affe£lipjti 
toward  ourfelves ;  from  all  conceit  of,  and  confidence  hii 
any  qualities  or  abilities  of  our  own ;  the  diligent  ufe  of 
which  means  I  did  fuppofe  would  conduce  much  to  thet 
produ^on  and  increafe  of  divine  love  within  us. 

To  them  I  fliall  now  proceed  to  fubjoin  other  inftru- 

ments  more  immediately  and  dire&ly  fubfervient  to  the 

fame  purpofe  :  whereof  the  firfl:  is, 

K«s#xir^i»      I.  Attentive  confideration  upon  the  divine  perfections, 

•ITk'Slf  *'  "^^^^  endeavour  to  obtain  a  right  and  clear  apprehenfion 

r«»  wijfi  ^jS  of  them :  as  counterfeit  worth  and  beauty  receive  advan- 

liiHi^J'"  tage  by  diftance  and  darknefs;  fo  real  excellency,— ^  pro- 

'y^^^^'^yj'piusjiesy  te  capiet  magis — the  greater  light  you  view  it  in, 

dejud.  Dei,  the  nearer  you  approach  it,  the  more  ftriftly  you  examine 

torn.  11.  p.  j^^  ^Yie  more  you  will  approve  and  like  it :  fo  the  more 

we  think  of  God,  the  better  we  know  him,  the  fuller 

and  clearer  conceptions  we  have  of  him,  the  more  we 

fliall  be  apt  to  eAeem  and  defire  him ;  the  more  expedient 

in  himfelf,  the  more  beneficial  to  us  he  will  appear. 

Hence  is  the  knowledge  of  God  reprefented  in  holy  writ 

not  only  as  a  main  infirument  of  religion,  but  as  an  eflen- 

aPet.ii.20.tial  charafter  thereof:  as   equivalent  to  the  being  well 

iq/i^^^^' eiSeOied  tov/Sird  God  :  O  continue^  Mth  the  Pfalmift,  thy 

ifa.  V.  13.   loving'kindnefs  unto  them  that  know  thee;  that  is,  to  all 

Hof.  ii.  10.  religious  people.    And,  This,  faith  our  Saviour,  is  life 

Johnxvii.3.^^^^^/^  ^0  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift^ 
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whom  thou  hq/ljent;  knowledge  of  them  implying  all  SERM. 
good  affeftions  toward  them  :  as  on  the  other  fide,  igno-  ^^^^' 
ranee  of  God  denotes  difaflfeaipn  or  want  of  affeftion  •*«'•  *»"• 
toward  God :  Now  thefons  of  Eli,  it  is  (kid,  werefons  ofxxx'u  34. 
Belialj  they  knew  not  the  Lord:  ^nd.  He  that  loveth  not,^^^J'^'  *• 
faith  St.  John,  doth  not  know  God;  the  want  of  love  to  Jcr.  t\x.  a, 
God  is  an  evident  fign,  a  natural  effeft  of  ignorance  con- ^'.^g^'i^, 
cerning  him :  indeed  confidering  the  nature  of  our  mind,  *• 
and  its  ordinary  method  of  operation,  it  feems  impoflible,  la. 
that  fuch  perfeSion  difcerned  (hould  not  beget  anfwerable  *Jo**»^^*** 
reverence  and  afFeftion  thereto:  if  beautiful  fpeftacles, 
harmonious  founds,  fragrant  odours,  delicate  favours  do 
neceflarily  and  certainly  pleafe  the  refpeftive  fenfes ;  why 
(hould  not  with  the  like  fure  efficacy  the  proper  objects 
of  our  mind  affeft  it,  if  duly  reprefented  and  conveyed 
thereto  ?  If  the  wit  of  the  mod  ingenious  artifts,  the  cun- 
ning of  the  deepeft  politicians,  the  wifdom  of  the  fageft 
philofophers  are  but  mere  blindnefs  and  ftupidity  in  com- 
parifon  to  the  wifdom  of  God ;  the  loVeft  inftanc6  or  ex- 
preffion  of  whofe  wifdom  (his  rJ  pogov,  his  folly ,  as  St.  1  Cor*  i.  as. 
Paul  (peaks)  is  wtfer  than  men,  doth  excel  the  refults  of 
man's  higheft  wifdon^;  yet  them  we  admire  and  com- 
mend in  men,  why  then  do  we  not  much  more  adore  the   . 
divine  wifdom?  If  the  abilities  of  them  virho  dexteroufly 
manage  great  bufinefs,  or  achieve  profperoufly  great  ex- 
ploits are. indeed  mere  impotency  in   regard  to   God^s 
power;  whofe  weaknefs  (that  is,  the  fmalleft  effefts  of 
whofe  power)  is,  as  St.  Paul  again  tells  us,  Jironger  than 
men,  (urpaflfes  the  utmoft  refults  of  human  endeavours : 
yetthofe  things  in  men  we  extol  and  celebrate,  how  can 
we  theii  forbear  to  reverence  the  divine  power?  If  the 
difpenfers  of  freed  and  largeft  bounty  among  men,  the 
noblefl  patriots,  the  mod  munificent  benefad:ors,  the  mod 
tenderly  affeftionate  friends  be  in  refpeft  of  God  un- 
worthy to  be  counted  or  called  good,  (as  our  Saviour  tells 
V^9  V  y^  l^^ing  l^od  knqw  to  give  good  things;  and,  There VIm. Ml 
is  none  good  but  God;)  yet  fuch  perfons  are  much. beloved  L^Jkeiui^, 
and  applauded :  how  then  can  we  abdain  from  paying  the  Matt,  xiji* 
like  meafure  of  affe^on  and  refpe^  to  tb«{  divine  good-^^' 
VOL.  I.  X.  1 
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SERM.  ner3  ?  If  good.cjp^ities  fo  inferior  and  .defe.£Uve  obtida;f9 

^XIV.  much  from  us,  whence  comes  it  that  the  infinitely  fupe-? 

'  rior  and  mod  perfeft  excellencies  of  God  do  not  beget  in 

their  proportion  a  fuitable  regard  and  veneration  in  ^ 

toward  him  ?  whence,  if  not  either  from  our  not  firmly 

believing  them,  or  not  rightly  apprehending  them,  or  not 

attentively  confidering  them  ?  Our  belief  of  them  in  groii 

and  at  large  we  may  fuppofe,  as  cpnne&ed  with  the  belkf 

of  God's  exiftence,  and  included  in  the  very  notion  of 

God;  the  defeft  tiierefore  mull  proceed  from  the  remaiiH 

ing  caufes,  want  of  a  right  apprehenfion,  or  negleft  ofat- 

^tentive  confideration  about  them  :  as  to  the  firft  of  thefe; 

It  is  common  for  men  to  have  confufed,  imperfed,  and 

wrong  conceptions  about  the  divine  attributes,  efpeciallj 

in  the  recefles  of  their  mind ;  which  although  they  fpar? 

to  utter  with  their  mouths,  yet  they  vent  in  their  pra&ice: 

if  we,  for  inftance,  imagine  that  we  can  comprehend  the 

extent  of  God's  defigns,  or  fathom  the  depth  of  hi$  couih: 

fels ;  if  we  meafure  and  model  his  re&fons  of  proceeding 

lfa.lv.  8.    according  to  our  fancy,  (as  if  his  thoughts  were  a^  our 

y,      '      '  thoughts^  and  his  ways  as  our  ways  ;  or,  as  if  he  d\Afee  as 

t>cMt.xx\x,jj2Q2ij}^^sj^  if  we  can  blefs  ourf elves  in  following  our  own 

Pfal.  ixxxi.  imaginations y  counfels,  and  devices,  although  repugnant  to 

Ife  u"  V*^^®  refolutions  of  divine  wifdom;  taking  thefe  not  to 

liii.  6.        befit,  or  not  to  concern  us,  as  we  find  many  in  the  Scripr 

Jer.  xviii.    tm-e  reproved  for  doing;  we  greatly  miftake  and  underr 

Hof.  X.  12.  value  that  glorious  attribute  of  God,  his  wifdom;  and  no 

Pfal.  ixxiii.  wonder  then,  if  we  do  not  upon  account  thereof  duly  re- 

11.  X.  11.  verence  and  love  God:   likewife  if  we  concerning  the 

divine  power  conceit,  that,  not  with  (landing  it,  we  (hall  be 

Jobix.  4.    able  to  accomplifli  our  unlawful  defigns;  that  we.m^j, 

x^is^^liv    ^^  ^^  ^^  ^"  ^^^f  harden  our  hearts  a^airi/i  him  and  pro/per  s 

17-  that  we  can  any  wife  either  withftand  or  evade  his  power, 

32.  '  '     (^s  alfo  many  are  intimated  to  do,  in  Scripture ;  even  ge- 

Dcut.        nerally  all  thofe  who  dare  prefumptuoufly  to  offend  God,) 

Dan"v. 23.we  alfo  mifconceive  of  that  excellent  attribute;  and  the 

^J"??^'^-^- contempt  of  God,  rather  than  love  of  him,  will  thence 

Jcr'.xyi.  16.  arifc.    If,  Concerning  the  divine  goodnefs  and  hoUnefs,  wQ 

xx^ii.  29.  i^oo^^ine  that  God  is  difaffeded  toward  his  creatures,  (a»- 
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teccdently  to  all  demerits,  or  bad  qualifications  in  theni^)'SERM.' 
yea  indifferent  in  affe^lion  toward  them  ;  indiriable  to  do'  ?^^^^'  ,, 
them  harm,  or  not  propenfe  to  do  them  good;  if  weNuro. xiv. 
deem  him  apt  to  be  harfti  and  rigorous  in  his  proceed-  ^^chron. 
ings,  tp  exaft  performances  unfuitable  to  the  ftrength  hex.ii.  12. 
bath  given  us,  to  impofe  burthens  intolerable  upon  us ;  ^^'|^J^'^,|^^,, 
will  not  fuch  thoughts  be  apt  to  breed  in  us  toward  God  ^^**  «•««'••»» 
(as  they  would  toward  any  other  perfon  fo  difpofed)  ra-J,^J;^'p/a/. 
ther  a  fervile   dread,   (little  different    from    downright:*'' ^'^- *• 
hatred,)  or  an  hoftile  averfatioh,  than  a  genuine  reverence, 
or  a  kindly  affeftion  toward  him  ?  If  we  fancy  him,  like 
to  pettifli  man,  apt  to  be  difpleafed  without  caufcj  or 
beyond  meafure,  for  our  doing  fomewhat  innocent,  (nei- 
ther bad  in  itfelf,  nor  prejudicial  to  public  or  private  good,) 
or  for  our  omitting  that,  which  no  law,  no  good  reafori 
plainly  requires  of  us;  what  will  fuch  thoughts  but  four 
our  fpirits  toward  him,  make  us  fearful  and  fufpicious  of 
him  ;  which  fort  of  difpofitions  are  inconfiftent  with  true 
love?  If,  on  the  other  fide,  we  judge  him  fond  and  partial 
in  his  affeftions;  or  flack  and  eafy,  as  it  were,  in  his  pro-  '     ' 

ceedings;  apt  to  favour  us  although  we  negle6k  him;  to 
indulge  us  in  our  fins,  or  connive  at  our  mifcarriages ; 
will  not  fuch  thoughts  rather  indine  us  in  our  hearts  to 
flight  him,  and  in  our  adions  infolently  to  dally  with 
him,  than  heartily  and  humbly  to  love  him  ?  If  we  con- 
ceit his  favour  procured,  or  his  anger  appeafed  by  petty 
obfervances,  perhaps  without  any  good  rule  or  reafon 
affected  by  ourfelves  5  when  we  negle6k  duties  of  greater 
worth  artd  confequence,  the  more  weighty  matters  of  the 
Law  I  what  is  t\m  but  infiead  of  God  to  reverence  an  idol 
of  bur  own  fancy;  to  yield  unto  him  (who  ia  only  pleafed 
with  holy  difpofitions  of  nfiind,  with  real  effefts  of  good^ 
nefs)  not  duties  of  humble  love,  but  afts  of  prefumption 
and  flattery?  But  if,  contrariwife,  we  truly  conceive  of 
God's  wifdom,  that  his  counfels  are  always  throughly 
good,  and  that  we  are  concerned  both  in  duty  and  intereft 
to  follow  them,  although  ejtceeding  the  reach  of  our  uri- 
derflanding,  or  contrary  to  the  fuggeftiona  of  our  fiiney';  ^ 
concermng  his  ppwer,  that  it  will  certainly  interpofe  itfelf 

L  l;i 
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$EB,M.  to  the  hindrance  of  our  bad  prpje&a,  that  it  will  be  in 
XXIV.  y^^  to.conteft  therewith,  that  wc  muft  fubmit  untd,  or 
(hall  be  crufhed  by  his  hand;  concerning  his  goodneis, 
that  as.  he  is  infinitely  good  and  bentgn,  fo  he  is,alfo  per- 
fe£Uy  holy  and  pure;  as  be.wiihetb  us  all  good,  and  is 
ready  to  promote  it,  fo  he  detefteth  our  fins,  nor  will  fuf-r 
fer  us  to  do  himfelf,  ourfelves,  and  our  neighbour '  any 
wrong ;  as  moft  bountiful  in  difpenfing  his  favours,  fo  not 
prodigal  of  them,  or  apt  to  caft  them  away  on  fuch  as 
little  value  them,  and  do  not  endeavour  to  anfwer  them  ; 
as  a  faithful  rewarder  of  all  true  virtue  and  piety,  fo  a 
fevere  chaftifei?  of  all  iniquity  and  profanenefa;  as  full  of' 
mercy  and  pity  toward,  them,  who  are  fenfible  of  their 
unworthinefs,  and  penitent  for  their  £Eiults,  fo  .an  impla- 
cable avenger  of  ob^Inate  and  incorrigible  wickedoeis: 
in  fine,  as  a  true  friend  to  us,  if  we  be  not  wilful  enemies^ 
to  bina,  and  defirous  of  our. welfare,  if  we  do  not  ,per- 
verfely  render  ourfelves  incapable  thereof;  fo  withal:  jea- 
lous of  his  own  honour,  refolute  to  m^ntain  and  vindi-^ 
ifa.  V.  4.     cate  his  juft  authority,  careful  to  uphold  the  interefts  of 
JfaLv.4!*  "g^^^  ^"^  truthj  and  to  fhew  the  diftinftion  he  makea 
xi.  5,  &c.   between  good  and  evil;  if  we  have,  I  fay,  fuch  concep- 
tions of  Qod,  (agreeable  to  what  his  word  and  his  doings 
reprefent  him  to  us,)  how  can  we  otherwife  than  bear  a 
moft  high  refpeft,  a  moft  great  affection  unto  him.?  A 
prince  furely  endued  with  fuch  qualities;  wife,  and  pow- 
erfuly  good  and  juft  together ;  tendering  the  good  of  his 
people,  yet  preferving  the  force  of  his  laws;  defigniag 
always  what  is  beft,  ^nd  conftantly  purfuing  his  good  in- 
tentions j  tempering  bounty  and  clemency  with  needful 
juftice  and  feyerity ;  we  ftiould  all  commend  and  extol  as 
worthy  of  moft  afTeflionate  veneration;  how  much  more 
then  fhall  we  be  fo  aflfQ^ied  toward  him,  in  whom  we  apr 
prehend  all  thofe  excellencies  to  concur  without. any  im-* 
perfeflion  or  allay  ?  efpecially  if  by  attention  we  imprefs 
thofe  conceptions  upon  our  hearts;  for  how  true,  and 
proper  foever,  if  they  be  only  flight  .and  tranfient,.  they 
may  not  fuffipe  to  this  intent;  if  they  pafs  away  aa  a  flaih^ 
they  will  not  be  able  to  kindle  in  us  any  ^ftrong  Mfft&ioxu 
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But  if  fuch  abftrafted  confideration  of  the  divine  perfec-  SERM. 
ti'ons  will  not  alone  wholly  avail,  let  lis  add  hereto  as  a  XX1V> 
fiirther  help  toward  the  produfUon  and  increafe  of  tliis 
divine  grace  in  us, 

a.  The  confideration  of  God's  works  and  aftions;  his 
works  of  nature,  his  ads  of  providence,  his  works  and 
a&s  of  grace;  the  careful  meditating  upon  thefe  will  be 
apt  to  breed,  to  nourifli,  to  improve,  and  augment  this 
dfFeftion.    Even  the  contemplation  of  the  lower  v^^orks  of 
nature,  of  this  vifible  frame  of  things,  (upon  which  indeed 
many  perfpicuous  charafters  of  divine  perfeftion,  of  im- 
Inenfe  power,  of  admirable  wifdom,  of  abundant  good- 
tiefs  are  engraven,)  hath  in  many  minds  excited  a  very 
high  degree  of  reverence  and  good  afie£fci6n  tovvard  God : 
the  devouteft  perfons  (the  holy  Pfalmift  particularly)  wePfal.  viii. 
may  obferve  frequent  in  this  praftice,  enflairling  their  ^JJ^'^^i^n* 
hearts  with  love,  and  elevating  them  in  reverence  toward 
CrOd,  by  furveying  the  comrrion  works  of  God,  by  view- 
ing and  confidering  the  magnificent  vaftnefs  and  variety, 
the  goodly  order  and  beauty,  the  cdtiftant  duration  and 
(lability  of  thofe  things  we  fee ;  in  remarking  the  general 
bounty  and  munificence  with  which  this  great  Paterfa* 
milias  hath  provided  for  the  neceflary  fuftetiancei  for  the 
convenience,  for  the  defence,  for  the  relief,  for  the  delight 
and  fatisfa£tioti  of  his  creatures :  even  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  thefe  things  being  raviftied  with  admiration  and 
affeftion,  how  often  do  they  thus  exclaim  :  0  Lord^  Aoti/ Pfal,  xxxHi. 
manifold  are  'thy  works j  in  wifdom  haft  thou  made  them  alL  cify^iof ** 
The  earth  is  fall  of  the  goodriefs  of  the  Lord :  the  earth,  Ocxlvii.  4, 
Lord,  is  full  of  thy  mercy!  Great  is  our  Lord,  and  of  great 
power;  his  nndefftanding  is  infinite:  All  thy  works Jkall 
praije  theej  V  Ltfrd;  with  fiich  refteftionp,  I  fay,  upon 
thofe  common,  yet  admirable  arid  (exbellent  works  of 
God  (which  we  perhaps  with  a  r'egardlfefs  eye  improfit- 
ably  pafs  dver)  did  thofe  good  men  kindle  and  foment 
pious  affefliions  toward  God.    The  fame  effeft  may  alfo 
the  confidering  the  very  cotnmoh .  pf oceediligs  of  divine 
providence  beget  in  us;  fuch  is  are  difcerhible  to  every 
attentive  mind  both  from  hifiory  and  dkily  experi^n&e; 

^13 
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&ERM.  confidering  God'«  admirable  condefcenfion  in  regarding 
?.^^'.  and  ordering  human  affairs  both  for  common  benefit,^ 
'  and  for  relief  of  particular  neceffities,  his  fopplying  the 
general  needs  of  men,  relieving  the  poor,  fuccouring  the 
weak  and  helplefs,  proteding  and  vindicating  the  op- 
preifed,  his  feafonable  encouraging  and  rewarding  the 
good,  retraining  and  chaftifing  the  bad :  even  fuch  oh- 
fervations  are  produAive  of  love  to  God  in  thofe,  who, 
l(a.v.  12.  according  to  that  duty  intimated  by  the  prophet,  (29 
5  c}/u,4Q.^g^^d  the  tvorks  of  the  Lord,  and  confider  the  operations. 
Uiv,9.cx'uqJ  /iig  hands:  They  who  are^  wife,  and  will  obferve  thefe 
ii.cjdiiib.  things  J  they,  as  the  Pfalmift  tells,  Jhall  ^vnderjiand  the 
hving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord;  underftand  it  pradically,  fo 
as  to  be  duly  affeded  thereby;  and  fo  accordingly  we 
find  the  confideration  of  thefe  things  applied  by  the 
great  guides  and  patterns  of  our  devotion.  But  efper 
cially  the  (ludy  and  contemplation  of  thofe  more  high 
and  rare  proceedings  of  God,  in  managing  his  gracious 
defign  of  our  redemption  from  fin  and  mifery,  wherein  a 
wifdom  fo  unfearchable  and  a  goodnefs  fo  aftonifhing 
declare  themfelves,  are  mo(l  proper  and  effeAual  means 
of  begetting  divine  love  :  if  the  confideration  of  God's 
eternal  care  for  our  welfare,  of  his  defcending  to  the 
lowed  condition  for  our  fake,  of  his  willingly  undertaking 
and  patiently  undergoing  all  kinds  of  inconvenience,  of 
difgrace,  of  bitter  pain  and  forrow  for  us ;  of  his  freely 
offering  us  mercy,  and  earneftly  wooing  us  to  receive  it, 
even  when  offenders,  when  enemies,  when  rebels  againft 
him ;  of  his  bearing  with  exceeding  patience  all  our  neg* 
.  lefts  of  him,  all  our  injuries  towards  him  ;  of  his  prepare- 
ing  a  treafure  of  perfeft  and  endlefs  blifs,  and  ufing  all 
means  poflible  to  bring  us  unto  the  pofleflSon  thereof;  if, 
I  fay,  confidering  thofe  wonderful  drains  of  goodnefs  will 
not  affeft  us,  what  can  do  it  ?  How  miferably  cold  and 
damp  muft  our  affeftions  be,  if  all  thofe  powerful  rays 
(fo  full  of  heavenly  light  and  heat)  ftiining  through  our 
minds  cannot  inflame  them  ?  how  defperately  hard  and 
tough  muft  our  hearts  be,  if  fuch  incentives  cannot  foften 
and  melt  them  ?  Is  it  not  an  apathy  more  than  ftoicul. 
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more  than  ftony,  which  can  ftand  immoveable  before  fo  SERM. 
xiilghty  inducements  to  paflion  ?  Is  it  not  a  horridly  pro-  ^^^^'■. 
digibus  infenfibility  to  think  upon  fuch  expreffions  of 
kindnefs  without  feeling  afie£):ion  reciprocal  ?  But  if  the 
coniSderation  of  Grod's  general  and  public  beneficence  will 
not  totich  us  fufficiently,  let  us  farther  hereto  adjoin, 

3.  Serious  reflexions  upon  the  peculiar  (perfonal  or 
private)  benefits  by  the  divine  goodnefs  vouchfafed  unto 
ourfelves.  There  is,  I  fuppofe,  fcarce  any  man,  who  may 
not,  if  he  be  not  very  ftupid  and  regardlefs,  have  ob- 
ferved,  befide  the  common  effefts  of  God's  univerfal  care 
and  bounty  wherein  he  partakes,  even  fome  particular  ex- 
preffioiis  and  teftimonies  of  divine  favour  difpenfed  unto 
hini  by  Grod's  hand,  (apt  to  convince  him  of  God's  efpe* 
cial  providence,  care,  and  good-will  to  him  particularly, 
and  thereby  to  draw  him  unto  God,)  both  in  relation  to 
liis  temporal  and  to  his  fpiritual  ftate ;  in  preventing  and   *  ' 

preferving  him  from  mifchiefs  imminent,  in  opportune  re- 
lief, when  he  was  prefled  with  Want,  or  furprifed  by  dan- 
ger; in  direfting  him  to  good,  and  diverting  him  from 
evil.    Every  man's  experience,  1  fay  and  fuppofe,  will  in-  • 
form  him  that  he  hath  received  many  fuch  benefits  from  . 
a  hand,  invifible  indeed  to  fenfe,  yet  eafily  difcernible,  if 
he  do  attend  to  the  circumftances  wherein,  to  the  feafons 
when  they  come ;  it  is  natural  to  every  man  being  in  dif- 
trefs,  from  which  he  cannot  by  any  prefent  or  vifible 
means  extricate  hiaifelf,  to  flretch  forth  his  hand  and  lift 
up  his  voice  toward  heaven,  making  his  recourfe  to  divine 
help ;  and  it  is  as  natural  for 'God  to  regard  the  needs,  to 
Kearken  to  the  cries,  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  fuch  per- 
fbns;  for.  The  Lord  is  nigh  to  all  that  call  upon  him:  Aepfai. exjv.  ■ 
cpeneth  his  hand,  and  fatisjieth  the  defire  of  every  living^^*  ^^'.^y' 
thing:  He  will  he  a  rjsfuge  to  the  oppreffed,  a  refuge  in \o.  ix.9. ' 
times  of  trouble :'  Hefatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  andflletli 
the  hungry  foul  unth  goodnefs  i  They  that  feek  the  Lord 
Jhdll  not  want  any  good  thing:  Look  at  the  generations  of  eccX^b. a. 
did  and  fee;  did  ever  any  truji  in  the  Lord  arid  was  for^  l^*     .    . 
faken  ?  or  whom  did  he  ever  de/pife  that  called  upon  him  f 
This  poor  man  (this,  and  that,  any  poor  man,)  cried,  and 

L  I4 
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SERM.  /Ae  Lord  heard  htm,  and/aved  him  out  of  all  Ms  troubles  li 
XXIV.  ^^QQ  then  no  man  inaU  likelihood,  hath  not  fomc  occa- 
fion  of  God's  efpecial.  favour  and  afliftance,  and  God  is 
always  fo  ready  to  afford  tbem^  we  may  reafpnably  pre* 
fume  that  every  man  doth  fometime  recei^  them,  and  id 
thereby  obliged  to  return  a  grateful  afie6Uon  to  him,  not 
only  as  to  a  common .  benefaftor^  but  as  to  his  particular 
friend  and  patron.     However  there  is  none  of  ua  who 
may  not  perceive  hirafelf  Angularly  v^debted  to  God's  pa- 
tience in  forbearing  to  punifh  him,  to  his  mercy  in  par- 
dpning  and  palling  over  innumerable  offences  committed 
againfl:  him :    the  renowned  penitent  in  the  Gofpel  did 
Luke  Tit.    Iqpq  much,  lecaufe  much  was  forgiven  her:  and  who  is 
there  of  us,  that  hath  not  the  fame  reafon  to  love  much  ? 
Who  is  there  that,  at  leaft  according  to  God's  mclination 
and  intention,  hath  not  had  much  forgiven  him  ?    Whom 
Roin.ii.  4.  have  not  the  riches  of  divine  goodnefs  and  long-fuffering 
attended  upon  in  order  to  his  repentance  P   Who  hath  not 
been  in  fo  great  degree  ungrateful,  unfruitful,  atid  unpro- 
Luke  xvii.  fitable,  that  he  hath  not  abundant  reafon  to  acknowledge 
Kal.  cxxx.  God's  efpecial  grace  in  bearing  with  him,  and  to  confefa 
^«  ..  with  Jacob,  that  he  is  lefs  than  the  leajl  of  all  God's  rnev" 

10.  '  cies  ?  If  any  fuch  there  were,  he  iliould  have  no  lefs  caufo 

to  be  affeAed  with  the  abundance  of  that  grace,  which 
fo  preferved  him  from  fins  and  provocations.     For  if  we 
Pf.  xxxvii.  (land,  it  is  he  that  upholdeth  us;  if  we  fall,  it  is  he  that 
aa.cxlvi.e.y.^^^^  wj;  it  is  his  efpecial  favpur  that  either  we  avoid 
fin,  or  finning  efcape  puni(hment.    ,]^ow  then  God  having 
by  many  real  evidences  declared  fuch  particular  affe&ion 
.  toward  us,  can  we,  confidering  thereon,  do  otherwifq  than 
1  John  iv.  fay  to  ourfelves,  after  St,  John^  Nos  e^go  diligamus  Deum, 
^^'  .  quoniam  prior  dilexit^  nos;  Let  us  therefore  love  God,  ie- 

caufe  Godfrji  loved  us ;  furely  in  all  ingenuity,  according 
to  all  equity,  we  are  bound  to  do  io ;  the  reafon  and  na- 
ture of  things  doth  require  it  of  us :  all  other  loves,  even 
thofe  of  the  bafer  fort,  are  able  to  propagate  thenifelves } 
"Ertx^i^f    (to  continue  and  enlarge  their  kind;)  are  commonly  fruit- 
P^J^^^.^'ful  and  efreftual  in  producing  their  like:  how  firangely 
ms4.  Stph,   then  unnatural  an^  monfirou^  is  it,  that  this  love  pnly^ 
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thU  fo. vigorous  an^  |>erfeft,1oveji  fbpuld  be  barren  and  SERM. 
impotent  as  it  were  ?.  If  you  love  fhofe  that  love  you,  faith  ^^* 
pur:  Saviourji  what  refuard  have  youf  (what  reward  can  Matt.  ▼.4«. 
yoi;  pretend  to  fqr;fo  cpqimon^.  fo  neceflary  a  perfonp- 
ance })  do  not  even  the  publicans  do  the  fame  ?  (the  pub-* 
licans/mcn  not  ufually  of  the  bed  natures,  or  Rendered 
hearts,  yet  they  do  thus.)     And,  again  faith  h^,  If  yoz^Lukevi.ss. 
love  thofe  who  love  you,  what  thank  is  itf  for  evm  Jinners 
-  love  thofe  that  love  them;,  (iinners^ 43ien  not  led  by  con- 
fpience  pf  duty,  or  regard  to  reafon,  but  hurried  with  a 
kind,  of  blind  and  violent  force^,by  indind  of  nature^  do 
fo  muph^  go  ib  far.)   .If  thus  men,  both  by  nature  and 
cufipDa  moft  untra^ble^  the  lea^ft  guided  by  rules  of  rights 
of  reafon,  of  ingenuity ;  yea^  not  only  the  mod  barbarous 
men,  but  even  the  mod  favage  beads  are  fendble  of  cour- 
teliesj  return  a  kind  of  affection  unto  them  wl)o  make 
much  of  them,  and  do  them  good ;  what  temper  are  we 
of,  if  aU  that  bounty  we.  experience  cannot  move  us ;  if 
Gpd's  daily  loading  us  with  his  benefits,  if  his  crowning  pfai.  izviii. 
us  with  loving' kindnefs  and  tender  mercies,  if  all  thofe  g^*^^*"*  ^** 
Jhowers  of  l^l^j[/ings,  which  he  continually  poureth  .down  xxxiv.  36i 
upon  our  heads^  do. not  produce. fom.egoo,d  degree  of 
correfppndent  .a0edio][i  in  us?    It  cannot  furely  proceed 
altogether  from  a  wretched  bafenefs  of  difpodtion,  that  we 
are^  fo  cold  and  indifferent  in  pur  ^fi*e^ion  toward  pod, 
or  are.fometimes  fo  averfe.from.lpving  him;  it  mud  ra-    . 
theriif  great  part  9ome  froip  our  not  obferving  carefully, 
no(  frequently  <^lliiig. to  miqd,  not  earnedly  confidering 
what  God  hath  done  for  us,  v  how  exceecJingly  we  dand 
obliged  -to  his  -gpodnefs,  from  our  following  that  un- 
tovyardgeneration  of  men,  ^ho  were  not,  |tis  faid,9;{ini2-Neh.ix.i7. 
fid  of  the  wgnders  which  God  did  among  them ;  who  re-^P(9\.\xzyrm, 
memlerednot  his  hand,  nor  the  4qy  thai  h^  delivered  them'i  *^'  *^* 
rather  follow;ing,:I  fay^.fuch  oarelefs  and  heartlefs  people,DeMt.y.29, 
{[q  they  are  termed,)  |^han  imitating  that  excellent  per-  ^^'^*  ^' 
fpn's  difcretion^  who  condandy  did  fet  God's  loying^kind'-  Pf.  xxvl  a. 
n^s,  before  his  eyes,  who  frequently  d^  thus  raife  his 
xpind,  and  roufe.up  his  a&^ons;  Blefsthe  Lord,  0  myPfal.eili. 
foul,  and  all  that  is  within,  me  blefs  bi^  holy  ruuMm    Bl^s 
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SERIiL  '^  Lord,  0  my  fouljund  forget  not  all  his  benefUsj  whi 
XXIV.  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquitieSycmd^.hhaleth  aU  tky  difeafes, 
&c.  It  is  not  for  want  of  the  like  experience,  or  the 
like  obligation,  but  for  want  of  the  Tame  wifdom,  of  the 
fame  care,  of  the  fame  boned  eonfideration  and  diligence, 
that  we  do  not  the  like. 
To  thefe  means  I  add  thatj 

4.  A  fpecial  help  to  breed  in  us  this  holy  difpofition  of 
foul  will  be  the  fetting  ourfelves  in  good  earned,  with  a 
ftrong  and  conftant  refolution,  to  endeavour  the  perform- 
ance  of  all  our  duty  toward  Grod,  and  keeping  his  com- 
mandments although  upon  inferior  cbnfiderations  of  rea- 
fon,  fuch  as  we  are  capable  of  applying  to  this  purpofe; 
regards  of  fear,  of  hope,  of  defire  to  avoid  the  mifchiefs 
arifing  from  fin,  or  attaining  the  benefits  enfuing  upon 
virtue.  If  we  cannot  immediately  raife  our  hearts  to  that 
higher  pitch  of  afting  from  that  nobler  principle  of  love, 
let  us  however  apply  that  we  caii  reach  unto  pra&ice, 
driving  as  we  are  able  to  perform  what  Crod  requires  of 
us ;  exercifing  ourfelves,  as  to  material  a6t8,  in  keeping  a 
confcience  void  of  offence  toward  God  and  toward  man ; 
the  doing  which,  as  it  may  in  time  difcover  the  excellency 
of  goodnefs  to  our  mind,  fo  it  will  by  degrees  reconcile 
our  affeftions  thereto;  then,  by  God's  blefling,  (who  gra- 
cioufly  regards  the  meaneft  endeavours  toward  good; 
Ifjuxlii.  1.  who  defpijeth  not  the  day  of  f mall  things;  who  will  not 
Zcch.iv.io.  gji^ficfi  i/ic  fmoking  Jlaxf  nor  break  the  hruifed  reed,)  from 
doing  good  out  of  a  fober  regard  to  our  own  welfare,  we 
fhall  come  to  like  it  in  itfelf,  and  coniequently  to  love 
him,  unto  whofe  nature,  and  to  whofe  will,  it  renders  us 
conformable:  for  as  doing  ill  breeds  a  diilike  to  good- 
nefs, arid  an  averfation  from  him  who  hinrfelf  is  ■  frdi 
thereof,  and  who  rigoroufly  exafils  it  of  us ;  as  a  bad  con- 
fcience removes  expeftation  of  good  from  God,  and  be- 
gets a  fufpicion  of  evil  from  him,  cotifequently  fiifling  all 
kindnefs  toward  him ;  fo,  doing  well,  we  fhall  become 
acquainted  with  it,  and  friends  thereto ;  a  hearty  appro- 
bation, efteem,  and  good-liking  thereof  will  enfue ;  find- 
ing by  experience^  that  indeed  the  ways  of  wifdom^,  vir- 
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tue^  and  piety  are  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  p^ce ;  SBRM:- 
that  the  fruits  of  confcientious  pra^ice  are  health  to  our  ^^^^:, . 
body  and  to  otir  foul,  fecurity  to  our  eftate  and  to  our 
reputation,  reft  in  our  mind,  and  comfort  in  our  confci* 
ence :  goodnefs  will  become  precious  in  our  eyes,  and  he 
who  commends  it  to  us,  being  himfelf  eflential  goodneft,* 
will  appear  moft  venerable  and  m'oft  amiable,  we  (hall 
then  become  difpofed  to  render  him,  what  we  perceive  he 
beft  deferves,  entire  reverence  and  aifedion. 

5.  But  I  commend  farther,  as  a  moft  neceflary  mean  of  at- 
taining this  difpoiition,  afliduous  eameft  prayer  unto  God^ 
that  he  would  in  mercy  beftow  it  on  usi,  and  by  his  grace 
work  it  in  us :  which  practice  is  indeed  doubly  condu* 
cible  to  this  purpofe ;  both  in  way  of  impetration,  and  by 
real  eiEcacy:  it  will  not  fail  to  obtain  it  as  a  gift  frora 
God ;  it  will  help  to  produce  it  as  an  inftrument  of  OiDd's 
grace. 

Upon  the  firft  account  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary ;  for  it  is 
from  Grod's  free  reprefentation  of  himfelf  as  lovely  to  our 
minds,  and  drawing  our  hearts  unto  him,  (although  ordi- 
narily in  the  uie  of  the  means  already  mentioned,  or  fome 
like  to  them,)  that  this  affedion  is  kindled;  our  bare  con- 
fideration  is  too  cold,  our  rationi4  difcourfe  too  faint :  we 
cannot  fuflSciently  recolle£t  our  wandering  thoughts,  we 
cannot  ftrongly  enough  imprefs  thofe  proper  incentives  of  * 
love  upon  our  hearts,  (our  hearts  fo  damped  with  fenfual  * 

defires,  fo  clogged  and  peftered  with  earthly  inclinations,) 
fo  as  to  kindle  in  our  fouls  this  holy  flame;  it  can  only 
be  eflfeSed  by  a  light  fbining  from  God,  by  a  fire  Coming 
from  heaven :  as  all  others,  fo  more  efpecially  this  queen 
of  graces  muft  proceed  from  the  Father  of  lights,  and 
Giver  of  all  good  gifts :  he  alone,  who  is  love,  can  be  the 
parent  of  fo  goodly  an  offspring,  can  beget  this  lively 
ioTage  of  himfelf  within  us:  it  is  the  principal  fruit  ^Gal.v.  as. 
God*s  Holy  Spirit^  nor  can  it  grow  from  any  other  root 
than  from  it;  it  is  called  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  as  its  moflRom.  zv. 
iignal  and  peculiar  ef{e£k :  in  fine,  the  love  of  God,  as  St.  ®^' 
Paul  exprefsly  teaches  us,  is  Jhed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  given.unto  us;  ffwon,  but  that  not  without  otkr 
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SERM.  ing,  without  feeking;  a>gcaoe  fo  excellent,  God,  we  may 

^^^*  be  aflumd,  will  not  difpenfe,  :a  gift  fo  precious  be  will  not 

beftow  on  them,  who  do  not  care  to  look  after  it,  who 

will  not  vouchfafe  to  beg  it :  Jf  we  are  not  willing  to  ac* 

knowledge  our  wafit  thereof;  if  we  reftife  to  exprefe  our 

c|efire  of  it;  if  We  will  .not  (hew<tbat  we  regard  and  value 

ifj  if,  when  God  freely  offers  it,  and  invites  us  to  receive 

it,  (he  doth  fo  by  oflfering  his  Holy  Spirit,  the  fountain 

thereof,  unto  us,)  we  will  not  decently  apply  ourfelves  to 

him  for  it,  how  can  we  expe£t  to\dbtain  it?  God  hath 

pppoupd^d  this  dondition,  (and  it  is  furely  no  hard,  no 

Lukexi.  9,  grievou^i  condition,)  iftve  q^tuejhall  receiver  he  hath  ex* 

Matt.  xxt.  prefsly  pitnnifed  that  he  tuillgive  his  Spirit  (his  Spirit  of 

^ch"*^*   love)  Jo   them  who  afh  it:  we  nlay  be  therefore  fiire, 

xxviii.  9.    performing  the  condition  .-duly,  to  obtain  it;:  and  as  fure, 

«Chron.xv.  jj^p&^g  that,  wc;  deferve  to  go-without. 

Prayer  then  is  upon  this  account  a  needful  means;  and 
iti^  a  very  profitable  one  upon;  the  fcore  of  its  own  im- 
mediate  energy  or  virtue:  for 'as  by  familiar  oonverfe 
(together  with  the  delights  aiid  advantages  attending 
thereon)  other  friendfhips  are  begot  and  nouriflied,  fo 
even  by  that  acquaintance,  as  it  were,  with  God,  which 
devotion  begets,  by  experience  therein  how  fweet  and 
good  he  is,  this  afFe6tion  is  produced  and  ftrengthened, 
u»xkks  fitf  As  want  of  intercourfe  weakens  and  diiTolves  friendfhip ; 
tf^Ytfin  ^^  ^f  ^®  feldom  come  at  God,  or  little  converfe  with  him, 
hikvn.  it  is  not  only  a  fign,  but  will  be  a  caufe  of  eftrangement 
and  difaffeaion  toward  him:  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  thing,  prayer  hath  peculiar  advantages  above  other 
a£ts  of  piety,  to  this  eflFefl: :  therein  not  only  as  in  con- 
^mplation  the  eye  of  our  mind  (our  intellectual  part)  is 
direiftpd  toward  God;  but  Our  affeftions  dfo  (the  hand  of 
our  foiilby  yybich  we  embrace  good,  the  feet  thereof  by 
which  we  purfue  it)  are  drawn  out  and  fixed  upon  him; 
we  not  only  therein  behold  his  excellencies,  but  in  a  nfan- 
ner  feel  them  and  enjoy  them ;  our  hearts  alfo  being 
thereby  foftened  and  warmed  by  defire  become  more  fuf- 
oeptive  of  love.  We  da  in  the  performanqe  of  this  duty 
approach  nearer  to  God^  and  confequently  God  dinw^ 
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nearer  to  us^  (as  St^  James  aflwes;  Draw  near,  faith  be,  SEllM. 
unto  God^  and  he.  will  draw  near^io  yoUj)  and  thereby  We  XXIV. 
partake  more  fully  and  ftrongly  of  his  gracious  influences;  jam.  iv.  a. 
therein  iAdeed  he  moft  freely  communicates  his  grace, 
therein  he  makes  us  mod  fenfible;  of  his  love  to  Mj  and 
thereby  difpofeth  us  to  love  him  again.    I  add,  that  true 
(fervent  and  hearty)  prayer  doth  include  and  fupppfe  foiiie 
ads  of  love,  or  fome  near  tendencies  thereto ;  whence,  as' 
every  habit  is  corroborated  by  afts  of  its  kind,  fo  by  this- 
prad:ice   divine  love  will  be  confirmed  and  increkfed. 
I'hefe  are  the  means,  which  my  meditation  did  fuggeft  as 
conducing  to  th^  produ£Uoii  and  growth  of  this  mod  ex- 
cellent grace; in  our  fouls. 

III.  I  (hould  laftly.  propound  fome  inducements  apt  to 
(lir  us  up  to  thel  endeavour  of  procuring  it,  and  to  the  e:;^-^ 
ercife  thereof,  by  reprefenting  to  your  confideration  the 
bleifed  fruits  and  benefits  (both  by  way  of- natural  cau- 
fality  and  of  reward)  accruing  from  itj  as  alfo  the  wofuL 
confequences  and  mifchiefs  fpringii^  from  the  wainit 
thereof.  How  being  endued  with  it  pekfeds  and  ad- 
vances our  nature,  rendering  it  in  a  manner  and^degree 
divine,  by  refemblance  to  Ood,-(who,is  full  thereof,  fo^ 
full  that  he  is  called  love,)  by  approximation,  adherence, 
and  union,;  in  a  fort,tuntp  him;  how  it  ennobles  us  with 
the  mofl:  glorious  alliance  poffible,-  rendering  us  the 
friends  and  £Eivouritesx>f  the  fovereign  King  and  Lord  of 
all,  brethren,  of  the  firft-born^  whofe  names  are  written  in 
heaven;  enriches  us  with  a  right  and  title  to  the  mbidr 
ineftimable  treafures,  (.thofe^ which  eye  hath  not  Jeen,  nor  i  Cor.  ii.  9. 
ear  heard,  nor  hai^eentieredinto  tkehedri  of  man  to  conceivey 
which  God  hath  prepared  far  them  that  love  himy)  a  furb 
pofleffion:  of  the  fiipreme  good,  of  all  that  God  is  able  to 
beftowy  all .  whofe  wiCdomi  and'  power,  whofe  counfel  and 
care  it  eternally  engageth^f or  our  benefit ;  how  all  feoo- 
rity  and  wel£ure,  all  TeHand  peace,,  all  joy  and  happinefs  at^-^  . 
tend  upon  it^  for  that  tbeLwipreferiieth^U  them  that  love^^*  cilv. 
Am,  (preferveth  them  in  »the.enjo}i;meht' of  aU  goodj^inr^^' 
fafety  from  all  danger  land  mifcfaief,)  and  tibat  io  iAa/feii«AfliRom.iiii. 
love  God  all  things  cooperate  for:  their  gps4^  iiowMiicoin*'*' 
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XXPr.  tice  tbereoF,  fiir  furpaffing  all  otlicr  pSeafures;  perfedlf 
\  .  able  to  content  our  mind^  to  fuftain  and  comfort  us  even 
in  the  want  of  all  other  fatitfiidionBy  yea  under  the  pref- 
fare  erf  whatever  moft  grievous  aflK^ons  can  befall  us. 
How  coiitrariwife  the  want  thereof  will. deprefs  us  into  a 
fiate  of  greatefl  imperfedion  and  bafenefs^  fitting  us  at 
the  greateft  diftance  from  God  in  all  refpeds^  both  in  fi-* 
myStude  of  nature,  and  as  to  all  fitvourable  regard,  or* 
beneficial  communication. from  him;  calling  us  into  ^a- 
wretehed  and  difgraceful  confortihip  with  the  moft  dege*^ 
nerate  creatures,  the  accurfed  fiends,  who^  for  difafiefiioa  • 
and  enmity  toward  God,  are  baniflied  from  all  happineft ; 
how  it  extremely  impoveriiheth  and  bqggaretb  us,'  diveft* 
ing  us  of  all  right  to  any  good  thing,  rendering  us  inca«. 
-pable  of  any  portion,  but  that  of  utter  darkneb ;  bow  it* 
exdudeth  us  from  any  fafiety,  any^  refi^  any  true  comfort 
or  joy,  and  expofeth  iis  to  aU  mifchief  and  miferyimagin-^i 
able;  all'that  being  deprived  of  the  divine  *  proteftion,- 
prdence,  and  favour,  being  made  bbjefts  of  the  divine, 
anger^atred,  and  fevere  juftice,  being  abandoned  to  the 
malice  of  hell,  being  driven  into  utter  darknefs  and  eternal 
fire  doth  import  or  can  produce.  I  fliould  alfo  have  com- 
oiended  this  love.to  you  by  comparing  it  with  other  loves, 
and  fhewing  bow  far  in  its  nature,  in  its  caufes,  in  its  pro- 
perties, in  its  effed.8  it  excelleth  them :  even  fo  far  as  the 
objeft  thereof  in  excellency  doth  tranfcend.  all  other 
obje£ts  of  our  afie&ion;  how  this  is  grounded  upon  the 
highefl:  and  fureft  reafon ;  others  upon  accounts  very  low 
and  mean,  commonly  upon  fond  humour  and  miftake;^ 
this  produceth  real,  certain,  immutable  goods ;  others  at 
heft  terminate  only  in  goods  apparent,  unftable,  and  tran-^ 
fitory ;  this  is  moft  worthy  of  us,  employing  all  our  fa- 
culties in  their  nobleft  manner  of  operatbn  upon  the  beft- 
oh^eSt ;  others  mifbefeem  us,  fo  that  in  purfuing  them  we 
^  .  r  difgrace  our  underftanding,  milapply  our  4efires,  di(^ 
tfsii^per  our  a&£tions,  mifpend  our  endeavxmrs.  I  (hould 
hkve  eplarg^d^upon  thele  confiderations;  and.  (hould  have 
'  'cdJoiMdibme  par^cular  advantages  of  this. grace ;  as,  foe 
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inftance,  that  the  procuring  thereof  is  the  moft  fure,  SERM. 
the  moft  eafy,  the  moft  compendious  way  of  attaining  all  ^^^^* 
otl)ers ;  of  fweetening  and  ingratiating  all  obedience  to 
us;  of  making  the  hardeft  yoke  eafy,  and  the  heavieft 
burden  light  unto  us.  In  fine,  I  fhould  have  wifhed  you 
to  consider,  that  its  praftice  is  not  only  a  mean  and  way 
to  happinefs,  but  our^  very  formal  happinefs  itfelf ;  the 
real  enjoyment  of  the  beft  good  we  are  capable  of;  that 
in  which  alone  heaven  itfelf  (the  felicity  of  faints  and 
angels)  doth  confift;  which  more  than  comprehends  in 
itfelf  all  the  benefits  of  higheft  dignity,  richeft  plenty,  and 
fweeteft  pleafure.  But  I  fliall  forbear  entering  upon  fo 
ample  and  fruitful  fubjeds  of  meditation,  and  conclude 
with  that  good  Colleft  of  our  Church : 

0  Lord^  who  haft  prepared  for  them  that  love  thee  fuch 
good  things  as  pafs  marCs  underjianding ;  pour  into  our 
hearts  fuch  love  toward  thee,  that  we^  loving  thee  above  all 
things,  may  obtain  thy  promifes,  which  exceed  all  that  we 
can  defire  :  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.     Amen. 
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